y 

. 


' : i : : f;  ':;V: 

1 ■ > ■ ■ <</» 


i : ■ • • ■ : ■ ■ : ; . ; . , ■ ; , 

> ' ; : V. 


M.L 


(ic 

975.2 

P83e 

1198640 


genealogy 


COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/portraitbiograph00chap_4 


Portrait  and  * * 


RECORD 

OF  THE 

EASTERN  SHORE 
MARYLAND 


Containing  Portraits  and  Biographies  of  many  well  known 
Citizens  of  the  Past  and  Present. 


Together  with  Portraits  and  Biographies  of  All  the  Presidents 

of  the  United  States. 


*?/*  ef* 


CHAPMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
New  York  Chicago 


189§ 


1198640 


PREFACE 


'•Z  HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of  the 
f C present  century,  has  said:  “The  history  of  a country  is  best  told  in  a record  of  the  lives  of  its 

Vi/  people.”  In  conformity  with  this  idea,  the  Portrait  and  Biographical  Record  of  this 
county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and  taking  therefrom  dry  statistical 
matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our  corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men 
and  women  who  have,  by  their  enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a rank  second  to  none 
among  those  comprising  this  great  and  noble  state,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent  public. 
In  this  volume  will  be  found  a record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  imitation  of  coming 
generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry  and  economy  have 
accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited  advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have 
become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and 
whose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to 
succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  “the  even  tenor  of  their  way,” 
content  to  have  it  said  of  them,  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a deed  of  mercy — “They  have 
done  what  they  could.  ’ ’ It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left 
the  plow  and  the  anvil,  the  lawyer’s  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession, 
and  at  their  country’s  call  went  forth  valiantly  “to  do  or  die,”  and  how  through  their  efforts  the 
Union  was  restored  and  peace  once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every 
woman  is  a lesson  that  should  not  be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a sacred  treasure,  from  the 
fact  that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would 
otherwise  be  inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work,  and  every 
opportunity  possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and 
the  publishers  flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a work  with  few  errors  of  consequence. 
In  addition  to  the  biographical  sketches,  portraits  of  a number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this 
the  publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give 
the  information  necessary  to  compile  a sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some 
member  of  the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of 
the  interested  one  would  be  withheld.  In  a few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though 
repeated  calls  were  made  at  their  residences  or  places  of  business. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON 


HE  Father  of  our  Country  was  born  in  West- 
moreland County,  Va.,  February  22,  1732. 
His  parents  were  Augustine  and  Mary  (Ball) 
Washington.  The  family  to  which  he  belonged 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  traced  in  England. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Washington,  emi- 
grated to  Virginia  about  1657,  and  became  a 
prosperous  planter.  He  had  two  sons,  Fawrence 
and  John.  The  former  married  Mildred  Warner, 
and  had  three  children,  John,  Augustine  and 
Mildred.  Augustine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
two  of  whom,  Fawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, George  was  the  eldest,  the  others  being 
Betty,  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles  and 
Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George, 
died  in  1743,  leaving  a large  landed  property. 
To  his  eldest  son,  Fawrence,  he  bequeathed  an 
estate  on  the  Potomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  resi- 
dence. George  received  only  such  education  as 
the  neighborhood  schools  afforded,  save  for  a 
short  time  after  he  left  school,  when  he  received 
private  instruction  in  mathematics.  His  spelling 
was  rather  defective.  Remarkable  stories  are 
told  of  his  great  physical  strength  and  develop- 
ment at  an  early  age.  He  was  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  his  companions,  and  was  early 
noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fairness  and 
veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  fourteen  years  old  he  had  a 
desire  to  go  to  sea,  and  a midshipman’s  warrant 
was  secured  for  him,  but  through  the  opposition 
of  his  mother  the  idea  was  abandoned.  Two 


years  later  he  was  appointed  surveyor  to  the  im- 
mense estate  of  Ford  Fairfax.  In  this  business 
he  spent  three  years  in.  a rough  frontier  life, 
gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant, with  the 
rank  of  Major,  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being 
trained  for  active  service  against  the  French  and 
Indians.  Soon  after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West 
Indies  with  his  brother  Fawrence,  who  went  there 
to  restore  his  health.  They  soon  returned,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1752  Fawrence  died,  leaving  a 
large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter,  who  did  not 
long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the  estate  of 
Mt.  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie  as  Fieu- 
tenant-Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia 
was  reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into 
four  military  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was 
assigned  to  Washington  as  Adjutant-General. 
Shortly  after  this  a very  perilous  mission,  which 
others  had  refused,  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted. This  was  to  proceed  to  the  French  post 
near  Fake  Erie,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
The  distance  to  be  traversed  was  about  six  hun- 
dred miles.  Winter  was  at  hand,  and  the  journey 
was  to  be  made  without  military  escort,  through 
a territory  occupied  by  Indians.  The  trip  was  a 
perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  nearly  lost  his 
life,  but  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished  a full 
and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A regiment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and 
put  in  command  of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Maj. 
Washington  was  commissioned  Fieutenant- Colo- 
nel. Active  war  was  then  begun  against  the 
French  and  Indians,  in  which  Washington  took 
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a most  important  part.  In  the  memorable  event 
of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  “Braddoek’s  defeat,” 
Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer  of  dis- 
tinction who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor. 

Having  been  for  five  j-ears  in  the  military  serv- 
ice, and  having  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the 
royal  army,  he  took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Ft.  Du- 
quesne  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the 
valley  of  the  Ohio  to  resign  his  commission.  Soon 
after  he  entered  the  Legislature,  where,  although 
not  a leader,  he  took  an  active  and  important 
part.  January  17,  1759,  he  married  Mrs.  Martha 
(Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy  widow  of  John 
Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the 
port  of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the 
provinces,  “The  cause  ol  Boston  is  the  cause  of 
us  all!  ” It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  a congress  of  all  the  colonies  was 
called  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5, 
1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties,  peaceably 
if  possible.  To  this  congress  Col.  Washington 
was  sent  as  a delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  inten- 
tions of  England  were  plainly  apparent.  The 
battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought, 
and  among  the  first  acts  of  this  congress  was  the 
election  of  a commander-in-chief  of  the  Colonial 
forces.  This  high  and  responsible  office  was  con- 
ferred upon  Washington,  who  was  still  a member 
of  the  congress.  He  accepted  it  on  June  19,  but 
upon  the  express  condition  that  he  receive  no  sal- 
ary. He  would  keep  an  exact  account  of  ex- 
penses, and  expect  congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch 
to  trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom 
the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
country  were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was 
conducted  by  him  under  every  possible  disadvan- 
tage; and  while  his  forces  often  met  with  reverses, 
yet  he  overcame  ever}-  obstacle,  and  after  seven 
years  of  heroic  devotion  and  matchless  skill  he 
gained  liberty  for  the  greatest  nation  of  earth. 
On  December  23,  1783,  Washington,  in  a parting 
address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his  com- 
mission as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  to  the 


Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a farmer  and  planter,  shunning 
all  connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1789,  Washington  was  unani- 
mously elected  President,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  he  was  unanimously  re-elected. 
At  the  end  of  this  term  many  were  anxious  that  he 
be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely  refused  a third 
nomination.  On  March  4,  1797,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  as  President,  he  returned  to  his 
home,  hoping  to  pass  there  his  few  remaining 
years  free  from  the  annoyances  of  public  life. 
Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose  seemed 
likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France.  At 
the  prospect  of  such  a war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  army,  but  he  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command,  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  prepara- 
tions his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2 
he  took  a severe  cold  from  a ride  in  the  rain, 
which,  settling  in  his  throat,  produced  inflamma- 
tion, and  terminated  fatally  on  the  night  of  the 
14th.  On  the  1 8th  his  body  was  borne  with  mili- 
tary honors  to  its  final  resting-place,  and  interred 
in  the  family  vault  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations 
of  our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel 
the  difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a common 
interest,  the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the 
force  of  his  talent  and  character,  which  have  been 
able  to  challenge  the  reverence  of  all  parties, 
and  principles,  and  nations,  and  to  win  a fame  as 
extended  as  the  limits  of  the  globe,  and  which  we 
cannot  but  believe  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  exist- 
ence of  man. 

In  person,  Washington  was  unusually  tall,  erect 
and  well  proportioned,  and  his  muscular  strength 
was  great.  His  features  were  of  a beausiful  sym- 
metry. He  commanded  respect  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  haughtiness,  and  was  ever  serious 
without  being  dull. 
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30HN  ADAMS,  the  second  President  and  the 
first  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Braintree  (now  Quincy)  Mass.,  and 
about  ten  miles  from  Boston,  October  19,  1735. 
His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Adams,  emigrated 
from  England  about  1640,  with  a fa  mil)'  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The  parents  of 
John  were  John  and  Susannah  (Boylston) 
Adams.  His  father,  who  wyas  a farmer  of  limited 
means,  also  engaged  in  the  business  of  shoe- 
making. He  gave  his  eldest  son,  John,  a classical 
education  at  Harvard  College.  John  graduated 
in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  school  at 
Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a “school 
of  affliction,’’  from  which  he  endeavored  to  gain 
relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town. 
He  had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion, but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by 
what  he  termed  ‘ ‘ the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesi- 
astical councils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvin- 
istic  good  nature,  ’ ’ of  the  operations  of  which  he 
had  been  a witness  in  his  native  town.  He  was 
well  fitted  for  the  legal  profession,  possessing  a 
clear,  sonorous  voice,  being  ready  and  fluent  of 
speech,  and  having  quick  perceptive  powers.  He 
gradually  gained  a practice,  and  in  1764  married 
Abigail  Smith,  a daughter  of  a minister,  and  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  in  1765,  the  attempt  at  parliamentary 
taxation  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He 
took  initial  steps  toward  holding  a town  meeting, 
and  the  resolutions  he  offered  on  the  subject  be- 
came very  popular  throughout  the  province,  and 
were  adopted  word  for  word  by  over  forty  differ- 
ent towns.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1768,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  promi- 
nent advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and  was 
chosen  a member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Eeg- 
islature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  dele- 


gates from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continent- 
al Congress,  which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  capacity  for  business 
and  for  debate,  and  advocated  the  movement  for 
independence  against  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  May,  1776,  he  moved  and  carried  a res- 
olution in  Congress  that  the  Colonies  should 
assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five  ap- 
pointed June  1 1 to  prepare  a declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson, 
but  011  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it 
through  Congress  in  a three-days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm 
with  the  glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a letter 
to  his  wife,  which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to 
have  been  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
“Yesterday,’’  he  says,  “the  greatest  question 
was  decided  that  ever  was  debated  in  America; 
and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will  be  de- 
cided among  men.  A resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  ‘that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in- 
dependent states.’  The  day  is  passed.  The 
Fourth  of  July,  1776,  will  be  a memorable  epoch 
in  the  history  of  America.  I am  apt  to  believe  it 
will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations  as 
the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  be 
commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance  by 
solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows,  games, 
sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from 
this  time  forward  forever.  You  will  think  me 
transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I am  not.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treas- 
ure that  it  will  cost  to  maintain  this  declaration 
and  support  and  defend  these  States;  yet,  through 
all  the  gloom,  I can  see  the  rays  of  light  and 
glory.  I can  see  that  the  end  is  worth  more  than 
all  the  means,  and  that  posterity  will  triumph, 
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although  you  aud  I may  rue,  which  I hope  we 
shall  not.” 

In  November,  1777 , Mr.  Adams  was  appointed 
a delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then 
in  Paris,  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in 
anns  and  money  from  the  French  government. 
This  was  a severe  trial  to  his  patriotism,  as  it 
separated  him  from  his  home,  compelled  him  to 
cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  exposed  him  to 
great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruisers,  who 
were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was 
again  chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  1 im- 
self  in  readiness  to  negotiate  a treaty  of  peace  and 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  the 
British  cabinet  might  be  found  willing  to  listen 
to  such  proposals.  He  sailed  for  France  in  No- 
vember, and  from  there  he  went  to  Holland,  where 
he  negotiated  important  loans  and  formed  im- 
portant commercial  treaties. 

Finally,  a treaty  of  peace  with  England  was 
signed,  January  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the 
excitement,  toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  passed  threw  him  into  a fever.  After 
suffering  from  a continued  fever  and  becoming 
feeble  and  emaciated,  he  was  advised  to  go  to 
England  to  drink  the  waters  of  Bath.  While  in 
England,  still  drooping  and  desponding,  he  re- 
ceived dispatches  from  his  own  government  urg- 
ing the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health 
was  delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and 
through  storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,  he 
made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here 
he  met  face  to  face  the  King  of  England,  who 
had  so  long  regarded  him  as  a traitor.  As  Eng- 
land did  not  condescend  to  appoint  a minister  to 
the  United  States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he 
was  accomplishing  but  little,  he  sought  permis- 
sion to  return  to  his  own  country,  where  he  ar- 
rived in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President, 
John  Adams,  rendered  illustrious  by  his  signal 
services  at  home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice- 


President.  Again,  at  the  second  election  of  Wash- 
ington as  President,  Adams  was  chosen  Vice- 
President.  In  1796,  Washington  retired  from 
public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was  elected  President, 
though  not  without  much  opposition.  Serving 
in  this  office  four  years,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice-President  the 
great  French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  it  was  upon  this  point  that  he  w'as 
at  issue  with  the  majority  of  his  countrymen,  led 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy 
with  the  French  people  in  their  struggle,  for  he 
had  no  confidence  in  their  power  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  he  utterly  abhorred  the  class  of  atheist 
philosophers  who,  he  claimed,  caused  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jefferson’s  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence 
originated  the  alienation  between  these  distin- 
tinguished  men,  and  the  two  powerful  parties  were 
thus  soon  organized,  with  Adams  at  the  head  of 
the  one  whose  sympathies  were  with  England, 
and  Jefferson  leading  the  other  in  sympathy  with 
France. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the 
half-century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but 
three  of  the  signers  of  that  immortal  instrument 
left  upon  the  earth  to  hail  its  morning  light. 
And,  as  it  is  well  known,  on  that  day  two  of 
these  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage,  a coinci- 
dence so  remarkable  as  to  seem  miraculous.  For 
a few  days  before  Mr.  Adams  had  been  rapidly 
failing,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  he 
found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from  his  bed.  On 
being  requested  to  name  a toast  for  the  cus- 
tomary celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed 
“Independence  forever!’’  When  the  day  was 
ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing 
of  cannons,  he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attend- 
ants if  he  knew  what  day  it  was?  He  replied, 
“O  yes,  it  is  the  glorious  Fourth  of  July — God 
bless  it — God  bless  you  all!’’  In  the  course  of 
the  day  he  said,  “It  is  a great  and  glorious 
day.’’  The  last  words  he  uttered  were,  “Jeffep 
son  survives.’’  But  he  had,  at  one  o’clock, 
resigned  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was  born  April  2, 
1743,  at  Shadwell,  Albemarle  County,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and  Jane  (Ran- 
dolph) Jefferson,  the  former  a native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Fondon.  To  them  were 
born  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  Thomas 
was  the  elder.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a most  liberal  educa- 
tion, having  been  kept  diligently  at  school  from 
the  time  he  was  five  years  of  age.  In  1760  he 
entered  William  and  Mary  College.  Williams- 
burg was  then  the  seat  of  the  Colonial  court,  and 
it  was  the  abode  of  fashion  and  splendor.  Young 
Jefferson,  who  was  then  seventeen  years  old,  lived 
somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine  horses,  and 
going  much  into  gay  society;  yet  he  was  ear- 
nestly devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproachable  in 
his  morals.  In  the  second  year  of  his  college 
course,  moved  by  some  unexplained  impulse,  he 
discarded  his  old  companions  and  pursuits,  and 
often  devoted  fifteen  hours  a day  to  hard  study. 
He  thus  attained  very  high  intellectual  culture, 
and  a like  excellence  in  philosophy  and  the  lan- 
guages. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  and 
acuteness  as  a lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for 
greater  action.  The  policy  of  England  had  awak- 
ened the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  American  Col- 
onies, and  the  enlarged  views  which  Jefferson  had 
ever  entertained  soon  led  him  into  active  politi- 
cal life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen  a member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In  1772  he  mar- 


ried Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a very  beautiful, 
wealthy,  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a number  of  important  com- 
mittees, and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed 
for  the  drawing  up  of  a declaration  of  independ- 
ence. This  committee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger 
Sherman  and  Robert  R.  Livingston.  Jefferson, 
as  chairman,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  paper. 
Franklin  and  Adams  suggested  a few  verbal 
changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress.  On 
June  28,  a few  slight  changes  were  made  in  it  by 
Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July  4, 
1776. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one 
time  the  British  officer  Tarleton  sent  a secret 
expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture  the  Governor. 
Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried 
escape  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  family  ere  his 
mansion  was  in  possession  of  the  British  troops. 
His  wife’s  health,  never  very  good,  was  much 
injured  by  this  excitement,  and  in  the  summer 
of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United 
States  in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary 
of  State  in  Washington’s  cabinet.  This  position 
he  resigned  January  1,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was 
chosen  Vice-President,  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  President  over  Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron 
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Burr  as  Vice-President.  In  1804  he  was  re- 
elected with  wonderful  unanimity,  George  Clin- 
ton being  elected  Vice-President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  second  ad- 
ministration was  disturbed  by  an  event  which 
threatened  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  Union; 
this  was  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated 
in  the  late  election  to  the  Vice- Presidency,  and 
led  on  by  an  unprincipled  ambition,  this  extraor- 
dinary man  formed  the  plan  of  a military  ex- 
pedition into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our  south- 
western frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a new  republic.  This  was  generally  supposed 
to  have  been  a mere  pretext;  and  although  it  has 
not  been  generally  known  what  his  real  plans 
were,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  of  a far 
more  dangerous  character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term 
for  which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  de- 
termined to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a period 
of  nearly  forty  years  he  had  been  continually  be- 
fore the  public,  and  all  that  time  had  been  em- 
ployed in  offices  of  the  greatest  trust  and  respon 
sibility.  Having  thus  devoted  the  best  part  of 
his  life  to  the  sendee  of  his  country,  he  now  felt 
desirous  of  that  rest  which  his  declining  years  re- 
quired, and  upon  the  organization  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration, in  March,  1809,  he  bade  farewell  for- 
ever to  public  life  and  retired  to  Monticello,  his 
famous  country  home,  which,  next  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
was  the  most  distinguished  residence  in  the  land. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, great  preparations  were  made  in  every 
part  of  the  Union  for  its  celebration  as  the  nation’s 
jubilee,  and  the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, as  the  framer  and  one  of  the  few  surviving 
signers  of  the  Declaration,  to  participate  in  their 
festivities.  But  an  illness,  which  had  been  of 
several  weeks’  duration  and  had  been  continually 
increasing,  compelled  him  to  decline  the  invita- 
tion. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  disease  under  which  he 
was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was 


perfectly  sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand. 
On  the  next  day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked 
of  those  around  him  the  day  of  the  month,  and 
on  being  told  it  was  the  3d  of  July,  he  ex- 
pressed the  earnest  wish  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary. His  prayer  was  heard — that  day  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our 
land  burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were 
closed  forever.  And  what  a noble  consummation 
of  a noble  life!  To  die  on  that  day — the  birth- 
day of  a nation — the  day  which  his  own  name 
and  his  own  act  had  rendered  glorious,  to  die 
amidst  the  rejoicings  and  festivities  of  a whole 
nation,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  author,  un- 
der God,  of  their  greatest  blessings,  was  all  that 
was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  of  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  cham- 
pions of  freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark 
and  desperate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they 
had  cheered  and  animated  their  desponding  coun- 
trymen; for  half  a century  they  had  labored  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  now  hand 
in  hand  they  departed.  In  their  lives  they  had 
been  united  in  the  same  great  cause  of  liberty, 
and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair,  originally  red,  in  after  life  be- 
came white  and  silvery,  his  complexion  was  fair, 
his  forehead  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance 
intelligent  and  thoughtful.  He  possessed  great 
fortitude  of  mind  as  well  as  personal  courage,  and 
his  command  of  temper  was  such  that  his  oldest 
and  most  intimate  friends  never  recollected  to 
have  seen  him  in  a passion.  His  manners,  though 
dignified,  were  simple  and  unaffected,  and  his 
hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that  all  found  at 
his  house  a ready  welcome.  In  conversation  he 
was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic,  and  his 
language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writ- 
ings is  discernible  the  care  with  which  he  formed 
his  style  upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES  MADISON,  “Father  of  the  Consti- 
tution,’’ and  fourth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  March  1 6,  1757,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Virginia  June  28,  1836.  The 
name  of  James  Madison  is  inseparably  connected 
with  most  of  the  important  events  in  that  heroic 
period  of  our  country'  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great  republic  were  laid.  He  was 
the  last  of  the  founders  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  be  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among  the  early  emi- 
grants to  the  New  World,  landing  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  but  fifteen  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of  James  Madison 
was  an  opulent  planter,  residing  upon  a very  fine 
estate  called  Montpelier,  in  Orange  Count}',  Va. 
It  was  but  twenty-five  miles  from  the  home  of  Jef- 
ferson at  Monticello,  and  the  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustri- 
ous men  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  con- 
ducted mostly  at  home  under  a private  tutor.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  Col- 
lege, in  New  Jersey.  Here  he  applied  himself  to 
study  with  the  most  imprudent  zeal,  allowing  him- 
self for  months  but  three  hours’  sleep  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  His  health  thus  became  so  seriously 
impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor  of 
constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a feeble 
body,  but  with  a character  of  utmost  purity,  and 
a mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with 
learning,  which  embellished  and  gave  efficiency 
to  his  subsequent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  and  a course  of  extensive  and  systematic 
reading.  This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with 
which  he  associated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him 
with  a strong  love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for 
his  life-work  as  a statesman. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  twenty-six  years  of 


age,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention to  frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
next  year  (1777);  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky -lov- 
ing  voters,  and  consequently  lost  his  election ; but 
those  who  had  witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and 
public  spirit  of  the  modest  young  man  enlisted 
themselves  in  his  behalf,  and  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  re- 
mained member  of  the  Council,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth 
contributed  not  a little  to  his  subsequent  eminence. 
In  the  year  1780  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  il- 
lustrious men  in  our  land,  and  he  was  immediately 
assigned  to  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  positions 
among  them.  For  three  years  he  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  mem- 
bers. In  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Virginia  Eegislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no 
national  government,  and  no  power  to  form  trea- 
ties which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law. 
There  was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than 
Virginia  in  the  declaration  that  an  efficient  na- 
tional government  must  be  formed.  In  January, 
1786,  Mr.  Madison  carried  a resolution  through 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  inviting  the 
other  States  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  in 
convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss  this  subject. 
Five  States  only  were  represented.  The  conven- 
tion, however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Confederate  League.  The  delegates 
met  at  the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but 
Rhode  Island  was  represented.  George  Washing- 
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ton  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  then 
and  there  formed.  There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind 
and  no  pen  more  active  in  framing  this  immortal 
document  than  the  mind  and  the  pen  of  James 
Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a vote  of  eighty-one 
to  seventy-nine,  was  to  be  presented  to  the  several 
States  for  acceptance.  But  grave  solicitude  was 
felt.  Should  it  be  rejected,  we  should  be  left  but  a 
conglomeration  of  independent  States,  with  but 
little  power  at  home  and  little  respect  abroad.  Mr. 
Madison  was  elected  by  the  convention  to  draw  up 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
pounding the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  at  length  it  triumphed  over  all, 
and  went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became 
the  avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While 
in  New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs. 
Todd,  a young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fas- 
cination, whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person 
and  character  queenly,  and  probaby  no  lady  has 
thus  far  occupied  so  prominent  a position  in  the 
very  peculiar  society-  which  has  constituted  our 
republican  court  as  did  Mrs.  Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of 
war.  British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  com- 
merce, and  our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult. 
Mr.  Madison  was  a man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in 
his  taste,  retiring  in  his  disposition,  war  had  no 
charms  for  him.  But  the  meekest  spirit  can  be 
roused.  It  makes  one’s  blood  boil,  even  now,  to 
think  of  an  American  ship  brought  to  upon  the 
ocean  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser.  A 
young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  non- 
chalance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may 
please  to  designate  as  British  subjects,  orders  them 
down  the  ship’s  side  into  his  boat,  and  places  them 
on  the  gundeck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by 
compulsion,  the  battles  of  England.  This  right 


of  search  and  impressment  no  efforts  of  our  Gov- 
ernment could  induce  the  British  cabinet  to  re- 
linquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison 
gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the 
country  in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a 
large  majority,  and  entered  upon  his  second  term 
of  office.  This  is  not  the  place  to  describe  the 
various  adventures  of  this  war  on  the  land  and  on 
the  water.  Our  infant  navy  then  laid  the  found- 
ations of  its  renown  in  grappling  with  the  most 
formidable  power  which  ever  swept  the  seas.  The 
contest  commenced  in  earnest  by  the  appearance 
of  a British  fleet,  early  in  February,  1813,  in 
Chesapeake  Bayq  declaring  nearly  the  whole  coast 
of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as 
mediator.  America  accepted;  England  refused. 
A British  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into 
Chesapeake  Bay-,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of 
Bladensburg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was 
thrown  into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the 
brief  conflict  at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  The  w-hole  population 
fled  from  the  city.  The  President,  leaving  Mrs. 
Madison  in  the  White  House,  with  her  carriage 
drawn  up  at  the  door  to  await  his  speedy  return, 
hurried  to  meet  the  officers  in  a council  of  war. 
He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed,  and  he  could  not 
go  back  without  danger  of  being  captured.  But 
few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential  Mansion, 
the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in  Wash- 
ington were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and 
on  February  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed  at  Ghent.  On  the 4th  of  March,  1817,  his 
second  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the 
Presidential  chair  to  his  friend,  James  Monroe. 
He  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  at  Montpelier,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  day^s.  On  June 
28,  1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  he  fell 
| asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madison  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early  life 
was  passed  at  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His  an- 
cestors had  for  many  years  resided  in  the  province 
in  which  he  was  born.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  in  process  of  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  William  and  Mary  College,  the  Colonial 
Congress,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  to  deliberate 
upon  the  unjust  and  manifold  oppressions  of  Great 
Britain,  declared  the  separation  of  the  Colonies, 
and  promulgated  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the 
signers  of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this 
time  he  left  school  and  enlisted  among  the  pa- 
triots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked 
hopeless  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters 
increased  from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies 
came  pouring  in,  and  the  Tories  not  only  favored 
the  cause  of  the  mother  country,  but  disheartened 
the  new  recruits,  who  were  sufficiently  terrified 
at  the  prospect  of  contending  with  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  deem  invincible. 
To  such  brave  spirits  as  James  Monroe,  who  went 
right  onward  undismayed  through  difficulty  and 
danger,  the  United  States  owe  their  political 
emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the  ranks 
and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a firm  determination  to  live  or  die  in  her 
strife  for  liberty.  Firmly,  yet  sadly,  he  shared  in 
the  melancholy  retreat  from  Harlem  Heights 
and  White  Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited 
army  as  it  fled  before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey. 
In  four  months  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  patriots  had  been  beaten  in  seven 
battles.  At  the  battle  of  Trenton  he  led  the  van- 
guard, and  in  the  act  of  charging  upon  the  enemy 
he  received  a wound  in  the  left  shoulder. 


As  a reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  infantry,  and,  having  re- 
covered from  his  wounds,  he  rejoined  the  army. 
He,  however,  receded  from  the  line  of  promotion 
by  becoming  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  fiord  Ster- 
ling. During  the  campaigns  of  1777  and  1778, 
in  the  actions  of  Brandywine,  Germantown  and 
Monmouth,  he  continued  aide-de-camp;  but  be- 
coming desirous  to  regain  his  position  in  the 
army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a regiment  for 
the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed,  owing  to 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon  this 
failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued  with  consid- 
erable ardor  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did 
not,  however,  entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for 
the  green  bag,  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  enemy 
served  as  a volunteer  during  the  two  years  of  his 
legal  pursuits. 

In  1782  he  was  elected  from  King  George 
County  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
and  by  that  body  he  was  elevated  to  a seat  in  the 
Executive  Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  at  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  having  at  this  early  period 
displayed  some  of  that  ability  and  aptitude  for 
legislation  which  were  afterward  employed  with 
unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good,  he  was 
in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a member  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of 
the  old  Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new 
Constitution,  thinking,  with  many  others  of  the 
Republican  party,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough  to  the 
individual  States.  Still  he  retained  the  esteem 
of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm  supporters,  and 
who,  hotwithstanding  his  opposition,  secured  its 
adoption.  In  1789  he  became  a member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held  for 
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four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction 
between  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the 
nation,  the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was 
growing  more  distinct.  The  differences  which 
now  separated  them  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  in  sympathy  with  France,  and 
also  in  favor  of  such  a strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution  as  to  give  the  Central  Government  as 
little  power,  and  the  State  Governments  as  much 
power,  as  the  Constitution  would  warrant;  while 
the  Federalists  sympathized  with  England,  and 
were  in  favor  of  a liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  pos- 
sibly authorize. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe 
was  drawn  into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and 
far  away.  Washington  issued  a proclamation  of 
neutrality  between  these  contending  powers. 
France  had  helped  us  in  the  struggles  for  our 
liberties.  All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were  now 
combined  to  prevent  the  French  from  escaping 
from  a tyranny  a thousand-fold  worse  than  that 
which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more  mag- 
nanimous than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a gener- 
ous and  noble  nature,  and  Washington,  who  could 
appreciate  such  a character,  showed  his  calm,  se- 
rene, almost  divine,  greatness,  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe  who  was  denouncing  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  as  the  minister  of  that 
Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  dem- 
onstration. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  years.  He  was  again 
sent  to  France  to  co-operate  with  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston  in  obtaining  the  vast  territory  then  known 
as  the  province  of  Louisiana,  which  France  had 
but  shortly  before  obtained  from  Spain.  Their 
united  efforts  were  successful.  For  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the 


entire  territory  of  Orleans  and  district  of  Loui- 
siana were  added  to  the  United  States.  This  was 
probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate  which 
was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to 
obtain  from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against 
those  odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But 
England  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to 
England  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive 
no  redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
again  chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon 
resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State  under  Madison.  While  in  this  office  war 
with  England  was  declared,  the  Secretary  of  War 
resigned,  and  during  these  trying  times  the 
duties  of  the  War  Department  were  also  put  upon 
him.  He  was  truly  the  armor-bearer  of  President 
Madison,  and  the  most«efficient  business  man  in 
his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of  peace  he  re- 
signed the  Department  of  War,  but  continued  in 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  expira- 
tion of  Mr.  Madison’s  administration.  At  the 
election  held  the  previous  autumn,  Mr.  Monroe 
himself  had  been  chosen  President  with  but  little 
opposition,  and  upon  March  4,  1817,  he  was  in- 
augurated. Four  years  later  he  was  elected  for 
a second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presi- 
dency were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  famous 
“ Monroe  doctrine.”  This  doctrine  was  enun- 
ciated by  him  in  1823,  and  was  as  follows:  ‘ ‘ That 
we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
European  powers  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety,”  and  that  “ we  could  not  view 
any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  or 
controlling  American  governments  or  provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a manifestation  by 
European  powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 
toward  the  United  States.” 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term,  Mr.  Monroe  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  un- 
til 1830,  when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with 
his  son-in-law.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the  sixth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his  honored  father,  John  Adams,  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a woman  of  exalted  worth,  watched  over 
his  childhood  during  the  almost  constant  ab- 
sence of  his  father.  When  but  eight  years  of 
age,  he  stood  with  his  mother  on  an  eminence, 
listening  to  the  booming  of  the  great  battle  on 
Bunker’s  Hill,  and  gazing  out  upon  the  smoke 
and  flames  billowing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he  took  a tearful 
adieu  of  his  mother,  to  sail  with  his  father  for  Eu- 
rope, through  a fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers. 
The  bright,  animated  boy  spent  a year  and  a-half 
in  Paris,  where  his  father  was  associated  with 
Franklin  and  Fee  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
His  intelligence  attracted  the  notice  of  these  dis- 
tinguished men,  and  he  received  from  them  flat- 
tering marks  of  attention. 

John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad. 
Again  John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At 
Paris  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  great  dil- 
igence for  six  months,  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered  _first  a school 
in  Amsterdam,  then  the  University  at  Leyden. 
About  a year  from  this  time,  in  1781,  when  the 
manly  boy  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was 
selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Rus- 
sian court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  ennobl- 
ing culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Holland,  through  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Hamburg  and  Bremen.  This  long  journey  he 
took  alone  in  the  winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth 
year.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies,  under  a pri- 
vate tutor,  at  The  Hague.  Then,  in  the  spring  of 
1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Paris,  travel- 
ing leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintances  with  the 
most  distinguished  men  on  the  continent,  examin- 


ing architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he 
again  became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  all  lands  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
loftiest  temporal  themes  which  can  engross  the 
human  mind.  After  a short  visit  to  England  he 
returned  to  Paris,  and  consecrated  all  his  energies 
to  study  until  May,  1785,  when  he  returned  to 
America  to  finish  his  education. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June, 
1794,  being  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  Resident  Min- 
ister at  the  Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in 
July,  he  reached  London  in  October,  where  he 
was  immediately  admitted  to  the  deliberations  of 
Messrs.  Jay  & Pinckney,  assisting  them  in  nego- 
tiating a commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
After  thus  spending  a fortnight  in  London,  he 
proceeded  to  The  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Por- 
tugal as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to 
Portugal,  upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with 
despatches  directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but 
requesting  him  to  remain  in  London  until  he 
should  receive  his  instructions.  While  waiting 
he  was  married  to  an  American  lady,  to  whom  he 
had  been  previously  engaged — -Miss  Louisa  Cath- 
erine Johnson,  a daughter  of  Joshua  Johnson, 
American  Consul  in  London,  and  a lady  en- 
dowed with  that  beauty  and  those  accomplish- 
ments which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined.  He 
reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  hav- 
ing fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  so- 
licited his  recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen 
to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and 
then  was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for 
six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  rep- 
utation, his  ability  and  his  experience  placed 
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him  immediately  among  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  body. 

I11  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated 
John  Quincy  Adams  Minister  to  St.  Petersburgh. 
Resigning  his  professorship  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, he  embarked  at  Boston  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense 
student.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  lan- 
guage and  history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade; 
to  the  European  system  of  weights,  measures  and 
coins;  to  the  climate  and  astronomical  observa- 
tions; while  he  kept  up  a familiar  acquaintance 
with  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics.  In  all  the 
universities  of  Europe,  a more  accomplished 
scholar  could  scarcely  be  found.  All  through 
life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important  part  of  his 
studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five  chapters 
every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took 
the  Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed 
Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of 
his  numerous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in 
Europe,  he  sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United 
States.  On  the  18th  of  August,  he  again  crossed 
the  threshold  of  his  home  in  Quincy.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  administration,  Mr. 
Adams  continued  Secretary  of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe’s 
second  term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be 
presented  for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams  brought  forward  his  name.  It  was  an 
exciting  campaign,  and  party  spirit  was  never 
more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  electoral 
votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety - 
nine;  John  Quincy  Adams  eighty-four;  William 
H.  Crawford  forty-one;  and  Henry  Clay  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people, 
the  question  went  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Mr.  Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a venomous  and  persistent  as- 
sault upon  Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more 
disgraceful  in  the  past  history  of  our  country  than 
the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted 
stream  upon  this  high-minded,  upright  and  pa- 


triotic man.  There  never  was  an  administration 
more  pure  in  principles,  more  conscientiously  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  than 
that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupulously 
and  outrageously  assailed. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  An- 
drew Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected 
Vice-President.  The  slavery  question  now  be- 
gan to  assume  portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams 
returned  to  Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he 
pursued  with  unabated  zeal.  But  he  was  not 
long  permitted  to  remain  in  retirement.  In  No- 
vember, 1830,  he  was  elected  Representative  in 
Congress.  For  seventeen  years,  or  until  his  death, 
he  occupied  the  post  as  Representative,  towering 
above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do  brave  battle 
for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of  “the  Old 
Man  Eloquent.”  Upon  taking  his  seat  in  the 
House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never 
was  a member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He 
was  usually  the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning, 
and  the  last  to  leave  his  seat  in  the  evening. 
Not  a measure  could  be  brought  forward  and  es- 
cape his  scrutiny.  The  battle  which  Mr.  Adams 
fought,  almost  singly,  against  the  pro-slavery 
party  in  the  Government  was  sublime  in  its 
moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
he  was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand 
jury,  with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assas- 
sination; but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and 
his  final  triumph  was  complete. 

On  the  2 1st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  with  a paper  in  his  hand,  to 
address  the  speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again 
stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms 
of  those  around  him.  For  a time  he  was  sense- 
less, as  he  was  conveyed  to  the  sofa  in  the  ro- 
tunda. With  reviving  consciousness,  he  opened 
his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and  said  “This 
is  the  end  of  earth;”  then  after  a moment’s  pause 
he  added,  “ I am  content.”  These  were  the  last 
words  of  the  grand  1 1 Old  Man  Eloquent.  ’ ’ 
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NDREW  JACKSON,  the  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Waxliaw 
settlement,  N.  C.,  March  15,  176 7,  a few 
days  after  his  father’s  death.  His  parents  were 
poor  emigrants  from  Ireland,  and  took  up  their 
abode  in  Waxhaw  settlement,  where  they  lived 
in  deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was  universally  called, 
grew  up  a very  rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  ungainly,  and  there 
was  but  very  little  in  his  character  made  visible 
which  was  attractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the 
volunteers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion. 
In  1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured 
and  imprisoned  for  a time  at  Camden.  A British 
officer  ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered 
boots.  “Iam  a prisoner  of  war,  not  your  serv- 
ant,’’ was  the  reply  of  the  dauntless  boy. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such 
as  working  at  the  saddler’s  trade,  teaching  school, 
and  clerking  in  a general  store,  until  1784,  when 
he  entered  a law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He, 
however,  gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amuse- 
ments of  the  times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788, 
he  .was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Western  District 
of  North  Carolina,  of  which  Tennessee  was  then 
a part.  This  involved  many  long  journeys  amid 
dangers  of  every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never 
knew  fear,  and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  re- 
peat a skirmish  with  “Sharp  Knife.” 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a woman 
who  supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former 
husband.  Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties, 
two  years  later,  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the 
divorce  had  just  been  definitely  settled  by  the 
first  husband.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed a second  time,  but  the  occurrence  was 
often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr.  Jackson 
into  disfavor. 


In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee 
then  containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, the  people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville 
to  frame  a constitution.  Five  were  sent  from 
each  of  the  eleven  counties.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  one  of  the  delegates.  The  new  State  was 
entitled  to  but  one  member  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
that  member.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  to 
Philadelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its  ses- 
sions, a distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  ad- 
mired Bonaparte,  loved  France,  and  hated  Eng- 
land. As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, whose  second  term  of  office  was  then 
expiring,  delivered  his  last  speech  to  Congress. 
A committee  drew  up  a complimentary  address  in 
reply.  Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  of  the 
address,  and  was  one  of  the  twelve  who  voted 
against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to  say  that  Gen. 
Washington’s  administration  had  been  “wise, 
firm  and  patriotic.  ’ ’ 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned 
home.  Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  his  State,  which  position  he 
held  for  six  years. 

When  the  War  of  1812  with  Great  Britain  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there 
was  an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  who  would  do  credit  to  a commission  if  one 
were  conferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen. 
Jackson  offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty - 
five  hundred  volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted, 
and  the  troops  were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make 
an  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson was  in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  de- 
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scend  the  river  with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid 
Wilkinson.  The  expedition  reached  Natchez, 
and  after  a delay  of  several  weeks  there  without 
accomplishing  anything,  the  men  were  ordered 
back  to  their  homes.  But  the  energy  Gen.  Jack- 
son  had  displayed,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the 
comfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  for  him  golden  opin- 
ions, and  he  became  the  most  popular  man  in  the 
State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his  tough- 
ness gave  him  the  nickname  of  “Old  Hickory.’’ 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip 
Col.  Thomas  Benton  for  a remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  part  as  second  in  a duel 
in  which  a younger  brother  of  Benton’s  was  en- 
gaged, he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds. 
While  he  was  lingering  upon  a bed  of  suffering, 
news  came  that  the  Indians,  who  had  combined 
under  Tecumseh  from  Florida  to  the  Lakes  to  ex- 
terminate the  white  settlers,  were  committing  the 
most  awful  ravages.  Decisive  action  became  nec- 
essary. Gen.  Jackson,  with  his  fractured  bone 
just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in  a sling,  and 
unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance, 
gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Ala. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a strong 
fort  on  one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River, 
near  the  center  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  be- 
low Ft.  Strother.  With  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  Gen.  Jackson  traversed  the  pathless  wilder- 
ness in  a march  of  eleven  days.  He  reached  their 
fort,  called  Tohopeka  or  Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1814.  The  bend  of  the  river  enclosed 
nearly  one  hundred  acres  of  tangled  forest  and 
wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow  neck  the  Indians 
had  constructed  a formidable  breastwork  of  logs 
and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors,  with 
an  ample  supply  of  arms,  wrere  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly 
desperate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  quarter. 
When  bleeding  and  dying,  they  wouldfighttho.se 
who  endeavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten 
in  the  morning  until  dark  the  battle  raged.  The 
carnage  was  awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw 
themselves  into  the  river;  but  the  unerring  bul- 
lets struck  their  heads  as  they  swam.  Nearly 
every  one  of  the  nine  hundred  warriors  was 


killed.  A few,  probably,  in  the  night  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  War  enabled  us  to 
concentrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who 
were  the  allies  of  the  Indians.  No  man  of  less 
resolute  will  than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  con- 
ducted this  Indian  campaign  to  so  successful  an 
issue.  Immediately  he  was  appointed  Major- 
General. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men  on  a rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  went  to 
Mobile.  A British  fleet  went  from  Pensacola, 
landed  a force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the 
little  fort,  and  from  both  ship  and  shore  com- 
menced a furious  assault.  The  battle  was  long 
and  doubtful.  At  length  one  of  the  ships  was 
blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his 
little  army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a very  arduous  campaign.  This 
won  for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name. 
Here  his  troops,  which  numbered  about  four 
thousand  men,  won  a signal  victory  over  the 
British  army  of  about  nine  thousand.  His  loss 
was  but  thirteen,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
twenty-six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency, 
but  in  1824  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams. 
He  was,  however,  successful  in  the  election  of 
1828,  and  was  re-elected  for  a second  term  in 
1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he  assumed  the  reins 
of  government,  he  met  with  the  most  terrible 
affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  had  loved  with  a devotion  which  has  perhaps 
never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of  her 
death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  mem- 
orable in  the  annals  of  our  country — applauded 
by  one  party,  condemned  by  the  other.  No  man 
had  more  bitter  enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  two  terms  of  office  he  retired 
to  the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8,  1845.  The 
last  years  of  Mr.  Jackson’s  life  were  those  of  a de- 
voted Christian  man. 
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yVlARTlN  VANBUREN,  the  eighth  Presi- 
Y dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Kin- 
0 derhook,  N.  ¥.,  December  5,  1782.  He 
died  at  the  same  place,  July  24,  1862.  His  body 
rests  in  the  cemetery  at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a plain  granite  shaft,  fifteen  feet  high,  bearing  a 
simple  inscription  about  half-way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered  or  unbounded 
by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles, 
engaged  in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life 
was  stormy  in  political  and  intellectual  conflicts, 
and  he  gained  many  signal  victories,  his  days 
passed  uneventful  in  those  incidents  which  give 
zest  to  biography.  His  ancestors,  as  his  name  indi- 
cates, were  of  Dutch  origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Holland  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a farmer,  residing 
in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother,  also 
of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a precocious  boy,  developing 
unusual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic 
studies  in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law.  As  he  had  not  a collegiate  educa- 
tion, seven  years  of  study  in  a law-office  were  re- 
quired of  him  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  Inspired  with  a lofty  ambition,  and  con- 
scious of  his  powers,  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
indefatigable  industry.  After  spending  six  years 
in  an  office  in  his  native  village,  he  went  to  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  for  the 
seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years 


1 of  age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  na- 
tive village.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Fedei  al 
and  Republican  parties  was  then  at  its  height. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a politi- 
cian. He  had,  perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while 
listening  to  the  many  discussions  which  had  been 
carried  on  in  his  father’s  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial 
sympathy  with  Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  elo- 
quently espoused  the  cause  of  State  Rights,  though 
at  that  time  the  Federal  party  held  the  supremacy 
both  in  his  town  and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  reputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice  to  remove  to  Hudson, 
the  county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent 
seven  years,  constantly  gaining  strength  by  con- 
tending in  the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  Bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  a victim  of  con- 
sumption, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to 
weep  over  her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous 
lawyer.  The  record  of  those  years  is  barren  in 
items  of  public  interest.  In  1812,  when  thirty 
years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to  Mr.  Madison’s 
administration.  In  1815,  he  was  appointed  At- 
torney-General, and  the  next  year  moved  to  Al- 
bany, the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  ‘ ‘universal  suffrage’  ’ which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right 
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of  governing  tlie  State.  In  true  consistency  with 
his  democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while 
the  path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should 
be  open  to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one 
should  be  invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative 
unless  he  were  in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by 
intelligence,  virtue,  and  some  property  interests  in 
the  welfare  of  the  State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  in  the  same  year  he  took  a 
seat  in  the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of 
his  native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention 
secured  the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No 
one  could  doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to 
promote  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he 
rose  at  once  to  a conspicuous  position  as  an  active 
and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected 
to  the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning 
a determined  opposer  of  the  administration,  adopt- 
ing the  “State  Rights’  ’ view  in  opposition  to  what 
was  deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the 
United  States  contributed  so  much  towards  eject- 
ing John  Q.  Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair, 
and  placing  in  it  Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin 
Van  Buren.  Whether  entitled  to  the  reputation 
or  not,  he  certainly  was  regarded  throughout  the 
United  States  as  one  of  the  most  skillful,  sagacious 
and  cunning  of  politicians.  It  was  supposed  that 
no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how  to  touch  the  secret 
springs  of  action,  how  to  pull  all  the  wires  to 
put  his  machinery  in  motion,  and  how  to  organize 
a political  army  which  would  secretly  and  stealth- 
ily accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By  these 
powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Clay,  and  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  then  thought  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President 
he  appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State. 
This  position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  wras  im- 
mediately appointed  Minister  to  England,  where 
he  went  the  same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however, 


when  it  met,  refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and 
he  returned  home,  apparently  untroubled.  Uater 
he  was  nominated  Vice-President  in  the  place  of 
Calhoun,  at  the  re-election  of  President  Jackson, 
and  with  smiles  for  all  and  frowns  for  none,  he 
took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that  Senate  which  had 
refused  to  confirm  his  nomination  as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal 
of  President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated 
favorite;  and  this,  probably,  more  than  any  other 
cause  secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the 
Chief  Executive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
to  succeed  Gen.  Jackson  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  elected  by  a handsome  majority, 
to  the  delight  of  the  retiring  President.  ‘ ‘Leaving 
New  York  out  of  the  canvass,”  says  Mr.  Parton, 
“the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  Presidency 
was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen.  Jackson  as  though 
the  Constitution  had  conferred  upon  him  the  power 
to  appoint  a successor.” 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting 
events.  The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which 
threatened  to  involve  this  county  in  war  with 
England,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, 
and  finally  the  great  commercial  panic  which 
spread  over  the  country,  all  were  trials  of  his  wis- 
dom. The  financial  distress  was  attributed  to 
the  management  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1841,  he  retired  from  the  presidency. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  “Free  Soil”  Democrats  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death.  He  had  ever  been  a prudent  man,  of 
frugal  habits,  and,  living  within  his  income,  had 
now  fortunately  a competence  for  his  declining 
years.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald,  he 
still  exerted  a powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  he  resided  at  Lindenwald,  a gentleman  of 
leisure,  of  culture  and  wealth,  enjoying  in  a 
healthy  old  age  probably  far  more  happiness  than 
he  had  before  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes 
of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  the  ninth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va. , February  9,  1773.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Harrison,  was  in  comparatively 
opulent  circumstances,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  day.  He  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  George  Washington,  was  early 
elected  a member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
Sind  was  conspicuous  among  the  patriots  of  Vir- 
ginia in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  British 
crown.  In  the  celebrated  Congress  of  1775,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  and  John  Hancock  were  both 
candidates  for  the  office  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  subsequently  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  and  was  twice  re-elected.  His 
son  William  Henry,  of  course,  enjoyed  in  child- 
hood all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and  intel- 
lectual and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a thorough  common-school  educa- 
tion, he  entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where 
he  graduated  with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to 
study  medicine  under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush 
and  the  guardianship  of  Robert  Morris,  both  of 
whom  were,  with  his  father,  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends, 
he  abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the 
army,  having  obtained  a commission  as  Ensign 
from  President  Washington.  He  was  then  but 
nineteen  years  old.  From  that  time  he  passed 
gradually  upward  in  rank  until  he  became  aide 
to  Gen.  Wayne,  after  whose  death  he  resigned 
his  commission.  He  was  then  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  This  Terri- 
tory was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in  Con- 


gress, and  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  position , 
In  the  spring  of  1800  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions. 
The  eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  nov 
embraced  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ‘ 1 The 
Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio.”  The  western 
portion,  which  included  what  is  now  called  Indi- 
ana, Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  was  called  ‘‘the  Indi- 
ana Territory.”  William  Henry  Harrison,  then 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  was  appointed  by  John 
Adams  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
immediately  after  also  Governor  of  Upper  Loui- 
siana. He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as  exten- 
sive a realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and 
was  invested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over 
the  then  rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged 
these  responsible  duties  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  four  times  appointed  to  this 
office — first  by  John  Adams,  twice  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  afterwards  by  President  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  administration  there  were 
but  three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  bound- 
less region,  now  crowded  with  cities  and  resound- 
ing with  all  the  tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic. 
One  of  these  settlements  was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly 
opposite  Louisville;  one  at  Vincennes,  on  the 
Wabash;  and  the  third  was  a French  settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians. 
About  the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men, 
twin  brothers  of  the  Shawnee  tribe,  rose  among 
them.  One  of  these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or 
‘‘the  Crouching  Panther;”  the  other  Olliwa- 
checa,  or  ‘‘the  Prophet.”  Tecumseh  was  not 
only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a man  of  great  sagac- 
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ity,  far-reacliing  foresight  and  indomitable  perse- 
verance in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might  en- 
gage. His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was  an  orator, 
who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored  In- 
dians as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath 
which  they  dwelt.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsur- 
passed by  Peter  the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the 
crusades,  he  went  from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming 
that  he  was  specially  sent  by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  con- 
ciliate the  Indians,  but  at  last  war  came,  and  at 
Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter.  October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its 
march.  When  near  the  Prophet’s  town,  three 
Indians  of  rank  made  their  appearance  and  in- 
quired why  Gov.  Harrison  was  approaching  them 
in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a short  confer- 
ence, arrangements  were  made  for  a meeting  the 
next  day  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such 
protestations.  Selecting  a favorable  spot  for  his 
night’s  encampment,  he  took  every  precaution 
against  surprise.  His  troops  were  posted  in  a 
hollow  square  and  slept  upon  their  arms.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting 
in  conversation  with  his  aides  by  the  embers 
of  a waning  fire.  It  was  a chill,  cloudy  morning, 
with  a drizzling  rain.  In  the  darkness,  the  In- 
dians had  crept  as  near  as  possible,  and  just  then, 
with  a savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all  the  despera- 
tion which  superstition  and  passion  most  highly 
inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  pro- 
vided with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English, 
and  their  war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a 
shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as 
the  light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim,  and 
Gen.  Harrison’s  troops  stood  as  immovable  as 
the  rocks  around  them  until  day  dawned,  when 
they  made  a simultaneous  charge  with  the  bayo- 
net and  swept  everything  before  them,  completely 
routing  the  foe. 

Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British,  descending  from  the 


Canadas,  were  of  themselves  a very  formidable 
force,  but  with  their  savage  allies  rushing  like 
wolves  from  the  forest,  burning,  plundering,  scalp- 
ing. torturing,  the  wide  frontier  was  plunged  into 
a state  of  consternation  which  even  the  most  vivid 
imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive.  Gen.  Hull 
had  made  an  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at 
Detroit.  Under  these  despairing  circumstances, 
Gov.  Harrison  was  appointed  by  President  Madi- 
son Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Northwestern 
Army,  with  orders  to  retake  Detroit  and  to  protect 
the  frontiers.  It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a man 
in  a situation  demanding  more  energy,  sagacity 
and  courage,  but  he  was  found  equal  to  the 
position,  and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet 
all  the  responsibilities. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a member 
of  the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  rep- 
resent the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved 
an  active  member,  and  whenever  he  spoke  it  was 
with  a force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence 
which  arrested  the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tors of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  The  same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate.  In  1836  his  friends  brought 
him  forward  as  a candidate  for  the  Presidency 
against  Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the 
close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren ’s  term,  he  was  re-nom- 
inated by  his  party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler 
for  the  Vice-Presidency.  The  contest  was  very 
animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  all  his  influence  to 
prevent  Harrison’s  election,  but  his  triumph  was 
signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Web- 
ster at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  with  which  any  President  had 
ever  been  surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects 
of  an  administration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes 
of  the  country  more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of 
these  bright  and  joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison 
was  seized  by  a pleurisy-fever,  and  after  a few 
days  of  violent  sickness  died,  on  the  4th  of  Aprj^ 
just  one  month  after  his  inauguration  as  President 
of  the  United  States. 


JOHN  TYLER 


OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  born  in  Charles- 
City  County,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was 
the  favored  child  of  affluence  and  high  social  po- 
sition. At  the  early  age  of  twelve,  John  entered 
William  and  Mary  College,  and  graduated  with 
much  honor  when  but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  himself  with  great  assi- 
duity to  the  study  of  law,  partly  with  his  father 
and  partly  with  Edmund  Randolph,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  His  success  was  rapid  and  as- 
tonishing. It  is  said  that  three  months  had  not 
elapsed  ere  there  was  scarcely  a case  on  the 
docket  of  the  court  in  which  he  was  not  retained. 
When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  almost 
unanimously  elected  to  a seat  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures 
of  Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was 
elected  a Member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  ear- 
nestly and  ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  oppos- 
ing a national  bank,  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government,  and  a protective  tariff; 
advocating  a strict  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  most  careful  vigilance  over  State 
rights.  His  labors  in  Congress  were  so  arduous 
that  before  the  close  of  his  second  term  he  found 
it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his  estate  in 
Charles  City  County  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was 
powerful  in  promoting  public  works  of  great 
utility.  With  a reputation  thus  constantly  in- 
creasing, he  was  chosen  by  a very  large  majority 
of  votes  Governor  of  his  native  State.  His  ad- 
ministration was  a signally  successful  one,  and  his 
popularity  secured  his  re-election, 


John  Randolph,  a brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  A portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph’s  way- 
ward course,  and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as 
his  opponent,  considering  him  the  only  man  in 
Virginia  of  sufficient  popularity  to  succeed 
against  the  renowned  orator  of  Roanoke.  Mr. 
Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition.  He  opposed  the  tariff,  and  spoke 
against  and  voted  against  the  bank  as  unconsti- 
tutional; he  strenuously  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisting  all  projects  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government,  and 
avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Calhoun’s  view 
of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen.  Jackson, 
by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had  abandoned 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Such 
was  Mr.  Tyler’s  record  in  Congress — a record  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  There  was  a split  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a 
true  Jeffersonian,  gave  him  a dinner,  and  show- 
ered compliments  upon  him.  He  had  now  at- 
tained the  age  of  forty-six,  and  bis  career  had  been 
very  brilliant.  In  consequence  of  his  devotion  to 
public  business,  his  private  affairs  had  fallen  into 
some  disorder,  and  it  was  not  without  satisfac- 
tion that  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his  plantation. 
Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg,  for 
the  better  education  of  his  children,  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  southern  Whigs  he  was  sent  to  the 
national  convention  at  Harrisburg  in  1839  to  nom- 
inate a President.  The  majority  of  votes  were 
given  to  Gen  Harrison,  a genuine  Whig,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  the  South,  which  wished 
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for  Henry  Clay.  To  conciliate  the  southern 
Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the  convention 
then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice-President. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North;  but  the  Vice- 
President  has  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to 
preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it 
happened  that  a Whig  President  and,  in  reality, 
a Democratic  Vice-President  were  chosen. 

m 1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short 
month  from  that  time,  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  thus  found  himself,  to  his  own 
surprise  and  that  of  the  whole  nation,  an  occu- 
pant of  the  Presidential  chair.  Hastening  from 
Williamsburg  to  Washington,  on  the  6th  of 
April  he  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  re- 
sponsible office.  He  was  placed  in  a position  of 
exceeding  delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long 
life  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into  power. 
He  had  ever  been  a consistent,  honest  man,  with 
an  unblemished  record.  Gen.  Harrison  had  se- 
lected a Whig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them, 
and  thus  surround  himself  with  counselors  whose 
views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ? or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him,  and  select  a cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose 
all  those  views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essen- 
tial to  the  public  welfare  ? This  was  his  fearful 
dilemma.  He  invited  the  cabinet  which  Presi- 
dent Harrison  had  selected  to  retain  their  seats, 
and  recommended  a day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
that  God  would  guide  and  bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  a fiscal  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  President,  after  ten  days’  delay,  re- 
turned it  with  his  veto.  He  suggested,  however, 
that  he  would  approve  of  a bill  drawn  up  upon 
such  a plan  as  he  proposed.  Such  a bill  was  ac- 
cordingly prepared,  and  privately  submitted  to 
him.  He  gave  it  his  approval.  It  was  passed 
without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back  with  his 
veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 


ure by  a published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  se- 
verely touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the 
President  into  their  arms.  The  party  which 
elected  him  denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the 
members  of  his  cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster, 
resigned.  The  Whigs  of  Congress,  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House,  held  a meeting  and  issued 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance  between  the 
Whigs  and  President  Tyler  was  at  an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs 
and  Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong 
party  men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary 
to  resign,  forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig 
friends.  Thus  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  un- 
fortunate administration  passed  sadly  away.  No 
one  was  satisfied.  The  land  was  filled  with  mur- 
murs and  vituperation.  Whigs  and  Democrats 
alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more,  however,  he 
brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his  old 
friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his 
term  he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his 
successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  President  Tyler  re- 
tired from  the  harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret 
of  neither  party,  and  probably  to  his  own  unspeak- 
able relief.  The  remainder  of  his  days  were 
passed  mainly  in  the  retirement  of  his  beautiful 
home — Sherwood  Forest,  Charles  City  County, 
Va.  His  first  wife,  Miss  Uetitia  Christian,  died 
in  Washington  in  1842;  and  in  June,  1844, 
he  was  again  married,  at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia 
Gardiner,  a young  lady  of  many  personal  and 
intellectual  accomplishments. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the 
State  Rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and 
joined  the  Confederates.  He  was  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  their  Congress,  and  while  engaged  in 
active  measures  to  destroy,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
Government  over  which  he  had  once  presided,  he 
was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POKK,  the  eleventh  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in  Meeklenburgh 
County,  N.  C.,  November  2,  1795.  His 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Knox)  Polk,  the 
former  a son  of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the  first  pioneers,  in 
1735.  In  1806,  with  his  wife  and  children,  and 
soon  after  followed  by  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Polk  family,  Samuel  Polk  emigrated  some  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  val- 
ley of  the  Duck  River.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness,  in  a region  which  was  subsequently 
called  Maury  County,  they  erected  their  log  huts 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the  hard  toil  of 
a new  farm  in  the  wilderness,  James  K.  Polk 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
His  father,  adding  the  pursuit  of  a surveyor  to 
that  of  a farmer,  gradually  increased  in  wealth, 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
region.  His  mother  was  a superior  woman,  of 
strong  common  sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life  James  developed  a taste  for 
reading,  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  ob- 
tain a liberal  education.  His  mother’s  training 
had  made  him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught 
him  punctuality  and  industry,  and  had  inspired 
him  with  lofty  principles  of  morality.  His  health 
was  frail,  and  his  father,  fearing  that  he  might  not 
be  able  to  endure  a sedentary  life,  got  a situation 
for  him  behind  the  counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for 
commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a few  weeks,  when, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  his  father  removed 
him  and  made  arrangements  for  him  to  pros- 
ecute his  studies.  Soon  after  he  sent  him  to  Mur- 
freesboro Academy.  With  ardor  which  could 
scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed  forward  in  his 


studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a-half  years,  in 
the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allow- 
ing himself  to  be  absent  from  a recitation  or  a 
religious  service. 

Mr.  Polk  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest 
honors,  being  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class, 
both  in  mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was 
then  twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  health  was 
at  this  time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with 
which  he  had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a 
short  season  of  relaxation,  he  went  to  Nashville, 
and  entered  the  office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study 
law.  Here  Mr.  Polk  renewed  his  acquaintance 
with  Andrew  Jackson,  who  resided  on  his  planta- 
tion, the  “Hermitage,”  but  a few  miles  from 
Nashville.  They  had  probably  been  slightly  ac- 
quainted before. 

Mr.  Polk’s  father  was  a Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  adhered  to  the  same  political  faith. 
He  was  a popular  public  speaker,  and  was  con- 
stantly called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a speaker  was  such 
that  he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the 
stump.  He  was  a man  of  unblemished  morals, 
genial  and  courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that 
sympathetic  nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  oth- 
ers which  gave  him  hosts  of  friends.  In  1823, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Uegislature  of  Tennessee, 
and  gave  his  strong  influence  toward  the  election 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  MissSarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.  His 
bride  was  altogether  worthy  of  him — a lady  of 
beauty  and  culture.  In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.  Polk 
was  chosen  a member  of  Congress,  and  the  satis- 
faction he  gave  his  constituents  may  be  inferred 
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from  the  fact,  that  for  fourteen  successive  years, 
or  until  1839,  he  was  continued  in  that  office.  He 
then  voluntarily  withdrew,  only  that  he  might 
accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair  of  Tennessee.  In 
Congress  he  was  a laborious  member,  a frequent 
and  a popular  speaker.  He  was  always  in  his 
seat,  always  courteous,  and  whenever  he  spoke 
it  was  always  to  the  point,  without  any  ambitious 
rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were 
roused  and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed,  but  he 
performed  his  arduous  duties  to  a very  general 
satisfaction,  and  a unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk, 
as  a candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State. 
He  was  elected  by  a large  majority,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 14,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville. 
In  1841  his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was 
again  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  in- 
augurated President  of  the  United  States.  The 
verdict  of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  exerted  its  influence  upon  Congress, 
and  the  last  act  of  the  administration  of  President 
Tyler  was  to  affix  his  signature  to  a joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  ap- 
proving of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 
As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas  as  one  of  her 
provinces,  the  Mexican  Minister,  Almonte,  im- 
mediately demanded  his  passports  and  left  the 
country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation  to  be 
an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be 
received  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Taylor 
was  sent  with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the 
country.  He  was  first'  sent  to  Nueces,  which  the 
Mexicans  said  was  the  western  boundary  of  Tex- 
as. Then  he  was  sent  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  erected 
batteries  which  commanded  the  Mexican  city  of 
Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on  the  western 


banks.  The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place, 
and  war  was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President 
Polk.  The  war  was  pushed  forward  by  his  ad- 
ministration with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor, 
whose  army  was  first  called  one  of  ‘ ‘ observation,  ’ ’ 
then  of  “occupation,”  then  of  “invasion,”  was 
sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The  feeble  Mexicans 
in  every  encounter  were  hopelessly  slaughtered. 
The  day  of  judgment  alone  can  reveal  the  misery 
which  this  war  caused.  It  was  by  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration  that  the  war  was 
brought  on. 

‘ ‘ To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.  ’ ’ Mexico 
was  prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our 
hands.  We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the 
condition  that  Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in 
addition  to  Texas,  all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of 
Upper  and  Dower  California.  This  new  demand 
embraced,  exclusive  of  Texas,  eight  hundred 
thousand  square  miles.  This  was  an  extent  of 
territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the  size  of  New 
York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen  ma- 
jestic States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There 
were  some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right; 
there  were  others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  war  we  expended  twenty 
thousand  lives  and  more  than  $100,000,000.  Of 
this  money  $15,000,000  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired 
from  office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next 
day  was  Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was 
inaugurated  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to 
the  Capitol  in  the  same  carriage  with  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, and  the  same  evening,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he 
commenced  his  return  to  Tennessee.  He  was 
then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  had  always 
been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits,  and  his 
health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune,  a 
choice  library,  a cultivated  mind,  and  domestic 
ties  of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though 
long  years  of  tranquillity  and  happiness  were  be- 
fore him.  But  the  cholera — that  fearful  scourge 
- — was  then  sweeping  up  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  contracted  the  disease,  dying  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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fTACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth  President  of 
A the  United  States,  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
/v  November,  1784,  in  Orange  County,  Va. 
His  father,  Col.  Taylor,  was  a Virginian  of 
note,  and  a distinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary  was  an  infant, 
his  father,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in  the  path- 
less wilderness,  a few  miles  from  Louisville.  In 
this  frontier  home,  away  from  civilization  and  all 
its  refinements,  young  Zachary  could  enjoy  but 
few  social  and  educational  advantages.  When 
six  years  of  age  he  attended  a common  school, 
and  was  then  regarded  as  a bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of 
character.  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reli- 
ant, and  manifested  a strong  desire  to  enter  the 
army  to  fight  the  Indians,  who  were  ravaging  the 
frontiers.  There  is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the 
uneventful  years  of  his  childhood  on  his  father’s 
large  but  lonely  plantation. 

In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for 
him  a commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were 
stationed  at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
Soon  after  this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith, 
a young  lady  from  one  of  the  first  families  of 
Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with 
England,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then 
been  promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command 
of  Ft.  Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles 
above  Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the 
wilderness  by  Gen.  Harrison,  on  his  march  to 
Tippecanoe.  It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  at- 
tack by  the  Indians,  led  by  Tecumseh.  Its  garri- 
son consisted  of  a broken  company  of  infantry, 
numbering  fifty  men,  many  of  whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians, 
stealthily,  and  in  large  nnmbers,  moved  upon  the 


fort.  Their  approach  was  first  indicated  by  the 
murder  of  two  soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade. 
Capt.  Taylor  made  every  possible  preparation  to 
meet  the  anticipated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, a band  of  forty  painted  and  plumed  sav- 
ages came  to  the  fort,  waving  a white  flag,  and 
informed  Capt.  Taylor  that  in  the  morning  their 
chief  would  come  to  have  a talk  with  him.  It 
was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages, 
kept  them  at  a distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared; 
the  garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour 
before  midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a 
thousand  lips  in  the  forest  around,  followed  by 
the  discharge  of  musketry  and  the  rush  of  the 
foe.  Every  man,  sick  and  well,  sprang  to  his 
post.  Every  man  knew  that  defeat  was  not 
merely  death,  but,  in  the  case  of  capture,  death  by 
the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  torture.  No 
pen  can  describe,  no  imagination  can  conceive,  the 
scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses.  Until  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning  this  awful  conflict  con- 
tinued, when  the  savages,  baffled  at  every  point 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired. 
Capt.  Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defense,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Maj.  Taylor  was 
placed  in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little 
more  of  active  service.  He  was  sent  far  away 
into  the  depths  of  the  wilderness  to  Ft.  Craw- 
ford, on  Fox  River,  which  empties  into  Green 
Bay.  Here  there  was  little  to  be  done  but  to 
wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one  best  could. 
There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  intellectual 
stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful  years 
rolled  on.  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  re- 


64 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR. 


suited  in  the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain, 
Col.  Taylor  took  a subordinate,  but  a brave  and 
efficient,  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged 
in  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  re- 
mote, and  in  employments  so  obscure,  that  his 
name  was  unknown  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
immediate  acquaintance.  In  the  year  1836,  he 
was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans to  vacate  that  region,  and  retire  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty  had  prom- 
ised they  should  do.  The  services  rendered  here 
secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government,  and  as  a reward  he  was  ele- 
vated to  the  high  rank  of  Brigadier-General  by 
brevet,  and  soon  after,  in  May,  1838,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  chief  command  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  Peninsula,  Gen.  Tay- 
lor obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a change  of 
command,  and  was  stationed  over  the  Department 
of  the  Southwest.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing 
his  headquarters  at  Ft.  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he 
removed  his  family  to  a plantation  which  he  pur- 
chased near  Baton  Rouge.  Here  he  remained 
for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were,  from  the  world, 
but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the 
land  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the 
latter  river  being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which 
was  then  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Soon 
the  war  with  Mexico  was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won 
brilliant  victories  over  the  Mexicans.  The  rank 
of  Major-General  by  brevet  was  then  conferred 
upon  Gen.  Tajdor,  and  his  name  was  received 
with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in  the  na- 
tion. Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista,  in  which  he  won  signal  victories 
over  forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena 
Vista  spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the 
country.  The  name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on 
every  one’s  lips.  The  Whig  party  decided  to 


take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  popularity  in 
bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  unlettered,  hon- 
est soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  announce- 
ment, and  for  a time  would  not  listen  to  it,  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such 
an  office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  poli- 
tics, that  for  forty  years  he  had  not  cast  a vote. 
It  was  not  without  chagrin  that  several  distin- 
guished statesmen,  who  had  been  long  years  in 
the  public  service,  found  their  claims  set  aside  in 
behalf  of  one  whose  name  had  never  been  heard 
of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de 
la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista.  It  is  said 
that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste,  remarked,  “ It 
is  a nomination  not  fit  to  be  made.” 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a 
fine  writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him, 
and  prepared  such  few  communications  as  it  was 
needful  should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The 
popularity  of  the  successful  warrior  swept  the 
laud.  He  was  triumphantly  elected  over  two 
opposing  candidates, — Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-Presi- 
dent Martin  Van  Buren.  Though  he  selected  an 
excellent  cabinet,  the  good  old  man  found  himself 
in  a very  uncongenial  position,  and  was  at  times 
sorely  perplexed  and  harassed.  His  mental  suf- 
ferings were  very  severe,  and  probably  tended  to 
hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party  was 
pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy;  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California 
was  pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while 
slavery  stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen. 
Taylor  found  the  political  conflicts  in  Washington 
to  be  far  more  trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles 
with  Mexicans  or  Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but 
little  over  a year,  took  cold,  and  after  a brief 
sickness  of  but  little  over  five  days,  died,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  1850.  His  last  words  were,  ‘‘I  am 
not  afraid  to  die.  I am  ready.  I have  endeav- 
ored to  do  my  duty.”  He  died  universally  re- 
spected and  beloved.  An  honest,  unpretending 
man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thirteenth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. , on  the  7th  of 
January,  1800.  His  father  was  a farmer,  and,  owing 
to  misfortune,  in  humble  circumstances.  Of  his 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard,  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been  said  that  she  pos- 
sessed an  intellect  of  a high  order,  united  with 
much  personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  disposi- 
tion, graceful  manners  and  exquisite  sensibilities. 
She  died  in  1831,  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  promise,  though  she 
was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high  dignity 
which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender 
advantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The 
common  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended, 
were  very  imperfect  institutions,  and  books  were 
scarce  and  expensive.  There  was ' nothing  then 
in  his  character  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career 
upon  which  he  was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a 
plain  farmer’s  boy — intelligent,  good-looking, 
kind-hearted.  The  sacred  iufluences  of  home 
had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible,  and  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  an  upright  character.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him  some 
hundred  miles  from  home  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a small  village,  where 
some  enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  col- 
lection of  a village  library.  This  proved  an  in- 
estimable blessing  to  young  Fillmore.  His  even- 
ings were  spent  in  reading.  Soon  every  leisure 
moment  was  occupied  with  books.  His  thirst  for 
knowledge  became  insatiate,  and  the  selections 
which  he  made  were  continually  more  elevating 
and  instructive.  He  read  history,  biography, 
oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  enkindled 


in  his  heart  a desire  to  be  something  more  than  a 
mere  worker  with  his  hands. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  there  was  a gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  ample  pecuniary  means  and  of  benev- 
olence,— Judge  Walter  Wood, — who  was  struck 
with  the  prepossessing  appearance  of  young  Fill- 
more. He  made  his  acquaintance,  and  was  so 
much  impressed  with  his  ability  and  attainments 
that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his  trade  and  de- 
vote himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The  young 
man  replied  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him,  and  that  his  previous  edu- 
cation had  been  very  imperfect.  But  J udge  Wood 
had  so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly 
offered  to  take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to 
lend  him  such  money  as  he  needed.  Most  grate- 
fully the  generous  offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a strange  delusion 
about  a collegiate  education.  A young  man  is 
supposed  to  be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  gradu- 
ated at  some  college.  But  many  a boy  who  loi- 
ters through  university  halls  and  then  enters  a 
law  office  is  by  no  means  as  well  prepared  to 
prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was  Millard  Fill- 
more when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing-mill  at 
the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to 
intense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  then  went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded, 
quiet  region,  his  practice,  of  course,  was  limited, 
and  there  was  no  opportunity  for  a sudden  rise  in 
fortune  or  in  fame.  Here,  in  1826,  he  married  a 
lady  of  great  moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of 
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adorning  an}-  station  she  might  be  called  to  fill, — 
Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advo- 
cate, gradually  attracted  attention,  and  he  was 
invited  to  enter  into  partnership,  under  highly  ad- 
vantageous circumstances,  with  an  elder  member 
of  the  Bar  in  Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to 
Buffalo,  in  1829,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a Repre- 
sentative from  Erie  County.  Though  he  had 
never  taken  a very  active  part  in  politics,  his  vote 
and  sympathies  were  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a helpless  minority  in  the  Legislature;  still  the 
testimony  comes  from  all  parties  that  his  courtesy, 
ability  and  integrity  won,  to  a very  unusual  de- 
gree, the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered 
that  troubled  arena  in  the  most  tumultuous  hours 
of  our  national  history,  when  the  great  conflict 
respecting  the  national  bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  was  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed,  and  he  returned 
to  his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increas- 
ing reputation  and  success.  After  a lapse  of  two 
years  he  again  became  a candidate  for  Congress; 
was  re-elected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His 
past  experience  as  a Representative  gave  him 
strength  and  confidence.  The  first  term  of  service 
in  Congress  to  any  man  can  be  but  little  more 
than  an  introduction.  He  was  now  prepared  for 
active  duty.  All  his  energies  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every  measure  re- 
ceived his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a man  of  wide  repute, 
and  his  popularity  filled  the  State.  In  the  year 
1847,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty  - 
seven  years,  he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the 
State.  His  labors  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given 
him  very  considerable  fame.  The  Whigs  were 
casting  about  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion. Far  away  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
there,  was  a rough  old  soldier,  who  had  fought 


one  or  two  successful  battles  with  the  Mexicans, 
which  had  caused  his  name  to  be  proclaimed  in 
trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land  as  a candidate  for 
the  presidency.  But  it  was  necessary  to  associate 
with  him  on  the  same  ticket  some  man  of  repu- 
tation as  a statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore 
became  the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President.  The 
Whig  ticket  was  signally  triumphant.  On  the 
4th  of  March,  1849,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
President,  and  Millard  Fillmore  Vice-President, 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor, 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the 
Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  be- 
came President.  He  appointed  a very  able  cabi- 
net, of  which  the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was 
Secretary  of  State;  nevertheless,  he  had  serious 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  since  the  opposition 
had  a majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  all  in  his 
power  to  conciliate  the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery 
party  in  the  South  felt  the  inadequacy  of  all 
measures  of  transient  conciliation.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  increasing 
over  that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevitable 
that  the  power  of  the  Government  should  soon 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The  fa- 
mous compromise  measures  were  adopted  under 
Mr.  Fillmore’s  administration,  and  the  Japan  ex- 
pedition was  sene  out.  On  the  4th  of  March, 
1853,  he,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  “Know-Nothing”  party,  but 
was  beaten  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr. 
Fillmore  lived  in  retirement.  During  the  terri- 
ble conflict  of  civil  war,  he  was  mostly  silent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  that  his  sympathies  were 
rather  with  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  over- 
throw our  institutions.  President  Fillmore  kept 
aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any  cordial  words 
of  cheer  to  one  party  or  the  other.  He  was  thus 
forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a ripe  old  age, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the  fourteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hills- 
borough, N.  H.,  November  23,  1804.  His 
father  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  with  his 
own  strong  arm  hewed  out  a home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. He  was  a man  of  inflexible  integrity,  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated,  mind,  and  was  an  un- 
compromising Democrat.  The  mother  of  Frank- 
lin Pierce  was  all  that  a son  could  desire — an  in- 
telligent, prudent,  affectionate,  Christian  woman. 

Franklin,  who  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children, 
was  a remarkably  bright  and  handsome  boy, 
generous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won 
alike  the  love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on 
the  play-ground  loved  him.  His  teachers  loved 
him.  The  neighbors  looked  upon  him  with  pride 
and  affection.  He  was  by  instinct  a gentleman, 
always  speaking  kind  words,  and  doing  kind 
deeds,  with  a peculiar,  unstudied  tact  which 
taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a good  scholar,  and  in 
body  and  mind  a finely  developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820, 
he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in 
the  college.  The  purity  of  his  moral  character, 
the  unvarying  courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank 
as  a scholar,  and  genial  nature,  rendered  him  a 
universal  favorite.  There  was  something  pe- 
culiarly winning  in  his  address,  and  it  was  evi- 
dently not  in  the  slightest  degree  studied — it  was 
the  simple  outgushing  of  his  own  magnanimous 
and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin 
Pierce  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 


lawyers  of  the  State,  and  a man  of  great  private 
worth.  The  eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young 
lawyer,  his  father’s  prominence  as  a public  man, 
and  the  brilliant  political  career  into  which  Judge 
Woodbury  was  entering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr. 
Pierce  into  the  fascinating  yet  perilous  path  of 
political  life.  With  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here  he 
served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  by  a very  large 
vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  Congress.  In  1837,  being 
then  but  thirty-three  years  old,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren 
commenced  his  administration.  He  was  the 
youngest  member  in  the  Senate.  In  the  year 
1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means  Appleton,  a 
lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  one 
admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every  station  with  which 
her  husband  was  honored.  Of  the  three  sons  who 
were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with  their  par- 
ents in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing 
fame  and  increasing  business  as  a lawyer,  took  up 
his  residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New 
Hampshire.  President  Polk,  upon  his  accession 
to  office,  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney-General 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  offer  was  declined 
in  consequence  of  numerous  professional  engage- 
ments at  home,  and  the  precarious  state  of  Mrs. 
Pierce’s  health.  He  also,  about  the  same  time, 
declined  the  nomination  for  Governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called 


72 


FRANKLIN  PIERCH. 


Mr.  Pierce  into  the  army.  Receiving  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brigadier- General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  R I.,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1847.  He  took  an  important  part 
in  this  war,  proving  himself  a brave  and  true  sol- 
dier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  na- 
tive State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  coldly  by  his 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in 
political  questions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to 
the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  compromise  measures  met  cordially  with  his 
approval,  and  he  strenuously  advocated  the  en- 
forcement of  the  infamous  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
which  so  shocked  the  religious  sensibilities  of  the 
North.  He  thus  became  distinguished  as  a 
“ Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.”  The 
strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  con- 
vention met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  For  four  days  they  contin- 
ued in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one 
had  obtained  a two-thirds  vote.  Not  a vote  thus 
far  had  been  thrown  for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the 
Virginia  delegation  brought  forward  his  name. 
There  were  fourteen  more  ballotings,  during  which 
Gen.  Pierce  constantly  gained  strength,  until,  at 
the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all  other  candidates 
eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  the  Whig  can- 
didate. Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with  great  una- 
nimity. Only  four  States — Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee — cast  their  elec- 
toral votes  against  him.  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 

His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most 
stormy  our  country  had  ever  experienced.  The 
controversy  between  slavery  and  freedom  was 
then  approaching  its  culminating  point.  It  be- 
came evident  that  there  was  to  be  an  irrepressible 
conflict  between  them,  and  that  this  nation 
could  not  long  exist  ‘ ‘ half  slave  and  half  free.  ’ ’ 


President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  admin- 
istration, did  everything  he  could  to  conciliate  the 
South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on 
every  Southern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Presi- 
dent Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four- 
years  term  of  office.  The  North  had  become 
thoroughly  alienated  from  him.  The  anti-slavery 
sentiment,  goaded  by  great  outrages,  had  been 
rapidly  increasing;  all  the  intellectual  ability  and 
social  worth  of  President  Pierce  were  forgotten  in 
deep  reprehension  of  his  administrative  acts.  The 
slaveholders  of  the  South  also,  unmindful  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  had  advocated  those  meas- 
ures of  Government  which  they  approved,  and 
perhaps  feeling  that  he  had  rendered  himself 
so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be  able  to  accepta- 
bly serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped  him,  and 
nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Concord.  His  three  chil- 
dren were  all  dead,  his  last  surviving  child  hav- 
ing been  killed  before  his  eyes  in  a railroad  acci- 
dent; and  his  wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and 
accomplished  of  ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in 
consumption.  The  hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon 
came,  and  he  was  left  alone  in  the  world  without 
wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth  which 
divided  our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two 
only,  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  always  cherished,  and  gave 
his  sympathies  to  that  pro-slavery  party  with 
which  he  had  ever  been  allied.  He  declined  to 
do  anything,  either  by  voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen 
the  hand  of  the  National  Government.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Concord  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1869.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of  men,  an  hon- 
ored communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  he  contributed  liberally  toward  the  allevia- 
tion of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his 
towns-people  were  often  gladdened  by  his  material 
bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  a small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  ridge 
of  the  Alleghanies,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place  where  the 
humble  cabin  home  stood  was  called  Stony  Bat- 
ter. His  father  was  a native  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, who  had  emigrated  in  1783,  with  little  prop- 
erty save  his  own  strong  arms.  Five  years  after- 
ward he  married  Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter 
of  a respectable  farmer,  and,  with  his  young  bride, 
plunged  into  the  wilderness,  staked  his  claim, 
reared  his  log  hut,  opened  a clearing  with  his 
axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  perform  his  obscure 
part  in  the  drama  of  life.  When  James  was  eight 
years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  the  village  of 
Mercersburg,  where  his  son  was  placed  at  school, 
and  commenced  a course  of  study  in  English, 
Latin  and  Greek.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, at  Carlisle.  Here  he  developed  remarkable 
talent,  and  took  his  stand  among  the  first  scholars 
in  the  institution. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  high- 
est honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen 
years  of  age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health, 
fond  of  athletic  sports,  an  unerring  shot,  and  en- 
livened with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits, 
lie  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  law  in 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1812,  when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a member  of  the  Lower 
House.  During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he 


occasionally  tried  some  important  case.  In  1831 
he  retired  altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profes- 
sion, having  acquired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presi- 
dency, appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  Minister  to  Rus- 
sia. The  duties  of  his  mission  he  performed 
with  ability,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
Upon  his  return,  in  1833,  he  was  elected  to  a seat 
in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  there  met  as 
his  associates  Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Cal- 
houn. He  advocated  the  measures  proposed  by 
President  Jackson,  of  making  reprisals  against 
France  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our  claims 
against  that  country,  and  defended  the  course  of 
the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the 
supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this 
question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision  with 
Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  re- 
moving the  deposits.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of 
anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United  States 
mails.  As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
he  advocated  that  they  should  be  respectfully  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned 
that  Congress  had  110  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  “ Congress,”  said  he,  ‘‘might  as  well 
undertake  to  interfere  with  slavery  under  a for- 
eign government  as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it 
now  exists.” 

Upon  Mr.  Polk’s  accession  to  the  Presidency, 
Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  a? 
such  took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the 
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conduct  of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed 
that  crossing  the  Nueces  by  the  American 
troops  into  the  disputed  territory  was  not  wrong, 
but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Texas  was  a declaration  of  war.  No  candid 
man  can  read  with  pleasure  the  account  of  the 
course  our  Government  pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly 
with  the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
extension  of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind  to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 
He  gave  his  cordial  approval  to  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  which  included  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mis- 
sion to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a national  Democratic  Con- 
vention nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged. 
All  the  friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all 
the  advocates  of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition 
on  the  other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the 
enemies  of  slavery,  received  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  was  elected. 
The  popular  vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont, 
1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857, 
the  latter  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with 
whom  he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles 
and  action  for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  that  they  might  rear 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a nation 
whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery.  In 
this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly 
bewildered.  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed 
principles,  consistently  oppose  the  State  Rights 
party  in  their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the 
United  States,  bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to 
administer  the  laws,  he  could  not,  without  per- 
jury of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with  those  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He  there- 
fore did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  administra- 


tion nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  stand- 
ard-bearer in  the  next  Presidential  canvass. 
The  pro-slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were 
elected  and  the  control  of  the  Government  were 
thus  taken  from  their  hands,  they  would  secede 
from  the  Union,  taking  with  them  as  they  retired 
the  National  Capitol  at  Washington  and  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holders claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan  avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions 
of  governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State 
which  had  withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting 
to  withdraw,  from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the 
doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand 
upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed:  “The  Union 

must  and  shall  be  preserved!” 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860, 
nearly  three  months  before  the  inauguration  of 
President  Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in 
listless  despair.  The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in 
Charleston;  Ft.  Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts, 
navy-yards  and  arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots 
of  military  stores  were  plundered,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses and  post-offices  were  appropriated  by 
the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  na- 
tion looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow 
weeks  to  glide  away  and  close  the  administration, 
so  terrible  in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long- 
looked-for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  can  not  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled 
its  billows  of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole 
land,  no  word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his 
wish  that  our  country’s  banner  should  triumph 
over  the  flag  of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his 
Wheatland  retreat,  June  1,  1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the  sixteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hardin 
County,  Ky. , February  12,  1809.  About 
the  year  1780,  a man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his  family  and  moved 
into  the  then  wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  and  while  still  a young  man, 
he  was  working  one  day  in  a field,  when  an  Indian 
stealthily  approached  and  killed  him.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five  little  chil- 
dren, three  boys  and  two  girls.  Thomas,  the 
youngest  of  the  boys,  and  the  father  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father’s  death. 

When  twenty-eight  years  old,  Thomas  Lincoln 
built  a log  cabin,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky 
emigrants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia. 
Their  second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was 
a noble  woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created 
to  adorn  a palace,  but  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and 
die  in  a hovel.  “ All  that  I am,  or  hope  to  be,” 
exclaimed  the  grateful  son,  “ I owe  to  my  angel- 
mother.”  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  sold  his  cabin  and  small  farm  and  moved 
to  Indiana,  where  two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly 
family  was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There 
were  joys  and  griefs,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Abraham’s  sister  Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly 
attached,  was  married  when  a child  of  but  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  soon  died.  The  family 
was  gradually  scattered,  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
sold  out  his  squatter’s  claim  in  1830,  and  emi- 
grated to  Macon  County,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father 
in  rearing  another  log  cabin,  and  worked  quite 
diligently  at  this  until  he  saw  the  family  com- 
fortably settled,  and  their  small  lot  of  enclosed 
prairie  planted  with  corn,  when  he  announced  to 


his  father  his  intention  to  leave  home,  and  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  fortune.  Little 
did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  brilliant  that 
fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of  educa- 
tion and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Religion  he 
revered.  His  morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  un- 
contaminated by  a single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a time  as  a hired 
laborer  among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to 
Springfield,  where  he  was  employed  in  building 
a large  flat-boat.  In  this  he  took  a herd  of  swine, 
floated  them  down  the  Sangamon  to  Illinois,  and 
thence  by  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  What- 
ever Abraham  Lincoln  undertook,  he  performed 
so  faithfully  as  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  In  this  adventure  the  latter  were 
so  well  pleased,  that  upon  his  return  they  placed 
a store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  he  enlisted  and  was  chosen  Captain  of  a 
company.  He  returned  to  Sangamon  County, 
and,  although  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was 
a candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated. 
He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew  J ackson  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem.  His 
only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there,  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and 
soon  made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again 
became  a candidate  for  the  Legislature  and  was 
elected.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him 
to  study  law.  He  walked  from  New  Salem  to 
Springfield,  borrowed  of  Mr.  Stuart  a load  of 
books,  carried  them  back,  and  began  his  legal 
studies.  When  the  Legislature  assembled,  he 
trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back  one 
hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here 
it  was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  I11  1839 
he  removed  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice 
of  law.  His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great 
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that  he  was  soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted 
case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Illinois,  in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at 
once  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party. 
Mr.  Lincoln’s  speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator 
Douglas  in  the  contest  in  1858  for  a seat  in  the 
Senate,  form  a most  notable  part  of  his  history. 
The  issue  was  on  the  slavery  question,  and  he 
took  the  broad  ground  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  contest,  but  won  a 
far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chi- 
cago on  the  1 6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates 
and  strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to 
twenty-five  thousand.  An  immense  building 
called  “ The  Wigwam,”  was  reared  to  accommo- 
date the  convention.  There  were  eleven  candi- 
dates for  whom  votes  were  thrown.  William  H. 
Seward,  a man  whose  fame  as  a statesman  had 
long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most  prominent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  he  would  be  the  nomi- 
nee. Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received  the 
nomination  on  the  third  ballot. 

Election  day  came,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty  electoral  votes  out  of  two 
hundred  and  three  cast,  and  was,  therefore,  con- 
stitutionally elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this 
good  and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slave- 
holders, was  greater  than  upon  any  other  man 
ever  elected  to  this  high  position.  In  February, 
1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started  for  Washington,  stop- 
ping in  all  the  large  cities  on  his  way,  making 
speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught  with 
much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassi- 
nation were  afterward  brought  to  light.  A gang 
in  Baltimore  had  arranged  upon  his  arrival  to 
‘‘get  up  a row,”  and  in  the  confusion  to  make 
sure  of  his  death  with  revolvers  and  hand-gren- 
ades. A detective  unravelled  the  plot.  A secret 
and  special  train  was  provided  to  take  him  from 
Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an  unexpected 


hour  of  the  night.  The  tram  started  at  half-past 
ten,  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communication 
on  the  part  of  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train 
had  started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr. 
Lincoln  reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was 
inaugurated,  although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by 
all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to 
other  prominent  opponents  before  the  convention 
he  gave  important  positions;  but  during  no  other 
administration  had  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
President  been  so  manifold,  and  the  responsibilities 
so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to  his  lot.  Knowing 
this,  and  feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability 
to  meet,  and  in  his  own  strength  to  cope  with, 
the  difficulties,  he  learned  early  to  seek  Divine 
wisdom  and  guidance  in  determining  his  plans, 
and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his  trials,  both  personal 
and  national.  Contrary  to  his  own  estimate  of 
himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  most  cour- 
ageous of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the  rebel 
capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving,  with 
no  guard  but  a few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had 
been  made  for  his  assassination,  and  he  at  last 
fell  a victim  to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he, 
with  Gen.  Grant,  was  urgently  invited  to  attend 
Ford’s  Theatre.  It  was  announced  that  they 
would  be  present.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  left  the 
city.  President  Lincoln,  feeling,  with  his  char- 
acteristic kindliness  of  heart,  that  it  would  be  a 
disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them,  very  re- 
luctantly consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play,  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth  entered  the  box  where  the  President  and 
family  were  seated,  and  fired  a bullet  into  his 
brain.  He  died  the  next  morning  at  seven 
o’clock. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world  was 
a nation  plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death 
of  its  ruler.  Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and 
wept  in  speechless  anguish.  His  was  a life  which 
will  fitly  become  a model.  His  name  as  the 
Savior  of  his  country  will  live  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington’s, its  Father. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seventeenth  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  early  life  of  An- 
drew Johnson  contains  but  the  record  of  pov- 
erty, destitution  and  friendlessness.  He  was  born 
December  29,  1808,  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  par- 
ents, belonging  to  the  class  of  “poor  whites’’ 
of  the  South,  were  in  such  circumstances  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slightest  advantages  of 
education  upon  their  child.  When  Andrew  was 
five  years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally  lost  his 
life,  while  heroically  endeavoring  to  save  a friend 
from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by 
the  labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living 
with  her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a school  one 
day,  and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write, was 
apprenticed  to  a tailor  in  his  native  town.  A gen- 
tleman was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor’s 
shop  occasionally,  and  reading  to  the  boys  at 
work  there.  He  often  read  from  the  speeches  of 
distinguished  British  statesmen.  Andrew,  who 
was  endowed  with  a mind  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  became  much  interested  in  these  speeches; 
his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he  was  inspired  with 
a strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon 
the  gentleman  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches. 
The  owner,  pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave 
him  the  book,  but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  com- 
bine the  letters  into  words.  Under  such  difficul- 
ties he  pressed  onward  laboriously,  spending  usu- 
ally ten  or  twelve  hours  at  work  in  the  shop,  and 
then  robbing  himself  of  rest  and  recreation  to  de- 
vote such  time  as  he  could  to  reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 


Greenville,  where  he  married  a young  lady  who 
possessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions 
he  learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a 
favorite  with  the  students  of  Greenville  College. 
In  1828,  he  organized  a working  man’s  party, 
which  elected  him  Alderman,  and  in  1830  elected 
him  Mayor,  which  position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a lively  interest  in 
political  affairs,  identifying  himself  with  the  work- 
ing-class, to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  Tennessee.  He  was  then  just  twenty  - 
seven  years  of  age.  He  became  a very  active 
member  of  the  Legislature,  gave  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1840  “stumped  the 
State,’’  advocating  Martin  Van  Buren’s  claims  to 
the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those  of  Gen. 
Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843, 
he  was  elected  a Member  of  Congress,  and  by  suc- 
cessive elections  held  that  important  post  for  ten 
years.  In  1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tenn- 
essee, and  was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these 
responsible  positions,  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  distinguished  ability,  and  proved  himself  the 
warm  friend  of  the  working  classes.  In  1857,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  elected  United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating,  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would 
probably  prove  ‘ ‘to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which 
the  sable  sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage 
to  freedom,  and  become  merged  in  a population 
congenial  to  themselves.’’  In  1850,  he  also  sup- 
ported the  compromise  measures,  the  two  essen- 
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tial  features  of  which  were,  that  the  white  people 
of  the  Territories  should  be  permitted  to  decide 
for  themselves  whether  they  would  enslave  the 
colored  people  or  not,  and  that  the  free  States  of 
the  North  should  return  to  the  South  persons  who 
attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly 
origin:  on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in 
avowing  that  he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own 
exertions.  “Sir,”  said  he  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  “I  do  not  forget  that  I am  a mechanic; 
neither  do  I forget  that  Adam  was  a tailor  and 
sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Savior  was  the  son 
of  a carpenter.  ’ ’ 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860, 
he  was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for 
the  Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of 
the  Southern  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took 
a decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held 
that  “slavery  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the 
Union  at  whatever  cost.”  He  returned  to  Tenn- 
essee, and  repeatedly  imperiled  his  own  life  to 
protect  the  Unionists  of  that  State.  Tennessee 
having  seceded  from  the  Union,  President  Lincoln, 
on  March  4,  1862,  appointed  him  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  and  he  established  the  most 
stringent  military  rule.  His  numerous  proclama- 
tions attracted  wide  attention.  In  1864,  he  was 
elected  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15,  1865, 
became  President.  In  a speech  two  days  later  he 
said,  “The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a crime 
and  must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will 
not  always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong 
not  only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  * * The 

people  must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the 
blackest  of  crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished.” 
Yet  his  whole  administration,  the  history  of  which 
is  so  well  known,  was  in  utter  inconsistency  with, 
and  in  the  most  violent  opposition  to,  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress,  and  he 
characterized  Congress  as  a new  rebellion,  and 
lawlessly  defied  it  in  everything  possible  to  the  ut- 
most. In  the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of 


“High  crimes  and  misdemeanors,”  the  principal 
of  which  was  the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton  in 
violation  of  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of 
impeachment  were  preferred  against  him,  and  the 
trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A test  article  of  the  impeachment  was 
at  length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It 
was  certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  ar- 
ticle so  would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices 
pronounced  the  President  guilty.  As  a two-thirds 
vote  was  necessary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was 
pronounced  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  great 
majority  against  him.  The  change  of  one  vote 
from  the  not  guilty  side  would  have  sustained  the 
impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term, 
was  but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though 
impotently,  his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own 
party  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  renominate 
him  for  the  Presidency.  The  Nation  rallied  with 
enthusiasm,  unparalleled  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, around  the  name  of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew 
Johnson  was  forgotten.  The  bullet  of  the  assassin 
introduced  him  to  the  President’s  chair.  Not- 
withstanding this,  never  was  there  presented  to  a 
man  a better  opportunity  to  immortalize  his  name, 
and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a nation.  He  failed 
utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home  in  Greenville, 
Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in  politics  until 
1875.  On  January  26,  after  an  exciting  struggle, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
United  States  Senator  in  the  Forty-fourth  Congess, 
and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special  ses- 
sion convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-Presi- 
dent  made  a visit  to  his  daughter’s  home,  near 
Carter  Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his 
journey,  he  was  apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous 
health,  but  on  reaching  the  residence  of  his  child 
the  following  day,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
which  rendered  him  unconscious.  He  rallied  oc- 
casionally, but  finally  passed  away  at  2 a.  m., 
July  31 , aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  funeral  was 
held  at  Greenville,  on  the  3d  of  August,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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HLYSSFS  S.  GRANT,  the  eighteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1822,  of  Christian  parents,  in 
a humble  home  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after,  his  father  moved  to 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses  received  a common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1839,  he  entered  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a solid, 
sensible  young  man,  of  fair  ability,  and  of  sturdy, 
honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank  as  a 
scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  Lieutenant  of 
Infantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the 
Missouri  Territory.  Two  years  he  passed  in  these 
dreary  solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no 
chance  here  for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or 
heroism,  nor  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second 
battle.  At  the  battle  of  Monterey,  his  third  en- 
gagement, it  is  said  that  he  performed  a signal 
service  of  daring  and  skillful  horsemanship. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant 
returned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and 
was  again  sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the 
frontier.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  California 
causing  an  immense  tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to 
the  Pacific  shores,  Capt.  Grant  was  sent  with  a 
battalion  to  Ft.  Dallas,  in  Oregon,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  immigrants.  But  life 
was  wearisome  in  those  wilds,  and  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  returned  to  the  States.  Hav- 
ing married,  he  entered  upon  the  cultivation  of  a 
small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  having  little 


skill  as  a farmer,  and  finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering 
into  the  leather  business,  with  a younger  brother 
at  Galena,  111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As 
the  tidings  of  the  rebels  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter 
reached  the  ears  of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting- 
room,  he  said:  “Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me 

for  the  army;  though  I have  served  him  through 
one  war,  I do  not  feel  that  I have  yet  repaid  the 
debt.  I am  still  ready  to  discharge  my  obliga- 
tions. I shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword  and 
see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too.’’ 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a company  of 
volunteers,  and  led  them  as  their  Captain  to 
Springfield,  the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their 
services  were  offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Gov- 
ernor, impressed  by  the  zeal  and  straightforward 
executive  ability  of  Capt.  Grant,  gave  him  a desk 
in  his  office  to  assist  in  the  volunteer  organiza- 
tion that  was  being  formed  in  the  State  in  behalf 
of  the  Government.  On  the  15th  of  June,  1861, 
Capt.  Grant  received  a commission  as  Colonel  of 
the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers. 
His  merits  as  a West  Point  graduate,  who  had 
served  for  fifteen  years  in  the  regular  army,  were 
such  that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier- General,  and  was  placed  in  command  at 
Cairo.  The  rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Padu- 
cah, near  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Scarcely  had  its  folds  appeared  in  the  breeze  ere 
Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The  rebels  fled,  their 
banner  fell,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  un- 
furled in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determina- 
tion and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This 
was  the  beginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of 
Lee  at  Richmond  he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy 
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with  great  vigor  and  effectiveness.  At  Belmont, 
a few  days  later,  he  surprised  and  routed  the 
rebels,  then  at  Ft.  Henry  won  another  victory. 
Then  came  the  brilliant  fight  at  Ft.  Donelson. 
The  nation  was  electrified  by  the  victory,  and  the 
brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was  immediately 
made  a Major-General,  and  the  military  district 
of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well 
how  to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  imme- 
diately pushed  on  to  the  enemies’  lines.  Then 
came  the  terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Corinth,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen. 
Pemberton  made  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
the  city  with  over  thirty  thousand  men  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  cannon.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most  severe  blow  which 
the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered,  and  opened 
up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from 
which  he  was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then 
rushed  to  the  aid  of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas 
at  Chattanooga,  and  by  a wonderful  series  of 
strategic  and  technical  measures  put  the  Union 
army  in  fighting  condition.  Then  followed  the 
bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him 
unbounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred 
on  Gen.  Grant.  He  repaired  to  Washington  to 
receive  his  credentials  and  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  new  office. 

Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge 
of  the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed 
National  troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond, 
the  nominal  capital  of  the  rebellion,  and  endeavor 
there  to  destroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be 
promptly  assembled  from  all  quarters  for  its  de- 
fense. The  whole  continent  seemed  to  tremble 
under  the  tramp  of  these  majestic  armies,  rushing 
to  the  decisive  battle-field.  Steamers  were  crowd- 
ed with  troops.  Railway  trains  were  burdened 


with  closely-packed  thousands.  His  plans  were 
comprehensive,  and  involved  a series  of  cam- 
paigns, which  were  executed  with  remarkable 
energy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved. 
The  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  de- 
clared Gen.  Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  in- 
strument in  its  salvation.  The  eminent  services 
he  had  thus  rendered  the  country  brought  him 
conspicuously  forward  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated 
for  the  Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election 
received  a majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  out  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  ot 
June,  1872,  placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for 
a second  term  by  a unanimous  vote.  The  selec- 
tion was  emphatically  indorsed  by  the  people  five 
months  later,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  elect- 
oral votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen. 
Grant  started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the 
world.  He  visited  almost  every  country  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  was  everywhere  received 
with  such  ovations  and  demonstrations  of  respect 
and  honor,  private  as  well  as  public  and  official, 
as  were  never  before  bestowed  upon  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for 
a renomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New 
York  and  embarked  in  the  brokerage  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Grant  & Ward.  The 
latter  proved  a villain,  wrecked  Grant’s  fortune, 
and  for  larceny  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
The  General  was  attacked  with  cancer  in  the 
throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like  manner,  never 
complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as  General  of 
the  Army,  and  retired  by  Congress.  The  cancer 
soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23,  1885, 
the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  ol 
the  illustrious  General. 


RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES 


UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES,  the  nineteenth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  October  4,  1822,  almost 
three  months  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Ruther- 
ford Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said,  as  far  back  as 
1280,  when  Hayes  and  Rutherford  were  two 
Scottish  chieftains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert  Bruce.  Both 
families  belonged  to  the  nobility,  owned  extensive 
estates,  and  had  a large  following.  Misfortune 
overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland 
in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter, 
married  Sarah  Eee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of 
his  marriage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn. 
Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was 
a manufacturer  of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn. 
Rutherford  Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather 
of  President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in 
August,  1756.  He  was  a farmer,  blacksmith  and 
tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to  Vermont  at  an 
unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro,  where  he 
established  a hotel.  Here  his  son,  Rutherford 
Hayes,  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was  born. 
He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors 
emigrated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having 
been  among  the  wealthiest  and  best  families  of 
Norwich.  Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  is 
traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grand- 
fathers were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industri- 
ous, frugal,  yet  open-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a 


mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  could  mend  a plow, 
knit  a stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that 
he  chose  to  undertake.  He  was  a member  of  the 
church,  active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  town,  and  conducted  his  business  on  Chris- 
tian principles.  After  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable  to  his  neighbors,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  or  rail- 
ways, was  a very  serious  affair.  A tour  of  in- 
spection was  first  made,  occupying  four  months. 
Mr.  Hayes  decided  to  move  to  Delaware,  where 
the  family  arrived  in  1817.  He  died  July  22, 
1822,  a victim  of  malarial  fever,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  of  whom  we 
write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  bereavement, 
found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in  her 
brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from 
Vermont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl,  whom  she  had 
adopted  some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Rutherford  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went 
to  school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neg- 
lected. He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his 
mother  and  sister  as  he  would  have  done  at 
school.  His  sports  were  almost  wholly  within 
doors,  his  playmates  being  his  sister  and  her  asso- 
ciates. These  circumstances  tended,  no  doubt,  to 
foster  that  gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  del- 
icate consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others  which 
were  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy’s  health 
had  improved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress 
in  his  studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college. 
His  preparation  commenced  with  a tutor  at  home; 
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but  lie  was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a pro- 
fessor in  the  Wesleyan  University  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  entered  Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  graduated  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow, 
Esq.,  in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities 
for  study  in  Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  de- 
termined to  enter  the  Eaw  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Eaw  School,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
shortly  afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  at- 
torney-at-law with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fre- 
mont. Here  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring 
but  a limited  practice,  and  apparently  unambitious 
of  distinction  in  his  profession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  am- 
bition found  a new  stimulus.  For  several  years, 
however,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events 
occurring  at  this  period  had  a powerful  influence 
upon  his  subsequent  life.  One  of  these  was  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of  Chillicothe;  the  other  was 
his  introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary  Club, 
a body  embracing  among  its  members  such  men 
as  Chief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Gen.  John 
Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many  others 
hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The  mar- 
riage was  a fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
our  Presidents  was  more  universally  admired, 
reverenced  and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and 
no  one  did  more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon 
American  womanhood.  The  LiteraryClub  brought 
Mr.  Hayes  into  constant  association  with  young 
men  of  high  character  and  noble  aims,  and  lured 
him  to  display  the  qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his 
bashfulness  and  modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  of- 
fice of  City  Solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City 
Council  elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was 
at  the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at 


the  Bar  was  among  the  first.  But  the  news  of 
the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter  found  him  eager  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious. 
In  October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, and  in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but  he  refused 
to  leave  his  old  comrades  and  go  among  strangers. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  was  made  Colonel  of 
his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  South  Moun- 
tain he  received  a wound,  and  while  faint  and 
bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude  that 
won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment, 
after  his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General, 
and  placed  in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha 
division,  and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill  and 
Cedar  Creek,  he  was  promoted  Brigadier-General. 
He  was  also  breveted  Major-General,  “for  gallant 
and  distinguished  services  during  the  campaigns 
of  1864,  in  West  Virginia.”  In  the  course  of  his 
arduous  services,  four  horses  were  shot  from  un- 
der him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long 
been  Democratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the 
campaign,  and  after  the  election  was  importuned 
to  resign  his  commission  in  the  army;  but  he  fi- 
nally declared,  “ I shall  never  come  to  Washing- 
ton until  I can  come  by  way  of  Richmond.  ’ ’ He 
was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of 
Ohio,  over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a popular 
Democrat,  and  in  1869  was  re-elected  over  George 
H.  Pendleton.  He  was  elected  Governor  for  the 
third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and 
after  a hard,  long  contest  was  chosen  President, 
and  was  inaugurated  Monday,  March  5,  1877. 
He  served  his  full  term,  not,  however,  with  satis- 
faction to  his  party,  but  his  administration  was  an 
average  one.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  quietly  in  his  Ohio  home,  where  he 
passed  away  January  17,  1893. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twentieth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  November  19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Abram  and 
Eliza  (Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New  England 
ancestry,  and  from  families  well  known  in  the 
early  history  of  that  section  of  our  country,  but 
who  had  moved  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in  Ohio, 
early  in  its  settlement. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was  born  was 
not  unlike  the  houses  of  poor  Ohio  farmers  of 
that  day.  It  was  about  20  x 30  feet,  built  of  logs, 
with  the  spaces  between  the  logs  filled  with  clay. 
His  father  was  a hard-working  farmer,  and  he 
soon  had  his  fields  cleared,  an  orchard  planted, 
and  a log  barn  built.  The  household  comprised 
the  father  and  mother  and  their  four  children, 
Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and  James.  In  May, 
1823,  the  father  died  from  a cold  contracted  in 
helping  to  put  out  a forest  fire.  At  this  time 
James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps, 
can  tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his 
brother’s  toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty 
years  succeeding  his  father’s  death.  He  now 
lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Gar- 
field enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the 
most  of  them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for 
others,  did  carpenter  work,  chopped  wood,  or  did 
anything  that  would  bring  in  a few  dollars  to  aid 
his  widowed  mother  in  her  struggles  to  keep  the 
little  family  together.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield 
ever  ashamed  of  his  origin,  and  he  never  forgot 
the  friends  of  his  struggling  childhood,  youth  and 
manhood;  neither  did  they  ever  forget  him. 
When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor,  the  humblest 
friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly  greeted  as 
ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness  of 


want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple, 
plain,  modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  cap- 
tain of  a vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious 
to  go  aboard  a vessel,  but  this  his  mother  strongly 
opposed.  She  finally  consented  to  his  going  to 
Cleveland,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that 
he  should  try  to  obtain  some  other  kind  of  em- 
ployment. He  walked  all  the  way  to  Cleveland. 
This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city.  After  making 
many  applications  for  work,  and  trying  to  get 
aboard  a lake  vessel  and  not  meeting  with  suc- 
cess, he  engaged  as  a driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Eetcher,  on  the  Ohio  & Pennsylvania  Canal. 
He  remained  at  this  work  but  a short  time,  when 
he  went  home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at 
Chester  for  about  three  years.  He  then  entered 
Hiram  and  the  Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a few 
terms  of  school  in  the  mean  time,  and  doing  other 
work.  This  school  was  started  by  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  in  1850,  of  which  body  he  was  then  a 
member.  He  became  janitor  and  bell-ringer  in 
order  to  help  pay  his  way.  He  then  became  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  Soon  “ exhausting  Hiram,” 
and  needing  a higher  education,  in  the  fall  of  1854 
he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram  Col- 
lege as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a devoted,  zealous 
member,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places 
where  he  happened  to  be. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1858,  with  Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph,  who 
proved  herself  worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom 
all  the  world  loved.  To  them  were  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  four  boys 
and  one  girl. 
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Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in 
1856,  in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
three  years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county 
mass-meetings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker 
wherever  he  was.  During  this  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Ohio  Senate.  He  also  began  to 
study  law  at  Cleveland,  and  in  1861  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  The  great  Rebellion  broke  out  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once 
resolved  to  fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  enlisted  to 
defend  the  Old  Flag.  He  received  his  commission 
as  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the  Forty-second  Regi- 
ment of  Ohio  Infantry  August  14,  1861.  He 
was  immediately  put  into  active  sendee,  and  be- 
fore he  had  ever  seen  a gun  fired  in  action,  was 
placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  able 
rebel  officer,  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 
This  work  was  bravely  and  speedily  accomplished, 
although  against  great  odds,  and  President  Lin- 
coln commissioned  him  Brigadier-General,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1862;  and  “as  he  had  been  the  youngest 
man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the  army.”  He 
was  with  Gen.  Buell’s  army  at  Shiloh,  in  its 
operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a member  of 
the  general  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen. 
Fitz-John  Porter.  He  was  next  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
“ Chief  of  Staff.  ” The  military  history  of  Gen. 
Garfield  closed  with  his  brilliant  services  at  Chiek- 
amauga,  where  he  won  the  rank  of  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part,  Gen.  Garfield 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862,  from 
the  Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of 
Ohio  had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty 
years  mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a strug- 
gle that  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At 
the  time  he  entered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest 
member  in  that  body.  There  he  remained  by 
successive  re-elections  until  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, in  1880.  Of  his  labors  in  Congress,  Senator 
Hoar  says:  “Since  the  year  1864  you  cannot 

think  of  a question  which  has  been  debated  in 


Congress,  or  discussed  before  a tribunal  of  the 
American  people,  in  regard  to  which  you  will  not 
find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argument  on 
one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance  better 
than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings 
by  Mr.  Garfield.” 

Upon  January  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elect- 
ed to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June,  of  the  same  year,  was  nominated  as  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  President  at  the  great 
Chicago  Convention.  He  was  elected  in  the  fol- 
lowing November,  and  on  March  4,  1881,  was 
inaugurated.  Probably  no  administration  ever 
opened  its  existence  under  brighter  auspices  than 
that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every  day  it  grew 
in  favor  with  the  people.  By  the  1st  of  July 
he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  prelimi- 
nary work  of  his  administration,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Will- 
iams College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the 
depot,  in  company  with  Secretary  Blaine,  a man 
stepped  behind  him,  drew  a revolver,  and  fired 
directly  at  his  back.  The  President  tottered  and 
fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the  assassin  fired  a second 
shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the  left  coat  sleeve  of  his 
victim,  but  inflicting  no  further  injury.  It  has 
been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was  ‘ ‘ the  shot 
that  was  heard  around  the  world.”  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  nation  had  anything  occur- 
red which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was 
smitten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his 
life,  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For 
eighty  days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July 
and  August,  he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and 
by  his  magnificent  bearing  taught  the  country 
and  the  world  one  of  the  noblest  of  human  les- 
sons— how  to  live  grandly  in  the  very  clutch  of 
death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpassingly  great 
in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  September 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of 
the  ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  be- 
fore. The  world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  rarely 
ever  had  done  on  the  death  of  any  other  great 
and  noble  man. 


CHESTER  A.  ARTHUR 


HESTER  A.  ARTHUR,  twenty-first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Vt.,  on  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  two  sons 
and  five  daughters.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Arthur,  a Baptist  clergyman,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  near  Albany,  after  a long  and  suc- 
cessful ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  where  he  excelled  in  all  his  studies. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  in  Ver- 
mont for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  came  to  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver 
as  a student.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
formed  a partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and 
room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  practicing  in  the  West,  and  for  three 
months  they  roamed  about  in  the  Western  States 
in  search  of  an  eligible  site,  but  in  the  end  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  they  hung  out  their 
shingle,  and  entered  upon  a successful  career  al- 
most from  the  start.  Gen.  Arthur  soon  after  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Herndon,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Con- 
gress voted  a gold  medal  to  his  widow  in  recog- 
nition of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr. 
Arthur’s  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  leav- 
ing two  children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celeb- 
rity in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves 
who  had  been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in 


1852  that  Jonathan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to 
New  York  with  his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them 
to  Texas,  when  they  were  discovered  and  freed. 
The  Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  held  by 
the  owner  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A howl 
of  rage  went  up  from  the  South,  and  the  Virginia 
Legislature  authorized  the  Attorney-General  of 
that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal.  William  M. 
Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed  to 
represent  the  people,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Charles  O’ Conor  here  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  slaveholders,  but  he,  too,  was 
beaten  by  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a long 
step  was  taken  toward  the  emancipation  of  the 
black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  Gen. 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jen- 
nings, a respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off 
a Fourth  Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had 
paid  her  fare.  Gen.  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf, 
and  secured  a verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next 
day  the  company  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  ride  on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car 
companies  quickly  followed  their  example.  Be- 
fore that  the  Sixth  Avenue  Company  ran  a few 
special  cars  for  colored  persons,  and  the  other  lines 
refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

Gen.  Arthur  was  a delegate  to  the  convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge- Advocate  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Gov.  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him 
Engineer-in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was 
made  Inspector-General,  and  soon  afterward  be- 
came Quartermaster-General.  In  each  of  these 
offices  he  rendered  great  service  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  during  the  war.  At  the  end  of  Gov.  Mor- 
gan’s term  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  form- 
ing a partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  then 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney  of  New  York, 
was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  practice  of  this 
well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucrative, 
as  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  was  an  able 
lawyer,  and  possessed  a splendid  local  reputa- 
tion, if  not,  indeed,  one  of  national  extent. 

Mr.  Arthur  always  took  a leading  part  in  State 
and  city  politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of 
the  Port  of  New  York  by  President  Grant,  No- 
vember 21,  1872,  to  succeed  Thomas  Murphy, 
and  he  held  the  office  until  July  20,  1878,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the 
famous  National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  political  convention  that  ever  assembled 
on  the  continent.  It  was  composed  of  the  lead- 
ing politicians  of  the  Republican  party,  all  able 
men,  and  each  stood  firm  and  fought  vigorously 
and  with  signal  tenacity  for  his  respective  can- 
didate that  was  before  the  convention  for  the 
nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  received  the 
nomination  for  President,  and  Gen.  Arthur  for 
Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  stand- 
ard-bearer of  the  Democratic  party,  was  a popular 
man,  and  his  party  made  a valiant  fight  for  his 
election. 

Finally  the  election  came,  and  the  country’s 
choice  was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  in- 
augurated March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice- 
President.  A few  months  only  had  passed  ere 
the  newly-chosen  President  was  the  victim  of  the 
assassin’s  bullet.  Then  came  terrible  weeks  of 
suffering — those  moments  of  anxious  suspense, 
when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  nations  were 
throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  recovery  of 
the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remarkable 
patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible 
suffering  man  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  en- 
dure, was  seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was 


certainly  godlike.  During  all  this  period  of 
deepest  anxiety  Mr.  Arthur’s  every  move  was 
watched,  and,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  that  his  every 
action  displayed  only  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
suffering  Garfield  might  recover  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term  he  had  so  auspiciously  be- 
gun. Not  a selfish  feeling  was  manifested  in 
deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President 
Garfield  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as 
never  before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any 
other  man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  Vice-President  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath 
in  New  York,  September  20,  1881.  The  position 
was  an  embarrassing  one  to  him,  made  doubly  so 
from  the  fact  that  all  eyes  were  on  him,  anxious 
to  know  what  he  would  do,  what  policy  he  would 
pursue,  and  whom  he  would  select  as  advisers. 
The  duties  of  the  office  had  been  greatly  neglected 
during  the  President’s  long  illness,  and  many  im- 
portant measures  were  to  be  immediately  decided 
by  him;  and  to  still  further  embarass  him  he  did 
not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many 
on  this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances, 
President  Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  his  own  hands,  and,  as  embarrassing  as 
was  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  happily  surprised 
the  nation,  acting  so  wisely  that  but  few  criticized 
his  administration.  He  served  the  nation  well 
and  faithfully  until  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion, March  4,  1885,  and  was  a popular  candidate 
before  his  party  for  a second  term.  His  name 
was  ably  presented  before  the  convention  at  Chi- 
cago, and  was  received  with  great  favor,  and 
doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity  of  one 
of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have  been 
selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party  for 
another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life,  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people,  whom  he  had  served  in  a manner  satisfac- 
tory to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself.  One 
year  later  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 
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(Stephen  grover  Cleveland,  the 

A twenty -second  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure  town  of 
Caldwell,  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  a little 
two-and-a-half-story  white  house,  which  is  still 
standing  to  characteristically  mark  the  humble 
birthplace  of  one  of  America’s  great  men,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in  origin  and 
born  in  the  cradle  of  wealth.  When  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his  father, 
who  was  a Presbyterian  minister  with  a large 
family  and  a small  salary,  moved,  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to  Fayetteville,  N. 
Y.,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a larger 
field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles 
from  Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour 
was  born. 

At  the  last-mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  good,  old-fashioned 
way,  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after 
the  manner  of  all  village  boys — in  doing  the 
things  he  ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  dis- 
tinguishing trait  of  all  geniuses  and  independent 
thinkers.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  had  outgrown  the  capacity  of  the 
village  school,  and  expressed  a most  emphatic  de- 
sire to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this  his  fa- 
ther decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him 
to  become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  pos- 
sible means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville 
seemed  to  be  a position  in  a country  store,  where 
his  father  and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  | 


considerable  influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid 
$50  for  his  services  the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved 
trustworthy  he  was  to  receive  $100  the  second 
year.  Here  the  lad  commenced  his  career  as 
salesman,  and  in  two  years  he  had  earned  so  good 
a reputation  for  trustworthiness  that  his  employ- 
ers desired  to  retain  him  for  an  indefinite  length 
of  time. 

But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in 
Fayetteville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  re- 
moval to  Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  a High  School.  Here  he  industri- 
ously pursued  his  studies  until  the  family  re- 
moved with  him  to  a point  on  Black  River  known 
as  the  “Holland  Patent,’’  a village  of  five  or  six 
hundred  people,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 
At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching  but 
three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept, 
at  a small  salary,  the  position  of  under- teacher 
in  an  asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully 
for  two  years,  and  although  he  obtained  a good 
reputation  in  this  capacity,  he  concluded  that 
teaching  was  not  his  calling  in  life,  and,  revers- 
ing the  traditional  order,  he  left  the  city  to  seek 
his  fortune,  instead  of  going  to  the  city.  He  first 
thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  there  was  some 
charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but  before  proceed- 
ing to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to  ask  advice 
of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a noted  stock- 
breeder of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not  speak 
enthusiastically.  “What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?’’  he  asked.  “Well,  sir,  I want  to  study 
law,”  was  the  reply  “Good  gracious!”  remarked 
I the  old  gentleman;  “ do  you,  indeed?  Whatever 
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put  that  into  your  head  ? How  much  money 
have  you  got?”  ‘‘Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I 
haven’t  got  any.” 

After  a long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him 
a place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at 
$50  a year,  while  he  could  look  around.  One 
day  soon  afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  of- 
fice of  Rogers,  Bowen  & Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and 
told  them  what  he  wanted.  A number  of  young 
men  were  already  engaged  in  the  office,  but  Gro- 
ver’s persistency  won,  and  he  was  finally  per- 
mitted to  come  as  an  office  boy  and  have  the  use 
of  the  law  library,  receiving  as  wages  the  sum  of 
$3  or  $4  a week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle’s  was  a long  and  rugged  one;  and  although 
the  first  winter  was  a memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair,  and  as  for  his  overcoat  he 
had  none;  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  prompt  and 
regular.  On  the  first  day  of  his  service  there,  his 
senior  employer  threw  down  a copy  of  Black- 
stone  before  him,  with  a bang  that  made  the  dust 
fly,  saying  ‘‘That’s  where  they  all  begin.”  A 
titter  ran  around  the  little  circle  of  clerks  and 
students,  as  they  thought  that  was  enough  to 
scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans;  but  in  due 
time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land exhibited  a talent  for  executiveness  rather 
than  for  chasing  principles  through  all  their 
metaphysical  possibilities.  ‘‘Let  us  quit  talking 
and  go  and  do  it,”  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland 
was  elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such 
capacity  it  fell  to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punish- 
ment upon  two  criminals.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  with  especial  reference  to  bring- 
ing about  certain  reforms  in  the  administration 
of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that  city.  In  this  of- 
fice, as  well  as  in  that  of  Sheriff,  his  performance 
of  duty  has  generally  been  considered  fair,  with 
possibly  a few  exceptions,  which  were  ferreted 
out  and  magnified  during  his  Presidential  cam- 
paign. As  a specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an 


iniquitous  street-cleaning  contract:  ‘‘This  is  a 

time  for  plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your 
action  shall  be  plainly  stated.  I regard  it  as  the 
culmination  of  a most  bare-faced,  impudent  and 
shameless  scheme  to  betray  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  to  worse  than  squander  the  people’s 
money.”  The  .New  York  Sun  afterward  very 
highly  commended  Mr.  Cleveland’s  administra- 
tion as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  thereupon  recom- 
mended him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire  State. 
To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882,  and 
his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made, 
if  any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  na- 
tion after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  For  this  high  office  he  was 
nominated  July  11,  1884,  by  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  at  Chicago,  when  other  com- 
petitors were  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  Roswell  P. 
Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he  was 
elected  by  the  people,  by  a majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Re- 
publican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President 
Cleveland  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New 
York  in  January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for 
his  duties  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  capacity  his  term  commenced  at 
noon  on  the  4th  of  March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  op- 
posed, Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter, 
even  before  his  inauguration. 

On  June  2,  1886,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and  part- 
ner, Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  In  the 
campaign  of  1888,  President  Cleveland  was  re- 
nominated by  his  party,  but  the  Republican  candi- 
date, Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison,  was  victorious. 
In  the  nomination  of  1892  these  two  candidates 
for  the  highest  position  in  the  gift  of  the  people 
were  again  pitted  against  each  other,  and  in  the 
ensuing  election  President  Cleveland  was  victori- 
ous by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Since  the 
close  of  his  second  term,  he  has  resided  in  Prince- 
ton, N.  J. 
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ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the  twenty-third 
President,  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this  country.  The  first 
known  head  of  the  family  was  Maj.-Gen.  Harrison, 
one  of  Oliver  Cromwell’s  trusted  followers  and 
fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Cromwell’s  power  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  this  Harrison  to  participate  in 
the  trial  of  Charles  I.,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subsequently 
paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being  hung  October  13, 
1660.  His  descendants  came  to  America,  and 
the  next  of  the  family  that  appears  in  history  is 
Benjamin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grandfa- 
ther of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  after  whom 
he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  during  the  years 
1774,  1775  and  1776,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 
distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a 
successful  career  as  a soldier  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  with  a clean  record  as  Governor  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut 
short  by  death  within  one  month  after  his  in- 
auguration. 

President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 


Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  August  20,  1833.  His 
life  up  to  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  Miami 
University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful 
one  of  a country  lad  of  a family  of  small  means. 
His  father  was  able  to  give  him  a good  education, 
and  nothing  more.  He  became  engaged  while  at 
college  to  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of 
a female  school  at  Oxford.  After  graduating,  he 
determined  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law.  He 
went  to  Cincinnati  and  there  read  law  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young  Har- 
rison received  the  only  inheritance  of  his  life — his 
aunt,  dying,  left  him  a lot  valued  at  $800.  He 
regarded  this  legacy  as  a fortune,  and  decided  to 
get  married  at  once,  take  this  money  and  go  to 
some  Eastern  town  and  begin  the  practice  of  law. 
He  sold  his  lot,  and,  with  the  money  in  his  pocket, 
he  started  out  with  his  young  wife  to  fight  for  a 
place  in  the  world.  He  decided  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis, which  was  even  at  that  time  a town  of 
promise.  He  met  with  slight  encouragement  at 
first,  making  scarcely  anything  the  first  year. 
He  worked  diligently,  applying  himself  closely  to 
his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive  practice  and 
took  a leading  rank  in  the  legal  profession. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a stump  speaker.  He  can- 
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vassed  the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by 
a handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its 
Colonel.  His  regiment  was  composed  of  the  raw- 
est material,  but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his 
time  at  first  in  mastering  military  tactics  and  drill- 
ing his  men,  and  when  he  came  to  move  toward 
the  East  with  Sherman,  his  regiment  was  one  of 
the  best  drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At 
Resaca  he  especially  distinguished  himself,  and 
for  his  bravery  at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made 
a Brigadier- General,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of 
him  in  the  most  complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the 
field,  the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of 
Supreme  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another 
person  was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the 
time  of  leaving  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until 
the  fall  of  1864  he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence, 
but  having  been  nominated  that  year  for  the  same 
office,  he  got  a thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and 
during  that  time  made  a brilliant  canvass  of  the 
State,  and  was  elected  for  another  term.  He  then 
started  to  rejoin  Sherman,  but  on  the  way  was 
stricken  down  with  scarlet  fever,  and  after  a most 
trying  attack  made  his  way  to  the  front  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  closing  incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a re-election 
as  Reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1876  he  was  a candidate  for  Governor.  Although 
defeated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for 
him  a national  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought 
after,  especially  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches. 
In  1880,  as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  and  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  Here  he  served  for  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and 
strongest  debaters  in  that  body.  With  the  ex- 
piration of  his  senatorial  term  he  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  becoming  the  head  of 
one  of  the  strongest  firms  in  the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
The  convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in 
June  and  named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  stand- 
ard-bearer of  the  Republican  party  was  great  in 
every  particular,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  at- 
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titude  it  assumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the 
day,  chief  among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a 
deep  interest  in  the  campaign  throughout  the 
nation.  Shortly  after  the  nomination,  delegations 
began  to  visit  Mr.  Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his 
home.  This  movement  became  popular,  and  from 
all  sections  of  the  country  societies,  clubs  and 
delegations  journeyed  thither  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  the  distinguished  statesman. 

Mr.  Harrison  spoke  daily  all  through  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delegations, 
and  so  varied,  masterly,  and  eloquent  were  his 
speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 
Elected  by  a handsome  majority,  he  served  his 
country  faithfully  and  well,  and  in  1892  was  nom- 
inated for  re-election;  but  the  people  demanded  a 
change  and  he  was  defeated  by  his  predecessor 
in  office,  Grover  Cleveland. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a speaker  and 
his  power  as  a debater,  Gen.  Harrison  was  called 
upon  at  an  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to 
agitate  the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising 
anti-slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some 
of  the  most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his 
State.  No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade 
desired  to  be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all 
his  eloquence  as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  ora- 
torical effect,  but  his  words  always  went  like  bul- 
lets to  the  mark.  He  is  purely  American  in  his 
ideas,  and  is  a splendid  type  of  the  American 
statesman.  Gifted  with  quick  perception,  a logi- 
cal mind  and  a ready  tongue,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  impromptu  speakers  in  the 
nation.  Many  of  these  speeches  sparkled  with  the 
rarest  eloquence  and  contained  arguments  of  great 
weight,  and  many  of  his  terse  statements  have 
already  become  aphorisms.  Original  in  thought, 
precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement,  yet  withal 
faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as  the 
sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day. 
By  his  first  wife,  Caroline  (Scott)  Harrison,  he 
had  a son  and  daughter.  In  1896  he  married 
Mrs.  Mary  (Scott)  Dimmick,  and  they,  with  their 
daughter,  reside  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he 
has  made  his  home  since  early  manhood. 
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ILLIAM  McKINLEY,  who  was  inaugu- 
rated President  of  the  United  States  in  1897, 
was  born  in  Niles,  Ohio,  January  29,  1843. 
The  family  of  which  he  is  a member  originated 
in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  from  there  removed 
to  the  north  of  Ireland.  According  to  the  fam- 
ily tradition,  James  and  William  McKinley  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  Ireland  and  founded 
the  two  branches  of  the  family  in  the  United 
States,  one  settling  in  the  north,  the  other  in  the 
south.  At  the  time  of  their  arrival,  James  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  settled  in  York  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  married  and  spent  his  remaining 
years. 

David,  son  of  James,  and  the  great-grandfather 
of  William  McKinley,  was  born  May  16,  1755, 
and  three  times  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving 
seven  months  after  his  first  enlistment  in  June, 
1776,  spending  six  months  at  the  front  in  1777, 
and  again  in  the  following  year  serving  eight 
months.  December  19,  1780,  he  married  Sarah 
Gray,  who  was  born  May  10,  1760,  and  died 
October  6,  1814.  For  fifteen  years  he  lived  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  and  thence  removed 
to  Mercer  County.  One  year  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  married  Eleanor  McLean 
and  about  the  same  time  settled  in  Colum- 
biana County,  Ohio,  but  afterward  made  his  home 
in  Crawford  County,  where  he  died  August  8, 
1840. 

James,  grandfather  of  William  McKinley,  was 
born  September  19,  1783,  married  Mary  (or 
“Polly’  ’ ) Rose,  and  with  his  family  moved  to  New 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  in  1809.  Their  eldest  son,  Will- 
iam, Sr.,  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa., 
November  15,  1807,  and  in  1827  married 

Nancy  Allison,  a woman  of  noble  and  strong 
character  and  consistent  Christian  life.  For  some 
years  he  was  engaged  as  manager  of  iron  fur- 
naces at  different  places.  From  Niles  he  re- 


moved to  Poland,  because  of  the  educational  ad- 
vantages offered  by  Poland  Academy.  In  1869 
he  established  his  home  in  Canton,  and  here  he 
died  November  24,  1892.  His  widow  lives  at 
the  family  residence  in  Canton,  and  with  her  are 
her  daughter,  Miss  Helen,  and  two  orphan 
grandchildren. 

Of  the  family  of  nine  children,  William,  Jr. , who 
was  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  during 
the  residence  of  his  parents  at  Niles,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1843.  His  boyhood  years  were  spent 
in  that  place  and  Poland,  where  he  studied  in  the 
academy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
Allegheny  College,  but  illness  caused  his  return 
to  Poland,  and  on  his  recovery  he  did  not  return 
to  college,  but  taught  a country  school.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War,  though  only  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  immediately  wanted  to  enlist. 
As  soon  as  he  could  overcome  the  objections  of 
his  mother,  he  enlisted,  in..  May  of  1861,  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Ohio  In- 
fantry. The  regiment  was  commanded  by  Col. 
W.  S.  Rosecrans,  who  afterward,  as  general,  led 
his  forces  on  many  a bloody  battle  field,  and  the 
first  major  was  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  afterward 
President  of  the  United  States.  As  a gallant 
soldier  Mr.  McKinley  soon  won  promotion,  serving 
for  a time  as  commissary  sergeant,  later  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  for  gal- 
lantry at  Antietam,  and  then  won  his  way  up- 
ward until,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  major  by  brevet.  July  26,  1865,  after 
more  than  four  years  of  hard  service,  he  was 
mustered  out  with  his  regiment. 

With  Judge  Charles  E.  Glidden,  of  Mahoning 
County,  Mr.  McKinley  began  the  study  of  law, 
which  he  afterward  carried  on  in  the  Albany 
(N.  Y.)  Law  School,  and  in  1867  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Beginning  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Canton,  he  soon  became  prominently 
known  among  the  able  attorneys  of  the  city.  His 
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first  connection  with  political  affairs  was  in  1869, 
when  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Stark 
County,  and  this  office  he  held  for  two  years. 
In  1876  he  was  nominated  for  Congressional 
honors  and  was  elected  to  the  Forty-fifth  Con- 
gress, afterward  by  successive  re-elections  serv- 
ing for  fourteen  years.  In  March  of  1890  he  in- 
troduced the  celebrated  McKinley  tariff  bill, 
which  was  passed  and  became  a law.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1891,  he  was  elected  governor  of 
Ohio,  and  two  years  afterward  was  re-elected  to 
that  high  office,  which  he  filled  in  such  a manner 
as  to  command  the  respect  not  only  of  his  own 
party — the  Republican — but  his  political  op- 
ponents as  well.  The  connection  of  his  name 
with  the  tariff  bill  and  his  prominence  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  together  with  his  force  and  elo- 
quence as  a speaker,  brought  him  into  national 
fame.  In  the  campaign  of  1892,  for  a period  of 
more  than  three  months,  he  traveled  over  a 
territory  extending  from  New  York  to  Nebraska, 
making  speeches  in  the  interest  of  the  Republi- 
can platform.  Those  who  heard  him  speak, 
whether  friends  or  opponents  of  his  political 
opinions,  cannot  but  have  admired  his  logical 
reasoning,  breadth  of  intellect,  eloquence  of  speech 
and  modesty  of  demeanor.  During  the  campaign 
of  1894  he  made  three  hundred  and  seventy-one 
speeches  and  visited  over  three  hundred  towns, 
within  a period  of  two  months,  addressing  perhaps 
two  million  people. 

The  tariff  issue  and  all  the  intricate  questions 
of  public  revenue  that  are  interwoven  with  it, 
constitute  the  most  complicated  problems  with 
which  a statesman  has  to  deal.  To  master  them 
in  every  detail  requires  an  intellect  of  the  high- 
est order.  That  Major  McKinley  thoroughly  un- 
derstands these  questions  is  admitted  by  all  who 
have  investigated  his  official  utterances  on  the 
subject,  beginning  with  the  speech  on  the  Wood 
tariff  bill,  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives 
April  15,  1878,  and  closing  with  his  speech  in 
favor  of  the  tariff  bill  of  1890,  which  as  chairman 
of  the  ways  and  means  committee  he  reported  to 
the  house  and  which  was  subsequently  passed  and 
is  known  throughout  the  world  as  the  McKinley 
tariff  bill  of  1890.  He  opposed  the  Wood  bill  be- 
cause of  a conviction  that  the  proposed  measure 


would,  if  enacted,  prove  a public  calamity.  For 
the  same  reason,  in  1882,  he  advocated  a friendly 
revision  of  the  tariff  by  a tariff  commission,  to  be 
authorized  by  congress  and  appointed  by  the 
president.  In  1884  he  opposed  the  Morrison 
horizontal  bill,  which  he  denounced  as  ambiguous 
for  a great  public  statute,  and  in  1888  he  led  the 
forces  in  the  fight  against  the  Mills  tariff  bill. 

As  governor  of  Ohio,  his  policy  was  conserva- 
tive. He  aimed  to  give  to  the  public  institutions 
the  benefit  of  the  service  of  the  best  man  of  the 
state,  and  at  all  times  upheld  the  legitimate  rights 
of  the  workingmen.  Recognizing  the  fact  that 
the  problem  of  taxation  needed  regulation,  in 
his  messages  of  1892,  1893  and  1894,  he  urged 
the  legislature  that  a remedy  be  applied.  In 
1892  he  recommended  legislation  for  the  safety 
and  comfort  of  steam  railroad  employes,  and  the 
following  year  urged  the  furnishing  of  automatic 
couplers  and  air-brakes  for  all  railroad  cars  used 
in  the  state. 

When,  in  1896,  the  Republican  party,  in  con- 
vention assembled  at  St.  Louis,  selected  a man  to 
represent  their  principles  in  the  highest  office 
within  the  gift  of  the  American  people,  it  was  not 
a surprise  to  the  public  that  the  choice  fell  upon 
Major  McKinley.  The  campaign  that  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  exciting  in  the  history  of 
the  country  since  the  period  of  reconstruction. 
Especial  interest  centered  in  the  fact  that  the 
point  at  issue  seemed,  not,  as  in  former  days, 
free  trade  or  protection,  but  whether  or  not  the 
government  should  declare  for  the  free  coinage  of 
silver.  This  question  divided  the  voters  of  the 
country  upon  somewhat  different  lines  than  the  old- 
time  principles  of  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties  and  thus  made  the  campaign  a memorable 
one.  The  supporters  of  the  gold  standard  main- 
tained that  silver  monometallism  would  precipi- 
tate a panic  and  permanently  injure  the  business 
interests  of  the  country,  and  the  people,  by  a 
large  majority,  supported  these  principles. 

January  25,  1871,  Major  McKinley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Saxton,  who  was  born 
in  June,  1847,  the  daughter  of  James  A.  Saxton. 
Their  two  children  died  in  1874,  within  a short 
time  of  each  other,  one  at  the  age  of  three  years 
and  the  other  in  infancy. 
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glOGRAPHY  alone  can  justly  represent  the  progress  of  local  history  and  portray  with  accuracy 
the  relation  of  men  to  events.  It  is  the  only  means  of  perpetuating  the  lives  and  deeds  of 
those  men  to  whom  the  advancement  of  a city  or  county  and  the  enlightenment  of  its  people 
are  due.  The  compilers  of  this  work  have  striven  to  honor,  not  only  men  of  present  prominence, 
but  also,  as  far  as  possible,  those  who  in  years  gone  by  labored  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  com- 
munity. The  following  sketches  have  been  prepared  from  the  standpoint  of  no  man’s  prejudice, 
but  with  an  impartial  aim  to  render  justice  to  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  and  to  collect 
personal  records  that  will  be  of  value  to  generations  yet  to  come. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind  from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten 
soon  enough,  in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest  efforts  of  their  friends  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion  and  to  perpetuate  their  memory 
have  been  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed.  The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were 
built  to  perpetuate  the  names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhumations  made  by  the 
archaeologists  of  Egypt  from  buried  Memphis  indicate  a desire  of  those  people  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  their  achievements.  The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  was  for  the  same  purpose. 
Coming  down  to  a later  period,  we  find  the  Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and 
monuments,  and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their  great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the 
ages.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling  up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but 
this  idea — to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All  these  works,  though  many  of  them 
costly  in  the  extreme,  give  but  a faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  character  of  those  whose  memory  they 
were  intended  to  perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of  the  people  that  then  lived.  The 
great  pyramids  and  some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity;  the  mausoleums, 
monuments  and  statues  are  crumbling  into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelligent,  undecaying,  immutable  method  of 
perpetuating  a full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  unlimited  in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its 
action;  and  this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable 
system  of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though  he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world 
calls  greatness,  has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history,  through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all;  nothing  of  the  physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which 
his  children  or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  cemetery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass 
away;  but  his  life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished,  which  otherwise  would  be 
forgotten,  is  perpetuated  by  a record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we  engrave  their  portraits;  for  the  same  reason 
we  collect  the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we  think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only 
truth  of  them,  to  wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know  them  are  gone;  to  do  this  we 
are  ashamed  only  to  publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives  are  unworthy  of  public 
record. 
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"JJEN.  WILLIAM  McKENNEY,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  successful  business 
men  and  best-known  residents  of  Queen 
Anne  County,  was  born  at  Church  Hill,  this 
county,  December  5,  1829,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Centreville  July  23,  1897.  In  his  death  the 
state  of  Maryland  lost  one  of  its  most  eminent 
financiers  and  agriculturists,  an  honored  leader 
in  both  these  departments  of  business  life.  From 
any  point  of  view  he  was  a remarkable  man. 
Possessing  a well-balanced  brain,  unerring  judg- 
ment and  a kind  heart,  he  was  not  only  a safe 
leader,  but  a counselor  of  great  wisdom.  His 
kindly  disposition,  sanguine  temperament  and 
pleasant  and  unostentatious  bearing  combined  to 
endear  him  closely  to  the  hearts  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  social 
circles.  He  was  the  same  man  everywhere,  at 
all  times,  whether  in  intercourse  with  one  high 
in  the  social  or  commercial  world,  or  with  the 
humblest  man  of  his  acquaintance.  No  man 
was  more  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  others 
than  he.  No  man  ever  said  or  did  less  to  make 
known  the  shortcomings  of  others  than  he.  He 
was  a man  of  a thousand,  one  of  whom  the  entire 
community  was  ever  proud,  and  one  who,  when  he 
died,  was  as  sincerely  mourned  in  death  as  he 
had  been  respected  and  loved  in  life.  His  career 
was  a glowing  example  to  the  young  and  stands 
an  enduring  monument  to  his  profound  worth 
as  a public-spirited  citizen  and  a man  among 
men. 

The  family  of  McKenney  has  given  to  Mary- 
land numerous  representatives  who  gained  more 
than  local  prominence.  Several  of  our  subject’s 


uncles  distinguished  themselves  in  various  capac- 
ities in  their  country’s  service.  The  eldest  of 
these,  Thomas  Loraine  McKenney,  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  later  served  in  the 
Indian  department  at  Washington  under  Presi- 
dents Adams,  Madison  and  Monroe.  His  portrait 
may  be  seen  in  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  and  the 
patent  office  in  Washington.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  almost  his  entire  life  was  spent 
in  the  public  service,  he  found  time  for  author- 
ship and  published  a number  of  works  that  be- 
came authorities  in  their  various  lines.  He  had 
a younger  brother,  William  McKenney,  who  was 
a chaplain  in  the  navy  during  the  war  of  1812; 
also  a brother,  Samuel,  who  served  in  the  second 
war  with  England  and  resided  in  Georgetown, 
D.  C.;  and  a third  brother,  Rev.  James  McKen- 
ney, who  was  a rector  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  and  grand  master  in  the  order  of  Masons 
of  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  McKenney, 
was  born  in  Kent  County,  Md. , April  13,  1800. 
In  early  life  he  was  a merchant,  engaging  in 
business  in  Washington  and  Georgetown.  Later 
removing  to  Queen  Anne  County,  he  followed 
the  same  business  at  Church  Hill.  At  one  time 
he  was  a member  of  the  council  of  Gov.  Thomas 
W.  Veazey  (^elected  governor  in  1835).  By  his 
second  wife,  who  was  Maria  Ambrose  Merritt, 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Merritt,  of  Middletown, 
Del.,  he  had  nine  children,  but  seven  of  these 
died  when  young.  The  only  sister  of  our  sub- 
ject, Anna  E.,  is  the  wife  of  the  late  Peregrine 
Tilgliman,  of  Centreville. 

For  eight  years  John  McKenney  carried  on 
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mercantile  pursuits  at  Church  Hill,  but  after- 
wards for  two  years  engaged  in  farming  land  be- 
tween Church  Hill  and  Chestertown.  Later  he 
spent  two  j^ears  in  Baltimore.  Returning  to 
Queen  Anne  County  in  1844,  he  bought  a farm 
on  the  Corsica  River,  near  Centreville,  but  in 
1849  he  again  entered  the  mercantile  business, 
this  time  in  Centreville.  He  continued  as  a mer- 
chant until  his  death,  in  1866.  His  second  wife, 
our  subject’s  mother,  died  in  1837,  when  quite 
young.  His  father,  William,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  and  owned  a farm,  which  he  cultivated, 
besides  carrying  on  a store  at  Chestertown.  He 
was  a son  of  William  McKenney,  a native  of 
Scotland. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Chestertown  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article  received  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cation. Later  he  attended  Washington  College 
and  Bel  Air  Academy,  then  became  a student  in 
the  Centreville  Academy,  of  which  James  W. 
Thompson  was  then  principal.  In  1847  he  be- 
gan to  prepare  for  a collegiate  education  with 
the  hope  of  becoming  a professor,  but  his  fa- 
ther having  a stroke  of  paralysis,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  his  cherished  plan  to  a con- 
summation. At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  took 
charge  of  his  father’s  large  business,  which  he 
continued  to  manage  until  1849,  and  afterward  he 
clerked  in  his  father’s  store  in  Centreville  until 
1851,  when  he  entered  business  for  himself. 
About  1889  he  retired  from  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, in  order  to  give  his  attention  to  other  mat- 
ters. He  was  largely  interested  in  the  building 
of  the  Queen  Anne  and  Kent  County  Railroad, 
toward  which  he  subscribed  $1 ,000,  besides  giving 
the  ground  on  which  the  depot  stands.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  building  of  the  hotel  at  Cen- 
treville and  for  years  was  its  owner.  From  1876 
until  his  death,  in  1897,  he  was  president  of  the 
Centreville  National  Bank,  the  first  bank  in  the 
town.  He  was  the  most  extensive  owner  of  real 
estate  in  the  town  of  Centreville,  and  besides  this 
owned  fifty-seven  fine  farms  in  Queen  Anne,  Kent 
and  Talbot  Counties,  some  of  which  were  among 
the  finest  estates  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

In  political  belief  General  McKenney  was  al- 
ways an  ardent  Democrat,  and  in  1884  he  was 


his  party’s  candidate  for  the  office  of  governor  of 
Maryland.  He  was  a colonel  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  Robert  M.  McLane  and  his  title  of  general 
was  obtained  while  serving  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
E.  E.  Jackson.  For  thirty-five  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  poor  of 
Queen  Anne  County,  serving  during  the  entire 
period  without  compensation. 

November  25,  1851,  General  McKenney  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Ridgely,  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert 
Goldsborough.  She  died  in  1877,  and  of  her 
eleven  children  six  are  now  living,  namely:  Ella, 
wife  of  Rev.  Janies  A.  Mitchell,  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Centreville;  Maria  Merritt, 
■who  is  unmarried;  Annie,  wife  of  Dr.  James  K. 
Harper  Jacobs,  of  Kennedy ville,  Kent  County; 
Henrietta  Goldsborough,  who  married  W.  L. 
Holton,  of  the  Centreville  National  Bank;  Will- 
iam, who  married  Miss  Madge  Meteer,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Meteer,  of  Chestertown;  and  Harriet,  who 
is  unmarried.  Two  years  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  General  McKenney  married  Evelyn 
(Taylor)  Wright,  widow  of  Thomas  Wright  and 
daughter  of  Charles  R.  Taylor,  of  Baltimore. 

The  family  of  General  McKenney  possess  a 
fine  home  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  surrounded 
by  eleven  acres  of  land.  Among  the  many  in- 
teresting relics  to  be  seen  therein  are  a small 
chair  in  which  five  generations  of  the  family  have 
sat,  and  a clock  which  has  indicated  the  time  for  a 
century  aud  a-half. 


OHN  P.  AHERN,  agent  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington  & Baltimore  Railroad  at 
Millington,  is  as  energetic,  busy  and  “ hus. 
tling  ” a business  man  as  can  be  found  in  Kent 
County.  Not  content  with  one  line  of  activity, 
he  has  always  several  enterprises  and  ventures  on 
hand,  and  meets  with  a fair  measure  of  success  in 
whatever  he  undertakes.  His  good  judgment 
and  correct  business  methods  rarely  fail  of  bring- 
ing him  his  expected  returns,  and  if  he  is  disap- 
pointed in  this,  he  is  not  cast  down,  but  renews 
his  efforts  with  redoubled  vigor. 
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Born  December  6,  1859,  Mr.  Ahern  is  a son  of 
Dennis  and  Ann  ( Alworth  ) Ahern,  natives  of 
County  Cork,  Ireland.  They  grew  to  maturity 
in  that  country  and  were  married,  afterwards  com- 
ing to  America.  The  father  located  in  New 
Jersey,  and  for  about  thirty  years  was  a section 
supervisor  on  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & 
Baltimore  Railroad.  He  was  faithful  and  punctual 
to  all  his  duties,  and  kept  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
They  had  eight  children  who  grew  to  adult  years, 
viz.:  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Hibbard;  Patrick; 
Dennis,  who  died  at  thirty-seven  years;  Daniel, 
who  died  in  his  twenty-sixth  year;  John  P.; 
Maggie,  wife  of  Andrew  Eockerman;  Eugene, 
and  William  A. 

John  P.  Ahern  was  born  and  reared  in  Black- 
bird, Del.,  remaining  at  home  until  he  had 
reached  his  majority,  and  receiving  a good  edu- 
cation. When  about  twenty-one  he  went  into 
the  office  of  the  local  railroad  to  learn  telegraphy, 
and  after  six  months  became  telegraph  operator 
at  Tenth  street  station  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  on  the 
Camden  & Atlantic  Railroad.  In  a short  time, 
however,  he  resigned,  in  order  to  accept  a position 
at  Seabrook,  and  was  an  operator  there  about 
fourteen  months.  From  October  to  November, 
1884,  he  was  stationed  at  Bowie,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  Townsend,  Del.,  in  the  employ  of 
the  same  corporation  he  is  now  with,  and  was 
there  up  to  December  15,  1885.  Since  then  he  has 
been  a resident  of  Millington,  agent  for  the  rail- 
road, telegraph  operator  for  the  Western  Union, 
and  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Company. 
He  deals  largely  in  peaches  and  other  varieties  of 
fruit,  buying,  selling  and  shipping  the  same  to 
various  points.  He  is  also  interested  in  lumber 
transactions,  principally  dealing  in  cross-ties  and 
piles  for  railroads.  For  some  time  he  has  been  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  building  and  loan 
association  of  this  place.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  town  commis- 
sioner, to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Millington  Democratic  Club,  and  is  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  same. 

September  20,  1883,  occurred  the  marriage  of 


Mr.  Ahern  and  Clara  M.  West,  of  Queen  Anne 
County,  Md.  They  have  six  children,  in  order 
of  birth  as  follows  : Anna  Pearl,  Ruby  Catherine, 
Clara  Elma,  Sadie  L.,  Mary  and  John  H.  They 
are  bright,  happy  young  people,  and  the  older 
ones  are  now  attending  the  local  schools.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ahern  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  former  is  a steward 
and  trustee  of  the  congregation. 


MARION  HUNTER,  a well-known  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Queen  Anne  County  and  a resident  of  the 
sixth  district,  was  born  June  28,  1858,  on  a farm 
about  two  miles  from  Centreville.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  an  English  family  long  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  His  father,  Will- 
iam, and  grandfather,  Nathan  Hunter,  were 
natives  of  Caroline  County,  from  which  in  1857 
the  former  moved  to  Queen  Anne  County,  settling 
in  the  sixth  district,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  of  land.  To  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  tract  he  de- 
voted his  energies  until  his  death,  in  1^95..  He 
was  a lifelong  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a man  whose  character  commended 
him  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  into  contact.  His  first 
wife  was  Sarah  Anne  Coursey,  of  Queen  Anne 
County,  who  died  in  1879;  of  their  nine  children 
only  two  are  now  living:  Sue  R.,  wife  of  Pjdward 
F.  Green,  of  this  county,  and  F.  Marion.  The 
second  wife  of  William  Hunter  was  Molly  R.  Bar- 
wick,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  two  living, 
Zada  A.  and  James  Milton. 

The  boyhood  days  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  spent  in  the  home  of  his  parents.  In  the 
local  public  schools  he  acquired  a practical  edu- 
cation. On  laying  aside  his  text  books  to  learn 
the  more  difficult  lessons  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence, he  became  his  father’s  assistant  on  the 
home  farm  and  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  place  for  three  years. 
Afterwards  he  rented  land  and  began  to  farm  on 
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his  own  account.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he 
returned  to  the  homestead  and  is  now  operating 
the  farm  for  the  other  heirs.  He  is  progressive 
and  practical  in  his  methods,  careful  in  his  super- 
vision, and  energetic  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
labors,  and  is  managing  the  farm  in  a profitable 
manner. 

February  io,  1886,  Mr.  Hunter  married  Mrs. 
Susie  Harrington,  daughter  of  George  Sparks,  of 
Queen  Anne  County.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  namely:  Justina,  William  W., 
Edward  N.  and  Margaret  A.,  who  are  bright  and 
interesting,  and  to  whose  education  and  training 
the  parents  gave  careful  attention.  I11  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  Hunter  is  a Democrat,  and  at  this 
writing  holds  the  office  of  tax  collector  for  his 
district.  He  is  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him,  is  energetic  and  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  every  duty,  and  his  well-spent  life  has  secured 
for  him  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and  the  affec- 
tion of  his  intimate  friends. 


OLIN  F.  TAYLOR.  During  the  entire 
lifetime  of  this  sterling  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  Galena,  he  has  taken  an  interested 
part  in  all  movements  along  the  line  of  progress 
and  in  whatever  has  promised  better  advantages 
for  the  people  of  this  locality.  A little  over 
twenty  years  ago  he  purchased  his  pretty  home- 
stead, situated  within  the  borders  of  this  place, 
and  has  since  made  substantial  improvements 
upon  it.  It  contains  about  fourteen  acres,  a 
part  of  which  is  laid  out  in  garden,  orchards,  etc. 
The  well-kept  appearance  of  the  place  is  very 
creditable  to  the  owner,  who  takes  great  pleasure 
in  making  changes  and  repairs  that  will  aug- 
ment the  usefulness  and  beauty  of  the  spot. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman  was 
Isaac  Taylor,  who  was  probably  born  in  this 
count}',  or  just  across  the  line  in  Delaware.  In 
his  youth  he  learned  the  tanner’s  trade,  and  after- 
wards worked  at  that  occupation  hereabouts  and 
in  Baltimore.  He  was  considered  an  expert  in 
the  business,  and  always  commanded  high  wages. 


His  ancestors  were  from  Virginia.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  Eliza  Ferguson,  who  was  one  of  two 
daughters  who  had  inherited  a large  and  valu- 
able estate,  and  several  slaves  as  well.  Her  fa- 
ther, Colin  Ferguson,  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
and,  as  is  common  among  that  people,  was  given 
a fine  education.  He  was  ordained  to  the  Epis- 
copacy as  early  as  1785,  and  was  also  a successful 
teacher.  At  one  time  he  was  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
parish,  South,  of  Chestertown,  and  was  principal 
of  Washington  College,  of  the  same  place.  In 
whatever  he  undertook  he  was  prospered,  and 
his  name  was  held  in  honor  long  after  he  had 
passed  from  the  world’s  stage  of  action.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  upon  the  homestead 
which  had  been  handed  down  to  his  wife,  and 
here  they  continued  to  dwell  several  years.  He 
then  exchanged  the  farm  for  another  one  near 
Galena,  and  here  death  came  to  summon  him  to 
his  reward,  when  he  was  about  fifty-two  years 
of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  a number  of 
years,  dying  when  in  her  eightieth  year.  They 
were  both  very  active  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  more  zealous  in  promoting 
religious  enterprises  than  in  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  They  had  five  children,  viz. : 
Charles  Albert;  Martha  R. , Mrs.  E.  C.  Miller, 
of  Kent  County;  C.  F. ; Hyland  Frederick,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years;  and  Sarah  E., 
who  never  married  and  who  died  when  about 
fifty-one  years  old.  C.  A.  went  to  California  in 
early  days,  and  made  a large  fortune,  which  he 
afterwards  lost  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was 
in  the  treasury  department  at  Washington,  serv- 
ing under  the  administrations  of  Grant  and 
Hayes.  He  was  a man  of  fine  education,  of 
brilliant  intellect  and  polish  of  manner.  Though 
he  had  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  never  en- 
gaged in  practice,  as  he  got  the  gold  fever  and 
was  one  of  the  forty-niners,  and  after  his  return 
with  considerable  wealth  he  went  into  business 
in  New  York.  His  death  took  place  when  he 
was  sixty-five  years  old.  H.  F.  was  a leading 
politician  of  Kent  County,  and  much  concerned 
in  Democratic  campaigns,  but,  though  he  was  an 
enthusiast,  he  was  never  an  office-seeker.  In 
spite  of  this  feeling  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
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in  1889  as  a member  of  the  state  legislature,  and 
immediately  rose  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  po- 
sition. His  career  was  cut  short  by  death,  his 
age  being  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a very 
prosperous  man,  from  a financial  point  of  view, 
and  left  quite  a fair-sized  fortune.  For  a great 
many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a vestryman. 

The  birth  of  Colin  F.  Taylor  occurred  in  1867, 
in  this  district,  and  here  he  and  his  brothers 
were  reared  to  manhood.  When  still  young, 
he  concluded  to  leave  the  farm  and  learn  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  and  having  carried  out  his 
plan  he  became  an  adept  in  the  business,  which 
he  has  followed  ever  since.  In  1874  he  purchased 
the  property  in  Galena,  and  has  since  lived  here. 
In  his  political  preferences  he  keeps  in  mind  the 
training  of  his  childhood  and  adheres  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Democracy. 

In  1875  a marriage  was  celebrated  in  Balti- 
more, the  principal  parties  thereto  being  C.  F. 
Taylor  and  Emma  Ridgley  Chapman,  of  Balti- 
more County,  Md.  Their  union  has  been  graced 
by  two  amiable  and  accomplished  daughters, 
now  young  ladies.  Susie  C.  is  a graduate  of  the 
state  normal  school  of  Baltimore,  and  is  now  well 
launched  upon  her  career  as  a teacher.  Belle 
Everett  is  still  at  home  with  her  parents. 


NON.  HENRY  LLOYD,  associate  judge  of 
the  first  judicial  circuit  of  Maryland  and 
ex-governor  of  the  state,  is  a highly  re- 
spected and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Cam- 
bridge. In  all  communities  there  are  certain 
men  who  naturally  take  the  lead  in  all  important 
matters  and  are  looked  up  to  by  the  people  for 
guidance.  The  latter  seem  to  know  instinct- 
ively in  whom  they  may  safely  trust,  and,  in  the 
case  of  the  worthy  man  of  whom  this  is  a brief 
record,  such  trust  has  never  been  misplaced.  He 
was  richly  endow'ed  by  nature  with  the  essential 
qualities  that  go  toward  the  making  of  a great 
and  good  man,  and  his  varied  experiences  in  the 
battle  of  life  have  given  him  a hearty  sympathy 


with  the  poor  and  dowmtrodden  ones  of  earth. 
He  has  assisted  in  fostering  many  local  industries 
here  and  has  been  president  of  Dorchester  Na- 
tional Bank  almost  since  its  organization,  in  1889. 
His  beautiful  home  in  Cambridge  is  modern  in 
architecture,  spacious,  and  in  excellent  taste,  and 
its  broad,  cool  verandas,  on  two  sides  of  the 
house,  are  especially  inviting  on  a summer’s  day 
to  the  passer-by. 

Judge  Lloyd  is  a native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  February  21,  1852.  His  father,  Daniel 
Lloyd,  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  in  July,  1812, 
and  was  of  Welsh  descent.  His  ancestors  first 
settled  in  Virginia,  after  coming  to  America,  later 
removing  to  Maryland.  Edward  LI03M,  who  is 
a lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy,  is  the 
eighth  Edward  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  who 
has  resided  in  the  old  family  mansion  of  Wye 
House,  in  Talbot  County,  Md.  The  judge’s 
grandfather,  Edward  Lloyd,  was  governor  of  this 
state  from  1809  to  18 n,  and  just  one  hundred 
years  before,  another  Edward  Lloyd  served  in 
the  same  exalted  position  from  1709  to  1714,  he 
being  called  a “ royal  governor,”  as  he  held  his 
office  under  appointment  of  the  king  and  one  of 
the  Lords  Baltimore.  Thus,  three  times  has 
this  branch  of  the  old  Maryland  Lloyds  been 
called  upon  to  fill  the  gubernatorial  chair,  and 
ex-Governor  Lloyd  Lowndes  is  also  a cousin  of 
our  subject,  and  a grand-nephew  of  the  second 
Governor  Lloyd. 

Daniel  Lloyd,  father  of  the  judge,  received  his 
fine  education  under  private  tutors,  as  in  his  boy- 
hood the  present  excellent  system  of  public 
schools  had  not  been  evolved,  and  his  classical 
studies  were  completed  at  Princeton  College. 
He  then  pursued  the  life  of  an  agriculturist  as 
long  as  his  health  would  permit,  and,  though  not 
what  is  properly  termed  a politician,  he  was 
greatly  concerned  in  legislative  affairs,  and  was 
chosen  by  the  people  of  his  community  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  house  of  delegates.  He  was 
soon  compelled  to  resign  his  post  and  retire  from 
active  life  altogether,  and  died  in  January,  1875. 
He  was  first  married  November  22,  1832,  to 
Miss  Virginia,  eldest  daughter  of  Arthur  Upshur, 
of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  and  of  their  four 
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children,  two  are  living,  Daniel  and  Upshur,  who 
are  engaged  in  a fertilizer  business.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Lloyd  married,  on 
February  3,  1846,  Kittie,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Campbell  and  Mary  (Steele)  Henry,  of  this 
county.  To  them  were  born  Mary  Campbell, 
Kate  Henry,  and  Henry,  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Kittie  Lloyd  was  a granddaughter  of  the  first 
United  States  senator,  John  Henry,  from  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  (He  served  with 
Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton.) 

Judge  Lloyd  was  educated  mainly  in  the  Cam- 
bridge schools  and  academy,  and  when  about 
twenty  began  teaching  in  the  last-named  institu- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  faculty  for  a period  of 
eight  years,  during  which  time  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law,  under  the  direction  of  his  uncle, 
Hon.  Daniel  M.  Henry,  ex -member  of  congress, 
and  Hon.  Charles  F.  Goldsborough  (an  uncle  by 
marriage).  He  was  finally  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  April,  1873,  just  after  reaching  his  majority, 
but  continued  to  teach  for  a few  years  longer. 
He  was  appointed  auditor  of  the  court  in  1875 
and  in  1881  was  elected  to  the  state  senate. 
Three  years  later  he  was  honored  by  being  made 
president  of  the  senate,  and  in  March,  1885,  in 
virtue  of  that  fact,  he  became  governor  of  Mary- 
land, as  President  Cleveland  had  appointed  Gov- 
ernor McLane  a commissioner  to  the  Paris  Ex- 
position. In  January,  1886,  he  was  duly  elected 
to  the  governorship  by  the  legislature,  his  term 
to  run  until  January,  1888.  While  serving  the 
unexpired  term  of  his  predecessor,  he  met  Gen. 
Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  then  governor  of  Virginia.  They 
had  never  seen  each  other  before,  and  by  a 
strange  coincidence  it  transpired  that  they  were 
grandsons  of  two  sisters,  and  occupying  the  same 
high  office  at  the  time.  After  distinguishing 
himself  and  reflecting  great  credit  upon  his  con- 
stituents and  the  Democratic  party  in  general, 
he  returned  to  the  life  of  a private  citizen,  and 
took  up  the  practice  of  law  in  his  beloved  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  has  since  quietly  resided.  He 
undoubtedly  enjoyed  the  most  extensive  practice 
in  this  place  or  in  this  portion  of  the  county,  and 
his  clear,  well-informed  mind,  superior  judgment 
and  wise  decisions  are  matters  of  comment  among 


those  who  have  occasion  to  come  in  contact 
with  him.  He  stands  high  in  the  councils  of  the 
Masonic  order,  having  frequently  occupied  official 
positions  of  distinction  in  the  blue  lodge  and 
chapter,  such  as  past  grand  master  and  senior 
warden  of  the  grand  lodge.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  1892  he  was 
appointed  associate  judge  of  the  first  judicial 
circuit  of  Maryland,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  his  uncle,  Judge  Charles  F.  Golds- 
borough, and  in  the  fall  of  1893  was  nominated 
and  elected  by  the  people  to  fill  that  office  for  a 
term  of  fifteen  years. 

October  18,  1886,  Judge  Lloyd  married  Mary 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Virginia 
A.  Stapleforte,  of  this  county.  One  son  has  been 
born  to  them,  Henry  Lloyd,  Jr.,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  October,  1888.  They  are  members  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the  judge  has 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  vestryman  for  ten  years. 


OSEPH  N.  WHEATLEY.  The  family  of 
which  the  popular  postmaster  of  Chestertown 
is  a member  ranks  among  the  oldest  of  Kent 
County  and  has  for  generations  maintained  a 
prominent  place  in  its  public  affairs.  Alike  for 
patriotism  and  business  ability  its  representatives 
have  been  noted  in  their  localities.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Arthur  Wheatley,  was 
actively  identified  with  local  affairs  and  for  a 
time  held  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff.  During 
the  war  of  1812,  though  not  an  enlisted  soldier  in 
the  army,  he  fought  in  an  engagement  with  the 
British  at  Georgetown,  and  assisted  in  driving 
the  enemy  back  from  the  place. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  A.  B.  Wheatley,  was 
born  in  Kent  County  in  1813  and  here  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  with  the  exception  of  the 
times  when  called  upon  to  serve  in  public  office. 
His  sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic  party 
and  he  always  voted  that  ticket,  supporting  its 
men  and  measures.  Among  the  offices  which  he 
held  was  that  of  tax  collector  of  his  district.  In 
1871  he  was  elected  sheriff  and  served  efficiently 
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for  two  years,  retiring  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  His  death  occurred  in  1888  at  his  home 
in  Chestertown.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  A.  Ayres  and  was 
born  in  this  county.  Her  father,  John  Ayres, 
was  a merchant  by  occupation  and  served  in  the 
war  of  1812.  In  her  family  there  were  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  namely:  Joseph  N.;  Mrs.  M. 
M.  Sherwood,  a widow;  Miss  Kate  Wheatle}', 
who  is  assistant  postmaster  at  CJiestertown;  J.  C., 
who  resides  at  Annapolis;  J.  F.,  living  in  Edes- 
ville,  Kent  County;  and  W.  A.,  who  is  in  Ches- 
tertown. 

At  the  family  home  near  Edesville,  in  the  fifth 
district  of  Kent  County,  Joseph  N.  Wheatley  was 
born  August  23,  1857.  His  early  years  were 
spent  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attendance 
upon  the  public  schools.  After  taking  a short 
course  in  Washington  College  he  secured  a posi- 
tion as  clerk  with  T.  W.  Eliason,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  two  years,  and  afterward  he  em- 
barked in  business  for  himself,  continuing  the 
same  for  sixteen  years.  In  1894  he  was  selected 
to  serve  as  deputy  to  the  postmaster,  James  A. 
Shaw,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1896, 
he  was  chosen  to  succeed  to  the  position,  which 
he  has  since  held,  though  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  the  present  administration  Repub- 
lican render  his  period  of  service  brief.  As  post- 
master he  is  efficient,  energetic  and  painstaking, 
and  every  department  of  the  office  is  maintained 
at  a high  standard.  He  is  justly  popular  among 
the  people  as  a careful  and  successful  official. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Wheatley  is  con- 
nected with  the  Heptasophs  and  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  the  latter  of  which  he 
has  passed  the  chairs  and  is  a member  of  the 
grand  lodge.  With  his  family  he  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  In 
1889  he  married  Miss  Fannie  G.,  daughter  of 
T.  W.  Russell,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Joseph  N.,  Jr.,  and  T.  W.  Russell.  His  entire 
life  so  far  has  been  spent  among  the  people  of 
Kent  County  and  he  has  gained  a warm  place  in 
their  regard  by  his  manly  life  and  strict  integrity. 
Should  the  changes  of  life  ever  render  removal  to 
another  place  advisable,  he  would  bear  with  him 


the  best  wishes  of  many  friends  and  their  hope 
for  his  continued  success,  but  one  and  all  unite 
in  trusting  that  the  associations  familiar  to  him 
from  earliest  childhood  and  the  scene  of  his  ac- 
tivities through  young  manhood  may  be  those 
among  which  life’s  prime  and  its  twilight  may 
also  be  busily  and  happily  passed. 


(Samuel  g.  fisher,  m.  d.,  of  chester- 

town,  Kent  County,  is  a very  prominent  and 
\Z/  much  respected  man  in  this  community.  He 
was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  for  Kent  County  in  1891, 
and  is  still  discharging  the  duties  that  rest  upon 
him  in  that  office,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  As  a public  official  his  record  is  one 
of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud,  for  his  own 
personal  interests  he  holds  secondary  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  he  is  faithful  in  every  particular 
to  his  trust. 

A native  of  this  county,  Dr.  Fisher  was  born 
September  26,  1831,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 

Fisher.  The  latter  was  also  a physician,  having 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Maryland  and 
for  several  decades  was  engaged  in  practice  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  in  December,  1796,  and 
came  to  this  section  of  Maryland  when  he  was 
about  twenty-eight  years  old,  being  thenceforth 
in  general  practice  until  1859.  From  1851  to 
1857  he  was  register  of  wills  and  made  a 
thorough-going  officer  — one  who  enjoyed  the  es- 
teem of  all  his  fellow-citizens.  His  brother 
Abram  died  while  young,  and  another  one,  Isaac, 
was  a leading  attorney  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and 
is  now  deceased.  The  wife  of  Jacob  Fisher  was 
Mary  Ann  Ringgold,  a native  of  this  county. 
Her  father,  Josias,  was  a successful  farmer  of 
Kent  County.  Mrs.  Mary  Fisher  departed  this 
life  in  October,  1880,  when  in  her  seventy-second 
year.  Of  her  eight  sons  and  three  daughters 
only  three  survive.  Jacob  F.  resides  in  German- 
town, Pa.,  and  one  sister  is  now  living  in 
Washington. 
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Dr.  Fisher  received  his  higher  education  in 
Washington  College  and  afterwards  started  in  the 
stud}'  of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Maryland, 
graduating  from  that  celebrated  institution  in 
1850.  He  then  began  his  career  as  a physician 
and  was  steadily  engaged  in  practice  until  a few 
years  ago.  Success  long  since  crowned  his 
efforts,  and  his  clientele  was  numerous  and  re- 
munerative. In  his  political  affiliations  he  has 
ever  been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  taken 
great  interest  in  each  succeeding  election. 

In  1854  occurred  the  marriage  of  the  doctor  and 
Miss  Isabella  Constable,  and  two  children  came 
to  bless  their  union,  Ellen  C.  and  Samuel  G. 
The  latter  is  a bright,  enterprising  young  medi- 
cal practitioner  of  Port  Deposit,  Md.  Mrs. 
Fisher  is  a daughter  of  John  S.  Constable,  who 
was  a well-to-do  farmer,  much  respected  in  his 
community.  Our  worthy  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
are  always  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  the 
poor  and  needy. 


ICHARD  HARRISON  COLLINS,  senior 
editor  and  one  of  the  owners  and  publishers 
of  the  Transcript ',  a leading  organ  of  the 
Democracy  in  eastern  Maryland,  is  a young  man 
who  has  a most  promising  future,  and  has  al- 
ready acquired  an  enviable  reputation  as  a jour- 
nalist. He  is  practical,  gifted,  energetic  and  in 
perfect  accord  with  the  busy,  active,  progressive 
spirit  of  the  age.  It  is  his  laudable  ambition  to 
make  his  paper  a representative  one,  and  he  spares 
no  effort  toward  that  end.  The  journal  in  ques- 
tion is  a very  popular  one  with  the  people  of  this 
section,  and  seems  to  meet  their  ideal  of  what  a 
modern  newspaper  should  be. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  above-named 
gentleman  was  Salisbury  Collins,  a native  of 
England,  and  related  to  Lord  Salisbury,  though 
distantly.  He  came  to  Dorchester  County  with 
his  parents  when  an  infant  and  became  quite  a 
prominent  figure  in  that  county  in  his  time,  be- 
ing respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  son, 


John  M.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Dor- 
chester County,  Md.,  in  1819,  but  went  to  Queen 
Anne  County  in  his  early  manhood,  there  devot- 
ing himself  to  an  agricultural  life.  He  was  a man 
of  quiet,  domestic  tastes,  and  was  never  desirous 
of  entering  the  political  or  business  arena.  An 
earnest  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  he  led  a conscientious,  blameless  life, 
and  died  in  1892,  regretted  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Harrison.  She  was  a native  of  Queen  Anne 
County,  and  a daughter  of  Capt.  Richard  Har- 
rison, who  won  his  honors  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  in  the  western  branch  of  the 
army.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order, 
and  died  in  1831,  when  Mrs.  Collins  was  but  six 
years  old.  To  herself  and  husband  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  William  Salisbury  is  now 
a resident  of  Queen  Anne  County,  and  Washing- 
ton Finley  is  a hardware  merchant  of  Millington, 
Kent  County,  Md.  Mrs.  Collins  was  reared  in 
the  Harrison  family,  who  are  well-known  people 
of  Queen  Anne.  She  is  now  making  her  home 
with  her  son,  William  Salisbury,  near  Centre- 
ville. 

The  birth  of  Richard  Harrison  Collins  took 
place  on  a farm  in  Spaniard’s  Neck,  located  on 
the  bank  of  the  Corsica  River,  in  Queen  Anne 
County,  September  16,  1859.  Until  he  had  at- 
tained his  seventeenth  year  his  life  flowed  in  the 
quiet  channels  of  agricultural  occupations,  but 
he  was  ambitious  to  enter  the  broader  field  of 
activities,  and  during  the  year  1877  entered  the 
printing  office  of  the  Centreville  Observer , where 
he  remained  the  ensuing  four  years,  and  became 
conversant  with  every  detail  of  the  business. 
Going  to  Baltimore,  he  held  places  with  several 
printing  establishments,  and  did  likewise  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  for  some  time  in  the 
employ  of  the  Times , of  the  Quaker  City,  but 
left  on  account  of  failing  health.  Owing  to  that 
cause  he  went  to  Florida  in  1884  and  soon  re- 
cuperated. Returning,  he  again  engaged  in  the 
printing  business  in  Philadelphia.  In  1886  he 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Croft,  Collins  & Co.  A favorable 
opportunity  of  purchasing  the  Transcript  occurred 
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in  1888  and  came  beneath  his  notice.  He  con- 
sidered the  matter  carefully  and  as  a result  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Charles  C.- Hopper 
and  purchased  the  plant,  taking  charge  of  the 
paper  January  1,  1889;  they  have  since  conducted 
the  business  successfully,  and  are  increasing  their 
circulation  most  gratifyingly. 

September  14,  1893,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins and  Elizabeth  Harding  Roberts  was  cele- 
brated. The  lady  comes  from  an  old,  influential 
family  of  North  Carolina,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Stephen  Chester  Roberts,  D.  D.  Mr.  Collins 
and  his  worthy  wife  have  had  three  children,  but 
lost  their  infant  daughter,  Jane  Harrison.  Their 
oldest  son,  Stephen  Roberts,  was  born  January 
13,  1896,  and  Richard  Harrison,  Jr.,  was  born 
May  12,  1897.  They  are  members  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  of  Chestertown.  Mr.  Col- 
lins is  also  identified  with  the  Heptasophs,  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  senior  warden. 


^JJAMUEL  MALLALIEU  has  been  interested 
in  the  hotel  and  livery  business  in  Milling- 
W ton,  Kent  County,  for  about  ten  years  and 
is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  upbuilding  and 
general  welfare  of  this  place.  He  has  taken  an 
important  part  in  local  politics,  and  is  especially 
active  in  the  presidential  campaigns.  In  1880 
he  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  Republican  con- 
vention which  assembled  in  Chicago  and  nomin- 
ated Garfield.  The  previous  year  he  was  himself 
candidate  for  comptroller  of  the  state.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  officiating  as  city  constable. 
His  political  opponents  are  among  his  best  friends 
in  many  cases. 

A native  of  England,  Mr.  Mallalieu  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Delph,  Yorkshire,  March  16,  1836. 
His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  Mallalieu, 
whose  birthplaces  were  in  the  same  locality  as 
was  that  of  their  son.  The  father  was  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1814,  and  his  wife  was  born  on  the 
29th  of  the  preceding  December.  After  a very 
happy  married  life  together,  of  about  sixty-two 
years,  they  were  not  long  separated  by  death,  for 


the  wife  died  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  the  husband  at  five  o’clock  of  the  same  day, 
July  30,  1896.  They  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  six  grew  to  maturity.  Joseph,  born  in 
Philadelphia,  May  10,  1841,  is  a farmer  in  Queen 
Anne  County,  Md.  James  M.,  born  May  21, 
1843,  in  Philadelphia,  died  in  1887.  Mary  R., 
born  October  17,  1847,  in  Delaware,  is  the  wife 
of  R.  H.  Adams,  presiding  elder  of  the  East 
Dover  district.  Annie  J.,  born  July  2,  1849,  in 
Delaware,  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Jenkins,  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  Trappe,  Talbot  County.  John 
J.,  born  September  23,  1852,  in  Queen  Anne 
County,  is  a prominent  attorney  and  real-estate 
man  of  Kearney,  Neb. 

Thomas  Mallalieu  was  reared  in  his  native 
shire,  and  was  still  quite  young  when  he  went 
into  a factory  to  work.  He  was  about  twenty- 
five  years  old  when  he  determined  to  seek  a home 
and  fortune  in  America.  On  arriving  in  Phila- 
delphia he  found  employment  at  his  trade  for 
some  five  or  six  years.  About  1845  he  rented  a 
factory  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  John,  and  this  enterprise  they  carried 
on  with  good  success  until  1852.  In  March  of 
that  year  he  came  to  this  locality  and  rented  a 
small  woolen  mill  in  Queen  Anne  County,  just 
across  the  river  from  Millington.  But  a short 
time  had  elapsed  before  he  was  enabled  to  pur- 
chase the  building,  and  this  he  enlarged  and  im- 
proved, putting  in  modern  machinery  in  1866. 
This  plant  was  named  the  Unicorn  Woolen  Mills, 
and  was  carried  on  under  the  new  management 
twenty  years.  In  1886  he  retired  from  business, 
selling  out  his  interest  in  the  same  and  removed 
to  Millington,  where  he  quietly  spent  the  last 
ten  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  about  fifty  years. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  Dickin- 
son College,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  also  of  Wilming- 
ton Conference  Academy,  at  Dover.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Baltimore  conference  in  1876,  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  Brooklyn  conference  in 
1872.  In  every  act  of  his  busy,  useful  life  he 
was  an  earnest  Christian  and  a faithful  worker. 

Samuel  Mallalieu  was  a child  of  only  four 
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years  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this 
country.  He  remained  at  home  and  worked  in  a 
factory  after  he  was  ten  years  old,  becoming 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business  in  each 
detail.  From  his  eighteenth  year  he  assumed 
the  supervision  of  the  mills  and  was  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  same,  relieving  his  father 
from  much  of  the  responsibility.  When  the  mills 
were  sold  in  1886  he  turned  his  attention  to  his 
present  lines  of  occupation.  He  conducts  a good 
hotel  in  a manner  that  is  pleasing  to  the  general 
public,  and  runs  a livery  in  conjunction  with  it. 
He  is  a Master  Mason  and  at  one  time  belonged 
to  Eureka  Lodge  No.  98,  F.  & A.  M. 

February  17,  1857,  our  subject  married  Julia 
Ann  Walls,  of  Millington,  and  five  children 
have  been  born  to  them.  Virginia  is  the  wife  of 
C.  M.  Johnson.  George  Henry  is  a resident  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  is  salesman  for  a New  York 
firm.  William  Thomas  is  at  home  and  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  Elwood  R.  is  agent  for  a 
Buffalo  paper  and  twine  manufactory ; and  Joshua 
Clifton  is  with  another  firm  in  New  York  that 
makes  paper  and  twine  of  various  descriptions. 


ILLIAM  A.  HYLAND.  Among  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  Galena,  Kent  County,  is 
the  large  manufacturing  establishment 
owned  by  this  worthy  citizen,  whose  mature  life 
has  been  chiefly  passed  in  this  place.  A man’s 
success  in  the  world  of  commerce  is  determined 
by  his  natural  talents  in  part,  but  largely  by 
simple  energy,  perseverance  and  will;  by  the 
hopeful  quality  of  mind  that  is  not  easily  discour- 
aged, and  that  will  not  “give  up  the  ship”  until 
absolute  certainty  of  disaster  comes.  Such  a 
sturdy,  indomitable  bravery  is  found  in  the  man 
of  whom  we  write,  and  we  are  pleased  to  render 
him  this  brief  tribute,  at  least. 

Henry  M.  Hyland,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1800,  near  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County. 
With  the  exception  of  one  year  which  he  spent 
in  Baltimore,  he  passed  his  entire  life  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  birth.  He  learned  the  black- 


smith’s trade,  and  followed  it,  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  as  a means  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood.  He  was  fairly  successful  in  a finan- 
cial point  of  view,  and  was  a man  of  genuine 
worth,  commanding  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a leading  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  1851,  when  but  fifty-one 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  Maria  Grant  Hyland, 
was  likewise  a native  of  Kent  County,  and  died, 
as  she  had  lived,  a faithful,  conscientious  Chris- 
tian. She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
whom  she  reared  to  be  noble,  trustworthy  men 
and  women. 

Born  March  24,  1833,  William  A.  Hyland  was 
brought  up  in  the  same  locality  as  was  his  father 
before  him.  He  remained  under  his  parents’  wise 
guidance  until  he  was  about  sixteen,  when  he 
left  home,  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmithing,  at 
which  he  served  a five  years’  apprenticeship.  It 
was  in  January,  1855,  that  he  first  came  to 
Galena  to  settle  permanently.  After  working 
as  a journeyman  some  six  years,  perhaps,  he  had 
by  the  end  of  this  time  saved  up  a sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  enable  him  to  build  a small  shop  on 
the  identical  ground  that  he  still  owns  and  has 
his  factory  upon.  He  first  did  general  repairing 
of  wagons,  and  blacksmithing,  but  later  began 
the  manufacture  of  plows,  reapers,  wagons,  corn- 
shellers,  etc.,  and  as  the  trade  steadily  increased 
added  more  room  to  his  shop  until  his  present 
large  plant  was  eventually  evolved.  He  makes 
a specialty  of  the  Hyland  corn-shellers  and 
Hyland  field-rollers  and  in  addition  to  these, 
handles  a great  many  Deering  binders  and  reap- 
ers, Birdsall  traction  engines  and  threshing  ma- 
chines, etc.  His  patronage  is  very  widely  ex- 
tended, as  his  customers  often  are  from  a long 
distance.  Once  having  dealt  with  him,  they  are 
always  glad  to  favor  him  with  their  trade.  Po- 
litically he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  served  for 
four  years  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  a few 
years  ago.  Then,  for  four  years  each,  he  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  almshouse,  and  was 
obliged  to  refuse  further  nominations  on  account 
of  his  years  and  the  distance  to  the  county  seat. 
He  is  at  present  one  of  the  school  trustees.  He 
has  ever  been  on  the  side  of  progress  and  is  a 
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man  fully  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
Thirty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  officiated 
as  class-leader  and  steward.  He  gives  freely  of 
his  means  to  help  onward  the  good  cause  of  re- 
ligion, and  the  poor  find  in  him  a sympathizing 
friend. 

Mr.  Hyland  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  in  1861,  with  Mary  C.  Nordain,  whose 
parents  lived  in  Odessa,  Del.  The  Rev.  John  Allen 
performed  the  ceremony.  Mrs.  Hyland  had  six 
children,  who  survive  her,  she  having  died  April 
6,  1883.  They  are  named  as  follows:  Harry  H., 
a merchant  of  New  Jersey;  John  Allen,  book- 
keeper of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Association 
of  New  York;  Annie  W.,  wife  of  Herbert  Price, 
of  Queen  Anne  County;  Elizabeth  Grant,  wife  of 
J.  R.  Wilson,  of  this  place;  Emma  E.,  wife  of  J. 
R.  Van  Zandt,  agent  at  Sampson’s  railway  sta- 
tion; and  William  A.,  who  is  connected  with  his 
father  in  business.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hyland,  celebrated  in  1886,  Rev.  George  W. 
Townsend  officiating,  was  with  Catherine  Clark, 
of  Elkton,  Md.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Chester 
Arthur  Gorman,  who  is  still  at  home.  Mrs. 
Hyland  is  a lady  of  refinement  and  many  amiable 
qualities,  which  greatly  endear  her  to  all. 


HOMAS  W.  SKIRVEN.  The  agricultural 
interests  of  Kent  County  have  a worthy 
exponent  and  representative  in  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  since  1879  has  been  the 
owner  and  operator  of  a valuable  place  in  the 
sixth  district.  Giving  his  attention  closely  to 
his  chosen  occupation,  he  has  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing his  land  under  excellent  cultivation,  has 
planted  orchards  of  fruit,  built  fences  and  the 
necessary  structures  for  the  storage  of  farm 
products,  and  by  proper  fertilization  of  the  soil 
has  made  it  very  productive.  Within  the  place 
are  comprised  about  two  hundred  acres. 

As  far  back  as  the  record  can  be  traced,  the 
Skirven  family  has  been  identified  with  Maryland 
history.  The  father  of  our  subject,  John  T.,  and 
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grandfather,  Francis  Skirven,  were  natives  of 
Maryland,  and  farmers  by  occupation.  The 
former  was  for  some  time  captain  of  a cavalry 
company  of  militia.  In  politics  he  gave  his 
support  invariably  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Democracy,  though  there  was  little  of  the 
partisan  spirit  discernible  in  his  character.  He 
died  in  Kent  County  at  the  close  of  seventy  use- 
ful years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah  Granger 
Gale,  a native  of  Kent  County,  a woman  of 
estimable  character  and  a life-long  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  When  fifty-five 
years  of  age  her  earth  life  ended.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Gale,  known  to  a host  of 
acquaintances  as  “Uncle  Tommy,’’  who  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  for  many  years  held  the 
office  of  county  surveyor.  She  represented  an 
old  family  of  Maryland,  her  ancestors  having 
come  to  this  country  in  their  own  ship  and 
provided  with  an  abundance  of  capital,  which 
they  invested  in  St.  Mary’s  County.  At  her 
death  she  left  five  children,  namely:  Thomas  W. ; 
Mary  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  David  W.  Hanes, 
of  Philadelphia;  Martha  E. , wife  of  William  H. 
Colesberry,  also  of  Philadelphia;  J.  Walter,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Kent  County;  and  Washington 
Gale,  also  a farmer,  who  operates  land  in  the 
sixth  district. 

August  3,  1842,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  the  third  district.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  continued  to  reside  with  his 
parents  until  he  attained  his  majority.  Starting 
out  for  himself  at  that  time,  he  first  rented  a farm, 
and  saved  his  earnings  in  order  that  he  might 
purchase  a place  of  his  own.  This  he  did  in  1879, 
buying  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  In  politics 
a Democrat,  he  has  never  been  solicitous  for  office 
and  his  interest  in  politics  has  been  of  a rather 
quiet  nature.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
served  as  assistant  superintendent  and  librarian 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  several  years.  At 
present  is  a vesrtryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  and  superintendent  of  the 
cemetery  connected  with  that  church. 

In  1866  Mr.  Skirven  was  united  in  marriage 
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with  Miss  Angeline  S.  Bard,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Six  sons  were  born  of  tlieir  union,  of  whom  Percy 
Granger  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Michigan; 
Thomas  Arthur  and  Edmund  Howe  also  removed 
to  the  west  and  both  reside  in  Chicago,  where 
the  former  is  engaged  in  the  railroad  business 
and  the  latter  is  interested  in  the  coal  business; 
Charles  Howard  is  operating  a farm  in  the  sixth 
district;  and  Harry  and  Frank  are  still  at  home. 


OHN  WILLIAM  LATIMER,  M.  D.,  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Kent  County,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession during  a period  of  more  than  twenty 
j^ears  in  Galena.  He  is  widely  known  in  the 
community  roundabout  and  has  the  patronage  of 
the  best  families.  He  is  a student  and  thinker, 
and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  progressive 
minds  of  the  day.  To  his  chosen  field  of  en- 
deavor he  brings  great  fitness,  experience  and 
genuine  enthusiasm,  and  rarely  fails  to  make 
sincere  friends  of  his  clients.  As  a member  of 
the  order  of  Heptasophs,  and  as  a Democrat,  he 
is  popular  with  a large  class  of  our  citizens,  who 
accord  with  his  views,  and  he  has  enough  of  the 
tolerant,  conservative  spirit  to  grant  to  every  one 
the  same  right  of  liberty  of  opinion  that  he  re- 
serves to  himself,  and  that  in  utmost  friendliness. 

Dr.  Latimer  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  fami- 
lies in  Maryland,  his  great-grandfather  Latimer 
having  been  an  extensive  land  owner  here.  His 
grandfather,  John  Ford  Latimer,  M.  D. , was  ama- 
tive of  Charles  County,  Md. , and  one  of  the  first 
graduates  of  the  University  of  Maryland.  He  later 
was  engaged  in  practice  with  Dr.  Thomas  I.  Mar- 
shall, of  Piscataway,  Md. , a great  many  years.  He 
was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  suffered  in  the  defeat 
at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  when  the  British 
won  the  victory  over  our  troops.  His  father 
came  to  Maryland  from  England  in  company 
with  two  of  his  brothers,  and  settled  in  Charles 
County,  while  the  others  located  in  Virginia  and 
Delaware,  respectively. 

Joseph  Latimer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 


native  of  Piscataway,  Prince  George  County,  Md. , 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  with  the  exception 
of  the  period  of  his  service  as  a surgeon  in  the 
Confederate  army.  He  was  a graduate  of  Jeffer- 
son University,  of  this  state,  he  having  taken 
three  courses  there.  After  receiving  his  diploma 
in  1848  he  entered  upon  his  professional  life,  and 
was  a resident  of  his  native  town  until  his  death, 
which  event  took  place  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. 
During  the  war  he  held  a commission  as  surgeon 
under  General  Early  and  was  twice  captured. 
For  about  two  months  he  was  confined  in  the  old 
capital  prison,  and  was  then  exchanged.  At 
another  time  he  was  the  subject  of  a military 
court-martial,  and  came  very  near  being  shot,  but 
escaped  on  account  of  the  pressure  that  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  his  judges  by  some  of  his 
influential  friends  on  the  Union  side.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  bravery  and  spirit  and  was  well 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  Like  his  ancestors, 
he  was  fond  of  fox  hunting,  and  enjoyed  many  a 
merry  day  with  horse  and  hounds  on  his  own 
estates.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  surgeon 
who  set  Booth’s  leg  after  the  great  drama  that 
was  enacted  in  Washington  at  Ford’s  Opera 
House.  He  fell  heir  to  a large  share  of  the 
paternal  estate  and  slaves,  and  succeeded  to  his 
medical  practice.  His  last  years  were  passed  at 
a place  called  T.  B.,  about  five  miles  from  Piscat- 
away, whither  he  had  gone  to  live  after  his  return 
from  the  southern  battlefields.  His  former 
partner  and  friend,  Dr.  Dyer,  had  managed  all 
their  practice  while  he  was  absent,  and  he  would 
not  divide  the  practice,  as  he  feared  it  would  be 
to  the  detriment  of  Dr.  Dyer.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  a Miss  Anna  A.  Shipps  before 
her  marriage.  She  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  still  living,  being  in  her  seventy-fifth 
year,  at  the  home  of  J.  W.,  her  son.  Of  her 
eight  children  five  died  in  early  years.  Joseph 
N.  B.  is  a graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Baltimore,  and  stepped  into  his 
father’s  old  practice  in  T.  B.  James  Marshall,  a 
druggist,  is  now  living  in  Prince  George  County, 
Md. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Latimer  was  born  June  6,  1852,  in 
Piscataway,  Md.,  and  from  his  youth  up  has  had 
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what  appears  to  be  an  inherent  taste  for  the 
medical  profession.  He  received  a good  founda- 
tion for  his  future  training  in  the  advice  and 
example  of  his  father,  and  was  always  a very  apt 
student.  His  preliminary  education  being  com- 
pleted, he  entered  a drug  store  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  for  a time,  and  was  only  eighteen  when  he 
determined  to  become  a regular  physician  instead 
of  a pharmacist.  Going  back  to  the  old  home  he 
read  and  studied  under  his  father’s  guidance,  and 
subsequently  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore  in  the 
spring  of  1874.  Then  for  two  years  he  practiced 
with  his  father,  thereby  gaining  necessary  experi- 
ence, and  in  the  fall  of  the  centennial  year  lo- 
cated here. 

In  1876  Dr.  Latimer  married  Eleanor  Brewer, 
of  South  River,  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.  She 
was  born  and  reared  in  that  locality,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Newton  and  Mary  E.  Brewer,  re- 
spected citizens  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md. 
She  is  a valued  worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
attainments.  The  doctor’s  mother  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  same  church,  and  he  is  a vestry- 
man. 


HON.  THOMAS  HOLLIDAY  HICKS,  ex- 
governor of  Maryland  and  United  States 
senator,  was  born  near  East  New  Market, 
Md.,  on  the  2d  of  September  1798,  the  eld- 
est son  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary  (Sewell)  Hicks, 
who  were  of  English  and  Scotch  descent  re- 
spectively. His  father  was  an  extensive  planter 
and,  as  w'as  the  custom  of  his  day,  owned  slaves. 
He  was  kind  to  those  under  him,  generous  to  all 
in  need,  charitable  toward  the  erring  and  patri- 
otic in  citizenship.  He  and  his  wife  were  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
their  family  were  thirteen  children. 

On  the  family  estate,  four  miles  from  East  New 
Market,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  grew  to  man- 
hood, meantime  attending  the  local  subscription 
schools.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he 
was  made  a deputy  sheriff  and  continued  ip  that 


position  until  1824,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff 
of  his  county.  Three  years  later  he  retired  from 
office  and  settled  upon  a farm  he  had  purchased 
on  the  Choptank  River,  dnring  his  residence 
there  being  elected  a member  of  the  house  of 
delegates.  In  1833  he  removed  to  Vienna  and 
succeeded  his  recently  deceased  brother,  Horace 
Sewell  Hicks,  in  the  mercantile  business  and  in 
running  boats  to  Baltimore.  For  several  years 
he  was  captain  of  a cavalry  company  of  the 
state  militia.  In  the  year  1836,  on  the  Whig 
ticket,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  state 
electoral  college,  which,  under  the  old  con- 
stitution of  Maryland,  had  the  election  of  the 
state  senate  and  the  governor’s  council.  There 
being  twenty-one  Whigs  and  nineteen  Democrats 
in  the  college,  the  election,  requiring  a two-thirds 
vote,  created  a deadlock  and  almost  threw  the 
state  into  anarchy.  Three  Democrats  finally 
voting  with  the  majority,  a compromise  was  ef- 
fected and  the  senate  was  elected. 

While  in  Annapolis  as  a member  of  the  college 
Mr.  Hicks  was  elected  to  the  legislature,  which 
during  the  next  session  passed  measures  making 
the  senate  and  council  elective  by  the  people.  In 
1837  he  was  a member  of  the  governor’s  council, 
and  the  following  year  was  appointed  register  of 
wills  for  Dorchester  County  by  Governor  Veazey, 
afterward  being  reappointed  by  successive  gov- 
ernors until  the  constitution  of  1851  made  the 
office  elective.  He  was  a member  of  that  con- 
vention, though  filling  the  office  of  representa- 
tive at  the  time. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  1855,  Mr. 
Hicks  was  made  his  successor  as  register  of  wills 
and  filled  that  position  altogether  seventeen 
years,  holding  it  until  he  became  governor. 
Nominated  by  the  American  party  for  the  posi- 
tion of  chief  executive,  he  received  the  election 
and  began  his  term  of  service  January  1,  1858. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  his  administration 
covered  a period  of  vital  importance  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country,  and  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  every  duty  soon  brought 
him  into  national  prominence.  At  that  time  Bal- 
timore was  in  the  hands  of  a lawless  element 
known  as  “Plug  Uglies,”  who  controlled^every 
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election.  Several  respectable  citizens,  in  their 
efforts  to  take  political  matters  out  of  their  hands, 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  ringleaders  to  trial  and 
convicting  them  of  murder.  Every  conceivable 
influence  was  brought  to  bear  on  Governor  Hicks 
to  induce  him  to  pardon  the  men,  but  he  refused 
and  the  offenders  were  executed. 

The  unchanging  decision  of  character  notice- 
able at  this  time  was  still  further  in  evidence  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  the  whole 
state  was  thrown  into  confusion,  families  were 
divided  in  opinions,  and  life  itself  w7as  in  constant 
peril.  While  others  were  terrified  he  stood  firm 
and  unwavering,  maintaining  his  integrity  to  the 
end.  His  fixedness  of  purpose  won  for  him  the 
sobriquet  of  “Old  Caesar.”  However,  while  de- 
termined and  steadfast  in  purpose,  he  was  withal 
kind  and  tender-hearted.  For  his  friends  he 
could  not  do  enough.  But  his  kindness  did  not 
cease  there.  Often,  at  the  entreaties  of  their 
friends,  he  visited  President  Lincoln  to  ask  for 
the  release  of  sick  and  wounded  Confederate 
prisoners  of  war.  The  President  had  such  im- 
plicit confidence  in  him  his  requests  were  always 
granted,  feeling  assured  that  he  would  only  in- 
tercede for  worthy  persons.  He  threw  the  weight 
of  his  influence  on  the  side  of  the  Union  and  en- 
deavored to  secure  enlistments  from  his  own  state 
in  the  Federal  army.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1862, 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers,  and  declined  the  appoint- 
ment July  26,  1862.  On  the  close  of  his  term  as 
governor  in  1863  he  was  appointed  United  States 
senator  by  Governor  Bradford  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired term  of  Hon.  James  Alfred  Pierce.  His 
appointment  was  ratified  by  the  legislature  at 
the  session  of  1864,  and  he  actively  entered  upon 
the  responsible  duties  of  senator.  The  contin- 
uance of  the  war  made  his  counsel  most  necessary, 
and  he  was  thoroughly  identified  with  the  Union 
party  as  one  of  its  leaders.  Although  the  owner 
of  slaves,  he  voted  for  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
stitution in  1864  and  favored  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  In  the  autumn  of  1863  he  seriously 
sprained  his  ankle,  and  erysipelas  setting  in  it 
was  necessary  to  amputate  his  limb.  He  died 
Feburary  13,  1865,  from  the  effects  of  a stroke  of 


apoplexy,  when  at  the  height  of  his  fame  and 
usefulness. 

Two  days  later  his  death  was  announced  to 
the  senate  by  his  late  colleague,  Reverdy  John- 
son, of  Maryland.  I11  his  remarks  he  paid  this 
deserved  tribute:  “Ever  courteous,  kind  and  at- 
tentive, he  possessed  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  us  all.  Endowed  with  a sound  judgment  and 
animated  by  a fervent  patriotism,  he  supported 
ever}'  measure  that  promised,  in  his  opinion,  to 
benefit  the  country  in  its  existing  emergency.  In 
private  life,  too,  he  was  always  highly  appreci- 
ated, and  by  those  who  knew  him  intimately 
loved  as  a brother.  By  the  society  of  his  county 
his  loss  especially  will  be  long  and  keenly  felt, 
and  to  his  immediate  family  it  will  be  irreparable.  ’ ’ 

Mr.  Willey,  of  West  Virginia,  said  among 
other  things:  “It  has  been  my  privilege  to  occupy 
a seat  by  the  side  of  Governor  Hicks  ever  since 
he  entered  this  hall.  I had,  therefore,  an  oppor- 
tunity not  only  to  witness  his  course  in  relation 
to  public  affairs,  but  also  to  observe  more  closely 
the  spirit  and  principles,  the  heart  and  motive 
(so  to  speak)  which  seemed  to  prompt  and  control 
his  conduct.  And  I declare,  to  you,  sir,  that  I 
never  knew  a man  whose  simplicity  and  single- 
ness of  purpose,  whose  evident  sincerity,  purity 
and  unselfishness  of  aim  to  promote  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  his  country,  commanded  more  of 
my  confidence  and  respect.  I know  not  if  he 
ever  aspired  to  win  the  personal  distinction  and 
renown  which  men  of  great  intellectual  parts 
sometimes  seem  to  seek  with  an  ardor  hardly 
secondary  to  the  promotion  of  the  national  wel- 
fare; but  to  me  he  ever  appeared  to  forget  him- 
self in  the  higher  and  holier  purpose  of  securing 
the  public  good.” 

In  the  house  of  representatives  the  death  of 
Governor  Hicks  was  announced  February  15  by 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland,  who  said  in  part: 
“Governor  Hicks  was  entirely  a self-made  man. 
He  toiled  up  the  mountain  side  unaided  and 
reached  height  after  height  through  his  own 
manly  exertions;  but  never  did  he  break  the 
bond  which  bound  him  to  the  people  on  the  plain. 
He  was  essentially  a man  of  the  people,  of  them 
and  from  them;  his  instincts,  his  sympathies,  affec- 
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tions,  were  all  with  them,  and  his  exertions  and 
labors  in  their  behalf.  The  poorest  and  most 
friendless  boy  received  from  him  as  kindly  a 
welcome  as  the  men  who  held  the  most  influen- 
tial and  important  stations.  The  last  note  I ever 
received  from  him,  only  a few  days  before  his 
death,  was  written  to  ask  my  aid  for  a poor  man, 
a sailor  disabled  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
in  it  he  regretted  that  his  health  would  not  per- 
mit him  personally  to  render  him  as  such  assist- 
ance as  he  desired.  * * * 

“That,  however,  which  has  most  distinguished 
him  and  endeared  him  to  the  people  of  Maryland, 
was  his  unselfish  and  unyielding  patriotism.  In 
him  was  illustrated  the  patriotism  that  burned  so 
purely  in  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  ’76.  There  was 
no  personal  sacrifice  which  he  deemed  too  great 
to  be  made  for  his  country.  This  was  particu- 
larly illustrated  in  his  course  on  the  question  of 
emancipation.  Though  holding  a considerable 
number  of  slaves  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  entering  into  the  war  with  the  im- 
pression that  it  ought  to  be  so  conducted  as  not 
to  interfere  with  slavery,  yet  when  he  became 
convinced,  as  he  afterward  did,  that  the  most 
vulnerable  point  in  the  rebellion  was  slavery,  and 
that  if  we  would  crush  the  rebellion  we  must 
strike  at  and  crush  slavery,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
favor  this  policy  both  by  the  general  government 
and  by  his  own  state.  A year  ago  he  favored 
the  constitutional  amendment  lately  passed  abol- 
ishing slavery  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
was  the  earnest  friend  of  immediate  emancipation 
in  Maryland,  voting  himself  for  the  free  constitu- 
tion and  urging  others  to  unite  with  him  in  its 
support.” 

In  the  address  of  Mr.  Creswell,  of  Maryland, 
was  the  following  tribute:  “Notwithstanding  the 
many  disadvantages  under  which  he  labored,  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  exerted  a greater  influ- 
ence on  the  politics  of  Maryland,  or  has  accom- 
plished more  for  the  good  of  his  state  and  fellow- 
citizens  in  his  day  and  generation  than  he.  He 
chose  his  party  because  of  his  approval  of  the 
principles  which  it  proclaimed,  and  then  gave  it 
his  entire  and  cordial  support.  A disciple  of 
Henry  Clay,  he  accepted  the  teachings  of  the 


sage  of  Ashland  as  the  axioms  of  his  political 
creed.  He  was  first  a Democrat  of  the  old  school, 
then  a Whig,  then  an  American,  and  on  the 
formation  of  the  Union  party  he  threw  his  whole 
soul  into  that  movement  and  labored  unceasingly 
to  promote  its  success.  To  all  the  parties  to 
which  he  was  successively  attached  he  rendered 
the  most  important  services.  He  was  always 
looked  up  to  as  a leader  and  always  did  the  work 
of  a leader.” 

The  city  council  of  Baltimore  passed  appropri- 
ate resolutions,  which  were  printed,  together 
with  the  address  of  Samuel  T.  Hall,  who  al- 
luded eloquently  to  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the 
governor,  his  affection  for  state  and  nation. 
Suitable  resolutions  were  also  passed  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  Maryland,  before  which  body 
Mr.  Carroll  bore  witness  to  the  worth  of  the  gov- 
ernor’s character.  Among  other  things  he  said: 
“The  outbreak  of  the  present  rebellion  found 
him  in  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  this  state. 
Then  it  was  that  the  character  of  the  man  was 
fully  developed.  Then  it  was  that  his  incorrupt- 
ible integrity,  his  devoted  patriotism  and  his 
lofty  courage  were  subjected  to  the  most  severe 
tests.  But  no  persuasion,  however  winning,  no 
entreaties,  however  earnest,  no  threats,  however 
violent,  could  divert  him  from  the  path  of  his 
duty  to  his  country.  There  he  stood,  faithful 
among  the  faithless.  And  while  one  after  an- 
other of  the  border  states  were  driven  into  the 
whirlpool  of  secession  and  ruin,  Maryland  alone 
stood  firm  and  unshaken  amid  the  storms  that 
assailed  her,  with  the  nation’s  flag  still  floating 
over  her,  and  vowed  her  determination  to  stand 
under  it  and  by  it.  The  immense  results  which 
hung  upon  his  decision  and  bearing  in  this  fear- 
ful crisis,  results  affecting  not  Maryland  merely, 
but  the  destiny  of  the  whole  nation,  it  is  impos- 
sible even  now,  sir,  properly  to  estimate.  When 
the  passions  and  prejudices  and  jealousies  of  the 
hour  shall  have  passed  away,  when  the  actions  of 
men  can  be  viewed  in  the  calm,  steady,  truthful 
light  of  history,  among  the  names  prosperity  will 
delight  to  honor  and  cherish  few  will  be  remem- 
bered with  more  gratitude  than  that  of  Governor 
Hicks.” 
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The  passing  away  of  Governor  Hicks  was 
peaceful.  He  suffered  an  attack  of  paralysis 
Friday,  February  io,  and  three  days  later  the  end 
came.  On  Saturday  afternoon  President  Lincoln, 
having  heard  of  his  serious  illness,  visited  him 
and  spent  some  time  at  his  bedside.  Many  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  congress  also  visited  him. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
during  his  last  hours  was  attended  by  Rev.  B.  H. 
Nadal,  D.  D.,  of  Wesley  Chapel.  The  latter 
gentleman,  after  talking  to  the  dying  man  for 
some  time  asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  his 
earthly  career  was  about  to  close,  and  if  so  to 
raise  his  hand.  The  hand  at  once  went  up. 
Again  the  minister  asked:  “If  you  rest  upon 
Christ  as  our  Savior,  raise  your  hand.”  The 
hand  was  lifted  once  more  and  waved  back  and 
forth  as  if  in  holy  triumph.  In  half  an  hour  from 
that  time  he  became  unconscious  and  in  a few 
hours  his  spirit  passed  to  the  God  who  gave  it. 

The  funeral  services  were  of  a dignified  char- 
acter, appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The  proces- 
sion included  the  governor  of  Maryland,  mayor 
of  Baltimore,  and  the  city  council,  senators  and 
congressmen,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
heads  of  departments,  the  diplomatic  corps, 
judges  of  the  United  States,  officers  of  the 
executive  departments,  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  u^or  of  Washington,  and  others 
equally  prominent  in  public  life.  The  coffin 
was  borne  into  the  senate  chamber,  where  the 
large  audience  assembled  listened  in  profound 
silence  to  the  eloquent  address  of  Dr.  Nadal, 
who  chose  for  his  theme,  “And  the  king  said 
unto  his  servant,  know  ye  not  that  there  is  a 
prince  and  a great  man  fallen  this  day  in  Israel?” 
The  remains  were  interred  for  a time  in  the  con- 
gressional cemetery,  and  were  afterward  taken  to 
the  old  home  cemetery  in  Dorchester  County. 

The  first  wife  of  Governor  Hicks  was  Ann 
Thompson,  of  Dorchester  County,  and  his  second 
wife  was  Leah  Raleigh,  also  of  this  county. 
After  the  death  of  the  latter  he  married  Mrs.  Jane 
Wilcox,  the  widow  of  his  cousin,  Henry  Wilcox. 
Only  one  of  his  children  is  now  living,  namely, 
Nannie,  wife  of  Dr.  George  L.  Hicks,  of  Cam- 
bridge County.  The  visitor  to  Cambridge  always 


notices  with  interest  the  statue  in  the  cemetery, 
which  is  a fitting  memorial  of  Governor  Hicks. 
However,  the  best  memorial  to  his  memory  is  in 
the  hearts  of  his  associates,  some  of  whom  still 
survive,  and  in  the  affection  of  the  generation 
now  prominent  on  the  scene  of  action. 


^)AMUEL  BECK,  M.  D.,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  physicians  practicing  in 
Kent  County,  and  though  he  was  of  a modest, 
retiring  disposition,  became  quite  prominent 
before  his  death.  As  a business  man  he  was  re- 
liable, trustworthy  and  faithful  to  his  word  in 
the  minutest  particular.  Few  men  have  been 
more  sincerely  mourned  after  death  than  he  has 
been  and  we  are  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of 
paying  his  memory  deserved  tribute. 

In  tracing  the  doctor’s  history  we  find  that  his 
birth  took  place  upon  a farm  in  this  county,  in 
September,  1839.  His  early  years  were  the 
quiet  ones  common  to  a farmer’s  boy,  his  time 
divided  between  work,  play  and  study  in  the 
village  schools  nearby . His  higher  education  was 
sought  and  obtained  in  Dickinson  College,  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  and  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland.  Having  graduated  as  a 
full-fledged  doctor  of  medicine  about  i860,  he  at 
once  began  practicing,  and  from  1863  to  1879 
was  located  in  Worton.  His  many  friends 
there  prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion for  clerk  of  the  courts  in  the  year  last 
mentioned,  and  having  been  duly  elected,  he  re- 
tained the  office  twelve  years.  During  this  period 
he  made  a reputation  for  honesty  of  purpose  and 
general  worth  that  is  truly  enviable.  He  was 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  was  elected  on  that  ticket. 
After  retiring  from  the  official  position  in  1891  he 
became  interested  financially  in  the  manufacture 
of  phosphate,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Beck  & 
Walker,  and  was  thus  employed  until  his  death, 
February  8,  1896. 

Dr.  Beck  was  a son  of  Horatio  and  Mary  M. 
(Miller)  Beck,  natives  of  Kent  County,  and  of 
old,  respected  families.  The  father  owned  and 
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operated  a fine  farm,  and  was  well  thought  of  in 
his  locality,  being  sent  from  that  district  to  the 
state  legislature. 

In  1863  Dr.  Beck  married  Miss  Ellen  Constable, 
a cousin  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Walker.  She  was  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  and  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood in  Kent  County.  They  became  identified 
with  the  local  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
Dr.  Beck  was  a vestryman  for  years.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Washington 
College,  and  was  foremost  in  the  promotion  of  all 
educational  and  religious  work  wherever  his 
influence  was  needed. 

Eight  of  the  children  born  to  the  doctor  and 
his  wife  are  yet  living.  Hallie  R.  is  the  wife 
of  Allan  A.  Harris,  who  is  in  business  in  this 
place.  Horace  W.,  with  the  St.  Louis  Elec- 
tric & Gas  Lighting  Company,  married  Nannie 

H. ,  daughter  of  the  late  Jesse  K.  Hines.  Mary 

I.  is  unmarried.  William  W.,  after  completing 
his  literary  education  in  Washington  College, 
entered  the  naval  academy,  where  he  remained 
for  nearly  three  years,  and  then  matriculated 
in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1892, 
and  for  a time  was  in  partnership  with  M.  D. 
Smith.  Since  1895  he  has  had  an  office  of  his 
own,  and  is  transacting  business  alone.  Samuel 
is  now  a resident  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  Sarah  E. 
and  Isabel  S.  are  at  home.  Henry  C.  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family. 


LEXANDER  HARRIS,  deceased,  was  the 
owner  of  large  estates  in  Kent  County,  and 
had  a varied  and  remarkable  career,  well 
worth  the  consideration  of  any  one  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  life  history  of  a successful  man, 
whether  he  was  personally  a friend  or  not.  His 
native  ability  and  strength  of  character  carried 
him  through  many  an  ordeal  and  responsibility 
that  would  have  made  the  spirit  of  most  men 
quail,  and,  through  it  all,  he  bore  himself  with 
manly  fortitude  that  commands  the  higest  respect. 

A son  of  Thomas  and  Henrietta  (Ringgold) 


Harris,  Alexander  was  born  at  Rock  Hall,  for- 
merly a noted  place  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  April 
7,  1819.  His  father  came  to  this  section  from 
Calvert  County,  Md.,  about  1800,  purchasing 
the  estates  called  Rock  Hall.  He  established  a 
line  of  packets  from  that  point  to  Baltimore,  then 
the  only  means  of  communication  across  Chesa- 
peake Bay  between  this  portion  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  and  the  western  part  of  the  state.  His 
wife  was  a daughter  of  Maj.  William  Ringgold 
and  Mary  (Wiliner)  Ringgold.  The  major  was 
one  of  the  committee  of  safety  and  correspond- 
ence during  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  went 
to  Annapolis,  Md.,  August  14,  1776,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  up  the  first  constitution  of 
this  state  and  this  was  carried  out  successfully. 

Alexander  Harris  went  south  early  in  life  and 
became  cashier  of  the  Brandon  (Miss.)  Bank,  re- 
maining there  until  the  financial  crisis  which 
wrecked  most  of  the  banking  institutions  of  that 
state.  Returning  to  his  native  county  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  for  a few  years,  and 
always  retained  his  genuine  love  for  the  peaceful 
life  of  an  agriculturist.  In  the  early  fifties, 
while  the  gold  fever  was  raging  in  California,  he 
with  others  crossed  the  plains  from  Missouri  to 
California  on  horseback  and  encountered  dan- 
gers and  privations  of  every  sort,  meeting  each 
emergency  with  a courage  and  quiet  determination 
to  overcome  it  that  took  him  through  many  a 
desperate  situation.  On  several  occasions  he 
crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In  1859  he  re- 
turned  to  Maryland  and  entered  the  service  of 
the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  Company  under 
John  W.  Garrett  and  was  given  a position  which, 
especially  during  the  war,  required  a high  order  of 
executive  ability  to  carry  out  the  details  pertaining 
thereto,  and  Mr.  Harris  was  considered  an  adept 
in  this  line.  In  1880  he  gave  up  that  position  to 
become  general  manager  and  secretary  of  the 
Baltimore  Dry  Dock  Company,  an  important 
enterprise  established  mainly  through  his  own 
untiring  efforts.  This  position  he  continued  to 
fill  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Baltimore, 
June  3,  1895.  He  was  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

November  28,  1843,  Mr.  Harris  married  Maria 
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Louisa  Spencer,  whose  parents  were  Richard  and 
Sophia  (Gresham)  Spencer.  The  father  was  a 
descendant  of  an  English  family,  who  came  to 
America  in  or  about  the  year  1693,  and  settled 
first  on  Miles  River,  in  Talbot  Comity, Md.  Maria 
L.  Harris  was  born  February  25,  1824,  at  the 
old  homestead,  Spencer  Hall,  in  Kent  County, 
Md.,  and  died  February  15,  1893,  loved  and 
revered  by  all  whose  privilege  it  is  to  know  her. 
Four  children  survive  her,  viz.:  Anna  Maria, 
who  married  Daniel  Chase  Chapman,  of  Balti- 
more, November  23,  1869;  Emma,  who,  June  3, 
1879,  became  the  wife  of  James  Latimer  Banning, 
now  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Henry  Geddes  and  James  Latimer;  Spencer, 
who  married,  October  8,  1879,  Mary  Rebecca 
Jones,  and  has  two  children,  Mary  Louisa  and 
Richard  Spencer;  and  Allan  Alexander,  who 
married,  January  25,  1893,  Harriet  Ringgold 

Beck,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Beck,  and  has  one 
child,  Allan  Beck. 


ALTER  BOOKER,  a reliable  business 
man  of  Hillsboro,  Caroline  County,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes  for  the  past  thirty-five  years,  or,  in 
fact,  ever  since  he  learned  the  trade  in  his  youth. 
It  was  in  the  year  1876  that  he  settled  perma- 
nently in  this  village,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  he  has  been  thoroughly  identified  with 
the  welfare  of  the  place.  He  is  always  to  be 
found  on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  and  advocates 
whatever  appears  to  him  to  be  for  the  lasting 
good  of  the  community  and  the  public  at  large. 

A son  of  Marcellus  and  Clementine  (Shepard) 
Booker,  both  natives  of  this  state,  Walter  Booker 
is  the  youngest  of  their  four  surviving  children, 
three  others  having  been  called  to  the  silent  land. 
His  three  brothers  are,  respectively,  Francis  M., 
Thomas  A.  and  John  H.  The  father  was  a hero 
of  the  Mexican  war  of  1848,  and  was  a wheel- 
wright by  trade,  but  the  last  two  years  of  his  life 
he  followed  farming,  providing  a good  livelihood 
for  his  family.  He  died  on  the  farm  near  Bridge- 


town, Caroline  County.  Our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, James  Booker,  made  his  home  near 
Bridgetown,  in  this  county.  He  became  quite 
well-to-do,  owned  a valuable  farm  and  cultivated 
the  same  until  advanced  in  age.  He  lived  to  be 
one  hundred  and  two  years  old. 

Walter  Booker  was  born  in  Bridgetown,  Md., 
April  26,  1846,  and  was  reared  there  until  the 
age  of  sixteen.  He  learned  the  practical  duties 
pertaining  to  farming  while  still  a lad,  and  con- 
cluding that  he  did  not  wish  to  follow  that  voca- 
tion, served  an  appenticeship  at  the  shoemaker’s 
trade.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  Richmond  Lodge 
No.  140,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a member  of  the 
Heptasophs,  of  Hillsborough.  In  politics  he  is 
in  favor  of  the  principles  set  forth  by  the  Prohibi- 
tion party. 

In  the  fall  of  1879  Mr.  Booker  married  Aman- 
da M.  Broadaway,  a native  of  Kent  County,  Del., 
and  a daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Ann  Broadaway, 
farmers  of  Kent  County.  Mrs.  Booker,  who  was 
a most  estimable  Christian  lady,  died  July  24, 
1895,  aged  fifty-one  years.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  have  been  valued  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  years,  and  have  en- 
joyed the  confidence  and  high  esteem  of  all  who 
have  known  them. 


HON.  GEORGE  H.  MOORE,  who  has 
served  for  seventeen  years  in  Caroline 
County  as  a judge  of  the  orphans’  court, 
and  who  was  postmaster  of  Greensboro  from  1888 
to  1892,  is  now  living  upon  his  valuable  home- 
stead in  the  second  district,  and  is  practically  re- 
tired from  the  busy  life  he  formerly  led  in  the 
mercantile  world.  He  is  a man  whose  record  as 
a public  servant  is  unusually  creditable,  for  he 
always  kept  his  own  personal  interests  in  the 
background,  and  strove  zealously  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  those  whom  he  represented.  It  was  in 
1853  that  he  was  appointed  to  fill  a vacancy  in 
the  orphans’  court,  and  two  years  later  he  was 
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regularly  elected  to  fill  the  same  position.  I11 
1859  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  register  of 
wills,  his  term  to  run  for  six  years,  but  a year 
before  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  tendered 
his  resignation  on  account  of  his  numerous  other 
enterprises,  which  then  demanded  his  whole  time. 
Later  in  life  he  was  again  urged  to  accept  the 
trustworthy  position  of  judge,  and  at  length  ac- 
ceded to  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  He  has  been 
a school  commissioner  and  has  acted  as  one  of  the 
county  auditing  committee  and  in  other  minor 
positions,  and  has  ever  given  universal  satisfac- 
tion. He  has  lent  his  earnest  support  to  the 
Democracy,  and  has  assisted  in  achieving  its  vic- 
tories. 

A son  of  Luther  and  Nancy  (Deshields)  Moore, 
our  subject  was  born  to  them  June  21,  1826,  in 
Delaware,  of  which  state  they  were  also  both 
natives.  Their  family  comprised  five  children, 
but  three  of  the  number  have  passed  to  the  home 
above,  and  only  George  and  Margaret  remain. 
Grandfather  Solomon  Moore  was  born  and  lived 
in  Delaware,  where  he  owned  a large  tract  of 
land.  Luther  Moore  was  also  a farmer,  and  died 
when  in  early  manhood,  his  son  George  being  but 
six  years  old  at  the  time  of  that  sad  event.  The 
lad  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in  the 
district  schools.  When  he  was  seventeen  he  left 
home,  and  coming  to  Greensboro  found  a posi- 
tion as  a clerk  in  a general  store  here.  He  soon 
mastered  the  foremost  principles  and  methods  of 
business,  and  in  1848  we  find  him  embarking  in 
a commercial  venture  of  his  own.  He  went  into 
partnership  with  William  C.  Satterfield,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Satterfield  & Moore,  and  car- 
ried on  a store  fitted  out  with  a general  line  of 
supplies.  As  the  years  passed  by,  Mr.  Moore  was 
prospered  and  in  time  became  well  off.  He  made 
judicious  investments  of  his  capital,  and  foryears 
has  dealt  more  or  less  in  real  estate. 

I11  1849  occurred  a very  important  event  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Moore,  for  then  it  was  that  he  married 
Miss  Anna  M.  Allen,  who  has  been-  a faithful 
helpmate  and  has  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  as 
only  a loving  wife  can  do.  She  is  a most  estimable 
lady,  and  is  a daughter  of  Capt.  John  Allen,  of 
Delaware.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore 


there  have  been  born  three  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased,  while  the  others  are  named,  respect- 
ively, John  A.  and  George  C.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HOMAS  B.  DURDING.  The  character  of 
the  men  who  are  engaged  in  business  in  any 
town  is  often  the  determining  point  of  that 
place’s  progressiveness  and  position  among  the 
neighboring  villages  and  the  surrounding  country. 
If  the  merchants  of  a town  are  noted  for  unfair- 
ness and  overreaching  methods,  it  redounds  to 
the  discredit  of  the  village,  and  her  development 
will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  retarded.  In  the 
person  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at 
the  beginning  of  this  paragraph  is  to  be  found 
one  who  is  interested  in  the  material  advance- 
ment of  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County,  and  who 
furthers  local  improvements  in  every  possible 
manner,  even  though  it  should  be  to  his  indi- 
vidual loss. 

Probably  one  reason  that  Mr.  Durding  is  more 
than  ordinarily  concerned  in  Rock  Hall’s  welfare 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  his  birthplace  was  here, 
and  here  it  was  he  passed  the  happy  days  of  his 
youth.  He  was  born  March  25,  1864,  being  a 
son  of  Benjamin  R.  Durding,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  his  history  being  given 
at  some  length.  Remaining  at  home  until  he 
had  mastered  the  elementary  branches  of  his 
education,  he  then  went  to  Baltimore,  and  there 
took  a course  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business 
College,  thus  laying  the  foundations  for  a suc- 
cessful commercial  life.  When  he  was  about 
seventeen  he  had  his  first  actual  experience  in  the 
business  world,  as  a clerk  in  a general  store  in 
Edesville,  a town  in  this  district.  I11  this  one 
place  he  stayed  eight  years,  which  speaks  well 
for  his  faithfulness,  and  that  he  must  have  been 
a very  satisfactory  employe.  In  1891  he  again 
went  to  Baltimore,  and  soon  obtained  a good 
place  with  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railway 
Company,  and  with  that  corporation  he  might 
have  remained  to  this  day  as  a trusted  clerk 
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had  he  not  been  more  ambitious  and  possessed 
of  that  natural  desire  of  having  an  independent 
business  of  his  own  that  comes  to  most  young 
men  who  are  not  of  the  plodding,  easily  satisfied 
sort.  A11  opportunity  presenting  itself,  he  in- 
vested his  capital  in  the  well-equipped  drug  store 
which  he  has  successfully  conducted  since  1893, 
when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  former 
owner.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  Chesapeake 
Lodge  No.  69,  also  a member  of  the  Junior  Order 
of  Mechanics  Council  No.  149  of  this  place.  In 
political  matters  his  preference  is  for  the  Dem- 
ocracy. 

In  1890  a marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
by  which  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Durding  and  Miss 
Annie  True  were  united.  She  is  a native  of  Kent 
County,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  G.  True,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Quaker’s  Neck.  The  young 
couple  have  one  child,  a promising  boy,  Benjamin 
True  by  name.  Mrs.  Durding  is  a very  pleasant 
and  interesting  lady,  and  in  company  with  her 
husband  has  hosts  of  warm  friends  here.  They 
move  in  the  best  social  circles,  and  are  of  that 
genial,  hospitable  kind,  whose  great  delight  it  is 
to  entertain  their  many  friends  in  their  tasteful, 
pretty  home. 


™NOCH  GEORGE  CLARK,  M.  D.  Dur- 
C)  ing  the  years  in  which  Dr.  Clark  engaged 
_ in  active  professional  practice  in  Millington, 
he  built  up  a valuable  patronage  in  this  section 
of  Kent  County.  However,  after  years  of  over- 
work in  attending  to  the  many  calls  made  upon 
his  time,  his  health  became  impaired,  and  he  on 
that  account  retired  from  the  practice,  removing 
to  a farm  near  the  village.  In  1893,  with 
strength  restored,  he  returned  to  this  place,  but 
has  not  resumed  his  practice,  except  that  he  at- 
tends some  of  his  personal  friends  and  the  old 
families  who,  attached  to  him  by  long  acquaint- 
ance, are  loth  to  exchange  his  services  for  those 
of  another  physician. 


I11  Kent  County,  Del.,  Dr.  Clark  was  born 
February  24,  1844.  His  father,  James  E.  B. 
Clark,  was  a native  of  Delaware,  probably  born 
in  Kent  County,  and  was  reared  upon  a farm. 
His  active  life  was  devoted  to  agriculture,  in 
following  which  he  gained  a fair  competency. 
In  political  views  he  was  a Republican,  and  in 
religion  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  an  influential 
worker  and  a class  leader.  His  success  was  due 
entirely  to  his  own  exertions,  for  he  had  no  as- 
sistance in  his  struggles  to  attain  success.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  three  farms, 
which  shows  that  he  was  a man  of  sagacity,  en- 
terprise and  perseverance.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  sixty-six  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  maidenhood 
Sarah  Moore.  She  was  born  in  Delaware  and 
died  in  Maryland  at  forty-four  years  of  age.  Like 
her  husband,  she  was  an  earnest  Christian  and  a 
devoted  member  of  the  church.  In  her  family 
there  were  eight  children.  Rachel,  the  eldest,  is 
the  widow  of  Dr.  Marion  Dawson,  of  Ohio;  John 
N.  died  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three;  Anna 
is  the  widow  of  Peter  Brooks,  who  was  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Sarah  C.  mar- 
ried Mordecai  Clark  and  died  when  forty  years  of 
age;  James  D.  is  a resident  farmer  of  Queen 
Anne  County;  David  S.  is  a farmer  and  well- 
known  politician  of  Kent  County,  Del.;  Enoch 
George  is -next  in  order  of  birth;  and  Ephraim 
died  at  twelve  years  of  age. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  local  schools  at  Burlington,  N.  J. , where  he 
was  a student  for  two  years.  Later  he  taught 
school  in  Delaware  for  two  years.  He  then  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in  March, 
1867,  after  two  years  of  diligent  application  to 
his  medical  studies.  Immediately  after  gradua- 
tion he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession for  a short  time.  However,  in  January 
of  the  next  year  he  returned  east,  believing  the 
prospects  to  be  as  good  here  as  in  the  further 
west.  He  settled  in  Millington,  where  he  carried 
on  a general  practice  until  January,  1881,  but  at 
that  time  ill  health  caused  him  to  retire  from  the 
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profession.  From  1881  until  1893  he  resided 
upon  a farm,  which  he  still  owns,  but  at  present 
rents  to  tenants. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Clark  united  him  with 
Mary  P.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Col.  Richard 
Johnson,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  the  sketch 
of  Anthony  Johnson.  The  three  children  born 
of  the  union  are  E.  Carroll,  E.  Gilbert  and  Agnes 
(twins).  There  were  also  two  children  that  died 
in  infancy.  As  a Democrat,  Dr.  Clark  has  been 
active  in  shaping  local  politics,  and  in  1894,  upon 
the  regular  party  ticket,  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature,  where  he  rendered  faithful  and 
satisfactory  service  in  behalf  of  his  constituents. 
In  1897  he  was  re-elected  to  the  state  legislature. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
while  he  is  not  identified  with  any  denomination. 
He  is  a public-spirited  citizen  and  takes  an  inter- 
est in  any  plan  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  town  and 
the  development  of  local  resources. 


NON.  GEORGE  MITCHELL  RUSSUM, 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Caroline 
County,  is  a member  of  an  old  and  influen- 
tial family  of  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Wye 
Mills,  Talbot  County,  Md.,  January  28,  1834,  to 
Sydenham  Thorne  and  Sarah  A.  (George)  Rus- 
sum.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  1790,  was  a 
native  of  Dorchester  County,  Md. , but  in  1827 
removed  from  there  to  Wye  Mills,  in  Talbot 
County,  where  he  became  a leading  physician. 
For  many  years  he  was  president  of  the  Talbot 
County  Medical  Society  and  was  occupying  that 
position  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  April,  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Russum  was  a daughter  of  Jo- 
seph W.  George,  member  of  a Quaker  family 
and  a large  land  owner  of  Queen  Anne  County. 
She  was  third  in  order  of  birth  of  a large  family. 
Her  older  brother,  Mathias,  who  was  the  owner 
of  large  estates,  became  a member  of  the  legis- 
lature and  afterwards  was  elected  to  the  state  sen- 
ate. A.  Whig  in  politics,  he  became  a Republi- 


can upon  the  organization  of  that  party.  Of  the 
large  family  of  Sydenham  T.  and  Sarah  A.  Rus- 
sum, only  two  attained  mature  years,  George  M. 
and  Robert  Polk,  the  last-named  a merchant  in 
Denton  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
he  left  home  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  but 
was  taken  sick  and  died  in  February,  1862. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
married  Ann,  daughter  of  William  Polk,  a plant- 
er and  large  landed  proprietor  of  Somerset 
County.  Her  uncle,  John  Polk,  was  the  grand- 
father of  James  K.  Polk,  president  of  the  United 
States.  The  son  of  Nathaniel  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Maj.  Mitchell  Russum,  gained 
his  title  by  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  he 
married  Elizabeth  Whittington,  of  Somerset 
County. 

When  a boy  the  subject  of  this  article  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Queen  Anne  and  Talbot  Coun- 
ties. In  1848  he  entered  Strasburg  Academy,  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  studied  for  four 
years  under  Rev.  David  McCarter,  but  did  not 
complete  his  collegiate  course  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  father.  On  returning  to  Maryland 
he  began  to  teach  school,  which  occupation  he 
followed  in  Talbot  County  for  one  and  one-half 
years,  meantime  assisting  his  mother  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  estate  and  also  carrying  on  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Cook  & Hopper,  of 
Centreville.  His  legal  readings  were  concluded 
in  the  law  school  of  Yale  College,  from  which  he 
in  1855  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Returning  to  Maryland,  he  again  entered  the 
office  of  Cook  & Hopper,  but  after  a short  time 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Den- 
ton, where  he  has  since  successfully  carried  it  on. 
He  was  in  the  custom  service  in  Baltimore  in 
1861-62,  and  in  September  of  the  latter  year  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  assessor  of 
internal  revenue  for  the  first  congressional  dis- 
trict, comprising  the  whole  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1865 
in  favor  of  Thomas  K.  Carroll,  M.  D.,  of  Dor- 
chester County.  In  1867  Chief-Justice  Chase 
appointed  him  register  in  bankruptcy,  which  of- 
fice he  held  until  the  repeal  of  the  law.  In  1871 
he  was  elected  state’s  attorney  for  Caroline 
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County,  being  the  first  Republican  elected  to  any 
office  east  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  1867.  He  held  the 
office  for  two  terms,  retiring  in  January,  1880. 
Two  years  afterward  he  was  a candidate  for  asso- 
ciate judge  for  the  second  judicial  circuit.  In 
1866,  1884,  1890  and  1892  he  was  a Republican 
candidate  for  congress  from  the  first  congressional 
district.  He  was  counsel  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  from  1886  until  his  appointment  as  chief 
judge  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  and  ex-officio 
associate  judge  of  court  of  appeals  of  Maryland, 
succeeding  Judge  Robinson,  deceased  January  21, 
1896,  and  was  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  sen- 
ate (Democratic)  without  reference  to  a com- 
mittee. 

Fraternally  Judge  Russum  is  a member  of  Tem- 
ple Lodge  No.  128,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Talbot 
Chapter  No.  22,  R.  A.  M.;  Chesapeake  Com- 
mandery  No.  10,  K.  T. ; Boumi  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Concordia  Chap- 
ter No.  5,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  and  socially 
is  identified  with  the  Maryland  Club  and  the 
Athenaeum  Club,  while  politically  he  is  connected 
with  the  Young  Men’s  Republican  Club,  all  of 
Baltimore.  He  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  and  since  1871  has  been  senior 
warden  of  Christ  Church,  Denton.  In  1855  he 
married  Mary  Virginia  George,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Enoch  and  Margaret  (Turpin)  George,  of  Queen 
Anne  County,  and  granddaughter  of  Bishop 
Enoch  George,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
She  died  June  28,  1858.  The  second  marriage 
of  Judge  Russum  united  him  with  Octavia  Orme 
George,  a sister  of  his  first  wife.  He  has  no 
children  living. 

Judge  Russum  is  a man  of  wide  experience,  a 
keen  observer  of  men  and  affairs,  with  a mind 
broadened  by  contact  with  the  world  and  a heart 
large  in  its  capacity  for  sympathy  with  others. 
His  early  opportunities  were  good,  and  he  had 
the  sagacity  to  avail  himself  of  them  to  the  ut- 
most, storing  his  mind  with  a fund  of  general 
information  that  has  since  proved  invaluable. 
Others,  whose  opportunities  were  as  good  as  his, 
failed  in  the  accomplishment  of  all  that  makes 
life  noblest  and  best,  but  he,  fortified  by  his  de- 


termination of  character,  advanced  step  by  step 
until  he  had  gained  a reasonable  share  of  worldly 
prosperity.  As  an  attorney  he  has  attained  an 
enviable  position,  while  his  course  through  life 
has  been  such  as  to  win  for  him  the  esteem  of 
every  acquaintance. 


ESSE  H.  USILTON  is  numbered  among 
the  progressive  young  farmers  and  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Kent  Count}?,  his  fine 
homestead  being  located  in  the  sixth  district.  He 
comes  from  one  of  the  old  respected  families  of 
this  county,  whose  history  has  been  intertwined 
with  that  of  the  development  and  march  of  events 
of  this  region.  In  all  public  enterprises  and 
efforts  to  better  the  community,  they  have  ever 
done  their  share,  and  thus  have  been  factors  in 
our  advancing  prosperity  and  civilization.  None 
are  more  worthy  of  being  represented  in  a work 
of  this  kind  than  they  are,  and  this  volume  will 
hand  down  to  future  generations  the  story  of  their 
unselfish  lives. 

Our  subject  is  the  great-grandson  of  one  Joseph 
Usilton,  who  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and  located 
in  Kent  County  upon  a farm  at  a remote  period. 
His  son  Joseph  is  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
and  after  him  came  his  son  Lewin,  father  of  Jesse 
H.  of  this  sketch.  They  were  all  agriculturists 
and  were  very  successful  in  their  various  business 
undertakings.  Lewin  was  honored  by  being 
elected  to  the  house  of  representatives  twice,  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  also  county  com- 
missioner. He  married  Harriet  M.  Smyth,  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  Richard  Smyth,  and  eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them.  Two  of  the  number  are 
deceased,  and  the  others  are  : Joseph  R.,  Jesse 
H.,  Lewin  J.,  Mrs.  C.  V.  Skirven,  Mrs.  Harry  C. 
Willis  and  Mary  S.  The  father  departed  this 
life  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  years,  dying  in  1894, 
when  in  her  sixty-sixth  year. 

Jesse  H.  Usilton  was  born  near  his  present 
home  October  5,  1862,  and  has  resided  all  his  life 
in  this  county.  He  was  reared  upon  the  old 
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homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  later  going  to  Washington  College.  He 
was  a student  there  when  his  father  died,  and  left 
college  to  attend  to  things  on  the  farm.  He  took 
entire  charge  of  the  place,  and  in  1882  bought 
the  old  Smyth  farm,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
carries  on  general  farming,  and  raises  consider- 
able stock  and  fruit.  His  place  contains  some  two 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  improved  land,  with  a 
comfortable  dwelling  upon  it  and  good  buildings. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and  belongs 
to  the  grange,  and  in  both  organizations  has  held 
offices.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  1896  Mr.  Usilton  concluded  that  he  would 
no  longer  live  a bachelor's  life,  and  was  accord- 
ingly wedded  to  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Miss 
Annie  Willis,  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  Willis,  of 
the  third  district.  She  is  well  educated  and 
possesses  many  amiable  qualities  which  endear 
her  to  all  with  whom  her  lot  is  cast.  She  attends 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  and  is  interested 
in  charitable  and  religious  work. 


Henry  clay  hendrickson  has  re- 
sided in  Millington,  Kent  County,  since 
1884,  and  is  practically  living  retired, 
though  he  gives  some  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  landed  estate.  He  owns  a part  inter- 
est in  the  old  family  homestead  and  is  also  the 
owner  of  a farm  comprising  about  sixty-seven 
acres,  situated  in  the  first  district  of  Queen  Anne 
County.  Prospered  in  his  undertakings,  he  has 
become  well-to-do,  and,  though  now  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  he  can  relax  his  energies  and  enjoy 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  undisturbed  by  heavy 
business  cares. 

The  Hendrickson  family  is  of  remote  German 
extraction,  but  has  had  representatives  in  this 
country  since  an  early  period  in  its  history.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Augustine 
Hendrickson,  was  a native  of  Maryland,  born 
probably  in  Cecil  County.  His  son,  Peregrine, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county  of  Cecil, 
and  when  a young  man  engaged  in  the  printing 


business,  but  afterwards  carried  on  a general 
store  at  Warwick.  In  later  years  he  resided 
upon  a farm  in  Cecil  County.  The  last  five  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  retirement  at  Middletown, 
Del.,  where  he  died  at  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  connected  with  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  for  seventeen  years  held  the  office  of 
magistrate. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Peregrine  Hendrick- 
son, Jr.,  was  born  in  Cecil  County  in  1820  and 
spent  his  early  years  upon  a farm  near  Warwick. 
For  his  life  work  he  chose  farm  pursuits,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  judgment  and  industry  he  ac- 
quired the  ownership  of  a large  farm  and  some 
slaves.  For  four  years  he  resided  upon  a farm 
in  Delaware,  but  went  back  to  Cecil  County, 
where  he  remained  upon  a rented  farm  for  some 
years.  In  1875  he  came  to  Kent  County  and 
purchased  a tract  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
near  Millington,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  July  18,  1880.  In  1851  he  had 
purchased  three  hundred  and  seventy  acres  near 
Chestertown.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  an  Episcopalian  and 
for  thirty  years  officiated  as  a vestryman  in  his 
church.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaret  Hill,  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Hill. 
She  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  and  now, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  resides  in  Millington,  where 
she  has  many  warm  friends.  Her  religious  faith 
is  the  same  as  was  her  husband’s.  Her  five  sons 
are  all  living:  Victor,  a farmer  of  the  seventh 
district,  Kent  County;  Augustine,  a farmer  in 
the  first  district  of  Kent  County;  Joseph  E.,  a 
commission  merchant  of  Philadelphia;  John  P., 
who  is  also  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  and  Henry 
Clay. 

During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Cecil 
County  our  subject  was  born  July  20,  1853.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Middle- 
town  Academy  and,  having  added  to  his  knowl- 
edge by  observation  and  reading  of  current 
literature,  he  is  a well-informed  man.  He  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Kent  County  in  1875  and 
upon  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1880,  he  and  his 
brother,  Augustine,  purchased  the  homestead, 
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where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1884.  Since 
that  time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Millington. 
A Democrat  in  politics,  he  is,  however,  not  active 
in  the  part}7.  In  religious  belief  he  adheres  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


NTHONY  H.  JOHNSON.  Numbered 
among  the  successful  farmers  of  the  first 
district,  Kent  County,  is  he  of  whom  this 
article  is  penned.  Ranking  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  many  friends  and  associates,  as  he 
does,  and  noted  for  his  correct  business  methods 
and  uprightness  of  character,  we  are  glad  to  make 
room  for  his  history  among  those  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Some  sixteen 
years  ago  he  settled  upon  his  present  homestead 
and  has  since  added  materially  to  its  value  and 
general  attractiveness.  He  is  practical  and  pro- 
gressive, and  is  doing  well  from  a financial  stand- 
point. 

Col.  Richard  C.  Johnson,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Smyrna,  Del.,  and  was 
there  reared  upon  a farm  until  his  twelfth  or  thir- 
teenth year.  His  father  dying  about  that  time, 
the  boy  began  clerking  in  a store,  and  was  thus 
employed  until  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority. 
He  was  industrious  and  saved  considerable  money 
during  this  period,  and  now  concluded  to  invest 
it  in  a business  of  his  own.  Going  to  Mississippi, 
he  started  upon  a commercial  career,  but  the  con- 
ditions of  trade  there  were  so  different,  payments 
so  uncertain,  and  there  was  such  a lack  of  enter- 
prise that  he  ultimately  failed  in  his  venture, 
though  he  made  a brave  struggle  for  eight  years. 
Returning  to  Kent  County  somewhat  discour- 
aged, as  he  could  not  be  blamed  for  feeling,  he 
settled  upon  a part  of  his  father’s  old  estate, 
which  had  fallen  to  him  by  inheritance.  The 
place  was  located  near  Massey,  and,  engaged  in 
quiet  country  pursuits,  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life  happily,  dying  in  his  seventy-eighth  year. 
Prior  to  his  marriage  he  was  a Protestant,  but 
as  his  wife  was  a devoted  Catholic  her  influence 
induced  him  to  join  her  church.  He  was  a Dem- 


ocrat in  politics.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a Miss 
Agnes  R.  Malsberger,  from  an  old  Pennsylvania 
German  family  who  settled  in  this  county  many 
years  ago.  She  was  summoned  to  the  home  be- 
yond when  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  and  left  two 
sons  and  two  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss.  Mary 
P.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  G.  Clark,  of  Millington, 
Md.;  Catherine  M.  is  unmarried.  Anthony  H. 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Stonewall  Jackson 
is  a farmer  of  this  district. 

A.  H.  Johnson  was  born  upon  his  father’s  farm 
in  the  first  district  of  Kent  County,  September  4, 
1856.  His  elementary  education  was  supple- 
mented by  a course  of  study  in  Rock  Hill  College, 
at  Ellicott  City,  near  Baltimore.  When  he  was 
approaching  his  twentieth  year  he  rented  his 
parents’  old  farm  and  cultivated  it  four  years  or 
so.  In  18.81  he  moved  to  the  fine  place  which  he 
now  owns  and  carries  on,  and  which  comprises 
two  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres.  He  follows 
his  father’s  footsteps  in  matters  of  political  mo- 
ment, being  a Democrat. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Laura  B. 
Wootters,  a native  of  Richmond,  Va.,  took  place 
on  May  30,  1882.  They  have  a nice  family  of 
three  promising  children,  all  at  home  and  named 
respectively:  Richard  Bradford,  Mary  Frances 

and  Herman  Clayton.  They  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  as  were  their  parents  before 
them. 


WALTER  SKIRVEN.  About  two  miles 
from  Chestertown,  in  the  fourth  district  of 
Kent  County,  lies  a fertile  and  highly  im- 
proved farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres,  containing  all  the  accessories  of  a model 
farm.  The  land  is  devoted  to  general  farming 
and  fruit  raising,  and  under  the  thrifty  manage- 
ment of  the  owner,  Mr.  Skirven,  is  made  to  pro- 
duce bountiful  harvests.  In  addition  to  the  rais- 
ing of  cereals  and  fruit,  he  gives  some  attention 
to  the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle  and  sheep, 
and  as  a stock  dealer  has  been  quite  successful  in 
his  undertakings. 

Mention  of  the  Skirven  family  is  made  in  the 
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sketch  of  Thomas  W.  Skirven,  upon  another 
page.  J.  Walter  was  born  in  Kent  County  Sep- 
tember 25,  1849.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
in  boyhood  and  remained  at  home  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  rented  from  his  father  a 
tract  of  land  and  at  once  began  its  cultivation. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  he  inherited  an  interest 
in  the  homestead,  and  there  he  remained,  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation,  until  January,  1895, 
when  he  sold  the  place  and  removed  to  his  new 
purchase  not  far  away. 

June  20,  1872,  Mr.  Skirven  married  Virginia 
Usilton,  of  Kent  County,  and  two  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  Ada  and  Lewin,  both  at 
home.  While  he  has  never  been  active  in  public 
affairs,  Mr.  Skirven  nevertheless  has  firm  con- 
victions upon  important  questions,  and  is  loyal  in 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party.  For  two 
years  he  served  as  trustee  of  the  poor  farm,  but 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned  the  position. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  contributes  to  the  various  enter- 
prises projected  by  that  denomination.  His  time 
has  been  given  quite  closely  to  the  supervision  of 
his  property,  and  it  is  due  to  this  close  attention, 
combined  with  judicious  management,  that  he 
has  been  enabled  to  secure  the  substantial  pros- 
perity he  now  enjoys. 

— ? < •<  - — 

NON.  HENRY  R.  LEWIS,  one  of  the  most 
influential  attorneys  of  Denton  and  for  two 
terms  the  representative  of  his  district  in 
the  house  of  delegates,  was  born  near  Vernon,  in 
the  lower  part  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  December 
15,  1850,  and  is  of  English  aneestory.  The  fam- 
ily of  which  he  is  a member  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  the  history  of  Delaware.  His  grand- 
father, Hon.  Stephen  Lewis,  was  born  in  that 
state,  and  for  several  terms  was  a member  of  its 
legislature. 

Jacob  F.  Lewis,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Kent  County,  Del.,  in  October,  1806,  and  de- 
voted his  entire  active  life  to  farm  pursuits.  He 
took  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  for  fourteen 


years  held  office  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  took 
a warm  interest.  At  his  old  home  place  he  passed 
away  January  14,  1879.  His  wife,  Rachel,  was 
born  in  Delaware,  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Evan  Lewis,  a farmer.  These  two 
Lewis  families  were  not  related  to  each  other. 
Mrs.  Rachel  Lewis  was  born  in  1806  and  died 
December  28,  1878,  very  shortly  before  the  demise 
of  her  husband,  between  whose  age  and  her  own 
there  was  but  three  days’  difference. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Farming- 
ton  Academy,  Henry  R.  Lewis  afterward  taught 
school,  and  while  following  that  occupation  he 
devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  law, 
under  the  preceptorship  of  John  B.  Pennington, 
of  Dover,  the  attorney-general  of  Delaware.  In 
1882  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Dover,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Denton,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  a general  professional  practice. 
In  1887  he  was  elected  state’s  attorney  of  Caro- 
line County,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
received  the  renomination,  but  failed  of  election. 
In  the  fall  of  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  his  service  was  so  efficient  and  satis- 
factory that  he  was  again  chosen  to  occupy  this 
position  in  1895.  He  was  a member  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  in  the  session  of  1894,  was  chair- 
man of  the  committees  on  public  buildings  and 
library,  and  member  of  the  committee  on  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tributaries.  In  the  ses- 
sion of  1896  he  was  a member  of  the  judiciary 
committee  and  the  committee  on  ways  and  means 
and  received  the  Democratic  vote  for  speaker  of 
the  house.  He  was  present  at  the  national 
Democratic  convention  of  1896  held  in  Chicago 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  exciting  campaign 
of  that  year.  At  the  congressional  convention 
when  Hon.  Robert  Brattan  was  nominated  for 
congress,  he  was  also  a candidate  and  received 
fifteen  of  the  votes  cast.  His  public  service  has 
been  of  an  honorable  and  efficient  character  and 
justifies  the  belief  that  higher  honors  will  be  in 
the  future  bestowed  upon  him. 

In  1883  Mr.  Lewis  married  Miss  Martha  J. 
Voss,  daughter  of  James  Voss,  a farmer  of  Kent 
County,  Del.  They  have  one  child,  Anna  May. 
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The  family  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Lewis  has  been 
trustee  and  steward,  also  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  for  ten  consecutive  years.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  identified  with  the  Heptasophs  and 
the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics. 


ILLIAM  R.  KAY.  Kent  County  rejoices 
in  the  possession  of  a large  number  of  am- 
bitious, enterprising  young  farmers,  and 
looks  to  them  as  the  leaders  of  her  advancement 
and  hopeful  future.  Prominent  in  this  band  of 
bright,  energetic  agriculturists  stands  he  of  whom 
we  write.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  Plum  Point  farm, 
which  he  purchased  in  1893,  and  has  since  culti- 
vated. This  beautifully  situated  homestead  con- 
tains two  hundred  acres,  most  of  which  is  devoted 
to  orchards  and  grain.  It  is  well  improved  with 
substantial  buildings,  and  the  pretty  home  upon 
it  is  the  chief  attraction.  It  is  located  in  one  of 
the  best  and  most  valuable  parts  of  the  third 
district. 

Unlike  the  majority  of  our  local  farmers,  Mr. 
Kay  is  not  a native  of  this  section  or  state,  but  was 
induced  to  settle  here  on  account  of  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  the  picturesque  beauty  of  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  and  the  cordial,  hearty  welcome 
which  was  accorded  him  upon  his  first  visit  here. 
He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  decision 
in  regard  to  permanently  locating  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, and  is  making  a financial  success  of  the 
enterprise.  He  favors  the  platform  and  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  in  no  sense  of 
the  term  a politician,  as  he  finds  his  whole  atten- 
tion taken  up  with  his  personal  affairs.  By  this, 
it  is  not  meant,  however,  that  he  does  not  do  his 
duty  as  a citizen  and  a patriot,  for  he  is  deeply 
concerned  in  whatever  affects  the  general  welfare. 

A son  of  Samuel  W.  Kay,  our  subject  wras 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1871,  and  is  now  an 
only  child,  as  his  brother,  Clarence  M.,  is  de- 
ceased. The  family  is  of  English  extraction. 
Samuel  W.  was  a son  of  J.  Hutchinson  Kay,  who 
was  a successful  hardware  merchant,  and  was 


once  clerk  to  the  mayor  of  Philadelphia.  S.  W. 
Kay  was  for  years  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity 
and  uprightness  in  all  his  transactions.  He  died 
in  1891,  and  his  memory  is  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  a host  of  his  warm  friends.  His  widow 
is  still  a resident  of  the  Quaker  City,  and  was, 
before  her  marriage,  a Miss  Mary  Webster. 

The  first  twenty-one  years  in  the  life  of  Will- 
iam R.  Kay  were  passed  in  the  city  of  his  birth. 
There  he  received  the  benefits  of  a fine  education, 
mostly  obtained  at  Rugby  Academy,  where  he 
completed  a course  of  instruction  in  the  higher 
branches  of  learning,  and  graduated  at  nineteen. 
He  is  a young  man  of  natural  ability,  and  would 
certainly  be  well  qualified  to  prosper  in  almost 
any  position  in  life  in  which  he  might  find  him- 
self. He  is  not  easily  overcome  by  failure,  but 
has  that  persistence  and  will-power  that  ultimately 
bring  victory.  In  1894  he  married  Eunice  L. 
Gemmill,  who  is  a daughter  of  an  old  and  very 
much  honored  family  in  this  county.  The  young 
couple  have  one  bright  little  son,  named  in  honor 
of  his  grandfather,  Samuel  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kay  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  valued  workers  in  many  departments  of 
earnest  religious  and  charitable  endeavor. 


“ DWARD  E.  WOODALL.  Truly  has  it  been 
said  that  “ the  farmers  are  the  bone  and 
__  sinew  of  the  country,”  and  that  no  state 
can  long  flourish  when  the  farms  are  deserted 
and  the  land  untilled.  Time  and  again  has  his- 
tory repeated  itself,  and  we  find,  that  when  agri- 
culture declined  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  end 
of  that  country’s  importance  in  the  onward  march 
of  progress,  and,  perhaps,  the  cause  of  the  fall 
of  the  kingdom.  America  is  fortunate  in  her 
vast  army  of  industrious  farmers,  and  owes  to 
them,  much  more  than  to  any  other  class,  her  posi- 
tion of  pre-eminence  among  the  nations.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  an  earnest  lover 
of  the  peaceful  avocation,  and  is  a practical,  en- 
ergetic farmer.  His  homestead  is  situated  in  the 
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first  district  of  Kent  County,  the  identical  place 
formerly  the  property  of  his  respected  father. 

Born  April  20,  1857,  Edward  E.  is  a son  of 
Capt.  Edward  B.  Woodall  and  wife,  the  latter  of 
whom  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Mals- 
berger.  The  captain  was  a native  of  George- 
town, Md.,  and  was  master  of  various  sailing 
vessels,  some  of  which  were  owned  by  his  brother, 
Capt.  Andrew  Woodall,  whose  sketch  is  printed 
in  another  part  of  this  work.  After  a few  years 
on  the  high  seas,  Capt.  Edward  settled  upon  a 
fine  farm,  the  one  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
and  here  quietly  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
when  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  in  religion  was  a Catholic.  In  his  own 
community  he  was  held  in  great  respect,  for  he 
was  a man  of  sterling  character  and  recognized 
ability.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  passed  to  her  reward  July  31,  1867,  when 
but  forty-one  years  of  age,  and  left  nine  children 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  a mother’s  care  and  love. 
They  are  all  still  living  and  are  as  follows:  Jo- 

seph, Fannie,  Edward,  Elizabeth,  Lillian,  Augus- 
tus, Louisa,  Howard  and  Adele. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  such  as  is 
common  to  children  who  live  upon  farms,  his 
time  being  divided  in  work  and  play,  and  a share 
of  it  given  to  the  acquisition  of  learning  in  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  resided  with 
his  parents  until  death  claimed  first  one  and  then 
the  other.  Then  the  old  homestead  was  sold  for 
division  of  the  proceeds  among  the  heirs,  and 
since  that  event  Edward  Woodall  has  rented  the 
place  and  carried  it  on  successfully.  He  had 
been  well  trained  in  every  department  of  work 
pertaining  to  the  place,  and  is  competent  to  deal 
with  all  difficulties  as  they  present  themselves. 
The  farm  is  a valuable  one,  comprising  four  hun- 
dred acres,  most  of  this  being  under  fine  cultiva- 
tion, and  usually  planted  with  cereals,  chiefly 
corn  and  wheat.  A ready  market  exists  near  at 
hand  in  the  numerous  great  cities  of  the  coast, 
and  the  skillful  agriculturist  here  is  better  off 
than  the  farmer  of  the  western  prairie  states, 
whose  profits  must  be  shared  with  the  great  rail- 
roads and  transportation  companies. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Woodall  and  Araminta 
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Lynch,  of  Galena,  was  celebrated  in  1885.  A 
son  and  two  daughters  constitute  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple,  their  names  being  respect- 
ively, Edward  E.,  Jr.,  Mary  E.  and  Agnes  L. 
They  are  regular  attendants  at  the  services  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Woodall  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Democracy,  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  political  honors  as  yet. 


GEORGE  E.  LEARY.  It  is  no  idle  boast 
that  a man  makes  when  he  affirms  that  he  is 
what  is  commonly  termed  self-made,  for  this 
fact  is  one  to  be  proud  of,  and  means  infinitely 
more  than  the  mere  accident  of  noble  birth  or 
inherited  wealth.  In  America  it  means  that  a 
man  has  risen  to  a place  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence in  a community,  by  the  sheer  force  of  will, 
and  other  strong  and  admirable  qualities,  in  the 
face  of  unfavorable  circumstances.  A man  who 
starts  out  to  fight  life’s  battles  without  money, 
friends  or  position,  and  has  won  all  these  and 
more,  deserves  and  commands  the  respect  and 
praise  of  all.  In  the  case  of  our  subject  is  found 
one  who  has  accomplished  just  such  things  and 
has  had  developed  in  him  great  strength  and 
force  of  character  in  the  process. 

A native  of  Galena,  Kent  County,  Mr.  Leary 
was  born  September  26,  1837,  being  a son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Sims)  Leary,  and  brother  of 
Capt.  Columbus  Leary,  whose  sketch,  together 
with  the  family  history,  is  printed  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Our  subject  was  ever  a very  indus- 
trious person,  and  while  yet  merely  a boy  assist- 
ed his  father  very  materially  in  the  management 
of  the  old  farm.  He  did  not  have  great  advant- 
ages in  an  educational  way,  but  made  the  best  of 
his  privileges.  When  he  was  only  twelve  he 
commenced  an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  and  was  thus  employed  several  years,  in 
the  meantime  remaining  under  the  parental  roof. 
When  in  his  eighteenth  year  he  went  to  Minne- 
sota and  the  northwest  with  a little  colony  of  per- 
haps twenty  men,  who  represented  various  trades 
and  useful  occupations.  The  project  was  a very 
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ambitious  one,  originated  by  Senators  Pettit, 
Cornell  and  others,  and  had,  as  its  partial  object, 
the  laying  out  of  new  towns  along  the  recently 
completed  railways  and  the  settlement  of  the 
same  by  people  desirous  of  acquiring  a homestead. 
The  band  of  mechanics  and  tradesmen  worked 
diligently  in  the  furtherance  of  this  scheme  with 
fourteen  yoke  of  oxen.  They  stayed  only  a short 
time  in  a place,  then  removing  to  another  site. 
Among  the  towns  which  they  laid  out  is  Belmont, 
and  the  time  which  they  spent  at  this  business 
comprised  the  years  between  1857  and  1861.  In 
the  fall  of  the  year  last  mentioned  Mr.  Leary  re- 
turned home  and  turned  his  attention  to  different 
lines  of  business  until  1870. 

In  that  year  our  subject  built  the  fine  saw-mill 
at  Rock  Hall  which  he  has  since  owned  and  oper- 
ated successfully.  He  owns  a good  wharf  also  on 
the  river  side,  and  his  mill  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  county  and  is  in  constant  opera- 
tion. The  proprietor  buys  the  logs  which  he 
manufactures  into  lumber,  mostly  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  business  in  all  its  details  and  is  making 
a comfortable  income.  In  national  elections  he 
always  uses  his  franchise  on  behalf  of  the  candi- 
dates of  the  Democratic  party. 

In  1862  was  celebrated  a marriage  in  Kent 
County,  the  contracting  parties  being  Mr.  Leary 
and  Mary  White,  of  Salem,  N.  J.  They  have  but 
one  child,  a son,  Elmer  E.,  who  is  an  energetic 
young  man,  now  in  partnership  with  his  father  in 
the  milling  business.  The  family  hold  an  envi- 
able position  here  in  society  and  enjoy  the  friend- 
ship of  all  our  best  citizens. 


OBERT  W.  ADAMS  represents  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  Adams  family  that  has 
resided  on  the  farm  known  as  Maple  Grove, 
and  situated  in  Dublin  district,  Somerset  County. 
The  first  of  the  name  to  settle  here  was  Philip 
Adams,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  built  a log  cabin  on  the  site  of  the 
present  family  residence,  taking  possession  of  the 


surrounding  land  under  terms  of  a grant  from  the 
English  government.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  succeeded  in  the  ownership  of  the  prop- 
erty by  his  only  son,  Thomas,  who  spent  his 
entire  life  here  engaged  in  farm  pursuits,  dying 
when  about  sevent3r-one  years  of  age. 

The  only  son  of  Thomas  was  Morris  H.  Adams, 
who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1 804  and 
remained  a resident  of  the  same  place  throughout 
his  entire  life,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
1865-66,  spent  in  Princess  Anne.  At  the  time  of 
the  emancipation  proclamation  he  was  the  owner 
of  twenty-six  slaves,  representing  thousands  of 
dollars.  He  also  owned  valuable  real  estate, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  of  the 
county.  In  common  with  other  slave  owners, 
however,  he  suffered  severely  from  the  war  and 
its  effects  in  the  loss  of  slaves  and  depreciation  of 
property.  A Democrat  in  political  faith,  he  was 
active  in  the  party.  He  served  for  one  term  as 
county  commissioner  and  for  many  years  was 
judge  of  elections.  During  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life  he  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  in  the  latter  part  he  was  a 
Presbyterian.  He  died  in  1874,  being  in  his  sev- 
enty-second year. 

By  the  marriage  of  Morris  H.  Adams  and 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  John  Williams,  of  Delaware, 
there  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Joseph- 
ine, wife  of  J.  D.  A.  Robinson,  of  Pocomoke 
City;  Milton  Leroy,  who  died  when  seven  years 
old;  Adeline,  who  married  William  Ruark,  of 
West  Point,  Va.;  Olivia,  wife  of  Dr.  I.  T.  Cost- 
on,  of  Pocomoke  City;  Laura,  who  married 
Thomas  H.  Tull,  both  now  dead;  Robert  W.;  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  R.  J.  Dryden,  of  Pocomoke 
City.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  when 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  It  is  a noteworthy 
fact  that  our  subject  represents  the  fourth  gener- 
ation in  which  there  has  been  an  only  son  to 
reach  maturity  and  who  has  occupied  continu- 
ously the  old  Adams  homestead. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  was 
born  in  1847,  and  educated  in  the  academy  at 
Princess  Anne,  the  subject  of  this  article  was 
fitted  for  the  responsibilities  of  life  when  it  fell  to 
him  to  assume  them.  After  the  death  of  his 
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father  he  took  charge  of  the  home  place,  where 
he  has  since  carried  on  truck  and  general  farming. 
In  1886  he  bought  an  interest  in  a steam  saw  and 
grist  mill,  situated  opposite  his  home,  and  this 
he  has  since  operated.  He  is  also  a member  of 
the  firm  of  M.  L.  Tull  & Co.,  oyster  planters  and 
packers  on  the  Annamessex  River,  and  owners 
of  large  and  valuable  oyster  planting  grounds. 

Interested  in  public  affairs  and  well  informed 
regarding  them,  Mr.  Adams  is  a Democrat  in 
belief  and  always  votes  as  he  believes.  In  1896 
he  was  the  general  assessor  for  Somerset  County, 
representing  the  Democratic  party.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  has  been  an  elder  in  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  whose  benevolences  receive  his  reg- 
ular support.  In  1881  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Rose,  daughter  of  J.  M.  Dry  den,  of 
Somerset  County.  Three  children  comprise 
their  family,  Eleanor  W.,  Morris  H.  and 
Mary  Louise. 


AMES  BORDLEY,  M.  D.,  of  Centreville,  is 
one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  is  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  honored 
families  of  the  state.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  residents  of  Yorkshire,  England,  who  were 
prosperous  at  an  early  period  and  afterward  were 
tossed  upon  the  streams  of  adversity  by  one  of 
those  waves  which  the  tide  of  time  deals  sooner 
or  later  to  most  of  the  families  of  the  earth. 
Several  of  its  members  were  ordained  clergymen 
and  men  of  learning,  one  of  them  becoming  a 
prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s. 

Thomas  Bordley,  from  whom  the  doctor  is  de- 
scended, was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1682,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  Stephen  Bord- 
ley, a prebendary,  and  a nephew  of  Rev.  William 
Bordley,  of  Westmoreland,  England.  In  1694, 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  Thomas  Bordley  came 
to  America.  His  father  had  previously  died, 
leaving  him  to  the  care  of  an  older  brother, 
Stephen  Bordley,  a clergyman  of  Kent  County, 
Md.,  who  was  in  rather  limited  circumstances. 
Thus  Thomas  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own 


resources.  Going  to  Annapolis,  by  his  own  en- 
ergies he  qualified  himself  for  the  practice  of  law 
and  soon  became  eminent  in  his  profession,  being 
recognized  as  the  most  prominent  lawyer  of  the 
state  at  that  time.  He  was  a member  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  and  for  eleven  years,  from  1715  to 
1726,  served  as#  attorney-general.  He  was  an 
active  supporter  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  and 
injured  both  his  health  and  his  estate  by  giving 
himself  up  to  his  patriotic  efforts.  His  first  wife, 
Rachel  Beard,  ofAnnapolis,  died  in  1722,  leaving 
four  children,  Stephen,  William,  Elizabeth  and 
John  W.  Later  he  married  Mrs.  Ariana  Frisby, 
nee  Vanderheyden,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
sons,  Thomas,  Matthias  and  John,  the  birth  of 
the  last-named  occurring  four  months  after  his 
father’s  death.  Mr.  Bordley  had  gone  to  London 
for  surgical  treatment,  which  was  unsuccessful, 
and  he  died  there  October  11,  1726. 

John  Bordley,  the  doctor’s  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  Annapolis,  February  11,  1727. 
When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  mother  married 
again  and  went  to  England,  leaving  him  in  the 
care  of  Colonel  Hynson,  of  Chestertown,  Md., 
whose  wife  was  his  maternal  aunt.  He  was  pro- 
vided with  a good  common-school  education,  and 
when  he  was  seventeen  his  brother,  Stephen, 
who  had  taken  a nine  years’  law  course  in  Eng- 
land, established  himself  in  practice  in  Annap- 
olis, and  invited  the  younger  brother  to  enter  his 
office  as  a student,  which  he  did,  carrying  on  a 
course  not  only  in  law,  but  also  in  general  litera- 
ture and  the  sciences.  He  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Chew,  who  inherited  considerable  property 
from  her  father,  Samuel  Chew,  of  Maryland.  A 
short  time  after  their  marriage  they  left  Annap- 
olis and  located  in  Joppa,  a small  town  on  the 
Gunpowder  River,  in  Harford  County,  Md.,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  which  lay  a large  tract  of  his 
patrimonial  estate. 

In  1753  John  Bordley  was  appointed  clerk  of 
Butler  County,  which  then  included  Harford 
County,  the  position  being  the  most  important 
and  lucrative  of  auy  of  the  clerkships  at  that 
time.  He  continued  to  hold  the  office  for  many 
years.  For  about  thirteen  years  he  resided  in  or 
near  Joppa,  and  in  connection  with  the  practice 
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of  law  lie  also  operated  his  farm.  He  was  em- 
ployed as  an  attorney'  in  Cecil,  Harford  and  Bal- 
timore Connties  until  1765,  when  he  removed  to 
the  city  of  Baltimore  and  opened  an  office.  The 
following  year  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
provincial  court.  In  1767  he  was  also  appointed 
judge  of  the  admiralty,  and  continued  to  hold 
that  position,  as  well  as  the  other,  until  the 
change  of  government  in  1776.  Being  a lover  of 
nature,  he  decided  to  take  possession  of  a beauti- 
ful estate  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  a 
portion  of  the  lovely  island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Wye  River,  left  him  by  his  wife’s  brother,  Phile- 
mon Lloy'd  Chew,  and  there  he  removed  with  his 
family  in  1770.  By  this  removal  he  exchanged 
forever  a public  for  a private  life,  it  being  his 
choice  to  do  so.  As  he  expressed  it,  he  felt  him- 
self in  a state  of  slavery'  to  the  British  ministry. 
Twice,  however,  he  was  subsequently  called  by 
the  general  voice  of  Maryland  to  take  part  in  her 
public  affairs,  once  as  a member  of  the  committee 
of  public  safety  formed  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment assembled  at  Annapolis  in  1774,  and  in 
1777  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
general  court  of  Maryland.  After  locating  on 
Wye  Island  he  devoted  much  time  to  writing 
patriotic  articles  for  publication,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  attention  was  given  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  fine  estate  of  sixteen  hundred  acres. 
He  was  a man  of  high  standing  in  society  and 
was  connected  either  by  birth  or  marriage  with 
many  of  the  most  prominent  families  of  the  state. 

John  Wesley  Bordley,  son  of  John  Bordleyand 
the  doctor’s  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land, and  was  one  of  a large  family  of  children. 
He  became  an  extensive  planter  and  slave  holder 
and  was  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  of  the  state, 
his  landed  possessions  being  situated  in  Queen 
Anne’s  and  Talbot  Counties.  He  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  lost  consid- 
erable money  by  going  security  for  his  brethren. 
His  friends  were  many  throughout  the  state  and 
he  was  greatly'  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Deborah 
Fisher,  also  possessed  a large  landed  estate. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Dr.  James  Bordley,  Sr., 
was  bgrn  in  1808.  He  was  a man  of  culture  and 


a writer  of  some  note,  contributing  many  articles 
to  various  medical  journals.  He  was  a graduate 
of  Washington  College  in  Chestertown,  and  pre- 
pared for  the  medical  profession  in  the  University 
of  Maryland,  which  granted  him  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  Opening  an  office  in  Centreville,  he  there 
successfully'  engaged  in  practice  until  1849,  when 
he  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  there  continued  to 
prosecute  his  profession.  From  1861  until  1869, 
however,  he  lived  upon  his  farm,  known  asBord- 
lington,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Centreville,  where  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  December, 
1871 . He  was  a life-long  member  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as 
warden  and  vestryman  both  in  Baltimore  and 
Centreville.  One  of  his  brothers,  Dr.  William 
Wesley'  Bordley,  was  also  a talented  physician, 
but  died  in  early  manhood. 

Dr.  James  Bordley,  Sr.,  married  Miss  Marcella 
Worthington  Mummey,  who  was  born  in  Balti- 
more and  died  in  1865.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Mummey,  a leading  merchant  of  Balti- 
more. The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Centreville  March  14,1846, 
and  was  taken  by  his  parents  in  1849  to  Balti- 
more, where  he  remained  until  1861.  He  then 
entered  St.  John’s  College,  Annapolis,  but  that 
institution  was  broken  up  by  the  war.  He  then 
began  the  study'  of  medicine  in  the  University  of 
Maryland  at  Baltimore,  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  that  institution  and  the  nestor  of  Ameri- 
can surgery.  After  his  graduation  in  1868  he 
opened  an  office  in  Centreville,  where  he  has 
since  successfully  engaged  in  practice.  He  was 
elected  the  second  president  of  the  Maryland 
State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  serving  in 
that  responsible  position  from  1893  until  his  res- 
ignation in  1896,  and  is  still  a member  of  the 
board.  He  was  also  president  of  the  County 
Medical  Society  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  during 
its  existence  and  has  ever  occupied  an  enviable 
position  in  professional  circles.  Other  interests 
have  also  claimed  his  attention,  and  he  has  for 
many  years  been  a director  of  the  Centreville 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  now  president, 
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having  been  elected  to  succeed  Gen.  William  Mc- 
Kenney,  deceased.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders. 

In  1868  Dr.  Bordley  married  Miss  Henrietta 
M.  Chamberlaine,  of  Cecil  County,  who  died 
within  a year.  In  1871  he  was  united  with  Miss 
Ella  F.,  a sister  of  Edwin  H.  and  John  B.  Brown, 
of  Centreville,  Md.  They  have  three  children: 
Madison  Brown,  who  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Maryland  and  is  now  a prominent  young 
attorney  of  Centreville;  Dr.  James,  Jr.,  who 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
same  institution  in  1896  and  was  then  appointed 
resident  physician  at  Bay  View  Hospital,  in  which 
position  he  served  one  year,  now7  being  assistant 
to  professor  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  at  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital;  and  Marcello  Worthington, 
who  is  still  attending  school. 

In  connection  with  his  other  numerous  business 
and  professional  duties,  Dr.  Bordley  superintends 
the  operation  of  his  farms  in  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty. He  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  energetic  business  men  as  well  as  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  various  civic  societies  and 
is  their  medical  examiner.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  long  held  membership  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  was  for  years  a 
vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s,  Centreville,  Md.  A 
genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  he  is  popular  with  all 
classes  of  people,  and  a stranger  in  his  presence 
soon  feels  perfectly  at  ease. 


ILLIAM  THOMAS.  Among  the  sturdy 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  Kent  County,  those 
who  have  not  only  wrested  a livelihood 
but  a comfortable  fortune  from  the  land  is  he  of 
whom  we  write.  He  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
this  region,  as  he  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
third  district.  For  the  past  thirty  years  he  has 
been  the  proprietor  and  manager  of  a valuable 
place  situated  in  the  fifth  district,  and  here  he 


raises  a full  line  of  the  crops  common  to  this 
locality,  including  many  fine  varieties  of  fruit.  He 
is  a practical  agriculturist,  understanding  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  calling,  and  is  a subscriber 
to  many  of  the  leading  farmers’  journals. 

As  the  name  implies,  to  those  familiar  with  the 
subject  of  surnames  the  Thomas  family  is  of 
Welsh  origin.  About  1680  one  William  Thomas 
left  his  home  in  Wales  to  found  a new  one  in 
Maryland.  Arriving  here  he  settled  upon  Qua- 
ker’s Neck,  and  his  descendants  still  live  in  this 
locality.  James  Thomas,  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  took  up  about  eight  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  this  county,  and  thereon  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life.  William,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  in  the  war  of  1776,  serving  for  a short 
time,  and  his  son  William  was  a hero  of  the  war 
of  1812,  being  a soldier  in  a company  stationed 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  for  the  protection  of  the 
homes  thereabouts.  He  was  a farmer,  and  owned 
twenty-five  slaves.  His  whole  life  was  spent  in 
this  locality,  and  was  a useful  and  busy  one.  He 
married  Eliza  Pierce,  who  came  from  a family 
that  was  even  older  than  his  own,  in  Maryland, 
and  the  records  of  which  are  preserved  back  to 
1600.  This  couple  had  twelve  children,  only  three 
of  whom  survive  to  this  day,  viz.:  Matilda,  wife 

of  Rev.  L-  Palmer,  of  Connecticut;  Sarah  E. 
Bacon,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  William.  The 
father  died  in  September,  1854,  aged  fifty-eight 
years. 

William  Thomas  was  born  April  9,  1833,  on 
the  home  farm,  and  from  his  earliest  years  has 
been  concerned  in  agriculture.  He  grew  to  youth 
under  the  training  of  a wise  father,  and  received 
better  advantages  in  the  matter  of  education  than 
most  of  his  boyhood  associates.  After  leaving  the 
common  schools  he  was  permitted  to  enter  Wash- 
ington College,  and  in  those  classic  halls  of  learn- 
ing he  pursued  the  higher  branches  of  study.  In 
1854,  having  imbibed  something  of  the  prevailing 
western  excitement,  he  set  forth  to  try  his  fortune 
also,  and  went  across  the  plains  to  California. 
The  possibilities  of  the  beautiful  middle  portion 
of  that  state  for  dairying  and  stock-raising  at- 
tracted his  attention,  and  led  him  to  engage  in 
the  business,  instead  of  seeking  a precarious  living 
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in  the  gold  mines.  However,  he  remained  there 
but  fifteen  months,  when  he  turned  his  face  east- 
ward again,  and  upon  reaching  Missouri  he  stayed 
there  for  several  months.  In  1857  we  find  him 
back  in  dear  old  Maryland,  never  to  leave  the 
scenes  of  his  youth  again.  He  took  charge  of  the 
old  homestead,  and  ten  3’ears  later  purchased  the 
place  known  as  the  Thomas  Millett  farm.  Here 
he  has  dwelt  in  quiet  and  content  ever  since,  and 
during  the  intervening  years  has  laid  up  a com- 
petence for  old  age.  The  farm  comprises  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  well  improved 
with  good  fences  and  buildings.  He  is  independ- 
ent in  the  matter  of  politics,  using  his  franchise 
as  he  considers  best  under  the  circumstances,  re- 
gardless of  party  lines. 

In  i860  Mr.  Thomas  married  Eleanora  S. 
Elmes,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
grew  to  womanhood  in  the  Keystone  State.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Lazel  and  Mary  E.  (Candler) 
Elmes,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Samuel  Candler, 
of  New  York.  Her  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Massachusetts.  Though  not  members  of  any 
church  organization,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
neighborhood  and  give  liberally  of  their  means  to 
its  support.  They  are  beloved  and  held  in  the 
highest  respect  by  a large  circle  of  life-long 
friends. 

— >— > *>H® ':0>:  •£*-££♦-  — < - 

HOMAS  J.  KEATING,  Jr.,  a practicing  at- 
torney of  Centreville,  was  born  in  this  place 
January  22,  1872,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
J.  Keating,  Sr.,  of  American  birth  and  Irish 
parentage.  He  had  four  brothers,  one  of  whom, 
Michael,  was  postmaster  of  Centreville  under 
President  Harrison  and  was  a prominent  Repub- 
lican of  the  place,  taking  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs  until  his  death,  in  1896.  Another  brother, 
B.  Palmer,  is  an  attorney  in  Centreville. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a child  of  five 
years  when  his  parents  removed  from  Smyrna, 
Del.,  to  Centreville,  Queen  Anne’s  County.  His 
higher  education  was  obtained  in  Princeton,  after 


which  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  During  the  war  he  published  a state’s 
rights  paper,  but  his  plant  was  burned  by  Union 
soldiers  in  1862.  In  1867  he  was  a member  of 
the  constitutional  convention.  For  three  terms 
of  two  years  each  he  held  the  important  office  of 
comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  Maryland  and  for 
sixteen  years  he  served  as  state’s  attorney.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  state 
central  committee.  At  this  writing  he  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  Democrat  in  Mary- 
land who  holds  a state  office,  he  having  been 
state  tax  commissioner  since  1894. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Sarah  F.  Webster,  was 
a sister  of  Colonel  Webster,  of  Harford  County, 
a member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  there. 
She  died  in  1880,  leaving  one  daughter  and  four 
sons,  namely:  Elizabeth;  Henry  Webster,  a 
graduate  of  Johns  Hopkins  University  and  now  a 
professor  in  the  schools  of  Duxbury,  Mass. ; 
Frank  Keating,  M.  D.,  a graduate  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and 
now  superintendent  of  the  asylum  for  feeble- 
minded children  at  O wings  Mills;  Thomas  J.,  Jr., 
and  Arthur  B.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools,  and  studied  law  in 
the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1893.  The  same  year  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  commenced  to  practice  in 
Centreville,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a valuable 
clientage.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  politics  adheres  to  the 
Democracy. 


HARLES  P.  GILPIN,  D.  D.  S.  A profes- 
sion which  owes  much  of  its  present  high 
standing  to  the  developments  of  modern 
times  is  that  of  dentistry.  Its  importance  can 
scarcely  be  overestimated.  Its  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  general  health  of  the  body  is  known 
to  few,  but  all  professional  men  are  cognizant  of 
the  fact.  In  modern  times  many  men  of  ability 
have  turned  their  attention  to  this  profession  and, 
choosing  it  as  their  life  work,  have  found  in  it  the 
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source  of  a lucrative  practice.  To  succeed  in  it, 
one  must  be  skillful,  patient  and  energetic,  with 
force  of  character  and  perfect  control  of  the  nerv- 
ous system.  These  qualities  almost  invariably 
bring  their  possessor  success. 

The  characteristics  of  Dr.  Gilpin  are  those 
which  would  naturally  bring  him  success  in  the 
dental  profession,  and  he  has  met  with  such  sub- 
stantial returns  that  he  may  rest  assured  he  made 
no  mistake  in  the  selection  of  a calling  in  life. 
Through  the  years  of  his  residence  in  Chestertown 
he  has  built  up  a large  and  valuable  patronage, 
and  has  gained  many  friends,  both  in  professional 
circles  and  in  society.  He  is  a native  of  Mary- 
land, born  in  Elkton,  September  3,  1856,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  in  this  state,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  period  in  which  he  attended  college  in 
Philadelphia.  On  completing  his  literary  studies 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  dentistry 
and  entered  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1876. 

Three  years  later,  in  1879,  Dr.  Gilpin  came  to 
Chestertown  and  opened  an  office,  where  he  has 
since  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  has  given  his  time  closely  to  professional  work 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  skill- 
ful dentists  of  his  town  and  county.  For  some 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors and  visitors  of  Washington  College,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  is  interested.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomina- 
tion. 


HON.  CHARLES  FITZ-HUGH  GOLDS- 
BOROUGH.  The  family  of  which  this 
gentleman  was  a member  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  Maryland,  and  its 
representatives,  in  various  generations,  have  been 
men  and  women  of  the  highest  honor  and  intelli- 
gence. The  high  reputation  gained  by  those  who 
preceded  him  did  not  lose  luster  in  the  life  and 
character  of  the  subject  of  this  review;  on  the 
contrary,  he  added  to  the  prestige  of  the  name 
long  honored  in  the  annals  of  the  state.  The 


many  positions  of  responsibility  to  which  he  was 
called  he  filled  in  a manner  indicative  of  his  high 
talents,  and  when  he  passed  away  it  was  felt  that 
Dorchester  County,  and  the  state  as  well,  had  lost 
one  of  its  most  eminent  statesmen. 

At  Shoal  Creek,  near  Cambridge,  Md.,  Charles 
Fitz-Hugh  Goldsborough  was  born  December 
26,  1830,  the  son  of  Hon.  Charles  Goldsborough, 
who  was  a member  of  congress  during  the  war  of 
18 12  and  was  governor  of  Maryland  in  1818-19. 
During  boyhood. he  was  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
Enoch  Bayley,  a private  tutor  in  the  family  of  his 
parents.  In  April,  1846,  he  entered  St.  John’s 
College,  Annapolis,  and  remained  there  until 
October,  1848,  when  he  began  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother-in-law,  Hon.  Daniel 
M.  Henry,  afterward  member  of  congress  from 
the  first  district.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
the  April  term  of  1852,  by  Judge  Ara  Spence,  at 
that  time  judge  of  the  circuit. 

June  22,  1852,  Mr.  Goldsborough  married  Char- 
lotte A.  P. , youngest  daughter  of  John  Campbell 
Henry,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Henry,  mem- 
ber of  the  continental  congress,  being  the  first 
United  States  senator  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland,  and  subsequently  governor  of  Mary- 
land. In  1855  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs 
for  state’s  attorney,  and  was  elected,  serving  four 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1859  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate,  of  which  body  he  was  a member 
during  its  sessions  in  Frederick  and  Annapolis, 
while  the  excitement  of  the  war  period  was  at  its 
height.  During  the  session  of  1862  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  federal  relations,  and 
also  a member  of  the  committee  on  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, education  and  printing.  In  i860  he 
was  an  elector  for  the  state  at  large  on  the  Bell 
and  Everett  ticket.  During  the  Civil  war  he  did 
all  in  his  power  to  preserve  Maryland  to  the 
Union,  but  he  was  conservative  in  his  views.  He 
was  a Whig  until  the  dissolution  of  the  party, 
and  in  1864  united  with  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  he  remained  a member  until  his  death. 
On  the  death  of  Judge  Sewart  (who  was  also  from 
Cambridge)  Governor  Carroll  appointed  him  to 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  first 
judicial  district,  and  he  was  afterward  elected  to 
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this  position.  He  continued  to  serve  on  that 
bench  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  23, 
1892. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Augusta  Page  Goldsborough 
was  born  at  Hambrooks,  the  old  family  estate,  in 
Dorchester  County,  June  23,  1834,  and  is  a sister 
of  Francis  J.  and  Daniel  M.  Henry,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Campbell  and  Mary  Nevitt 
(Steele)  Henry.  She  spent  the  years  of  girlhood 
at  Hambrooks,  the  family  home,  situated  two 
miles  from  Cambridge.  She  was  one  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  nine  attained  to  manhood  or 
womanhood,  namely:  John  Francis,  James  Win- 

field, Francis  J.,  Daniel  M.,  Ryder;  Kate,  who 
married  Daniel  Lloyd;  Isabella  E.,  Mrs.  Thomas 
B.  Steele;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Richard 
Tilghman  Goldsborough;  and  Charlotte  Augusta 
Page,  Mrs.  Goldsborough.  The  last-named,  by 
her  marriage  to  our  subject,  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  but  all  are  deceased.  She  is  a de- 
voted Christian  and  a lady  of  the  most  pleasing 
social  qualities. 


ILLIAM  W.  BUSTEED.  All  honor  is 
due  the  brave  men  who  started  out  to  fight 
the  battle  of  life  without  wealth,  friends, 
influence,  and  perhaps  with  only  an  ordinary 
education,  but  who  have  overcome  each  obstacle 
in  their  way  with  courage  and  determination  to 
succeed  in  spite  of  all,  and  have  won  a fair  meas- 
ute  of  prosperity.  Under  these  adverse  circum- 
stances a man  who  has  come  out  of  the  conflict 
with  victory  inscribed  upon  his  banner  has  a 
right  to  be  proud,  and  he  is  much  more  entitled 
to  honor  than  he  who  is  great  by  the  accident  of 
birth.  May  the  day  never  come  in  this  fair  land 
of  ours  when  the  nobility  of  labor  and  the  glory 
of  the  so-called  self-made  man  shall  be  eclipsed. 

Mr.  Busteed,  of  whom  this  is  a brief  sketch,  is 
one  of  the  editors  and  the  senior  proprietor  of 
the  Centreville  Observer , with  which  paper  he 
has  been  connected  for  the  past  thirty-four  years. 
In  1864,  when  it  came  into  his  hands  by  pur- 


chase, it  went  under  the  name  of  the  Centreville 
Times , and  was  far  from  the  fine,  bright  sheet  it 
is  to-day.  Soon  after  becoming  the  owner  Mr. 
Busteed  instituted  many  changes  for  the  better, 
and  has  since  elevated  its  tone  in  every  essential 
manner  until  it  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  journals  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land. It  presents  the  current  news  of  the  busy 
world  in  a concise  form,  and  pays  particular  at- 
tention to  local  interests.  It  favors  every  work 
along  the  lines  of  progress  and  enterprise,  and  is 
thus  fully  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  It 
denounces  wrong  and  injustice  in  high  places  and 
wherever  found  is  a champion  of  the  true  and 
right. 

The  birth  of  W.  W.  Busteed  took  place  July 
18,  1843,  in  Caroline  County,  Md.  He  is  a son  of 
Warner  R.  and  Catherine  M.  (Barwick)  Bus- 
teed, both  natives  of  Caroline  County.  The  fa- 
ther was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  March,  1889, 
leaving  behind  him  a record  which  is  above  re- 
proach. His  faithful  wife  died  many  years  pre- 
viously,when  her  son  William  was  a youth  of  but 
sixteen,  in  December,  1859.  The  latter  had  been 
a pupil  in  the  public  schools  up  to  that  time  and 
also  attended  the  Hillsborough  Academy  for  a 
time,  but,  as  he  says,  his  best  teachers  were  ex- 
perience in  the  business  world  and  his  private 
reading  and  study. 

It  was  in  i860  that  Mr.  Busteed  began  serving 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  printer’s  trade  in  Easton, 
in  the  office  of  William  T.  Rowlinson,  and  from 
errand  boy  and  printer’s  devil,  he  passed  through 
all  the  gradations  until  he  was  competent  to  man- 
age an  office  for  himself.  Four  years  thus  slipped 
away,  and  on  the  same  principle  that  there  is  no 
royal  road  to  learning,  so  did  he  find  that  there 
is,  indeed,  no  royal  road  to  success,  but  that  it 
must  be  won  by  the  hardest  labor.  For  several 
years  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Centre- 
ville, and  helped  build  the  fine  system  of  water- 
works which  the  citizens  now  enjoy,  and  also 
assisted  in  making  divers  other  substantial  im- 
provements here.  In  1886,  and  again  in  1890, 
he  was  honored  by  being  sent  as  a delegate  to 
the  Maryland  legislature.  He  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Centreville  National  Bank,  and  has 
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been  a director  since  the  bank  was  organized  in 
1876.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  also 
been  a director  of  the  building  association,  and 
is  now  secretary  of  the  Queen  Anne’s  Railroad 
Company,  and  took  a very  active  part  in  the 
building  of  that  road. 

October  6,  1870,  Mr.  Busteed  married  Miss 
Pattie,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Julianna  Vickers. 
She  died  in  September,  1891,  leaving  one  child, 
Catherine,  who  keeps  house  for  her  father.  She 
is  a well  educated  young  lady,  and  is  the  cen- 
ter of  a large  circle  of  admiring  friends. 

— — ■ » ■*—- f— — 

AMES  T,  DIXON,  who  is  well  and  favorably 
known  in  Chestertown,  Md.,  has  successfully 
filled  the  position  of  registrar  of  wills  here 
for  the  past  six  years.  He  was  elected  to  this  re- 
sponsible place  of  trust  and  honor  in  1891,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  has  met  its  requirements 
in  a manner  redounding  to  his  own  and  constitu- 
ents’ credit.  In  politics  he  is  a prominent  figure, 
and  is  esteemed  one  of  the  best  workers  for  his 
party  interests  in  this  region. 

Thomas  P.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
1816,  in  Delaware,  and  in  his  childhood  went  to 
Cecil  County.  In  his  early  life  he  clerked  in  a 
store  for  a time,  but  chiefly  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1851  he  removed  to  this  county  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  within  its  borders. 
On  several  occasions  he  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  public  positions  of  local  importance,  and  was 
also  county  commissioner  four  or  five  terms.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  still  occupying  that 
place,  the  sad  event  having  occurred  in  1881.  He 
was  an  only  son  and  was  bereaved  of  his  father 
when  a mere  lad.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jane  A.  Shields,  was  a native  of  Baltimore, 
and  died  in  1879.  Both  parents  were  Catholics 
in  religious  faith,  and  were  universally  esteemed. 
There  were  but  two  children  in  their  family,  and 
the  daughter  died  when  only  sixteen  years  old. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  James  T.  Dixon 
was  an  only  son.  He  was  born  in  this  county, 
near  Chestertown,  September  n,  1857,  and  was 


reared  to  maturity  on  his  father’s  farm.  His  ele- 
mentary education  was  supplemented  by  a course 
of  study  in  Washington  College,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  quiet  routine  of  a farmer’s  life. 
He  had  inherited  his  parents’  valuable  homestead, 
and  it  became  his  chief  pleasure  to  improve  and 
beautify  the  place,  already  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  that  section.  In  1889  he  was  nominated 
for  county  commissioner,  but  he  preferred  to  de- 
cline the  honor.  In  spite  of  his  reluctance  at  en- 
tering a public  field  of  labor,  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  accept  the  nomination  for  registrar  of 
wills  two  years  later,  and  has  made  so  acceptable 
an  officer  that  his  constituents,  in  1897,  elected 
him  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  a term  of  six 
years.  He  takes  commendable  interest  in  what- 
ever tends  to  benefit  the  city,  and  is  a stockholder 
in  the  savings  bank. 

In  1879  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dixon  and  Anna 
Craddock,  of  Cecil  County,  was  celebrated.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  this  worthy  couple, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Nannie  C., 
J.  Thomas,  Genevieve  and  Marion  A.  The 
family  have  a very  charming  home,  where  their 
many  friends  are  always  hospitably  entertained. 
They  are  ever  ready  to  do  their  part  in  providing 
for  the  needy  and  suffering,  and  give  liberally  of 
their  means  to  worthy  benevolences. 


AMES  H.  BAKER.  There  are  a number  of 
the  citizens  of  Kent  County  who,  in  their 
capacity  as  public  officials,  have  been  en- 
abled to  advance  local  interests  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  Such  is  the  record  of  Mr. 
Baker,  a successful  fruit  and  stock  farmer  of  the 
seventh  district,  who,  however,  is  perhaps  better 
known  through  his  service  as  a member  of  the 
legislature.  When  he  was  the  nominee  for  this 
position  in  1888,  he  was  the  only  man  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  in  Kent  County  who  gained  elec- 
tion to  the  house  of  delegates.  During  the  term 
that  followed  he  established  a reputation  as  an 
able  man,  one  who  endeavored  in  every  way 
possible  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
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ents.  In  1896  he  was  again  chosen  to  represent 
this  district  in  the  legislature,  and  is  now  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  position.  He  was  the  only  Repub- 
lican ever  elected  to  the  house  of  delegates  of 
Maryland  from  Kent  County.  He  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  agricultural  committee  and  the 
committee  on  pensions  and  claims. 

The  Baker  family  are  descendants  of  early  set- 
tlers of  the  seventh  (then  fourth)  district,  and  the 
town  of  Bakerville  (now  Pomona)  was  named  in 
their  honor.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Francis 
Baker,  a son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  tliislocality, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  merchandising 
until  his  retirement  from  business  pursuits.  He 
died  in  1888,  aged  seventy-seven.  In  religious 
belief  he  was  a Friend  and  worshipped  with  the 
congregation  of  that  denomination  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. His  wife,  Mary  T.  (Brown)  Baker, 
was  a Quaker  and  a descendant  of  a family 
long  identified  with  that  sect.  She  died  when  a 
young  woman,  leaving  one  son,  James  H.  By  a 
subsequent  marriage  there  were  four  daughters, 
of  whom  three  are  living:  Mrs.  W.  S.  Maxwell, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Price  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Clark.  Mrs. 
Thomas  W.  Tolson  is  deceased. 

On  the  home  estate,  situated  four  miles  south 
of  Chestertown,  near  Pomona,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  December  5,  1839.  His  boy- 
hood years  were  passed  upon  the  farm,  where  he 
was  early  trained  to  a knowledge  of  agricultural 
pursuits.  Good  advantages  for  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation were  given  him,  and  of  these  he  availed 
himself  studiously,  though  he  realized  then  less 
than  he  does  now  that  knowledge  is  power,  and 
they  achieve  the  most  in  life  who  bring  to  their 
work  the  most  careful  preparation  of  body  and 
mind.  After  completing  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools  he  entered  Washington  College,  of  Ches- 
tertown, one  of  the  oldest  seats  of  learning  in  the 
state.  Here  he  was  prepared  for  the  active  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  the  business  world.  On 
leaving  college  he  resumed  farm  work,  continu- 
ing to  make  his  home  on  the  family  estate,  to 
which  he  added  valuable  improvements  as  the 
years  went  by.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Sallie  A.  Trew,  and  bis  second 
Mary  Trew,  a sister  of  the  former.  He  is  a man 


of  firm  religious  belief,  who  strives  in  his  daily 
life  to  exemplify  the  truths  of  the  religion  in 
which  he  believes.  The  Bond  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  numbers  him  among  its  faithful 
members,  while  the  Sunday-school  claims  his 
services  as  superintendent.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  has  one  living  child,  Lizzie,  and  by  his 
second,  J.  Henry  and  Mamie  Trew.  Both  daugh- 
ters are  graduates  of  the  Wilmington  Confer- 
ence Academy  of  Dover,  Del. 

J.  Henry  in  a graduate  of  Dickinson  College, 
and  after  attending  Maryland  University  Law 
School  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  now  has  a 
lucrative  practice  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  While 
attending  law  school  he  was  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Isadore  Raynor,  ex-congressman  from  Mary- 
land. 


HOMAS  J.  KEATING,  Sr.  ,who  was  born  in 
Smyrna,  Del.,  May  3,  1829,  is  a son  of 
Michael  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Palmer)  Keating. 
The  latter,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  was  a daughter 
of  George  C.  Palmer,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  she  had  a brother,  John,  who  held  the  office 
of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  Her  death  occurred 
in  1862.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  early  manhood  and  devoted  his  sub- 
sequent life  to  teaching,  for  which  his  splendid 
education  admirably  adapted  him.  For  a time 
he  was  an  instructor  in  the  academy  at  Smyrna. 
In  1834  he  came  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
here  remained,  as  a teacher  in  the  Centreville 
Academy,  until  his  death,  in  1847.  In  local 
affairs  he  was  prominent  and  for  a time  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  had  a brother,  Paul, 
who  followed  him  to  this  country,  and  died  here, 
unmarried.  Another  brother,  William,  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  British  army  and  did  service  in 
the  India  war,  after  which  he  was  retired  on  a 
pension. 

The  rudiments  of  his  education  our  subject  ob- 
tained under  the  careful  and  judicious  training 
of  his  father.  Before  his  father  died  he  entered 
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Princeton  College,  where  he  remained  until  his 
graduation  in  1848.  Immediately  afterward  he 
began  the  study  of  law,  which  he  prosecuted  un- 
til his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1851.  For  fourteen 
years  he  held  the  office  of  state’s  attorney, 
which  position  he  filled  most  efficiently.  He  was 
a member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1867.  A high  honor  was  conferred  upon  him  in 
1878,  when  he  was  chosen  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  and  in  that  important  position  he  re- 
mained until  1884.  In  1894  he  was  made  state 
tax  assessor,  which  office  he  how  fills.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  in  his 
church  has  held  the  position  of  vestryman. 


EAPT.  ANDREW  WOODALL.  America, 
more  than  any  other  land,  has  reason  to  be 
proud  of  her  sons,  men  who  rise  above  the 
circumstances  of  birth  and  poverty,  perhaps,  to 
foremost  positions  of  influence,  usefulness  and 
honor  in  a community;  men  who  become  wealthy 
in  strictly  legitimate  channels  of  business  enter- 
prise, and  are  not  slow  to  distribute  their  hardly 
won  means  to  the  worthy  benevolences  of  our 
time  and  to  the  poor  and  suffering.  In  the  per- 
son of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  found  one  who  is  entitled 
to  great  credit,  not  only  for  what  he  has  already 
accomplished  in  the  face  of  obstacles  that  would 
certainly  have  daunted  any  man  less  brave  and 
persevering  than  he,  but  also  for  the  good  he  is 
constantly  doing,  in  a quiet  wajq  in  behalf  of 
humanity  and  the  public  good. 

Though  nearly  four-score  years  of  age,  the 
captain  enjoys  good  health  and  is  well  and  strong, 
mentally  and  physically,  for  one  of  his  advanced 
years.  He  still  retains  in  his  own  management 
his  large  and  numerous  business  enterprises, 
which  would  prove  much  too  arduous  a responsi- 
bility for  many  men  half  his  age.  He  was  born 
April  24,  1819,  in  Georgetown,  Kent  County, 
and  has  made  his  home  here  all  his  life.  His 
father,  Simon  Woodall,  was  born  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland,  and  came  to  this  town  when 


a young  man.  He  bought  a house  and  lot  and 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  of  builder  and  car- 
penter until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1851, 
when  he  was  but  fifty- eight  years  old.  He  was 
living  here  when  the  war  of  1812  came  on,  and 
offered  his  services  as  a private  soldier.  In 
politics  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  but  was  not 
actively  concerned  in  this  direction.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Frances  Bagwell,  a native  of  this  place. 
She  died  when  only  twenty-two  years  old,  her 
son,  Andrew,  being  then  an  infant  of  two  years. 
Her  elder  son,  Edward  B. , died  a few  years  ago, 
aged  about  sixty-three  years,  on  his  farm,  which 
he  had  operated  successfully.  Mrs.  Woodall  was 
a very  lovable  woman,  devoted  to  her  husband 
and  children,  and  a loyal  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

The  early  life  of  the  captain  was  spent  under 
his  father’s  roof,  and  with  him  he  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  This  was  not  to  the  young 
man’s  liking,  however,  and  he  soon  invested  his 
earnings  in  a small  sail-boat,  and  shipped  grain 
and  freight  of  various  kinds  from  here  to  Balti- 
more. The  venture  proved  a good  one,  and  be- 
fore he  was  twenty  the  thrifty  youth  had  made 
other  investments,  and  as  his  trade  steadily  in- 
creased he  built  larger  vessels,  to  the  number  of 
thirteen,  one  having  a capacity  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons,  and  this  he  is  still  operating.  Per- 
haps fully  forty  years  ago  he  became  interested 
in  the  lumber  business  and  is  still  dealing  in  it 
and  in  fertilizer,  he  having  been  one  of  the  first 
in  these  parts  to  handle  the  article  when  it  was 
introduced  into  common  use.  He  sailed  his  boats 
only  ten  years  actually,  as  he  found  his  time  too 
occupied  with  these  enterprises  to  do  them  all 
justice.  He  has  always  believed  in  investing 
largely  in  land,  and  at  the  present  time  owns 
twenty-five  well-improved  farms,  located  in  this 
and  Cecil  Counties,  and  altogether  comprising 
some  eight  thousand  acres.  Among  his  other 
possessions  are  three  schooners,  one  steamer  and 
a one-third  interest  in  the  steamer  Sassafras.  Six 
large  warehouses  on  the  river  Sassafras  are  owned 
by  him,  and  besides  he  has  stock  in  the  National 
Bank  of  Chestertown  and  is  a stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Middletown  Bank.  It  is  difficult 
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to  estimate  his  wealth,  as  so  much  of  it  is  invest- 
ed in  somewhat  variable  concerns.  Though  a 
stanch  Democrat,  he  has  never  held  offices. 

In  1841  Captain  Woodall  married  Catherine 
Holt,  of  Georgetown,  and  six  children  came  to 
bless  their  union.  Emily,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  James  F.  M.  Woodall,  who  is  a clerk  in  the 
employ  of  our  subject.  Catherine  married  Capt. 
John  F.  Wilson,  of  this  town.  James  E.  is  in 
business  with  his  father.  Andrew  W.,  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Hopper  & Woodall,  is  engaged  in 
the  commission  business  in  Baltimore.  Simon 
R.  died  when  in  his  early  prime,  being  but  thirty- 
two  years  of  age.  Sallie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Lockwood.  Mrs.  Woodall,  who  was  a con- 
sistent Christian  woman,  beloved  by  a large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances,  was  called  to  the 
silent  land  July  16,  1892.  She  delighted  in  as- 
sisting the  needy  and  every  one  who  appealed  to 
her  for  sympathy  or  aid,  and  the  community  in 
which  her  quiet,  gentle  life  was  led  feel  that  they 
have  lost  one  whose  place  can  never  be  filled. 


HOMAS  W.  ELIASON  is  a much  respect- 
ed citizen  and  businessman  of  Chestertown, 
in  which  place  he  was  born  and  brought  up. 
He  is,  therefore,  especially  interested  in  whatever 
concerns  the  advancement  and  growth  of  this  en- 
terprising little  city,  and  strives  to  promote 
measures  calculated  to  accrue  to  her  benefit.  He 
is  a practical,  energetic  business  man,  and  posses- 
ses unusual  aptitude  for  all  branches  of  commer- 
cial life. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Delaware,  was  a surgeon  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  a member  of  the  order  of 
Cincinnati.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Eli- 
ason,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died 
when  his  children  were  quite  young.  Thomas 
W.  Eliason,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del., 
in  1816,  and  in  1839  removed  to  this  state.  Two 
years  later  he  became  a resident  of  Chestertown, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  was  thus  occupied  continuously  up  to  1871, 


when  he  retired  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  diligence. 
He  lived  many  years  after  that  event,  and  died  in 
1893.  Few  men  in  this  community  have  ever  been 
more  widely  and  generally  esteemed  and  looked  , 
up  to  as  an  authority  on  matters  of  commercial 
or  local  importance.  He  married  Susan  Walker, 
a native  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  and  daughter  of 
John  Walker,  a thrifty  merchant,  who  died  when 
Mrs.  Eliason  was  a child.  She  became  the  mother 
of  three  children  who  reached  maturity,  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  1883,  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her.  John,  her  son,  was  a graduate  of  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  and  had  entered  a career  that 
was  most  promising,  but  death  cut  him  off  in  his 
early  manhood.  Wilbur,  born  January  31,  1853, 
was  educated  in  Yale  University,  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  leaving  there  in  his  junior  year.  Since 
then  he  has  been  engaged  in  carrying  on  a farm 
and  in  conducting  a manufacturing  business.  He 
has  been  very  successful,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
in  this  place.  In  political  matters  of  local  import 
he  has  been  quite  active,  but  has  never  held  office. 
Fraternally  he  is  also  prominent,  being  a Mason 
of  the  third  degree,  and  past  master  of  his  lodge. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Mary  C.  Brown,  of  Chester- 
town, and  to-  them  six  children  have  been  born. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  birth  of  T.  W.  Eliason  took  place  in  Ches- 
tertown, December  27,  1843.  His  preliminary 
education  was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  private 
schools  of  the  town,  and  when  he  had  arrived  at 
suitable  years  he  was  sent  to  Washington  Col- 
lege. Subsequently  he  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
practical  management  of  commercial  affairs.  For 
many  years  he  devoted  himself  to  general  mer- 
chandising, meeting  with  fair  financial  success, 
and  gaining  the  entire  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  is  president  of  the  Kent  County 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  addition  to  which  he 
is  vice  president  and  one  of  the  directors  of  Ches- 
tertown National  Bank. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Eliason  and  Miss  Violet 
B.  Briscoe  occurred  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1881.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  Bris- 
coe, a well-to-do  farmer  of  that  section.  A son 
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and  a daughter  have  come  to  grace  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife,  and  their  names 
are  respectively,  Thomas  W.,  Jr.,  and  Irma.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mr.  Eliason  being  a trustee  in  the  board 
of  directors.  In  his  political  attitude  he  is  a Re- 
publican. 


HARRES  COX  HOPPER,  journalist,  is  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Transcript , a wide- 
awake, up-to-date  newspaper,  which  is  pub- 
lished each  week  in  Chestertown,  Kent  County, 
Md.  It  aims  to  give  all  telegraphic  and  current 
news  and  a resume  of  local  events  of  general  im- 
portance, and  is  conducted  in  a most  creditable 
manner.  The  young  men  who  stand  at  the  head 
of  the  enterprise  are  keen,  energetic  and  busi- 
ness-like, and  are  making  a success  of  their  jour- 
nalistic endeavor. 

A native  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hopper  was  born 
upon  the  old  homestead  belonging  to  his  family, 
and  situated  four  miles  from  Centreville,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  October  7,  i860.  His  father, 
Daniel  C.,  was  born  within  the  same  house  in 
1816,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during 
his  entire  active  career  upon  this  farm.  About 
twelve  years  ago  he  retired,  making  his  home  in 
Centreville  for  several  years,  and  for  the  past  five 
has  been  a resident  of  Baltimore.  In  church  mat- 
ters he  has  always  taken  great  interest,  and  has 
been  a valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
denomination  many  years.  His  uncle,  Judge  Phil- 
emon B.  Hopper,  was  famed  for  his  activity  in 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  father  of 
Daniel  C. , in  whose  honor  he  was  christened, 
was  also  a farmer  on  the  old  family  estate  above 
alluded  to,  and  was  born  thereon.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Evelina  H. 
McCollister.  She  is  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Md.,  and  is  still  living.  Her  eldest  son, 
Frank  W.,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  George  K. 
McGaw  & Co.,  of  Baltimore.  Thomas  Ridgeley 
represents  a large  Pittsburgh  firm.  Catherine  Vir- 
ginia is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her  parents. 


The  boyhood  days  of  Charles  C.  Hopper  were 
spent  upon  his  grandfather’s  farm.  Having  re- 
ceived the  elements  of  an  education  in  the  public 
schools,  he  entered  the  Western  Maryland  Col- 
lege. For  three  years  he  pursued  the  higher 
branches  of  study.  Going  to  Baltimore,  he  en- 
gaged in  clerking  some  twelve  months,  after  which 
he  operated  the  old  Hopper  homestead  a year  and 
a-half.  Having  decided  to  enter  the  legal  profes- 
sion, he  next  matriculated  in  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Maryland  and  was  duly  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  Baltimore  city  and  Baltimore 
county  in  1889.  The  following  New  Year’s  day 
he  commenced  publishing  the  Transcript , which, 
in  company  with  R.  H.  Collins,  he  had  pur- 
chased. The  paper  is  Democratic  in  politics  and 
has  a constantly  increasing  circulation. 

In  October,  1894,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hopper  and  Miss  E.  M.  T.  Pearson,  of  Chester- 
town. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopper  have  a bright  little 
daughter,  Katherine  Baird,  who  is  the  sunshine 
of  their  home.  The  parents  hold  membership 
with  the  Emanuel  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  quite  prominent  in  all  religious  and  char- 
itable enterprises. 

1 — i e — - 

ILLIAM  S.  MAXWELL,  M.  D.,  of  Still 
Pond,  Kent  County,  comes  from  an  old, 
honored  family  in  these  parts.  Following 
his  father’s  example,  he  has  divided  his  time  and 
attention  between  agricultural  and  professional 
duties,  finding  in  one  calling  what  is  lacking  in 
the  other.  He  is  very  successful,  and  enjoys 
widespread  practice  in  this  and  neighboring 
towns  and  the  country  at  large.  Thoroughly 
versed  in  theory  and  experience,  he  commands 
the  clientage  of  those  who  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  his  merits. 

The  doctor  was  born  near  his  present  residence 
April  25,  1851,  being  a son  of  M.  A.  Maxwell, 
a native  of  Pennsylvania.  The  latter  was  born 
and  reared  upon  a farm  near  Pleasant  Grove,  in 
Lancaster  County.  The  Maxwells,  as  the  name 
implies,  are  of  old  Celtic  stock,  and  were  Scotch 
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or  Irish  in  remoter  times.  The  doctor’s  father 
came  to  Kent  County  from  the  Keystone  State  in 
1845,  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  the  second  dis- 
trict. He  carried  on  general  farming  in  connec- 
tion with  his  medical  practice  for  years  here,  and 
until  shortly  before  his  death,  which  event  oc- 
curred in  1885,  when  he  was  in  his  sixty-sixth 
year.  Thus  for  just  forty  years  he  had  been 
identified  with  the  upbuilding,  and  settlement  of 
this  region,  and  during  this  long  period  was  an 
active  worker  in  every  movement  of  progress  in- 
stituted for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He 
was  beloved  for  his  kind  and  unostentatious  life 
and  his  genuine  nobleness  of  character.  In  his 
political  preferences  he  adhered  to  the  Democracy, 
and  was  a great  admirer  of  the  Jacksonian  prin- 
ciples. He  married  Anna  M.  Price,  and  their 
only  child  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  Mrs. 
Maxwell  was  born  in  1822,  and  is  still  enjoying 
good  health.  The  doctor  is  making  his  home 
with  his  mother,  who  devotes  himself  to  her  in  a 
most  filial  manner. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  Kent 
County.  Subsequently  he  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Maryland 
and  at  once  returned  home  and  began  practicing 
under  the  instruction  and  wise  direction  of  his 
father.  Gradually  he  worked  into  a large  prac- 
tice and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  in  the  county.  An  experi- 
ence of  about  a quarter  of  a century  in  a chosen 
field  of  labor  must  of  necessity  bring  sure  reward 
to  a conscientious,  painstaking  man  in  almost  any 
line  of  earnest  endeavor,  and  such  is  the  case 
with  the  doctor.  He  succeeded  to  the  entire 
practice  of  his  father.  The  father  left  his  wife 
a valuable  and  well-improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres.  In  matters  of  political 
import  the  doctor  votes  for  the  candidates  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  favors  a silver  standard. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society  of  Kent  County,  and  takes  the  leading 
medical  journals  of  the  day. 

In  1876  Dr.  Maxwell  and  Annie  Baker  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Kennedy ville.  She  is  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  and  is  a sister  of  James 


H.  Baker,  a well-known  citizen  of  Chestertown. 
The  doctor  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  are  actively  concerned  in  lo- 
cal benevolences.  He  is  not  connected  with  se- 
cret societies,  with  the  exception  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 


LFRED  GREEN.  Very  prominent  among 
the  industries  of  Centreville  is  the  establish- 
ment owned  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Green. 
I11  his  store  he  carries  a full  stock  of  dry  goods, 
notions,  boots  and  shoes.  By  reason  of  the  su- 
periority of  his  goods  and  their  satisfactory  prices, 
his  house  has  attracted  a large  trade  from  the 
surrounding  country.  As  a business  man  he  is 
prompt  and  energetic,  noted  for  his  keen  judg- 
ment and  shrewd  discernment,  and  his  name 
throughout  Queen  Anne’s  County  is  a synonym 
for  industry  and  commercial  honor  and  integrity. 
The  growth  of  the  business  is  commensurate  with 
the  ability  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del., 
December  31,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Elijah  B.  and 
Mary  (Fox)  Green.  His  father,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  removed  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County  about  1871  and  settled  near  Centreville, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  in 
1878.  For  many  years  he  was  a trustee  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  his  family  there 
were  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Robert  H. , who  resides 

upon  a farm  near  Dover,  in  Kent  County,  Del.; 
Barrett,  whose  home  is  in  Centreville;  William 
F.,  a farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Edward 
F. , also  a farmer  of  this  county;  Alfred;  Joseph, 
who  is  an  agriculturist  by  occupation;  Elijah  B., 
who  owns  and  operates  a farm  in  this  county; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  T.  Carter,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Centreville. 

At  the  time  the  family  came  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a boy  of 
about  twelve.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Centreville  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
became  an  employe  in  the  store  of  H.  D.  God- 
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win,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  A 
similar  period  was  spent  with  a firm  in  Smyrna, 
Del.,  after  which  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Hall 
& Godwin,  of  Centreville  for  seven  years,  re- 
signing the  latter  position  to  embark  in  business 
for  himself  in  1889.  For  some  years  he  was  in 
partnership  with  L.  W.  Collins,  but  in  1894  he 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest  and  has  since 
continued  the  business  alone.  His  success  is 
especially  commendable  when  the  fact  is  consid- 
ered that  he  started  in  business  with  a capital  of 
only  $73  and  from  that  small  beginning  worked 
his  way  onward  to  success.  In  fraternal  relations 
he  is  a Knight  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  takes  an  interest.  In  1891  he 
married  Miss  Mary  I.  Hessey,  of  Centreville, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  W.  Hessey.  They  have 
one  child,  a son  named  Alfred  Marion. 


HON.  W.  LAIRD  HENRY.  America  owes 
much  of  her  progress  and  advancement  to  a 
position  foremost  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  to  her  newspapers,  and  in  no  line  has  the 
incidental  broadening  out  of  the  sphere  of  useful- 
ness been  more  marked  than  in  this  same  line  of 
journalism.  The  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  has 
enlisted  in  its  newspaper  field  some  of  the  strong- 
est intellects  of  the  nation,  men  of  broad  mental 
grasp,  cosmopolitan  ideas  and  notable  business 
sagacity.  Prominent  among  the  men  who  have 
given  the  state  prestige  in  this  direction  must  be 
placed  Mr.  Henry  of  this  review.  He  is  not  alone 
a leader  in  journalism,  but  has  also  taken  a promi- 
nent part  in  political  and  business  affairs,  is  ex- 
representative to  congress  and  the  editor  of  the 
Cambridge  Chronicle. 

In  Cambridge,  where  he  still  makes  his  home, 
Mr.  Henry  was  born  December  20,  1864,  was 
educated  in  its  public  schools,  and  for  a few 
years  was  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits  there, 
but  now  gives  his  time  and  attention  principally 
to  his  paper,  which  is  a bright  newsy  sheet  and 
has  an  excellent  circulation.  He  is,  however,  a 
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director  in  the  Cambridge  Water  Company.  On 
the  27th  of  December,  1894,  was  celebrated  his 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Henry,  nee  Arkins, 
a native  of  Talbot  County,  Md.,  and  they  now 
have  a little  son,  one  year  old,  W.  Laird,  Jr. 

As  a Democrat,  Mr.  Henry  has  taken  quite  an 
influential  and  prominent  part  in  political  affairs, 
for  several  years  filled  the  position  of  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  state  central  committee  from 
Dorchester  County,  and  was  thus  serving  when, 
in  1894,  he  was -elected  to  the  fifty-third  congress 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Robert  F. 
Brattan,  receiving  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  votes,  against  twelve  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-five  votes  cast  for  Mr.  Mallalieu, 
Republican;  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-three  votes  for  Mr.  Anthony,  Prohibitionist; 
and  three  hundred  and  eighty- nine  votes  for  Mr. 
Tull,  Populist.  From  December,  1894,  until 
March,  1895,  he  ably  represented  the  first  district 
of  Maryland,  which  comprises  eight  counties, 
namely:  Caroline,  Dorchester,  Kent,  Queen 

Anne’s,  Somerset,  Talbot,  Wicomico  and  Worces- 
ter, with  a population  of  one  hundred  fifty-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hon.  Joshua  W.  Miles,  of  Princess 
Anne,  Md.  Although  still  quite  young,  Mr. 
Henry  ranks  among  the  most  honored  counselors 
of  his  party,  and  his  opinions  and  advice  are  con- 
tinually sought  on  questions  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  city.  In  manner  he  is  pleasant, 
genial  and  approachable,  and  all  who  know  him 
esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine  worth. 


REDERICK  B.  STAMBAUGH,  deceased, 
was  a wealthy  farmer  of  the  vicinity  of 
Ridgely,  Caroline  County,  and  was  president 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  Cannery  of  that  town  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a school  com- 
missioner here  for  a period  of  six  years,  and  took 
commendable  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  all  public  affairs.  His  was  always  a very 
busy  and  useful  life,  and  it  was  not  in  an  idle 
moment  that  he  was  claimed  by  the  angel  of 
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death,  for  he  was  engaged  in  attending  to  the 
loading  of  a railway  ear  with  fruit  for  the  city 
market,  July  16,  1897,  when  he  was  accidentally 
killed  by  being  run  over  by  a train.  His  fellow- 
citizens  feel  that  they  have,  indeed,  met  with  a 
general  loss  in  this  great  calamity,  and  their 
sympathy  has  gone  out  toward  the  members  of 
his  little  family. 

The  founder  of  the  Stambaugh  family  in 
America  was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review.  He  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many and  at  an  early  day  in  the  annals  of  Penn- 
sylvania settled  there,  and  in  that  state  his 
son,  and  his  son’s  son,  the  grandfather  and  father 
of  Frederick  B.,  were  born  and  reared.  They 
were  both  successful  farmers,  and  owned  exten- 
sive tracts  of  land.  The  father,  Michael,  is  still 
living,  and  is  a merchant  in  St.  Clair,  Pa.,  as 
well  as  the  owner  of  considerable  fine  farm  land. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Margaret  Berkheimer  before 
her  marriage,  and  is  also  a native  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  They  have  five  living  children, 
viz.:  Sarah,  Jacob  B.,  Lemon,  Della  C.  and 
Tillie. 

Frederick  B.  was  born  September  16,  1848,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  in  the  manner  common  to 
country  lads,  a portion  of  his  time  being  devoted 
to  work  and  the  remainder  to  school  and  play. 
He  grew  up  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  of  which 
section  he  was  a native,  and  when  he  had  com- 
pleted his  school  days,  taught  for  about  a year. 
At  twenty -seven  he  became  interested  in  running 
a general  store  at  St.  Clair,  Pa.,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  some  five  years  or  more.  Having 
heard  such  glowing  accounts  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  young  men  of  energy  in  the  great  west, 
he  went  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  bought  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  but  returned 
to  his  native  state  at  the  end  of  a year  and  a- half, 
in  1879.  A few  years  later,  in  1884,  he  located 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Ridgely,  where  he  subse- 
quently purchased,  at  different  times,  land  which 
aggregated  a valuable  farm  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred acres,  and  gave  his  chief  attention  to  the 
raising  of  fruit  thenceforth,  and  with  good  finan- 
cial results.  He  was  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  politics 


was  a Democrat.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  in  the  prime  of  his  activity  and  usefulness, 
as  he  was  in  his  forty-ninth  year.  Religiously 
he  was  connected  with  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  was  a man  of  high  Christian  character  and 
excellent  standing  in  the  community.  He  was 
one  who  could  be  thoroughly  trusted  under  any 
circumstances,  for  never  did  he  betray  a trust,  and 
his  word  was  literally  as  good  as  his  bond. 

April  16,  1871,  F.  B.  Stambaugh  married 
Francena  Gallagher,  who  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  and  whose  father  was  a merchant  in 
Hollidaysburg,  Pa.  The  only  child  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  is  a bright  young  lady,  E.  Grace  by 
name,  and  now  a student  in  college.  She  has 
been  afforded  every  advantage  in  an  educational 
way,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  circles 
of  this  place  and  wherever  she  has  gone. 


- — £>, 


NON.  THOMAS  ALEXANDER  SMITH, 
ex-senator  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  and 
Democratic  nominee  for  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  comptroller  of  the  state  treasury,  is  a man 
of  genuine  worth  and  undoubted  ability.  He 
takes  a deep  interest  in  all  of  the  important  issues 
of  the  times,  and  keeps  thoroughly  posted  on  the 
same.  The  cause  of  education  in  particular  finds 
in  him  a zealous  champion,  and  when  he  was  in 
the  senate  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  free-book  bill.  For  several  years  he 
was  a school  commissioner  of  Caroline  County, 
and  in  every  reasonable  way  he  has  endeavored 
to  promote  the  high  standard  of  our  schools  and 
teachers.  He  is  not  a politician,  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  and  lobbyists  long  ago  found, 
to  their  regret,  that  he  is  a man  of  principle  and 
possessing  high  ideals  of  public  duty.  He  was 
elected  to  the  senate  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and  took 
his  place  in  that  honorable  assemblage  in  1894, 
serving  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1896. 
He  is  a clear  and  forcible  speaker,  and  distin- 
guished himself  as  such  upon  several  occasions. 

Though  a native  of  Greenwood,  Del.,  born 
there  September  3,  1850,  Thomas  A.  Smith  is 
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virtually  a native  of  Caroline  County,  as  he  was 
but  six  years  old  when  he  was  brought  here  by 
his  parents,  and  here  he  was  educated.  After 
leaving  Denton  Academy  he  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully for  several  years,  first  in  his  native  state 
and  later  in  Maryland  and  Michigan.  He  then 
returned  to  Caroline  County,  and  for  a time 
taught  in  the  village  schools  of  Ridgely,  subse- 
quently entering  into  a mercantile  business  with 
a brother  here.  In  1876  he  became  local  agent 
for  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  & Baltimore 
Railroad,  which  position  he  is  still  occupying — 
an  unusual  record  of  fidelity,  extending,  as  it 
does,  over  twenty-one  years. 

In  1878  Mr.  Smith  married  Ada  Clayton  Fra- 
zer, who  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Alice  Anita,  Elsie  S.  and 
Thomas  A.,  Jr.  The  home  of  the  family  is  a 
pretty  and  comfortable  one  in  the  town  of  Ridge- 
ly, and  they  number  many  warm  friends  here 
and  in  the  vicinity.  They  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  liberal  in 
their  contributions  to  its  various  departments  of 
activity. 

Sylvester  Smith,  father  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  is  one  of  the  truly  self-made  men  of 
Caroline  County,  as  he  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed  and  won  a competence  before  he  had 
reached  his  prime.  He  is  now  a wealthy  man, 
and  what  is  even  better,  he  has  made  his  fortune 
in  strictly  legitimate  ways,  never  defrauding  a 
neighbor  or  merchant,  and  always  acting  in  an 
honorable,  upright  manner  in  all  his  dealings  with 
others.  He  held  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner two  terms  and  was  collector  for  two  terms. 
For  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  grange. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 

The  birth  of  Sylvester  Smith  occurred  in  Dela- 
ware, February  22,  1822,  his  parents  being 
Thomas  and  Eliza  (Hardesty)  Smith,  both  like- 
wise natives  of  Delaware.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  and  Artemus  is 
also  deceased.  The  father  of  Thomas  Smith, 
David  by  name,  was  born  in  Delaware,  and  was 
a farmer,  but  his  father  was  an  Englishman  who 
came  to  America  before  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  bought  a large  tract  of  land  in  Delaware. 


In  1852  Sylvester  Smith  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  near  the  present  town  of  Ridgely,  in  which 
town  he  resides;  latterly  the  Chesapeake  & Del- 
aware Railroad  has  been  built  through  his  farm. 
He  now  owns  over  three  hundred  acres  of  fine 
land  here. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Mr.  Smith 
married  Sarah  E.  Gillert,  a native  of  Delaware, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them:  Theopolis 
W.,  Albert  G.  and  Thomas  A.  They  are  all 
married,  and  are  substantial  business  men  of 
Ridgely.  The  mother  was  a devoted  Christian, 
and  died  in  1852,  aged  twenty-eight  years.  The 
second  wife  of  Mr.  Smith  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Williams,  and  she,  too,  was  a native  of 
Delaware.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  those  living  are:  Laura,  James  H., 

Charles  F.  and  Robert  D.  Laura  is  the  wife  of 
John  Siegler,  and  lives  in  Ridgely,  as  do  also 
her  brothers. 





"T  NOCH  GEORGE,  M.  D.,  graduated  from 
^ the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
_ Maryland  in  March,  1872,  and  since  then 
has  engaged  in  practice  in  Denton.  He  is  well 
known  not  only  here,  but  throughout  the  entire 
county  of  Caroline,  having  gained  a reputation  as 
a skillful,  reliable  practitioner,  who  is  accurate 
in  diagnosis  and  thorough  in  treatment.  In- 
terested in  professional  work,  he  has  had  little 
time  and  no  desire  to  identify  himself  with  public 
affairs,  and  the  only  position  ever  held  by  him 
was  that  of  member  of  the  school  board,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  eight  years,  being  president 
of  the  board  four  years  of  that  time. 

On  a farm,  Oak  Grove,  near  Sudlersville, 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  June,  1850.  His  father,  Enoch 
George,  M.  D.,  was  a son  of  Rev.  Enoch  George, 
the  fifth  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Virginia.  The  former  was  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  and  engaged  in  practice 
at  Sudlersville  and  Church  Hill,  where  he  was 
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favorably  known  as  a physician  and  citizen.  In 
1851  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate.  He  died 
in  1858,  while  still  in  life’s  prime.  His  wife, 
Catherine,  was  a daughter  of  John  Boone,  of 
Caroline  County,  who  was  state  senator  for  many 
years  and  also  judge  of  the  orphans’  court. 

At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  the  subject  of 
this  review  was  eight  years  of  age.  His  mother 
having  died  prior  to  that  time,  he  was  left  wholly 
orphaned.  He  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Judge  George  M.  Russum,  at 
Denton,  under  whose  supervision  his  education 
was  begun.  For  a time  he  was  a student  in 
Fort  Edward  Institute,  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.  In  1867  he  entered  the  store  of  William 
B.  Massey  & Son,  of  Greensborough,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years  and  ten  months.  He 
then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  in  Baltimore,  where  he 
completed  his  theoretical  study  of  the  science  of 
medicine. 

In  1879  Dr.  George  married  Eva  M.,  daughter 
of  Hon.  William  G.  Horsey,  of  Denton.  They 
have  two  children  living,  Enoch  and  Dawson  O. , 
and  lost  one  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months.  Dr. 
George  is  connected  with  the  alumni  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  also  a member  of  the  Med- 
ical and  Chirurgical  Society  of  Baltimore.  He 
takes  an  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his 
profession.  The  latest  developments  in  the  science 
receive  thoughtful  attention  from  him,  and  he 
keeps  abreast  with  every  improvement  and  advance 
that  is  made.  His  practice  is  not  limited  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  his  home,  but  extends  into 
different  parts  of  the  county,  where  his  success 
in  treatment  has  brought  him  the  confidence  of 
all  to  whom  he  is  known. 


APT.  JAMES  P.  SNOW.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  Captain  Snow  has  resided  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where  he 
owns  and  occupies  a well-improved  farm  of  two 


hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  in  the  sixth 
district  of  Caroline  County.  He  is  a member  of 
an  old  Delaware  family  that  has  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  that  state  for  many  successive 
generations,  and  he  now  has  in  his  possession,  as 
a highly  prized  relic,  the  warranty  deed  for  the 
old  homestead  in  Delaware  that  has  been  handed 
down  from  father  to  son  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years. 

In  that  state  Captain  Snow  was  born  June  1, 
1818,  being  the  son  of  John  R.  and  Rachel  (Pick- 
ering) Snow,  also  natives  of  Delaware.  He  was 
one  of  two  children,  but  the  other,  John  R.,  is 
now  deceased.  His  grandfather,  James  Snow,  a 
farmer  of  Delaware,  was  a son  of  Silas  Snow,  who 
came  from  his  native  land  of  England  to  America 
in  company  with  two  brothers,  Reuben  and 
Elisha.  Silas  settled  in  Delaware  and  the  others 
went  further  west.  During  the  Revolution  he 
enlisted  in  the  colonial  service  and  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  British,  but  was  afterward  ex- 
changed. On  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  Delaware,  where  he  resumed  farm  work. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
passed  in  Delaware.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  as  a member  of  Company  F,  Sixth  Del- 
aware Infantry,  under  Colonel  Wilmer,  and 
served  for  nine  months,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time,  in  August,  1863,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  as  captain  at  Smyrna,  Del.  The 
company  was  not  called  upon  to  participate  in 
any  engagement  during  the  term  of  his  service. 
In  1877  he  came  to  Maryland  and  has  since  re- 
sided upon  a farm  in  Caroline  County.  He  is 
still  active  and  strong  and  gives  personal  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  his  property  in- 
terests. 

In  1848,  upon  the  anniversary  of  his  birth, 
Captain  Snow  married  Susan  Snow,  who  was 
born  in  Delaware  and  was  a very  distant  relative. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Rachel  and 
Sallie,  but  both  are  deceased.  While  he  has 
never  cared  for  office,  he  is  nevertheless  firm  in 
his  convictions  upon  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the 
national  welfare  and  prosperity, and  has  given  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  ever  since  its 
organization. 


GEN.  RICHARD  THOMAS. 
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EN.  RICHARD  THOMAS  is  justly  num- 
bered among  the  honored  and  leading  cit- 
zens  of  Easton,  with  whose  business  inter- 
ests he  has  been  prominently  identified  for  many 
years.  His  is  an  honorable  record  of  a consci- 
entious man,  who  by  his  upright  life  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact.  Although  he  is  now  eiglity-two  years 
of  age,  he  has  the  vigor  of  a much  younger 
man,  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet  in  his 
prime.  There  is  an  old  age  that  is  a benediction 
to  all  that  comes  in  contact  with  it,  that  gives 
out  of  its  rich  stores  of  learning  and  experience 
and  grows  stronger  intellectually  and  spiritually 
as  the  years  pass.  Such  is  the  life  of  General 
Thomas,  an  encouragement  to  his  associates  and 
an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation  to  the 
young. 

The  general  was  born  December  18,  1815,  at 
Wye  Neck,  Queen  Anne  County,  Md.,  where 
the  birth  of  his  father,  Richard  Thomas,  also  oc- 
curred. The  paternal  grandfather,  Col.  Samuel 
W.  Thomas,  was  also  born  at  that  place  and  be- 
came one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  prominent 
citizens  of  that  locality.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Continental  army  under  General  Washington, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  in  the  secret 
service  department  and  furnished  considerable 
money  to  General  Washington  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  army,  but  it  was  never  returned  to 
him.  The  Thomas  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  state,  it  having  been  founded  here  in  1660, 
and  for  generations  its  members  resided  at  Wye 
Neck,  but  are  now  scattered  throughout  Virginia, 
North  Carolina  and  Maryland.  The  general’s 
father  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  near  Queenstown,  he  being  a lieuten- 
ant in  the  United  States  navy,  and  for  a time  had 
command  of  a prize  vessel.  After  hostilities  had 
ceased  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Queens- 
town for  a few  years,  and  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  operation  of  his  plantation  adjoining 
the  old  homestead  and  lying  near  Wye  River. 
At  one  time  he  owned  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Talbot  County.  He  was  a local  preacher 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  wherever 
known  was  held  in  high  regard.  His  death  oc- 


curred on  the  4th  of  May,  18x6.  He  was  twice 
married  and  by  his  first  union  had  three  daugh- 
ers,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Margaret 
became  the  wife  of  Judge  Hopper,  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County;  and  Frances  E.  married  John  B. 
Spencer,  of  Centreville.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Thomas  chose  Sarah  Sparks,  who  was  born  near 
Centreville,  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  her 
father,  Rev.  Robert  Sparks,  owned  an  estate.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  Methodist  ministers  in  the  state 
and  traveled  over  a large  circuit  in  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  it  requir- 
ing six  weeks  to  make  the  rounds.  Mrs.  Thomas 
died  in  August,  1834,  when  our  subject  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age. 

The  general  lost  his  father  during  his  infancy, 
and  as  his  mother  was  left  in  very  limited  cir- 
cumstances his  early  advantages  were  poor.  The 
farm  was  sold  in  1829.  His  education  was  begun 
in  private  schools,  to  which  he  had  to  ride  on 
horseback  a long  distance.  He  later  was  for  two 
years  a student  in  the  Centreville  Academy. 

General  Thomas  began  his  business  career  in 
February,  1830,  obtaining  a position  in  the  store  of 
William  H.  & P.  Groome,  at  Easton,  Md.,  who 
took  quite  an  interest  in  him  and  proved  his  true 
friends.  At  the  end  of  three  years  the  general 
went  to  Centreville  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
Thomas  R.  Carville,  who  died  the  following 
year,  and  he  then  entered  the  employ  of  George 
C.  Palmer,  of  the  same  place.  In  1836,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  he  embarked  in  business  for  him- 
self at  that  place  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Em- 
ery & Thomas,  and  the  next  year  purchased  his 
partner’s  interest,  carrying  on  operations  alone 
until  August,  1839. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1837,  General 
Thomas  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  E. 
Smith,  of  New  Jersey.  In  1839  he  disposed  of  his 
store  in  Centreville,  and  removed  to  Easton  in 
January,  1840,  where  his  wife  had  an  aunt  living. 
Here  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until 
the  20th  of  April,  1846,  when  he  was  appointed 
bookkeeper  in  the  bank  which  at  that  time  was  a 
branch  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Maryland,  at 
Annapolis.  O11  August  29,  1849,  he  was  elected 
cashier  of  said  bank,  and  has  held  that  office  ever 
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since.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  representative 
business  men  of  the  place,  and  as  a citizen  is 
equally  prominent.  He  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  October, 
1884;  and  their  only  child,  Anna  Frances,  who 
reached  years  of  maturity,  died  in  November, 
1892.  They  had  a son  who  died  in  infancy. 

At  the  age  of  nearly  fourteen  years  General 
Thomas  was  converted  and  joined  the  Associated 
Methodist  Church,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  the 
Maryland  Conference,  while  socially  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason.  In  early  life  he  became 
identified  with  the  Whig  party,  during  the  war 
was  a strong  Union  man,  and  after  the  war  be- 
came a Democrat. 

During  his  administration  Gov.  P.  F.  Thomas 
commissioned  our  subject  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Fourth  Maryland  Regiment  militia,  and 
Governor  Hicks  later  promoted  him  to  brigadier- 
general,  in  January,  1861.  He  took  quite  an  act- 
ive interest  in  military  affairs  for  many  years. 
His  loyalty  as  a citizen  and  his  devotion  to  his 
country’s  interests  have  ever  been  among  his 
marked  characteristics,  and  the  community  is 
fortunate  which  numbers  him  among  its  citizens. 
His  life  has  been  manly,  his  actions  sincere,  and 
he  truly  deserves  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
uniformly  held. 


AVID  STRAUGHN,  who  for  a great  many 
years  has  been  numbered  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Cambridge,  is  a magistrate, 
having  been  appointed  to  that  position  in  1896  by 
Governor  Lowndes,  and  is  an  able  member  of  the 
legal  profession  here.  He  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  residing  in  a beautiful,  quaintly  built  house, 
situated  in  the  geographical  center  of  the  town, 
and  constructed  as  long  ago  as  1728,  thus  being 
not  only  the  oldest  occupied  residence  in  Cam- 
bridge, but  two  years  older  than  Baltimore  City, 
which  was  founded  in  1730.  This  pretty  house 
with  its  wide,  latticed  verandas,  of  old  colonial 
style,  was  erected  four  years  prior  to  the  birth  of 


the  great  Washington,  and  has  sheltered  xuany 
a distinguished  guest.  At  one  time  it  was  the 
home  of  Hon.  John  Scott,  who  represented  the 
people  of  this  district  in  congress  several  terms. 
Nearly  a century  ago,  Josiah  Bailey,  afterwards 
the  celebrated  first  attorney -general  of  Maryland, 
lived  under  its  hospitable  roof,  while  studying 
the  principles  of  law  laid  down  by  the  great  com- 
mentator, Blackstone,  and  otherwise  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  privilege  afforded  him  in  master- 
ing the  excellent  law  library  of  his  host,  Mr. 
Scott,  in  exchange  for  which  he  acted  as  tutor  to 
the  daughters  of  the  house. 

The  parents  of  David  Straughn  were  Janies  and 
Eliza  (Willis)  Straughn,  who  were  natives  of 
Centreville  and  Dorchester  County,  respectively. 
The  father  lived  to  be  eighty-five  years  old,  his 
death  occurring  in  1880.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  when  her  son  David  was  a child  of  but 
seven  years.  The  latter  was  born  August  19, 
1838,  and  when  he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age 
he  was  sent  to  the  public  schools.  He  was  born 
and  reared  in  Cambridge.  He  early  conceived 
the  idea  of  becoming  a lawyer,  and  his  initial 
studies  were  under  the  supervision  of  William 
Stuart  and  William  W.  Ballard,  of  Easton,  Md. 
In  1863  he  entered  the  Yale  Law  School,  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1865.  Return- 
ing home,  he  found  it  necessary  to  join  his  father, 
who  was  then  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  seventeen  of  the  best  and  most  act- 
ive years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  commer- 
cial field.  He  rose  to  a position  of  high  standing 
among  our  business  men  and  accumulated  a snug 
little  fortune  in  the  legitimate  channels  of  trade. 
In  the  practice  of  law  he  has  been  equally  suc- 
cessful. He  possesses  fine  qualities  of  mind  and 
disposition,  but  at  the  same  time  is  modest  and 
unassuming.  By  one  and  all  he  is  greatly  re- 
spected and  his  friends  are  legion.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Straughn  is  quite  an  authority  on  the 
early  history  of  Cambridge  and  the  old  families 
of  this  vicinity,  as  well  as  those  of  a more  remote 
distance,  and  as  he  has  always  been  much  inter- 
ested in  the  Eastern  Shore,  he  has  made  a study 
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of  the  annals  of  its  past.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Annabel  Bennett  in  1873,  she 
being  a daughter  of  Charles  W.  Bennett,  an  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Carroll  County,  Md.  They  have 
never  had  any  children. 

- > — > <—  i - 

AMES  A.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  is  a success- 
ful medical  practitioner  of  Oxford,  Talbot 
County.  He  is  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  the  town  of  Wallace  in 
1852.  He  lived  in  that  locality  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  seventeenth  year,  and  received  excel- 
lent educational  advantages.  After  leaving  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  he  finished  his 
higher  studies  in  Boston,  and  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia.  He  seemed  fitted  by  natural  bent  of  mind 
to  enter  the  medical  profession,  and  in  1880  we 
find  him  one  of  a large  class  of  graduates  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 

In  order  to  be  better  qualified  for  the  active 
duties  of  the  life  upon  which  he  was  now  about 
to  enter,  the  young  doctor  stayed  under  the  in- 
struction and  practical  help  of  some  of  the  old  and 
distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  connected 
with  the  faculty  of  the  Jefferson  College  and  hos- 
pital, and  in  this  way  obtained  much  invaluable 
experience.  Two  years  were  thus  profitably 
passed,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to 
Brooksville,  Fla.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  prac- 
tice about  six  years.  In  1889  he  came  to  Oxford 
and  will  undoubtedly  make  this  his  permanent 
home,  as  he  has  gained  an  extensive  and  remu- 
nerative patronage  in  these  parts.  That  he  might 
keep  more  thoroughly  in  touch  with  the  pervad- 
ing spirit  of  progress,  he  joined  the  Maryland 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  For  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  and  belongs  to 
Coats  Lodge  No.  102,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Easton, 
and  Chesapeake  Commandery  No.  10,  K.  T. , of 
Easton. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Stevens  were  Levi  and  Jane 
L.  Stevens,  natives  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  year 
t88o  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  J.  E. 


McCulley,  of  Chatham,  New  Brunswick,  and 
two  of  the  three  children  born  to  them  died  in 
infancy.  Alexander,  their  only  remaining  son, 
is  a promising  lad  of  eleven  summers,  and  is  now 
a student  in  the  high  school.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the 
doctor  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  vestry- 
man. He  is  liberal  in  his  gifts  to  the  cause  of 
religion  and  other  worthy  enterprises,  and  well 
merits  the  high  regard  in  which  his  fellow-citi- 
zens hold  him.  - 


HARLES  WESLEY  CARROLL.  Among 
the  honored  old  residents  of  Dorchester 
County  is  this  sterling  citizen,  who  has  lived 
upon  one  farm  for  almost  half  a century  and  has 
been  a witness  of  very  important  changes  in  this 
portion  of  Maryland.  Since  he  and  his  wife  set- 
tled in  Williamsburg  district,  near  Hurlock,  to 
spend  a useful  and  happy  life  together,  great  en- 
terprises have  been  carried  into  operation.  Among 
other  marks  of  progress  it  may  b$  mentioned  that 
whereas  there  were  then  no  railroads  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  there  are  now  two  within  sight  of 
their  home.  Mr.  Carroll  has  been  an  advocate 
of  Republican  principles  since  the  organization  of 
the  party  and  has  held  several  local  offices,  such 
as  county  commissioner,  justice  of  the  peace  and 
register  of  voters. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Charles  Carroll  by  name,  was  a native  of  this 
county.  Charles  Wesley  Carroll  was  a son  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Medford)  Carroll,  born  to 
them  June  7,  1816.  The  father  was  a native  of 
this  county  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  as 
a means  of  making  a livelihood  for  himself  and 
family.  Rebecca,  his  eldest  daughter,  is  the 
widow  of  Stephen  Andrews,  of  Hurlock;  Josiah 
and  James  are  deceased;  Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  Shelby  B.  Fletcher;  George  W.,  the  youngest, 
is  deceased. 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  C.  W.  Carroll 
were  passed  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  was  trained  in 
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habits  of  industry  and  persevering  effort  and  in 
right  principles  of  conduct.  February  i,  1848, 
he  married  Ann  C.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Douglass, 
and  in  all  the  long  years  that  have  succeeded  she 
has  been  a true  helpmate  to  him,  sharing  his  joys 
and  sorrows  with  womanly  fortitude  and  sym- 
pathy. They  became  the  parents  of  five  children 
who  survived  to  mature  years,  viz.:  George  H., 
a resident  of  Miller,  S.  D. ; Emma,  wife  of  Silas 
Sparklin,  of  Federalsburg,  Md.;  James,  who  is 
managing  the  old  homestead;  Benjamin  F.  and 
Frederick  W.,  citizens  of  Hurlock.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carroll  are  faithful  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  are  beloved  by  all 
who  know  them. 


IRVING  T.  MATTHEWS,  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Snow  Hill,  Md.,  is 
highly  respected  and  popular  among  the  citi- 
zens of  this  place,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  native 
sons.  He  has  always  been  deeply  concerned  in  all 
matters  relating  to  her  prosperity,  and  has 
stanclily  favored  new  enterprises  and  industries 
which  he  deemed  calculated  to  advance  her  wel- 
fare. The  bank  with  which  he  holds  the  respon- 
sible and  trustworthy  position  of  cashier  was 
organized  in  1887,  its  doors  being  opened  for 
business  upon  the  twelfth  day  of  September  of 
that  year.  He  was  quite  instrumental  in  effecting 
this  result,  and  from  the  time  that  the  question 
of  founding  the  bank  was  brought  up  he  was  one 
of  its  most  enthusiastic  advocates.  The  president 
of  the  bank  is  John  Walter  Smith  (see  his  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  work),  while  the  vice-president 
is  Levi  A.  Purnell.  According  to  the  published 
statement  of  the  officers,  under  date  of  July  23, 
1897,  the  bank  has  a paid-in  capital  stock  of 
$50,000  and  a surplus  fund  of  $16,500. 

The  parents  or  our  subject  were  Ephraim  and 
Leah  (Jones)  Matthews.  The  father  was  a car- 
penter and  builder  in  Snow  Hill,  and  was  a 
man  of  ordinary  means.  He  died  in  1842  and 
left  two  children.  The  mother,  who  passed  away 


about  four  years  later,  was  a daughter  of  Giles 
Jones.  Ellen  A.,  sister  of  our  subject,  was  the 
wife  of  Charles  Parker,  of  Snow  Hill,  and  died, 
leaving  one  child,  Mar)'. 

The  birth  of  I.  T.  Matthews  occurred  February 
3,  1828,  in  Snow  Hill,  and  here  he  spent  his 
youth,  being  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
in  Union  Academy  of  this  town.  He  was  an 
apt  student,  and  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1846  he  became  a teacher  in  the  academy, 
having  charge  of  the  English  department.  At  that 
time  Judge  E.  K.  Wilson  was  the  principal  of  the 
institution,  from  whose  halls  many  a man,  after- 
wards famous  in  the  various  walks  of  life,  has 
gone. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Matthews  has 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
before  he  was  thirty  he  was  tendered  the  position 
of  deputy  to  William  E.  Timmons,  county  clerk 
of  Worcester  County,  and  this  office  he  held  with 
credit  for  ten  years,  a part  of  the  time  being 
deputy  to  George  H.  Richardson.  Soon  after  the 
new  constitution  of  Maryland  went  into  effect,  in 
1867,  he  was  chosen  as  a candidate  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  as  clerk  of  the  court  and  was  elected. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  with  fidelity  and 
excellent  ability  during  his  term  of  six  years, 
being  re-elected  in  1873,  and  again  in  1879,  and 
thus,  altogether,  occupied  the  office  for  the  ex- 
tremely long  period  of  eighteen  years.  Since 
then  he  has  been  connected  with  the  bank,  as 
previously  related.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows’  society  and  for  several  years  past  has 
been  district  deputy  grand  master  in  the  organ- 
ization. 

In  1849  Mr.  Matthews  married  Sarah  H., 
daughter  of  George  Hudson,  of  Snow  Hill.  They 
have  but  one  child  living,  Julia  L.,  wife  of  John 
L.  Robbins,  of  this  town.  An  elder  daughter, 
Lelia,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  George  S.  Paine. 
Mr.  Matthews  is  the  proud  grandparent  of  five 
grandchildren  and  also  has  two  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  general  con- 
ference of  his  denomination  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  1880.  He  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  and 
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trust  of  all  who  know  him  well,  and  his  genial 
manners  make  him  a general  favorite  with  young 
and  old. 


HON.  ROBERT  B.  DIXON,  president  of  the 
Easton  National  Bank,  president  of  the 
Nickerson  Phosphate  Company  of  Easton, 
treasurer  of  the  Easton  Gas  and  Electric  Eight 
Company,  the  Easton  Water  Company  and  the 
Easton  Ice  Company,  director  and  treasurer  of 
the  Workingmen’s  Permanent  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  director  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Montgomery  County,  Md., 
and  of  the  United  States  Fidelity  and  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Baltimore,  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  Talbot  County.  He  is  a 
descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation,  of  the 
founder  of  the  Dixon  family  in  America,  who 
came  here  in  1680  and  took  up  a large  tract 
of  land  from  the  English  government.  At 
the  same  time  the  Bartletts,  our  subject’s 
maternal  ancestors,  took  up  a grant  of  land  in 
another  part  of  the  county.  Both  families  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  a por- 
tion of  the  land  they  originally  purchased  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  their  descendants.  They 
were  not  only  large  land  holders,  but  also  had 
many  slaves,  being  typical  southern  planters. 
Thomas  Bartlett,  one  of  the  ancestors,  was  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

James,  son  of  Robert  Dixon  and  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  and  in  his 
early  years  was  engaged  as  a contractor  and 
builder  in  Baltimore,  but  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
he  returned  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business  and  farming  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  July, 
1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  A devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  he  served  the  con- 
gregation as  elder  and  deacon,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  by  others  of  that  organization.  At  one 
time  he  served  as  county  commissioner,  but  as  a 
rule  he  refused  public  offices.  He  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican.  His  wife,  Mary 
Ann,  who  died  in  1888,  was  a daughter  of  Robert 
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Bartlett,  owner  of  the  family  estate,  Bloomfield, 
which  was  included  in  the  original  tract  of  sev- 
eral thousand  acres  taken  up  in  1680.  Of  her 
twelve  children,  the  following  survive:  Robert 
B.;  William  T.,  president  of  the  National  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Baltimore,  president  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital  and  member  of  the  Dixon  & 
Bartlett  Shoe  Company  of  Baltimore;  Isaac  H., 
member  of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Dixon  & Co.,  of 
Baltimore;  and  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Caleb  J. 
Moore,  of  Harford  County. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view was  born  August  22,  1834.  In  boyhood  he 
attended  Westtown  Academy,  a well-known 
school  conducted  by  the  Friends,  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.  Returning  home  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  course  of  study,  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
a time,  but  in  1859  came  to  Easton,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  lumber,  coal  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  in  this  he  has  since  continued.  He  is 
also  largely  interested  in  steamboat  enterprises 
and  is  a director  of  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & 
Atlantic  Railroad  Company.  The  bank  of  which 
he  is  president  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  strongest 
in  the  state,  and  its  substantial  reputation  is  due 
in  no  small  measure  to  his  excellent  financiering. 

A Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Dixon  was  on 
that  ticket  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1888. 
Two  years  later  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office 
of  comptroller,  but  was  defeated.  It  was  the  de- 
sire of  his  friends  that  he  accept  the  nomination 
for  United  States  senator  at  the  time  that  Wel- 
lington was  elected,  but  he  declined,  his  tastes 
not  running  in  the  direction  of  public  life  and 
politics.  He  is  a member  of  the  Republican 
Club  of  Baltimore.  The  farms  which  he  owns 
are  rented  to  tenants.  During  the  summer  he 
occupies  a beautiful  home  on  Miles  River,  a 
short  distance  from  Easton,  and  in  the  winter  he 
occupies  his  city  residence  in  Baltimore.  He  is 
an  active  church  worker  and  has  officiated  as 
treasurer  and  as  elder  of  his  congregation. 

October  30,  1861,  Mr.  Dixon  married  S.  Am- 
anda, daughter  of  William  Lee  and  Abigail  J. 
Amoss.  She  was  the  great-great-granddaughter  of 
William  Amoss,  a Quaker  preacher,  who  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  militia  in  order  to  preach  in 
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the  Society  of  Friends.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
when  he  was  ninety-seven,  he  had  three  hun- 
dred living  descendants.  These  were  invited  at 
one  time  to  meet  him  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
accepted  the  invitation,  gathering  at  his  request 
in  the  Friends’  Meeting  House,  Lombard  street, 
Baltimore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  MaryG.,  wife  of  J.  K. 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  of  the  firm  of  Shriver,  Bartlett  & 
Co.,  of  Baltimore;  Laura  L.,  who  married  Will- 
iam T.  Norris,  a prominent  business  man  of  Bal- 
timore; Roberta  B.,  who  resides  with  her  parents; 
James,  who  is  connected  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness; William  Amoss,  residing  in  Baltimore, 
member  of  the  firm  of  Dixon,  Bartlett  & Co.; 
and  Florence  A.,  at  home. 


EWIS  C.  SMITH  has  been  the  owner  of 
Derrickson  farm  for  the  past  seven  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  instituted  many 
valuable  improvements  upon  the  place,  which  is 
a truly  model  one  to-day.  It  lies  in  the  fourth 
district  of  Talbot  County,  and  comprises  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  finely  adapted  for  the 
raising  of  a general  line  of  cereals  and  crops 
which  are  common  to  this  region. 

William  C.  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
son  of  Clement  Smith,  of  English  extraction,  and 
both  were  natives  of  Kent  County,  Del.  William 
C.  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  became  a 
resident  of  this  county  about  1868.  He  had 
bought  a good  homestead  in  the  vicinity  of  Easton 
and  there  he  dwelt  for  many  years,  or  until 
his  death  in  1888.  In  political  matters  he  was 
quite  prominent  in  early  manhood,  in  Delaware, 
but  after  coming  here  did  little  more  than  to  vote 
for  the  nominees  of  the  Democracy  at  each  elec- 
tion. However,  he  was  a stalwart  supporter  of 
religious  work  and  was  very  liberal  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber. His  wife,  Sally  Stafford,  whom  he  married 
in  Delaware,  died  in  1853,  leaving  five  children. 
One  is  now  deceased,  and  the  others  are  L.  C.; 
Mary  E.,  who  is  unmarried  and  living  at  Wye 


Mills;  Angeline,  wife  of  A.  Wilson,  of  Easton; 
and  Sally,  Mrs.  William  G.  Quimby,  of  Wye 
Mills. 

L.  C.  Smith  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del., 
November  12,  1844,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  was  sent  to  the  neighboring  school  to 
acquire  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches. 
He  was  deprived  of  his  fond  mother’s  love  and 
care  when  he  was  a little  lad  of  scarcely  nine 
years.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  worked  fora  com- 
mission merchant  about  six  months.  He  then 
returned  to  Delaware,  where  he  clerked  in  a store 
for  about  three  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  Tal- 
bot County,  living  first  in  Easton  district,  then 
removed  to  the  fourth  district,  where  he  has  re- 
mained since.  In  1890  he  purchased  his  present 
place  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  resided  here. 
He  takes  considerable  interest  in  politics,  and  at 
one  time  was  candidate  forjudge  of  the  orphans’ 
court. 

April  25,  1883,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  and 
Annie  Merrick  took  place  at  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  For  several  years  she  had 
been  a very  successful  teacher  and  in  1897  she 
was  honored  by  the  county  school  commissioner 
in  being  appointed  to  serve  as  a trustee  of  a dis- 
trict school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents 
of  three  bright,  interesting  children,  Mabel,  How- 
ard and  William  M. 

— —>—4 — — 

ILLIAM  F.  RUSSELL.  The  importance 
to  a community  of  a safe,  conservative  bank 
can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  To  a town 
it  is  a promoter  of  prosperity;  to  the  people  it 
affords  a secure  place  for  the  deposit  of  their  earn- 
ings. Of  the  banks  of  the  Eastern  Shore  one  of 
the  most  substantial  is  the  Kent  County  Savings 
Bank  of  Chestertown,  established  July  1,  1893. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  started  during  a 
dark  period  of  our  nation’s  financial  history, 
when  on  every  hand  banks  were  suspending  and 
the  faith  of  the  people  in  their  stability  was  wa- 
vering, from  the  first  it  has  met  with  success.  It 
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does  business  upon  a capital  stock  of  $20,000,  and 
has  on  its  list  of  depositors  many  of  the  principal 
business  men  of  the  place. 

A native  of  the  town  where  he  now  resides, 
Mr.  Russell  was  born  November  7,  1867.  He  is 
a son  of  T.  Waters  Russell,  who  for  twenty  years 
served  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners and  is  a prominent  Democrat.  William 
F.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Wash- 
ington College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1889. 
Afterward  he  became  a student  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  but  after  a 
time  left  the  school  in  order  to  enter,  as  deputy, 
the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  Kent  County.  He 
remained  in  that  position  for  three  years  and  then 
resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  cashiership  of  the 
savings  bank. 

February  1,  1893,  Mr-  Russell  married  Allie  E. 
Shuster,  and  they  have  two  children,  William  F., 
Jr.,  and  Carmeta.  Fraternally  Mr.  Russell  holds 
connection  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Hepta- 
sophs,  in  the  work  of  which  organization  he 
takes  an  interest.  He  attends  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  of  Chestertown  and  contrib- 
utes to  its  maintenance,  as  well  as  to  projects 
having  for  their  object  the  advancement  of  the 
people  and  the  promotion  of  the  local  welfare. 


HARLES  A.  CHIPLEY,  general  freight 
agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  a beautiful 
country  home  near  Easton,  Talbot  County.  This 
attractive  place,  known  as  the  Anchorage,  was 
formerly  the  property  of  Commodore  Charles 
Lowndes,  of  the  United  States  navy.  The  fine 
mansion  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  lovely 
Miles  River,  a tributary  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
commands  a charming  view  of  the  vicinity.  It 
is  a large  and  picturesque  structure,  furnished  in 
most  refined  and  cultured  style,  and  here  the 
many  friends  of  the  family  are  frequently  enter- 


tained with  true  southern  hospitality  and  good 
cheer.  They  spend  about  six  months  of  the  year 
here,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  passed  in 
their  Philadelphia  home.  Several  yachts  of 
varying  size  afford  great  pleasure  to  the  inmates 
of  this  rural  paradise,  and  many  are  the  delight- 
ful excursions  which  are  carried  out  in  the  course 
of  the  season  for  the  benefit  of  the  guests  and 
members  of  the  household. 

Charles  A.  Chipley  is  a man  of  unusual  ability, 
rare  good  judgment  and  marked  executive  skill. 
He  deserves  great  credit  for  the  success  which  he 
has  accomplished  in  life,  for  it  is  the  result  of 
diligence,  perseverance  in  whatever  he  has  under- 
taken to  do,  and  correct  methods  of  action.  He 
is  a native  of  Virginia,  having  been  born  in  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  February  2,  1836.  He  was 
a student  in  the  public  schools  there  until  he  was 
about  seventeen,  when  he  began  learning  the 
machinist’s  trade.  In  1854  he  entered  the  navy 
and  served  three  years  under  the  government,  re- 
ceiving that  discipline  and  systematic  training 
that  have  been  of  inestimable  value  to  him  in  later 
years.  During  the  war  he  was  a clerk  in  a quar- 
termaster’s department,  and  all  of  these  experi- 
ences were  gradually  moulding  him  into  the 
capable  man  of  business  that  he  has  been  for 
many  years.  It  was  in  the  year  1869  that  he 
entered  the  railroad  employ,  being  a clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  general  freight  agent  of  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio,  and  in  1870  was  promoted  to  be  agent 
for  the  same  corporation  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  In 
1872  he  was  made  assistant  general  freight  agent 
for  the  same  company  in  the  “smoky  city,’’ 
and  resigned  in  1877  in  order  to  accept  a position 
as  general  freight  agent  of  the  Pittsburg  & Lake 
Erie  Railroad,  which  position  he  resigned  in 
1881  to  accept  the  general  agency  of  the  Union 
Line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company. 
Later  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  assistant 
general  freight  agent,  and  finally  became  the 
general  freight  agent.  In  September,  1893,  he 
bought  the  Anchorage,  a place  containing  two 
hundred  and  thirty-four  acres,  and  during  the 
stay  of  his  family  there  he  goes  home  every  Fri- 
day night,  remaining  over  Sunday.  He  is  quite 
independent  of  party  ties  politically,  using  his 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1 86 

franchise  as  he  deems  best  under  existing  circum- 
stances. He  is  a valued  member  of  a cricket 
club  in  Philadelphia,  the  Chesapeake  Yacht  Club, 
of  Easton,  and  many  others  of  note,  and  is  a gen- 
eral favorite  in  society,  on  account  of  his  genial, 
courteous  manners  and  sterling  worth. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chipley  and  Kate  Smith 
De  Camp  was  solemnized  at  the  home  of  her 
father,  Sidney  De  Camp,  in  Washington,  D. 
C.,  December  3,  1859.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them,  but  one  of  the  number  is  deceased. 
Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Sprell,  of  Ridgely 
Park,  Pa.;  Charles  A.,  Jr. , and  Sarah  M.  are  un- 
married and  reside  at  home  with  their  parents. 

The  great-grandfather  of  C.  A.  Chipley,  Joshua 
Chipley  by  name,  came  to  America  from  England 
and  settled  in  Caroline  County,  Md.  He  married 
a Miss  Hunter,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Hunter,  near 
Boonsborough,  Md.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  it  is  supposed  that  his  service 
was  on  behalf  of  the  colonies.  He  left  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Ezekiel,  Joshua, 
Samuel  and  Sarah.  Joshua,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Caroline  County,  Md., 
and  married  a Miss  Howard,  of  Kent  County, 
Del.  She  was  a grand-niece  of  General  Warren. 
The  chief  business  of  Joshua  Chipley  was  the 
manufacture  of  shoes,  and  for  years  he  was  a very 
successful  merchant  in  the  town  of  Boonsborough. 
There  his  four  sons  and  five  daughters  were  born, 
and  the  former  all  followed  in  his  footsteps  in 
their  choice  of  an  occupation.  The  names  of 
these  children  were:  Ezekiel,  James,  Samuel, 
Sabrina,  Francis,  Emiline,  Mahalali,  Elizabeth 
and  Mary  Etta.  The  only  survivors  are  Mahalah 
and  Elizabeth.  Samuel,  the  father  of  C.  A.  Chip- 
ley,  was  born  in  Boonsborough  in  1810.  Early 
in  life  he  went  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  he  met 
and  married  a Miss  Bayliss,  their  union  being 
solemnized  July  4,  1833.  He  conducted  a pros- 
perous business  in  boots  and  shoes  in  Alexandria 
for  a number  of  years,  and  having  a fair  compe- 
tence, retired  to  pass  in  quietude  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  died  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  Like  the  rest  of  the  family  he  was 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  belief. 


DWARD  S.  PHILLIPS,  of  Cambridge,  was 
highly  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  and 
the  Republicans  of  Dorchester  County,  when, 
in  1895,  they  elected  him  to  the  office  of  sheriff. 
He  was  then  the  youngest  officer  of  the  county, 
but  his  youth  has  on  the  whole  been  in  his  favor 
and  certainly  no  one  could  have  a more  creditable 
record  than  he  has  up  to  the  time  of  this  writing. 
His  term  expired  in  the  fall  of  1897,  and  as  ac- 
cording to  the  present  laws  of  Maryland  a sheriff 
cannot  come  up  for  re-election  to  that  office  as 
his  own  successor,  until  after  an  intermission  of 
two  years,  he  will  undoubtedly  be  called  upon  to 
hold  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  efficient,  reliable  and 
noted  for  his  fidelity  and  fairness. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman, 
George  W.  Phillips,  was  a native  of  this  county 
and  died  here  January  31,  1890,  when  in  his 
seventieth  year.  He  was  a much-respected  citi- 
zen and  merchant  and  was  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  George  W.  Phillips  & Son  for  years. 
He  married  Mary  J.  Meekins,  who  is  still  living 
and  is  now  in  her  sixty-sixth  year.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children:  John  H.,  George  M., 
Luther,  Milford,  Edward  S.  and  Oliver  G.,  de- 
ceased. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  n, 
1869411  Hooper’s  Island,  where  he  passed  fourteen 
years  of  his  life,  and  consequently  he  was  but 
twenty-six  years  old  when  he  was  elected  sheriff. 
He  received  a majority  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  votes  over  his  opponent,  Richard  R. 
Percy,  who  is  also  a very  popular  politician.  Mr. 
Phillips  is  recognized  as  an  important  factor  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  deeply 
interested  in  its  success.  He  received  a public- 
school  education  and  when  he  entered  the  business 
world  was  but  fourteen  years  old.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  offered  a clerkship  in  the  store  of  his 
older  brothers,  Luther  and  Milford,  of  Cambridge. 
Later  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  George 
W.  Phillips  & Son,  Cambridge,  dealers  in  general 
merchandise  and  in  supplies  for  oystermen.  Upon 
the  event  of  the  death  of  the  father  he  succeeded  to 
the  management  of  the  entire  business,  and  was 
thus  occupied  from  1884  to  1895,  when  he  was  made 
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sheriff.  He  was  likewise  interested  financially 
with  his  father  in  a livery  establishment  here,  and 
is  now  sole  owner  of  the  same. 

May  8,  1888,  Mr.  Phillips  married  Miss 

Mary  V.  Truitt,  of  Cambridge,  who  was  reared  to 
maturity  here  and  is  a cultured  lady  well  qualified 
to  grace  any  circle  of  society.  Her  parents  are 
John  and  Ella  (Brown)  Truitt,  respected  citizens 
of  this  town.  A little  daughter  came  to  brighten 
the  hearthstone  of  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phillips,  and  to  her  was  given  the  name  of 
Mabel  Alcora. 


EN.  EDMUND  L.  F.  HARDCASTLE.  A 
man’s  reputation  is  the  property  of  the 
world.  The  laws  of  nature  have  forbidden 
isolation.  Every  human  being  submits  to  the 
controlling  influence  of  others,  or  as  a master 
spirit  wields  a power  either  for  good  or  evil  on  the 
masses  of  mankind.  There  can  be  no  impropriety 
in  justly  scanning  the  acts  of  any  man  as  they 
affect  his  public  and  business  relations.  If  he  is 
honest  and  eminent  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor 
investigation  will  brighten  his  fame  and  point  the 
path  that  others  may  follow  with  like  success. 
Among  the  prominent  and  representative  citizens 
of  Talbot  County  General  Hardcastle  stands  pre- 
eminent; he  has  not  only  been  actively  identified 
with  the  interests  of  his  own  community,  but  has 
taken  a leading  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
nation. 

A native  of  Maryland,  the  general  was  born  on 
the  1 8th  of  October,  1824,  in  Denton,  Caroline 
County.  His  father,  Edward  B.  Hardcastle,  was 
a native  of  the  same  county,  and  was  the  only 
son  of  Aaron  Hardcastle,  who  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Thomas  Hardcastle,  of  Castle  Hall,  in  Caroline 
County.  The  father  of  the  last-named  wras.  Robert 
Hardcastle,  a native  of  England,  who  about  1740 
located  in  Caroline  County,  then  a part  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  at  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  Choptank  River.  Our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, Thomas  Hardcastle,  became  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner  and  was  the  father  of  a 


large  family  of  children,  to  each  of  whom, 
with  the  exception  of  his  eldest  son,  Aaron, 
who  had  previously  died,  he  left  a fine  estate. 
He  held  the  rank  of  major  in  the  Maryland 
militia  and  furnished  supplies  and  recruits  to  the 
army  of  the  Revolution  when  at  Brandywine.  A 
younger  brother,  Peter  Hardcastle,  was  a lieu- 
tenant in  a Maryland  line  and  was  in  the  com- 
mand in  the  south,  in  the  Maryland  line,  against 
Cornwallis  during  the  same  struggle.  Aaron 
Hardcastle,  who  was  a farmer,  died  in  early  man- 
hood, leaving  a widow  and  two  children,  a son 
and  a daughter.  The  son,  Edward  B.,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  did  not  receive  any  portion 
of  his  grandfather’s  estate  as  an  inheritance,  and 
was,  therefore,  entirely  dependent  upon  his  own 
efforts.  When  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
tered a store  in  Denton,  Md.,  and  in  time  became 
a successful  merchant.  He  died  in  1843,  about 
three  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  de- 
parted this  life  August  19,  1840.  She  was  Mary 
Ann  Lockwood  in  her  girlhood,  her  parents  be- 
ing Caleb  and  Araminta  (Day)  Lockwood,  of 
Delaware.  For  many  years  her  father  was  en- 
gaged in  the  tanning  business  in  Whitelysburg, 
Md.  Mrs.  Hardcastle  was  born  May  2,  1803. 

The  general  had  four  brothers,  as  follows: 
Addison  L.  was  a merchant  of  St.  Louis  and  died 
in  New  York.  George  Thomas  has  been  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  St.  Louis  and  B0011- 
ville,  Mo.,  for  some  years.  William  R.,  also  a 
merchant  in  early  life  in  St.  Louis,  served  as  a 
private  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  Aaron 
B.  entered  the  regular  army  in  1855,  becoming 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Sixth  Regiment,  United 
States  Infantry,  and  is  now  connected  with 
the  Easton  National  Bank  of  Maryland.  On 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  resigned  his 
position  in  the  regular  army  and  entered  the 
Confederate  service  as  a colonel  under  Sidney 
Johnston,  and  served  as  brigadier-general  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh. 

General  Hardcastle,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Denton,  Md.,  and  obtained  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  that  place.  Subsequently 
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he  entered  West  Point  Military  Academy,  July 
1,  1842,  and  graduated  at  that  institution  fifth 
in  his  class  July  1,  1846.  Among  his  class- 
mates were  some  of  the  most  noted  officers  of 
the  Civil  war  on  both  sides,  including  Gen. 
George  B.  McClellan,  Gen.  John  G.  Foster, 
Francis  F.  Bryan,  who  resigned  his  commission 
in  1861;  Jesse  L.  Reno,  Darius  N.  Couch,  of- 
ficers in  the  Union  army;  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jack- 
son  (Stonewall);  Sturges;  Stoneman;  and  Gen. 
George  G.  Picket,  who  led  the  famous  Confederate 
charge  at  Gettysburg,  and  Gen.  Cadmus  Wilcox, 
Confederates. 

Upon  his  graduation  General  Hardcastle  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers,  his  first  service  being 
on  the  coast  survey.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  was  sent  to  Mexico  to  take  part  in  the 
war  which  was  then  raging.  He  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  March,  1847;  the 
battle  of  Cerro  Gordo;  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Pueblo;  the  battle  of  Churubusco,  August  20, 
1847;  and  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  Sep- 
tembers, 1847.  For  gallantry  and  meritorious 
conduct  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Churubusco  he 
was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  August  20,  1847, 
and  on  the  8th  of  September,  at  the  battle  ot 
Molino  del  Rey,  was  promoted  to  captain.  On 
the  13th  and  14th  of  the  same  month  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  capture  of  Chapultepec  and  the 
City  of  Mexico.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  ordered  to  Washington  to  report  to  the 
colonel  of  his  corps.  In  January,  1849,  he  was 
ordered  to  California  to  serve  on  the  commission 
to  run  the  boundary  line  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States.  From  the  spring  of  1849 
to  the  summer  of  1852  he  was  engaged  upon 
the  work  of  running  the  southern  boundary 
of  California.  From  September  26,  1849,  until 
July  1,  1853,  he  served  as  second  lieutenant  in 
the  topographical  engineer  corps.  In  1852  he 
was  made  engineer-secretary  of  the  light  house 
board,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  United  States 
army,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  valuable 
and  important  services  for  a period  of  four  years, 
until  resigning  his  commission  in  this  service, 
April  30,  1856.  He  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 


gies chiefly  to  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and 
operating  many  valuable  and  desirable  farms. 
He  is  the  largest  land  owner  in  Talbot  County, 
and  is  vice-president  of  the  Easton  National  Bank 
of  Maryland,  an  old  and  flourishing  institution. 

O11  the  29th  of  September,  1853,  General  Hard- 
castle was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  D. 
Hughlett,  of  Easton,  who  died  July  31,  1880. 
Five  sons  were  born  to  them,  namely:  William 
H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Richard, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight;  Thomas  H., 
a resident  of  Denver,  Colo.;  Edward  B.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming;  and  Hughlett,  who  is 
now  pursuing  a medical  course  in  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria. The  general  was  again  married  Febru- 
ary 7,  1882,  his  second  union  being  with  Marga- 
ret F.  Yellott,  of  Baltimore  County,  a daughter 
of  Jeremiah  Yellott,  and  they  have  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Yellott, 
Mary,  Maynadier  and  Margaret,  all  at  home. 
The  general  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

General  Hardcastle  gives  liberal  support  to 
all  worthy  enterprises  which  he  believes  cal- 
culated to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he 
resides.  He  has  been  secretary  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  So- 
ciety since  1858,  and  largely  through  his  in- 
fluence the  Maryland  & Delaware  Railroad 
was  built  from  Ridgely  to  Easton,  and  he 
was  made  president  of  the  road  in  1867.  As 
a Democrat  he  has  taken  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential part  in  political  affairs;  in  i860  he  was 
a delegate  to  the  Democratic  conventions  held 
in  Charleston  and  Baltimore,  and  in  1870  was 
elected  from  Talbot  County  to  the  Maryland  house 
of  delegates.  He  also  represented  his  district  in 
the  state  legislature  in  1878,  and  was  one  of  its 
most  popular  and  distinguished  members.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Aztec  Club,  organized 
by  those  who  participated  in  the  capture  of  the 
City  of  Mexico,  and  is  also  a prominent  member  of 
the  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Gen- 
erals Scott,  Lee,  McClellan,  Grant  and  many 
others,  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  wars 
of  this  country.  Born  to  lead,  his  experience 
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makes  him  a safe  counselor  and  guide.  He  stands 
to-day  in  his  mature  years  a strong  man,  strong 
in  the  consciousness  of  well-spent  years,  strong 
to  plan  and  perform,  strong  in  his  credit  and 
good  name,  and  a worthy  example  for  young 
men  to  pattern  after. 


RANK  C.  MASON,  of  Easton,  Md.,  has 
been  for  many  years  very  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  carriages  here, 
and  has  recently  added  to  this  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness that  of  dealing  in  the  already  manufactured 
vehicles.  He  stands  high  in  the  business,  so- 
cial and  fraternal  circles  of  this  place,  and  is 
considered  one  of  our  truly  representative  men. 
He  is  a prominent  Mason,  having  mastered  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  was  four  times  master 
of  the  blue  lodge,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity,  and  is  also  excellent  scribe  in  the  chap- 
ter. Though  his  father  was  a Republican,  he  is 
a stalwart  Democrat,  but  has  not  been  an  office- 
seeker,  the  only  position  he  has  filled  being  that 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  that  for  one  term  only, 
as  it  was  very  distasteful  to  him. 

Frank  C.  Mason  was  born  in  this  city  February 
8,  1854.  His  father,  William  Mason,  was  also  a 
native  of  this  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
near  Easton  in  1825.  He  was  a son  of  James 
Mason,  who  was  likewise  of  this  county,  but  died 
when  William  was  a child.  The  latter’s  mother, 
formerly  a Miss  Elizabeth  Millington,  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  same  locality  as  was  her  hus- 
band, and  lived  to  be  eightv-three  years  old,  her 
death  taking  place  in  1892.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  one  daughter,  Mahala,  by  his  first 
union.  She  married  Isaac  Dixon  and  both  died 
in  this  county.  James  and  Elizabeth  Mason  had 
three  sons,  John,  William  and  James  Alexander. 
John,  the  only  survivor,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business  in  Easton  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  He  was  a poor  boy  when  he  landed 
here,  but  long  since  became  wealthy  and  influ- 
ential. He  is  president  of  the  Permanent  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  and  vice-president  of 


the  Farmers  and  Merchants’  Bank.  William  was 
a lad  of  fourteen  when  he  walked  from  his  old 
home  to  Easton,  and  obtained  work  in  a carriage 
shop  on  the  site  of  the  large  repository  now 
owned  by  his  son.  He  attended  night  school  and 
made  the  best  of  every  opportunity  that  gave 
promise  of  advancement,  and  in  time  he  won 
prosperity.  He  continued  in  active  pursuits  until 
his  death  in  1879.  He  married  Mary  White,  a 
native  of  Smyrna,  Del.,  and  she  died  in  a few 
years,  leaving  three  children.  Clara,  who  de- 
parted this  life  in  1877,  was  the  wife  of  C.  R. 
Leonard  (now  the  postmaster  of  Easton)  and  the 
mother  of  three  children.  The  brother,  William 
P.,  is  a leading  business  man  of  Philadelphia. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  high 
school  of  this  city,  and  a year’s  course  in  a busi- 
ness college  of  the  Quaker  City,  our  subject  re- 
turned home  and  was  admitted  to  his  father’s  firm 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  soon  became 
conversant  with  every  department  of  the  work, 
and  eventually  succeeded  to  the  whole  superin- 
teudance  of  the  plant.  He  is  a member  of  Christ 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Talbot  County,  and  has  for- 
warded many  local  industries. 

In  1884  Mr.  Mason  and  Lola,  daughter  of 
Thomas  G.  Reynolds,  were  united  in  marriage  in 
this  place.  She  was  a niece  of  ex-Governor 
Reynolds  of  Delaware,  and  her  people  were  quite 
prominent  in  both  Delaware  and  Maryland. 
Three  years  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lola  Mason 
our  subject  married  again.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  was  Anna  Erbaugh,  of  Carroll  County, 
Md.  She  is  highly  educated,  and  for  some  time 
prior  to  their  marriage  was  a successful  teacher 
in  Easton.  Her  brother,  Z.  C.,  is  the  principal 
of  the  schools  of  Reisterstown,  Baltimore  County, 
and  a member  of  the  state  board  of  education. 
Isaac  Newton,  another  brother,  is  professor  of 
mathematics  in  the  City  College,  of  Baltimore. 
George  W.,  a third,  is  principal  of  No.  15  gram- 
mar school,  Baltimore.  Dr.  Irving,  formerly  a 
teacher,  is  now  a practicing  physician  in  the  same 
city.  Albert  is  engaged  in  journalistic  work  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  John  is  011  the  editorial  staff  of 
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the  New  Orleans  Times- Democrat,  and  McKin- 
zie  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Central  Rail- 
road in  Baltimore.  A sister,  Esther,  was  the 
principal  of  the  Catonsville  (Md.)  high  school, 
but  recently  married  Dr.  W.  S.  Love,  of  Balti- 
more; and  Effie,  another  sister,  is  a teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Orangeville,  Baltimore  County.  This 
family  is  remarkable  from  an  educational  point 
of  view,  for  of  the  whole  number,  ten,  there  was 
not  one  but  had  a collegiate  training,  standing  at 
the  head  of  their  classes,  and  afterwards  entered 
some  kind  of  advanced  literary  or  educational 
work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  two  children, 
Clara  and  Frank. 


HON.  THOMAS  W.  JONES,  a director  in  the 
Denton  National  Bank,  is  now  permanently 
located  in  the  town  of  Ridgely,  Caroline 
County,  where  he  owns  a large  estate,  and  has 
for  three  years  past  given  his  entire  attention  to 
the  raising  of  farm  produce,  fruit  especially.  In 
1895  he  was  appointed  to  serve  as  a county 
school  commissioner  by  Governor  Lowndes,  his 
term  running  until  1902.  From  1882  to  1884  he 
was  a member  of  the  state  legislature,  having 
been  elected  upon  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in 
1888  he  was  presidential  elector  on  the  Harri- 
son ticket.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  is 
recognized  as  being  quite  a leader  in  the  party. 
In  the  various  positions  with  which  he  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he  has  ever  ear- 
nestly endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  him  with  fidelity,  promptness  and  a due 
regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  public.  He  is 
a man  who  is  uniformly  upright  in  his  dealings 
with  all,  and  is  above  all  of  the  petty  shortcom- 
ings of  the  ordinary  politician,  whose  chief  end 
and  aim  seem  to  be  his  own  interests,  regardless 
of  those  of  the  people. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman  are 
Dr.  William  and  Emily  C.  (Atkinson)  Jones, 
natives  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Caroline  County, 
respectively.  Their  only  other  child  is  deceased. 
The  doctor  was  noted  for  his  skill  and  acquired 


an  enviable  reputation  as  a practitioner  in  Har- 
rington, Del.,  where  he  resided  for  many  years. 
He  died  March  2,  1896,  loved  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  His  father,  John  Jones,  was 
also  a native  of  the  Quaker  City,  and  was  a very 
successful  physician  of  that  place.  When  he  was 
well  along  in  years  he  turned  his  attention  toward 
the  real-estate  business,  for  he  had  made  exten- 
sive investments,  and  in  this  line  of  commercial 
activity  he  was  also  prospered.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Emily  (Atkinson)  Jones,  Thomas  Atkinson, 
was  born  in  Caroline  County,  and  followed  an 
agricultural  life.  His  father,  Solomon  Atkinson, 
and  his  grandfather,  Aaron  Atkinson,  were  also 
farmers  of  this  county,  the  former  being  a native 
of  this  locality,  but  the  latter  having  been  born 
in  Scotland.  He  came  to  America  in  colonial 
days,  and  settled  in  Maryland  long  before  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  his  home  being  made  in  Caro- 
line County.  The  maternal  great-grandmother 
of  our  subject  was  a Miss  Kenton  in  her  girlhood 
and  our  subject  now  has  in  his  possession  a land 
warrant  made  out  and  signed  by  Lord  Baltimore, 
in  which  certain  tracts  of  land  are  granted  to  his 
maternal  ancestors.  These  treasured  papers  bear 
date  of  1683. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  W.  Jones  took  place  upon 
Christmas  day,  1849,  in  Caroline  County,  and  he 
grew  to  man’s  estate  upon  his  father’s  farm  here. 
His  education  was  pursued  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district  and  when  he  was  eighteen 
he  entered  Denton  Academy,  where  he  remained 
about  two  years.  He  then  spent  a year  at  Dick- 
enson Academy,  Williamsport,  Pa.  Upon  attain- 
ing his  majority,  he  engaged  in  merchandising, 
and  was  thus  occupied  for  the  succeeding  three 
years.  Having  thus  acquired  the  necessary  rudi- 
mentary principles  of  business,  he  went  to  New 
York  City,  and  was  interested  in  conducting  a 
wholesale  commission  store  during  the  following 
eighteen  years.  He  developed  good  executive 
and  financial  ability,  and  amassed  a comfortable 
fortune.  In  1894,  desiring  a change  of  occupation 
and  the  more  quiet  and  restful  life  of  the  country, 
he  returned  to  the  scenes  of  his  youth.  He  owns 
in  the  neighborhood  of  eight  hundred  acres  of 
finely  improved  land  and  makes  a specialty  of 
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growing  fruit.  At  present  he  has  over  six  thou- 
sand bearing  peach  trees  in  excellent  condition. 
The  only  fraternal  organization  with  which  he  is 
identified  is  the  Masonic  order. 

March  20,  1878,  Mr.  Jones  married  Martha 
Furman,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York 
They  have  three  bright,  interesting  children, 
Jessie,  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Aimee. 


NON.  ISAAC  A.  BARBER.  Talbot  County 
has  been  the  home  and  scene  of  labor  of 
many  men  who  have  not  only  led  lives  which 
should  serve  as  an  example  to  those  who  come 
after  them,  but  have  also  been  of  important  service 
to  their  county  and  state  through  various  ave- 
nues of  usefulness.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progress- 
ive citizens  of  Easton,  not  only  occupies  a prom- 
inent position  in  the  business  world,  but  is  also  a 
recognized  leader  in  political  affairs,  and  has  done 
much  to  advance  the  general  interests  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Barber  was  born  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1852,  in  Salem  County,  N.  J.,  of  which  state  his 
father,  John  W.  Barber,  was  also  a native.  The 
family  have  for  generations  been  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  His  literary  education  was 
acquired  in  its  schools,  and  he  later  entered 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1872,  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  He  at  first  opened  an  office  in  Woods- 
town,  N.  J. , but  a year  later  came  to  Easton, 
where  for  fifteen  years  he  successfully  engaged  in 
practice.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  had  be- 
come interested  in  business  affairs  and  has  since 
engaged  in  milling.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  Farmers  & Merchants’  Bank  for  three  years, 
and  has  also  devoted  some  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  In  his  undertakings  he  has  met 
with  a well-deserved  success,  and  is  now  account- 
ed one  of  the  most  substantial  and  prosperous 
business  men  of  the  city. 

In  1878  Dr.  Barber  was  united  in  marriage  to 


Miss  Nellie  V.  Collison  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children:  Ethel,  deceased;  Earl ; Emma,  de- 
ceased; and  Nellie.  Since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority Dr.  Barber  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  political  affairs,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  prominent  members  of  the  Repub- 
ican  party  in  Talbot  County.  In  1891  he  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  delegate  to  the 
state  legislature,  but  was  defeated.  In  1893  he 
was  a candidate  for  senator  but  was  defeated,  and 
in  1895  was  elected  delegate  to  that  position,  and 
the  following  year,  1896,  was  chosen  a member  of 
congress,  being  the  first  Republican  ever  elected 
in  his  district.  He  is  a sturdy  American  in  char- 
acter and  a stalwart  patriot,  has  the  strongest  at- 
tachment to  our  free  institutions  andis  ever  will- 
ing to  make  any  personal  sacrifice  for  the  public 
good.  He  is  an  untiring  worker  in  anything  he 
undertakes,  and  an  able  organizer  in  both  the  busi- 
ness and  political  world.  It  is  our  duty  to  mark 
our  appreciation  of  such  a man — a man  true  to 
every  relation  of  life,  faithful  to  every  trust,  a 
statesman  diligent  in  the  service  of  his  country 
and  seeking  only  the  public  good. 


HRIAH  F.  SHOCKLY  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Coulbourn  district, 
Worcester  County,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
life-long  resident.  He  is  the  owner  of  six  hundred 
acres  of  excellent  land,  a large  portion  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to  his  agri- 
cultural operations  he  carries  on  a lumber  bus- 
iness. His  sympathies  have  always  been  given 
to  the  Democratic  party  and  he  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles.  For  one  term  of  two 
years  (1871-73)  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners;  in  1888-89  he 
was  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  at  this  writing  he 
is  supervisor  of  elections. 

In  the  district  where  he  now  resides  Mr. 
Shockly  was  born  November  8,  1831,  a son  of 
Peter  and  Nancy  (Lokey)  Shockly,  also  natives 
of  Worcester  County.  He  was  one  of  twelve 
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children,  of  whom  those  besides  himself  now 
living  are  named  as  follows:  Lorenzo  D. , Henry 
B.,  William  J.,  Benjamin  T.  and  Rebecca.  His 
grandfather,  William  Shockly,  who  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Worcester  County  and  a large  farmer  and 
lumberman,  was  a son  of  William  Shockly,  Sr. , a 
farmer  in  this,  his  native  county.  The  great- 
great- grandfather,  Richard  Shockly,  was  a native 
of  England  and  emigrated  to  America  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  in  which  conflict  the  family  had  its 
representatives  on  the  colonial  side. 

The  lines  of  work  in  which  his  ancestors  en- 
gaged, farming  and  lumbering,  our  subject  has 
followed  throughout  his  active  life,  and  has  met 
with  success  financially.  December  14,  1854,  he 
married  Julia  A.  Tilghman,  a native  of  Wicomico 
County  (what  was  at  one  time  a part  of  Worcester 
County),  and  a daughter  of  Joshua  Tilghman. 
The  children  born  of  this  union  are  named  as 
follows:  Peter  S. , Emily  J. , Joshua  J.  W.,  Uriah 
D.  C.  and  Clarence  L.  Among  the  people  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  throughout  life,  Mr. 
Shock!}'  is  regarded  as  a man  of  noble  character, 
excellent  attainments  and  generous  heart,  one 
who  has  done  well  in  business,  and  who  is  entitled 
to  recognition  among  the  public-spirited  men  of 
his  community. 


ILLIAM  S.  RICHARDSON,  whose  home, 
known  as  the  Vanderbilt  farm,  as  it  was 
formerly  owned  by  Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
of  New  York,  is  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and 
prosperous  business  men  of  Brinkley’s  district, 
Somerset  County.  He  manages  this  place,  which 
comprises  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  in 
addition  to  this,  is  an  extensive  manufacturer  of 
ice  cream  and  is  one  of  the  largest  planters  and 
packers  of  oysters  in  this  portion  of  the  Eastern 
Shore. 

The  Richardson  family  is  of  English  origin. 
Our  subject’s  grandfather,  William  Richardson, 
was  a native  of  Worcester  County,  and  was  an 
agriculturist  there  until  his  death,  at  a good  old 


age.  His  son,  Littleton,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  spent  his  whole  life  in  Worcester 
County  on  his  farm.  He  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  and  was  to  some  extent  interested  in  the 
oyster  fisheries  in  the  bay.  He  was  quite  active 
as  a Democratic  politician.  His  death  occurred 
when  he  was  in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  The 
mother  of  William  S.  Richardson  was  Harriet  E., 
daughter  of  Edward  Scarborough,  a very  wealthy 
and  prominent  Virginian,  who  owned  the  beauti- 
ful mansion  styled  Scarborough  Castle,  located 
near  Snow  Hill.  Mrs.  Harriet  Richardson  was 
born  in  Maryland  and  spent  her  girlhood  in  the 
aforesaid  castle.  She  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
good  health  and  lives  in  Snow  Hill  with  her 
grandchildren.  She  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, only  four  of  whom  survive,  viz.:  Matilda, 
Mrs.  Z.  P.  Duffey;  Asher,  who  owns  an  im- 
mense ranch  in  Texas;  William  S.,  and  Virginia, 
wife  of  F.  B.  Nash,  of  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

William  S.  Richardson  was  born  near  Snow 
Hill,  Worcester  County,  in  1858,  and  when  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  Baltimore  and 
for  a few  years  was  employed  in  a retail  grocery 
there.  At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he  went  upon 
the  road  as  a traveling  salesman,  for  the  tobacco 
house  of  Johnson  & Davis.  At  the  end  of  about 
four  years  of  this  life  he  located  in  Shelltown, 
Md.,  where  he  was  in  a mercantile  business  two 
years.  In  1882  he  came  to  his  present  home  near 
Marion  Station  and  has  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  farming  chiefly.  He  has  been  very 
successful  as  a packer  and  planter  of  oysters  and 
his  ice-cream  plant  has  a capacity  of  three  hundred 
gallons  per  day. 

In  1879  Mr.  Richardson  married  Miss  Ella 
Hall  Long,  daughter  of  Edwin  M.  Long,  of 
Kingston.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  merchants 
and  farmers  of  that  section  and  his  beautiful 
home  adjoins  that  of  Senator  George  R.  Dennis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  have  seven  children, 
viz.:  Eva  L.,  Newman  C.,  Ruth,  Pauline,  Green- 
field, Harriet  Agnes  and  Ella  Caroline. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Richardson  is 
a Democrat  of  the  independent  order,  as  he  does 
not  permit  himself  to  be  bound  to  party  rule. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Junior  Order  of  Am- 
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erican  Mechanics,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  to  the  Heptasophs.  He  has  long 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  for  several  years  has  been  one  of  the 
board  of  stewards. 


OHN  C.  SUTTON  holds  the  position  of  agent 
at  Blacks  Station,  Kent  County,  on  the 
Baltimore  & Delaware  Bay  Railroad,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  been  employed  since  1887. 
As  a representative  of  the  railroad  company,  he 
is  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  employers,  ener- 
getic in  business  transactions,  keen  and  capable, 
and  justly  merits  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 
His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  present  home  and  he  has  formed  many 
warm  friendships  among  the  people. 

On  a farm  near  his  present  place  of  residence, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1864.  He 
is  a son  of  John  C.  Sutton,  Sr.,  who  was  born 
near  Lynch’s,  Kent  County,  grew  to  manhood 
upon  a plantation  there  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  the  occupation  of  a farmer.  Prospered  in  his 
undertakings,  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  as  well  as  a number 
of  slaves.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  and 
was  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  his  party.  He  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
for  many  years  held  the  office  of  senior  warden. 
At  all  times  he  maintained  a deep  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  church  and  its  prosperity.  His  death 
occurred  in  1892,  when  he  was  sixty-five  years  of 
age. 

The  first  marriage  of  John  C.  Sutton,  Sr., 
united  him  with  Annie  Spencer.  Eight  children 
were  born  of  the  union,  of  whom  six  are  now  liv- 
ing. They  are:  John  C.,  Jr.,  Carrie  F.,  Annie 
S.,  William  C.,  B.  S.  and  George  W.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  about  1876.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Sutton  united  him  with  Elizabeth 
Heighe,  and  four  children  came  to  bless  the 
union.  Three  are  now  living;  J.  Wilson,  Susan 
E-  and  Gilpin, 


The  early  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
spent  on  a farm  near  Blacks.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  and  the  information  there 
obtained  has  been  supplemented  by  thoughtful 
reading  of  newspapers  and  books.  During  youth 
he  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  place. 
In  1887  he  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Blacks, 
in  which  position  he  has  since  been  retained. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  locality,  doing  all 
within  his  power  to  advance  the  success  of  this 
political  organization.  For  some  time  he  has 
been  its  representative  to  the  state  conventions 
held  in  Baltimore.  Not  only  in  local  affairs,  but 
in  those  pertaining  to  the  state  as  well,  he  has 
maintained  an  interest,  and  his  influence  has 
been  felt  in  many  places.  As  every  citizen  should, 
he  keeps  interested  in  and  informed  concerning 
the  great  issues  before  the  people  of  to-day,  and 
upon  all  these  momentous  questions  he  has 
decided  opinions.  In  religious  belief  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Episcopal  Church. 


ICHOLAS  B.  KIRBY.  The  entire  life  of 
this  gentleman  has  been  passed  at  his  present 
place  of  residence,  and  he  has  gained  a large 
acquaintance  among  the  people  of  the  county  of 
Queen  Anne’s.  The  farm  which  he  cultivates  is 
the  estate  upon  which  his  father  settled  and  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  places  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict. It  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
overlooking  the  waters  of  the  Eastern  Bay,  and 
bearing  the  improvements  that  mark  a model 
farm. 

Upon  this  farm  he  was  born  December  14, 
1830,  being  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Carville) 
Kirby.  His  father,  who  was  a son  of  Nicholas 
Kirby,  an  Englishman,  was  born  on  Kent  Island 
about  1781,  and  in  boyhood  learned  the  ship- 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in  early 
manhood,  building  and  selling  boats.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  a daughter  and  two 
sons,  the  younger  son,  John  D. , being’represented 
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elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  daughter,  Re- 
becca, became  the  wife  of  William  H.  Walters, 
by  whom  she  had  a daughter,  now  the  wife  of 
James  McGuire,  of  Centreville. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  the  management 
of  the  farm  and  the  support  of  the  family  fell  upon 
our  subject,  and  this  trust  he  nobly  discharged, 
caring  for  his  mother  until  her  death  several 
years  after  that  of  his  father.  In  January,  1854, 
he  married  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Edward 
Hopkins,  the  granddaughter  of  James  Hopkins, 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day  in  this  county. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  one 
died  in  infancy,  and  those  living  are:  Florence 
and  Edward,  the  latter  a resident  of  Queenstown. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  February, 
1894. 

The  cares  of  business  and  the  management  of 
his  property  interests  prevent  Mr.  Kirby  from 
giving  public  matters  the  attention  he  would 
otherwise.  However,  he  keeps  posted  concerning 
the  issues  of  the  age,  by  the  perusal  of  news- 
papers and  current  periodicals.  He  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party  and  his  vote 
to  the  candidates  pledged  to  uphold  these  prin- 
ciples. 


NON.  FRANK  G.  WRIGHTSON,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Bay  Hundred  district,  Tal- 
bot County,  represented  this  county  as  a 
member  of  the  house  of  delegates  for  one  term, 
having  been  elected  in  the  fall  of  1893.  Four 
years  later,  in  1897,  he  was  a candidate  for  the 
responsible  position  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
for  Talbot  County,  and  was  elected  to  the  office. 
He  has  always  been  a recognized  factor  in  local 
Democratic  party  politics  since  he  became  a voter, 
and  in  1886-87  was  tax  collector  for  the  county, 
and  in  1892  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to 
serve  upon  the  state  live-stock  sanitary  board,  of 
which  body  he  was  the  president. 

The  Wrightson  family  is  a very  old  one  in 
Maryland  and  dates  back  to  1650  here.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Francis 
Wrightson,  a native  of  this  district.  He  was  a 


wealthy  man,  owning  large  tracts  of  land  and 
numerous  slaves.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  for  many 
years  was  justice  of  the  peace.  Up  to  the  time  of 
Jackson  he  was  a Federalist  in  his  political  faith. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
October  24,  1825.  He  was  a son  of  James  W.,  a 
farmer,  and  grandson  of  Francis  Wrightson. 

William  L.  Wrightson,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  011a  Clay  Neck  farm,  December  11, 
1813,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood,  receiving  a 
general  education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  be- 
gan serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  four  years,  and  then 
started  out  upon  his  own  independent  career.  He 
was  occupied  in  his  chosen  vocation  for  over 
twenty-one  years,  and  in  1872  bought  the  place 
called  Sherwood’s  farm,  some  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  on  which  is  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  this  section.  In  former  years  he  was  a Whig, 
but  later  became  affiliated  with  the  Democracy. 
In  1857  he  was  appointed  as  a magistrate,  serving 
for  two  years,  and  in  1861  was  elected  high 
sheriff  of  Talbot  County.  He  died  December  4, 
1897,  and  had  he  lived  a week  longer  would  have 
reached  his  eighty-fourth  birthday  anniversary. 
He  was  noted  for  his  remarkable  memory  and 
could  give  the  dates  and  a correct  account  of  any- 
thing that  had  transpired  within  his  lifetime  and 
had  come  under  his  observation.  He  was  justly 
esteemed  one  of  the  best  natural  historians  within 
the  county,  and  recalled  many  interesting  incidents 
of  the  people  and  events  of  his  early  days.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Mary  E.  German,  of  Baltimore,  and 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  October  4,  1849. 
She  died  May  1,  1885,  and  left  five  children  to 
mourn  her  loss.  Dr.  James  T.  is  a physician  of 
Newark,  N.  J.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  H. 
Thompson.  Joshua  G.  still  remains  upon  the 
old  home  place  and  looks  after  affairs  there. 
Sarah  D.  is  the  widow  of  Frank  E.  Caulk. 

Born  October  28,  1850,  Frank  G.  Wrightson  is 
the  eldest  child  of  his  parents.  From  boyhood  he 
learned  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  farm  with 
quickness  and  ability,  and  learned  many  useful 
and  practical  lessons.  He  has  always  lived  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  this  district,  save  when  he 
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was  attending  Calvert  College,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  education.  For  the  greater  part  of  his 
mature  life  he  has  followed  the  tilling  of  the  soil, 
the  sole  exception  being  for  a few  months  in 
1873,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Lancaster  County,  Va.  He  is  one  of  the 
rising  young  men  of  the  county,  and  his  honesty 
of  purpose  and  straightforwardness  of  character 
make  him  deservedly  popular. 

November  28,  1877,  Mr.  Wrightsou  married 
Annie  R.  Dawson,  by  whom  he  has  had  eight 
children.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows: 
Minnie  Lowe,  Helen  Dawson,  Frank  G.,  Jr., 
William  V.,  Madge  S.,  George  D.,  Anna  Marie 
and  James  T. 


NON.  LEVI  D.  TRAVERS.  There  are  few 
of  the  interests  of  Dorchester  County  with 
which  the  name  of  Judge  Travers  has  not 
been  associated.  A life-long  resident  of  Parsons 
Creek  district,  he  has  many  warm  friends  among 
the  people  with  whom  he  has  so  long  dwelt.  In 
financial  matters  he  has  been  especially  fortu- 
nate and  is  now  well-to-do.  His  property  hold- 
ings include  a large'number  of  lots  and  buildings 
in  Cambridge,  also  about  four  thousand  acres  on 
Taylor’s  Island  and  vicinity.  He  assisted  in  the 
founding  of  the  Cambridge  National  Bank  and 
has  been  one  of  its  directors  for  the  past  sixteen 
years. 

Judge  Travers  is  a descendant  of  the  English 
branch  of  the  Travers  family,  who  were  of  the 
aristocracy.  The  founder  of  the  American  line 
came  to  this  country  very  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century^.  The  great-great -grandfather  of  the  judge, 
Henry  Travers,  came  from  England  as  a school 
teacher  and  educator  and  became  one  of  Lord 
Baltimore’s  county  justices;  was  several  times  a 
member  of  the  colonial  legislature  of  Maryland 
between  1750  and  1760,  and  was  also  a colonel  of 
Maryland  militia  antecedent  to  the  American 
Revolution.  He  married,  either  here  or  in  Eng- 
land, Elizabeth  Smith,  and  lived  to  an  advanced 
age.  His  son,  also  named  Henry,  married  Jane 


Brohawti.  Owing  to  the  intermarriage  of  his 
Travers  ancestors  with  the  Geoghegan,  Le 
Compte,  Dove  and  Spedden  families,  our  subject 
is  slightly  of  Irish,  French  and  Scotch  extraction. 

His  grandfather,  John  C.  Travers,  was  a native 
of  Taylor’s  Island,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
carrying  on  an  extensive  business  as  a planter, 
vessel  builder  and  owner,  and  proprietor  of  a mer- 
cantile store.  In  the  public  life  of  the  community 
he  was  an  active  factor.  He  died  when  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  Mary  (Dove)  Travers,  was 
a woman  of  beautiful  character,  gentle  and  refined, 
yet  possessing  pluck  and  energy.  During  the  war 
of  1812,  when  one  of  their  vessels  was  captured  by 
the  British  fleet,  she  boarded  the  British  admiral’s 
boat  and  persuaded  him  to  surrender  to  her  the 
boat  he  had  captured.  In  her  family  were  two 
sons,  our  subject’s  father  and  William  D.,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  a merchant,  planter  and  slave 
holder  on  Taylor’s  Island.  The  grandfather  be- 
longed to  the  local  militia  and  during  the  war  of 
1812  assisted  in  capturing  one  of  the  British 
boats. 

Levi  D.  Travers,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  Taylor’s  Island,  of  which  he  became  the 
most  prominent  resident,  being  a successful  mer- 
chant, large  planter  and  money  loaner.  He 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born,  and  here  he  died  when  forty-six  years  of 
age.  His  wife,  Prudence,  was  a daughter  of 
Robert  Spedden  and  Elizabeth  (n6e  Taylor),  the 
former  of  Scotch  extraction  and  for  years  a suc- 
cessful farmer  in  the  northern  part  of  Dorchester 
County.  Mrs.  Travers  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a woman  of 
kind  and  benevolent  character.  She  died  when 
forty-one  years  of  age,  leaving  seven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  Martha  Jane, 
the  second  in  the  family,  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
John  F.  Chaplain,  D.  D. , formerly  of  Talbot  Coun- 
ty, but  now  deceased.  Julia  Ann  married  Rev. 
Benjamin  Douglas  Dashiell,  a distinguished  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 
for  thirty  years  and  one  of  the  leading  members 
and  presiding  elder  of  the  Texas  conference  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1883.  His  grandfather 
Douglas  was  once  owner  of  Frederick  Douglas, 


5 


202 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


who  took  his  name  from  his  master’s  family.  His 
son,  Levi  I).  Dashiell,  is  now  speaker  in  the  Texas 
state  legislature.  SophiaS.,  Mrs.  William  Keene, 
died  at  fifty-two  years  and  left  several  children. 
Eliza  E.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Keene,  of  Par- 
sons Creek  district.  Frances  A.  married  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin L.  Smith,  also  of  this  district;  William  M., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  was  not  only  a 
successful  merchant,  but  also  one  of  the  leading 
public  men  of  Dorchester  County,  but  while  wield- 
ing large  influence  in  political  circles,  he  would 
never  accept  office  for  himself. 

The  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occurred 
on  Taylor’s  Island  November  2 1,  1828.  Hisedu- 
cational  advantages  were  excellent,  for  he  at- 
tended the  best  schools  of  the  county  and  Balti- 
more City,  as  well  as  Dickinson  College  in  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  His  early  ambition  directed  his  studies 
toward  preparation  for  the  ministry,  but  having  a 
large  estate  to  superintend,  he  decided  that  it 
would  be  best  not  to  enter  the  itinerant  service. 
However,  he  accepted  a local  preacher’s  license, 
which  did  not  prevent  his  oversight  of  his  prop- 
erty. He  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South,  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
its  work. 

Twice  our  subject  was  elected  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court,  and  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Carroll  to  fill  a vacancy  that  occurred  in  the  office 
of  the  chief  justice.  In  1877  he  was  appointed 
one  of  three  commissioners  of  public  schools,  and 
from  1880  to  1895  he  served  as  president  of  the 
board.  At  the  legislative  session  of  1877  he  was 
elected  a chaplain  of  the  senate.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  legislature  and  his  name 
was  presented  as  a candidate  for  speaker,  but  he 
was  defeated.  While  in  the  house  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  temperance  committee,  also  of  the 
committee  on  labor,  and  was  a member  of  the 
committees  on  education  and  federal  relations.  He 
leads  a busy  life  and  manages  the  estate  with  care 
and  profit.  He  also  serves  others  as  administra- 
tor and  trustee  in  chancery  and  for  insolvent 
debts.  For  several  years  he  was  president  of  a 
fire  insurance  company  of  his  county,  and  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  nearly  ten  years,  a director  in 
the  Peninsula  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 


Judge  Travers  married  Eliza  Jane,  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  uncle,  William  D.  Travers.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children,  but  four  of 
these  died  in  childhood.  Levi  Dickinson,  the  only 
surviving  son,  is  a farmer  on  Taylor's  Island, 
and  married  Miss  Aline  F.  Richardson,  daughter 
of  James  Richardson,  of  Dorchester  County. 
Manie  Eugenia  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Jacob  L. 
Noble,  of  Preston,  Caroline  County;  and  Augusta 
Williams  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Pretty- 
man,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  now 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  mercantile  business 
at  Taylor’s  Island. 


DWARD  LUSBY,  an  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  living  in  the  fourth  district 
_ of  Kent  County,  was  born  December  6, 
1864,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns.  His  father, 
John  Lusby,  was  also  a native  of  Kent  County, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  here.  He  started  on  his 
business  career  empty  handed,  but  by  his  indus- 
try and  enterprise  continually  improved  his  finan- 
cial condition  and  won  prosperity,  owning  two 
good  farms  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
man  of  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance, 
and  though  failure  twice  overtook  him  he  resumed 
his  labors  with  renewed  courage  and  ultimately 
reached  the  goal  of  success.  He  took  quite  an 
active  interest  in  politics  and  was  a stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  Democracy.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Massilon,  and  was  a native  of 
Kent  County.  She  died  when  about  forty-five 
years  of  age,  leaving  a family  of  five  children, 
namely:  William  and  Clay,  who  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Kent  County;  Edward, 
of  this  review;  Herbert,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Kent  County;  and  Ella  E.,  who  completes 
the  family. 

Edward  Lusby,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  remained  on  the  old  homestead  until  after 
his  father’s  death,  and  then  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs.  It  was  his  playground  in  boy- 
hood and  has  been  the  scene  of  his  struggles  and 
successes  in  manhood.  He  owns  here  three  hun- 
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dred  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  is  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  all 
the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a model  farm 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  ap- 
pearance of  the  place  indicate  his  careful  super- 
vision. 

Mr.  Lusby  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lydia  Jacobs,  a native  of  Kent  County,  and  they 
now  have  three  interesting  children:  Raymond, 
and  Lynwood  and  Harry  Clay,  twins.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lusby  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
this  locality  and  have  a large  circle  of  friends. 
He  is  an  active  and  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democracy,  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 


delphia,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1875.  Sub- 
sequent to  his  graduation,  for  three  years  he 
practiced  with  his  father,  and  since  then  has  been 
alone. 

October  12,  1877,  Dr.  Jones  went  to  Horn- 
town,  Va.,  where  he  remained  about  eighteen 
months,  and  from  there  he  returned  to  Worcester 
County,  settling  in  Stockton,  where  in  1882  he 
married  Miss  Lillie  Irwin,  daughter  of  A.  D. 
Irwin,  then  of  Philadelphia,  but  now  a resident 
of  Snow  Hill.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Dr. 
Jones  moved  to  Snow  Hill,  and  here  he  and  his 
wife,  with  their  two  children,  Ellen  E.  and 
Charles  Irwin,  have  a pleasant  home.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Medical  and  Cliirurgical  Faculty 
of  Maryland  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  profession  in  which  he 
is  engaged. 


|""^AUL  JONES,  M.  D.,  stands  at  the  head  of 
IS  the  medical  profession  in  Worcester  Coun- 
^ ty.  Not  only  has  he  been  successful  as  a 
physician,  but  in  surgery  he  has  also  won  a well- 
merited  reputation  for  skill.  In  the  diagnosis  of 
disease  he  is  careful,  accurate  and  painstaking, 
and  in  treatment  skillful  and  prompt.  As  a citi- 
zen, too,  he  has  been  actively  identified  with 
many  important  enterprises  and  has  been  a con- 
spicuous factor  in  the  public  affairs  of  Snow 
Hill,  his  place  of  residence.  In  the  municipality 
of  Snow  Hill  he  is  a councilman  and  as  such  has 
been  active  in  introducing  improvements,  partic- 
ularly the  water  works,  built  in  1897.  His  in- 
fluence is  strong  among  the  Democrats,  not  only 
of  the  county,  but  also  of  the  first  judicial  and 
congressional  district. 

At  Newark,  eight  miles  from  Snow  Hill,  Dr. 
Jones  was  born  October  24,  1851,  being  a son  of 
Charles  P.  Jones,  M.  D.,  who  is  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine,  though  now  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  The  family  moved  to  Snow 
Hill  when  Paul  was  a boy  of  twelve  and  after- 
ward for  a number  of  years  he  attended  the  city 
schools.  I11  young  manhood  he  entered  his  fa- 
ther’s office  as  a student,  having  decided  to  enter 
the  medical  profession,  and  later  he  took  a course 
of  lectures  in  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Phila- 


0TEVENSON CONSTABLE.  There  are 
few  families  of  Kent  County  better  known 
lyj  than  the  Constable  family  and  few  men  more 
highly  honored  in  its  citizenship  than  the  late 
Stevenson  Constable.  In  character  energetic 
and  progressive,  yet  unassuming  and  modest,  he 
wielded  a large  influence  among  his  neighbors 
and  especially  in  agricultural  circles.  His  suc- 
cess as  a farmer  was  due  to  the  judgment  he  ex- 
ercised in  even  the  smallest  details  connected 
with  the  management  of  his  place.  Believing  in 
the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  “No  pains,  no  gains,’’ 
he  labored  indefatigably  to  secure  the  best  im- 
provements and  the  highest  cultivation  of  his 
land,  and  this  object  he  attained,  for  his  place, 
situated  four  miles  from  Chestertown,  became 
known  as  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  July  ix,  1839,  and  was  a son  of  John  S. 
Constable.  He  had  one  brother,  William  R. , 
who  is  a prominent  commission  merchant  of  Bal- 
timore and  resides  in  that  city.  Stevenson  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county, 
which  he  attended  during  the  winter  months 
when  a boy.  On  arriving  at  manhood  he  em- 
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barked  in  farming,  "which  occupation  he  made 
his  life  work.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  place,  he  occupied  a number  of  public  positions, 
including  the  office  of  county  commissioner,  which 
he  held  for  several  years.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  gave  his  influence  and  ballot  to  the  support 
of  candidates  pledged  to  its  principles.  He  some- 
times served  as  a judge  of  election.  In  church 
matters  he  was  also  influential,  and  as  vestryman 
he  long  served  the  congregation  of  St.  Paul’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Before  old  age 
came  to  him,  and  while  he  still  retained  the  pos- 
session of  every  power  undimmed,  he  was  called 
from  earth,  March  26,  1893. 

The  lady  who  remained  the  faithful  helpmate 
of  Mr.  Constable  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
death  was  in  maidenhood  Alice  A.  Reiley,  a native 
of  Kent  County.  She  was  the  daughter  of  C.  M. 
and  Clementina  (Beck)  Reiley,  who  resided  upon 
a farm  in  this  count}',  and  a granddaughter  of 
John  and  Sophia  Beck,  also  of  this  county.  She 
was  a cousin  of  the  late  Dr.  Beck  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  family,  of  whom  she  is  the  sole  sur- 
viving representative.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Mrs.  Constable  removed  to  Chestertown, 
where  she  has  since  made  her  home.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  popular 
both  in  religious  circles  and  in  general  society. 
Her  family  consists  of  two  daughters  and  two 
sons,  namely:  M.  Blanche,  who  resides  with  her 

mother;  Harriet  Lillian,  wife  of  T.  Arthur  Skir- 
ven,  who  is  connected  with  the  South  Side  Rail- 
road, in  Chicago;  John  Stevenson,  who  married 
Estella  Stephens  and  resides  in  Baltimore;  and 
Horace  B. , who  attended  Washington  College  for 
four  years. 


ILLIAM  H.  JACKSON,  a prominent 
merchant  and  citizen  of  Salisbury,  and 
brother  of  ex -Governor  E.  E.  Jackson,  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  which  is  known  far  and  near 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  under  the  style  of  Jack- 
sou  Brothers  Company.  They  are  extensive 


dealers  in  lumber  and  have  three  large  planing- 
mills  in  this  place,  No.  1 and  2 being  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  box  shooks,  etc.,  while  No. 
3,  the  largest  mill  of  the  kind  in  the  south,  turns 
out  flooring,  ceiling  and  finishing  lumber.  The 
several  mills  are  equipped  with  the  latest  and 
most  improved  machinery  and  appliances.  In 
1891  the  firm  of  the  Jackson  Lumber  Company 
of  Alabama  was  organized,  with  our  subject  as 
president.  The  firm  owns  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres  of  timber  land 
in  that  tate. 

The  history  of  the  remarkable  prosperity  and 
rise  in  the  financial  world  of  the  Jackson  brothers 
is  given  at  considerable  length  in  the  sketch  of  the 
eldest  of  the  four,  ex-Governor  E.  E.  Jackson, 
which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
William  H.  Jackson  was  born  October  13,  1839, 
in  what  is  now  called  Wicomico  County,  his  par- 
ents being  Hugh  and  Sarah  (Humphreys)  Jack- 
son.  For  a few  years  he  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  in  1867  became  a member  of 
the  old  firm  of  E.  E.  Jackson  & Co.,  dealers  in 
grain,  lumber  and  general  merchandise  in  Sal- 
isbury. As  the  years  passed  the  business  grew 
to  large  proportions  and  in  1875  a branch  rail- 
road and  mills  were  established  by  the  firm  in 
Nansemond  County,  Va.,  and  in  Gates  County, 
N.  C.  The  firm  of  E.  E.  Jackson  & Co.  was 
dissolved  in  1889  by  mutual  consent  of  the  broth- 
ers, as  the  whole  trade  was  too  gigantic  to  be 
properly  managed  under  one  title.  W.  H.  Jack- 
son  & Son  took  charge  of  the  Salisbury  business 
and  the  mills  and  railroad  in  Virginia  and  still 
conduct  that  part  of  the  enterprise.  April  1,  1894, 
the  new  firm  of  Jackson  Brothers  Company  was 
also  formed,  with  William  H.  Jackson  as  presi- 
dent. Among  the  numerous  other  concerns  in 
which  he  has  borne  an  important  part  are  the 
Salisbury  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is  president, 
the  Salisbury  Waterworks,  in  which  plant  he 
holds  a similar  position,  and  in  the  Salisbury 
Shirt  Factory,  newly  formed,  he  is  also  presi- 
dent. 

In  1863  Mr.  Jackson  was  first  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  having  been  Miss  Arabella 
Humphreys.  A year  or  so  subsequent  to  that  event 
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he  became  a permanent  resident  of  Salisbury  and 
thoroughly  identified  himself  with  her  leading 
enterprises.  A stin  and  daughter  were  born  of 
his  first  marriage,  W.  P.  and  Mary  B.  The  son, 
a bright,  energetic  young  business  man  of  this 
town,  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
In  1880  Mr.  Jackson  married  Miss  Jennie  Hum- 
phreys, a lady  of  fine  attainments  and  a general 
favorite  in  society.  They  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Jackson  being  a liberal 
contributor  to  its  several  departments  of  activity, 
and  is  a trustee  in  the  congregation.  He  has 
become  wealthy  through  his  own  efforts  in  the 
strictly  legitimate  channels  of  trade,  and  has  al- 
ways been  noted  for  exemplary  conduct  in  word 
and  deed  and  for  his  kindness  to  the  poor  and 
needy.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 


ALTER  H.  THOMPSON.  In  past  ages 
the  history  of  a country  was  a record  of 
wars  and  conquests;  to-day  it  is  the  record 
of  commercial  activity,  and  those  whose  names 
are  foremost  in  its  annals  are  the  leaders  in  busi- 
ness circles.  The  conquests  now  made  are  those 
of  mind  over  matter,  not  man  over  man,  and  the 
victor  is  he  who  can  successfully  establish,  control 
and  operate  extensive  commercial  interests.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  strongest 
and  most  influential  men  whose  lives  have  become 
an  essential  part  of  the  history  of  Easton,  with 
whose  business  interests  he  has  long  been  identi- 
fied. 

He  was  born  in  the  city  which  he  still  makes 
his  home,  November  28,  1823,  and  is  a son  of 
George  F.  Thompson,  a native  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
who  was  born  in  1809,  and  came  to  America 
when  in  his  fourteenth  year,  accompanied  by  his 
two  brothers,  James,  who  embarked  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York,  and  Walter,  who  conducted  a 
mercantile  establishment  in  Philadelphia.  George 
F.  Thompson  also  located  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  learned  the  carriage-maker’s  trade,  and  later 
came  to  Caroline  County,  Md.,  where  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  R.  Harrison,  a native  of  that  county, 


who  belonged  to  one  of  its  honored  old  families, 
and  whose  father  died  when  she  was  quite  small. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Easton, 
where  for  many  years  he  conducted  one  of  the 
largest  carriage  manufactories  to  be  found  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  died  in  1828,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1870.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  James  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Rebecca  became  the  wife  of  William  H.  Sheppard 
and  to  them  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. After  her  death  Mr.  Sheppard  married  her 
sister,  Isabella,  and  one  son  and  one  daughter 
graced  that  union.  Both  of  the  parents  are  now 
deceased. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  Easton 
Academy,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  this  review,  began 
his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  the  dry-goods 
store  of  Singleton  & Talbot,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years  without  compensation,  but 
gained  a good  practical  knowlege  of  business 
methods  which  has  been  of  great  use  to  him  in 
later  years.  He  than  embarked  in  merchandising 
for  himself,  as  a partner  of  William  N.  Mullikin, 
but  at  the  end  of  a year  the  connection  was  dis- 
solved and  our  subject  carried  on  operations 
alone.  He  did  the  most  extensive  business  ever 
carried  on  in  Easton,  and  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1845,  removed  to  the  store  building  now  occupied 
by  M.  B.  Nichols.  After  being  alone  for  several 
years  he  admitted  a Mr.  Kersey  to  partnership, 
and  continued  in  business  with  him  until  his 
death,  in  1883,  and  Mr.  Thompson  then  carried 
on  the  affairs  of  the  enterprise  for  two  years 
longer,  when  he  sold  out.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Workingmen’s  Permanent  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  of  Easton,  of  which  he 
is  now  secretary.  He  held  the  office  of  vice-presi- 
dent until  1888,  when  he  took  that  of  secretary. 
He  is  also  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
Moreland  Improvement  Company,  and  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Avon  Hotel  Company,  at  the 
same  time  holding  similar  positions  in  the  Spring 
Hill  Cemetery  Association  and  being  identified 
with  many  other  enterprises. 

February  18,  1847,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Thompson  and  Miss  Susan  A.  Mills,  a 
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daughter  of  Thomas  Mills,  of  Dorchester  County, 
Md.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  but  all 
are  now  deceased.  They  were  as  follows  : Emily 
M.,  Susan  Emma,  Katie,  Walter  Mills  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  Walter  Mills  was  prepar- 
ing for  the  ministry  at  Dickinson  College  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  when  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Susan  E.  became  the  wife  of  Leonidas  Dodson, 
and  died  when  about  twenty-three  years  old. 
The  others  died  while  in  early  childhood. 

Reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mr. 
Thompson  has  always  adhered  strictly  to  that 
faith,  and  has  served  as  steward  and  trustee  of  his 
church  and  as  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
class-leader  for  many  years.  He  has  also  taken  an 
active  interest  in  civic  societies,  and  has  served  as 
district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  from  1845  UP  to  the  present  time.  I11 
early  manhood  he  joined  the  Masonic  order,  has 
served  as  high  priest  of  the  chapter,  was  created  a 
Knight  Templar  in  Baltimore  and  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  Chesapeake  Commandery,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Scottish  Rite  degree,  as  he  is  a thirty- 
second  degree  Mason.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  temperance  man  and  is  a member  of  the 
Maryland  State  Temperance  League.  Politically 
he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Democracy  since  be- 
coming a voter.  Charitable  and  benevolent,  he 
has  given  freely  of  his  means  in  support  of  worthy 
charity,  but  one  of  his  great  qualities  lies  in  his 
encouragement  and  material  assistance  to  those 
who  are  willing  to  help  themselves.  In  business 
affairs  he  is  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  relia- 
ble, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  valued 
and  honored  citizens  of  Easton. 

— - >■  > — — 

EHARLES  LOWNDES,  M.  D.,  owns  and  oc- 
cupies a beautiful  country  estate  on  Miles 
River,  Talbot  County,  adjoining  the  Anchor- 
age, formerly  the  home  of  his  father,  but  now 
owned  by  Charles  A.  Chipley,  of  Philadelphia. 
By  profession  a physician,  he  engaged  in  practice 
for  some  time  after  graduating,  being  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  navy  from  1856  to  1861  and  then 


engaging  in  practice  in  Baltimore  for  twelve  years, 
after  which  he  retired  from  the  profession  and 
returned  to  Talbot  County. 

At  Wye  House,  in  the  first  district  of  this  county, 
Dr.  Lowndes  was  born  October  22,  1832.  He  is 
a member  of  an  old  family  in  this  locality.  The 
first  representative  in  America  was  Christopher 
Lowndes,  a native  of  England,  and  an  early  set- 
tler at  Georgetown,  D.  C.  Charles  Lowndes,  the 
doctor’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  Georgetown;  in 
early  life  he  removed  to  Baltimore  and  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business.  Later,  on  retiring 
from  business,  he  went  to  Jefferson  County,  Va., 
where  he  remained  upon  a plantation  until  his 
death. 

Commodore  Charles  Lowndes,  U.  S.  N. , the 
father  of  the  doctor,  was  a native  of  Georgetown, 
who  in  1812,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  entered  the 
navy  and  afterward  was  promoted  from  time  to 
time.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  commanded 
the  Germantown.  His  last  cruise  was  to  China, 
in  command  of  the  Hartford.  He  retired  in  i860, 
having  reached  the  age  limit  of  sixty-two  years. 
Then  coming  to  Talbot  County,  he  returned  to  the 
Anchorage,  his  estate  of  one  thousand  acres 
bordering  on  the  Miles  River.  Here  he  lived  in  re- 
tirement until  he  passed  away,  in  December,  1885. 
His  wife,  who  died  two  years  prior  to  his  demise, 
was  Sarah  Lloyd,  daughter  of  Governor  Ed- 
ward Lloyd  and  sister  of  Colonel  Lloyd,  of  Wye 
House.  The)'  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Charles;  Sarah  L.,  who  married  J.  W. 

Bennett,  of  Carroll  County;  Lloyd,  of  Annapolis; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  A.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  of 
Talbot  County. 

Educated  within  the  classic  halls  of  Princeton, 
the  subject  of  this  review  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1853.  Two  years  later  he  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland.  In  1856  he  received  an  appointment 
as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  navy  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  the  most  of  the 
period  of  his  service  being  spent  in  Europe.  O11 
resigning  in  1861,  he  opened  an  office  for  practice 
in  Baltimore,  where  twelve  years  were  spent.  In 
1873  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his  childhood 
and  his  property  in  Eastern  district,  where  he 
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has  since  made  his  home.  In  September,  1865,  he 
married  Catherine  M.,  daughter  of  William  G. 
Tilghman.  Their  oldest  child  and  only  son, 
Charles  H.  G. , is  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  navy, 
stationed  in  Washington.  The  daughters,  Anna 
P. , Sarah  Scott  and  Mary  Catherine,  remain  with 
their  parents. 


ILGHMAN  E.  KELLEY,  one  ofthe  reliable 
and  substantial  citizens  and  energetc  farm- 
ers of  the  fourth  district  of  Caroline  County, 
was  one  of  the  soldier  boys  who,  under  Provi- 
dence, helped  to  preserve  our  country  as  a united 
nation  in  the  great  civil  conflict.  He  was  in  his 
eighteenth  year  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth 
Maryland  Infantry  at  Baltimore  in  1862,  and 
was  placed  in  Company  E.  His  division  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  partici- 
pated in  the  many  and  notable  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign in  which  they  were  engaged,  including  the 
Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor  and  Appomattox,  when 
Lee  surrendered.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  the  close  of  the  hostilities  and  has  long 
been  a member  of  Watkins’  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Federalsburg.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  and 
has  rendered  that  party  his  earnest  allegiance 
since  its  organization.  During  1896  he  served 
upon  the  board  of  general  assessors  of  Caroline 
County  and  in  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  county  commissioner,  serving  acceptably  as 
such  for  one  term.  He  is  well  and  favorably 
known  along  this  entire  Eastern  Shore. 

Tilghman  Kelley  never  has  known  what  it 
means  to  a boy  to  have  the  kind  and  watchful 
care  of  a loving  father,  as  death  deprived  him  of 
that  parent  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
He  was  born  in  1844  to  Dennis  and  Mary  (Har- 
rison) Kelley,  natives  of  this  county,  and  the  lat- 
ter a daughter  of  James  Harrison,  also  of  Caroline 
County.  He  was  reared  upon  a farm  and  obtained 
a common  school  education.  After  he  had  re- 
turned from  southern  battlefields  he  settled  for  a 
time  in  Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
in  1867  came  to  this  county  and  engaged  in  farm- 


ing operations.  He  bought  his  present  farm  in 
1885,  and  has  transformed  it  into  a model  home- 
stead. He  raises  a general  line  of  produce,  and 
for  many  years  has  dealt  very  successfully  in  live 
stock,  buying,  selling  and  shipping  to  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia  principally. 

In  1868  Mr.  Kelley  married  Miss  C.  I.  Hollis, 
a daughter  of  Charles  Hollis,  of  Delaware,  and 
they  have  four  fine,  manly  sons,  of  whom  they 
may  well  be  proud.  The  eldest,  Glencoe  K.,  has 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  and  is  a 
thrifty  young  farmer  of  this  county.  He  married 
Leona  Patchett;  they  have  two  children,  Edith 
I.  and  Elmer.  The  others  are  Everett  C. , Orlan 
T.  and  Charles  H. 


EMUEL  P.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion at  Sharptown,  Wicomico  County,  was 
born  near  Berlin,  Worcester  County,  October  14, 
1824.  He  is  a son  of  Isaac  Mitchell,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  locality,  being  the  son  of  John 
P.  Mitchell,  a native  of  Scotland.  Throughout 
his  entire  active  life,  Isaac  Mitchell  engaged  in 
farm  pursuits,  and  being  a man  of  energy  and 
good  judgment  he  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
valuable  estate,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  died  in 
1829,  when  comparatively  a young  man.  He  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
held  all  the  offices  in  his  congregation.  His  wife, 
who  died  in  1859,  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward 
Henry,  of  Berlin  district,  Worcester  County. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living,  our  subject  and  John  P.,  of  Ala- 
bama. 

When  a boy  our  subject  was  a student  in  the 
schools  of  Berlin,  Md.,  and  Flushing,  N.  Y.  In 
1844  he  entered  Yale  College,  spending  a year  in 
that  famous  institution,  after  which  he  came  to 
Berlin  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  Hillard  Pitts.  After  a short  time  with 
that  gentleman  he  matriculated  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  Maryland  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1847.  At  once  returning 
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to  Berlin,  he  opened  an  office  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1855  he  removed 
to  Selma,  Ala. , where  he  spent  eleven  years  in 
active  and  successful  practice.  From  there  he 
went  back  to  Berlin  and  in  1877  settled  in  Selby- 
ville,  Sussex  County,  Del.,  coming  from  that 
place  in  1885  to  his  present  location  at  Sharp- 
town,  Wicomico  County. 

November  29,  1877,  Dr.  Mitchell  married  Lot- 
tie, daughter  of  Benjamin  Ravell,  of  Berlin,  Md. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Lemuel  L-, 
Sidney  J.,  Marion  R.  and  Sallie  P. 


APT.  WILLIAM  T.  BARKLEY,  a mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  firm  of  W.  T.  Barkley 
& Co.,  of  Cambridge,  Dorchester  County, 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place,  and  is 
among  the  foremost  in  the  .great  industry  of 
packing  and  shipping  oysters.  He  is  certainly 
an  excellent  financier  and  business  man,  and  has 
built  up  an  immense  trade  through  the  exercise 
of  wise  methods,  energy  and  enterprise.  He  is, 
moreover,  interested  in  several  other  local  con- 
cerns, of  which  further  mention  will  be  made 
later  in  this  article,  and  is  a man  of  great  public 
spirit.  He  believes  in  fostering  and  materially 
assisting  infant  industries  and  schemes  having 
for  their  object  the  good  and  convenience  of  the 
people  of  his  own  community,  thus  manifesting 
true  patriotic  enthusiasm. 

A native  of  Hooper’s  Island,  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty, the  captain  is  a son  of  William  Washington 
and  Margaret  (Travers)  Barkley,  both  likewise 
of  this  county.  The  Barkleys  are  of  English 
ancestry.  William  W.  was  for  nineteen  years  a 
carrier  of  the  mail  upon  Hooper’s  Island,  and 
was  very  well  known  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 
He  died  in  1881,  when  in  his  seventieth  year,  be- 
loved and  esteemed  by  multitudes  of  acquaint- 
ances and  friends,  for  hq  was  a man  of  intrinsic 
worth.  The  father  of  Margaret  Travers,  Ben- 
jamin by  name,  was  a very  prominent  man  in  his 
locality  in  Hooper’s  Island,  and  once  represented 
his  community  in  the  state  legislature.  Mrs. 


Margaret  Barkley  now  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject  and  is  over  seventy-five  years  old.  She 
has  two  children,  the  other,  a daughter,  being 
Rebecca,  widow  of  Fabricius  Leland. 

The  birth  of  William  T.  Barkley  occurred  Oc- 
tober 28,  1851,  and  in  his  youth  he  attended 
the  district  schools.  When  he  was  about  eight- 
een he  started  out  in  a small  way  in  business  as 
a “tonger”  and  from  that  went  on  the  dredg- 
ing boats  and  in  time  became  owner  of  the 
Bugeye,  a small  oyster  smack.  The  firm  with 
which  he  is  now  identified  owns  twenty  ships,  in- 
cluding one  three-masted  schooner,  Venus,  be- 
sides a number  of  freight  and  dredging  boats. 
For  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  building  ves- 
sels in  the  Cambridge  docks.  It  was  in  1884 
that  he  went  into  partnership  with  James  Wool- 
ford,  and  together  they  did  business  for  a year,  Mr. 
Barkley  then  buying  out  the  interest  of  the  other 
gentleman.  He  was  then  alone  for  a few  years 
and  in  1896  became  associated  with  Noah  Web- 
ster. A new  packing  house  was  built,  substan- 
tially of  brick,  at  the  end  of  the  long  pier  at  the 
foot  of  Mill  street  and  has  every  convenience  for 
the  handling  of  oysters.  The  building  stands 
upon  piles,  is  130x30  feet  in  dimensions  and 
sixteen  feet  high,  and,  located  far  out  in  the 
river,  the  oyster  dredges  can  be  unloaded  at  the 
very  doors.  The  capacity  of  the  plant  is  one 
thousand  gallons  of  oysters  daily.  Altogether 
the  firm  does  a business  of  over  $30,000  a year. 

Realizing  the  promising  future  before  Cam- 
bridge, in  view  of  her  exceptionally  favorable 
location  upon  the  Choptank  River  and  its  being 
the  terminus  of  the  railroad,  the  firm,  under  the 
style  of  Webster  & Barkley,  started  another  enter- 
prise a few  years  ago.  They  constructed  a pier, 
extending  about  a thousand  feet  out  into  the  river, 
and  at  the  extreme  end  of  this  erected  a dancing 
pavilion,  100x30  feet, and  this  is  largely  patronized 
by  the  residents  and  excursionists.  A bathing 
pavilion,  with  all  conveniences,  was  fitted  up  on 
the  pier,  and  near  by  are  boat  houses  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  boating,  sailing  and  fishing 
parties.  The  pier  is  but  a short  distance  from 
the  landing  of  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & At- 
lantic Railway  Company,  and  steamers  are  able 
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to  land  their  passengers  direct  upon  the  pier  of 
Webster  & Barkley,  as  the  depth  of  water  here 
is  enough  for  the  largest  excursion  steamers  that 
ply  these  waters.  Mr.  Barkley  was  one  of  the 
enterprising  citizens  that  organized  the  Cam- 
bridge Ice  Company  about  seven  years  ago,  and 
there  is  no  better  equipped  ice  manufacturing 
plant  in  the  state. 

In  1872  the  captain  married  Amanda  Ruark, 
from  Hooper’s  Island.  She  was  a daughter  of 
W.  T.  Ruark,  and  at  her  death  in  1880  she  left 
four  children,  viz. : William  Oscar,  Ellen,  Thomas 
and  Clara.  The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name 
of  our  subject  was  Miss  Mary  Louise  Smith,  of 
Baltimore,  and  by  her  marriage  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  three  bright  boys,  George,  Jesse 
and  Le  Roy.  Mr.  Barkley  is  a Master  Mason 
and  is  a member  of  Choptank  Chapter  No.  66, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Cambridge.  Since  casting  his  first 
vote  he  has  been  a Republican. 


HON.  MARION  DE  KALB  SMITH  has 
'made  a very  enviable  reputation  in  the  legal 
profession  and  as  a public  officer,  and  is  a 
leading  citizen  of  Chestertown,  Md.  His  chief 
endeavor  is  always  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  his  constituents,  and  to  faithfully  discharge  the 
full  measure  of  his  duty  toward  them.  Such 
purity  of  motive,  devoid  of  self-aggrandizement, 
should  win  the  approval  of  the  best  element  of 
society,  and  has  done  so  in  his  case,  for  few  men 
holding  positions  of  trust  and  honor  are  more  re- 
spected. 

The  father  of  the  above,  James  Smith  by  name, 
was  born  in  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  in  1809,  and 
was  a farmer  during  his  active  life.  He  came  to 
Kent  County  in  1840  and  died  here  in  March, 
1862.  He  was  a Democrat  and  made  it  his  boast 
that  he  never  held  office,  though  various  positions 
were  tendered  him.  A slave-holder  and  sympa- 
thizer with  the  south,  he  took  no  part  in  the  war 
on  either  side.  He  was  a member  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a gentleman  of 
the  ‘ ‘old  school.  ’ ’ His  only  brother,  John  A. , was 


a civil  engineer,  and  was  brought  up  in  the 
family  of  his  uncle,  Judge  John  A.  Smith,  of 
North  Carolina.  When  he  had  reached  man’s 
estate  he  went  to  Louisiana  from  his  home  in 
North  Carolina,  and  was  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  there  during  the  remainder 
ofhislife.  In  1845  he  died,  leaving  a family.  The 
only  sister,  Julia,  married  a Mr.  Carter,  a farmer. 
She  died  in  Caroline  County,  Md.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Anne  B.,  a daughter  of  Jesse  Knock.  Before 
her  marriage  with  James  Smith  she  was  the 
widow  of  Isaac  Hines.  She  died  in  1892,  leav- 
ing seven  children:  Jesse  K.  and  John  W.  Hines, 
born  of  the  first  marriage;  and  Thomas  J. ; James 
J.;  Julia  Lucinda,  now  the  wife  of  John  N.  Dodd, 
of  Chestertown;  Sallie  M.,  wife  of  Rev.  Walter 
R.  Graham,  D.  D.,  of  Westminster,  Md. ; and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Marion  deKalb  Smith  was  born  upon  a farm 
near  Kennedyville,  Kent  County,  Md.,  October 
16,  1850,  and  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  lost  his  father.  The  family  had  removed  to 
Chestertown  four  years  before  that  event  and  the 
boy  received  good  school  advantages.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Washington  College  in  1870,  and  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  with  Richard  Hynson. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  deputy  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  for  Kent  County  under  his  half- 
brother,  Jesse  K.  Hines.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  April,  1873,  and  at  once  started  in  his 
professional  work  in  Chestertown.  In  1883  he 
was  elected  state’s  attorney,  serving  for  four  years 
very  acceptably  to  all.  Again,  in  1887,  he  was 
elected  to  this  responsible  position,  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  his  second  term  of  four  years  was 
honored  by  being  elected  comptroller  of  the 
treasury  of  Maryland.  Again,  in  1893,  he  was 
chosen  by  the  people  of  this  state  to  fill  this  im- 
port office.  In  1895  he  was  for  the  third  time 
nominated  by  acclamation  to  the  comptrollership 
of  the  state  by  the  Democratic  State  Convention. 
Though  he  was  defeated  in  the  ensuing  election, 
he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  by  about  twenty-five 
hundred  votes.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Democracy,  aud,  besides  often 
having  represented  his  county  in  state  and  con- 
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gressional  conventions,  was  elected  delegate-at- 
large  from  Maryland  to  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1896.  From  1879 
to  1883  he  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Central  Committee.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in 
professional  practice  in  Chestertown. 

June  5,  1878,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Addie 
Burcliinal,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  Marion  deKalb,  Jr.,  and  Anna  Burton. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a daughter  of  John  H.  Burehinal, 
is  a native  of  Maryland,  and  was  reared  to 
womanhood  in  Kent  County,  receiving  a fine 
education.  She  presides  over  her  happy  home 
with  grace  and  dignity,  making  sincere  friends  of 
all  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active  in  every  good 
work . 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth,  and  fought  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  in  the  “Maryland  Line.”  He 
was  killed  in  battle  at  Camden,  S.  C.,  the  same 
engagement  in  which  deKalb  met  his  death.  His 
grandfather  commanded  a company  of  Maryland 
militia  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bladens- 
burg,  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1814. 


qJARRETT  FOXWELL  has  been  a resident 
of  Kent  County  for  many  years  and  has  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  fruit  raising 
in  the  second  district.  Prominent  in  public 
affairs,  he  has  wielded  an  influence  in  the  councils 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  been  a recog- 
nized power  in  its  councils.  As  delegate  to  the 
local  conventions  of  the  party,  his  influence  has 
been  felt  in  important  decisions.  His  fellow- 
citizens,  appreciating  his  worth  as  a man  and  his 
fitness  for  public  office,  elected  him  to  the  position 
of  county  treasurer  in  1894,  and  that  important 
office  he  held  for  one  term. 

A native  of  Delaware,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Newcastle,  September  24,  1845. 
His  father,  Tilmau  Fox  well,  was  born  in  the 
same  place  and  in  early  life  was  a sailor,  but 


afterward  left  the  water  and  engaged  in  farm  pur- 
suits. At  the  age  of  twenty -eight  he  removed 
from  Delaware  to  Ohio  and  for  four  years  culti- 
vated a farm  there,  but  not  satisfied  with  the  lo- 
cation he  returned  to  Delaware  and  spent  his  re- 
maining years  in  Kent  County  on  a farm.  When 
a young  man  he  advocated  Whig  principles  and 
later  supported  the  Democratic  party.  His  death 
occurred  in  1885,  when  he  was  eighty-three  years 
of  age.  By  his  marriage  to  Angeline  Griffin,  he 
became  the  father  of  five  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  David  Jones; 
Garrett  and  Lydia  A.,  widow  of  John  H.  Golt. 
The  Foxwell  family  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  Delaware,  to  which  state  its  first 
representatives  came  from  Great  Britain,  being  of 
Irish  and  Welsh  ancestry. 

When  a youth  our  subject  attended  the  schools 
of  Smyrna,  Del.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-three,  when  he  came  to  Kent 
County,  Md.,  and  rented  a farm.  Since  1871  he 
has  made  his  home  in  the  second  district,  where 
he  has  carried  on  general  farm  pursuits  together 
with  the  raising  of  fruit.  As  already  intimated, 
he  is  prominent  in  the  Democratic  party  and  one 
of  its  local  leaders.  In  religious  belief  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1875  he  married  Miss  Kate  Hudson,  of  Kent 
Count}-,  daughter  of  John  Hudson.  One  child. 
Annie  J.,  blesses  their  union.  The  family  stand 
high  in  the  opinion  of  acquaintances  and  have  a 
host  of  warm  personal  friends  in  the  county 
where  they  reside. 


WILLIAM  J.  HOPKINS,  a capitalist  and 
thorough  business  man  of  Cambridge,  has 
long  been  considered  one  of  her  most  enter- 
prising citizens  and  has  been  a potential  factor  in 
the  development  of  her  industries.  It  will  not  be 
necessary  to  enumerate  all  of  the  worthy  con- 
cerns here  which  he  has  assisted  in  fostering  or 
founding,  suffice  it  to  mention  a few  of  the  more 
important,  those  which  have  been  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  public.  Chief  among  these  is 
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the  Cambridge  Water  Company,  of  which  he  is  a 
director  at  present.  It  became  evident  a few 
years  ago  when  the  destructive  fire  ravished  High 
street,  that  Cambridge  needed  better  water  facili- 
ties and  better  protection,  therefore,  against  the 
fire  fiend.  Steps  were  at  once  taken  toward 
the  establishment  of  water  works  and  to-day  Cam- 
bridge has  the  finest  plant  and  one  of  the  best 
systems  in  use  in  a place  of  this  size.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins is  the  president  of  the  gas  company,  which 
also  owns  a well-equipped  plant.  He  is  a stock- 
holder in  the  Dorchester  National  Bank;  is  a 
director  in  the  Cambridge  Telephone  Company; 
a director  in  the  Cambridge  Building  and  Loan 
Association  (which  is  capitalized  at  $200,000) 
and  is  a director  in  the  Cambridge  Creamery. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Thomas  Hopkins,  who  was  a native  of  Talbot 
County,  Md.  He  is  the  second  of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  Josiah  and  Agnes  (Redditt)  Hopkins, 
the  mother  a native  of  Scotland.  The  others  are 
Josephine  R.,  Edward  G.  and  Clara  E.,  all  resi- 
dents of  Cambridge.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
H.  Sauerhoff.  The  birth  of  William  J.  Hopkins 
occurred  November  18,  1848,  in  Cambridge.  His 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Cambridge,  and  after  leav- 
ing the  public  schools  he  entered  Cambridge  Acad- 
emy. Upon  his  entrance  into  the  commercial 
world  he  clerked  for  Mr.  Winthrop  and  later  was 
employed  in  his  father’s  and  in  his  uncle’s  (Gov- 
ane  Redditt)  stores.  Altogether  he  was  inter- 
ested in  one  capacity  or  another  in  general  mer- 
chandising during  a period  covering  seventeen 
years.  His  success  as  a business  man  has  been 
largely  the  result  of  exceptional  ability  and  fore- 
thought in  making  investments.  He  is  also  in- 
terested in  farm  lands. 

March  12,  1890,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hop- 
kins and  Miss  Willie  A.  Mulligan,  a native  of 
Talbot  County,  was  solemnized  in  this  place. 
She  is  a daughter  of  George  W.  Mulligan  and 
was  reared  in  the  family  of  an  aunt  in  Cambridge. 
There  is  one  child  of  this  marriage,  a bright  little 
boy,  Granville  B.  Religiously  Mr.  Hopkins  is 
identified  with  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  wife  is  a member  of  Grace  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chttrch  South,  to  which  she  belonged 


before  her  marriage.  They  have  a beautiful 
home  of  pleasing  architecture,  with  broad,  invit- 
ing verandas,  and  all  in  modern  style.  It  is 
furnished  in  excellent  taste,  with  many  of  the  so- 
called  luxuries  of  life,  and  the  inmates  of  this 
charming  abode  delight  in  entertaining  their  many 
friends  within  its  hospitable  walls.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican. 


OPE  H.  BARROLL,  attorney-at-law,  was 
born  in  Chestertown,  August  6,  i860. 
His  ancestors  were  English  people  who  for 
many  generations  had  been  seated  in  Byford  and 
Mansell  Lacy  Parishes,  Herefordshire,  England, 
as  will  appear  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Robinson’s  “Man- 
sions and  Manors  of  Herefordshire.”  In  1760 
the  Rev.  William  Barroll,  who  was  a descendant 
of  Col.  James  Barroll,  of  Cannon  Frome,  and  a 
graduate  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  his  venerable  uncle,  the 
Rev.  Hugh  Jones,  came  to  Maryland  and  suc- 
ceeded him  as  rector  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church, 
North  Sassafras  Parish,  in  Cecil  County.  He 
continued  as  rector  of  this  parish  until  1777, 
when,  being  unwilling  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, he  was  deprived  of  his  living.  In  1761 
he  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Alexander  William- 
son, of  Cecil  County,  and  three  sons  were  born  of 
their  union:  William,  Richard  and  James. 

Of  these  sons,  William  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Cecil  County  and  in  1788  settled  in  Chester- 
town, where  he  became  a prominent  and  success- 
ful lawyer  and  one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in 
Kent.  He  married  Lucretia,  daughter  of  James 
Edmondson,  of  Talbot  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  one  son,  James  Edmondson  Barroll, 
who  was  born  in  Chestertown  in  1789.  He  was 
educated  at  Yale  and  afterwards  read  law  in 
Chestertown,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  18 1 1.  In  his  native  place  he  engaged  actively 
in  practice  until  1850,  meanwhile  building  up  an 
enviable  reputation  in  his  profession  for  integrity 
and  ability.  His  marriage  united  him  with  Hen- 
rietta Jane  Hackett,  whose  grandfather,  Gunning 
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S.  Bedford,  of  Delaware,  was  a member  of  the 
Continental  Congress  of  1776.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom 
only  one  left  children,  he  being  John  Leeds, 
father  of  our  subject. 

John  Leeds  Barroll  was  born  in  1830  and  gradu- 
ated from  St.  Mary’s  College,  Baltimore,  in 
1849.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1851  and 
from  1855  to  1859  he  held  the  office  of  state’s 
attorney.  In  religious  belief  he  was  an  Episco- 
palian and  he  died  in  1866.  In  1854  he  married 
Elleonora  Keene,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hopewell 
Horsey,  of  Delaware.  He  had  three  sons,  John 
Leeds,  Hopewell  Horsey  and  Morris  Keene.  The 
eldest  son,  John  Leeds  Barroll,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1855,  and  was  educated  at  Washing- 
ton College,  Chestertown.  He  married  Maria 
Stocker  Lewis,  a daughter  of  Francis  A.  Lewis, 
who  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  in 
which  place  he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  and 
real-estate  business.  They  have  four  children, 
Ethel,  Francis  L.,  John  Leeds  and  Anna. 

The  youngest  son,  Morris  Keene  Barroll,  was 
born  December  31,  1866',  and  graduated  from 
West  Point  in  1889.  He  is  now  first  lieutenant 
of  the  First  Artillery,  situated  at  Angel  Island, 
San  Francisco.  He  married  Ann  Van  Bokken 
Miller,  daughter  of  Col.  Marcus  P.  Miller,  and 
they  have  otie  son,  Morris  Keene  Barroll,  born  at 
Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y. 

Hopewell  Horsey  Barroll  was  educated  at  St. 
John’s  College,  Annapolis,  and  Washington  Col- 
lege, Chestertown,  from  the  latter  of  which  he 
graduated  in  1878.  He  read  law  under  Hon. 
James  Alfred  Pearce  and  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883,  and  almost 
immediately  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar  in  Kent.  He  is  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  read}'  at  all  times  to  contribute 
his  means  and  time  towards  the  promotion  of  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  material  in- 
terests of  his  native  county  and  state.  He  was 
one  of  the  promoters  and  organizers  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Chestertown,  is  one  of  its 
largest  stockholders,  a director,  and  since  its 
organization  has  been  its  attorney.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  members  of  the  board  of  visitors  and  gov- 


ernors of  Washington  College.  Mr.  Barroll  is 
said  to  have  one  of  the  largest  and  most  lucrative 
practices  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  his  con- 
stant and  zealous  attention  to  business  is  attested 
by  his  large  and  ever-growing  clientele.  Active 
in  the  Democratic  party,  he  is,  however,  not  an 
office-seeker,  but  has  steadily  avoided  public 
positions  and  the  turmoil  of  political  life.  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1888,  he  married  Margaret  Spencer 
Wethered,  daughter  of  John  L-  Wethered,  of 
Kent  County.  They  are  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  are  the  parents  of  four 
promising  sons,  Lewin  Wethered,  Morris  Keene, 
Hopewell  Horsey  and  John  Wethered. 


ENJAMIN  B.  GORDY,  who  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Parsons  district,  Wi- 
comico County,  was  born  near  his  present 
abode,  August  28,  1823,  and  has  always  lived  in 
the  county  with  the  exception  of  three  years 
passed  in  Delaware.  He  has  watched  with  great 
interest  the  development  and  increasing  pros- 
perity of  this  region,  and  has  been  himself  no 
small  factor  in  the  general  result.  In  1853,  prior 
to  the  division  of  the  county,  he  was  elected  com- 
missioner of  what  was  then  Dorchester  County 
and  served  for  two  years  as  such,  and  again,  in 
1859,  he  was  elected  to  that  position  for  a two 
years’  term.  From  1888  to  1892  he  was  judge  of 
the  orphans’  court,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  In  his  political  convictions  he  has 
ever  sided  with  the  Democracy. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  Nathan  Gordy,  was  a native  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  and  was  of  direct  English 
descent.  John  P.,  father  of  Benjamin  B.,  was 
born  in  this  district  in  1799,  and  died  in  1840, 
having  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
became  well-to-do.  His  good  wife,  Mary  Dale, 
as  she  was  in  her  girlhood,  was  born  the  same 
year  that  he  was,  and  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  in  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  Benjamin  is  now  the  only  one 
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left.  Those  who  have  been  called  to  the  better 
land  are  Lemuel  B.,  John  S.,  James  D.  and 
William  G. 

Having  been  reared  upon  a farm,  and  having 
been  familiar  with  all  varieties  of  work  connected 
with  the  proper  management  of  the  homestead,  it 
is  not  strange  that  upon  arriving  at  an  age 
where  he  must  choose  for  himself  his  future  vo- 
cation in  life  Benjamin  B.  Gordy  concluded  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  forefathers.  When 
about  twenty  he  set  forth  to  make  his  livelihood, 
and  in  1844  purchased  a farm  in  Pittsburg  dis- 
trict, near  the  town  of  Pittsville,  and  there  he 
dwelt  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  bought  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  where  he  has  con- 
tinuously resided  since  with  the  sole  exception  of 
the  three  years  that  he  was  in  Delaware.  Success 
has  abundantly  blessed  his  labors,  and  to-day  he 
is  a man  of  considerable  means,  owing  it  all,  also, 
to  his  perseverance  in  whatever  he  undertook. 
Altogether  he  owns  five  hundred  and  twenty -five 
acres,  divided  into  two  farms. 

In  1843  Mr.  Gordy  married  Sarah  J.  Tradder, 
and  they  have  three  children.  Lemuel  D.  is  in 
partnership  with  his  father  in  running  the  farm; 
Martha  E.  A.  is  the  wife  of  L.  Sherman;  John  T. 
is  a business  man  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gordy  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  for  a long  period,  and  are 
great  workers  in  the  causes  of  religion  and 
humanity. 


NON.  THOMAS  KING  CARROLL,  M.  D., 
one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  the  ninth  district  of  Dorchester 
County.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  not  only  of  his  county  and  state,  but 
in  all  that  concerns  his  country.  Three  times 
has  he  been  chosen  to  represent  the  people  in  the 
state  legislature,  once  in  the  house  of  delegates 
and  twice  in  the  senate,  and  withdrew  his  name 
from  the  nomination  for  the  United  States  senate 
in  order  to  resume  the  duties  of  his  profession. 


In  the  community  to  which  he  has  devoted  his 
life  work  he  is  honored  as  a physician  and  loved 
and  respected  as  a man. 

Born  at  Kingston  Hall,  Somerset  County,  the 
ancestral  home  of  the  family,  Dr.  Carroll  is  a son 
of  ex-Governor  Thomas  King  Carroll  and  wife, 
Julia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  Stevenson,  of  Bal- 
timore. His  ancestors  came  to  this  country  about 
1640,  settling  first  in  Virginia,  and  later  locat- 
ing upon  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where 
they  have  since  been  represented  by  many  men 
who  have  become  famous  in  statesmanship  and 
the  professions.  The  doctor’s  grandfather,  Col. 
Henry  James  Carroll,' married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Barnes  King,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  King, 
baronet  of  England,  he  having  come  to  America 
to  escape  religious  persecution,  and  Kingston 
Hall  was  built  by  him  in  1683. 

Finishing  school  and  college  at  an  early  age, 
Dr.  Carroll  began  the  study  of  medicine,  for 
which  he  had  great  natural  talent,  and  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Maryland,  in  Baltimore,  in 
the  class  of  1846.  Before  he  had  received  his 
degree,  however,  he  was  the  recipient  of  a petition 
from  the  residents  of  Dorchester  County,  urging 
him  to  settle  there.  He  concluded  to  comply 
with  the  request,  and  continues  in  practice  here 
to  the  present  day.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  his  noble  work,  and  richly  deserves  the 
genuine  and  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  in 
the  heart  of  those  among  whom  he  has  lived  and 
labored.  I11  his  political  convictions  he  is  a 
Democrat:  His  father  was  an  elector  and  voted 

for  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  for  president. 

Of  the  large  and  happy  family  of  brothers  and 
sisters  that  grew  up  at  Kingston  Hall,  the  doctor 
and  three  sisters  alone  survive.  Miss  Anna  Ella 
Carroll,  prominent  during  the  Lincoln  adminis- 
tration, and  called  by  her  biographer  “the  un- 
recognized member  of  his  cabinet,”  was  one  of 
his  sisters.  Those  who  are  left  to  him  are:  Mrs. 
Thomas  Cradock,  of  Baltimore  County;  Mrs. 
Dr.  Bowdle  and  Miss  Mary  Henry  Carroll,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.  Dr.  Carroll  married  Miss 
Margaret  Handy  Carroll,  daughter  of  Charles 
Cecilius  Carroll,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.-,  and  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and 
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three  daughters  are  living.  Thomas  King  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years;  Charles  Ceeilius  resides 
at  the  old  homestead;  Henry  Stevenson  died 
when  thirty-six  years  of  age;  and  the  others  are 
Margaret  H. ; Victor;  Vivian,  a druggist  at  Church 
Creek;  Julia  S.  and  Nellie  T.,  at  home;  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  doctor’s  home  is  upon 
a fine  old  estate  known  as  Walnut  Landing,  on 
the  shell  road  from  Cambridge  to  Church  Creek. 
He  is  still  in  active  practice,  is  hale  and  hearty, 
and  stands  as  a noble  example  of  one  of  the  old 
and  honorable  families  of  Maryland,  who  for  over 
two  centuries  have  borne  a prominent  part  in 
the  social,  business  and  political  development  of 
the  state. 


HOWARD  HUBBARD  is  one  of  the  young 
agriculturists  of  Talbot  County,  one  of  the 
live,  ambitious  men  who  are  to  carry  forward 
the  work  that  their  fathers  began,  and  upon 
whose  stability  and  strength  of  character  our 
beloved  state  must  rely  in  the  future.  It  is  from 
the  ranks  of  the  eager,  ambitious  generation  who 
are  rapidly  occupying  the  places  of  the  citizens  of 
the  past  half  and  three  quarters  of  a century  that 
we  must  select  our  statesmen,  our  commercial 
and  professional  representatives,  and  lastly, though 
perhaps  first  in  importance,  the  honest  tillers  ol 
our  soil.  All  countries  recognize  the  fact  that 
their  strength,  as  nations,  depends  not  so  much 
upon  their  rulers  and  generals  as  upon  the  brave, 
hardy  souls  who  constitute  what  is  termed  the 
rank  and  file,  and  that  that  nation  is  the  greatest 
which  has  the  greatest  number  of  well-cultivated 
farms  and  industrious  farmers. 

Born  in  Concord,  Caroline  County,  March  1 8 , 
1872,  P.  H.  Hubbard  is  a son  of  J.  P.  J.  Hubbard, 
who  was  a native  of  the  same  place  and  came 
from  an  old  family  thereabouts.  His  life  occu- 
pation was  that  of  agriculture,  in  which  he  was 
blessed  with  success.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  served  as  tax  collector  of  Caroline 
County  for  a time.  At  the  date  of  his  death, 
March  4,  1893,  he  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Denton  National  Bank.  In  his  early  manhood 


he  married  Martha  Blades,  a native  of  the  same 
region  as  himself,  and  she  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  fifty- four  years.  Her  father,  Isaiah  Blades, 
was  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Caroline  County.  P. 
H.  is  the  only  son  in  his  parents’  family,  his 
sisters  being  Winnie,  wife  of  W.  R.  Fountain, 
who  manages  the  old  homestead  near  Concord; 
and  Emma  S.,  who  is  unmarried. 

The  first  eleven  years  in  the  life  of  our  subject 
were  spent  at  his  birthplace.  Then,  with  his 
parents,  he  came  to  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  in 
1883,  and  here  it  was  that  his  father  died.  He 
received  ordinary  school  advantages,  but  has 
further  broadened  his  mental  horizon  by  reading 
and  experience.  Since- his  nineteenth  year  he 
has  given  all  his  time  and  attention  to  the  various 
departments  of  farm  management,  and  seems 
specially  qualified  for  the  business.  In  1893  he 
fell  heir  to  this  farm,  Chestnut  Cliff,  a fine  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  well  adapted 
for  the  raising  of  the  products  commonly  grown 
in  this  locality. 

On  the  2 2d  of  November,  1894,  Mr.  Hubbard 
married  Nannie  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  is  a daughter  of  W.  W.  Stevens,  now 
a resident  of  Cordova,  Talbot  County.  The 
young  couple  have  a pretty  little  daughter,  Helen, 
who  is  the  sunshine  of  the  home.  They  are  the 
center  of  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  greatly  enjoy  entertaining  them  in 
their  pretty  and  comfortable  home. 


ILLIAM  F.  MAY.  Nearly  thirty  years 
have  rolled  away  since  this  worthy  citizen 
of  Tilghmans  Island,  Talbot  County,  came 
here  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  our  people  and  during 
this  time  he  has  won  the  entire  confidence  and 
high  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  customers.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  island  under 
President  Cleveland’s  first  administration  and  is 
still  in  possession  of  the  place,  in  which  he  has 
given  satisfaction  alike  to  constituent  and  oppo- 
nent in  politics.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  and  has 
been  quite  a worker  in  the  ranks.  It  wTas  in 
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1869  that  he  opened  a store  here  and  since  then 
he  has  carried  a general  line  of  provisions,  dry 
goods  and  other  merchandise  such  as  is  usually 
required  for  country  trade.  He  has  also  invested 
large  sums  of  money  in  the  oyster  business  and 
has  been  interested  for  the  last  fifteen  years  or 
more  with  a Mr.  Cummings  in  dredging  and  sell- 
ing oysters. 

Our  subject’s  father,  William  F. , born  in  1794, 
was  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  and 
was  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812  with  England. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  was  fairly 
successful.  His  home  place  was  situated  near  the 
village  of  Church  Hill,  and  here  his  last  days  were 
spent,  his  death  taking  place  when  he  was  in  the 
prime  of  life,  but  forty-seven  years  of  age.  His 
faithful  wife,  who  was  the  widow  of  Ezekiel 
Godwin  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  was  Miss 
Sarah  Neavitt  in  her  girlhood.  She  was  a native 
of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  lived  and  died 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
her  age  at  death  being  sixty-three  years. 

William  F.  May,  born  February  13,  1841,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  the  vicinity  of  Church  Hill, 
has  never  known  from  experience  what  it  is  to 
have  the  loving  care,  fond  protection  and  firm 
guidance  of  a father,  for  that  parent  died  before 
the  birth  of  the  child  who  was  henceforth  to  stand 
in  his  place  and  bear  his  name.  The  devoted 
mother,  however,  tenderly  tried  to  fill  the  vacancy 
towards  the  lad  as  far  as  she  was  able,  but  force  of 
circumstances  compelled  him  to  leave  home  when 
he  was  a mere  child  of  thirteen.  Going  to  the 
adjoining  county,  he  worked  on  farms  for  differ- 
ent employers  for  a few  years,  after  which  he 
rented  a place  for  himself  on  Broad  Neck  Creek 
up  to  1867.  His  chances  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion were  necessarily  very  meager,  and  he  is  the 
more  entitled  to  credit  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished. He  is  truly  a man  who  is  self  made 
for  he  owes  it  to  himself  that  he  has  risen  to  a 
position  of  influence  in  the  community.  He  has 
been  connected  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Hepta- 
sophs  for  a number  of  years  and  is  quite  a student 
and  reader  on  general  subjects. 

In  1862  Mr.  May  married  Sarah  Harrison,  of 
this  county,  who  died  in  June,  1864,  leaving  one 


son.  This  son,  John  T.,  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  is  interested  in  oyster  dredging.  The 
present  Mrs.  May  was  formerly  Miss  Margaret 
A.  Cummings,  of  the  island.  By  her  marriage 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children,  two 
living,  Sallie,  who  is  still  at  home,  and  Effie,  wife 
of  John  T.  Higgins,  of  Baltimore. 


EORGE  M.  WILSON  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising young  business  men  of  Easton, 
Md.  For  several  years  past  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  operating  a mill,  which  property  came 
into  the  possession  of  his  father  by  purchase  the 
same  year  that  our  subject  was  born,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  the  mill  has  been  in  continuous 
use,  and  managed  by  father  or  son.  From  his 
boyhood  George  M.  was  accustomed  to  spend 
much  of  his  time  in  the  mill,  and  early  learned 
every  detail  incident  to  the  business  of  running 
the  same.  He  has  excellent  financial  and  execu- 
tive ability,  and  is  very  successful  in  his  various 
undertakings. 

William  H.  Wilson,  father  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  Caroline  County  in  1815,  and  died  in 
1893,  respected  by  all  who  had  known  him.  He 
started  in  life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  stead- 
ily advanced  in  commercial  success.  He  learned 
the  milling  business  thoroughly  in  early  life,  and 
in  1865  bought  the  property  here  now  owned 
and  controlled  by  our  subject.  His  faithful  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  A.  Smith,  was 
also  a native  of  Caroline  County.  She  was  sum- 
moned to  the  better  land  about  ten  years  before 
her  husband's  death.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  of  whom  three  survive.  C.  E.  is  a 
mechanic  in  Denton,  Md.;  Mariana  is  the  wife 
of  W.  F.  Griffith,  of  Newark,  Del. 

The  birth  of  George  M.  Wilson  occurred  July 
12,  1865,  in  Denton,  Caroline  County,  Md.  He 
attended  the  Friends’  school  in  his  boyhood  days, 
and  received  a good  general  education,  amply 
sufficient  for  the  practical  business  of  life.  He 
was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed  to 
this  town,  and  here  he  grew  to  maturity.  When 
he  had  reached  a suitable  age  he  was  admitted  to 
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the  firm  with  his  father,  the  name  being  changed 
to  William  Wilson  & Son,  and  thus  continued  as 
long  as  the  senior  member  was  actively  concerned 
in  the  same.  After  his  death  his  interest  was 
bought  of  the  other  heirs  by  our  subject,  who  has 
since  conducted  the  mill  on  his  own  responsibil- 
ity. 

April  21,  1891,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Fannie  R.  Shanahan,  daughter 
of  W.  J.  and  cousin  of  W.  E.  Shanahan,  well- 
known  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Easton.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  has  been  born  one  child, 
William  Griffith,  now  a bright  little  fellow  of  two 
years.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  he,  as  well  as  his  fam- 
ily, are  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church. 


OHN  H.  GEORGE  has  been  one  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Caroline  County  for  over  thirty  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  management  of  his  well-improved 
homestead  near  Griffin.  He  is  a man  who  has  had 
his  own  way  to  make  in  the  world  and  has  relied 
upon  his  own  efforts  exclusively  and  with  good 
results.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  honest,  in- 
dustrious and  persevering  and  has  made  a good 
livelihood  for  his  family,  providing  them  with 
many  of  the  luxuries  and  all  of  the  necessities  of 
life,  and  affording  excellent  business  educations 
to  his  children.  He  may  well  feel  that  his  life 
has  not  been  spent  in  vain  when  he  looks  around 
his  home  circle  and  sees  his  ten  bright,  happy 
sons  and  daughters,  all  but  four  of  whom  have 
gone  forth  to  occupy  places  of  usefulness  in  the 
busy  world. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Hopkins)  George, natives  of  Delaware, 
and  from  old  families  in  that  state.  The  father 
of  Robert  was  John  George,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Delaware,  and  was  a successful  farmer 
and  a large  land  owner  there.  His  father  in  turn 
was  a son  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  came  to  this 
country  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and 
settled  in  Delaware,  where  he  thenceforth  dwelt. 


The  father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  George  was  Col. 
Robert  Hopkins,  who  won  his  title  for  meritorious 
service  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  too  was  an  agri- 
culturist in  Delaware,  and  was  born  and  grew  to 
manhood  there. 

John  H.  George  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  June  23,  1829,  being  one  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  only  four  are  now  living.  His  brothers, 
James  H.  and  Thomas  R.  ,are  residents  of  Chester- 
ville,  Pa.  and  near  Dover,  Del.,  respectively,  and. 
the  only  living  sister,  Anna  E. , lives  at  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  Our  subject’s  boyhood  was  spent  in  the 
manner  usual  with  farmer  lads,  his  time  being 
divided  betwixt  work  and  play,  and  a small  por- 
tion being  spent  in  the  mastering  of  the  three 
“R’s.”  When  he  left  home  it  was  to  open  a liv- 
ery establishment  in  Smyrna,  Del.,  and  this  he 
carried  on  with  fair  success  from  1858  to  1865, 
although  the  depression  of  the  monetary  market 
during  the  war  was  appreciable  in  this  business, 
perhaps  more  than  in  most  occupations.  He  en- 
listed himself  in  1863,  as  a member  of  Company 
B,  Sixth  Delaware  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  to 
serve  for  nine  months,  but  they  finally  remained 
in  the  field  for  a whole  year.  However,  it  hap- 
pened that  he  was  never  in  any  active  engage- 
ment. In  1866  he  came  to  his  present  home  and 
bought  the  property  which  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres.  He  has  always  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket  since  he  received  the  right  of 
franchise. 

In  1855  Mr.  George  married  Mary  E.  Hus- 
bands, who  was  born  and  grew  to  womanhood  in 
Delaware.  To  them  ten  children  have  been 
born  viz.:  Ella  H.,  Robert  B.;  Florence,  the  wife 
of  Wesley  Perry,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Elva  and  Arthur;  John  L-,  who  married  Mattie 
Carroll,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mary;  Susie; 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Leonard  Sheubrooks;  Joseph 
H.,  who  married  Ella  Slaughter,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Paul,  Evelyn  and  Hilda;  Addie 
H.,  wife  of  James  T.  Clark,  who  has  two  boys, 
Stanton  and  Russell;  Walter  T.;  and  Anna  B. , 
the  wife  of  Roland  Frampton,  who  has  one  child, 
Bernice.  The  family  are  great  workers  in  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  several  of  the 
older  ones  are  members  of  the  denomination. 


HON.  WOODLAND  P.  FINLEY. 
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NON.  WOODLAND  P.  FINLEY,  a member 
of  the  state  senate  from  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty, was  born  March  15,  1851,  upon  the 
farm  in  the  second  district  where  he  still  resides. 
The  first  member  of  the  family  to  locate  in  the 
district  was  his  great-grandfather,  James  Finley, 
an  attorney-at-law,  who,  however,  retired  from 
the  profession  after  a few  years  of  active  practice 
and  settled  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  J . I . 
Lewis.  He  became  a wealthy  planter  and  slave 
holder  and  acquired  valuable  possessions  that 
descended  to  his  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Washington  Finley, 
M.  D.,  was  born  in  the  second  district,  and  was 
educated  in  West  Nottingham  Academy  and  at 
Bel  Air,  Harford  County.  When  only  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  taught  Latin,  Greek  and  French 
in  Bel  Air  College.  Later  he  read  medicine  in 
the  office  of  a physician  in  Centreville,  and  then 
entered  the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1835.  Returning  to  the  old 
homestead,  he  practiced  his  profession  for  ten 
years,  but  afterward  gave  his  attention  wholly  to 
public  affairs  and  the  management  of  his  large 
property  interests.  A leader  of  the  Democracy, 
he  was  their  candidate  for  governor  in  1859.  In 
1852  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  delegates. 
For  three  successive  terms  of  four  years  each  he 
was  chief  judge  of  the  orphans’  court. 

The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Finley  was  Sarah  A. 
Harrison,  by  whom  he  had  sixteen  children,  but 
our  subject  and  J.  L.  alone  survive,  the  latter 
being  a physician  of  Church  Hill.  The  other 
children  died  when  young,  and  their  mother 
passed  away  on  New  Year’s  day  of  1872.  In 
1873  Dr.  Finley  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Mason, 
who  is  still  living.  He  died  August  3,  1896, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Church  Hill 
cemetery.  His  realty  possessions  were  large,  in- 
cluding the  ownership  of  eleven  hundred  acres 
and  town  property  in  Church  Hill. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  had  charge  of  the  place  since  1875. 
He  was  educated  in  West  Nottingham  Academy 
and  a school  in  Blair  County,  Pa.  In  1875  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  O. , daughter  of  Benjamin 
Coppage.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
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dren,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Sallie  M.  and 
James  W.  In  1893  Mr.  Finley  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
John  B.  Brown,  and  in  1895  he  was  elected  for  a 
full  term  of  four  years.  He  is  a strong  Democrat 
and  always  gives  his  allegiance  to  party  prin- 
ciples. His  landed  estate  comprises  four  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  engages 
extensively  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 


BRADFORD  COPPER.  The  Second  Na- 
tional Bank  is  one  of  the  sound  moneyed 
institutions  of  Kent  County.  The  known 
integrity  of  its  officials  and  their  ability  as 
financiers  have  brought  the  concern  a degree  of 
prestige  not  always  enjoyed  even  by  older  banks. 
Among  the  depositors  are  many  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  the  place,  as  well  as 
farmers  of  the  surrounding  country.  With  a 
paid  capital  of  $50,000,  the  bank  is  in  a position 
to  invest  money  advantageously  and  furnish  to 
its  depositors  the  usual  accommodations  of  busi- 
ness men. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Copper  has  been  cashier  of 
the  bank,  and  his  financial  acumen  has  promoted 
its  prosperity,  preventing  it  from  sinking  in  the 
quagmires  of  business  depression  that  in  the  past 
few  years  have  brought  bankruptcy  to  so  many 
concerns.  He  is  a member  of  an  old  family  of 
Kent  County.  His  father,  Joshua  Copper,  was 
born  here  in  1802,  followed  farm  pursuits  and  the 
occupation  of  a carpenter  in  early  life.  For 
thirty- five  years  he  held  the  office  of  steward  of 
the  almshouse.  He  died  in  1892,  at  the  great 
age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife,  who  was  about 
twenty  years  his  junior,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Millie  Perkins  and  was  born  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County;  she  now  makes  her  home  in  Kent 
County. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  the  young- 
est consisted  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
now  living,  four  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Sam- 
uel A.  is  a business  man  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
Jesse  R.  is  a successful  farmer  of  Kent  County, 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  three  miles  from  Chestertown  January  15, 
1863,  and  remained  at  home  until  fourteen  years 
of  age.  Meantime  he  received  the  advantages  of- 
fered by  the  public  schools  of  the  home  neighbor- 
hood. His  first  position  was  that  of  clerk  in  a 
store  at  Lankford,  this  county,  and  he  was  for 
thirteen  years  employed  as  clerk  in  different 
places.  Coming  to  Chestertown,  he  accepted  a 
position  in  a hardware  store  adjoining  the  Second 
National  Bank  and  remained  there  several  years. 
In  June,  1890,  he  entered  the  bank  as  cashier, 
managing  its  finances  in  a way  that  proves  his 
ability  and  uprightness. 

In  movements  for  the  benefit  of  Chestertown 
Mr.  Copper  manifests  a lively  interest.  While 
the  demands  of  his  position  leave  him  little  time 
for  public  service,  he  nevertheless  keeps  well 
posted  concerning  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  the  community,  as  well  as  those 
weightier  questions  that  have  to  do  with  our  na- 
tional prosperity.  In  politics  he  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  has  a pleasant  home  in  Ches- 
tertown, presided  over  by  his  accomplished  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  1893,  and  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Carroll. 


APT.  JOHN  H.  OZMON,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Centreville,  is  an  honored  son  of  Maryland, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Denton,  Caroline  County, 
June  1,  1828.  His  paternal  grandfather  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Talbot  County,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
at  his  death  left  a large  and  valuable  farm,  which 
remained  in  the  family  for  some  time.  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters,  the  former  being  Samuel  C.,  father  of 
our  subject;  William,  a farmer  and  boatsman,  who 
died  in  Talbot  County;  and  Henry,  who  always 
followed  the  water.  The  grandfather  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

Samuel  C.  Ozmon  began  his  earthly  career  in 
Talbot  County  in  January,  1807,  and  throughout 


his  business  life  also  followed  the  water,  being  in 
the  employ  of  the  bay  line  of  steamers,  running 
from  Baltimore  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  for  many  years. 
He  was  master  of  several  vessels  sailing  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries.  He  passed  away 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Ann  Willoughby,  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
Her  father,  Edward  Willoughby,  was  an  English- 
man by  birth,  and  came  to  this  country  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  English  army  during  the  war  of  1812, 
but  soon  afterward  deserted  and  later  made  his 
home  in  this  country.  He  married  a Miss  Moore, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Ozmon  was  the  eldest.  The  son, 
William  M.  Willoughby,  never  married.  For  a 
time  he  served  as  clerk  in  the  county  clerk’s  of- 
fice at  Denton,  Md.,  and  later  went  to  Grand 
Gulf,  Miss.,  where  he  was  cashier  in  a bank. 
Afterward  he  went  to  Cuba  and  engaged  in  the 
commission  business,  since  which  time  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  him. 

Our  subject  was  an  only  son,  but  had  two  sis- 
ters who  died  in  childhood.  When  a small  boy 
he  went  to  sea  with  his  father,  being  first  em- 
ployed as  assistant  cook,  but  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty  years  was  made  master  of  the  schooner 
Kent,  so  rapidly  had  he  been  promoted.  For 
forty  years  he  continued  to  follow  the  water,  sail- 
ing principally  upon  the  Chesapeake  and  its  trib- 
utaries. He  resided  at  various  places  until  the 
fall  of  1858,  when  he  located  permanently  in 
Centreville,  where  he  now  owns  considerable 
property,  including  twenty  houses  at  the  wharf, 
besides  his  own  fine  residence,  which  he  built  in 
1880.  Success  in  any  walk  of  life  is  an  indica- 
tion of  earnest  endeavor  and  persevering  effort; 
characteristics  that  the  captain  possesses  in  an 
eminent  degree.  As  a business  man  he  is  saga- 
cious and  far-sighted  and  in  his  undertakings  has 
met  with  a well-merited  success,  so  that  he  is 
now  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  prosperous 
citizens  of  Centreville. 

In  1857  Captain  Ozmon  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Isabella  Whiting,  a native  of  Caracas, 
South  America,  of  which  place  her  father  was  a 
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prominent  business  man.  After  his  death  her 
mother  married  his  brother,  with  whom  Mrs.  Oz- 
mon  came  to  this  country.  The  captain  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Florence 
Virginia,  now  the  wife  of  Capt.  Bedford  Lara- 
more,  a resident  of  Baltimore,  who  is  commander 
of  the  steamer  St.  Michael;  and  Joseph  Whiting, 
who  married  Minnie  Satterfield  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, John  Harry  and  Joseph  Roger.  Captain 
Ozmon  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  estimable  wife,  who  departed  this  life  about 
thirteen  years  ago.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  is  a courteous,  affable  gentleman, 
and  wherever  found,  whether  in  public  or  private 
life,  his  integrity  is  above  question  and  his  honor 
above  reproach.  Centreville  owes  much  to  him 
and  numbers  him  among  her  valued  citizens. 


EOL.  EDWARD  WILKINS.  Of  the  many 
men  who  have  contributed  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Kent  County,  few  have  accomplished 
more  in  its  behalf  than  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
who  was  especially  prominent  on  account  of  his 
identification  with  the  fruit  industry.  With  a firm 
faith  in  the  adaptability  of  this  soil  and  climate 
to  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  he  set  himself  energet- 
ically to  work,  making  of  the  subject  a “hobby,” 
and  soon  proving  by  actual  experience  that 
his  opinions  were  founded  on  facts.  The  land 
which  he  owned  was  situated  four  miles  from 
Chestertown,  on  the  Chester  River,  and  was 
planted  almost  entirely  to  fruit  trees.  At  one 
time  he  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  peach 
trees  on  his  five  farms,  as  well  as  a peach  dis- 
tillery and  a greenhouse,  where  fruit  was  ripened 
for  the  early  markets.  To  facilitate  the  trans- 
portation of  fruit,  he  had  a line  of  steamers  run- 
ning from  here  to  Baltimore,  where  he  marketed 
the  products  of  his  farm.  To  assist  in  the  care 
of  the  trees  and  packing  of  the  fruit  he  employed 
as  many  as  three  hundred  men  during  the  busy 
season.  He  was  emphatically  a pioneer  in  the 
fruit  industry  and  the  value  of  his  services  can 
scarcely  be  overestimated. 


A life-long  resident  of  Kent  County,  Colonel 
Wilkins  was  born  here  October  6,  1813,  the  only 
child  of  his  parents.  His  father  died  when  the 
son  was  small,  and  afterward  the  mother  married 
Robert  Constable.  Edward  was  sent  to  Massa- 
chusetts to  attend  school,  but  the  death  of  his 
stepfather  obliged  him  to  return  home  and  as- 
sume the  management  of  the  estate  for  his 
mother.  When  quite  young  he  became  inter- 
ested in  raising  fruit,  of  which  he  afterward 
made  a specialty,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his 
efforts  that  the  Eastern  Shore  was  brought  to  its 
present  high  rank  as  a fruit  center.  While  his 
attention  was  largely  given  to  the  management 
of  his  place,  his  was  not  a narrow  spirit  that 
centered  entirely  in  self.  He  was  interested  in 
public  improvements  and  projects  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people.  His  ability  was  recognized  by 
others  and  he  was  frequently  chosen  to  serve  in 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  As  judge 
of  the  orphans’  court  and  as  state  senator  from 
Kent  County,  he  rendered  his  fellow-citizens 
faithful  service,  discharging  every  duty  as  an 
official  in  an  able  and  satisfactory  manner.  Un- 
der the  administration  of  General  Grant  he  was 
appointed  collector  for  the  port  of  Baltimore.  The 
title  by  which  he  was  known  was  given  him 
while  serving  as  colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment 
of  Eastern  Shore  militia.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sons. When  death  removed  him  from  the  scene 
of  his  activities,  December  28,  1878,  it  was  felt 
that  the  county  had  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens, 
the  poor  a helpful  friend,  and  the  sorrowing  one 
whose  sympathy  could  always  be  relied  upon. 

By  his  first  marriage,  which  united  him  with 
Deborah  Jones,  Colonel  Wilkins  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  a son  and  two  daughters  attained 
mature  years.  The  son,  Edward  M.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Anna  Merritt.  The  daugh- 
ters, both  of  whom  are  deceased,  were  Juliana, 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Emory;  and  Maria,  whose  hus- 
band, James  Russell,  was  paying  teller  of  the 
Citizens’  National  Bank  of  Baltimore.  At  their 
death  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  left  several  chil- 
dren, who  are  living  in  Baltimore.  The  second 
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wife  of  Colonel  Wilkins  was  Frances  Olivia  Mer- 
ritt, of  Kent  County,  who  died  at  the  home  place 
January  20,  1877.  Of  her  five  children  four  are 
living,  namely:  Samuel  Merritt  Wilkins,  a resi- 
dent of  Chestertown ; Fannie  L. , wife  of  Edward  B. 
Jones;  Frank,  an  official  in  the  Baltimore  custom 
house;  and  Ben  N.  S.,  who  owned  the  old  home- 
stead. The  last-named  wTas  born  in  1854,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Washington  College  and 
the  state  normal  at  Millersville,  Pa.,  also  took  a 
business  course  in  a commercial  college,  and 
then  settled  down  to  the  busy  life  of  a farmer  and 
fruit  grower.  In  1895  he  removed  from  the  farm 
to  Chestertown,  where  he  now  resides.  In  April, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  magistrate  by  Governor 
Lowndes.  I11  his  political  faith  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, while  religiously  he  is  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

February  28,  1877,  B.  N.  S.  Wilkins  married 
Miss  Rebecca  R.  Gray,  daughter  of  John  R.  and 
Margaretta  Ann  (Anderson)  Gray.  Her  mater- 
nal grandfather,  Dr.  Anderson,  was  a prominent 
man  of  his  day.  Her  father’s  mother  was  a sister 
of  Commodore  John  Rogers  and  a relative  of 
Admiral  Raymond  Rogers.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilkins  are  named  as  follows:  Frances 
Olivia,  Ben  N.  S.,  Helen  Gray,  Maude,  Paul, 
Brayman  Rogers  and  Maurice  Gray. 


OSEPH  R.  USILTON.  Surnames  of  marked 
peculiarity  are  to  be  found  interwoven  with 
the  history  of  certain  districts,  and  form  one 
of  the  distinguishing  features  of  a locality,  and  so 
it  is  in  the  case  of  the  one  given.  Ofttimes  the 
family  name  of  a branch  of  pioneers  who  settled 
in  some  section  of  this  country  is  rarely  met  with 
outside  of  the  particular  original  settlement,  but 
is  very  well  known  there.  This  family  have  been 
most  prominent  hereabouts,  and  have  always 
stood  for  law  and  order,  progress  and  improve- 
ment and  good  citizenship. 

Joseph  R.  is  a son  of  Lewin,  and  a grandson  of 
Joseph  Usilton.  The  latter  resided  in  Chester- 
town several  years,  and  spent  all  his  life  in  Kent 


County,  his  occupation  being  farming.  Lewin 
was  also  an  agriculturist,  and  was  born  and 
reared  on  the  identical  homestead  which  is  now 
owned  and  operated  by  his  son,  our  subject. 
Altogether  he  was  the  happy  possessor  of  about 
twelve  hundred  acres,  and  owned  a number  of 
slaves  in  ante-bellum  days.  He  was  a man  of 
unusual  intelligence  and  liberality  of  nature,  and 
was  popular  with  all  who  knew  him.  A Demo- 
crat in  politics,  he  served  his  party  well,  once  as 
county  commissioner  and  two  terms  in  the  state 
legislature.  Death  claimed  him  in  1880,  when 
he  was  in  his  fifty- seventh  year.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Harriet  M.  Smyth,  departed  this 
life  in  1895,  aged  sixty-four  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  Richard  Smyth,  and  was  born 
and  brought  up  in  Kent  County.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  this  estimable  couple,  and  all  who 
survive  are  good  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral communities  where  they  dwell.  (See  sketch 
of  Jesse  Usilton  for  further  particulars  in  regard 
to  them.) 

The  birth  of  Joseph  R.  Usilton  occurred  at 
Rock  Point,  Kent  County,  October  5,  1855,  and 
in  the  ordinary  routine  of  life  upon  a farm  his 
boyhood  passed  quietly  and  without  marked 
events.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
worked  on  the  old  farm,  thoroughly  familiarizing 
himself  with  everything  relating  to  agriculture. 
This  knowledge,  acquired  in  the  school  of  actual 
experience,  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
him  in  later  years.  When  he  had  reached  his 
majority  he  took  charge  of  one  of  his  father’s 
farms,  and  later  carried  on  one  on  his  own  ac- 
count, it  being  situated  on  Green  Point.  Here 
he  was  a resident  seven  years,  on  the  expiration 
of  which  time  he  returned  to  the  old  home  farm, 
his  father  having  died  in  the  meanwhile,  and  has 
managed  the  place  ever  since.  It  comprises  three 
hundred  acres,  and  considerable  fruit  of  fine  va- 
rieties is  grown  upon  it. 

In  response  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  Mr.  Usilton  has  occupied  public  posi- 
tions to  some  extent,  and  has  always  given  the 
best  of  satisfaction.  He  was  register  and  judge 
of  elections,  and  in  1893  was  appointed  by  Mur- 
ray Vandiver  to  the  place  of  gauger  for  the 
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United  States  revenue  commission.  He  was 
obliged  to  resign,  however,  the  duties  of  the  office 
proving  too  arduous  for  him,  as  his  health  was 
not  of  the  best  at  that  time.  He  has  also  offi- 
ciated as  assistant  custodian  in  the  Baltimore 
postoffice.  In  1881  Mr.  Usilton  married  Mary 
F.  Aurlock,  who  was  the  widow  of  William  T. 
Skirven,  of  this  county.  She  is  a very  estimable 
lady  and  of  good  attainments,  mentally  and  soci- 
ally. She  is  a charming  hostess,  and  loves  to 
entertain  her  own  and  husband’s  many  friends 
and  well-wishers.  They  are  attendants  at  the 
Methodist  Church  and  give  towards  its  support. 


EORGE  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH.  One  of 
the  old  homesteads  of  Talbot  County  is 
Myrtle  Grove,  in  Easton  District,  which  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Goldsborough  family 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years.  Conspicuous 
among  its  buildings  is  the  commodious  brick 
mansion,  a portion  of  which  was  built  in  1734 
and  the  addition  in  1794.  Within  the  ancient 
dwelling,  in  days  gone  by,  were  entertained  many 
men  of  note,  who  were  drawn  hither  by  ties  of 
friendship  or  kinship.  Near  Myrtle  Grove  is 
another  estate,  Ashby,  also  owned  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  occupied  by  him  as  a summer 
residence.  In  this  dwelling  the  visitor  will  notice 
with  interest  a collection  of  oil  paintings,  por- 
traits of  members  of  the  family  from  an  early  day, 
and  there  are  also  other  souvenirs  interesting  to 
all.  Both  of  the  houses  are  picturesquely  situated 
on  points  of  land  jutting  down  into  the  water  and 
are  surrounded  by  groups  of  large  old  forest  trees, 
the  whole  combining  to  form  an  attractive  picture 
in  the  landscape  of  the  region. 

The  history  of  the  Goldsborough  family  is  full 
of  interest.  The  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in 
America  was  Nicholas,  a native  of  Dorchester, 
England,  and  an  early  settler  of  Kent  Island, 
where  he  died  and  was  buried.  Robert,  son  of 
Nicholas  and  a native  of  England,  settled  in 
Talbot  County  about  1670  and  purchased  a very 
large  tract  of  land,  a part  of  which  forms  the 


present  estates  of  Myrtle  Grove  and  Ashby. 
Robert’s  son,  Robert,  who  was  born  at  Ashby, 
had  a son,  Judge  Robert,  a native  of  the  same 
place,  and  for  years  a judge  of  the  circuit  court 
on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

Hon.  Robert  Henry  Goldsborough,  son  of 
Judge  Robert  and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Myrtle  Grove,  January  4,  1779,  and  graduated 
from-  St.  John’s  College  in  1796.  In  1800  he 
married  Henrietta  Maria,  daughter  of  Col.  Robert 
Lloyd  Nichols,  of  Talbot  County;  she  was  born 
on  the  family  estate,  Peach  Blossom,  and  died  at 
Myrtle  Grove  in  1838,  having  been  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  George  R.  alone  survives. 
In  1804  the  father  was  elected  to  a seat  in  the 
house  of  delegates.  In  1812  Governor  Winder 
appointed  him  United  States  senator  to  succeed 
Gen.  Philip  Reed,  deceased,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  for  the  full 
term  of  six  years.  He  was  again  elected  to  the 
house  of  delegates  in  1825.  Ten  years  later  he 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  E.  F. 
Chambers  in  the  United  States  senate  and  was 
holding  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
October  5,  1836.  Personally  he  was  a man  of 
many  charming  characteristics. 

At  the  family  home,  Myrtle  Grove,  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  born  April  11,  1821.  In  1848 
he  went  to  sea  as  clerk  for  a captain  and  sailed  to 
China,  being  absent  from  home  for  three  years. 
On  his  return  he  came  to  Ashby,  where  he  makes 
his  summer  home,  his  winter  residence  being  at 
No.  505  Cathedral  street,  Baltimore.  June  25, 
1862,  he  married  Eleanor  A.  Rogers,  of  Druid 
Hill,  Baltimore,  member  of  an  old  family  of  that 
city.  Her  father,  Lloyd  Nicholas  Rogers,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Her  ancestors  in 
1760  purchased  from  Lord  Baltimore  a tract  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres,  comprising 
the  Druid  Hill  farm,  which,  one  hundred  years 
from  the  time  it  was  patented,  was  sold  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  is  now  the  celebrated  park 
of  that  name.  Politically  Mr.  Goldsborough  is 
a gold  Democrat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goldsborough 
are  attendants  at  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church. 

As  might  be  expected  from  one  who  is  a great- 
great-granddaughter  of  Martha  Washington,  Mrs. 
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Goldsborough  is  deeply  interested  in  the  preser- 
vation of  Mt.  Vernon.  This  historic  place  is  the 
property  of  the  women  of  the  United  States,  by 
whom  it  has  been  restored  (as  far  as  possible)  to 
its  condition  at  the  time  General  Washington  re- 
sided there.  The  care  of  the  place  is  confided  to 
a board  of  vice-regents,  one  from  each  state,  who 
are  presided  over  by  a regent.  These  are  life  ap- 
pointments. The  duty  of  the  vice-regent  is  to 
see  that  the  home  and  the  tomb  of  Washington 
are  kept  in  perfect  repair  and  preserved  from 
injury.  They  meet  in  council  once  a year,  when 
each  vice-regent  reports  what  she  has  done  in  her 
state.  Appointed  a member  of  the  board  in  1893, 
Mrs.  Goldsborough  has  since  done  all  in  her 
power  to  interest  others  in  the  work,  and  has 
endeavored  to  induce  the  women  of  Maryland 
to  form  societies  in  each  county;  the  especial 
object  being  to  cultivate  among  the  young  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  Washington  and  a 
love  for  his  memory,  and  also  to  assist  by  contri- 
butions to  the  object  desired,  that  of  preserving 
the  home  of  Washington.  In  her  possession 
Mrs.  Goldsborough  has  the  original  painting  by 
Sharpless,  of  General  Washington,  which  has 
been  handed  down  from  preceding  generations; 
also  a medallion  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  a per- 
sonal gift  from  that  famous  soldier,  who  was  a 
warm  friend  of  Mr.  Goldsborough  and  frequently 
visited  him  at  his  home  in  Talbot  County. 


ROBERT  LEE  SPILMAN,  deceased,  was  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  true  southern  gentlemen 
of  old  Virginia,  and  possessed  the  distinctive 
traits  of  hospitality,  courtesy  and  generosity  which 
have  prevailed  among  them  from  time  immemorial. 
He  was  born  and  passed  his  youth  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, but  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century  of  his 
useful  career  was  identified  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Taylor’s  Island,  in  the  fourth  district  of  Dorchester 
County.  His  pleasant  home  was  beautifully  sit- 
uated on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Little  Choptank 
River,  also  overlooking  the  pretty  Oyster  Creek, 
which  bounds  the  farm  upon  the  western  side. 


The  house  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  this 
part  of  the  district,  and  everything  about  the  place 
bespeaks  the  presence  of  refined  and  cultured 
occupants. 

In  tracing  the  annals  of  R.  L.  Spilman,  it  is 
learned  that  his  birth  took  place  January  7,  1839, 
in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  and  that  the  first  six- 
teen years  of  his  life,  those  years  which  so  largely 
determine  what  the  man  is  to  become,  in  charac- 
ter and  development,  were  quietly  passed  amid 
the  influences  of  a happy  home.  He  was  an  am- 
bitious youth  and  when  he  was  entering  his 
seventeenth  year  he  went  to  Baltimore,  and  soon 
found  employment  with  a responsible  firm, 
Hodges  Brothers,  wholesale  dry  goods  merchants. 
There  he  continued  to  work  his  way  upward  in 
the  business  world  until  1859,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried. Soon  after  that  important  event  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Millwood,  Clarke  County,  Va.,  and  was 
engaged  in  carrying  on  a mercantile  enterprise 
there  for  some  five  years.  In  1864  he  located  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  and  during  the  next  four  years 
was  similarly  occupied,  in  spite  of  the  depression 
resultant  from  the  war.  It  was  in  1868  that  he 
eventually  returned  to  Baltimore,  where  as  before, 
he  conducted  a mercantile  business.  Two  years 
having  elapsed,  he  came  to  Taylor’s  Island,  and 
for  the  succeeding  three  years  taught  school.  In 
1873  he  purchased  the  land  which  is  now  the 
property  of  his  widow,  and  here  he  was  occupied 
in  the  duties  which  pertain  to  the  operation  of  a 
farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  fell  upon 
Christmas  day  1894.  His  life  had  been  that  of 
an  earnest  Christian,  and  for  years  he  had  been 
very  active  in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  the  warden  in 
the  congregation  for  a time,  and,  being  a fine 
singer  and  a natural  leader,  he  held  the  post  of 
chorister  for  a long  period. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Spilman  and  Miss  Annie 
Hooper  Pattison  was  solemnized  December  27, 
1859,  in  Cambridge,  in  which  city  she  was  born 
and  reared.  She  was  educated  in  the  higher 
branches  in  Patapsco  Institute,  Ellicott  City,  Md., 
and  is  a lady  of  fine  attainments  and  culture.  By 
a strange  coincidence  Mr.  Spilman  was  sum- 
moned from  her  side  by  the  angel  of  death  just 
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two  days  prior  to  the  thirty-fifth  anniversary  of 
their  wedding.  She  is  now  managing  the  farm, 
which  is  a tract  of  nearly  two  hundred  acres,  with 
good  ability,  being  assisted  in  the  task  by  her 
eldest  son,  Henry  Pattison.  Nannie  L- , her 
eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Dun- 
nock,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
Robert  Lee,  Jr.,  who  is  a clerk  in  that  city,  mar- 
ried Miss  Julie  E.  Provost.  Hattie  Keen  is  the 
wife  of  William  D.  Travis,  a merchant  of  Taylor’s 
Island.  Jeremiah  P.,  who  is  a clerk  in  Baltimore, 
married  Alice  Brooks.  Two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy. James  C.  H.,  who  married  Lulu  Keen, 
is  captain  of  a schooner  in  the  Baltimore  trade. 
Carrie  is  still  at  home.  The  mother  is  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  oldest  female  member  of  the  con- 
gregation yet  residing  here. 


NON.  WILLIAM  S.  WALKER.  To  those 
whose  affections  are  deep  the  power  of  asso- 
ciation is  strong.  One  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  people  of  Maryland  is  a love  of  their  state. 
The  tie  that  binds  them  to  the  place  familiar  to 
them  from  earliest  recollection  is  not  a fragile  one, 
that  may  be  broken  by  the  slightest  breeze  or  soft- 
est call  from  afar.  This  trait,  so  common  to  all  the 
native-born  sons  of  Maryland,  is  a conspicuous 
feature  in  the  character  of  Judge  Walker.  His 
attachment  for  Kent  County  is  deep-seated;  his 
interest  in  Chestertown  an  abiding  one.  Local 
measures  receive  his  co-operation  when  he  is  con- 
vinced of  their  wisdom.  In  the  management  of 
his  property  interests  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  he  has 
shown  an  ability  and  sagacity  that  are  invariable 
concomitants  of  success. 

In  Chestertown,  where  he  still  resides,  Judge 
Walker  was  born  January  6,  1832.  He  is  of  di- 
rect Scotch  descent,  his  grandparents,  John  and 
Christiana  (Graham)  Walker,  having  been  born, 
in  Scotland,  whence  they  emigrated  to  America 
in  1799,  and  made  settlement  in  Chestertown.  At 
that  time  they  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 


Church,  but  Mrs.  Walker  afterward  became  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodists.  The  judge’s  father, 
John  W.  Walker,  was  born  in  this  town  in  1800, 
and  remained  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  forty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a man  of  ex- 
cellent education,  thoroughly  informed  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  public  welfare,  and  actively  in- 
terested in  local  enterprises.  Though  not  an  in- 
cumbent of  any  office,  he  was  interested  in  politics 
and  was  an  advocate  of  Democratic  principles.  He 
had  one  brother,  Thomas,  who  was  a merchant 
in  Millington,  Kent  County. 

The  mother  of  Judge  Walker  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Constable,  and  was  born  in 
Kent  County,  where  she  died  in  1875.  In  reli- 
gious belief  she  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Isabella  (Stevenson)  Constable, 
the  former  a member  of  an  old  family  here  and  by 
occupation  a merchant  until  advancing  years  ren- 
dered active  labor  impracticable.  In  his  family 
there  were  three  sons,  namely:  John  S.  Constable, 
a farmer  by  occupation;  William  S.,  who  was  the 
largest  farmer  in  the  county,  owning  extensive 
tracts  here;  and  Albert,  a distinguished  lawyer 
and  at  one  time  judge  of  the  courts.  Our  subject 
and  two  sisters  were  the  only  members  of  the 
family  who  attained  mature  years.  The  older  sis- 
ter, Mary  Elizabeth,  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
W.  Archer,  a prominent  attorney  of  Harford 
County.  The  younger  sister,  Anna  Isabel,  mar- 
ried Dr.  William  H.  Gale,  of  Somerset  County, 
Md.,  but  is  now  deceased. 

The  literary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained principally  in  Washington  College,  and  in 
Princeton,  where  he  matriculated  in  the  fall  of 
1849,  graduating  in  1851,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  Afterward  he  engaged  in  farming  and  is 
still  the  owner  of  a valuable  estate.  In  1884  he 
was  elected,  against  his  will,  to  the  position  of 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  and  though  reluc- 
tant to  accept,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  do  so,  and 
served  so  satisfactorily  that  he  was  re-elected.  In 
the  local  councils  of  the  Democratic  party  he  is  in- 
fluential. He  has  been  identified  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church  all  his  life.  He  attends  the  various 
local  and  general  conventions  of  his  denomina- 
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tion,  and  has  been  trustee  of  the  Episcopal  fund 
for  the  diocese  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  is  one 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  Washington  College, 
in  the  work  of  which  he  is  deeply  interested. 

In  1855  Judge  Walker  married  Mary  Rebecca 
Ricaud,  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
(Gordon)  Ricaud,  of  Chestertown,  her  father 
having  been  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  dis- 
trict. They  are  the  parents  of  three  children. 
The  eldest,  Anna  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  H. 
Beck,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Walter  H.  and  Mary  R.  The  only  son  of 
Judge  Walker  is  William  S.,  Jr.,  who  married 
Jennie  Hines,  and  is  engaged  in  business  in  St. 
Louis.  The  youngest  child  is  Cornelia  Ricaud, 
who  resides  with  her  parents. 

■ — '<Q.  — 

^JEORGE  F.  BACON.  Among  the  leading 
and  influential  farmers  of  the  third  district 
of  Kent  County  who  thoroughly  under- 
stand their  business  and  pursue  the  avocation  of 
their  chosen  calling  in  the  methodical  and  work- 
manlike manner,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
He  was  born  in  1866  upon  the  farm  where  he  still 
makes  his  home  and  early  became  familiar  with 
all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agri- 
culturist. In  1887  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, which  comprises  one  hundred  and  five  acres 
of  valuable  and  productive  land,  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming. 

His  father,  Charles  Bacon,  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey  and  of  English  descent.  During 
early  life  he  was  a sailor  and  for  a number  of 
years  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  along 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  but  in  1866  came  to  Kent 
County,  Md. , where  he  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Rachel  Mulford,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children:  Charles,  now  a resident  of  Tol- 
chester,  Md.;  Mary,  the  widow'  of  John  Wal- 
raven,  of  Camden,  N.  J.;  Alexander,  a farmer  of 
the  third  district,  Kent  County;  and  George  F. , 
the  youngest.  For  many  years  the  father  was  a 


consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  took  an  active  part  in  its  work,  and  died 
in  that  faith  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years. 

Amid  rural  scenes  George  F.  Bacon  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  took 
charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully operated.  In  1882  he  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Miller,  of 
Kent  County,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  Ellen  and  Arthur. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Bacon  is  an  un- 
swerving Democrat,  wffiile  socially  he  has  for 
some  time  affiliated  with  the  Heptasophs  Order, 
with  which  he  has  been  officially  connected. 
With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church.  Both  as  a business 
man  and  true  citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
wfith  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  his  friends 
are  many  throughout  the  county. 


OHN  E.  WILSON.  To  those  who  devote 
themselves  assiduously  to  their  chosen  occu- 
pation, success  is  the  almost  invariable  re- 
sult. Already  a goodly  degree  of  prosperity  has 
come  to  Mr.  Wilson  in  his  legal  work,  and  un- 
doubtedly future  years  w'ill  bring  him  added  honors 
and  increased  success.  While  he  has  practiced 
his  profession  for  a comparatively  brief  period 
only,  he  has  nevertheless  displayed  the  possession 
of  acute  powers  and  broad  professional  knowl- 
edge, and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising  lawyers 
of  Centreville. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  E.  Wilson,  was 
born  in  Christiana,  Del.,  and  received  an  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  Elkton  (Md.) 
Academy.  Entering  the  legal  profession,  he  de- 
voted the  most  of  his  active  life  to  work  as  an  at- 
torney, and  in  Elkton  and  vicinity  gained  con- 
siderable prominence.  I11  1890  he  was  a candidate 
for  congress,  but  suffered  defeat  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  ticket.  His  death  occurred  in  1892. 
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He  married  Hannah  D.  Broomall,  a native  of 
Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  who  now  resides  near 
Elkton,  Md.  In  her  family  there  are  five  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Winter  L- , a practic- 
ing civil  engineer,  is  in  Central  America,  where 
he  is  connected  with  the  establishment  of  govern- 
ment boundary  lines;  Everett  B.,  likewise  a civil 
engineer,  resides  in  Lambertville,  N.J.,  where 
he  is  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad; 
Harry  C.  resides  with  his  mother  at  home;  Fred- 
erick is  also  at  home;  Bertha  is  a trained  nurse 
in  Philadelphia;  Laurine,  Mary  M.  and  Hannah 
C.  are  at  home. 

In  Elkton,  where  he  was  born  November  21, 
1872,  our  subject  passed  his  early  years.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  Elkton  Academy, 
Delaware  College,  and  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  in  December,  1893, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  after  which  he  practiced 
in  his  native  town  until  February,  1896,  and  since 
the  latter  date  has  been  in  Centreville.  Interest- 
ed in  public  affairs,  he  is  a pronounced  Repub- 
lican, and  in  November,  1897,  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  the  state  legislature  from  Queen 
Anne’s  County. 


AMES  BENJAMIN  BRIGHT,  of  Kent  Is- 
land. Among  those  who  first  settled  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  was  James  Bright, 
probably  a native  of  England,  and  an  emigrant 
to  America  in  boyhood.  Establishing  his  home 
on  Kent  Island,  he  here  married  and  reared  a 
family  comprising  ten  children.  Of  these  James, 
the  oldest  male  heir,  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  estate  and  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools.  Selecting  agriculture  as  his  occu- 
pation, he  began  the  cultivation  of  a farm  on  the 
island,  and  such  was  his  enterprise  that,  though 
beginning  poor,  he  became  in  time  the  owner  of 
large  landed  estates.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  Civil  war  brought  him  losses,  but  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  his  real-estate  possessions.  He 
was  considered  one  of  the  most  progressive  men 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  when  in  life’s  prime 


probably  accomplished  as  much  for  his  home 
neighborhood  as  any  resident  there.  His  death 
occurred  in  1875. 

By  the  marriage  of  James  Bright  and  Susanna 
Eareckson  the  following-named  children  were 
born:  Martha  S.,  Mrs.  Richard  Cray,  of  Kent 

Island;  Sarah  E.;  John  Eareckson,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Mary  E.;  Annie,  wife  of  James  P.  Nor- 
man, a resident  of  Kent  Island;  James  Benjamin; 
and  Laura,  wife  of  R.  R.  Kelly,  of  Baltimore. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  Kent  Is- 
land September  22, 1844,  and  here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Agriculture  has  been  his  life  work,  and 
he  personally  superintends  and  manages  most  of 
his  property,  which  includes  more  than  twelve 
hundred  acres. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  Bright  began  in 
1872  with  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Thomas  and 
ended  with  the  death  of  his  wife  February  28, 
1897.  She  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  W.  Thomas, 
a prominent  farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
a granddaughter  of  Kensey  Harrison,  a promi- 
nent attorney  of  Centreville,  now  deceased.  In 
character  she  was  noble  and  true,  kind  to  those 
in  need,  and  especially  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
her  husband,  to  whom  her  death  was  a deep  be- 
reavement. Side  by  side  with  him  she  worked 
for  the  good  of  the  church  and  the  promotion  of 
religious  enterprises,  the  two  holding  active  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  seven  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bright  are 
named  as  follows:  Benjamin  Harrison;  Maggie 

A.,  wife  of  Arthur  Cockey,  of  Kent  Island;  James 
Thomas,  a graduate  of  Dover  Academy  and  of 
the  Maryland  Law  School  and  a rising  young  at- 
torney of  Centreville;  Katherine  F. , Mary  O., 
Loleta  E.  and  Charles  M.  Mr.  Bright  owns  a 
beautiful  country  home  near  the  village  of  Kent 
Island.  A man  of  unquestioned  ability,  he  has 
managed  his  large  financial  interests  with  skill. 
He  is  a large  stockholder  and  a director  in  the 
Queen  Anne’s  Bank  of  Centreville,  Md.  In  local 
politics  he  maintains  a constant  interest,  and  in 
the  work  of  the  Democratic  party  has  been  ac- 
tive. For  two  years  he  has  held  the  position  of 
county  commissioner,  and  he  also  acted  as  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  Democratic  state  central  committee 
from  Queen  Anne’s  County  for  four  years.  With 
many  of  the  worthy  interests  of  Kent  Island  and 
Queen  Anne’s  County  he  has  been  intimately 
identified,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  the 
leading  men  of  his  locality.  Well  and  favorably 
known,  his  opinions  upon  all  matters  are  respect- 
ed and  he  is  trusted  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


THOMAS  HOLLAND,  Jr.,  member  of  the 
drug  firm  of  Tucker  & Holland,  of  Centre- 
ville,  was  born  in  Ruthsburg,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  October  3,  1870.  He  is  a member  of  a 
family  that  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County  for  a number  of  generations, 
their  connection  with  this  locality  having  been  in 
every  way  creditable  to  themselves.  Through 
their  enterprise  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  improvements  were  introduced,  land 
was  placed  under  cultivation  and  the  condition  of 
the  people  ameliorated. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Hol- 
land, was  born  in  Queen  Anne’s  County  in  1798, 
and  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a farm  here 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1865.  Our 
subject’s  father,  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Holland,  was  born 
near  Church  Hill,  in  this  county,  October  26,  1834, 
and  in  1862  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  before  which 
he  taught  school  for  six  years,  earning  the  money 
with  which  to  defray  his  expenses  while  in  college. 
For  thirty-five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Ruthsburg,  where  he  was 
known  as  a skillful,  accurate  physician.  He  built 
up  a large  practice,  and  would  have  become 
wealthy  had  it  not  been  for  the  generosity  of  his 
nature  and  his  kindness  in  giving  professional 
service  gratuitously  to  those  in  need.  In  1896, 
having  retired  from  active  practice,  he  removed  to 
Baltimore,  where  he  is  now  living  in  retirement. 
A member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
six  years,  and  one  of  its  teachers  for  some  time. 

Early  in  life  Dr.  Holland  was  a stanch  Demo- 


crat, but  the  observations  of  later  years  induced  a 
change  in  his  sentiments.  Noticing  the  evils 
wrought  by  the  use  of  intoxicants,  he  opposed 
their  licensed  sale,  and  in  1881  allied  himself  with 
the  Prohibition  party.  He  at  once  became  prom- 
inent in  that  organization  and  was  recognized 
as  one  of  its  local  leaders.  In  1891  he  was  its 
candidate  for  the  position  of  state  senator  and  made 
a creditable  race,  polling  many  votes  even  among 
those  of  other  parties.  He  wrote  frequently  for 
the  press,  sometimes  upon  the  temperance  ques- 
tion and  sometimes  upon  matters  pertaining  to 
agriculture,  in  which  he  was  also  interested. 
While  residing  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  he  made 
his  home  upon  a farm  of  fifty  acres.  In  1868  he 
was  made  a Mason,  and  has  since  adhered  to  the 
lofty  principles  for  which  that  order  stands.  His 
sense  of  honor  and  duty  is  very  high.  To  him 
the  responsibilities  of  life  are  very  serious,  so  that 
when  confronted  with  an  important  duty  he 
throws  his  whole  soul  into  its  discharge.  Par- 
ticularly has  this  been  true  of  his  professional 
career.  As  a physician  he  has  ever  been  on  the 
alert  to  grasp  the  latest  developments  in  the 
science  and  his  skill  has  been  widely  recognized. 
With  most  successful  professional  men,  their  per- 
sonal affairs  engross  their  attention  so  entirely 
that  they  have  little  time  and  less  inclination  for 
public  matters.  The  duties  of  citizenship  are 
neglected  by  them.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Dr. 
Holland  that,  in  the  midst  of  professional  respon- 
sibilities, he  has  always  shown  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  has  endeavored  to  per- 
form his  every  duty  as  a citizen. 

Dr.  Holland  married  Priscilla  Atwell,  who 
was  born  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  at  West 
River,  in  1840,  being  a descendant  of  English 
ancestry.  She  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  Atwell, 
who  died  upon  his  farm  in  Queen  Anne’s  County 
in  1864,  leaving  a son,  George  W.  Atwell,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  Kent  Island,  and  five 
daughters:  Mrs.  James  Scott,  of  Baltimore;  Mrs. 
W.  H.  H.  Hopkins,  of  Kent  Island;  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Lowery,  of  Baltimore;  Mrs.  Alfred  Tucker,  Sr., 
of  Centreville;  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  Holland,  of 
Baltimore.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Holland  have  three 
sons,  the  youngest  of  whom,  George  W.,  resides 
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upon  and  cultivates  the  old  home  place.  The  eld- 
est, Joseph  W. , graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  is 
now  assistant  resident  physician  to  the  Maryland 
University  Hospital  in  Baltimore.  The  only 
daughter,  Annie  R.,  is  a student  in  the  state 
normal  school. 

Reared  upon  a farm  and  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  our  subject  took  up  the  study  of  phar- 
macy under  Charles  H.  Walters,  and  in  1892,  after 
eighteen  months  of  training  for  the  business,  he 
formed  his  present  partnership  with  Alfred  Tuck- 
er, Sr.  He  gives  his  attention  almost  wholly  to 
business  affairs  and  has  started  out  with  a deter- 
mination to  succeed.  He  is  a steward  in  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  an  officer  in  the 
order  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a prominent 
figure  in  the  social  functions  of  Centreville. 


ILLIAM  MAXWELL  WATTS,  principal 
of  the  Still  Pond  schools,  is  a native  of 
Kent  County,  his  birth  occurring  on  a farm 
near  Still  Pond  in  1874.  His  grandfather,  George 
Watts,  was  also  born  in  Kent  County,  where 
he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  as  a carpenter 
and  builder  in  Chestertown  and  Still  Pond.  The 
family  is  of  English  extraction  and  is  probably 
descended  from  Isaac  Watts.  The  grandfather 
served  all  through  the  war  of  1812  as  a member 
of  Judge  Chambers’  company,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Caulksfield,  where  Sir  Peter  Parker 
was  killed.  He  died  in  1830,  at  the  age  of 
forty-two.  The  children  born  of  his  first  mar- 
riage, to  Miss  Greenwood,  are  all  now  deceased. 
After  her  death  he  married  Mary  Spry,  of  Milling- 
ton, Md.,  and  William,  father  of  our  subject,  is 
the  only  one  of  the  five  children  born  of  this 
union  that  still  survives. 

William  Watts,  Sr. , was  born  in  Chestertown 
in  1820,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Balti- 
more, where,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  began  learn- 
ing the  tailor’s  trade  with  Holtzman  & Hunt, 
whom  he  accompanied  on  their  removal  to  Bains- 
ville,  Ohio,  working  at  his  trade  in  that  place 


for  four  years.  On  his  return  to  Maryland  he 
was  similarly  employed  in  Chestertown  and  Still 
Pond  until  1849,  when  he  opened  a general  store 
in  the  latter  place,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted for  sixteen  years,  selling  out  in  1866. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  the  Brook  farm, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  1862,  and  has  since 
made  that  place  his  home,  while  devoting  his 
time  and  attention  to  farming  and  fruit-raising, 
making  a specialty  of  peaches.  Upon  his  farm  he 
has  about  five  thousand  trees,  and  in  1876 
exhibited  the  finest  peaches  at  the  Philadelphia 
Centennial.  - He  has  about  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  is  engaged  in  stock-raising  and  dairying 
to  some  extent. 

In  early  manhood  William  Watts,  Sr. , wedded 
Miss  Mary  Jones,  who  died  leaving  one  daughter 
who  is  still  living,  namely:  Mary  R.,  wife  of  J. 
F.  Wilson.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Watts 
chose  Miss  Lavinia  Palmatary,  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons,  William  Maxwell,  of  this  review,  and 
Charles  Garfield,  of  Chestertown.  Formerly  the 
father  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  since  186c 
has  been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  several  years  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  second  district.  For  over  half 
a century  he  has  been  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Still  Pond  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  has  served  as  steward  in  the  same  for 
many  years.  He  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  honored  citizens  of  his  community. 

I11  the  public  schools  near  his  childhood  home, 
Professor  Watts  began  his  education,  later  at- 
tended Dover  Academy,  where  he  graduated  in 
1890,  and  then  entered  Dickinson  College,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  1893  with  the 
degree  of  Ph.  B.  During  that  summer  he  at- 
tended Cornell  University  of  New  York,  and  after 
his  graduation,  in  the  fall  of  1893,  he  took  charge 
of  the  high  school  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year.  The  next  year  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  teaching  on  account  of  his  eye- 
sight failing,  and  subsequently  taught  private 
pupils  until  the  fall  of  1896,  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  schools  of  Melitota,  remaining  there  until 
the  death  of  Professor  Starkey,  when  he  was 
chosen  principal  of  the  schools  of  Still  Pond,  and 
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has  since  acceptably  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
responsible  position.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  able  educators  of  the  county,  having  the 
power  of  readily  imparting  the  knowledge  he  has 
acquired  through  years  of  constant  study  and 
devotion  to  his  work. 

Professor  Watts  was  married  November  12, 
1895,  to  Miss  Jane  F.  Penny,  of  Schenectady,  N. 
Y. , and  they  now  have  a little  son,  William  M.,  Jr. 
They  are  both  earnest  and  devoted  Christian 
workers,  holding  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Watts  serves  as  a 
local  minister.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Dickinson  College,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics.  While  in  Dickinson  Col- 
lege he  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  Dickinson 
Weekly  and  Monthly  Journal , and  has  since  con- 
tributed many  able  articles  in  both  prose  and 
poetry  to  various  magazines  and  papers.  He  also 
took  a number  of  photographic  views  while  at 
the  World’s  Fair  in  1893,  which  were  published 
in  the  Western  Magazine. 

: — » e — — 

HARLES  HENRY  BEDFORD  MASSEY, 
M.  D.,  deceased,  was  a prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Kent  County.  His  keen 
intellect,  indomitable  will  power,  rare  judgment 
and  good  sense,  made  him  a born  leader  and  in- 
sured success  in  all  his  undertakings.  From  a 
long  line  of  ancestors  he  doubtless  inherited 
many  of  the  traits  of  justice,  integrity  and  kind- 
ness of  heart  which  called  forth  the  admiration  of 
contemporaries  and  the  emulation  of  posterity. 
He  was  born  on  the  old  Massey  estate  October  4, 
1828,  and  attended  Newark  (Del.)  College, 
when  acquiring  his  higher  education.  Having 
finished  a medical  course  at  the  University  of 
Maryland,  Baltimore,  he  engaged  in  practice  for 
a few  years,  but  eventually  gave  his  whoie  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  the  estate  which  he 
inherited,  it  being  a portion  of  the  original  home- 
stead which  had  been  in  the  family  for  genera- 
tions. Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  busy 


career,  his  death  occurring  June  11,  1891.  He 
was  interested  in  what  transpired  in  the  field  of 
politics  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
part}'.  In  1867  he  was  a member  of  the  consti- 
tutional convention.  In  1855  Dr.  Massey  mar- 
ried Mary  Amanda  Oldham,  whose  parents  were 
George  W.  and  Susan  Ann  (Biddle)  Oldham. 
Her  father,  who  was  born  on  Bohemia  Manor, 
Cecil  County,  Md.,  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  in  his 
native  county.  Her  grandfather,  Col.  Edward 
Oldham,  fought  in  many  important  battles  of  the 
Revolution,  and  belonged  to  the  original  order  of 
The  Cincinnati;  his  father  was  Col.  Edward  Old- 
ham, Sr.,  of  Kentucky,  who  fought  in  the  Indian 
wars.  The  family  came  from  England  with  Lord 
Baltimore.  Four  sons  and  two  daughters  sur- 
vived Dr.  and  Mrs.  Massey:  George  O. ; Susan 
E.,  wife  of  Philip  A.  M.  Brooks,  of  Kent  County; 
Charles  H.  B.;  Herman  B.;  Mary  Ella  and 
Eben  T.  The  branch  of  the  Massey  family  to 
which  the  doctor  belonged  was  founded  in 
America  by  one  Peter  Massey,  who  came  from 
England  in  1644.  He  had  a brother,  Hugh,  who 
for  services  rendered  the  government  in  the  re- 
bellion of  1645  was  made  Lord  Massey,  with 
estates  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  Later  two  other 
brothers  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in  Kent 
County,  taking  up  their  residence  on  a large  tract 
of  land  for  which  they  had  grants.  This  property, 
“Massey’s  venture,’’  comprised  about  twenty 
thousand  acres,  situated  in  the  upper  part  of 
Kent  County;  on  this  land  is  now  located  parts 
of  Millington  and  Massey,  and  several  farms  of 
the  original  estate  are  still  in  the  possession  of 
direct  descendants. 

In  1760  a descendant,  Nicholas,  went  to  North 
Carolina  and  became  the  founder  of  the  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  families.  During  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  Elijah  Massey  was  an  officer  in  the 
Maryland  lines,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Fort 
Mifflin,  where  he  was  in  command  after  the  war. 
He  married  his  cousin  Hannah,  and  their  only 
son,  Benjamin,  also  married  his  cousin,  Elizabeth 
Massey;  they  had  seven  children:  Eben  T. , 
Col.  Elijah,  Benjamin  Franklin,  James,  George 
W. , Pamelia  and  Caroline.  Eben,  who  married 
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his  cousin,  Emily  Ann  Massey,  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  became  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  educated  at  Princeton  College, 
New  Jersey,  and  settled  on  his  estate  near 
Massey,  where  he  lived  and  died. 

Col.  Elijah  took  a prominent  part  in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  as  a member  of  Halleek’s  staff. 
Benjamin  F. , who  went  to  Missouri  about  1830, 
became  noted  as  a politician  and  was  twice  state 
senator,  also  secretary  of  state.  Several  of  his 
children  have  won  distinction  as  lawyers  and 
physicians.  James  was  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  George  W.  was  an  attorney  in 
Centreville,  but  died  young.  Pamelia  married 
her  cousin,  Joshua  Massey,  and  went  to  Alabama; 
some  of  her  children  became  prominent  citizens. 
J.  Albert  was  a minister  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Addeson  is  an  attorney  of  Memphis.  Caioline 
died  unmarried. 


EV.  LEONIDAS  B.  BALDWIN  has  been 
rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Parish,  in  Easton,  Tal- 
bot County,  for  several  years  past,  his  church 
being  known  as  Christ’s  Church.  He  is  a man 
of  unusual  attainments  and  fine  executive  ability, 
and  is  an  earnest,  logical  and  eloquent  speaker. 
To  his  parishioners  and  the  public  in  general  he 
is  giving  thorough  satisfaction,  and  his  many 
friends  in  this  district  will  be  pleased  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  perusing  his  history  as  here  out- 
lined. 

The  ancestors  of  the  above  were  Congregation- 
alists  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Milford 
and  New  Haven,  Conn.  The  little  colony  arrived 
on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1635,  and 
within  three  or  four  years  the  settlements  of  New 
Haven  and  Milford  were  established  by  them. 
Since  then  the  Baldwins  have  always  been  repre- 
sented in  the  annals  of  that  region.  When  the 
people  of  New  Haven  celebrated  the  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  founding,  and  when, 
a year  later,  there  was  held  a similar  jubilee  in 
Milford,  our  subject  attended  the  festivities.  His 


father,  Joseph  B.,  was  born  in  Milford,  November 
29,  1802,  and  when  he  was  married  espoused  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  faith.  His  wife  was  Cynthia 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Elam  Bradley.  The  family  to 
which  she  belonged  date  back  to  the  founding  of 
the  New  Haven  colony  and  were  prominent  in 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  In  fact  their 
history  can  be  traced  to  one  Captain  Bradley, 
who  won  his  title  in  Cromwell’s  army,  in 
England.  The  only  brother  of  our  subject  is 
Joseph  C.,  president  of  the  New  York  Dye  Wood 
Company,  of  New  York  City. 

L.  B.  Baldwin  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
March  5,  1834,  being  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  Baldwins  native  to  that  historic  city.  He  re- 
ceived preparatory  training  for  college  in  Hop- 
kin’s  Grammar  School,  in  his  home  place,  and  in 
i860  he  graduated  from  Trinity  College.  His 
theological  studies  were  completed  at  Berkeley 
Divinity  School,  Middletown,  Conn.  In  1863 
he  was  ordained  by  Bishop  Williams,  and  in  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  priesthood. 
His  first  charge  was  St.  Mark’s  Parish,  in  New 
Britain,  Conn. ; and  still  later  of  St.  James’  Church, 
Birmingham,  Conn. , which  position  he  held  accept- 
ably many  years.  Next,  removing  to  Boston,  he 
was  rector  of  St.  Mark’s  for  seven  years,  and  from 
there  went  to  St.  James’  Church,  Keene,  N.  H. 
Owing  to  the  poor  health  of  a beloved  daughter 
he  sought  a pastorate  further  south,  and  to  this 
fact  is  due  his  occupancy  of  his  present  parish. 
He  has  been  here  more  than  five  years,  and  has 
endeared  himself  greatly  to  all  who  know  him. 
The  church  is  a progressive  and  flourishing  one, 
and  rejoices  in  the  possession  of  as  complete  a 
theological  library  as  can  be  found  in  this  region. 
It  was  willed  to  the  church  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  H. 
M.  Mason. 

In  1863  Mr.  Baldwin  married  Annie  M.  Wil- 
lard, daughter  of  William  D.  Willard,  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  Two  children,  a daughter  and  a son, 
came  to  bless  their  home,  but  death  has  called 
them  to  the  better  land.  Alice  S.  died  in  Easton, 
Md.,  during  young  womanhood,  and  Joseph  Wil- 
lard died  in  New  Hampshire  when  just  upon  the 
threshold  of  a busy  and  most  promising  career. 
In  1895,  through  the  courtesy  of  his  parishioners 
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Mr.  Baldwin  was  privileged  to  travel  extensively 
in  Europe,  and  upon  his  return,  lie  delivered  a 
number  of  most  interesting  and  instructive  lect- 
ures. 


NON.  WASHINGTON  A.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  of 
Taylor’s  Island,  Parson’s  Creek  district, 
Dorchester  County,  is  one  of  the  oldest,  if 
not  the  oldest,  practitioner,  in  years  of  continuous 
service  in  the  healing  art,  in  the  county,  and  is 
favorably  known  along  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  is 
recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  our  local 
politics,  and  has  been  a stanch  Republican  since 
the  war  clouds  of  our  great  civil  strife  rolled 
away.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  on 
the  Whig  ticket  in  1849,  when  a young  man,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Maryland  constitutional 
convention  of  1864.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  house  of  delegates  and 
served  two  terms  in  that  body.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate;  in  1870  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  house  of  delegates,  and  subsequently 
in  1875,  thus  making  him  six  terms  a member  of 
the  house  and  one  term  in  the  senate.  In  1880 
he  was  the  regular  nominee  of  the  party  for  con- 
gress from  the  first  district  of  Maryland,  and  two 
years  later  was  the  nominee  for  the  state  comp- 
trollership.  In  1896  he  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  presidential  elector  and  had  a ma- 
jority in  the  state  of  thirty-two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  leading  his  ticket. 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  Republican  state 
central  committee  for  six  years  and  has  just  been 
re-elected  for  two  years  more.  Thus,  for  about 
half  a centur3'  he  has  figured  in  the  political 
world,  though  he  is  a politiean  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word  solely.  He  is  a man  who  never 
considers  his  own  personal  interests,  but  is  deeply 
concerned  in  whatever  affects  the  public  welfare, 
holding  the  good  of  the  majority  as  a sacred 
trust. 

Though  a man  of  venerable  age,  Mr.  Smith  is 
exceptionally  well  preserved,  and  is  as  active  and 
enthusiastic  as  a man  in  the  prime  of  life.  Should 
he  live  until  Christmas  day  of  1897,  he  will  be 


seventy-seven  years  of  age,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred December  25,  1820.  Notwithstanding 

the  fact  that  over  half  a century  has  passed  since 
he  located  here  and  began  his  career  as  a medical 
man,  he  still  practices  among  several  families  of 
his  friends  and  old  clients.  He  has  never  been 
one  of  the  kind  who  consider  the  chief  end  and 
aim  of  life  is  the  acquisition  of  a fortune;  so, 
though  he  is  comfortably  well-off,  he  is  not 
wealthy,  as  he  might  have  been  had  he  so  desired. 
He  is  a native  of  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  and  is 
the  only  survivor  of  a family  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  of  Frederick  and  Mary  E.  (Cover) 
Smith.  His  elementary  education  was  obtained 
in  the  country  schools  and  at  fourteen  he  entered 
Winchester  Academy,  in  Winchester,  Va.  After 
several  years  spent  in  the  higher  studies  he  de- 
cided to  adopt  the  medical  profession  as  his  own, 
and  matriculated  in  Prof.  John  R.  Dunbar’s 
Medical  Institute  of  Baltimore.  Later  he  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Maryland  in  the 
medical  department,  in  the  class  of  1844.  It 
was  then  his  expectation  to  go  to  Mexico,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  impending, 
but  he  was  prevented  from  carrying  out  this  plan. 
Accordingly,  he  remained  in  Dunbar  Institute 
for  another  year,  attending  an  additional  course, 
and  then  came  to  Taylor’s  Island,  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  Originally  a Henry  Clay 
Whig,  he  was  yet  in  sympathy  with  the  south, 
being  influenced  by  the  fact  that  he  had  slaves, 
representing  a value  of  about  $30,000.  He  is  a 
vestryman,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  for  thirty  years. 

In  1847  Dr.  Smith  married  Jane  L-  Travers,  of 
this  place,  and  her  death  occurred  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-three  years.  She  left  five  children, 
viz.:  Charles  D.,  M.  D.,  of  Hooper’s  Island,  this 
county;  Annie  F.  .widow  of  Dr.  ThomasJ.  Correll, 
of  Baltimore;  Virginia, wife  of  M.  M.  Dunnock,  a 
farmer  of  this  vicinity;  W.  Breckenridge,  a 
student  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland;  and  Capt.  Samuel  F.,  who 
died  at  about  thirty-four  years  of  age.  The 
second  marriage  of  Dr.  Smith  was  with  Mrs. 
Martha  E.  Travers,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F. 
Berry,  of  Prince  George’s  County,  Md. 
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Frederick  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a native  of  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  that  place,  engaged  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  fine  plantation.  He  was  likewise  a 
Henry  Clay  Whig  and  was  a successful  man  in 
the  business  world.  He  died  when  about  seventy- 
two  years  old,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
had  ever  known  him.  His  father,  Charles  Smith, 
was  a native  of  the  province  of  Lorraine,  France, 
and  was  a sub-lieutenant  in  the  French  army 
during  the  Revolution  there.  Afterwards  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in  Virginia, 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  wife 
of  Frederick  Smith  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Cover.  She  was  a native  of  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  and  lived  to  be  seventy  years  old.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

M.  RASIN  is  the  popular  and  cheerful 
proprietor  of  a general  country  store  at 
Melitota,  third  district,  Kent  County.  He 
is  very  well  known  in  these  parts,  for  he  was 
born  and  grew  to  maturity  here,  and  his  interests 
have  always  been  identical  with  those  of  most  of 
his  life-long  associates  and  friends.  A young 
man  of  undaunted  will  and  force  of  character, 
not  readily  discouraged,  industrious  and  pains- 
taking, he  will  surely  win  the  victory  in  the  bat- 
tle of  life. 

The  original  ancestor  of  the  Rasin  family  in 
America  settled  in  Kent  County  several  genera- 
tions ago,  having  immigrated  from  Ireland.  Philip, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  his  brother  Will- 
iam laid  their  lives  and  services  at  the  feet  of 
liberty  during  the  continental  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, and  the  last-mentioned  rose  to  the  rank 
of  captain.  They  were  all  farmers  and  were 
shrewd,  active,  progressive  business  men.  De- 
lany,  father  of  M.  M.  Rasin,  always  lived  in  the 
borders  of  Kent  County  with  the  sole  exception 
of  two  years  spent  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He 
met  with  good  success  in  his  financial  ventures, 
and  was  a practical  farmer.  He  died  in  1887, 
upon  the  seventy-fourth  anniversary  of  his  birth. 


His  wife  was  Mary  E.  Beck  before  their  marriage, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them,  all  but  three 
of  the  number  still  living. 

M.  M.  Rasin  was  born  in  this  county  in  1855, 
and  is  the  eldest  surviving  son  in  his  parents’ 
family.  He  received  such  education  as  could  be 
obtained  in  the  country  schools  of  his  boyhood 
days  and  remained  dutifully  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  During 
this  period  he  had  mastered  every  detail  of  agri- 
cultural work,  and  when  the  time  came  for  him 
to  manage  a farm  of  his  own  he  was  amply 
equipped  by  long  experience.  It  was  in  1877 
that  he  first  took  entire  charge  of  a farm  for  him- 
self, the  place  being  situated  near  this  village, 
and  here  he  continued  to  dwell  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1892  he  bought  out  Mr.  Wood,  who 
owned  a general  store,  and  since  then  has  carried 
on  the  business.  He  keeps  a full  line  of  provi- 
sions, dry  goods,  etc.,  and  supplies  his  many  pat- 
rons with  new,  fresh  stock,  renewing  it  from 
time  to  time.  He  is  a Democrat  politically,  and 
was  collector  for  the  third  district  during  the 
term  of  1885  and  1886. 

In  1882  Mr.  Rasin  married  Alphonzo  Parks, 
daughter  of  A.  R.  Parks,  formerly  a respected 
citizen  of  the  third  district  and  postmaster  at 
Still  Pond,  now  deceased.  They  have  three  in- 
teresting children,  two  bright  little  boys  named 
Merritt  and  Parks,  and  a sweet  little  daughter, 
Minnie,  who  is  the  sunshine  of  the  household. 


ENJAMIN  R.  DURDING,  ex -postmaster 
of  Rock  Hall,  is  a very  active  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  Democracy,  and  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County,  in  July, 
1893.  He  served  in  this  capacity  until  Septem- 
ber 28,  1897,  and  gave  general  satisfaction  to  all 
classes  of  our  citizens.  Prompt  and  faithful  in 
the  minutest  detail  of  his  department,  he  en- 
deavored to  please  his  political  opponents,  as  well 
as  his  adherents,  and  certainly  succeeded  be- 
yond his  expectations.  In  every  good  word  and 
work  started  with  a view  of  benefiting  this  com- 
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inunity,  lie  is  to  be  found  in  the  first  ranks.  As 
a public  man  and  in  the  domestic  circle,  he  is  to 
be  admired  for  his  genuine  worth  and  noble 
qualities. 

John  T.  Durding,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  East  Neck  Island,  Kent  County,  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  life.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  nearly  twenty-one, 
helping  to  run  the  old  farm,  and  giving  his  father 
all  of  his  time  save  what  was  required  in  gain- 
ing an  education.  About  1848  he  went  to  Balti- 
more, and  there  became  financially  concerned  in 
a manufacturing  venture,  and  was  connected  with 
this  enterprise  as  long  as  he  lived.  In  this  fac- 
tory all  sorts  of  implements  and  tools  were  made, 
and  an  extensive  trade  had  been  built  up,  when, 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  the  proprietor  was  sum- 
moned to  his  final  rest.  A hero  of  the  war  of 
1812,  he  was  one  of  the  sharpshooters  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  North  Point  and  the  de- 
fense of  Baltimore.  His  parents  were  old  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens  in  their  home 
neighborhood,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland. 
The  wife  of  John  T.  Durding  was  a native  of  Bal- 
timore and  died  in  the  full  moon  of  early  woman- 
hood, being  but  thirty  years  old  when  she  was 
forced  to  leave  her  home  and  four  little  children. 
They  have  all  since  passed  away,  save  B.  R.  and 
Mary  Ann,  a sister. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  June  1,  1830, 
in  Baltimore,  and  in  that  metropolis  he  spent  the 
first  ten  years  of  his  career.  At  that  time  he 
came  to  the  home  of  his  paternal  grandparents, 
on  this  side  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  remained  with 
them  about  five  years,  while  he  attended  school 
here.  Then  returning  to  his  native  place,  he 
learned  the  ship-joiners’  trade,  and  worked  at  it 
for  a time.  In  1851  he  settled  in  Rock  Hall,  and 
has  since  then  been  occupied  in  general  carpen- 
tering and  house-building  in  this  locality.  Marks 
of  his  handiwork  are  to  be  seen  all  arouud  the 
village,  and  his  work  has  always  been  most  satis- 
factory. 

The  happy  home  of  Mr.  Durding  has  been 
presided  over  many  years  by  his  faithful  wife, 
who  joined  her  fortunes  to  his  in  July,  1850.  She 
was  formerly  Martha  H.  Stephens,  born  in  this 


district  July  16,  1833,  and  here  grew  to  maturity. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  in 
order  as  follows  : John  and  Amanda,  deceased; 

James  M.;  William  P.;  Andrew  Jackson  Lee; 
Elinora;  Thomas  B.,  who  is  represented  in  another 
part  of  this  volume;  Howard  R.,  Annie  and  Mill- 
ard, all  deceased.  Mrs.  Durding  is  a lady  whom 
to  know  is  to  love,  and  for  years  she  has  been  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

— - > <s£+S<*- — c— : — 

EHARLES  SAULSBURY.  There  are  few 
men  living  on  the  Eastern  Shore  whose  ca- 
reer has  extended  over  a longer  period  in 
the  annals  of  Talbot  County,  and  yet  whose 
minds  and  bodily  faculties  are  more  vigorous 
than  is  the  case  with  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  review.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  and  his  life  was  thenceforth  one  of  hard 
work  and  hardship  during  his  youth.  In  spite 
of  the  many  obstacles  which  lay  along  his  path- 
way, he  was  of  a brave  heart  and  of  a disposition 
that  would  not  succumb  to  temporary  defeat,  and 
thus  he  became  what  he  is  to-day,  a man  of  in- 
fluence and  competence. 

A native  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  Charles 
Saulsbury’s  birthplace  was  near  Anthony’s  Mills, 
and  not  far  distant  from  the  town  of  Denton.  The 
event  took  place  December  7,  1812,  and  the  first 
eight  years  of  his  life  were  passed  beneath  his 
father’s  roof.  His  parents  having  died,  he  was 
bound  out  to  a man  in  Delaware,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years.  Returning  then  to  Caro- 
line County,  and  but  eleven  years  old  as  yet,  he 
found  a friend  in  one  John  Clarke,  and  was  reared 
in  his  family.  He  learned  the  details  of  farming 
and  dwelt  in  his  native  county  until  1863,  when 
he  became  a permanent  resident  of  this  district. 
In  1881  he  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he 
now  lives,  and  which  is  a finely -cultivated  tract 
of  three  hundred  acres,  all  in  one  body.  The 
home  is  located  on  the  Boonesboro  road,  about 
four  miles  from  the  town  of  Trappe.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  whatever  he  possesses 
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has  been  the  result  of  his  own  labor  and  toil,  the 
proprietor  may  be  very  justly  entitled  to  the 
honor  of  having  been  a self-made  man. 

In  1835  Mr.  Saulsbury  married  Sophia  Rowe, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Lizzie  the  only 
one.surviving.  In  1843  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  Collins,  and  their  five  children 
were  named  as  follows:  John;  Abraham;  Georg- 
iana,  wife  of  J.  M.  Davis;  Richard  W.  and  James. 
The  last-mentioned  died  when  in  his  twenty- 
second  year,  when  his  future  was  most  promising, 
and  his  loss  is  still  deeply  felt  in  the  home  circle. 
For  sixty  years  Mr.  Saulsbury  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  has  served 
in  official  capacities.  He  has  led  an  upright, 
strictly  just  life,  striving  to  do  his  whole  duty 
toward  God  and  man,  and  when  he  is  summoned 
to  his  reward  his  memory  will  continue  to  be 
cherished  by  generations  who  follow  in  his  foot- 
steps and  pattern  after  him. 


HON.  ALBERT  W.  SISK  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  progressive  business  men  of 
Caroline  County  and  in  1893  was  elected  to 
serve  in  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  councils  of  the  state  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1894.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Democracy,  but  has  found  little  time  to  hold  public 
office  of  late  years,  as  his  financial  interests  re- 
quire his  constant  attention.  He  is  the  only 
broker  in  canned  goods  on  the  peninsula,  and  with 
his  home  and  headquarters  at  Preston,  he  tran- 
sacts a business  amounting  to  nearly  a quarter  of 
a million  dollars  per  annum.  He  buys,  sells  and 
ships  all  kinds  of  canned  vegetables  and  fruit  and 
has  personally  built  up  an  immense  trade. 

Albert  W.  Sisk  is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  five 
children,  and  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Preston 
June  11,  i860.  He  was  afforded  liberal  school 
advantages  and  was  educated  in  the  higher 
branches  in  Preston  Academy,  after  which  he 


taught  with  success  for  about  three  years.  He 
then  established  himself  in  business  here  and  has 
been  one  of  our  chief  merchants  since.  He  and 
the  members  of  his  family  are  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  have  been  his 
forefathers  for  generations.  He  was  married  in 
1884  to  Miss  Sallie,  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Henri- 
etta (Kelly)  Fletcher,  who  is  a faithful  and  loving 
helpmate,  and  presides  over  their  beautiful  and 
cultured  home  with  true  womanly  dignity. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  the  Sisks  it  is  found 
that  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country  of  whom 
record  has  been  kept  was  one  Joseph  Sisk,  whose 
son  David  was  born  in  October,  1753.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Foster  August  14,  1796,  and  of 
their  children  Joseph  F.,  who  was  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  August  2,1797.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Elliott  January  6, 
1820.  Their  family  numbered  the  following  chil- 
dren: Thomas  F.,  who  was  born  in  1820  and  died 
in  infancy;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1822;  David  F. , 
who  was  born  1823  and  died  while  young  ; Will- 
iam, our  subject’s  father,  born  in  March,  1825; 
Francis  A.,  born  in  1827;  Mary  A.,  in  1829; 
David  (the  second  of  the  name),  in  1831,  and 
Susanna,  in  1834. 

William  Sisk  was  a native  of  this  county,  as  is 
believed,  and  certainly  lived  here  from  early 
childhood.  He  resided  for  a few  years  in  Dor- 
chester County,  but  was  engaged  in  oper- 
ating his  farm  here  in  Carolina  County,  near 
Preston,  most  of  his  mature  life,  and  was  blessed 
with  a good  measure  of  prosperity.  December 
23,  1845,  William  Sisk  and  Lucetta  Dean  were 
married  in  Dorchester  County,  and  of  their  union 
five  children  were  born.  Amanda,  the  eldest,  be- 
came the  wife  of  J.  W.  Kerr,  of  this  county. 
Susie  E.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Joseph  F. 
and  Thomas  J.  (twins)  are  merchants;  and  Albert 
W.  completes  the  family.  He  was  a leader  in  all 
local  affairs  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Democracy. 
He  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  was  a man  of  genuine  piety  and 
goodness,  one  whom  everyone  loved  and  revered. 
He  was  summoned  to  his  reward  March  31,  1888 
mourned  by  all  who  had  had  the  privilege  of 
knowing  him, 
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ILLIAM  M.  SLAY.  No  citizen  of  Clies- 
tertown  is  held  in  greater  respect  than  he  of 
whom  we  write.  As  a member  of  the  local 
bar  he  ranks  high,  as  was  evident  when  his 
fellow-citizens  chose  him  as  their  state’s  attorney. 
As  a public  officer  his  record  is  blameless  and 
speaks  volumes  in  his  favor.  He  is  a man  of 
uprightness  and  strength  of  character,  one  whose 
daily  life  will  bear  the  closest  inspection.  Such 
an  one  the  thoughtful  people  delight  to  honor, 
and  still  greater  things  are  doubtless  in  store  for 
him. 

Though  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  his 
birth  having  occurred  there  August  5,  1847,  Mr. 
■Slay  belongs  to  a Kent  County,  Del.,  family.  His 
father,  William  Slay,  was  born  in  Delaware,  in 
1810,  and  was  a farmer  and  merchant  by  occupa- 
tion. He  resided  in  Maryland  for  a few  years, 
and,  having  returned  to  his  old  home,  where  he 
stood  second  to  none  in  point  of  popularity,  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  fill  responsible  positions 
of  trust  and  honor  for  the  people.  In  early  life 
he  was  a member  of  the  county  court  and  subse- 
quently was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
Delaware  legislature.  His  death,  which  occurred 
in  April,  1885,  was  felt  to  be  a public  loss.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Louisa  Onins,  who  likewise 
was  from  Delaware,  and  a native  of  Kent  County. 
She  died  many  years  ago,  when  her  children 
were  quite  young,  the  year  of  the  sad  event  being 
1851.  The  eldest,  John  O.,  died  in  the  prime 
of  a brilliant  legal  career;  Mary  E.  and  Martha 
are  living  and  unmarried. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  passed  unevent- 
fully in  Kent  County,  Del.  He  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools  and  in  a private  school  of  Dover. 
In  1865  he  matriculated  in  Yale  University, 
graduating  from  there  in  1868  with  honors. 
Coming  to  Chestertown  he  was  made  principal  of 
our  schools,  and  at  the  same  time  pursued  legal 
studies  with  his  brother  and  George  Vickers. 
In  April,  1872,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
since  then  has  been  actively  engaged  in  general 
practice,  his  specialty  being  equity  cases.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  state’s  attorney,  and  served 
most  acceptably  for  the  full  term  of  four  years. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was  again 


nominated  for  the  office,  but,  with  the  rest  of  his 
ticket  of  that  year,  was  defeated  by  the  opposi- 
tion candidate.  The  only  secret  society  which 
claims  him  as  a member  is  the  Odd  Fellows,  with 
which  fraternity  he  has  been  connected  many 
years. 

In  December,  1885,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Slay 
and  Augusta  Eccleston  Hynson  was  celebrated  in 
this  city,  at  the  home  of  the  lady.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  one  of  our  leading  citizens,  Richard 
Hynson,  and  was  brought  up  in  this  place,  re- 
ceiving a fine  education.  She  is  a lady  of  culture 
and  versatile  accomplishments  and  makes  sincere 
friends  wherever  she  goes. 


RTHUR  EMORY  SUDLER,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  sons  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  his  birth 
having  occurred  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
the  first  district,  where  he  still  lives.  From  i860 
to  1876  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  this  community,  and  stands 
well  in  the  estimation  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  whether  in  a business  or  social 
way.  The  founder  of  the  family  of  which  he  is  a 
sterling  representative  was  the  owner  of  a fine 
tract  of  about  a thousand  acres  in  this  count}', 
and  upon  a part  of  the  estate  the  village  of  Sud- 
lersville  was  located.  They  have  been  identified 
fully  with  every  progressive  movement  in  this 
region  having  as  its  object  the  development  of 
our  local  resources,  and  have  been  noted  for 
marked  ability  and  talent  joined  to  superior  execu- 
tive force.  The  date  of  the  doctor’s  birth  was 
February  22,  1839.  He  was  educated  within  the 
walls  of  his  parental  abode,  private  tutors  train- 
ing him  in  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  sciences 
and  languages.  He  was  a bright,  ambitious 
youth,  and  was  but  seventeen  when  he  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  his  uncle, 
Dr.  William  J.  Sudler,  of  Sudlersville.  In  1859 
he  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia,  and  at  once  returned  home,  where 
he  opened  an  office  and  established  himself  in  his 
practice.  Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  much  of 
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his  time  to  the  management  of  his  extensive 
property  interests.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  nine 
acres,  comprised  within  his  home  farm  and  two 
other  tracts  of  about  three  hundred  acres  each. 
In  addition  to  these  he  is  in  partnership  with  A. 
J.  Gadd  in  the  ownership  of  three  hundred  acres 
and  a canning  factory,  where  a full  line  of  the 
vegetables  and  fruits  raised  in  this  vicinity  are 
preserved  for  the  general  consumption  of  the  pub- 
lic. He  also  has  large  real-estate  holdings  in  the 
village  of  Sudlersville.  The  enterprise  has  proved 
a good  investment  and  brings  in  sure  returns. 

Dr.  Sudler  is  a pillar  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  has  not  only  served  as  a class- 
leader  and  exhorter,  but  was  called  upon  to  rep- 
resent the  church  in  the  general  conference  which 
convened  in  Omaha  in  1892.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  school 
commissioner  of  this  county  since  1882.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  R.  P.  Foster  was  cele- 
brated in  1869,  and  their  happy  life  together  con- 
tinued but  a few  brief  years,  as  she  was  summoned 
to  the  home  beyond  in  1876.  Their  only  child, 
Foster,  was  educated  in  Wilmington  Conference 
Academy,  of  Dover,  Del.,  and  in  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  A.  M. 
in  1894.  In  1896  he  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
spending  one  year  in  the  University  and  Havard 
hospital  in  Philadelphia,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  practice  here.  He  is  a young  man  of 
excellent  attainments,  was  always  at  the  head  of 
his  classes,  and  has  a most  promising  future 
before  him. 

John  Wells  Emory  Sudler,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Sudlersville,  January  11,  1817, 
and  when  fourteen  commenced  serving  as  a clerk. 
He  remained  here  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  there  held  a similar  po- 
sition some  three  years.  With  the  experience  thus 
gained,  he  returned  home  and  went  into  business 
with  his  father  and  to  this  branch  of  endeavor 
devoted  his  energies  from  1838  to  1850.  He  then 
retired  to  Rose  Villa,  a part  of  the  old  family  es- 
tate, and  here  he  made  his  home  during  the  rest 
of  his  busy  career.  In  1857  he  was  elected  to  the 
house  of  delegates  and  two  years  later  was  made 


judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  serving  four  years. 
Again,  in  1867,  he  was  sent  to  the  legislature  and 
his  public  life  did  not  terminate  until  1881.  He 
was  a most  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  at  various  times  recording 
secretary  or  steward,  trustee,  class  leader,  Sun- 
day-school superintendent,  etc.  April  26,  1838, 
he  married  Mary  R.,  only  daughter  of  John  Mor- 
ling,  of  Wye  Landing,  Talbot  County.  She  died 
in  March,  1865,  leaving  four  children:  Dr.  A. 
E. , John  M.,  William  Jackson  and  Eugenia 
(Mrs.  S.  S.  .Goodhand).  June  11,  1868,  Mr. 
Sudler  married  Martha  Virginia,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hopkins,  of  Caroline  County,  and  they 
have  two  sons  and  a daughter:  Carroll  H.,  of 
Chicago;  Charles  H.,  a member  of  the  city  corps 
of  engineers  of  Philadelphia;  and  Virginia,  of 
Philadelphia. 


NON.  JAMES  McREA  ROBERTSON.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  honored 
sons  of  Maryland,  and  a most  distinguished 
resident  of  Cambridge,  is  pre-eminently  a self- 
made  man.  He  began  life  with  a definite  pur- 
pose in  view,  worked  faithfully,  honestly  and 
with  a will  for  its  accomplishment,  and  now  en- 
joys a reputation  that  is  by  no  means  limited  by 
the  boundaries  of  Dorchester  County.  In  public 
affairs  he  has  taken  a prominent  and  active  part, 
and  is  now  serving  as  clerk  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  and  treasurer  of  Dorchester 
County. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  born  November  15,  1842, 
near  what  is  now  Mardela  Springs,  in  Wicomico 
County,  but  at  that  time  was  Barren  Creek 
Springs,  Somerset  County,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Henrietta  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Robertson,  both 
now  deceased,  the  former  dying  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  the  latter  when 
our  subject  was  only  two  years  and  a-half  old. 
There  were  two  children  by  this  union,  the 
younger  being  Maria  Henrietta,  now  the  widow 
of  Nathaniel  Dasliiell  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  SI19  lives  at  Quantico,  M4-  The  fa- 
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ther  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Leah  Evans,  of  Somerset  Count)’,  Md., 
and  of  the  five  children  born  to  them  only  one  is 
now  living,  Albert,  a lumberman  of  Whaleyville, 
Va.  The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dougherty,  and  be- 
longed to  a family  that  was  early  established  in 
Nantieoke  Township,  Wicomico  County,  near 
the  mouth  of  Nantieoke  River. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  until  seventeen  years 
of  age  our  subject  passed  upon  a farm,  after 
which  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  on 
locating  at  Vienna,  Dorchester  County,  in  1866, 
he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  While 
attending  school  in  his  native  district  he  took 
up  the  study  of  surveying  under  the  direction  of 
his  teacher,  James  Benton  Armstrong,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  whom  he  has  ever  since  been  bound  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  friendship. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Robertson  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Hester  Le  Compte,  a daughter  of  Solomon 
S.  and  Henrietta  (Nichols)  Le  Compte,  but  she 
died  after  a short  married  life  of  five  years.  In 
1878  Mr.  Robertson  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Susie  C.  Judson,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  is  a 
sister  of  Dr.  Harry  P.  Judson,  dean  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  and  is  second  cousin  of  ex- 
President  Cleveland.  Two  children  grace  this 
union,  Edgar  Wallace  and  Gilbert  Bernard. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Robertson  has 
been  a prominent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  locality,  and  his  fellow- 
citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have 
chosen  him  to  several  important  positions.  While 
residing  in  Vienna,  in  1870,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  governor  justice  of  the  peace,  which  office  he 
held  for  four  consecutive  years,  and  in  1877  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  county  surveyor,  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  capably  discharged  for 
six  years.  In  1885  he  was  elected  to  the  Mary- 
land house  of  delegates  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  upon  his  retirement  from  that  office  in  1887 
he  resumed  contracting  and  building  in  Vienna. 
He  was  appointed  school  commissioner  by  Judge 
Charles  P\  Goldsborough  in  January,  1892,  and 
continued  as  such  up  to  July,  1894,  when  he  was 
made  treasurer  of  Dorchester  County.  His  duties 


he  has  ever  discharged  with  marked  fidelity  and 
promptness,  and  he  has  proved  a most  capable 
and  popular  official.  He  is  a man  of  fine  appear- 
ance, warm-hearted  and  generous,  and  wherever 
known  is  held  in  high  regard,  his  public  and 
private  life  being  alike  above  reproach.  Al- 
though his  own  educational  advantages  were 
meager,  he  has  a great  regard  for  scholarship 
and  learning,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  educational  as  well  as  the  material  in- 
terests of  his  adopted  county. 

- <:  - 

ACOB  B.  CROWDING,  who  was  born  in 
Newcastle  County,  Del.,  April  9,  1840,  and  in 
that  state  spent  the  first  thirty-one  years  of 
his  busy,  prosperous  life,  has  been  an  honored 
citizen  of  Kent  County,  Md.,  for  over  a quarter 
of  a century.  His  well-improved  and  valuable 
estate  is  prettily  situated,  and  was  formerly  known 
as  the  Muddy  Branch  farm,  when  owned  by  Will- 
iam Thomas.  It  numbers  some  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  well  kept  up  and  thrifty  in 
appearance. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Crowding  by- 
name, was  a native  of  Delaware,  and  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Newcastle  County.  His  father, 
Jacob,  likewise  born  in  Delaware,  operated  and 
owned  a fine  farm  which  was  located  on  the  shore 
of  Delaware  Bay,  and  was  styled  High  Woods 
farm.  The  family  is  of  German  descent,  but 
has  had  representatives  in  America  for  several 
generations  and  has  been  remarkable  for  traits 
of  sobriety,  honesty  and  industry.  All  of  these 
characteristics  are  to  be  found  strongly  fixed  in 
the  person  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  and  many 
other  admirable  qualities  have  come  down  to  him 
by  inheritance.  George  Crowding  died  when  in 
the  prime  of  early  manhood,  being  but  thirty-five 
years  old  when  death  released  him  from  his 
labors,  in  1848.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Anna  Suthall,  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health,  and  has  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years.  She  is  a native  of  Newcastle 
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County,  and  is  now  living  in  Wilmington,  Del. 
By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children,  as  named  : Mary,  widow  of  George 
Daniels;  Jacob  B.;  Anna,  wife  of  William  Ba- 
con, of  Philadelphia;  and  Janet,  deceased  wife  of 
Samuel  Thomas. 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  Jacob  B.  Crowd- 
ing were  devoted  to  the  routine  of  agriculture,  as 
much  of  his  maturer  career  has  also  been.  Such 
education  as  he  boasted  was  that  to  be  found  in 
the  neighboring  schools,  but  to  this  foundation 
he  added  wide  general  information.  When  he 
was  about  thirty-one  years  old  he  came  to  this 
vicinity  and  located  upon  the  Debby  Turner  farm, 
and  cultivated  the  place  some  thirteen  years  suc- 
cessfully. It  was  in  1883  that  he  purchased  the 
Muddy  Branch  homestead.  Though  his  father 
was  a Whig  in  politics,  he  favors  the  Democracy, 
but  is  not  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
formerly  a trustee  in  the  same. 

October  17,  1867,  Mr.  Crowding  married  Ruth 
Robinson  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine 
children.  Two  of  the  number  died  in  infancy, 
and  two  when  grown,  and  those  who  survive  are 
Walter,  Jacob  B.,Jr.,  Eddie,  Ida  and  Charles. 
Walter  is  at  Still  Pond,  but  is  working  for  his 
father  on  the  farm. 


NON.  THOMAS  E.  J.  RIDER.  In  every 
community  there  are  a few  men  whose 
ability  and  energy  make  them  conspicuous 
figures  in  the  professional,  educational,  social  or 
business  life  of  the  locality.  Such  a man  is  the 
subject  of  this  review,  who  has  long  and  ably 
filled  the  responsible  position  of  state’s  attorney 
for  Wicomico  County.  A prominent  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  every  campaign,  and  is  true  to  his 
party,  whether  it  rests  under  the  shadow  of 
defeat  or  triumphs  in  a splendid  victory.  As  a 
speaker  he  has  few  superiors  on  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  his  ability  in  this  direction  causes  his 
service  to  be  brought  into  requisition  in  the 
political  campaigns. 


At  Wellington,  on  the  Wicomico  River,  near 
Quantico,  Somerset  County  (now  within  the 
limits  of  Wicomico  County),  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  February  3,  1836,  being  the  son 
of  Charles  Rider,  a lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Maryland  militia  and  the  owner  of  a very  large 
landed  estate.  In  1854  he  graduated  from 
Washington  Academy,  in  Princess  Anne,  Md., 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the 
junior  class  at  Jefferson  College,  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  took  the  regular  course  of 
study,  graduating  in  1856,  with  honors.  On  his 
return  to  Wicomico  County  he  was  chosen 
principal  of  the  Salisbury  Academy,  where  he 
proved  a successful  and  efficient  instructor. 
However,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  follow  teach- 
ing for  a life  work.  In  1858  he  resigned  his 
position  in  the  academy,  and  began  to  read  law 
in  the  office  of  Jones  & Irving,  at  Princess  Anne, 
and  after  two  years  of  study  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  From  1861  to  1864  he  was  school  examiner 
for  Somerset  County  and  in  the  latter  year  was 
elected  to  the  legislature,  where  he  served  one 
term  and  was  also  a member  of  the  extra  session 
of  1866. 

A member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1867,  Mr.  Rider  was  conspicuous  for  his  partici- 
pation in  the  legislation  in  that  distinguished 
body.  In  the  November  election  of  1867  he  was 
chosen  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  new 
county  of  Wicomico,  and  held  that  position  for 
six  years,  after  which  he  declined  further  re- 
nomination. In  1885  he  was  appointed  state’s 
attorney,  by  the  bench,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
of  three  years  of  Joseph  A.  Graham.  Since  then 
he  has  been  elected  three  terms  to  the  same  office, 
and  at  the  third  election,  in  1895,  he  was  chosen 
without  opposition,  although  there  were  three 
other  tickets  besides  the  Democratic  in  the  field. 
This  fact  is  a well-merited  testimonial  of  his 
popularity  and  the  efficiency  with  which  he  had 
conducted  affairs  connected  with  the  office.  In 
addition  to  holding  the  office  of  state’s  attorney 
he  has  been  counsel  for  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  for  a number  of  years. 

In  1873  Mr.  Rider  married  Miss  Josephine 
A.  Toadvine,  of  Salisbury,  Md.,  and  the  same 
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year  he  removed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
practiced  for  five  years.  On  the  death  of  his 
father-in-law,  Purnell  Toadvine,  he  returned  to 
Salisbury,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1883 
his  wife  died,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Mary, 
who  graduated  from  Melrose  in  1890  and  now 
presides  over  her  father’s  home.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Rider  is  connected  with  the  Improved  Order 
of  Heptasophs,  in  which  he  has  been  honored 
with  the  highest  office,  that  of  supreme  archou. 


ACOB  S.  DENNY  is  a well-to-do  merchant 
of  Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
resides  in  a beautiful  home  in  the  village, 
having  built  and  planned  the  structure  himself. 
He  is  one  of  the  native  products  of  this  town,  his 
birth  having  occurred  here  in  March,  i860,  and 
here  he  was  reared  to  man’s  estate.  His  educa- 
tion was  such  as  the  schools  of  the  place  afforded, 
and  here  he  learned  the  initial  steps  that  are 
necessary  to  a man  of  business.  In  short,  his 
whole  history  has  been  closely  associated  with 
our  pretty  little  town,  and  none  of  our  merchants 
and  representative  citizens  are  more  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  classes  than  he.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  all  improvements 
and  movements  calculated  to  benefit  the  locality, 
and  can  always  be  relied  upon  to  promote  what- 
ever is  best  and  right,  in  so  far  as  his  power 
extends. 

He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Tolson  and  Henrietta 
(Mowbray)  Denny.  The  former  was  born  on  the 
western  shore,  and  followed  boating  and  farming 
extensively  until  within  a few  months  of  his 
death,  he  having  been  drowned  in  August,  1859, 
in  the  Patapsco  River.  He  was  married  on  Kent 
Island  to  the  daughter  of  Henry  Mowbray,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  was  a resident  of  Kent  Island  for 
man}’  years.  His  eldest  son,  John  F.,  died  when 
he  was  a bright  and  promising  young  man  of 
eighteen  years.  William  H.  and  Charles  H.  are 
well  and  favorably  known  residents  of  Kent 
Island. 

Jacob  S.  Denny  commenced  his  career  in  the 


world  of  business  by  obtaining  a clerkship  in  this 
place,  and  occupied  a similar  position  for  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  years.  He  thoroughly  mas- 
tered all  the  details  of  the  work  and  was  thus  well 
equipped  to  enter  the  field  on  his  own  account, 
which  he  did  in  1893.  He  bought  the  stock  of 
William  H.  Denny,  his  brother,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded beyond  his  expectations.  He  is  a stalwart 
Democrat,  and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs.  He  is  entitled 
to  great  credit,  for  he  is  literally  a self-made  man. 
His  father  died  a few  months  before  the  birth  of 
Jacob  S. , and  he  was  thus  left  without  the  pro- 
tection and  care  of  a father  during  his  tender 
years,  when  such  training  is  of  untold  value  to 
the  impressionable  mind  of  youth. 

In  1889  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Denny  and  Miss 
Clara  V.  Bryan  took  place  in  the  Queenstown 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Robert  and  granddaughter  of  Robert  S.  Bryan, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Mary  Edith.  She  is  a lady  of  good  educa- 
tion and  culture,  and  is  a devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  Queenstown. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  are  generous  in  their 
contributions  to  the  work  of  religious  and  charit- 
able enterprises  in  their  locality,  and  are  heartily 
in  touch  with  all  worthy  philanthropies  which  aim 
to  uplift  the  downcast  and  afflicted. 


OHN  DAVID  URIE  is  one  of  the  ablest 
members  of  the  Chestertown  bar,  and  for 
several  years  past  has  been  the  efficient  and 
capable  state’s  attorney  for  Kent  County.  We 
are  glad,  indeed,  to  place  the  record  of  so  worthy 
a citizen  among  those  who  have  won  honors  and 
fame  in  this  section  of  Maryland.  His  history 
is  an  interesting  and  instructive  one,  for  it  shows 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  an  intelligent,  ener- 
getic young  man  who  is  not  discouraged  by  ob- 
stacles in  his  pathway.  The  founder  of  the 
Urie  family  in  America  was  one  Thomas.  He 
was  a Scotchman,  from  the  city  of  Qlasgow, 
Scotland,  and  settled  in  the  lower  part  of  Kent 
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County,  Md.,  near  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  about 
1725.  From  that  time  to  the  present  the  Urie 
family  have  been  numbered  among  the  substan- 
tial land  holders  of  the  county.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  England,  and  highly 
esteemed  by  the  community.  His  son  John  was 
also  a member  of  the  same  church.  He  operated 
a coopering  establishment  for  many  years  in  Kent 
County  and  accumulated  a moderate  fortune. 
James,  his  son,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  the  industry  of 
manufacturing  woolen  goods  in  the  south.  His 
extensive  mills  employed  a large  force  of  men  at 
Urieville,  Md.  He  was  a man  of  wealth  and  im- 
portance in  the  county,  and  frequently  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  what  is  now  known  as  the 
board  of  county  commissioners.  So  high  was  his 
financial  standing  that  during  the  panic  of  1837 
his  personal  notes  or  obligations  circulated  as 
money.  He  died  in  1856,  leaving  two  sons, 
James  and  William.  The  latter  was  a successful 
homoeopathic  physician  in  Chester,  Pa. , until  his 
death,  in  the  summer  of  1897.  James,  father  of 
our  subject,  died  in  1866,  when  in  the  prime  ot 
life,  being  but  thirty-five  years  old.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  extensively  engaged  in 
horticultural  pursuits.  He  married  Mary  E. 
Kendall,  and  left  five  young  children  to  mourn 
his  loss.  H.  Frank,  of  Orlando,  Fla.,  is  a mer- 
chant; Dr.  Janies  W.  is  a practicing  homoeopathic 
physician  of  Still  Pond,  Md.  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  E.  L-  McGinniss  and  is  now  a widow; 
Helen  is  the  wife  of  James  F.  Hammond,  of 
Hawthorn,  Fla.  John  David  Urie  was  born  in 
Kent  County,  Md.,  December  18,  i860,  and  is 
the  eldest  son  in  the  family.  His  higher  educa- 
tion was  obtained  at  Washington  College,  Md., 
where  he  took  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  His  education  was  acquired 
only  by  the  severest  economy  and  exertion,  as 
his  father  died  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age, 
and  the  estate  was  soon  dissipated  through  mis- 
management. 

After  completing  his  collegiate  course  he 
studied  law  under  the  late  Richard  Hynson, 
Esq.  (the  Nestor  of  the  Kent  County  Bar),  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1884.  From  that 


time  forward  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  a 
general  practice  of  the  law.  Out  of  his  slender 
income,  when  first  beginning  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  he  provided  means  to  enable  his 
brother  to  complete  his  medical  education.  He 
was  elected  as  an  independent  candidate  in  1895 
to  the  office  of  state’s  attorney  for  Kent  County, 
after  the  most  exciting  campaign  in  the  history 
of  the  county.  Among  the  societies  he  is  identified 
with  one  only,  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  past 
master  of  his  lodge  (Chester  No.  115). 

In  1893  he  organized  the  Kent  County  Savings 
Bank,  and  is  now  a director  and  attorney  for 
that  institution  and  its  largest  stockholder.  The 
bank  has  been  remarkably  successful  and  has 
never  lost  one  dollar  since  it  opened  its  doors. 

In  1888  Mr.  Urie  married  Lilian  Baker,  whose 
father,  Charles  H.  Baker,  was  a leading  member 
of  the  Chestertown  Bar.  They  have  two  children 
living:  Mary  Louisa  and  Helen  Lilian;  James, 
their  only  son,  died  in  infancy.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  in 
all  denominational  or  charitable  enterprises  take 
an  active  part. 


OHN  W.  CLARK.  Purchasing  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  in  1857,  Mr.  Clark  began 
the  accumulation  of  the  present  large  prop- 
erty now  in  his  possession.  He  placed  the  land 
under  cultivation  as  far  as  possible,  and  intro- 
duced valuable  improvements  in  the  way  of  build- 
ings. From  time  to  time  he  made  additions  to 
the  acreage,  until  his  possessions  now  aggregate 
more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  with  a 
valuation  of  $75  to  $100  per  acre,  and  lie  in 
the  sixth  district  of  Caroline  County. 

In  Delaware,  about  twelve  miles  from  Dover, 
Mr.  Clark  was  born  March  14,  1825,  to  the  union 
of  John  and  Mary  (Truitt)  Clark,  natives  of  Dela- 
ware. He  was  one  of  a family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  all  but  two  are  living.  Their  father 
and  mother  attained  the  ages  of  eighty-four  and 
ninety  years,  respectively.  The  grandfather, 
Samuel  Clark,  was  also  a native  of  Delaware  and 
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an  extensive  farmer  in  that  state.  Reared  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Dover,  our  subject  was  early 
trained  to  a knowledge  of  agricultural  affairs,  and 
on  attaining  manhood  selected  farming  for  his 
life  work. 

December  24,  1846,  Mr.  Clark  married  Mary 
PL,  daughter  of  Manlove  and  Magdalene  (McNitt) 
Smith,  and  a native  of  Delaware.  Six  children 
were  born  of  the  union,  namely:  Robert,  who  is 
living  upon  a portion  of  his  father’s  farm;  Mary 
M.;  Laura;  John  W.,  Jr. , who  is  an  auctioneer 
and  crier  of  the  court  at  Denton;  Sarah  M.  and 
Anna.  All  of  the  children  are  married  and  in 
prosperous  circumstances.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Clark  has  held  several  important  offices.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Denton  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a director.  Himself 
a man  of  temperate  habits,  he  is  a believer  in  pro- 
hibition, but  does  not  make  it  a party  principle, 
being  a supporter  of  Democratic  doctrines.  He 
has  served  as  judge  of  elections  and  in  other  lo- 
cal offices.  The  prosperity  which  he  has  secured 
shows  that  he  is  a man  of  energy  and  intelligence, 
and  one  worthy  of  a high  place  among  the  agri- 
culturists of  the  county. 


NDREW  J.  FOBLE.  Enterprise,  industry 
and  sound  judgment  are  all  marked  ele- 
ments in  the  character  of  Mr.  Foble,  who 
to-day  stands  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Cambridge.  He  wras  born  in  this  city,  a son  of 
John  Foble,  who  for  many  years  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  plug  tobacco  in  Baltimore. 
The  grandfather,  William  Foble,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  emigrating  to  America  located  in 
Baltimore,  where  he  became  a loyal  American  citi- 
zen. He  entered  the  service  of  his  adopted  country 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  wounded  off  North 
Point,  his  death  resulting  from  his  injuries  two 
years  later.  John  Foble  removed  from  Baltimore  to 
Cambridge  in  1842  and  established  the  first  plug 
tobacco  factory  on  the  peninsula.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Disney,  a native  of  Dorchester  County, 


and  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fo- 
ble were  the  parents  of  four  children,  who  reached 
years  of  maturity:  William  T. , a bookkeeper  in 

his  brother’s  factory;  J.  James,  who  has  charge  of 
a machine  in  the  factory;  Henry  D.,  a cigar  manu- 
facturer; and  A.  J. 

Andrew  Jackson  Foble  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
December  14,  1854,  attended  the  Cambridge 
Academy  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  began 
working  in  his  father’s  tobacco  factory.  He  was 
thus  engaged  for  nine  years  and  obtained  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  business.  In  January, 
1880,  he  embarked  in  merchandising,  which  he 
followed  with  success  until  1893,  then  he  sold  out 
to  E.  C.  Hopkins  and  purchased  the  shirt  factory 
owned  by  L.  S.  McNamara,  of  Cambridge,  buy- 
ing the  same  at  a forced  sale,  as  it  had  not  proved 
a profitable  investment.  Mr.  Foble  at  once  in- 
fused into  the  enterprise  his  progressive,  resolute 
spirit  and  soon  had  the  concern  on  a paying  basis. 
He  has  enlarged  the  facilities  to  three  times  the 
original,  and  employs  one  hundred  hands,  mostly 
girls.  It  is  equipped  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery  and  the  most  perfect  facilities  for  turn- 
ing out  first-class  work,  being  unsurpassed  in  this 
direction  in  the  entire  country.  His  trade  is  ex- 
tensive and  constantly  increasing  and  the  enter- 
prise is  one  which  adds  not  alone  to  his  individual 
prosperity,  but  also  promotes  the  material  welfare 
of  the  city  in  which  it  is  located. 

Mr.  Foble  is  a charter  member  of  the  Dorchester 
National  Bank  of  Cambridge,  one  of  the  original 
stockholders  and  has  served  as  a member  of  its 
board  of  directors  from  the  beginning.  He  was 
a charter  member  of  the  Cambridge  Ice  Company, 
which  built  the  Cambridge  ice  plant  and  water- 
works and  is  still  a director  of  the  concern  which 
is  now  doing  business  under  the  name  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Water  Company.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  a very  handsome  residence  on  Race  street, 
which  was  erected  under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  Foble  was  married  September  16,  1880,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  E. , daughter 
of  William  Hopkins,  of  Cambridge.  Her  father 
is  a well-to-do  and  respected  old  gentleman  of 
eighty-three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Foble  is  also  a 
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prominent  Mason,  having  attained  the  thirty  - 
second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Order  of 
Heptasophs  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  politics  as 
an  advocate  of  Republican  principles  and  believes 
firmly  in  protection  to  American  industries.  His 
business  methods  are  careful  and  methodical. 
His  commercial  interests  have  made  him  an  in- 
tegral factor  in  the  business  life  of  the  city,  his 
sterling  worth  has  gained  him  prominence  in  so- 
cial circles  and  he  is  uniformly  esteemed  by  young 
and  old,  rich  and  poor. 

— $ — ) — — t — 4— — 

AMES  C.  DIRICKSON,  M.  D.,  has  been  a 
continuous  resident  of  the  village  of  Berlin, 
Worcester  County,  for  nearly  forty  years  and 
is,  moreover,  a native  of  this  place.  The  family 
of  which  he  is  a sterling  representative  is  a very 
old  one  in  this  state  and  originated  in  Stockholm, 
Sweden.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  doc- 
tor was  Levin  Dirickson,  who  was  a native  of 
either  the  lower  part  of  Delaware  or  of  Maryland. 
He  was  a man  of  fine  scholarship  and  occupied 
several  public  offices  in  his  county.  He  was 
killed  while  still  a young  man.  His  father, 
James,  was  also  born  on  the  peninsula,  and 
resided  here  all  his  lifetime. 

The  doctor’s  father,  James  Dirickson,  was 
born  near  the  town  of  Berlin,  Worcester  County, 
in  1796.  He  was  a man  of  great  wealth  and 
influence  and  was  possessed  of  a fine  education 
for  his  day.  He  was  a very  public-spirited  man 
and  helped  materially  in  the  foundation  of  the 
village  of  Berlin.  Frequently  he  was  called  upon 
to  hold  one  or  another  official  position,  and  among 
these  was  sheriff  in  his  early  manhood.  He  was 
a very  successful  merchant  and  owned  vessels 
that  conveyed  freight  to  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  City.  He  married  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
Littleton  Purnell,  and  their  three  children  were: 
Levin  L-,  now  deceased;  Mary  I.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a prominent 
man  in  Illinois;  and  the  doctor.  Levin  L-  was  ed- 


ucated in  Trinity  College,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  statesmen  of  the 
Eastern  Shore.  He  held  numerous  high  posi- 
tions in  county  and  state  and  was  renowmed  for  his 
wisdom  and  eloquence. 

James  C.  Dirickson  was  born  in  Berlin  in  1833, 
and  was  only  sixteen  years  old  when  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine.  He  graduated  from  Jeff- 
erson Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  in  the  class 
of  1853,  and  located  for  his  initial  practice  in  Reho- 
both,  Somerset  County,  Md.  Three  years  later 
he  went  to  Nicaragua  and  was  there  for  a few 
months  during  the  war  and  filibustering  troubles 
of  1856.  The  following  year  he  received  an 
appointment  to  the  Samoan  Islands  as  consul 
from  President  Buchanan  and  remained  there  for 
three  years,  returning  home  in  i860.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in  Berlin 
and  vicinity.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in 
the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party  and  in  1884 
was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention  which 
nominated  Cleveland  for  the  presidency,  he  being 
one  of  his  firmest  advocates.  For  many  years 
the  doctor  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
order,  and  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  B.  Cummins,  of 
Smyrna,  Del.,  and  they  have  one  child,  a daugh- 
ter, Martha  Susie  by  name. 


EOL.  F.  CARROLL  GOLDSBOROUGH  was 
born  at  Llandaff  farm,  Talbot  County,  about 
three  miles  southwest  from  Easton,  and  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  two  of  the  most  honored 
families  of  the  state.  His  father,  Matthew  Tilgh- 
man  Goldsborough,  was  born  in  the  same  county 
in  1812,  and  was  the  eldest  child  of  Col.  Nicholas 
and  Elizabeth  Tench  (Tilghman)  Goldsborough, 
of  Otwell,  Talbot  County.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Col.  Tench  Tilghman,  who  served  as  aid  to 
General  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  a colonel 
of  militia  in  the  war  of  1812  and  as  a life  work 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  ably  rep- 
resented his  county  in  the  Maryland  legislature, 
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and  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  father,  Nicholas  Golds- 
borough, also  belonged.  The  last-named  was 
also  a native  of  Talbot  County  and  died  when  his 
son,  the  colonel,  was  a small  child.  His  father 
also  bore  the  name  of  Nicholas. 

Matthew  T.  Goldsborough  was  educated  as  a 
civil  engineer,  and  for  ten  years  successfully 
followed  that  profession,  during  which  time  he 
surveyed  the  Roanoke  & Weldon  Railroad  in 
North  Carolina,  and  the  town  of  Goldsborough 
in  that  state  was  laid  out  along  that  line  and 
named  in  his  honor.  On  retiring  from  his  pro- 
fession he  located  on  his  farm,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1861,  just  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  the  owner  of  about  seventy  slaves 
and  his  sympathies  were  with  the  south.  In 
early  life  he  had  married  Eleanor  Sarah  Tilgh- 
man,  a daughter  of  Edward  Tilgliman,  a native 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  who  followed  farming  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  and  accumulated  a large 
fortune.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Col.  Ed- 
ward Tilghman,  of  Wye.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  spent  her  last  days  in  Baltimore. 

Colonel  Goldsborough,  of  this  review,  is  one  of 
a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  still 
living.  Anna  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Col.  F.  H. 
Johnson,  a farmer  of  Talbot  County;  Matthew 
Tilghman  owns  and  operates  the  old  ancestral 
home  in  Otwell,  Talbot  County;  the  colonel  is 
next  in  order  of  birth;  E.  Martha  is  now  living 
in  Baltimore;  Sarah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
M.  Smyth,  of  Gloversville,  N.  Y.;  Fanny  Van 
Wyck  married  William  H.  Archer  and  died  in 
Baltimore,  leaving  a daughter,  Fanny,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Peter  Gray  Sears,  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  Walter  Gwynn  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  review  spent  his  boyhood 
days  upon  the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in 
the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1869.  He  now  owns  and  operates 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  Ellenborough, 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  and  in  con- 
nection with  general  farming  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  rasing  Oxford  Down  sheep,  of  which 
he  was  an  importer.  For  several  years  he  was 


president  of  the  American  Oxford  Down  Associa- 
tion, was  trustee  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural 
College  fifteen  years  or  more,  and  for  nine  years 
was  president  of  the  Talbot  County  Fair  Associa- 
tion. He  has  also  been  cashier  of  the  Farmers  & 
Merchants’  National  Bank  of  Easton  since  the 
fall  of  1896.  By  purchase  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  old  estate  called  Canterbury  Manor,  it 
being  originally  granted  to  the  Tilghman  family, 
who  occupied  it  but  a few  years  and  then  estab- 
lished the  family  home  at  the  Hermitage,  on 
Chester  River. 

In  1885  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Colonel 
Goldsborough  and  his  first  cousin,  Mary  Hill 
Goldsborough,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Nicholas,  Martha,  Richard  and 
Mary  Hill.  The  parents  are  both  Episcopalians 
and  for  about  twenty  years  our  subject  has  served 
as  vestryman  of  St.  Peter’s  parish  of  Easton. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  derived  his  title  as  colonel  while  serving 
on  the  staff  of  Gov.  William  T.  Hamilton.  He 
indeed  deserves  mention  among  Talbot  County’s 
prominent  business  men  and  representative  cit- 
izens. 


AMES  V.  KNOTTS,  M.  D.  On  the  29th  o 
August,  1893,  there  passed  from  his  home 
in  the  first  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
a well-beloved  physician,  whose  many  years  of 
faithful  toil  in  his  profession  made  his  name  a 
household  word  in  that  community.  Nor  had 
his  influence  and  his  efforts  been  confined  to  pro- 
fessional lines  only,  for  in  all  the  varied  activities 
of  our  common  life  he  had  taken  an  active  part  as 
a loyal  citizen,  devoting  his  abilities  to  the  cause 
of  progress.  Dr.  Knotts  was  a man  whose  death 
was  felt  as  a loss  among  all  classes,  and  the  fol- 
lowing brief  account  of  one  so  esteemed  will  be 
read  with  unusual  interest. 

The  doctor  was  born  near  Roseville,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  January  9,  1840,  and  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  a farm. 
After  his  own  school  days  were  over  he  engaged 
in  teaching  for  several  years  and  then  took  up 
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the  study  of  medicine,  attending  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Maryland,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1866.  He  then  located 
at  the  present  home  of  the  family  in  the  first  dis- 
trict and  soon  succeeded  in  building  up  a large 
practice,  which  he  continued  to  enjoy  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  also  owned  and  operated 
a farm  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued 
and  useful  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  1867  Dr.  Knotts  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Kate  O.  Cooper,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children:  Estella,  Gurney,  James  T.,  Herbert, 

Roland,  Katie  E.  and  Mary  O.,  all  living;  and 
George,  deceased.  The  doctor  was  one  of 
nature’s  noblemen,  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  world 
is  better  for  his  having  lived.  His  influence  was 
great  and  always  for  good,  and  his  sympathy, 
benevolence  and  kindly  greeting  will  long  be  re- 
membered. He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Temple- 
ville  cemetery. 


WATERS  RUSSELL,  of  Chestertown,  is  a 
member  of  a well-known  family  of  Kent 
County.  His  grandfather,  Theophilus 
Russell,  was  born  here  August  n,  1781,  and 
grew  to  manhood  amid  the  surroundings  com- 
mon to  all  residents  of  the  United  States  in  the 
period  immediately  succeeding  the  Revolution. 
A sailor  by  occupation,  he  ran  a packet  between 
Baltimore  and  Chestertown.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  enlisted  in  the  American  service  and 
among  the  engagements  in  which  he  took  part 
was  the  battle  of  Caulksfield.  He  died  at  an 
advanced  age  April  27,  1856.  Little  is  known 
concerning  his  ancestry  or  parentage,  save  that 
he  was  a son  of  William  and  Ann  Russell.  In 
1804  he  married  Ann  Tittle,  who  was  born  July 
23,  1787. 

John  Russell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Chestertown  January  26,  1805,  and  received  a 
fair  education  in  youth.  Going  with  his  father 
on  the  bay,  he  learned  the  sailor’s  occupa- 
tion and  soon  had  charge  of  a packet  between 


Chestertown  and  Baltimore.  Later,  however,  he 
left  the  water  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  captain  of 
a rifle  company  of  militia.  For  many  years  he 
was  clerk  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  at  one  time  served  as  magistrate.  In  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  he  took  on  active  part, 
belonging  to  the  local  lodge.  In  religious  belief 
he  was  connected  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  At  the  age  of  seventy  years  he  passed 
away,  October  12,  1875. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Frances  George, 
was  born  in  Baltimore  July  26,  1806,  and  died  in 
Chestertown  December  23,  1834.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  George,  a 
sister  of  the  late  James  B.  George  and  aunt  of 
Isaac  S.  George,  president  of  the  Traders’  Bank 
of  Baltimore.  Many  of  her  relatives  have  been 
influential  in  the  history  of  Baltimore.  The 
George  family  is  of  French-Huguenot  descent 
and  inherits  the  qualities  so  notable  in  the  char- 
acters of  their  ancestors.  Mrs.  Frances  (George) 
Russell  was  the  second  wife  of  John  Russell,  who, 
after  her  death,  married  Elizabeth  Greenwood, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following- 
named  children:  John  Hamer,  whose  home  is  in 
Winchester,  Queen  Anne’s  County;  James  Alex- 
ander; Hester  Ann;  William  George,  who  was  a 
watchmaker;  Lewis  L.;  and  Sarah  L-,  wife  of 
Clinton  Cook,  of  Denton,  Md. 

T.  Waters  Russell  was  the  only  child  of  his 
father’s  second  marriage.  He  was  born  in  Ches- 
tertown October  3,  1833,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Washington  College.  Afterward  he 
taught  some  years  in  Kent  County  and  two 
years  in  North  Carolina.  Upon  retiring  from 
school  work  he  was  engaged  in  the  capacity  of 
deputy  register  of  wills,  being  for  twenty  years 
with  J.  A.  Pearce,  and  for  a similar  period  he 
was  clerk  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 
After  this  long  period  of  faithful  service  he  re- 
signed and  retired  on  the  1st  of  January,  1896. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  ardent  in  his  support 
of  the  party  and  its  principles. 

In  1862  Mr.  Russell  married  Benanna  Green- 
wood Frazier,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Ridue)  Frazier,  and  a native  of  Chestertown. 
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Her  father,  who  was  born  January  14,  1805,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a merchant  tailor,  and 
died  in  1887.  By  her  marriage  she  is  the  mother 
of  six  children,  now  living,  namely:  Frances 
George,  wife  of  Joseph  N.  Wheatley,  postmaster 
of  Chestertown;  Charlotte  R.,  at  home;  William 
F. , who  is  cashier  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Chester- 
town; Ann  Tittle,  Amy  Claudine  and  John 
Waters. 


APT.  CLOUDSBURY  H.  CLASH,  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Centre- 
ville,  was  born  near  St.  Michael’s,  in  Talbot 
County,  Md.,  May  7,  1828,  and  is  the  only  child 
born  to  Cloudsbury  and  Henrietta  (Matthews) 
Clash,  the  former  a native  of  Talbot  County,  and 
the  latter  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Matthews.  She  was  his  second 
wife  and  lived  to  be  about  forty-five  years  of  age, 
passing  away  in  August,  1849.  The  first  wife  of 
Cloudsbury  Clash,  Sr.,  was  a Miss  Stableford,  a 
native  of  Talbot  County,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Samuel  Jewell; 
Garrettson,  a merchant  of  Philadelphia,  who  died 
when  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age;  and  Na- 
thaniel, who  died  at  the  home  of  his  brother 
Cloudsbury  in  1895. 

Captain  Clash,  of  this  review,  was  a child  of 
eleven  years  when  the  family  removed  toTilghman 
Island,  in  Talbot  County,  where  they  spent  four 
years,  after  which  they  removed  to  the  Milton 
farm,  near  Easton.  His  educational  privileges 
were  quite  limited,  but  contact  with  the  world, 
observation  and  experience  have  made  him  a 
well-informed  man.  In  October,  1845,  he  shipped 
aboard  a schooner,  and  for  a number  of  years  he 
sailed  on  Chesapeake  Bay.  Within  a year  he  was 
made  mate,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became 
captain  of  the  Ellen  S.  Brown,  owned  by  John 
Bartlett,  a Quaker,  and  a very  excellent  man.  In 
April,  1854,  he  came  to  Centreville  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  schooner  Harvest,  owned  by  Pere- 
grine Tilghman,  and  afterward  by  E.  T.  M.  For- 
man, having  charge  of  the  same  until  1861. 

In  1858  Captain  Clash  married  Miss  Sarah 


Ellen  Anderson,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  Ander- 
son, who  removed  from  Delaware  to  Centreville. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Jones, 
and  was  also  a native  of  Delaware.  In  1861, 
about  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war, 
our  subject  formed  a partnership  with  John  H. 
Evans,  and  engaged  in  the  freighting  business  at 
Church  Hill,  carrying  on  operations  there  with 
good  success  for  six  years.  He  built  a schooner, 
of  which  he  was  commander,  but  in  1867  he  be- 
came dissatisfied  with  his  business  on  account  of 
its  keeping  him  away  from  home  so  much  and 
determined  to  sell  out  and  locate  on  a farm.  He 
then  purchased  the  Bradford  farm,  three  miles 
from  Church  Hill,  on  which  he  located  January  1, 
1868,  but  in  1870  he  removed  his  family  to  Cen- 
treville, where  he  engaged  in  the  boating  busi- 
ness with  Capt.  Augustus  McCabe.  In  1872  his 
partner  withdrew  and  Captain  Clash  continued 
alone.  In  1876  he  built  his  fine  home,  to  which 
he  removed  in  April,  1877.  In  1878  he  built  the 
schooner  Chesterfield  at  St.  Michael’s,  Talbot 
County,  at  a cost  of  $6,500,  with  work  being  done 
by  Kirby  & Lang,  but  the  captain  furnished  all 
directions  for  its  construction.  It  is  a vessel  with 
a carrying  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons.  Captain  Clash  continued  in  command  until 
1883,  when  he  employed  a competent  man  to  take 
charge  in  order  that  he  might  devote  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  business  interests  on  the 
land. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  ten 
children.  Charles  Nicholson,  born  July  6,  1859, 
is  now  collector  for  the  Deering  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Chicago;  Howard  Tilghman,  born 
April  8,  1861 , is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Frederick  Henry,  born  March  29, 
1863,  married  a Miss  Marshall,  and  had  one  son; 
he  was  educated  in  St.  John’s  College,  was  a 
successful  teacher  and  died  September  15,  1890, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years;  Vernon,  born 
August  17,  1865,  died  March  5,  1868;  Preston 
Anderson,  born  November  3,  1867,  is  at  home; 
Henrietta,  born  April  13,  1870,  is  a teacher  in 
Centreville;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  January  25, 
1872,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  A.  Cairns,  a chief 
engineer  in  Waterbury,  Conn. ; Norman  Matthew, 
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born  March  7,  1875,  died  August  30,  1876;  Sarah 
Ellen,  born  February  7,  1878,  is  a student  in  the 
normal  school  in  Baltimore;  Evelyn,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1881,  completes  the  family. 

Captain  Clash  is  a member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  since  1872  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows’  Society.  He  is  a 
very  prominent  and  influential  citizen,  who  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

« — ^ — 

OL.  WILLIAM  SCOTT  ROBERTS,  of  Cen- 
treville,  was  born  July  11,  1838,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  the  late  Col.  Lemuel  Roberts, 
who  was  born  in  December,  1802,  and  throughout 
his  entire  life  followed  farming,  cultivating  land 
for  which  his  father,  Benjamin  Roberts,  obtained 
a grant  in  1794.  It  was  situated  on  the  Clinton 
River  Red  Line,  where  the  grandfather  owned 
and  operated  a mill  as  early  as  1750.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  by  the  first  union  had  two 
sons,  Benjamin  and  Thomas.  The  latter  was  a 
successful  miller,  but  went  to  sea,  where  he  lost 
his  life.  The  former,  who  was  a miller  and  farm- 
er, sold  his  interest  in  the  old  homestead,  which 
was  inherited  by  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Col.  Lemuel  Roberts  was  not  only  a prominent 
agriculturist,  but  was  also  a leader  in  the  public 
life  of  his  county  and  for  ten  terms  represented 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  state  lottery  commissioner  and  in 
1858  was  elected  commissioner  of  public  works, 
being  re-elected  in  i860  for  a second  term.  He 
was  a director  on  the  part  of  the  state  for  the 
Queen  Anne  Railroad  and  was  concerned  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and  advance- 
ment of  the  county.  His  business  interests  were 
conducted  with  profit  and  he  became  one  of  the 
most  extensive  peach  growers  in  the  state.  He 
died  in  October,  1869,  leaving  an  estate  valued 
at  $40,000.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs. 
Maria  J.  (Scott)  Roberts,  was  a native  of  An- 
napolis, and  a daughter  of  William  Scott,  a na- 
tive of  England,  who  was  captain  of  a vessel. 


Mrs.  Roberts  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County  in  1851. 

Col.  Lemuel  Roberts  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
early  life.  Benjamin,  the  second  of  the  family, 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  at 
Chancellorsville  and  at  Gettysburg,  and  died  of 
his  injuries  in  the  hospital.  He  held  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant.  Maria  J.  is  the  wife  of  John 
McFadden,  of  New  York  : Emma  V.  is  the  widow 
of  the  late  William  G.  Temple,  of  Delaware,  son 
of  ex- Governor  William  Temple.  Their  only 
son,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Temple,  now  about  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age,  is  lecturing  to  the  post-grad- 
uate theological  students  in  St.  Vincent’s  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  New  York.  He  was  for  six 
years  a student  in  St.  Charles  College,  also  at- 
tended St.  Mary’s  College  of  Baltimore  for  six 
years,  and  was  a student  in  the  American  Col- 
lege in  Rome  for  four  years.  He  was  the  first 
American  who  ever  carried  off  the  first  prize  in 
that  institution  and  for  four  years  he  won  it  each 
year.  Although  his  father  was  a Protestant,  he 
is  now  in  the  priesthood.  Finley  completes  the 
Roberts  family. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  the  fall  of  1851,  when  he  en- 
tered the  Maryland  Military  Academy,  in  Ox- 
ford, Talbot  County,  Md.,  where  he  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1859.  In  December  of  that  year 
he  went  to  Frederick,  where  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Joseph  M.  Palmer,  and  in 
1862  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  began  prac- 
tice in  Westminster,  Carroll  County.  During 
his  residence  in  Carroll  County  he  edited  and 
published  the  Western  Maryland  Democrat , now 
the  Westminster  Advocate.  In  May,  1864,  he 
returned  to  his  native  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  In  1875  he  established  the  Centreville 
Record , of  which  he  has  since  been  the  head. 
He  is  a journalist  of  ability,  who  handles  with 
masterly  skill  the  questions  of  public  interest, 
presenting  them  in  a fair,  unprejudiced  manner. 
His  paper  is  one  of  the  leading  journals  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  neat  in  appearance,  interest- 
ing in  its  editorials  and  profitable  from  the 
financial  standpoint.  It  advocates  the  principles 
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of  Democracy,  and  its  editor  is  a stalwart  sup- 
porter of  that  party,  and  served  in  1888  as  presi- 
dential elector. 

In  1872  Colonel  Roberts  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Dunbracco.  Since  1862 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  has  served  as  senior  warden  of  the  blue 
lodge.  He  is  a public-spirited,  progressive  citi- 
zen, deeply  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  is  a promi- 
nent representative  of  the  journalistic  interests 
of  Maryland. 


OHN  H.  HORSEY,  a wealthy  farmer  of 
Caroline  County,  is  one  of  her  most  exten- 
sive land  holders,  as  his  estates  comprise 
about  eight  hundred  acres.  His  homestead  is 
situated  in  the  sixth  district,  his  postoffice  address 
being  Denton.  He  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  this  region,  his  great-grandfather,  a 
native  of  Germany,  having  settled  here  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century.  He  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  fought  for  the  independence  of  the 
American  colonies  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Grandfather  Nathaniel  Horsey  was  born  in 
Delaware.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
William  G.  and  Maty  A.  (Harris)  Horsey,  both 
likewise  natives  of  Delaware,  and  his  only  sister 
is  Eliza  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Garrett,  a farmer  of 
Caroline  County.  William  G.  was  reared  in  this 
county  and  was  a very  extensive  merchant  of 
Denton.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  represent 
this  district  in  the  state  house  of  delegates,  and 
from  1870  to  1872  was  county  commissioner  here. 
He  acted  on  the  board  of  review  and  was  the  ad- 
ministrator of  several  large  estates.  He  accumu- 
lated large  tracts  of  fine  land,  and  at  his  death 
willed  over  eight  hundred  acres  to  our  subject, 
his  only  son.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1853,  aged 
twenty-eight  years,  and  later  he  married  Louisa 
Moore,  a native  of  Delaware.  They  had  two 
daughters,  Eva  M.,  who  is  deceased,  and  Clara, 
who  is  the  wife  of  George  Deakyne,  county  treas- 
urer of  Caroline  County  (see  his  sketch  elsewhere 


in  this  volume).  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Isaac  Harris,  was  a native  of  this 
state,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  that  is  located  upon  the  farm 
owned  by  his  grandson. 

John  H.  Horsey  was  born  March  13,  1848,  in 
this  locality,  and  was  early  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  farm  work.  He  was  given  a liberal 
education  and  attended  St.  John’s  College,  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  about  one  year.  Then,  upon 
his  return  home,  he  was  employed  in  a mercantile 
establishment  in  Denton  for  a twelvemonth,  after 
which  he  obtained  a position  under  Thomas  H. 
Kemp,  the  county  clerk,  and  held  the  same  for 
two  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  farming  and  man- 
aging his  large  property.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

June  7,  1876,  Mr.  Horsey  married  Annie  Pen- 
nington, who  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Md. 
They  have  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz. : 
William  G.,  Norman;  Henry  and  Pennington, 
twins;  Mary  and  Harold.  They  are  all  unmar- 
ried and  living  at  home.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  very  liberal 
in  their  contributions  to  its  support.  They  are 
foremost  in  all  worthy  local  charities,  and  in  them 
the  poor  and  needy  always  find  friends. 


ILSON  MOORE  TYLOR.  The  Eastern 
Gazette , of  which  Mr.  Tylor  is  editor,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  papers  on  the  Eastern 
Shore,  having  been  established  in  1816.  Favor- 
ing the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  it 
however  maintains  a friendly  attitude  to  other 
political  organizations  and  never  displays  the 
bitter  partisanship  at  times  found  in  some  papers. 
As  an  advertising  medium  it  is  one  of  the  best  in 
this  section  and  is  liberally  patronized  by  busi- 
ness men.  It  is  a bright,  newsy  sheet,  published 
every  Saturday,  and  has  many  friends  among 
the  people  of  the  town  and  county. 

The  success  of  the  paper  is  largely  due  to  the 
management  and  ability  of  the  editor,  Wilson 
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Moore  Tylor,  who  purchased  the  plant  in  1885, 
and  since  then  has  devoted  himself  to  journalism. 
He  was  born  near  Denton,  Caroline  County, 
Md.,  June  2,  1856,  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Re- 
becca (Huyek)  Tylor.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  Caroline  County  in  1806,  died  in  1868, 
aged  sixty-two  years;  the  mother  died  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  Thomas  Tylor,  of  Caroline  County,  who 
died  in  1829,  aged  seventy -seven,  and  Mary  Al- 
exander Alford,  who  died  in  1820,  aged  fifty 
years. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Girardus  and  Mary  (Pile)  Huyek,  the  former  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  great-grandpar- 
ents were  Petrus  and  Magdalena  (Quaekenbush) 
Huyek,  the  former  a son  of  Johannes  and  Cath- 
arine (Bevier)  Huyek,  who  were  married  in 
1739.  Johannes  was  a son  of  Mayke  Hoes,  who 
in  1703  married  Burger  Huyek,  of  Kinderhook, 
N.  Y.  Burger’s  parents  were  Andries  Hanse 
and  Cathalin  Lammerse  (Van  Valkenburg) 
Huyek.  Andries  was  a son  of  Elizabeth  Peters, 
who  married  Jan  Huyek,  “chieftain  of  the  groot 
straat  in  Nymegen,  18  Apr.  1607,  emigrated  from 
Wesel  to  New  Amsterdam,  4 May,  1626;’’  Jan 
was  the  son  of  Henric  Huyek,  a merchant  of 
Roemund,  Holland. 

Wilson  M.  has  one  brother,  Jonathan  Edward, 
a lawyer  of  Baltimore,  and  one  sister,  Annie 
(Tylor)  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Our  sub- 
ject received  a good  education  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  began  to  teach  in  Caroline  County, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Five  years 
were  similarly  spent  in  Easton,  Talbot  County, 
and  three  years  in  Easton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
principal  of  Marshall  Seminary  on  the  Hudson. 
In  1885  he  retired  from  teaching  and  purchased 
the  Easton  Gazette , which  he  has  since  pub- 
lished. He  represented  the  Peninsular  Press 
Association  in  San  Francisco  in  1892,  and  in  St. 
Augustine,  Fla.,  in  1896.  He  has  a clear-cut 
style  and  is  recognized  as  a forcible  writer  on 
moral  and  religious  subjects.  Some  of  his  poems 
have  had  a wide  circulation  and  all  are  conspicu- 
ous for  their  literary  polish.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  His  tastes  are  decidedly  those  of 


philosophical  research,  mathematics  and  astron- 
omy, biology  and  metaphysics.  A congenial, 
companionable  gentleman,  he  has  hosts  of  friends 
among  the  most  scholarly  people  on  the  Eastern 
Shore. 


OHN  G.  MILLS,  one  of  the  leading  and 
representative  citizens  of  Cambridge,  has 
materially  advanced  the  interests  of  that  city 
along  various  .avenues  of  usefulness.  He  is  iden- 
tified with  the  “art  preservative  of  all  arts’’  as 
editor  of  the  Democrat  and  News , and  is  also  at 
the  head  of  prominent  business  enterprises  of  the 
city. 

A native  of  Dorchester,  Mr.  Mills  was  born  in 
the  sixth  district  on  the  24th  of  November,  1857, 
and  is  a son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  M.  (Gootee) 
Mills.  The  father,  a farmer  and  merchant  by 
occupation,  was  born  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Virginia,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Maryland,  where  he  died  in  1865,  and  the  mother 
continued  to  reside  on  the  old  Mills  homestead 
in  Dorchester  County  until  she  too  was  called  to 
her  final  rest,  in  March,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six years. 

Of  their  eight  children,  John  G.  Mills,  of  this 
review,  was  the  fourth  son  and  fifth  child.  His 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  upon  the  home 
farm,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  dis- 
trict he  acquired  a good  education,  as  he  learned 
readily  and  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities. 
Having  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
common  English  branches  of  learning,  he  began 
teaching  school  before  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  successfully  followed  that  profession  for 
seven  years  at  Meekins  Neck  school  in  the  sixth 
district  of  Dorchester  County.  In  the  meantime 
he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1881,  since  which  time  he  has  successfully  en- 
gaged in  practice.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he  pur- 
chased the  paper  of  which  he  has  since  been 
editor  and  proprietor,  and  under  his  capable  man- 
agement it  now  enjoys  a circulation  larger  than 
any  other  paper  in  the  county,  its  subscribers 
numbering  about  fifteen  hundred.  Mr.  Mills  is 
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well  known  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Building  and  Loan  Association,  which  was 
incorporated  in  1894,  of  which  he  is  secretary, 
and  he  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Gas  Com  pan}',  which  was  reorganized  in 
July,  1897,  and  is  now  enlarging  and  extending 
its  mains. 

In  1887  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mills  and 
Miss  Mamie  G.  Winterbottom,  a daughter  of 
Harrison  T.  and  Mary  E.  Winterbottom,  well- 
known  citizens  of  Cambridge.  Her  father,  now 
deceased,  was  for  about  thirty  years  a magistrate 
in  that  city.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  has  been 
born  a daughter,  Evelyn  R.  The  mother  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
South,  and  in  social  circles  the  family  occupies  a 
prominent  position. 

In  his  political  proclivities  Mr.  Mills  is  a stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its 
principles,  and  both  personally  and  in  his  edito- 
rial utterances  he  wields  a potent  influence  in 
furthering  the  interest  of  its  cause,  his  policy 
always  being  notable  for  the  vigor,  fearlessness 
and  yet  deliberative  power  which  are  eminently 
characteristic  of  the  man.  Enjoying  a wide  ac- 
quaintance and  marked  popularity  in  the  city,  he 
is  prominently  concerned  in  both  business  and 
social  lines. 


HORTON  KELLEY,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  of  Lo- 
cust Grove,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Kent  County,  and  his  skill  and  ability  being 
widely  recognized,  he  enjoys  an  excellent  prac- 
tice. One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  higher 
lines  of  occupation  to  which  a man  may  lend  his 
energies  is  that  of  the  physician.  A most  scru- 
pulous preliminary  training  is  demanded,  and  a 
nicety  of  judgment  little  understood  by  the  laity. 
Then,  again,  the  profession  brings  its  devotees  in- 
to almost  constant  association  with  the  sadder  side 
of  life,  that  of  pain  and  suffering,  so  that  a mind 
capable  of  great  self-control  and  a heart  respon- 
sive and  sympathetic  are  essential  attributes  of 


him  who  would  assay  the  practice  of  the  healing 
art.  Thus,  when  professional  success  is  attained 
in  any  instance  it  may  be  taken  as  certain  that 
such  measure  of  success  has  been  thoroughly  mer- 
ited. 

Dr.  Kelley  is  a native  of  Kent  County,  born 
October  2,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  John  Kelley, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  county  in  1795. 
The  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new  world  was 
a native  of  Ireland,  who  located  on  Kent  Island, 
where  his  son  William,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born.  In  1780  the  latter  removed  to  Kent 
County,  where  he  owned  and  operated  several 
large  tracts  of  land,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  his  community.  The  doctor’s  father 
also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  years, 
and  later  conducted  a general  store  at  Still  Pond, 
where  he  passed  away  in  1877,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  was  a stalwart  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a Method- 
ist. He  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Jump  and  to  them 
were  born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  liv- 
ing: Mrs.  John  T.  Gale;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Wroth,  a 
widow;  Edvina,  wife  of  J.  C.  Rosebery;  and  Dr. 
J.  Horton. 

The  doctor  was  only  seven  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  left  the  farm  and  removed  to  Still 
Pond,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  until 
the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  entered  Washington 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1870. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Judge  Wicks,  of  Chestertown,  and  after  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1872  engaged  in  practice 
for  a few  years.  On  account  of  his  father’s  failing 
health  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Still  Pond  until  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  estate.  In  1878  he 
entered  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  attended  lectures  for  one  year,  and 
the  following  year  was  a student  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  graduated  in  March,  1881,  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  The  following  July  he  located  in 
Locust  Grove  and  soon  built  up  a large  practice, 
his  professional  duties  calling  him  to  all  parts  of 
Kent  County. 


THOMAS  H.  HORSEY. 
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In  September,  1879,  Dr.  Kelley  led  to  the  mar- 
riage altar  Miss  Lillie  Deringer,  a granddaughter 
of  the  inventor  of  the  Deringer  pistol.  She  is  a 
native  of  Delaware  and  a daughter  of  B.  M.  Der- 
inger. The  doctor  and  his  wife  hold  a high  posi- 
tion in  social  circles  and  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  while  he  is  connected  with  the  al- 
umni association  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  a courteous,  affable  gentleman,  and 
is  popular  with  all  classes  of  people. 

5 — J i — 4— — 

HOMAS  HOPEWELL  HORSEY.  The 
influence  of  a good  man  does  not  cease  at 
death,  but  continues  through  succeeding 
generations,  who  reap  the  benefit  of  his  noble 
life,  progressive  spirit  and  earnestness  of  charac- 
ter. Though  for  some  years  passed  from  among 
the  people  of  Kent  County,  Mr.  Horsey  is  not 
forgotten.  His  useful  life  still  exerts  a power 
for  good  among  those  who  once  knew  him.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Ga- 
lena, with  the  interests  of  which  his  own  were 
intimately  identified.  Many  local  enterprises  felt 
the  impetus  of  his  sympathy  and  assistance, 
and  doubtless  no  one  did  more  than  he  for  the 
development  of  local  interests. 

The  son  of  Thomas  Horsey,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  was  born  in  Millington,  Kent  County,  in 
1844.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  secured  a posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  a large  store  in  New  York  City. 
In  1861  he  came  to  Galena  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  late  William  T.  Betton,  for  whom  he 
clerked  several  years.  About  1868  he  began  in 
business  for  himself,  and  was  soon  successful  in 
building  up  a large  trade.  For  some  years  he 
had  a controlling  interest  in  a store  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  successful  management  of  which  he 
took  an  active  part,  though  he  preferred  that  his 
chief  interests  should  be  retained  in  Galena.  For 
several  years  he  was  a trustee  of  the  Kent  County 
almshouse,  a director  and  part  owner  of  Galena 
cemetery,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Ga- 
lena branch  of  the  creamery.  Without  aid  from 
others,  he  provided  a town  hall  for  the  village 
8 


until  the  Odd  Fellows  erected  their  building.  He 
was  a charter  member  of  the  board  of  directors, 
Second  National  Bank  of  Chestertown,  with  which 
he  was  identified  until  his  death.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  took  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  a vestryman  for  a number  of  years. 

October  10,  1876,  Mr.  Horsey  married  Mary 
E.  Rasin,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  They  had  four 
sons,  Unit  Rasin,  Thomas  H. , Hanson  and  Pal- 
mer Keene,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Horsey  occurred  September  23,  1893. 
Afterward  his  widow  sold  the  stock  in  the  stores, 
but  still  owns  the  store  buildings,  which  she  rents. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Horsey  was  mourned  as  a pub- 
lic loss.  Commenting  upon  it,  the  Kent  News 
says  editorially:  “The  announcement  of  the 

death  of  Thomas  H.  Horsey  was  received  in 
Chestertown,  and  indeed  in  every  section  of  the 
county  where  he  was  known,  with  much  sorrow, 
as  he  was  recognized  by  all  as  a man  of  sterling 
qualities,  his  triple  nature  of  head,  hand  and 
heart  having  made  their  impress  upon  everything 
with  which  he  came  in  contact.  He  died  at  his 
home  Sunday  morning,  September  23,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness.  He  was  forty-nine 
years  of  age.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Chapel,  conducted  by  Rev.  George 
C.  Sutton,  of  Easton.  About  five  hundred  peo- 
ple attended  the  funeral,  only  about  one-half  of 
whom  could  get  in  the  chapel,  and  the  procession 
to  Shrewsbury  contained  fully  one  hundred  car- 
riages. I11  the  family  lot,  under  the  great  oaks, 
and  within  a few  feet  of  Old  Shrewsbury’s  sa- 
cred walls,  we  saw  the  casket  lowered  into  a vault 
of  snowy  whiteness  and  adorned  with  richest 
floral  tributes,  while  friendship’s  tears  hallowed 
the  soil,  and  breaking  hearts  lifted  piteous  prayers 
to  the  God  above  and  over  all. 

“In  every  capacity  Mr.  Horsey  was  earnest, 
honest,  faithful  and  conspicuous  for  his  zeal  and 
ability.  He  was  a man  of  gentlemanly  instincts, 
high  aims,  generous  to  a fault,  and  large-hearted. 
By  his  straightforward  integrity  of  life,  kindli- 
ness of  heart  and  sympathetic  helpful  spirit,  he 
won  for  himself  a large  circle  of  friends.  He 
was  a loving  husband,  kind  father  and  a good 
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citizen;  in  every  walk  of  life  liis  death  is  felt  to 
be  a public  loss.  He  was  always  anxious  for  the 
improvement  of  the  town  and  recently  told  the 
writer  that  he  would  give  the  lot  and  a liberal 
subscription  to  erect  water  works  for  the  town. 
At  the  time  of  the  great  fire  in  ’93  we  can  never 
forget  his  kindness  and  that  of  his  good  wife 
toward  the  sufferers  in  providing  for  their  neces- 
sities.” 

At  the  same  time  the  following  tribute  appeared 
in  the  Transcript : ‘‘A  man  of  genuine  public 

spirit,  Mr.  Horsey  always  aided  with  his  counsel 
and  his  purse,  according  to  his  means,  all  well- 
considered  enterprises  of  the  community,  and 
modestly  bore  his  full  responsibility  as  a citizen. 
His  faithful  discharge  of  ever)'  public  duty  was 
an  evidence  of  his  worth  as  a man  and  a citizen, 
and  constitutes  a valid  claim  to  the  regard  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  but  it  is  well  said  that  1 The  best 
portion  of  a good  man’s  life  are  his  little  nameless, 
unremembered  acts  of  kindness  and  of  love.’ 
And  so  it  was  with  him.  The  large  concourse  of 
friends  and  neighbors  that  gathered  at  the  church 
to  attend  the  last  services  and  follow  his  remains 
to  the  tomb  attests  more  eloquently  than  any 
words  could  do,  the  respect  and  affection  enter- 
tained for  him  while  living,  and  give  assurance 
that  his  memory  will  be  cherished  though  he 
sleep  in  dust.” 


NON.  FRANKLIN  H.  HARPER.  The  true 
citizen  regards  a ‘‘public  office  as  a public 
trust, ” and  such  is  the  opinion  which  Judge 
Harper  holds  concerning  his  office.  In  his  capac- 
ity as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  he  has  en- 
deavored to  faithfully  discharge  every  duty  and 
meet  the  many  responsibilities  entailed  by  the  po- 
sition. That  he  has  succeeded  in  this  effort  is  a 
fact  universally  recognized.  He  stands  high 
among  the  citizens  of  Chestertown,  whose  esteem 
he  has  gained  by  his  strict  honesty  in  every 
transaction,  as  well  as  by  his  interest  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  the  community. 
Since  early  niqnhood  he  has  been  a resident  of 


Kent  County  and  has  formed  many  warm  friend- 
ships during  the  long  period  of  his  connection 
with  its  history. 

In  the  neighboring  county  of  Kent,  in  Dela- 
ware, the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Novem- 
ber 30,  1838.  He  is  a son  of  Charles  Harper,  a 
native  of  Delaware,  and  a farmer  and  merchant 
of  Leipsic,  that  state,  where  he  died  in  1854.  In 
religious  connections  he  was  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Martha 
L.  Hardcastle,  a native  of  Caroline  County,  Md., 
and  daughter  of  Robert  Hardcastle.  She  had  an 
only  brother,  Robert  Everett  Hardcastle,  who 
was  a very  prominent  man  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
and  served  as  a member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention of  Maryland  in  1867.  From  an  early 
period  in  the  history  of  Maryland  the  Hardcastle 
family  has  had  representatives  here,  while  the 
Harper  family  is  one  of  the  old  families  of  Dela- 
ware, William  Harper,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
having  been  born  in  that  state.  A son  of  the 
latter,  Francis  B.  Harper,  was  a member  of  the 
legislature  of  Delaware,  and  another  son,  Andrew, 
was  also  quite  prominent. 

Educated  in  the  common  schools,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  began  to  earn  his  livelihood  at  an 
early  age.  When  twenty  he  came  to  Kent  County, 
Md.,  in  1858,  and  secured  a clerkship  in  a 
store  at  Millington,  in  the  first  district.  From 
there  he  went  to  Still  Pond,  in  the  second  district, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  also  opened  a 
general  store.  To  the  management  of  these  en- 
terprises he  gave  his  undivided  attention  until 
1895,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court.  A Republican  in  politics,  his  election 
was  upon  this  ticket.  He  is  well  informed  re- 
garding matters  of  public  import  and  his  opinions 
upon  the  issues  of  the  day  have  been  formed  as 
the  result  of  careful  study  and  thought. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a member 
consisted,  besides  himself,  of  three  brothers  and 
one  sister.  One  of  the  brothers,  E.  B.  Harper, 
who  was  president  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Fund 
Life  Insurance  Association  of  New  York,  died 
July  2,  1895.  Another  brother,  George  W.  Har- 
per, is  also  connected  with  that  association.  The 
third  brother,  Walter  S.,  is  unmarried  and  makes 
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his  home  in  Philadelphia.  The  sister,  Mrs. 
Annie  Davis,  resides  on  a farm  near  Still  Pond. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  this  family,  the 
Hardcastles,  were  originally  from  Ireland,  where 
thej^  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  William  Hard- 
castle,  a great-uncle,  was  an  influential  man  of 
his  time  and  owned  Castle  Hall,  a fine  estate  in 
Maryland. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Harper  united  him  with 
Mrs.  Martha  A.  E.  (Webb)  Merritt,  widow  of 
Thomas  Merritt  and  daughter  of  Joseph  W.  Webb, 
of  Kent  County.  They  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Judge  Harper 
is  a trustee  and  steward.  Their  only  surviving 
child,  Joseph  W.,  graduated  from  Princeton  in 
1891  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  present  school  com- 
missioners of  Kent  County  and  as  a Republican 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics.  By  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Lavina  Bavnard,  he  has  two  children, 
Franklin  and  Florence  Olivia.  Since  1890  the 
judge  has  been  a director  in  the  Chestertown 
National  Bank  and  is  the  oldest  living  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Kent  County  Fire 
Insurance  Company. 


ROBERT  M.  DAWSON,  M.  D.,  has  resided 
upon  the  Bolton  farm  in  Bay  Hundred  dis- 
trict, Talbot  County,  since  1877,  and  en- 
gaged in  professional  practice  here  until  1894, 
when  he  retired  from  medical  work,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  the  management  of  his 
realty  and  moneyed  interests.  The  farm  upon 
which  he  resides  and  to  the  cultivation  of  which 
a portion  of  his  time  is  given,  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  bearing  excellent  im- 
provements and  brought  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation. 

The  Dawson  family  originated  in  England. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  Maryland  was  Ralph, 
who  came,  it  is  thought,  direct  from  England, 
settling  at  Royal  Oak,  Talbot  County,  and  own- 
ing land  there  and  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  The 
doctor’s  grandfather,  John  Dawson,  was  born  in 


Talbot  County,  and  became  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  in  the  vicinity  of  Royal  Oak,  where 
he  resided.  Maj.  John  Dawson,  father  of  the 
doctor,  was  born  in  this  county,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life  engaged  in  farm  pursuits.  In  pol- 
itics a Whig,  he  was  active  in  the  support  of 
party  principles.  His  plantation  consisted  of 
about  five  hundred  acres,  and  upon  it  there  were 
a number  of  slaves.  His  first  wife  was  Fannie 
Caulk,  who  died  childless.  By  his  marriage  to 
Mary  Darden  seven  children  were  born.  His 
third  wife,  Mary,  was  a daughter  of  John  Rob- 
son, of  an  old  family  here.  She  died  in  1883, 
having  long  survived  her  husband,  who  passed 
away  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  eighty -six  years. 
Their  children  were  named  as  follows:  Eliza  J., 
wife  ofD.  L.  Gold,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Selina, 
deceased;  Luvenia  Lucretia,  who  married  Will- 
iam Stewart;  and  Robert  M.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  the  father  was  steward  for  some  time. 

At  Royal  Oak  Robert  M.  Dawson  was  born 
March  12,  1839.  He  was  reared  upon  a farm 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  after  which  he  attended  the  old 
Maryland  Military  Academy  of  Oxford,  Md., 
and  Fort  Edward  (N.  Y.)  Institute.  In  i860  he 
taught  school  at  Royal  Oak.  At  the  opening  of 
the  war  he  entered  Company  C,  Maryland  Line 
Infantry,  C.  S.  A.,  and  served  for  three  years, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  Gettysburg  and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  re- 
mained in  active  service  through  the  entire  war, 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  when  he  was  a pris- 
oner of  war  at  Fort  Delaware  and  Point  Lookout. 
Returning  home  in  1865,  he  commenced  to  study 
medicine  under  Dr.  W.  G.  G.  Wilson,  of  Easton, 
and  later  attended  lectures  at  the  Maryland  Uni- 
versity in  Baltimore.  I11  1869  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.,  after  which  he  practiced  in 
his  native  town  for  eight  years.  In  1877  he 
came  to  Bay  Hundred  district  and  settled  upon 
the  farm  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  takes  no  active 
part  in  public  affairs. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Dawson,  in  1884,  united 
him  with  Mary  Kemp,  daughter  of  John  Kemp, 


276 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


who  owned  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. This  tract  was  granted  by  Lord  Balti- 
more to  Edward  Webb,  who  married  a Miss 
Kemp.  It  was  for  years  the  home  of  John  Kemp, 
who  was  an  active  Democrat  and  prominent  man 
of  his  day,  filling  the  position  of  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court  for  some  years  and  serving  as 
judge  at  all  elections.  Twice  married,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Susan,  was  a sister  of  his  first,  Maria 
Larabee.  By  the  first  marriage  four  children 
were  born,  while  Mrs.  Dawson  is  the  only  living 
member  of  the  second  family.  Mr.  Kemp  died 
in  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1877,  aged  seventy-seven.  Dr. 
Dawson  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  his  wife  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal.  He 
is  connected  with  the  Confederate  Veterans  of  the 
Civil  war.  Enterprises  having  for  their  object 
the  promotion  of  local  interests  receive  his  sup- 
port and  sympathy,  and  he  is  justly  numbered 
among  the  progressive  citizens  of  his  district  and 
county. 


LFRED  TUCKER,  of  Centreville,  is  well 
known  as  a successful  educator  through 
thirty- five  years  of  faithful  and  efficient 
service,  and  his  work  will  not  be  readily  forgotten 
by  the  many  wTho  have  been  helped  by  him 
in  the  steep  and  sometimes  weary  path  of 
knowledge. 

He  was  born  in  Centreville,  February  19,  1839, 
a son  of  Alfred  Tucker,  Sr.,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  Kent  Island,  October  19,  1806.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Richard  Tucker,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  as 
was  also  his  wife’s  brother,  Peter  Cockey.  He 
married  Susanna  Cockey,  of  Kent  Island,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  sons,  namely:  Alfred, 
father  of  our  subject;  George  W. , a druggist  of 
Baltimore;  Richard,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war;  and  John,  a mason  by  trade,  vtffio 
was  quite  a prominent  citizen  of  Kent  Island  and 
died  at  Greensborough. 

In  early  life  Alfred  Tucker,  Sr.,  learned  the 
brick  mason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1847, 


and  then  removed  to  a farm,  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  Novem- 
ber 25,  1878.  In  1833  he  had  married  Miss 
Emily  F.,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  C.  Daw- 
son, and  a half  sister  of  ex-Senator  John  F. 
Dawson,  of  Caroline  County,  Md.  She  was  born 
in  x 8 1 1 , and  was  called  to  her  final  rest  January 
2,  1875.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  old  Know-Nothing  party,  and 
was  its  nominee  at  one  time  for  the  legislature, 
but  was  defeated  owing  to  his  party  being  greatly 
in  the  minority.  He  was  quite  a noted  stump 
speaker  and  took  quite  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  one  died  in  childhood.  Dr.  John  T. , 
the  oldest,  who  was  born  August  6,  1836,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Maryland  University,  and  became 
an  eminent  physician  and  popular  citizen  of 
Church  Hill;  Mary  never  married;  George  L-, 
born  in  August,  1844,  followed  farming  through- 
out life;  William  C.,  born  in  April,  1846,  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  and  school  teach- 
ing; Emily  F.  married  Daniel  Wright,  of 
Dorchester  County;  Charles  Edward,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  died  in  early  manhood.  He  had 
married  a Miss  Denney,  a daughter  of  James 
Denney,  of  Kent  Island. 

Alfred  Tucker  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm 
and  was  provided  with  a common  school  educa- 
tion only,  but  he  made  the  most  of  his  opportun- 
ities and  has  been  a constant  student  throughout 
life.  In  July,  1861,  he  began  teaching  in  the 
school  where  he  had  pursued  his  own  studies,  and 
successfully  followed  his  profession  at  that  place 
until  his  retirement  from  active  life  April  15,  1895. 
That  he  was  a most  successful  instructor  is 
plainly  indicated  by  his  long  retention.  In  1878 
he  inherited  from  his  father  a farm  near  the  school 
house  and  successfully  operated  the  same  until 
his  removal  to  Centreville  in  1891.  Here  he 
purchased  a drug  store  two  years  later  with  the 
intention  of  starting  his  son  in  that  business,  but 
he  himself  gave  no  attention  to  it.  It  is  now 
operated  by  Tucker  & Holland,  his  wife’s  nephew, 
Thomas  H.  Holland,  being  his  active  partner. 
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On  the  20th  of  November,  1866,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Tucker  and  Miss  Susie  C. , 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Atwell,  and  they 
have  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Alfred, 
who  married  Clara  A.  Long,  daughter  of  Letliy 
Long,  and  who  is  now  teller  in  the  Queen  Anne’s 
National  Bank;  Clarence  Atwell,  who  graduated 
at  the  Maryland  Law  School,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  Balti- 
more; Charles  E. , who  is  also  practicing  law  in 
Centreville;  and  Percy,  bookkeeper  for  the  firm 
of  Wright  & McKenney,  hardware  dealers. 

Mr.  Tucker  served  as  magistrate  from  March 
29,  1895,  until  May  4,  1896,  to  fill  out  the  un- 
expired term  of  B.  Emory,  who  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Centreville,  but  he  has  never  cared 
for  official  honors.  His  political  support  is 
given  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  steward  and  class-leader, 
and  has  always  been  a liberal  contributor  to  those 
enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  moral,  in- 
tellectual or  material  welfare  of  the  community. 


OSEPH  ALEXANDER  HOLTON,  M.  D. 
The  world  has  little  use  for  the  misanthrope. 
The  universal  truth  of  brotherhood  is  widely 
recognized,  and  that  he  serves  God  best  who 
serves  his  fellow-men.  There  is  no  profession  or 
line  of  business  that  calls  for  greater  self-sacrifice 
or  more  devoted  attention  than  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  the  successful  physician  is  he,  who, 
through  love  for  his  fellow- men,  gives  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  relief  of  human  suffering. 
Dr.  Holton  is  one  of  the  ablest  representatives  of 
this  noble  calling,  and  for  years  has  enjoyed  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Centreville  and  the 
surrounding  country. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Holton, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch- Irish 
ancestry,  and  about  1780  crossed  the  broad  At- 
lantic and  took  up  his  residence  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  successfully  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1831, 


at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  became  well-to-do, 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  family  were  three  sons,  Will- 
iam, who  was  born  in  1780,  and  became  the 
founder  of  that  branch  of  the  family  now  found 
in  Kentucky;  Alexander,  who  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Chester  County,  Pa.;  and  Thomas,  the 
doctor’s  father. 

The  last-named  was  born  in  Oxford,  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  May  4,  1799,  came  to  Cecil  County, 
Md.,  in  1822,-  but  about  1843  returned  to  his 
birthplace,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days 
upon  a farm,  dying  there  in  September,  1875. 
In  early  life  he  engaged  in  milling,  but  later 
devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
was  quite  a successful  business  man.  Like  his 
father  he  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  a valued  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen.  He  married  Mary  Alexander,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Alexander,  of  Cecil  County,  Md., 
whose  father  was  George,  the  son  of  Theophilus 
and  grandson  of  James  Alexander,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this  country.  The  Alexanders 
owned  a large  estate  which  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family.  George  Alexander,  the 
doctor’s  great-grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
Alexander,  aided  in  the  defense  of  his  country 
during  the  war  of  1812.  The  latter  was  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  Cecil  County.  He  had  only  one 
son,  John,  who  during  the  gold  excitement  went 
to  California,  and  all  trace  of  him  has  since  been 
lost.  Tne  family  is  noted  for  longevity,  and 
Mrs.  Holton  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  now  making  her  home  with 
her  son,  Hart  B.  Holton,  in  Baltimore  County. 
She  is  still  in  the  possession  of  all  her  mental 
faculties  and  is  quite  bright  and  active  for  one  of 
her  years. 

Dr.  Holton  is  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret  Ann,  widow  of  Asa  Warner,  of 

Baltimore  County,  wdiere  she  is  still  living;  Will- 
iam B.,  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
College,  who  was  successfully  engaged  in  practice 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  when  only  twenty -seven 
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years  of  age;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  the  harness 
business  in  Wilmington,  Del.;  Thomas  S.,  who 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  engaged  in  practice 
in  Kent  County  until  his  death  in  1881;  Mary, 
who  is  living  with  her  mother  and  brother  in 
Baltimore  County;  Hart  B.,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Baltimore  County,  who  is  a 
leading  politician  of  this  state  and  has  served  as 
state  senator  and  also  as  a member  of  the  forty- 
ninth  congress  of  the  United  States;  and  Susan, 
wife  of  Philip  Owings,  of  Baltimore  County. 

Dr.  Holton,  of  this  review,  was  born  June  10, 
1825,  in  Cecil  County,  Md.,  seven  miles  from 
Elkton.  He  spent  his  early  life  upon  the  home 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  became  a student  in  the  Newark  Academy  of 
Delaware,  remaining  there  two  years.  On  leav- 
ing that  institution  he  taught  school  for  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  began  to  study 
medicine,  and  in  March,  1852,  graduated  from 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  He  commenced  practice  at 
Landisburg,  Perry  County,  Pa.,  but  in  August, 
1852,  went  to  Chestertown,  Kent  County,  Md. , 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Centreville, where 
he  has  since  successfully  prosecuted  his  profession 
and  has  met  with  excellent  and  well-merited 
success.  Besides  his  city  property  he  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

In  1857  Dr.  Holton  married  Miss  Catherine 
Jane,  daughter  of  Tilghmau  Layton,  of  Sussex 
County,  Del.  To  them  was  born  one  son,  Will- 
iam Layton  Holton,  who  since  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years  has  been  teller  in  the  Centreville 
National  Bank.  He  married  the  fourth  daughter 
of  Gen.  William  McKenney. 

The  doctor  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Being  a public-spirited,  pro- 
gressive man,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  town.  For  several  years  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Centreville  Academy, 
has  been  president  of  the  board  of  education  for 
the  past  ten  years,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
board  for  over  a quarter  of  a century.  He  has  also 
served  since  187 1 as  physician  at  the  Queen  Anne’s 


County  almshouse,  is  a charter  member  and  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  building  and  loan  associ- 
ation of  Centreville,  and  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
Centreville.  The  place  he  has  won  in  his  pro- 
fession is  accorded  him  in  recognition  of  his  skill 
and  ability,  and  the  place  he  occupies  in  the 
social  world  is  a tribute  to  that  genuine  worth 
and  true  nobleness  of  character  which  are  uni- 
versally recognized  and  honored. 


OL-  OSWALD  TILGHMAN,  state  senator 
from  Talbot  County,  was  born  March  7, 
1841,  at  the  old  homestead,  Plinhimmon, 
near  Oxford,  in  Talbot  County.  He  is  a repre- 
sentative of  an  old  and  distinguished  family  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  whose  members  have  been  inti- 
mately identified  with  public  affairs  since  an  early 
day  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The  first  of 
the  name  in  America  was  Richard  Tilghman, 
M.  D.,  an  eminent  surgeon  in  London,  who  came  to 
Maryland  in  1660  and  settled  at  the  Hermitage, 
near  Queenstown,  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  which 
has  ever  since  remained  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants. 

James,  a grandson  of  Richard,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 6,  1716.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  entered  upon  practice  in  Annapolis, 
but  about  1760  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  soon  became  prominent.  In  1764  he  was 
chosen  a common  councilman  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  following  year  was  appointed  by  John  Penn 
to  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  land  office  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
until  the  Revolution.  In  1767  he  became  a 
member  of  the  provincial  council  and  also  held 
that  position  until  the  war  with  England. 

Matthew,  his  brother,  was  born  at  the  Hermit- 
age February  17,  17x8,  and  attained  prominence 
in  political  affairs.  In  1751  he  was  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  and 
continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until  the  pro- 
vincial government  was  superseded  by  state 
organization,  February  5,  1777.  In  1773-75  he 
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was  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates.  He  was 
president  of  the  Revolutionary  convention  which 
controlled  the  province  from  1774  to  1777,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  correspondence 
that  was  appointed  in  December,  1774,  also  the 
chairman  of  the  council  of  safety  in  July,  1775, 
and  was  chairman  of  every  delegation  sent  by  the 
convention  of  Maryland  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. In  June,  1776,  while  a member  of  con- 
gress, he  was  called  to  attend  the  convention  at 
Annapolis  and  was  president  of  the  body  that 
framed  the  first  laws  for  the  new  state  of  Mary- 
land. Had  it  not  been  for  this  circumstance,  his 
name  would  have  been  attached  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  the  principles  of  which  he 
zealously  advocated,  in  public  and  private  speech. 
In  1777  he  retired  from  congress  in  order  to  ac- 
cept the  position  of  state  senator  from  Talbot 
County. 

William,  son  of  James,  was  born  in  Talbot 
County  August  12,  1756.  Admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1783,  he  began  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  1788  he  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature; March  3,  1801,  was  appointed  chief  judge 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court;  in  July,  1805, 
was  appointed  president  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  first  district,  and  in  February,  1806, 
became  chief  justice  of  the  state  supreme  court. 
In  1824  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society. 

Tench,  another  son  of  James,  acquired  promi- 
nence in  the  army.  He  was  born  in  Talbot 
County  on  Christmas  Day  of  1744.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war  he  became  lieutenant  in  the 
“Ladies’  Light  Infantry’’  from  Philadelphia.  Pie 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  commission 
sent  by  congress,  July  13,  1775,  to  treat  with  the 
six  nations  of  Indians  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Early  in  1776  he  became  captain  of  a company  of 
Pennsylvania  infantry  under  Washington,  and  in 
August  of  that  year  became  military  secretary 
and  aide  upon  the  staff  of  the  commander-in- 
chief.  May  30,  1781,  he  was  commissioned  lieu- 
tenant-colonel to  take  rank  from  April  1,  1777. 
On  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  he  was  selected 
by  Washington  to  bear  his  dispatch  to  congress 
announcing  that  event.  He  left  Yorktown  Oc- 


tober 19  and  reached  Philadelphia  at  midnight 
October  23,  when  the  news  was  immediately  pro- 
claimed by  the  watchman.  He  was  voted  the 
thanks  of  congress,  a sword  and  a horse.  After 
the  war  he  settled  in  Baltimore,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  and  there  he  died  April 
18,  1786. 

Lloyd,  great-grandson  of  Matthew,  was  born  in 
Talbot  County  in  1816,  graduated  from  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  in  1836  and  was 
assigned  to  the  First  Dragoons,  but  resigned  Sep- 
tember 30  and  became  a civil  engineer.  In 
[836-37  he  was  division  engineer  of  the  Baltimore 
& Susquehanna  Railroad;  in  1837-38  held  a 
similar  position  on  the  Norfolk  & Wilmington 
Canal;  worked  on  the  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  in 
Maryland  1838-39,  and  the  Baltimore  & Ohio 
1839-40.  In  the  Mexican  war  he  was  aide  to 
Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs  at  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto 
and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  and  was  captain  of  the 
Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia  battalion  of 
volunteers.  After  it  was  disbanded,  July  13,1848, 
he  served  as  principal  assistant  engineer  of  the 
Panama  division  of  the  Isthmus  Railroad  and 
was  engineer  on  southern  roads  until  1859.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  was 
colonel  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Confederate 
Infantry  Regiment  and  the  following  year  was 
commissioned  brigadier-general.  Taken  prisoner 
at  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  he  was  exchanged  after 
five  months.  He  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hill  or  Edwards  Station,  near  Vicks- 
burg, Miss.,  May  16,  1863.  His  sons  Frederick 
Boyd  Tilghman  and  Sidell  Tilghman  are  promi- 
nent stock  brokers  in  New  York  City. 

Gen.  Tench  Tilghman,  great-grandson  of  Rich- 
ard, and  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at  Plin- 
himmon,  Talbot  County,  Md.,  March  25,  1810. 
He  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1832  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Fourth  Artillery,  but  resigned 
November  30,  1833,  and  became  a farmer  near 
Oxford,  Md.  From  1837  to  i860  he  was  briga- 
dier-general of  the  state  militia,  and  afterward 
was  major-general  for  a year.  In  1841  he  was 
chosen  state  commissioner  of  public  works  and 
served  for  ten  years.  From  1849  t°  1857  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  military  department  of 
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Maryland  military  academy.  In  1849-50  lie  was 
United  States  consul  at  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico. 
Tireless  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the  building  of 
the  Maryland  & Delaware  Railroad,  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  company  from  1855  to  1861.  From 
1857  to  i860  he  was  collector  of  customs  at  the 
port  of  Oxford.  I11  1858  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Society  and  served 
for  two  years.  For  many  years  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Maryland  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
and  at  his  death,  December  22,  1894,  he  was  also 
treasurer-general  of  the  society. 

The  education  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  acquired  largely  in  the  Maryland  Military 
Academy  at  Oxford,  Md.  In  the  spring  of  1859 
he  went  to  Texas.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  and 
was  in  the  first  cavalry  regiment  that  left  the 
state — the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry,  or  Terry’s 
Texas  Rangers.  Among  other  engagements  he 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  participated  in 
the  seven  days’  fight  around  Richmond,  where  he 
had  an  artillery  command,  and  was  later  ap- 
pointed aide  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilgh- 
man.  At  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  he  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Rock  City  Artillery  and  the 
only  officer  of  the  four  in  his  battery  who  was  not 
killed  during  this  memorable  siege.  Upon  the 
surrender  of  Port  Hudson  he  was  taken  prisoner 
and  was  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  held  in  captivity  for  twenty-three  months. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  war  Colonel  Tilghman 
returned  to  Talbot  County  and  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Charles  H.  Gibson.  On  being  admitted 
to  the  bar,  he  settled  down  to  practice  in  Easton. 
His  ability  has  been  recognized,  not  only  by  his 
numerous  clients,  but  especially  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  with  which  he  affiliates.  In  1893, 
upon  the  party  ticket,  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate,  where  he  has  ably  represented  his  con- 
stituents. Among  the  committees  upon  which 
he  has  served  are  those  on  pensions,  amend- 
ments to  constitution,  judicial  proceedings,  public 
buildings  in  Annapolis,  and  the  committee  on 
the  Chesapeake  Ba}r  and  tributaries.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  and  is 
the  author  of  the  “Memoir  of  Lieut. -Col . Tench 


Tilghman.”  He  has  the  golden  eagle,  order  of 
the  Cincinnati,  which  General  Washington  pre- 
sented to  Lieut. -Col.  Tench  Tilghman.  He  was 
appointed  one  of  the  two  commissioners  from  the 
state  of  Maryland  to  represent  the  state  in  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  York- 
town,  at  which  meeting  he  wore  the  sword,  spurs 
and  epaulets  that  his  ancestor  had  at  the  original 
occasion.  The  sword  is  an  engraved  one  that 
was  presented  to  Lieut. -Col.  Tench  Tilghman  by 
congress  October  29,  1781,  and  is  one  of  many 
old  and  valuable  relics  in  possession  of  our  sub- 
ject. Another  of  these  souvenirs  is  a letter  from 
the  war  office  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date 
of  May  30,  1786,  and  signed  by  General  Knox, 
regarding  the  resolution  of  congress  in  presenting 
sword.  Another  souvenir  is  a painting  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  by  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  re- 
corded in  his  diary  as  sold  in  1791. 

It  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Tilghman 
that  the  state  bureau  of  immigration  was  estab- 
lished in  1896,  he  having  worked  unceasingly 
and  energetically  for  its  consummation.  The 
movement  is  one  that  is  destined  to  greatly  aid 
the  building  up  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
this  section  and  add  new  life  to  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  for  which  the  state  is  so  well  adapted. 
Colonel  Tilghman  has  a fine  town  residence, 
Foxley  Hall,  in  Easton. 


H ARLES  W.  SMITH,  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  thrifty  fanners  and  fruit  grow- 
ers of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  is  now  carrying 
on  operations  on  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  the  first  district.  The  well-tilled 
fields  and  neat  appearance  of  the  place  indicate  a 
most  progressive,  industrious  and  energetic  own- 
er, who  thoroughly  understands  his  chosen  call- 
ing. He  was  born  July  9,  1848,  near  Merry 
Dell,  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  upon  a farm.  His  early  education,  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools,  was  supplemented 
by  a course  in  the  normal  school  of  Baltimore, 
which  he  attended  for  two  years.  Locating  in 


J.  THOMAS  PENINGTON. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


285 


Templeville,  Md.,  in  1871,  he  served  as  principal 
of  the  public  schools  at  that  place  for  the  long 
period  of  twelve  years,  his  services  being  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  members  of  the  board.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  located  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  operated  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  1884  and  1885,  when  he 
conducted  a general  store  in  Templeville.  Since 
then,  however,  he  has  given  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits. 

December  26,  1871,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Rachel  Cahall,  of  Kent  Coun- 
ty, Del.,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Ernest  F.,  Herman  K. , Wesley  T. 
and  Milton.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a thorough 
Democrat,  believing  that  within  that  party  lie 
the  principles  which  are  the  safest  guides  for  our 
national  government.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  that  responsible  position  in  a most  credit- 
able manner  for  a term  of  four  years.  He  has 
never  let  his  business  or  political  interests  inter- 
fere with  his  religious  duties,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Templeville,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward  for  a quarter  of  a century  and  also  filled 
the  office  of  trustee.  He  and  his  family  figure 
prominently  in  the  social  life  of  the  community, 
and  their  home  is  rendered  very  attractive  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends  by  the  culture  and  geniality 
of  its  inmates. 

— — < - 

THOMAS  PENINGTON  is  a retired  farm- 
er and  business  man  now  making  his  home 
in  Galena,  Kent  County.  He  owns  stock  in 
several  of  our  leading  banks  and  commercial  en- 
terprises and  is  a man  of  means.  He  has  a very 
pleasant,  cultured  home,  and  here  he  delights  to 
entertain  his  hosts  of  friends.  A native  of  Cecil 
County,  Mr.  Penington  was  born  April  13,  1840, 
and  is  a son  of  Edward,  who  was  likewise  born 
and  brought  up  in  that  section.  He  was  well-to- 
do,  was  a successful  farmer  and  owned  many 
slaves,  but  the  late  war  proved  quite  disastrous 


to  him  in  a financial  way  and  he  therefore  came 
to  Kent  County,  where  he  rented  a farm  during 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  summoned  to  his  final 
rest  when  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  Though  not 
a politician  or  office  holder,  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat. 

His  father,  also  Edward  by  name,  was  a farm- 
er, and  a native  of  Cecil  County.  He  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  and  was  esteemed  very  highly  by 
all  who  knew  him.  The  family  is  of  English 
descent,  but  has  been  identified  with  the  Eastern 
Shore  for  several  generations.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  girlhood  name  of  Jane 
Penington;  her  father,  Robert,  was  a native  of 
Cecil  County,  a farmer,  and  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812,  serving  as  captain  of  a company.  Mrs. 
Jane  Penington  was  born  in  Cecil  County  in 
August,  1806,  and  died  in  1875.  She  was  a good 
wife  and  mother  and  a devoted  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  She  left  four  sons:  William, 
formerly  a farmer  of  this  section;  J.  Thomas; 
Henry  C.,  a resident  of  Seaford,  Del.,  now  serv- 
ing on  the  governor’s  staff;  and  Noble  E.,  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Va. 

J.  Thomas  Penington  remained  upon  his  fath- 
er’s farm  until  he  was  near  his  majority,  when  he 
commenced  clerking  in  a general  store  in  Ches- 
terville.  Several  years  thus  rolled  away,  he  in 
the  meantime  gaining  a fair  knowledge  of  the 
proper  manner  of  conducting  a business  enter- 
prise. When  his  father  died  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead  and  assumed  its  management  for 
his  mother’s  benefit,  and  carried  it  on  for  some 
years  with  ability. 

In  1871  Mr.  Penington  married  Annie  M., 
daughter  of  George  R.  and  Mary  E.  (Duyer)  Van 
Sant.  The  father  was  a farmer  here  all  his  life, 
and  was  thoroughly  identified  with  this  district. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  regretted 
by  a host  of  sincere  friends.  He  was  a Democrat, 
but  was  never  half  as  concerned  about  political 
affairs  as  he  was  about  matters  of  religion,  being 
an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  father,  George,  was 
likewise  a native  of  Kent  County,  and  a farmer. 
He  died  in  middle  life.  Mary  E.  (Duyer)  Van 
Sant  was  born  in  Galena,  and  was  only  twenty- 
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eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  left 
but  one  child,  Mrs.  Annie  Penington,  who 
has  also  always  made  her  home  in  this  immediate 
locality,  and  who  inherited  from  her  mother  the 
old  Parker  homestead  that  has  been  handed  down 
from  one  generation  to  the  next  since  1670,  when 
it  first  came  into  their  possession.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Penington  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Penington  is  a stockholder  in  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Chestertown  and  in  the  Kent 
County  Savings  Bank.  Politically  he  follows  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father,  being  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat, but  entirely  devoid  of  desire  for  public 
office. 


ICHARD  T.  CARTER,  who  manages  the 
estate  of  his  late  father,  resides  in  the  third 
district  of  Caroline  County  and  is  favorably 
known  throughout  this  locality.  The  estate, 
which  comprises  over  sixteen  hundred  acres,  is 
valuable  and  well  improved  land,  and  was  owned 
by  his  honored  father,  who  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  this  county  during  his  active 
life,  and  who  was  no  less  noted  for  his  statesman- 
ship and  public  ability,  than  he  was  for  his  won- 
derful skill  as  a financier.  He  was  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Denton  National  Bank,  and  assisted  in 
the  promotion  of  many  worthy  enterprises  and 
industries  which  have  redounded  to  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  this  county. 

Col.  Richard  C.  Carter,  for  such  was  the 
name  he  bore,  was  born  in  this  county  about 
1815  and  was  a son  of  John  Carter,  who  was  like- 
wise a native  of  these  parts,  and  carried  on  a 
farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years.  Great-grandfather  Carter  was  a na- 
tive of  England,  and  came  to  America  in  com- 
pany with  two  brothers,  in  the  early  days  of 
Maryland’s  history.  Col.  R.  C.  Carter  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  grain  and  fertilizers,  and  owned  sev- 
eral vessels  in  which  he  shipped  his  cargoes  from 
one  port  to  another  along  these  shores,  and  from 
time  to  time  made  good  investments  in  land.  He 
always  made  his  home  upon  a farm,  and  was  fond 
of  the  rural  pursuits  and  advantages  of  the  life. 


He  was  a leader  in  the  local  Democracy,  and 
filled  several  minor  offices,  besides  that  of  being 
a member  of  the  state  senate  for  two  terms,  and 
a member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  where 
he  served  his  constituents  with  rare  fidelity.  He 
died  when  in  his  eighty-first  year,  regretted  by 
all  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  married  Sarah 
E.  Slaughter,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Slaughter. 
She  was  born  in  Delaware,  and  of  their  five  chil- 
dren only  our  subject  remains. 

Richard  T.  Carter  was  born  July  29,  1857,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  upon  his  father’s  farm.  After 
leaving  the  district  schools  he  entered  one  in 
Williamsport,  and  subsequently  graduated  from 
Dickinspn  Seminary  in  1875.  Then  he  obtained 
a position  as  cashier  in  the  Denton  National  Bank, 
and  held  the  same  acceptably  for  about  nine 
years.  He  then  carried  on  a hardware  and  farm- 
ing implement  store  in  Denton  for  seven  years. 
Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  devoted  his  en- 
tire time  to  the  management  of  the  estate,  and 
is  now  a practical  farmer.  Like  his  father  before 
him,  he  uses  his  ballot  on  behalf  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  with  the  Red  Men. 

December  8,  1886,  Mr.  Carter  married  Carrie 
Sigler,  a native  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  their 
only  child  is  Annie  S.,  now  six  years  old.  The 
parents  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Denton,  and  contribute  liberally 
toward  the  support  of  religious  and  benevolent 
organizations. 


OHN  KEMP  STEVENS  is  numbered  among 
the  most  enterprising  young  attorneys  of 
Caroline  County,  his  home  being  in  the  town 
of  Denton.  The  name  he  bears  is  one  which  has 
appeared  numerous  times  in  the  history  of  Mary- 
land, among  her  statesmen  and  representative 
men  in  the  various  professions,  and  always  with 
honor.  His  great-grandfather  was  of  Scotch- Irish 
descent,  and  held  large  grants  of  land  under  the 
first  Lord  Baltimore,  in  Caroline  County,  about 
five  hundred  acres  of  that  property  being  situated 
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in  the  third  district.  He  resided  upon  this  land, 
and  was  very  successful  in  life,  his  death  occur- 
ring when  he  was  about  sixty  years  of  age. 

Grandfather  John  Stevens  was  a native  of  Car- 
oline County,  and  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  Charles  Stevens,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  born  in  this  county,  the  date  of  the 
event  being  September  25,  1832.  In  boyhood  he 
removed  to  Camden,  Del.,  and  there  received  the 
benefits  of  a good  general  education.  About  the 
time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  war  he 
located  upon  Kent  Island,  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Md. , and  was  there  occupied  in  farming  several 
years.  Later  he  was  for  a time  a resident  of  Tal- 
bot County,  and  hnally  he  came  to  Denton.  Here 
he  carried  on  a drug  business  until  he  received 
the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  the  town  from 
President  Grant,  during  his  first  administration, 
and  this  office  he  held  uninterruptedly  until  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  first  came  into  the  White  House. 
He  was  a most  loyal  Republican,  and  was  devoted 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  public.  Fraternally 
he  was  a Mason,  and  was  moreover  a member  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  When  death 
claimed  him,  March  19,  1896,  the  whole  com- 
munity felt  that  a great  and  irreparable  loss  had 
befallen  it,  and  his  memory  is  tenderly  cherished 
in  the  hearts  of  many  of  his  sincere  friends.  His 
marriage  took  place  December  31,  1870,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Susan  E.  Kemp,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Talbot  County,  Md.  They 
had  but  two  children,  both  sons.  Charles  E.  was 
born  in  Denton,  April  5,  1874,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  academies  of  this  coun- 
ty, later  attending  the  State  Agricultural  College. 

The  birth  of  J.  K.  Stevens  occurred  in  this  vil- 
lage March  31,  1872.  From  the  time  that  he  had 
arrived  at  a suitable  age  until  he  was  a youth  of 
fifteen,  he  was  a student  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  district,  after  which  he  was  enrolled  in  the 
sophomore  class  of  St.  John’s  College,  in  Annap- 
olis, Md.  At  the  completion  of  the  sophomore 
year  he  was  offered  a position  as  a deputy  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Col.  Luther  H.  Gadd,  the  clerk  of 
Caroline  County,  and  remained  there  until  the 
expiration  of  the  latter’s  term  of  service.  His  ex- 
perience in  the  position  and  his  general  popular- 


ity were  among  the  causes  of  his  being  tendered 
the  same  position  under  Edwin  C.  Fields,  and  he 
continued  in  the  clerk’s  office  up  to  the  date  of 
his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Caroline  County, 
August  8,  1894.  He  at  once  established  an  office 
of  his  own,  and  is  rapidly  working  his  way  into 
the  regard  of  the  public,  as  a lawyer  who  is 
thoroughly  posted  and  grounded  in  the  general 
principles  of  legal  lore,  and  more  particularly  is 
well  versed  in  the  state  laws  and  statutes.  So- 
cially he  is  a great  favorite,  as  he  possesses  the 
happy  faculty  of  making  and  retaining  friends 
readily,  and  has  those  admirable  principles  of 
character  that  always  command  respect. 


QAMUEL  VANNORT.  The  public  service 
of  this  gentleman,  as  a member  of  the  state 
yjy  legislature,  was  of  the  highest  value  to 
his  constituents,  whose  interests  he  made  his  own 
and  whose  prosperity  it  was  his  aim  to  promote 
during  his  legislative  term.  He  has  been  one  of 
the  local  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  for 
years,  his  sagacity  and  energy  ever  being  at  the 
service  of  the  organization  to  which  he  has  always 
adhered.  However,  he  has  had  no  desire  for 
office  nor  any  wish  for  prominence,  and  the  posi- 
tions to  which  he  has  been  chosen  have  come 
unsought.  By  occupation  a farmer,  the  active 
years  of  his  life  were  given  to  this  calling,  in 
which  he  was  financially  successful.  Having 
accumulated  a competency  which  rendered  fur- 
ther labor  unnecessary,  he  built  a comfortable 
home  in  Chestertown  and  brought  his  family  to 
this  place,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  ancestral  history  of  our  subject  is  given  in 
the  biography  of  his  brother,  Col.  William  J.  Van- 
nort,  which  appears  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume. Samuel  was  born  in  Chestertown  August 
14,  1837,  and  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  country  schools,  after  which  he 
spent  two  years  as  a student  in  Washington  Col- 
lege. On  finishing  his  studies  he  began  the  cul- 
tivation of  a farm  situated  ten  miles  from  Ches- 
tertown, and  there  he  remained  for  twenty-five 
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years,  bringing  the  place  to  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  still  owns  the  property,  as  well  as 
other  real  estate,  his  three  farms  aggregating 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  acres.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1883,  he  came  to  Chestertown,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  though  still  continuing  the 
oversight  of  his  farm  property. 

In  1889  Mr.  Vannort  was  elected  a member  of 
the  state  legislature,  and  during  his  term  he  was 
a member  of  several  committees,  rendering 
efficient  service  in  the  interests  of  the  people.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  Kent  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  in  which  he  held  all  the  offices 
but  one.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  St.  James’  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  has  served  in  that  capacity  and 
that  of  assistant  superintendent  for  about  twenty- 
five  years,  and  is  secretary  of  the  quarterly  con- 
ference. In  1865  he  married  Alletha  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Usilton,  a farmer  residing  near 
Worton.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Julia  Claire.  He  has  frequently  represented  his 
church  in  the  general  conference,  and  in  every- 
thing connected  with  the  church  takes  an  active 
interest. 


ILLIAM  CAULK,  M.  D.,  a retired  physi- 
cian, has  always  made  his  home  in  the  sec- 
ond district  of  Talbot  County,  and  was 
born  on  the  fine  homestead  which  he  now  owns 
and  cultivates.  His  people  have  been  identified 
with  the  welfare  of  this  immediate  region  for 
several  generations  and  have  been  noted  for  up- 
rightness of  character  and  many  other  noble  qual- 
ities of  heart  and  mind.  His  paternal  grandfa- 
ther held  the  commission  of  major  in  the  wrar 
of  1812,  and  was  an  extensive  land-owner  and 
slave-holder  hereabouts. 

William  Caulk,  Sr.,  was  born,  reared  to  man- 
hood, and  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  district,  and 
was  a most  successful  farmer.  He  was  stanch  in 
his  preference  for  the  principles  advocated  by  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  religion  was  an  Episco- 
palian, and  for  years  a vestryman  in  the  local 


church.  His  faithful  helpmate  and  devoted  wife, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Lamdiu,  who  was  also  a native 
of  this  community,  and  who  was  claimed  by  death 
when  she  was  scarcely  thirty-eight  years  old,  was, 
like  himself,  an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  one  son.  Carrie  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven;  and  Mary,  the  younger 
sister,  is  the  wife  of  H.  K.  George,  ofSt.  Michael’s 
village. 

Dr.  Caulk  was  born  April  2,  1845,  and  for 
eleven  years  or  so  lived  quietly  upon  the  old  farm,  a 
portion  of  his  time  being  devoted  to  study  of  the 
elementary  branches  of  learning  in  the  local 
schools.  His  father  then  decided  that  the  boy 
should  have  better  advantages  in  an  educational 
way  than  this,  and  sent  him  to  Easton  Academy, 
where  he  passed  about  twelve  months.  Next,  he 
entered  Media  Academy,  at  Media,  Pa. , and  sub- 
sequently attended  West  River  Academy,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated.  As  the  youth  had 
determined  to  enter  the  medical  profession  we 
next  find  his  name  enrolled  in  the  initial  year’s 
course  of  study  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  finally  among  those 
who  graduated  therefrom  in  the  class  of  1867, 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Return- 
ing home  the  young  doctor  opened  an  office  and 
started  in  practice,  but  had  only  been  thus  occu- 
pied about  three  years  when  his  father  died  and  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  take  ch&rge  of  his 
property  and  settle  up  his  accounts.  This  mat- 
ter being  somewhat  complicated  and  his  time  fully 
consumed,  he  gave  up  his  practice  and  has  since 
attended  solely  to  the  management  of  the  old 
home  place.  This  farm  comprises  about  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  which  has  been  under  con- 
stant cultivation  for  three-score  years  or  more  by 
members  of  this  family.  In  political  matters  the 
owner  has  followed  his  father’s  example  and  is  af- 
filiated with  the  Democracy. 

In  1878  Dr.  Caulk  married  Miss  Florence  A. 
Turner,  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  come  to  bless  their  union.  William, 
the  eldest,  is  a resident  of  Baltimore  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  collection  business.  He  is  a bright, 
energetic  young  man,  one  of  those  who  will  sure- 
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ly  make  his  way  in  the  world.  Howard  R.  is  a 
student  in  the  neighboring  school,  and  is  of  great 
assistance  to  his  father.  Florence  E.  is  still  at 
home  and  is  attending  school.  Mrs.  Caulk  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  the  doc- 
tor is  a vestryman  in  the  church  and  has  been  for 
many  years. 


EHARLES  F.  DAVIDSON,  M.  D.  Among 
the  most  brilliant  and  promising  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  the  Eastern  Shore  this 
young  man  stands  in  the  front  ranks.  He 
has  enjoyed  and  profited  by  unusually  exhaustive 
training  in  his  chosen  profession  and  is  qualified 
by  nature,  as  well,  to  occupy  a high  and  respon- 
sible place.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  and  an 
indefatigable  student,  steadily  striving  for  ad- 
vancement and  adopting  the  most  approved 
modern  methods  in  the  healing  art.  He  fully 
believes  that  there  is  no  line  of  usefulness  in  the 
world  to-day  which  can  be  made  more  beneficial, 
in  every  way,  to  his  brother  man,  than  that  of  the 
physician,  who  is  looked  up  to  and  relied  upon 
in  every  home  where  suffering  and  death  surely 
enter,  sooner  or  later. 

The  doctor  comes  of  an  old  and  influential 
family  in  Queen  Anne’s  Comity,  and  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Queenstown  September  29,  1865. 
He  now  occupies  a beautiful  home  here,  where 
his  first  recollections  center,  and  has  made  for 
himself  an  honored  place  in  the  regard  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  father,  Judge  George  Davidson, 
a wealthy  and  respected  man,  resides  in  this 
vicinity  upon  his  large  and  picturesque  planta- 
tion, and  is  represented  in  another  portion  of  this 
volume.  In  his  youth  Dr.  Davidson  was  in- 
structed in  the  elementary  branches  of  learning 
by  a private  tutor  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
was  thus  ready  for  the  higher  studies.  It  was  in 
the  year  1885  that  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  three 
years  later  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  For  a year  previous  to  this  event 
he  was  clinical  assistant  in  the  hospital  connected 
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with  the  college,  and  the  year  following  his 
graduation  he  was  resident  physician  in  the  same 
institution,  continuing  there  two  months  longer, 
indeed,  than  the  year. 

Desiring  still  greater  privileges  in  the  way  of 
study  and  practice,  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  at- 
tended the  best  universities  of  Berlin,  Germany, 
during  the  twelve  months  he  was  abroad,  and  for 
eight  months  of  this  period  was  a clinical  assist- 
ant. Upon  his  return  to  Maryland  he  became 
chief  of  Professor  Howard’s  gynecological  clinic 
in  the  state  university,  but  resigned  that  position 
at  the  end  of  three  months  to  locate  in  Queens- 
town. He  has  a very  extensive  patronage  and 
is  constantly  called  into  consultation  with  promi- 
nent practitioners  in  this  and  surrounding  counties. 
He  is  a valued  member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirur- 
gical  Faculty  of  Maryland  and  belongs  to  the 
state  board  of  health.  Fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

June  2,  1891,  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Davidson 
and  Miss  Lolita,  daughter  of  J.  P.  Davidson,  of 
this  place,  was  celebrated.  She  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  James  Davidson,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Governor  William  Paca,  who 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  (1778-80),  elected 
governor  of  Maryland  in  1782,  re-elected  in  1786, 
and  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  Maryland  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1799.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  have  one  child, 
James  P.,  named  in  honor  of  his  maternal  grand- 
father. They  hold  membership  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  are  generous  in  their  contribu- 
tions to  all  worthy  local  charities. 


JILLIAM  D.  TROY,  M.  D.,  who  is 
one  of  the  well-known  residents  of  Centre- 
vi lie.  Queen  Anne’s  County,  is  an  American 
citizen  only  by  adoption,  but  is  in  thorough  har- 
mony with  American  ideas,  social  and  political, 
and  a great  admirer  of  American  institutions. 


292 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


The  doctor  is  one  of  the  many  thousand  Canadi- 
ans who  have  left  their  native  land  to  try  their 
fortunes  on  “ the  other  side,”  and  he  has  had  no 
reason  to  regret  the  step  which  he  took  in  his 
earlier  days. 

Born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  the  doctor  is 
the  son  of  an  Irishman,  Patrick  Troy,  who  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He  and  his 
wife,  Margaret  Ryan,  became  the  parents  of  three 
children  : Julia,  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Benedict,  a 

resident  of  County  Brant,  Ontario,  and  a justice  of 
the  peace;  John,  a farmer,  unmarried,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  present  notice.  The  father  died  some 
twenty  years  ago  in  Canada;  the  mother  died  in 
Ireland. 

Dr.  Troy  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  province,  and  then,  desiring 
to  qualify  himself  as  a teacher,  entered  the  nor- 
mal school  at  Toronto  for  training  in  that  line. 
Later  he  entered  the  Baptist  College  at  Wood- 
stock,  in  the  same  province,  and  still  later  To- 
ronto University.  For  seven  or  eight  years  he 
taught  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  the  prov- 
ince, but  used  this  profession  only  as  a stepping- 
stone  to  that  of  medicine.  Leaving  Canada  in 
1882,  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  entered  the 
Chicago  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884.  He  began 
practice  immediately  in  the  city,  but  eleven  years 
ago  threw  it  up  and  removed  to  Centreville,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  Here  he  has  built  up  a large 
practice,  and  by  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
everything  pertaining  to  his  adopted  town  has 
shown  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  warm  respect  and 
admiration  which  he  has  won  from  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

In  1891  Dr.  Troy  married  Mrs.  Annie  Corinne 
Johnson,  widow  of  the  late  Andrew  Johnson  and 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Mordecai  Price  and 
Catherine  Turner,  his  second  wife.  Mrs.  John- 
son had  two  children,  A.  Howard  and  Mary  L. 
Though  a very  busy  man  in  his  profession,  the 
doctor  has  identified  himself  with  a number  of 
societies,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  different  lodges  to  which  he  belongs. 
While  living  in  Ontario  he  joined  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  is  now  a high  officer  in  the  society, 


having  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a Knight  of  Pyth- 
ias, and  is  the  prelate  of  the  lodge  at  the  present 
time.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  though  the  doctor  is  a Baptist 
by  profession. 

Like  all  intelligent  men  of  his  profession,  Dr. 
Troy  is  a great  reader,  and  has  carried  on  his  lit- 
erary pursuits  since  his  college  days.  Believing 
that  11  progress  ” is  the  watchword  of  the  times, 
he  is  not  content  to  remain  at  a standstill  in  his 
profession,  and  has  taken  pains  to  benefit  himself 
by  the  research  of  the  masters  in  his  line,  pos- 
sessing himself  of  every  means  by  which  he  can 
increase  his  knowledge  of  the  “ divine  art  of 
healing.”  He  is  also  an  enthusiastic  botanist. 
In  politics,  also,  the  doctor  is  a wide-awake  think- 
er, and  after  due  conviction  has  allied  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


FRANK  HARPER,  who  has  rendered  ex- 
cellent service  in  the  office  of  state’s  attor- 
ney and  has  gained  a prominent  position 
among  the  successful  lawyers  of  Centreville  and 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  was  born  December  23, 
1869,  in  the  village  where  he  now  resides.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Myers  Harper,  a native  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  a prominent  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  a life- 
long resident  of  Centreville,  where  he  died  at  an 
early  age.  Little  is  known  concerning  the  fam- 
ily history,  though  it  is  supposed  that  the  first 
representatives  in  this  country  came  direct  to 
Maryland  at  an  early  day. 

At  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  our  subject 
was  a child  of  two  years;  he  was  adopted  by  Dr. 
R.  M.  Price,  a cousin  of  his  father.  For  a time 
he  was  a pupil  in  St.  Paul’s  parish  school  in  Cen- 
treville, and  in  1885  entered  Centreville  Acad- 
emy. The  following  year  he  matriculated  in  the 
Western  Maryland  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1890.  While  there  he  was  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  college  paper.  In  an  oratorical 
contest  where  two  contestants  were  chosen  from 
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each  society,  he  represented  the  Webster  Literary 
Society  of  the  Western  Maryland  College. 

In  the  fall  of  1890  Mr.  Harper  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland  and 
there  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  was  gradu- 
ated. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  while  in  Bal- 
timore. In  September,  1892,  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Centreville,  and  at  once 
became  known  as  a skillful  reasoner,  logical  de- 
bater and  wise  counselor.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  state’s  attorney  for  a term  of  four  years, 
being  chosen  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  though 
also  receiving  a number  of  Republican  votes.  In 
his  responsible  position  he  has  discharged  every 
duty  with  fidelity  and  ability.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  frater- 
nally is  a member  of  Centreville  Lodge  No.  180, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Hep- 
tasophs  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  an  of- 
ficer in  all  of  these  organizations. 


” DWARD  B.  STREP1TS.  The  success  that 
V)  has  come  to  Mr.  Streets  entitles  him  to  rank 
__  among  the  most  capable  farmers  of  Talbot 
County.  Through  the  energy  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  conducted  his  affairs  he  has  become 
the  possessor  of  large  and  valuable  landed  inter- 
ests, his  property  aggregating  five  hundred  and 
ninety  acres.  Of  this  amount  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  are  embodied  within  the  old  home- 
stead, sixty  acres  lie  in  another  farm,  and  there 
are  three  farms  of  one  hundred  and  sixty,  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  one  hundred  acres  re- 
spectively. 

Near  Greensborougli,  Caroline  County,  Md. , the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1820,  and  there 
the  years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed.  When 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  started  out  for 
himself,  securing  work  on  a farm,  where  he  was 
employed  by  the  month.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  removed  from  Caroline  County  to  New- 
castle County,  Del.,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  a farm  for  some  time.  I11  1856 
he  came  to  Trappe  district,  Talbot  County,  and 


settled  upon  the  property  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  The  active  years  of  manhood 
have  been  employed  in  the  acquirement  of  land 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  same,  and  certainly  it 
may  be  regarded  as  a proof  of  his  ability  that, 
though  poor  and  unaided  in  youth,  he  neverthe- 
less gained  a large  and  valuable  property. 

A man  of  sincere  Christian  belief,  Mr.  Streets 
holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Church,  to 
the  work  of  which  he  is  a contributor.  I11  all  his 
undertakings  he  has  had  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1841 
and  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine 
Casperson.  The  eight  children  born  of  their 
union  are  named  as  follows:  Henrietta,  Edward, 
Sallie,  George,  Dora,  Maggie,  Charles  and  Jose- 
phine. The  wife  and  mother  died  in  March,  1891. 


RS.  ANNIE  F.  SPICER,  widow  of  Levin 
J.  Spicer,  late  of  Lake  district,  Dorchester 
County,  resides  upon  a well-improved 
homestead,  the  management  of  which  is  in  her 
own  hands.  She  is  a good  business  woman  and 
has  manifested  unusual  ability  in  her  financial 
affairs  for  the  past  few  years.  She  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
is  always  to  be  found  upon  the  side  of  the  poor 
and  afflicted,  giving  liberally  of  her  means  to 
such  charities  as  she  deems  worthy  of  support. 
Her  friends  are  legion  in  this  community,  and 
every  one  wishes  her  well. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Spicer  took  place  in  Taylor’s 
Island,  this  county,  February  18,1856.  Her  par- 
ents were  Roger  C.  and  Sarah  (Leonard)  Robinson. 
The  father  was  a native  of  the  same  place  and 
was  a merchant  and  farmer  there  during  his 
entire  mature  life.  He  was  fairly  successful  in  a 
business  way,  and  owned  several  slaves.  He 
died  when  fifty-six  years  of  age.  His  father, 
Roger  Robinson,  was  likewise  born  in  Taylor’s 
Island,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  early  death,  when  twenty-seven.  His  father, 
in  turn,  was  known  as  Captain  Robinson,  he 
having  won  that  title  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which 
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he  did  gallant  service.  Sarah  (Leonard)  Robinson 
was  also  a native  of  the  island,  and  lived  to  be 
fifty-two  years  old.  She  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a 
lovely  Christian  woman.  Of  her  children  John 
H.  is  a farmer  of  this  district;  Mrs.  Spicer  is  the 
next  of  the  family;  Roger  C.  was  drowned  in 
childhood;  Levi  T.  is  a traveling  salesman  of 
Baltimore;  Frank  is  a blacksmith  of  this  county; 
Joseph  L.  is  a farmer  of  Taylor’s  Island;  Sophia 
is  the  next;  Louis  A.  died  when  young;  and  the 
others  are  Sallie  A.  and  Mamie  E. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mrs.  Spicer  was  sol- 
emnized April  3,  1876,  when  she  became  the  wife 
of  Stewart  Vickers,  of  her  own  neighborhood. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  survived 
their  marriage  but  a short  time,  dying  in  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  when  nearly  seventy.  He  was  a 
highly  respected  member  of  the  community  in 
which  he  dwelt  and  was  a pillar  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  James  C.,  the  only  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vickers,  entered  Randolph-Macon 
College,  at  Ashland,  Va.,  about  five  years  ago, 
for  a seven  years’  course  of  study  in  the  higher 
sciences  and  classics,  and  expects  to  graduate  in 
the  class  of  1899.  December  3,  1878,  Mrs. 
Vickers  married  Levin  J.  Spicer,  of  Taylor’s 
Island.  He  was  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  for 
several  years,  served  as  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners for  two  terms  and  was  quite  prominent 
as  a Republican  and  citizen.  He  was  a very  suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  left  his  family  well  pro- 
vided for  at  the  time  of  his  death.  For  a few 
years  he  was  more  or  less  interested  in  lumber- 
ing. By  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him 
he  was  esteemed,  and  his  circle  of  intimate 
friends  comprised  most  of  the  best  people  of  this 
locality.  To  himself  and  his  first  wife  there  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  three  survive,  viz.: 
Linden  T. , now  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
Lake  district;  Mattie  E. ; and  James  T.,  an 
oysterman.  Those  of  the  second  marriage 
now  living  are  Annie  Luda  and  Levin  J.,  at 
home.  One  died  in  infancy.  It  was  in  1878 
that  Mrs.  Spicer  removed  to  the  farm  which  she 
now  carries  on.  Mr.  Spicer  was  summoned  to 
his  reward  August  3,  1891,  when  he  had  attained 


his  sixty-fifth  year.  His  loss  has  been  felt  to  be 
a great  one  to  the  community  in  general,  for  he 
was  a man  of  uprightness,  integrity  and  liber- 
ality, and  took  deep  interest  in  every  movement 
which  had  as  its  object  the  betterment  of  the 
district  and  county. 


ILLIAM  HEPBRON  is  the  agent  for  the 
Baltimore  & Delaware  Branch  Railroad  at 
Lynch’s  P.  O.,  in  the  third  district,  and  at 
the  same  place  is  carrying  on  business  as  a dealer 
in  agricultural  implements  and  farm  machinery. 
Near  his  present  place  of  residence  he  was  born 
in  1840,  a descendant  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestors 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Maryland. 
The  farm  on  which  Hon.  William  T.  Hepbron 
resides  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  for 
more  than  one  hundred  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James,  son  of  John 
Hepbron,  was  born  in  Kent  County,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm,  trained  to  a knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  pursuits.  Choosing  farming 
as  his  occupation,  he  became  quite  successful  in 
it,  and  accumulated  large  tracts  of  land  as  well 
as  a large  number  of  slaves.  In  the  neighbor- 
hood where  he  was  born  he  continued  to  reside 
until  death  called  him  hence.  An  earnest  Chris- 
tian, heheld  membership  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  for  some  years  served  as  steward  and  trustee 
of  his  congregation.  His  death  occurred  in  1840, 
when  he  was  about  forty-seven  years  of  age.  By 
his  marriage  to  Mary  Greenwood,  of  Kent  County, 
he  had  four  children,  namely:  Henrietta,  Mrs. 

Carrow,  of  Baltimore;  Joseph  J.  and  John  F. , 
deceased;  and  William. 

Educated  in  the  local  schools,  our  subject  has 
supplemented  the  information  obtained  there  by 
study  and  observation.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  took  charge  of  a farm  and  continued  to  engage 
in  agricultural  pursuits  from  that  time  until  1878, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Delaware  Branch  Railroad,  and  has  since  been 
stationed  at  Lynch’s  as  agent.  In  addition  he  is 
a dealer  in  agricultural  implements  and  machin- 
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ery.  Though  not  active  in  politics,  he  never  fails 
to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  this  party. 

In  1862  Mr.  Hepbron  married  Alphonsa  Rose- 
berry,  of  Kent  County.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Elizabeth;  Frank;  Ida,  wife  of  E. 
C.  Bowers;  and  Harry,  at  Still  Pond.  The  family 
are  identified  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  attend  the  service  of  that  denomina- 
tion near  their  home. 


EV.  FRANKLIN  BACHE  ADKINS  is  the 
rector  of  Stepney  and  Spring  Hill  parishes, 
whose  rectory  is  in  the  second  district  of 
Wicomico  County,  and  is  in  the  diocese  of  Eas- 
ton. A man  of  excellent  attainments  and  quali- 
fications, he  is  eminently  fitted  for  his  chosen 
work,  and,  being  in  the  prime  of  life,  possesses 
the  energy  and  indefatigable  zeal  necessary  to 
success.  His  labors  in  the  Master’s  vineyard 
here  are  arduous,  as  he  is  obliged  to  look  after 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  of  seven  or 
eight  small  towns  in  the  vicinity,  and  hold  serv- 
ices in  each  place  as  often  as  possible.  Yet  he 
thoroughly  enjoys  his  work,  and  is  striving  ear- 
nestly to  uplift  and  lead  his  little  flocks  into  a 
higher  and  better  life.  His  popularity  goes  with- 
out saying,  for  he  is  universally  esteemed  and 
beloved,  both  inside  and  outside  his  own  denomi- 
nation. 

A son  of  the  late  Dr.  I.  L.  Adkins,  of  Easton, 
Md. , a man  noted  for  his  nobleness  of  character 
and  efforts  on  behalf  of  his  fellow-men,  Rev.  F. 
B.  Adkins  was  born  near  Easton,  Talbot  County, 
September  26,  1856.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  Easton  high  school,  Bishop  Lay’s  school, 
of  Easton,  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  Academy, 
of  Winchester,  Va.  In  1879  he  entered  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  where  he  took  a special 
course  of  study,  and  then,  in  1880,  becoming  en- 
rolled at  Berkeley  Divinity  School,  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  he  remained  there  until  1882.  He 
was  ordered  a deacon  April  23,  1882,  by  Rt.- 
Rev.  H.  C.  Lay,  bishop  of  Easton,  and  was  or- 
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dained  a priest  by  the  same  prelate  on  All  Soul’s 
Day,  November  2,  1882.  During  1891  and  1892 
he  did  considerable  missionary  work  in  Delaware, 
and  afterwards  in  the  diocese  of  Easton,  where 
he  is  still  laboring,  and  has  labored  without  in- 
termission since  his  ordination. 

Immediately  after  becoming  a minister  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  Rev.  Mr.  Adkins  was  assigned 
to  the  parishes  of  Stepney,  Spring  Hill  and 
Wicomico,  having  served  as  a deacon  in  charge 
here  during  the  previous  six  months.  In  1889 
he  was  made  rector  of  the  parish  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  in  Greensborough,  Caroline  County,  Md., 
but  two  years  later  resigned.  In  January,  1893, 
he  was  recalled  to  the  parishes  over  which  he  now 
presides.  Here  he  feels  is  his  true  place,  among 
the  people  he  has  known  all  his  life,  and  with 
whom  he  was  brought  up.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Mason  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  a Knight  Temp- 
lar, a Knight  of  Pythias,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a 
Heptasoph. 

February  21,  1889,  the  marriage  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Adkins  and  Mary  V.,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rt.- 
Rev.  William  Forbes  Adams,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L-, 
bishop  of  Easton,  was  solemnized  by  the  bride’s 
father.  One  child,  Mary  Elizabeth,  was  born  to 
this  union,  but  died  shortly  afterwards.  A 
brother  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  William  H. 
Adkins,  is  written  up  elsewhere  in  this  volume, 
and  in  his  sketch  will  be  found  the  history  of  the 
Adkins  family. 


NON.  WILLIAM  COLLINS-  All  attorney 
by  profession,  ill  health  caused  Mr.  Collins 
to  retire  from  practice  and  remove  to  a farm, 
his  birthplace,  in  Trappe  district,  Talbot  County. 
Here  he  owns  four  hundred  and  twelve  acres 
and  is  extensively  engaged  in  raising  peaches, 
blooded  stock,  as  well  as  in  other  lines  of  general 
farm  work.  As  the  representative  of  his  district 
in  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  he  was 
enabled  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  constitu- 
ents and  also  aided  bills  having  for  their  object 
the  prosperity  of  the  entire  state,  He  is  one  of 
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the  directors  of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Easton,  Md.,  and  has  other  im- 
portant financial  and  business  interests. 

Mr.  Collins  represents  the  fourth  generation 
bearing  the  Christian  name  of  William.  The 
first  of  these  was  born  in  England  and  emigrated 
thence  to  America,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  but 
after  a short  sojourn  in  that  city  removed  to 
Talbot  County,  where  he  afterward  engaged  in 
farming  in  Trappe  district.  Next  in  line  of  de- 
scent was  the  grandfather,  who  was  a large  slave 
holder,  an  extensive  planter  and  an  active  poli- 
tician of  his  day.  The  father  was  also  a man  of 
influence  and  solid  financial  standing.  He  was 
born  December  29,  1816,  at  the  family  residence, 
a portion  of  which,  built  before  the  Revolution, 
is  still  standing  and  in  use.  Here  he  spent  his 
entire  life  in  farm  work,  dying  May  24,  1887,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven. 

May  16,  1847,  William  Collins  (3d)  married 
Leah  S.  Griffin,  of  Dorchester  County,  daughter 
of  James  Griffin.  Five  children  were  born  of 
their  union.  The  eldest,  Caroline,  was  married 
February  19,  1884,  to  Dr.  S.  K.  Merrick,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  died  June  17,  1886.  William  is 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Frank  A.,  the  third 
child  born  of  the  marriage,  is  now  an  archi- 
tect residing  on  Long  Island;  he  married  Miss 
Sadie  L.  Peck  in  January,  1883.  Charles  M.  is 
still  at  home.  Rev.  Henry  C.,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  went  as  a missionary  to  Ichang,  China, 
in  1893,  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  Gospel 
work  in  that  country. 

On  Frankford  farm,  where  he  now  resides,  our 
subject  was  born.  In  youth  he  was  a student  in 
the  Trappe  high  school  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen began  to  teach  school,  which  profession  he  fol- 
lowed for  one  year.  Returning  to  Talbot  County, 
he  became  a student  in  the  law  office  of  Sena- 
tor Gibson,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  For  several  years  after  en- 
tering upon  legal  practice,  he  was  associated  with 
Isaac  W.  Powell,  of  Easton,  the  two  remaining 
together  until  the  failure  of  Mr.  Collins’  health 
obliged  him  to  seek  an  occupation  that  would  give 
more  outdoor  exercise.  He  then  purchased  a farm 
joining  the  old  homestead,  the  cultivation  of 


which  he  has  since  superintended.  Interested  in 
agricultural  enterprises  and  matters,  he  has  served 
efficiently  as  president  of  the  Trappe  Farmers’ 
Alliance,  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Talbot 
County  Farmers’  Alliance,  in  the  organization  of 
which  he  actively  assisted.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Talbot  County  Fair  Association, 
in  which  he  was  a director  for  several  years. 

Politically  a Democrat,  Mr.  Collins  is  promi- 
nent in  his  party.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  for 
the  house  of  delegates,  but  suffered  defeat  with 
the  entire  Democratic  ticket.  Two  years  later  he 
again  made  the  race,  this  time  successfully,  and 
in  1891-93  he  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature. 
During  his  terms  of  office  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  agriculture  and  the  author  of  many 
bills  passed  in  the  interests  of  the  farmer.  A 
turn  in  the  political  tide  caused  his  defeat  with 
the  entire  Democratic  ticket  in  1895.  His  service 
in  the  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens  has  been  of 
a most  helpful  nature,  and  both  as  a public  offi- 
cial and  as  a private  citizen  he  has  been  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  successful  consummation 
of  man}'  beneficial  plans.  Fraternally  a Mason, 
he  is  a member  of  Coats  Lodge  No.  102,  of 
Easton,  Md.,  and  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  holds  office 
as  vestryman  and  registrar  in  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Whitemarsh  Parish,  diocese  of  Easton.  Mr.  Col- 
lins is  also  a member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution. 


EHARLES  B.  CATOR,  a young  man  who  re- 
joices in  a host  of  friends  in  the  community 
in  which  he  dwells,  is  an  energetic,  industri- 
ous farmer  of  the  fourth  district  of  Dorchester 
County.  He  operates  the  old  homestead  of  three 
hundred  acres  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town 
of  Taylor’s  Island,  which  farm  was  formerly  the 
property  of  his  revered  father.  Ever  since  his 
earliest  recollections  he  was  apparently  destined 
to  lead  the  life  of  an  agriculturist,  for  his  father 
having  died  he  was  taught  to  assist  with  the 
management  of  the  farm,  and  was  earnest  in  his 
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desire  to  take  as  much  responsibility  as  possible 
from  the  over-burdened  shoulders  of  his  fond 
and  faithful  mother.  Thus  she  came  to  place 
great  trust  and  reliance  in  him,  and  he  proved 
worthy  of  such  confidence. 

Capt.  William  W.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  this  immediate  locality,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, 1818,  and  always  thought  of  Taylor’s  Island 
as  home,  while  away  upon  his  distant  voyages. 
He  was  a mere  boy  when  he  went  011  board  a 
vessel  engaged  in  trade  along  Chesapeake  Bay. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  a common  sailor, 
and  at  last  was  promoted  to  be  master  of  a ship. 
Several  years  he  was  captain  on  a schooner  run- 
ning to  the  West  Indies,  but  as  he  passed  the  prime 
of  life  he  concluded  to  leave  his  previous  calling 
and  settle  down  to  the  comforts  of  home  and  the 
companionship  of  his  family.  He  was  noted  for 
his  great  bravery  and  courage  in  the  midst  of  the 
highest  gales,  and  seemingly  never  knew  what 
fear  was.  He  was  fairly  successful  from  a finan- 
cial standpoint  and  owned  several  slaves,  as  this 
was  before  the  war,  in  addition  to  considerable 
real  estate.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  A.  Travers,  her  father 
having  been  Thomas  Travers,  who  was  well 
known  in  this  district.  She  was  a life-long  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  strong  in 
the  faith,  April  15,  1891. 

Charles  B.  Cator  is  one  of  five  surviving  chil- 
dren, the  others  being:  Thomas  B.,  a resident  of 
Cambridge,  Md.;  Samuel  B.,  an  employe  of  the 
postoffice  department  in  Baltimore;  Ella  W., 
who  resides  at  home  with  her  brother;  and 
William  W. , a resident  of  Baltimore.  One  child, 
Ida,  died  in  infancy.  Charles  B.  was  born 
on  the  15th  of  January  1863,  and  was  con- 
sequently but  three  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  in  the  year  1866. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  in  his  early  years 
during  the  winter  season,  and  has  added  to  the 
rudimentary  education  thus  acquired  by  private 
study  and  extended  reading.  When  just  enter- 
ing his  teens  he  did  nearly  as  much  work  as  most 
full-grown  men,  and  upon  his  mother’s  death 
he  took  entire  charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  is 
managing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  other  heirs. 


In  his  political  convictions  he  sides  with  the 
Democracy,  but  has  no  desire  to  hold  official  posi- 
tions. 

December  2,  1891,  Mr.  Cator  married  Miss 
Valerie,  daughter  of  John  W.  Mace,  a prominent 
citizen  of  this  county.  They  have  a bright  little 
son  to  whom  they  have  given  the  name  of  the 
genial  philosopher,  Benjamin  Franklin. 


qJEORGE  W.  RAUGHLEY.  There  are  few 
of  the  residents  of  Caroline  County  who  are 
more  widely  known  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
than  the  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
review.  The  owner  of  a valuable  estate  in  the 
sixth  district,  he  gives  much  of  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  property. 
He  is  also  well  known  as  a leading  Democrat  of 
his  community,  and  adheres  to  the  principles  for 
which  his  party  stands.  In  1889  he  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature,  and  during  his  term  of 
service  ably  represented  his  constituents,  win- 
ning well-deserved  praise  for  himself. 

A native  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  1838,  our  subject  is  a son  of  John  and 
Ary  A.  (Wilson)  Raughley,  also  natives  of  that 
county.  He  was  one  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
himself  and  two  brothers,  Shadrack  and  James 
T.,  survive.  Shadrack  read  law  under  Willard 
Saulsbury  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Dover, 
Del.,  in  1867,  but  never  engaged  extensively  in 
professional  practice;  he  is  a bachelor  and  makes 
his  home  with  our  subject.  James  T.,  the  other 
brother,  is  a traveling  salesman  for  a law  book 
firm,  with  whom  he  has  been  connected  for  ten 
years.  Robert  Raughley,  a half-brother,  is  a 
son  by  John  Raughley  and  his  first  wife.  He  is 
retired  and  lives  in  Dover,  Del.  He  was  a farmer 
and  a member  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  and 
held  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of 
Kent  County,  Del. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Shadrack 
Raughley,  was  a farmer  of  Virginia,  to  which 
state  his  father,  Henry  Raughley,  came  from  his 
native  land  of  England,  settling  at  Harrisonburg 
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in  colonial  days  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Bringing  considerable  capital  with  him 
to  this  country,  he  became  the  owner  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land  in  the  Old  Dominion  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community. 
About  1849  John  Raughley  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  and  three  years  later  he 
established  his  home  here,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1855.  He  was  a life-long  farmer 
and  held  no  public  office  except  that  of  register 
of  wills  in  Dover,  Del.,  which  he  occupied  for 
five  years. 

Almost  the  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
passed  at  his  present  home.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed agriculture  and  owns  four  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  as  fine  as  the  county  con- 
tains, the  improvements  upon  which  have  been 
made  by  his  energetic  efforts.  He  is  well-to-do 
and  contributes  of  his  means  to  projects  for  the 
benefit  of  his  community. 

— — ♦} e— ■ — 

ILLARD  DICKINSON  is  a leading  young 
business  man  ol  Greensborough , Caroline 
County,  where  he  has  been  established  for 
the  past  five  years.  Though  he  is  not  an  old 
resident  of  this  particular  community  his  name 
and  family  have  been  very  prominent  and  well 
known  since  the  early  days  of  Maryland  all 
along  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  we  are  sure  that  a 
short  history  of  them  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
many  warm  friends  of  our  subject.  One  Samuel 
Dickinson  left  his  home  in  England  and  brought 
material  for  a substantial  mansion,  which  was 
erected  upon  the  banks  of  Dickinson  Bay,  in  Tal- 
bot County,  about  1676.  He  held  extensive 
grants  of  land,  some  three  thousand  acres  lying 
along  Choptank  river,  and  these  deeds  of  prop- 
erty bear  date  of  1634.  The  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  another  Samuel,  in  the  direct 
line  of  descent,  and  was  born  on  the  ancestral 
estates  called  Croseadore.  Gen.  Solomon  Dick- 
inson, the  grandfather,  was  also  a native  of  Tal- 
bot County,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  Croseadore. 


He  won  his  title  for  distinguished  service  in  the 
wTar  with  Mexico,  and  was  a man  of  most  excel- 
lent qualities. 

Willard  Dickinson  is  a son  of  Dr.  Samuel  P. 
and  Catherine  R.  (Willard)  Dickinson,  natives  of 
Talbot  County  and  Massachusetts,  respectively. 
The  father  grew  to  manhood  at  his  birthplace,  and 
graduated  from  the  military  academy  at  West 
Point,  and  about  1836  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland.  He  located 
in  Trappe,  Md.,  and  in  the  course  of  a few  years 
had  become  one  of  the  most  renowned  and  suc- 
cessful physicians  of  the  entire  Eastern  Shore. 
His  elder  daughter,  Maria  W.,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Aiken,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.;  and  Uaura  D.,' 
the  younger  daughter,  is  a resident  of  Baltimore. 
From  time  immemorial  the  Dickinsons  have  been 
allied  with  the  Democracy,  and  the  doctor  repre- 
sented the  county  in  the  state  constitutional  con- 
vention in  1851 . 

The  birth  of  Willard  Dickinson  occurred  in 
the  village  of  Trappe,  Talbot  County,  in  1854, 
and  there  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  were 
passed.  Going  then  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  he 
learned  the  details  of  pharmacy  and  later  was 
located  several  years  in  Baltimore  in  the  drug 
business.  It  was  in  1892  that  he  settled  here  in 
Greensborough  and  opened  a fine  drug  store.  He 
is  courteous  and  obliging  to  all  and  is  a general 
favorite  among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  always  ready  to  lend  a helping 
hand  to  those  who  are  unhappy  or  needy. 

In  August,  1882,  Mr.  Dickinson  married  Miss 
Karlie,  daughter  of  Charles  Schnauffer.  She 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and 
is  a lady  of  superior  culture  and  educational  at- 
tainments. To  this  worth y couple  a bright  little 
boy  was  born,  now  nearly  four  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Dickinson’s  father  was  exiled  from  Ger- 
many, his  native  land,  in  1848,  on  account  of  his 
political  attitude  toward  the  government.  He 
was  a journalist  of  no  mean  repute  and  estab- 
lished the  Baltimore  Wecker , which  he  managed 
for  many  years  successfully.  He  was  known  far 
and  wide  among  the  people  of  his  nationality  as 
a truly  remarkable  linguist  and  scholar,  speak- 
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ing,  as  he  did,  seven  languages  with  facility. 
His  wife,  also,  was  very  notable  as  a writer  of 
articles  in  the  German  language,  and  all  of  the 
family  have  been  exceptionally  accomplished  in 
various  ways. 


KYLE  COLLEY,  M.  D.  The  world  in- 
stinctively pays  deference  to  the  man  whose 
success  has  been  worthily  achieved,  who  has 
acquired  a high  reputation  in  his  chosen  calling 
and  whose  social  prominence  is  not  less  the  re- 
sult of  an  irreproachable  life  than  of  recognized 
natural  gifts.  It  is  pleasing  indeed  to  write  the 
biography  of  a man  of  this  character,  such  as  Dr. 
Colley  is  known  to  be.  He  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in 
Sudlersville;  and  his  wife,  who  is  a lady  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement,  has  recently  opened  a dental 
office  in  that  place,  having  graduated  with  honor 
at  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1897. 

The  doctor  is  a native  of  Greensborougli,  Caro- 
line County,  Md.,  but  during  childhood  removed 
to  Templeville,  where  he  was  reared  and  obtained 
his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Later  he  took  a four  years’  course  at  St.  John’s 
College  in  Annapolis,  and  from  the  age  of  twenty 
to  twenty-four  he  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  Under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  V.  Knotts  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  Medical  College,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1885.  For  one  year  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Templeville,  Md.,  and  then  opened  an 
office  in  Centreville,  where  he  remained  for  five 
years,  but  since  1891  has  made  his  home  in  Sud- 
lersville, where  he  soon  succeeded  in  building  up 
a large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Maryland  Homeopathic  Medical  Society, 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Delaware, 
and  the  Peninsula  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy  and  of  the  Maryland  State  Homeo- 
pathic examining  board. 

Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 


party.  Constant  study  and  close  application  to 
the  details  of  his  profession  have  enabled  him  to 
reach  an  enviable  position  in  the  medical  frater- 
nity, and  as  a citizen  he  is  honored  and  esteemed 
by  his  fellow-men. 

Dr.  Colley  was  married  October  11,  1894,  to 
Miss  Annie  F.  Whiteley,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  Mary  and  Ethel.  Mrs.  Colley 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  February,  1862,  in  Tem- 
pleville, w'here  she  obtained  a good  common 
school  education,  and  from  1881  to  1884  she  was 
also  a successful  teacher.  In  1894  she  entered 
the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  from 
which  institution  she  graduated,  as  previously 
stated.  Having  a thorough  knowledge  of  her 
profession  and  displaying  marked  skill  and  ability 
in  practice,  she  has  already  secured  a liberal  pat- 
ronage. Religiously  she  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


OUIS  B.  KEENE  is  a merchant  in  the  town 
of  Golden  Hill,  in  the  extreme  southern  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  district  of  Dorchester 
County.  He  is  quite  popular  with  all  who  know 
him,  and  is  a recognized  factor  in  local  politics. 
Since  arriving  at  his  majority  he  has  been  affili- 
ated with  the  Democracy,  and  has  officiated  as 
tax  collector  of  his  district,  and  in  1869  was  ap- 
pointed county  assessor  by  Governor  Lowndes. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Improved  Order 
of  Heptasophs,  and  with  Honga  Tribe  of  Red 
Men,  No.  89,  of  Taylor’s  Island. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  “Gar- 
den of  Eden.’’  but  not  in  antediluvian  times,  for 
the  event  was  as  recent  as  December  10,  1859, 
and,  in  explanation,  be  it  said,  that  the  pretty 
and  significant  name  as  given  above  was  that  be- 
stowed upon  his  father’s  homestead.  This  prop- 
erty in  the  course  of  time  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  he  still  owns  and  cultivates  it.  His 
parents  were  Vaehel  J.  and  Mary  Ann  (Meekins) 
Keene.  Young  Keene  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents,  learning  to  till  the  soil  and  superin- 
tend the  varied  departments  of  farm  enterprise, 
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until  after  their  deaths.  His  only  absence  from 
the  home  circle  was  when  he  went  away  to  school 
for  two  years,  at  the  Rock  Hill  College,  in  How- 
ard County,  Md.  As  his  parents  were  quite  well 
along  in  years  at  the  time  of  his  birth  (his  mother 
about  fifty  and  his  father  ten  years  her  senior) 
he  took  upon  himself  the  arduous  cares  of  the 
farm  management  when  he  was  in  his  twentieth 
year,  though  he  had  formerly  had  much  of  the 
business  upon  his  young  shoulders.  He  carried 
on  agricultural  affairs  solely  until  1890,  when  he 
also  became  interested  in  merchandising,  though 
he  still  owns  the  old  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres. 

February  28,  1880,  Mr.  Keene  married  Susie 
L.  Mace,  of  Church  Creek  district,  and  they  have 
had  eight  children.  The  eldest  died  in  infancy; 
Clarence  A.  is  still  at  home  and  helps  his  father 
in  the  work;  and  those  younger  are  Mary  C., 
Bernard  Louis,  Edwin  T,,  William  Cyril,  Samuel 
Clinton  and  William  Jennings  Mace.  They  are 
bright,  active  children,  of  whom  any  parent  might 
well  be  proud.  . 


APT.  ROBERT  S.  EMORY.  The  title  by 
which  this  gentleman  is  known  came  to  him 
through  his  service  in  command  of  vessels 
running  between  Chestertown  and  Baltimore.  It 
was  in  1854  that  he  removed  to  Chestertown  and 
became  the  successor  of  Capt.  Hiram  Brown,  in 
command  of  the  vessel  General  Washington, 
forming  a partnership  with  Thomas  Ruth  under 
the  name  of  Ruth  & Emory.  At  the  expiration 
of  five  or  six  years  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness to  Capt.  James  H.  Thompson,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  other  lines  of  work. 

Now  a resident  of  the  fourth  district  of  Kent 
County,  Captain  Emory  is  giving  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  a farm  which  had  been  in- 
herited by  his  wife.  He  makes  a specialty  of 
pears,  and  probably  raises  more  of  this  variety  of 
fruit  than  anyone  east  of  California.  In  his  orch- 
ard there  are  about  twenty  thousand  pear  trees, 
many  of  which  are  in  bearing  condition.  There 


are  also  other  kinds  of  fruit  on  the  place,  and  in 
addition  to  this  property  he  owns  two  other  fruit 
farms  in  the  same  district  and  one  in  Queen 
Anne’s  Count}'. 

The  father  of  the  captain  was  William  Emory, 
a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  a life-long 
agriculturist,  carrying  on  that  occupation  success- 
fully until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  June,  i860, 
on  the  old  homestead,  near  Centreville,  on  the 
Chester  River.  So  prosperous  was  he  in  all  his 
undertakings  that  he  left  eight  good  farms  at  the 
time  of  his  demise,  and  this  fact  is  especially 
noteworthy  inasmuch  as  he  began  without  capital. 
Politically  he  affiliated  with  the  old-line  Whigs. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  Ameri- 
can service,  being  then  a youth  of  some  seven- 
teen years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Raymond,  was  born  in  Delaware,  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Raymond.  She  died  when 
in  middle  age. 

In  Queen  Anne’s  County  Captain  Emory  was 
born  April  2,  1832.  When  a boy  he  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  later  spent  four  years  as  a 
student  in  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a wholesale 
drug  store  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  in  the  intervals 
of  work  studied  pharmacy,  receiving  a diploma 
and  remaining  with  the  firm  until  he  was  of  age. 
He  then  returned  home,  where  the  two  ensuing 
years  were  spent  in  farm  work.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  Chestertown,  where  he  made  his  head- 
quarters for  five  years,  meantime  being  in  com- 
mand ofaboat.  January  9,  i860,  he  married  Julia 
Anna,  eldest  daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Wilkins, 
and  they  at  once  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided.  His  wife  died  in  1874,  leaving 
five  children,  namely:  Edward  W.,  a farmer  and 
fruit  grower,  who  resides  at  Quaker  Neck  Wharf, 
in  the  fourth  district;  Mary  Ella,  Juliana  and 
Belle,  at  home;  and  Robert  J.,  a machinist  and 
inventor,  now  residing  in  Baltimore. 

The  principles  of  the  Republican  party  have  al- 
ways received  the  co-operation  and  support  of 
Captain  Emory,  who  is  loyal  to  every  doctrine  of 
that  organization.  His  interest,  however,  has 
been  of  an  indirect  nature,  for  he  has  never  de- 
sired to  hold  office  and  has  never  represented  his 
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fellow-citizens  in  positions  of  prominence,  though 
fully  competent  to  do  so.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order  of  Chestertown. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 


OHN  K.  CAULK.  Among  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Trappe  district,  Talbot 
County,  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write, 
and  whose  entire  life  has  been  passed  on  the 
homestead  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  him. 
His  birth  took  place  here  in  the  old  family  resi- 
dence in  1847,  and  hi  the  usual  peaceful  routine 
of  the  country  his  boyhood’s  happy  years  rolled 
away.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
district  from  the  time  that  he  had  arrived  at  suit- 
able age,  and  to  the  information  thus  acquired  he 
added  much  when  he  came  to  take  his  place  in 
the  battle  of  life,  by  the  wisdom  gained  from  ex- 
perience and  by  private  study. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
Mary  E.  (Haddaway)  Caulk,  natives  of  St. 
Michael’s  and  Bay  Hundred  districts',  of  Talbot 
County,  respectively.  The  father  was  a son  of 
Major  Caulk,  who  won  his  title  in  the  war  of 
18x2  and  whose  birth  also  occurred  in  this  region. 
The  family  has  been  very  prominent  in  the  up- 
building and  advancement  of  Talbot  County,  and 
deserves  to  be  remembered  in  the  local  history. 
Joseph  Caulk  was  called  to  his  final  reward  in 
1858,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  at  the  close  of 
a very  useful  and  industrious  career.  His  good 
and  loving  wife  died  in  1868,  when  in  her  fifty - 
fifth  year. 

In  quite  early  years  young  John  Caulk  mani- 
fested marked  love  for  farming  and  rural  pursuits 
and  his  mother  came  to  rely  upon  him  more  and 
more,  at  last  giving  up  to  him  much  of  the  care 
of  the  place.  Since  he  was  nineteen  years  old 
he  has  had  entire  charge  of  affairs  here  and  at- 
tends to  the  cultivation  of  the  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  which  are  comprised  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  farm.  This  homestead  has  un- 
usual advantages  from  a picturesque  point  of 


view,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  in  that  it  has 
over  three  miles  of  water  frontage  along  the 
shores  of  Island  Creek.  Mr.  Caulk  raises  a gen- 
eral line  of  the  crops  commonly  grown  in  this 
section  and  also  makes  a business  of  keeping  fine 
standard-bred  trotting  horses  and  Jersey  cattle. 

In  his  political  faith,  Mr.  Caulk  is  a Democrat, 
and  is  strongly  in  favor  of  a silver  standard.  In 
religion  his  wife  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  local  church  of  that  denomination.  I11 
1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
S.  E. , daughter  of  Capt.  John  H.  Caulk,  of  St. 
Michael’s  district,  Talbot  County.  They  have  a 
promising  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, viz. : Joseph,  John,  Owen,  Bessie  and  Sallie. 
They  have  been  afforded  excellent  advantages, 
and  have  had  the  love  and  care  of  wise  and  af- 
fectionate parents. 

- ?•  >•  — ;lO;*  j-C-J’- *—  < — ■ 

HOMAS  G.  REYNOLDS.  On  the  banks 
of  Goldsborougli  Creek,  in  Trappe  district, 
Talbot  County,  lies  the  farm  that  for  many 
years  has  been  owned  and  cultivated  by  Mr. 
Reynolds.  It  consists  of  eighty-five  acres,  upon 
which  good  improvements  have  been  made,  in- 
cluding substantial  farm  buildings,  excellent 
fences  and  the  other  equipments  of  a modern  es- 
tate. The  land  is  devoted  to  general  farming 
purposes  and  brings  to  its  owner  a fair  profit  in  re- 
turn for  its  cultivation.  In  addition  to  this  place, 
he  is  the  owner  of  another  farm  comprising  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

In  Dover,  Del.,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1836,  being  a member  of  a family  dis- 
tinguished in  the  history  of  Delaware.  His 
brother,  Robert  J.  Reynolds,  was  at  one  time 
governor  of  Delaware,  and  his  father,  Robert 
W.,  was  also  a man  of  prominence  and  influence, 
being  register  of  wills  for  a number  of  years  and 
sheriff  of  Kent  County  for  several  terms.  The 
family  home  was  a beautiful  country  seat,  Golden 
Ridge,  situated  near  Willow  Grove,  eleven  miles 
from  Dover.  Born  in  Dover,  during  the  period  of 
his  father’s  service  as  sheriff,  our  subject, however, 
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spent  his  childhood  years  principally  at  the  coun- 
try home,  where  he  early  gained  a knowledge  of 
fanning  and  a love  for  the  occupation.  His  ed- 
ucation was  received  mainly  in  Dickinson  College, 
at  Carlisle,  Pa.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
began  to  teach  school,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  two  years  in  Nottoway  County,  Va. 

Returning  to  Delaware,  Mr.  Reynolds  engaged 
in  farming  there  until  1864,  when  he  sold  his 
place  and  purchased  the  property  in  Talbot  Coun- 
ty that  he  has  since  occupied.  Politically  he 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  is  not  active  in 
politics.  I11  1859  he  married  Julia,  daughter  of 
Dr.  James  N.  Sutton,  of  St.  George’s,  Del.  Five 
children  were  born  of  that  union,  namely:  Lola, 
James  N.,  Audley  E.,  Fannie  and  Julia.  Mrs. 
Julia  Reynolds  and  all  of  her  children  are  de- 
ceased. The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  with 
whom  he  was  united  in  1886,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Kate  Geoghegan  and  is  a lady  of  esti- 
mable character,  popular  in  the  best  circles  of  the 
district. 


HOMAS  H.  KIRWAN  is  the  proprietor  of 
a general  supply  store  at  Lakeville,  Dor- 
chester County.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
Democrat  and  has  served  the  people  of  this  com- 
munity in  the  capacity  of  constable  and  tax  col- 
lector. The  office  last  mentioned  he  still  holds, 
his  district  being  the  fifth.  For  years  he  has 
been  a worker  in  his  party,  and  is  quite  an  im- 
portant factor  in  its  local  success.  He  owns  con- 
siderable land  in  this  county  and  is  a thorough, 
practical  agriculturist. 

A native  of  this  district,  Mr.  Kirwan  was  born 
in  1849  to  Thomas  and  Mary  (Dean)  Kirwan. 
The  father  was  likewise  born  and  reared  in  this 
immediate  part  of  the  county,  and  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  has  been  a life-long  resident 
of  this  place,  and  is  now  passing  in  quietude  his 
declining  years  on  the  old  farm.  He  has  been 
given  more  than  the  allotted  years  of  man,  for  he 
is  now  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  He  has  been 
a very  active  member  of  the  Republican  party 


and  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept 
office.  His  father,  John  Kirwan,  was  of  English 
descent,  and  was  born,  grew  to  man’s  estate  and 
died,  after  a busy  and  useful  life  as  a farmer,  in 
this  district.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Dean,  who  fought  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  The  children  in  the  family  of 
Thomas  Kirwan  are:  Thomas  H.;  Fanny,  wife  of 
Edw'ard  Evans;  Martha,  wife  of  J.  L-  Wheatley; 
and  Benjamin  F.,  a merchant  at  Taylor’s  Point, 
this  county.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
1877.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Thomas  H.  Kirwan  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lake  district,  and  from  boyhood  was 
very  desirous  of  trying  the  life  of  a sailor.  How- 
ever, he  dutifully  refrained  from  following  out 
his  own  wishes  as  long  as  he  was  under  age,  in 
deference  to  his  parents’  opinion.  On  arriving 
at  his  majority  he  decided  to  resist  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  ocean  no  longer,  and  he  accordingly 
shipped  before  the  mast.  For  nearly  ten  years 
he  was  upon  the  sea,  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
having  charge  of  a vessel.  He  made  frequent 
trips  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Washington, 
and  other  points.  Then  for  a few  years  he  was 
interested  in  running  a sawmill  and  in  selling 
lumber.  He  now  owns  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty -five  acres  of  good  farm  land  here,  and 
also  has  an  interest  in  a tract  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  His  homestead  is  well  adapted 
for  the  raising  of  a general  line  of  cereals  and  the 
crops  commonly  grown  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  everything  about  the  place  gives  evidence  of 
the  supervision  that  is  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
proprietor.  In  1897  he  opened  his  store  at  Lake- 
ville, and  here  may  be  found  a good  stock  of 
groceries,  dry  goods,  etc. — in  short,  whatever  is 
usually  contained  in  a store  of  this  description. 

Mr.  Kirwan  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men,  being  past  sachem  of  the  same,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics, in  which  he  has  held  many  of  the  im- 
portant chairs,  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  local 
lodge.  In  1876  Mr.  Kirwan  married  Laura, 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  Adams,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Walter  Pattison  by  name.  The  family 
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formerty  were  regular  attendants  upon  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  still 
go  there  to  some  extent. 


ILEIAM  S.  MERRICK  is  a successful 
business  man  of  Trappe,  where  he  has  for 
a number  of  years  carried  on  a large  trade 
in  the  sale  of  drugs.  His  interests  are  of  a ver- 
satile character  and  are  by  no  means  limited  to 
the  management  of  his  store.  To  some  extent 
he  has  been  identified  with  agricultural  interests, 
owning  a farm  planted  mostly  to  wheat.  From 
1884  until  1896  he  served  continuously  as  journal 
clerk  of  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates,  and 
since  the  latter  year  he  has  been  journal  clerk  of 
the  Maryland  senate. 

In  the  district  of  Trappe,  near  the  village  of 
that  name,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
January  13,  1851.  He  is  a son  of  Judge  Samuel 
B.  Merrick,  a native  of  St.  Michael’s  district, 
Talbot  County,  who  spent  the  most  of  his  life  as 
a farmer,  but  from  1874  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  December,  1891,  was  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  lumber  business.  In  addition  to  this  he 
owned  and  operated  a number  of  coasting  vessels. 
Politically  a Democrat,  he  stood  high  in  the 
ranks  of  the  party  in  Talbot  County.  From  1872 
to  1876  he  was  president  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  and  for  eight  years  he  held  office 
as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
.seventy -five  years  of  age. 

The  first  marriage  of  Judge  Merrick  united 
him  with  Miss  Ann  J.  Seymour,  and  six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  two  of  these  dying 
in  infancy.  The  others  are  Drusilla,  wife  of 
Joseph  Barnes,  of  Trappe  district;  Ardilla,  who 
married  J.  J.  Valliant;  Samuel  K.,  a practicing 
physician  of  Baltimore;  and  William  S.  Judge 
Merrick’s  second  wife  was  Mary  J.  Barnes,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Henrietta  and  M. 
Barton.  The  Merrick  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
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on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  was  founded  by  Daniel 
Merrick,  the  settler,  during  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 

On  a farm  near  Trappe  the  boyhood  years  of 
our  subject’s  life  were  passed.  He  was  educated 
in  private  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Trappe, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  to  teach 
school,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  for  a 
time,  meanwhile  devoting  his  leisure  hours  to  the 
study  of  law  under  the  tutelage  of  Senator  Gib- 
son. His  next  venture  was  as  a merchant  in 
Trappe,  where  he  continued  from  1874  until 
1879.  In  1880  he  opened  a drug  store  at  his 
present  location,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  a 
successful  business,  and  at  the  same  time  is  the 
owner  of  freight  coasting  vessels,  which  handle  a 
large  grain  trade.  He  is  a man  of  energy, 
shrewd  judgment  and  untiring  industry,  and 
through  persevering  application  has  won  a suc- 
cess of  which  he  is  eminently  deserving.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  being  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  party  in  the  county.  For  ten  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Democratic  state  central 
committee  for  Talbot  County.  He  was  elected 
journal  clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  the 
session  of  1884  and  served  continuously  in  that 
office  without  opposition  from  his  own  party  until 
1896,  when  he  was  elected  journal  clerk  of  the. 
Maryland  senate,  which  position  he  still  holds. 


AMES  H.  CAURK.  The  entire  life  of  this 
gentleman  has  been  passed  in  Bay  Hundred 
district,  Talbot  County,  where,  after  the 
death  of  his  mother,  he  purchased  the  old  Hop- 
kins place  formerly  owned  by  her.  On  this 
eighty- acre  tract  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming, 
fruit-raising  and  the  oyster  business.  While  by 
trade  he  is  a carpenter  he  has  never  concentrated 
his  attention  upon  this  occupation,  but  has  used  it 
only  in  connection  with  his  work  upon  the  farm, 
preferring  to  devote  himself  rather  to  agriculture. 

The  first  member  of  the  Caulk  family  to  come  to 
America  was  John  Caulk,  a Scotchman,  who  had 
a grant  of  land  lying  between  the  Miles  River 
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and  Harris  Creek,  in  Talbot  County,  given  him 
by  Lord  Baltimore.  The  property  consisted  of 
about  three  hundred  acres  and  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  Caulk,  brother  of  our  subject.  James, 
son  of  John,  was  born  on  this  homestead  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  here  throughout  his  entire  life. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a valiant  defender 
of  American  interests  and  was  one  of  six  who 
guarded  Parrott’s  Point  at  the  time  it  was  fired 
upon  by  the  British. 

John  R.,  son  of  James  and  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  on  the  homestead,  and  upon  it  he 
spent  his  entire  life.  For  a short  time  he  followed 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  his  attention  was  prin- 
cipally given  to  farm  pursuits  and  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a grist  mill  situated  on  the  Miles  River. 
A man  of  excellent  judgment,  he  attained  pros- 
perity through  his  efficient  management  of  affairs. 
In  politics  he  was  a pronounced  Democrat.  He 
was  at  one  time  nominated  for  the  position  of 
county  commissioner,  but  refused  to  accept  the 
nomination.  In  religion  he  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  in 
1876,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Hopkins  and  was 
a daughter  of  James  Hopkins,  died  in  1865,  when 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  but  only  four  are  living:  James 
H.;  Joseph  O.,  a merchant  in  Baltimore;  Charles 
K.,  who  resides  upon  the  old  homestead;  and 
Lida,  who  makes  her  home  with  Charles. 

Near  his  present  place  of  residence  our  subject 
was  born  in  1844.  After  studying  for  some  years 
in  the  public  schools  here,  at  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  carpenter’s  trade.  On  his 
return  to  the  old  homestead,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  he  settled  down  here  to  farm 
work  and  carpentering,  but  in  1866  he  moved 
to  the  Hopkins  place,  owned  by  his  mother, 
and  after  her  death  he  purchased  the  property. 
In  politics  he  takes  an  interest  as  a strong  Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  never  sought  office  or  aimed  at 
leadership  in  his  community.  In  the  order  of 
Heptasophs  he  is  now  the  head  officer.  In  1871 
he  married  Anna  R.,  daughter  of  John  W.  Mc- 
Daniel, an  extensive  farmer  of  Bay  Hundred  dis- 


trict. They  have  two  children:  Imogen,  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  St.  Michael’s  schools;  and 
Walter  II . The  family  are  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
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DWARD  W.  GIBBONS,  one  of  the  enter- 
prising young  business  men  of  Cambridge, 
__  Dorchester  County,  was  born  in  Baltimore 
County,  December  30,  1859,  being  a son  of  Isaiah 
Gibbons,  who  was  likewise  a native  of  that 
county,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was 
an  iron-worker  and  was  an  honest,  industrious 
man,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  polit- 
ical faith  he  was  a Republican,  and  fraternally 
was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a Knight  of  Pythias. 
He  died  in  his  early  prime,  having  just  made  a 
good  start  in  his  business  career,  and  being  but 
thirtv-ohe  years  of  age.  His  wife,  whose  girl- 
hood name  was  Elizabeth  Ann  Young,  also  was 
summoned  to  her  reward  when  our  subject  was  a 
mere  child,  she  being  scarcely  thirtyr  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  death. 

One  of  six  brothers  and  sisters,  Edward  W. 
Gibbons  and  his  brother  John  S.  are  now  the  only 
survivors  of  the  family.  He  grew  up  in  Balti- 
more County  and  Howard  County,  Md.,  receiving 
a good  general  education  in  the  public  schools. 
I11  1880,  when  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  this  town,  Cambridge,  and  here 
learned  the  milling  business.  He  was  employed 
in  the  grist  mill  of  this  place  upwards  of  fourteen 
years,  and  became  thoroughly  conversant  with 
every  department  of  the  trade.  In  1897  he  de- 
cided to  branch  out  in  another  line  of  occupation, 
and  having  carefully  considered  the  matter  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  U.  D.  Hopkins, 
and  opened  a livery  and  sale  stable  here.  They 
are  doing  very  well,  and  the  business  is  rapidly 
increasing.  They  keep  a good  line  of  carriages 
and  horses,  and  are  very  courteous  and  obliging 
to  their  patrons. 

July  30,  1883,  Mr.  Gibbons  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  Robert  A.  Le  Compte,  of  this  place. 
She  is  a well-educated  lady,  of  pleasing  manners 
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and  fitted  to  grace  any  circle  of  life.  They  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  ever  ready  to 
extend  a helping  hand  to  the  poor  and  needy. 
Mr.  Gibbons  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias and  of  the  Golden  Chain,  in  both  of  which 
organizations  he  has  held  numerous  offices. 


EFRED  B.  TURPIN,  a worthy  representa- 
I I tive  of  an  old  and  respected  family  on  the 
/ l Eastern  Shore,  has  been  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  a great  many  years  and  has  been 
located  at  Kingston,  Somerset  County,  for  over 
three  decades.  During  this  period  he  has  man- 
aged a general  store  here  and  has  also  conducted 
his  fine  farm  adjoining  his  store,  which  contains 
one  hundred  acres,  all  in  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
also  another  farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres. 
He  has  been  actively  connected  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  was  twice  a candidate  for  the 
office  of  sheriff,  but  was  defeated,  and  served  effi- 
ciently for  two  terms  as  tax  collector. 

John  Turpin,  father  of  the  above,  was  a native 
of  Brinkley’s  district,  and  was  a farmer  and  also 
a merchant  at  old  Kingston  for  some  time.  In 
1843  he  removed  to  Baltimore  and  kept  a hotel 
on  Camden  street  for  several  years,  and  while 
actively  occupied  in  that  enterprise  he  was 
claimed  by  death,  being  but  forty-four  years  old. 
The  Turpin  family  is  an  old  one  in  Somerset 
County,  dating  back  a number  of  generations  to 
the  original  English  ancestor  who  settled  here. 
William  Turpin,  the  father  of  John  Turpin,  was  a 
hero  of  the  war  of  1812  and  was  a life-long  farmer 
in  this  county.  The  first  wife  of  John  Turpin 
was  a Miss  Susan  Bell  in  her  girlhood,  and  of  the 
five  children  born  to  them  only  two,  Alfred  B. 
and  Emily,  Mrs.  H.  Van  Ausdal,  of  Ohio,  re- 
main. The  second  wife  of  John  Turpin  was  Mrs. 
Martha  (Long)  Mitchell,  and  all  of  her  four  chil- 
dren are  deceased. 

A.  B.  Turpin  was  born  April  17,  1838,  in 
Brinkley’s  district,  but  his  boyhood  was  chiefly 
passed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  his  father 
was  the  proprietor  of  a hotel.  His  education  was 


3il 

obtained  in  the  excellent  public  schools  there  and 
when  he  was  in  his  eighteenth  year  he  returned 
to  this  locality,  and  began  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship to  a carriage-maker.  In  i860  he  bought 
out  Isaac  T.  Beauchamp  and  continued  in  the 
manufacture  of  carriages  until  after  the  war  had 
ceased.  Then  he  opened  a general  store  at 
Carroll’s  Corner  and  five  years  later  removed  to 
Crisfield.  There  he  built  one  of  the  first  houses 
put  up  in  the  place,  and  during  his  two  years’ 
stay  there  he  conducted  a general  store.  It  was 
in  1868  that  he  came  to  his  present  home  and 
cast  in  his  lot  with  our  citizens,  and  he  has  never 
seen  fit  to  regret  this  venture.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Heptasophs  and  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
Odd  Fellows’  lodge  here  since  it  was  organized. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Turpin  married  Aurelia, 
daughter  of  George  H.  J.  Beauchamp.  She  died 
in  1865,  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom  has 
since  died.  The  other  is  Cora  V.,  wife  of  E.  M. 
Brook.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Turpin  was 
with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  J.  Bell,  of  this 
county.  They  have  an  interesting  family  of  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  named  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth B.,  Susan  M.,  John  A.,  Thomas  W.  and 
Sidney  F.  The  family  are  Episcopalians,  and 
attend  St.  Mark’s  Church.  Mr.  Turpin  is  treas- 
urer of  the  congregation  and  has  also  served  in 
the  capacity  of  vestryman  for  several  years  past. 


HON.  JOHN  F.  DAWSON.  With  many  of 
the  leading  enterprises  of  Caroline  County 
the  name  of  Mr.  Dawson  is  indissolubly 
associated.  An  influential  factor  in  the  public 
life  of  this  section,  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve  in 
various  positions  of  high  honor.  Among  the  po- 
sitions he  has  held  are  those  of  school  commis- 
sioner, representative  and  state  senator,  all  of 
which  he  filled  in  a manner  indicative  of  high 
ability  and  great  energy.  His  landed  possessions 
aggregate  three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  he  superintends,  besides  acting  as  agent  in 
the  settlement  of  large  estates.  He  assisted  in 
the  organization  of the  Denton  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  first  directors. 
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Now  a resident  of  Greensborough,  Mr.  Dawson 
was  born  in  Centreville,  Md.,  Octobers,  1833, 
being  a son  of  Capt.  Thomas  C.  and  Ann 
(Course)-)  Dawson,  natives  respectively  of  Tal- 
bot and  Caroline  Counties.  He  is  the  sole  sur- 
vivor of  the  family  of  five  children.  His  father, 
who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  died  March 
10,  1840,  in  Dorchester  County,  when  John  F.  was 
less  than  seven  years  of  age.  The  grandfather, 
Nicholas  Dawson,  was  a native  of  Talbot  County, 
and  a farmer  by  occupation;  his  father,  Ralph 
Dawson,  was  a native  of  England,  and  thence 
emigrated  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolution, 
making  settlement  in  Maryland.  Captain  Daw- 
son spent  many  years  as  a mariner,  sailing  a vessel 
between  Centreville  and  Baltimore,  but  when  past 
middle  age  he  retired  from  the  bay,  and  after- 
ward gave  his  attention  to  farming,  until  his 
death,  at  sixty-three  years. 

About  a year  after  his  father’s  death,  our  sub- 
ject and  his  mother  came  to  Caroline  County. 
His  education  was  obtained  principally  in  the 
public  schools,  and  one  year  was  spent  by  him  in 
the  Centreville  Academy.  He  followed  teaching 
for  four  years,  and  afterward  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  champion  of  his  chosen 
party.  In  1866  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature, 
serving  in  the  session  of  1867.  From  1868  until 
1874  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  school  com- 
missioners. In  1873  he  was  re-elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, where  he  served  for  two  years.  In  1880  he 
was  appointed  school  commissioner,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  for  the  six  ensuing  years.  Elected 
to  the  state  senate  in  1889,  he  rendered  efficient 
service  in  behalf  of  his  constituents  during  his 
terms  of  office,  1890  to  1894.  O11  retiring  from 

the  senate  he  again  became  a school  commission- 
er. At  this  writing  he  is  a member  of  the  audit- 
ing committee  of  Caroline  County.  Few  Demo- 
crats of  his  locality  have  been  more  active  than 
he  in  the  management  of  party  affairs,  and  the 
numerous  victories  won  by  the  party  organiza- 
tions during  the  past  are  in  no  small  degree 
attributable  to  his  energy  and  judicious  manage- 
ment. 

In  1857  Mr.  Dawson  married  Sarah  J.  Delahay, 


who  was  born  in  Caroline  County,  and  died  here 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine.  She  was  a distant 
relative  of  the  late  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  of  New 
York.  A lady  of  excellent  education,  she  was 
associated  with  her  husband  in  teaching,  and  was 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Dawson  took  place 
in  1868,  at  which  time  he  married  Emma  Delahay, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife  and  a native  of  Caroline 
County.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons,  and  in  religious  views  finds  his  home  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HON.  JOHN  S.  SUDLER,  of  Fairniount  dis- 
trict, Somerset  County,  has  always  been  an 
important  factor  in  local  Democratic  politics. 
He  was  a member,  of  the  Maryland  house  of  dele- 
gates in  the  session  of  1858,  and  again  in  1874. 
He  was  appointed  state  fish  commissioner  by 
Governor  Frank  Brown  and  served  most  credit- 
ably as  such  for  two  terms.  Moreover,  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  county  Democratic  central 
committee,  and  in  every  honorable  way  has 
sought  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  party. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  of  the  third  gen- 
eration who  have  been  sheltered  within  the  walls 
of  the  substantial  and  beautiful  house  located  on 
the  old  family  estate  in  Fairniount  district.  This 
tract  of  land  was  a grant  from  Lord  Baltimore. 
The  structure  was  built  over  one  hundred  years 
ago  from  material  shipped  here  on  slow  sailing- 
vessels  from  England,  and  many  a sorrowful  and 
happy  event  have  its  venerable  walls  witnessed 
in  the  intervening  years.  From  time  to  time 
necessary  improvements  have  been  made  upon  it, 
but  the  original  design  is  still  unimpaired  and  it 
stands  as  a worthy  example  of  the  style  and  taste 
of  the  last  century.  The  Sudler  family  is  of 
English  extraction  and  members  of  it  have  been 
connected  with  the  history  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Md,,  since  its  first  settlement.  The 
town  of  Sudlersville  was  named  in  their  honor 
and  from  that  vicinity  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  Sudler,  came  to  this  county  in  his 
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youth.  He  married  Miss  Nellie  Waters,  of  the 
historical  Waters  family,  and  continued  to  dwell 
here  during  the  remainder  of  his  busy  and  pros- 
perous life.  Of  his  children,  William  married 
and  left  children  in  this  county;  Thomas  and 
Eleanor  F.  died  unmarried;  and  Tubman  was  the 
father  of  John  S.,  of  this  sketch. 

The  birth  of  Tubman  Sudler  took  place  upon 
the  farm  now  owned  by  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write,  and  here  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  long  as  he  lived.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Stewart,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Stewart,  of  Mano- 
kin,  and  their  family  consisted  of  Sarah,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Sudler;  Elizabeth, 
who  is  deceased;  John  S. ; James  E.,  of  this 
county;  and  Thomas,  who  died  while  young. 

John  S.  Sudler  was  born  June  24,  1827,  in  the 
old  home  wherein  he  has  always  dwelt.  He  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  and  turned  his  energies 
to  farming  when  he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age. 
After  his  marriage  he  undertook  the  management 
of  the  farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  and  has  kept 
it  under  good  cultivation  ever  since.  He  was 
married  November  27,  1861,  to  Susan  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Ballard)  Thompson, 
of  Dorchester  County.  Mrs,  Sudler  is  also  a de- 
scendant of  the  Waters  family.  They  are  identi- 
fied with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  enjoy  the 
esteem  of  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 
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INLEY  ROBERTS,  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
a prominent  resident  of  Centreville,  was 
born  near  the  village  of  Sudlersville,  in  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  county,  March  10,  1850.  His 
father,  Lemuel,  also  a native  of  the  county,  was 
born  in  1803,  and  spent  his  early  life  as  a mer- 
chant at  Sudlersville,  later  engaging  in  agricult- 
ure and  milling.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  his  day,  and  represented  his  district  in 
the  legislature  for  six  or  eight  terms  at  different 
periods.  After  having  served  for  two  years  as 
register  of  wills  for  the  county,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Thomas  for  a second  term  of  two 


years.  From  1847  to  1850  he  served  as  com- 
missioner of  public  works  for  the  state.  During 
his  long  public  career  his  ability  and  integrity 
won  for  him  a high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, and  the  closing  of  his  active  work 
by  death  brought  sincere  regret  to  very  many. 
He  died  in  October,  1869,  when  in  his  sixty- 
seventh  year.  He  was  the  only  child  of  Benja- 
min Roberts,  and  was  born  after  his  father’s 
death. 

In  the  family  records  is  an  account  of  the  pur- 
chase by  Benjamin  Roberts,  November  12,  1791, 
from  Martha  and  Rebecca  Hughes,  for  one  thou- 
sand pounds  gold  and  silver  money  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, “all  that  certain  tract  of  land  called  Con- 
don Renowned,  extended  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chester  River  above  Red  Lyon  Branch,  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Maryland.’’  Three  years  later 
we  find  that  he  entered  a tract  of  land  in  the 
Eastern  Shore  land  office  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County  and  called  it  “Roberts’  Land  Renowned.’’ 
This  patent  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Finley  Roberts, 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  as  is  also  the  deed  from 
Martha  and  Rebecca  Hughes  for  the  tract  pur- 
chased from  them. 

Maria  Scott,  the  wife  of  Lemuel  Roberts  and 
the  mother  of  Finley  Roberts,  was  a native  of  the 
Western  Shore,  and  was  an  only  child.  She 
died  when  her  son  Finley  was  ten  years  of  age, 
leaving  four  sons:  W.  Scott;  Benjamin  G. , who 
wras  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  and  cap- 
tain of  a company  raised  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  but  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  and 
died  as  the  result  of  his  wounds;  Lemuel,  who 
graduated  from  the  Maryland  Agricultural  Col- 
ledge,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  when  only 
twenty  years  of  age;  and  Finley,  the  subject  of 
the  present  notice. 

The  latter  spent  his  early  life  on  the  old  estate, 
receiving  his  rudimentary  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Later  he  went  to  West  Nottingham 
Academy,  where  he  completed  his  education. 
Choosing  the  life  of  a fanner,  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  remained  until  Septem- 
ber, 1888,  when  he  was  appointed  register  of 
wills  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Thomas  A.  Bryan.  He  was  elected  to  the  same 
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office  in  1889  and  again  in  1895,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  its  incumbent.  He  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life,  but  enjoys  the  good-will  of 
both  parties. 

December  2,  1S75,  Mr.  Roberts  married  Miss 
Arra  Price,  daughter  of  James  Price,  of  Cecil 
County,  Md. , a member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  that  county.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  namely:  Lemuel,  now  at- 
tending school  in  New  York  City;  and  Ella, 
Austin,  Hilda  and  Scott,  at  home.  Mr.  Roberts 
lives  in  Centreville,  but  still  carries  on  his  farm, 
finding  its  management  both  profitable  and 
pleasant. 


ILLIAM  ARMSTRONG,  deceased.  The 
life  of  this  gentleman  was  closely  identified 
with  the  history  of  Galena  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death.  When  a youth  of  eighteen 
years  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
this  village,  and  for  several  years  was  success- 
fully engaged  its  management,  but  the  death  of 
his  father  left  him  in  possession  of  a valuable 
property.  A keen,  capable  business  man,  honest 
in  every  transaction,  he  accumulated  a fortune 
and  at  his  death  left  a large  estate. 

A native  of  Kent  County,  our  subject  was  a son 
of  William  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in  Newark, 
Del.,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  for  many 
years  carried  on  a farm  and  store  in  Galena. 
He  was  a strict,  conscientious  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  an 
elder.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was  very 
old.  He  married  Sarah  Medford,  a native  of 
Kent  County  and,  like  himself,  a devout  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  was  a successful  business  man,  and 
in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs  exhibited  the  energy  of 
purpose  and  firmness  of  character  that  almost  in- 
variably bring  success.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Araminta  Johnson,  of  Kent 
County.  She  died  when  quite  young  and  her 
five  children  are  also  deceased,  namely:  W. 

Josiah,  who  died  in  infancy;  John  M.,  Sarah 
Adelia,  Araminta  and  William.  The  last-named 


married  Miss  Emily  T.  Miller  and  at  his  death 
left  a daughter,  Ida,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Allison 
Palmer  Prettyman,  of  Cecil  County,  Md.,  and  the 
mother  of  a son,  Raymond  Allison  Armstrong. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Armstrong  united 
him  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Wr.  Johnson,  a sis- 
ter of  his  first  wife,  and  an  estimable  lady,  whose 
affections  were  concentrated  upon  her  husband 
and  children.  She  was  a sincere  Christian  and 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Her  death  occurred  when  she  was  about  fifty 
years  of  age.  Her  family  consisted  of  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Elizabeth  Ann  W.  is  de- 
ceased, and  A.  Louisa  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. The  latter  is  the  sole  surviving  repre- 
sentative of  the  family.  She  is  a lady  of  refine- 
ment and  also  possesses  much  business  ability', 
being  able  to  personally  and  successfully  conduct 
the  management  of  her  four  large  farms  in  Kent 
County.  In  religious  belief  she  is  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Upon  the  death  of  her 
father,  which  occurred  when  he  was  seventy 
years  of  age,  she  inherited  the  valuable  posses- 
sions that  she  still  holds,  as  well  as  the  old  home- 
stead in  Galena  where  she  resides. 


V 7 B.  NICHOLS.  To  a student  of  human 

Y nature  there  is  nothing  of  greater  interest 
(9  than  to  examine  into  the  life  of  a self-made 

man  and  analyze  the  principles  by  which  he  has 
been  governed,  the  methods  he  has  pursued,  to 
know  what  means  he  has  employed  for  advance- 
ment and  to  study  the  plans  which  have  given 
him  prominence,  enabling  him  to  pass  on  the 
highway  of  life  many  who  had  a more  advan- 
tageous start.  In  the  history  of  Mr.  Nichols 
there  is  food  for  deep  thought,  and  if  one  so  de- 
sires he  may  profit  by  the  obvious  lessons  therein 
contained. 

He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1854,  a son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Nichols, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  and  continued  to  make  their  home 
there  until  after  the  birth  of  three  of  their  chil- 
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dren.  The  father  was  born  in  1823,  received  a 
moderate  education,  and  became  quite  well-to-do. 
In  1852  he  brought  his  family  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  Baltimore,  where  for  two  years  he  worked 
in  a lumber  yard.  The  following  year  was  passed 
in  Caroline  County,  and  in  1856  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Talbot  County  upon  his  present 
homestead,  which  comprises  seven  acres  of  valu- 
able land  within  the  corporation  limits  of  Easton. 
He  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success  in  his 
business  ventures  and  has  won  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a Catholic,  to  which 
church  his  family  also  belong.  He  had  five 
children,  of  whom  William  E.,  the  third  son, 
went  to  Birmingham,  Ala.,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  and  died  after  his  return  to  Maryland  in 
July,  1893.  Mary,  the  only  daughter  and  young- 
est child,  died  March  30,  1895.  Thomas  C.  and 
Henry  A.  are  successfully  engaged  in  business  in 
Easton  under  the  firm  style  of  Nichols  & Brother. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Easton,  and  in  its  public 
schools  he  acquired  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  laid  aside  his  text  books  and  began 
life  for  himself  as  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  and 
grocery  store  of  J.  J.  Jump  & Co. , at  $100  per  year 
and  board  himself.  He  remained  with  that  firm 
until  its  removal  from  the  Odd  Fellows’  hall  to 
the  Groom  building  in  October,  1876,  when  he 
embarked  in  business  at  the  old  store  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Jarrell,  Nichols  & Cox,  his  cash 
capital  at  the  time  being  only  $300.  Thirty- 
two  hundred  dollars  of  the  forty-five  hundred 
with  which  they  began  business  were  borrowed, 
but  they  successfully  carried  on  operations  until 
1885,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Messrs. 
Jarrell  and  Nichols  selling  their  interests.  Each 
had  about  $4,000,  which  they  decided  to  invest 
in  the  store  of  Thompson  & Kursey,  whose  stock 
was  valued  at  $24,000.  Soon  afterward  Mr. 
Nichols’  partner  was  taken  ill  and  wanted  to  give 
up  the  business,  forfeiting  $1,000,  but  this  our 
subject  would  not  agree  to.  Prosperity,  however, 
soon  crowned  their  efforts,  and  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1893,  Mr.  Nichols  purchased  Mr.  Jarrell’s 
interest  in  the  business  for  $14,000.  He  now  has 


one  of  the  largest  mercantile  establishments 
south  of  Wilmington,  and  is  doing  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business.  Besides  his  valuable 
property,  including  his  store,  he  has  three  fine 
farms:  one  five  miles  from  Easton,  valued  at  $10,- 
000;  one  a mile  and  a-half,  valued  at  $3,000; 
and  the  third  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Easton, 
valued  at  $7,000. 

In  1878  Mr.  Nichols  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Kate  F.,  daughter  of  William  D.  Rob- 
erts, a prominent  architect  and  builder,  who  at 
one  time  was  judge  of  the  orphans’  court.  The 
only  child  born  of  this  union  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year.  A warm  friend  of  our  public  school 
system,  Mr.  Nichols  was  for  six  years  a most 
efficient  member  of  the  school  board,  with  two 
more  years  to  serve,  and  while  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  same  was  instrumental  in  securing 
the  erection  of  a fine  new  school  building,  and 
made  many  other  useful  and  valuable  improve- 
ments in  the  school  property.  His  political  sup- 
port is  always  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Democratic  party.  In  advancing  his  own 
welfare  he  has  never  overlooked  the  interests  of 
others,  and  has  contributed  liberally  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  public  good.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  Telephone  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  origi- 
nal three  persons  who  comprised  the  investing 
committee  of  the  Talbot  County  Savings  Bank, 
and  is  now  the  only  one  of  the  three  still  occupy- 
ing that  position.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  by 
the  county  commissioners  to  act  as  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Talbot  County  Almshouse,  and 
while  serving  in  that  capacity  he  was  instrumental 
in  getting  many  desirable  changes  and  improve- 
ments inaugurated.  The  building  was  remodeled, 
furnace  and  bath  rooms  put  in,  and  a dining  room 
for  the  white,  and  one  for  the  colored  inmates 
arranged.  In  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  a 
number  of  lady  trustees  were  appointed,  their 
special  duties  to  be  providing  good  reading  mat- 
ter for  the  inmates  and  attending  to  the  beautify- 
ing of  the  grounds  with  flowers  and  shrubbery; 
in  short,  to  give  some  of  the  attractiveness  of  a 
home  to  those  who  are  dependent  upon  the  public 
for  support  by  reason  of  poverty,  old  age  or  ill- 
ness. Before  he  had  completed  his  work,  our 
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subject  was  appointed  school  commissioner,  and 
was  necessarily  compelled  to  resign  his  former 
position.  By  his  honorable,  straightforward  con- 
duct, he  has  gained  an  excellent  and  enviable 
reputation  in  the  business  world,  and  is  equally 
popular  in  social  life. 


OHN  DAILY.  For  many  years  this  gentle- 
man bore  a prominent  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  agricultural  resources  of  Caro- 
line County,  where  he  owned  a fertile  and  highly 
cultivated  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
acres.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  several  farms 
in  Queen  Anne’s  and  adjoining  counties  and  the 
state  of  Delaware,  and  at  his  death  left  a large 
estate.  His  fine  farm  near  Dover,  Del.,  was 
called  Cassonia.  His  success  speaks  volumes  for 
his  industry  and  unceasing  application,  behaving 
commenced  for  himself  without  any  capital. 
When  he  passed  away,  February  21,  1888,  he 
left  many  frends  to  mourn  his  death. 

Kent  County,  Del.,  was  the  native  place  of 
Mr.  Daily,  and  February  19,  1825,  the  date  of 
his  birth.  When  a young  boy  he  came  to  Queen 
Anne’s  County  with  John  M.  Downes,  with  whom 
he  remained  the  greater  part  of  the  ensuing  years 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  meantime  gaining  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  returned  to  Dela- 
ware, where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a farm, 
but  after  three  years  he  returned  to  his  former 
employer,  and  continued  to  reside  with  him  until 
he  established  a home  of  his  own.  January  21, 
1851,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Nickerson,  an 
estimable  lady,  in  every  way  worthy  to  be  his 
companion  in  life.  After  his  marriage  he  resided 
in  Templeville  for  a year,  after  which  he  moved 
to  the  farm  he  had  previously  purchased,  a tract 
of  ninety  acres  lying  in  Caroline  County,  a short 
distance  from  Templeville.  Here  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  called  from  earth. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daily,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  were  named  as  follows:  Charles  E. ; 


Joseph  S.;  Annie  E.,  deceased;  John  T. ; Enos, 
who  died  at  eighteen  years;  Mary,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Mary  L.,  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years;  and  Harry  S.,  who  occupies 
the  old  homestead.  After  Mr.  Daily’s  death  his 
wife  was  married  to  Samuel  H.  Fluharty,  and 
she  now  resides  in  the  first  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County. 

Interested  in  the  schools,  Mr.  Daily  for  many 
years  rendered  efficient  service  as  school  director. 
In  politics  he  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  county  assessor.  Elected 
commissioner  of  Caroline  County  in  1878,  he 
served  in  that  position  until  his  death.  From 
the  establishment  of  the  Denton  National  Bank 
until  his  death,  he  held  office  as  one  of  its  direct- 
ors. The  success  that  he  gained  proved  that  he 
was  a man  of  excellent  business  ability;  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  honest  in  every  transaction, 
and  thereby  held  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
business  transactions  brought  him  into  contact. 
His  was  a useful,  honorable  life,  and  his  memory 
is  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him. 


OHN  C.  HACKETT,  an  enterprising  and 
progresssive  citizen  of  Sudlersville,  now  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business,  was  born  near 
that  place  on  the  1st  of  September,  1833,  and 
was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  upon  the  home 
farm.  His  parents  were  Gunning  Bedford  and 
Sarah  (Cacy)  Hackett.  On  leaving  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  our  subject 
went  to  Kent  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  some  time  and  then  returned  to  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  here  until  his  removal  to  Sudlersville 
in  1885.  He  has  since  engaged  in  buying  and 
selling  grain  of  all  kinds,  which  is  proving  quite 
a profitable  business. 

As  a companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  jour- 
ney Mr.  Hackett  chose  Mrs.  M.  Ceplielia  Cacy, 
and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  September  1 1, 
1856.  The  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows: 
John  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
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cine;  Annie  C.,  Blanche,  Maria  W.  and  Sam- 
uel W.,  who  is  connected  with  the  West  Shore 
Railroad.  Mrs.  Hackett  died  in  1885. 

During  his  youth  Mr.  Hackett  attended  the 
public  school  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Millington  Academy.  By  subsequent  reading 
and  study  he  has  become  a well-informed  man, 
and  his  fellow-citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  fill  several  offi- 
cial positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In  politics  he 
is  a pronounced  Democrat,  and  on  that  ticket 
was  elected,  in  1873,  county  commissioner  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and  for  ten  years  he  has  also 
creditably  served  as  magistrate.  Fraternally  he 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  the  systematic  and  honorable  business  meth- 
ods he  has  followed  have  won  him  the  support 
and  confidence  of  many. 


JORGE  R.  REED  was  a leading  citizen  of 
Kent  County  and  a witness  of  many  decades 
of  her  advancing  civilization  and  progress. 
No  one  in  this  portion  of  the  county  was  better 
known  or  more  favorably  esteemed  than  he,  and 
we  take  special  pleasure  in  giving  this  sincere 
tribute  to  his  worth.  His  life  was  above  re- 
proach, and  his  uprightness  of  character,  sterling 
integrity  and  justice  won  the  approval  of  his 
associates  and  neighbors. 

Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  the  third  district  nearly 
eighty  years  ago,  December  6,  1818.  He  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Reed,  who  came  from  Cecil  County, 
Md.,  to  Kent  when  a young  man  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  this  locality.  He  was  a car- 
penter and  builder  and  a good  business  man. 
His  wife  was  the  widow  of  Robert  Ashley  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage,  and  was  Miss  Hosanna 
Usilton  in  her  girlhood.  Of  their  children  but 
three  grew  to  maturity,  Mary,  Joseph  and 
George  R.,  all  now  deceased.  The  father  died 
when  our  subject  was  a small  child,  and  his  mother 
was  summoned  to  her  reward  in  1826. 

The  first  fifteen  years  in  the  life  of  our  subject 
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were  spent  in  this  county,  and  then  going  to 
Wilmington,  Del.,  he  began  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  bricklayer’s  trade,  serving  for  five  years,  six 
months  and  seventeen  days.  For  the  seven  years 
that  followed  he  worked  at  his  calling  in  various 
parts  of  the  south,  and  at  length,  in  1846,  came 
back  to  this  county.  Later  he  bought  the 
Robert  Usilton  farm  and  made  this  his  home 
afterward.  As  time  passed  he  added  to  his 
original  purchase  of  land  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  one  thousand  acres.  He  carried  on 
general  farming,  raising  the  usual  line  of  crops 
grown  in  this  region.  His  death  occurred  August 
29,  1897. 

It  was  in  the  year  1847  that  the  fortunes  of 
Mr.  Reed  and  his  faithful  wife  were  united  by 
marriage.  She  was  formerly  Frances  Philena 
Usilton , daughter  of  Francis  and  Hannah  Rebecca 
(Lamb)  Usilton,  old  and  honored  pioneers  of 
Kent  County.  Manly  sons  and  winning  daugh- 
ters came  to  bless  the  peaceful,  happy  home  of 
our  subject  and  wife,  and  one  by  one,  as  they 
grew  up,  they  left  the  old  farm  and  went  forth  to 
make  homes  of  their  own.  They  were  as  follows: 
Samuel  Amos,  of  Maryland;  Joseph  Benjamin, 
of  Wilmington,  Del.;  George  Robert,  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. ; Hosanna  Rebecca  Jones  and  Fannie 
Janetta  Jones,  of  Maryland;  Kate  Gale  Wenzell, 
of  Melrose,  Mass.;  and  Sidney  Usilton  Younger, 
of  this  state.  The  family  have  long  been  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  take 
genuine  interest  in  all  religious  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  They  are  noted  for  warm-hearted 
hospitality,  and  their  home  has  always  been  a 
place  where  young  and  old  delight  to  go,  for 
they  feel  assured  of  an  earnest  welcome. 


APT.  COLUMBUS  A.  LEARY.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a descendant  of  a very  old 
American  family,  is  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  Kent  County.  He  is  a native  of  Galena, 
in  the  first  district,  and  was  born  December  6, 
1833.  The  Learys  of  this  branch  have  been 
American  citizens  since  early  in  the  eighteenth 
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century,  the  first  of  that  name  of  whom  we  have 
any  record  in  this  country  being  James  Leary, 
who  probably  came  from  Ireland.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a vessel,  and  about  1730  was  captured 
by  the  French  during  the  French  war,  and  died 
in  prison.  He  married  a Miss  Owens.  A son  of 
this  couple,  Joseph  Leary,  was  born  in  Delaware, 
and  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  most  of 
the  time  being  engaged  on  the  Delaware  marshes. 
After  the  war  he  came  to  Kent  County  and  mar- 
ried a Miss  Redgrave,  daughter  of  Abraham  Red- 
grave. On  returning  to  civil  life  he  took  up  the 
profession  of  school-teaching.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1821,  he  was  sixty-one  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  1760. 

George  Leary,  son  of  Joseph  and  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  present  notice,  was  born  in  1806, 
at  Georgetown,  this  county.  He  was  a lad  of 
eight  when  occurred  the  memorable  burning  of 
the  city  of  his  birth  in  the  war  of  1812-14,  the 
place  being  set  on  fire  by  the  British.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  place  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship as  a ship  joiner  at  Baltimore.  On  return- 
ing to  this  county  he  married  Miss  Mary  Simms, 
a native  of  Kent  County,  who  was  born  in 
1808,  a daughter  of  William  Simms,  a native  also 
of  Kent  County,  who  served  in  the  militia.  Mrs. 
Mary  Leary  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  and  her  husband  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  Columbus  A. 
was  the  eldest.  After  him  came  Joseph,  who  died 
at  about  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years;  George  E., 
a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Henry,  who  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  vessels 
of  the  quartermaster’s  fleet  during  the  late  war, 
and  who  afterwards  was  the  owner  of  several 
small  vessels  and  tow-boats  in  Baltimore,  where 
his  death  occurred;  Isaac,  a farmer  of  this  county; 
Susan,  who  married  James  Rolison;  Christiana, 
wife  of  John  Blackstone,  of  this  district;  James,  a 
resident  of  this  county;  and  Oregon,  a farmer,  also 
residing  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolison 
are  both  deceased.  They  left  one  daughter,  Eliz- 
abeth, who  married  Ralph  Taylor,  of  Sparrow’s 
Point. 

George  Leary  after  his  marriage  carried  on  a 


cabinet-making  and  undertaking  business  in 
Edesville,  this  district,  from  about  1840  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  October  13, 
1883.  He  was  well  known  for  a great  many 
years  as  a local  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  He 
was  a regularly  ordained  minister  of  that  denomi- 
nation, although  he  held  no  regular  charge, 
preaching  in  different  churches  throughout  the 
county.  His  services  were  in  great  demand  at 
baptisms  and  weddings,  and  in  all  church  work 
he  took  a very  active  part. 

Until  1850  Columbus  A.  Leary  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  at  home.  About  that  time  he  shipped 
on  the  vessel  Silas  Richards,  running  from 
Baltimore  to  San  Francisco,  which  arrived  at  its 
destination  seven  months  later.  While  still  in 
port,  during  a fire  in  the  city,  the  captain  of 
the  Silas  Richards  was  burned  to  death,  while 
trying  to  save  some  property,  and  for  the  return 
trip  Mr.  Leary  was  made  third  mate.  On  a 
subsequent  occasion  he  shipped  from  San  Fran- 
cisco on  a vessel  bound  on  a trading  expedition 
to  Puget  Sound.  On  the  return  voyage  the  cap- 
tain was  lost  overboard,  and  this  time  Mr.  Leary 
acted  as  master  of  the  ship  on  its  return  to  San 
Francisco  and  brought  his  vessel  safely  into  har- 
bor. Though  only  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the 
time,  his  bravery  and  courage  brought  him 
recognition,  and  he  was  made  master  of  the 
vessel,  The  Franklin,  permanently  and  sailed 
it  for  two  or  three  years.  Later  he  sailed  the 
bark  Russell  to  the  northwest  coast,  and  then 
hired  as  chief  officer  on  the  Viking  for  a 
trip  around  the  world,  which  lasted  through 
1855  and  1856.  Subsequently  he  sailed  on  the 
Martin  Luther  for  a time,  and  on  his  return 
home  purchased  a small  vessel,  the  Elite,  and 
commanded  the  same  until  1861,  a period  of  four 
years.  The  vessel  made  trips  to  Cuba  and  South 
American  ports,  Mr.  Leary  owning  as  a rule 
about  one-third  of  the  cargo;  but  in  the  last  men- 
tioned year  it  was  lost  on  Teba  Island,  on  the 
coast  of  Georgia,  together  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  cargo.  After  this  unfortunate  venture 
Mr.  Leary  purchased  a property  near  Rock  Hall 
and  opened  up  a general  store,  which  he  operated 
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very  successfully  for  several  years.  About  1889 
he  sold  the  store  and  has  since  made  his  home  on 
a farm  that  he  had  bought  several  years  before. 

In  October,  1858,  Mr.  Leary  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  Vickers,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Maria  Vickers,  of  this  district,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage has  been  born  one  child,  a daughter,  still 
at  home.  The  homestead  consists  of  about  four 
hundred  acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  besides 
which  Mr.  Leary  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
other  property  throughout  the  county,  having 
been  quite  successful  in  his  business  career.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  but  has  nevertheless 
enjoyed  the  esteem  of  both  parties,  as  his  election 
to  the  office  of  trustee  of  the  poor  and  president  of 
the  county  board  will  testify.  In  school  matters 
he  takes  an  active  interest. 

Mr.  Leary’s  wide  and  varied  experience  in  life 
and  his  extensive  travels  make  his  conversation 
well  worth  listening  to,  and  few  men  have  traveled 
more  than  he.  In  the  early  days  when  he  made 
his  trips  to  California,  the  voyages  took  him 
round  Cape  Horn,  thus  making  him  familiar  with 
most  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Besides  this 
he  has  traveled  through  Spain  and  Italy  and  has 
traversed  the  northern  coast  of  Africa,  a journey 
which  he  made  some  three  years  ago.  Intelli- 
gent and  keen  of  observation,  he  has  picked  up 
much  interesting  information  in  his  various 
voyages,  and  having  the  happy  faculty  of  telling 
things  in  an  interesting  manner,  his  conversation 
is  both  entertaining  and  instructive. 


EHARLES  S.  SMITH.  Among  the  most 
enterprising,  progressive  merchants  of  Ches- 
tertown  ranks  the  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  review.  His  financial 
forethought,  fine  executive  ability  and  general 
common  sense  in  commercial  ventures  make  him 
the  admiration  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  His 
enviable  reputation  for  fairness,  integrity  and 
just  dealing  is  one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud, 
and  few  are  worthier  the  respect  of  all  than  he. 
In  everything  which  relates  to  the  development 


of  new  industries,  improvements  in  our  city  sys- 
tem and  management  or  progress,  in  whatever 
form  it  assumes,  he  is  active  and  prominent  from 
the  moment  of  the  proposition  of  the  idea. 

A son  of  S.  Frank  Smith,  our  subject  was  born 
in  Chestertown,  May  27,  i860,  and  was  reared 
in  that  place.  His  education  was  such  as  the 
public  schools  offered,  and  though  he  was  not 
privileged  to  enjoy  university  life,  he  is  fully 
abreast  of  his  associates  in  practical  knowledge 
and  on  all  the  current  events  of  the  day.  By 
private  study  and  systematic  reading  he  has  be- 
come master  of  a world  of  realities  that  do  not 
often  come  beneath  the  notice  of  the  exclusively 
literary  student  in  our  colleges.  His  parents 
were  S.  Franklin  and  Mary  E.  Smith,  natives  of 
Kent  County.  They  have  been  residents  of  this 
place  during  their  entire  lives,  and  are  a repre- 
sentative old  family.  (For  a full  sketch  of  them 
and  their  ancestry  see  that  of  S.  Franklin  Smith, 
elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

C.  S.  Smith  is  one  of  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  six  only  survive.  From  boyhood  he 
seemed  to  have  a natural  fitness  for  trade,  and 
was  quite  young  when  he  earned  his  first  dollar. 
After  being  emploj^ed  by  local  merchants  to  some 
extent  for  a few  years  after  leaving  school,  he 
started  in  the  business  of  steamboating  on  the 
Chesapeake,  and  eventually  lost  all  his  savings. 
Nothing  discouraged,  the  plucky  young  man  en- 
tered the  mercantile  field  in  1888,  his  store  being 
located  under  the  Voshell  House.  He  had  but 
$200  with  which  to  start  business,  but  so  well  did 
he  succeed  that  when  two  years  had  elapsed  he 
bought  a fifty-foot  frontage  store  building.  Since 
then  he  has  enlarged  the  same  to  its  present 
dimensions,  50x100  feet.  The  store  is  conducted 
on  the  department  plan  and  commands  a large 
patronage.  Mr,  Smith  is  a director  in  the  Kent 
County  Savings  Bank,  and  is  usually  found  on 
the  side  of  infant  industries,  encouraging  them 
with  both  means  and  influence. 

It  was  in  1888  that  our  subject  was  married  in 
Baltimore  to  Miss  Emma  N.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  E.  Orem,  well-known  people  of  that 
city.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  the  young 
couple,  viz,;  Mary  E.,  Ida  Orem,.  Charles 
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Franklin  and  Lurene.  The  parents  are  quite 
active  workers  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  Mr.  Smith  has  served  on  its  board 
of  officers.  In  his  political  relations  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 


HOMAS  R.  EMORY  is  a citizen  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Md.,  his  beautiful  homestead,  Fairview,  be- 
ing nicely  situated  in  the  third  district.  He  is 
one  of  the  native  sons  of  this  county,  his  birth 
having  taken  place  in  Centreville,  on  the  Chester 
River,  December  21,  1837.  His  father,  William, 
and  his  grandfather,  Robert  Emory,  were  also 
born  on  this  same  farm,  and  the  family  have  long 
been  identified  with  the  upbuilding  and  advancing 
of  civilization  in  this  portion  of  Maryland.  The 
founder  of  the  family  in  America  came  here  from 
England  at  a remote  date,  during  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  colony,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  his  descendants  have  been  remembered  in 
the  annals  of  the  county  and  state. 

William  Emory,  alluded  to  previously,  was  a 
very  successful  business  man,  but  did  not  make 
that  his  main  object  in  life.  He  was  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  a 
brother  of  Bishop  Emory,  who  won  distinction  for 
his  great  ability  as  an  executive  officer  in  the  de- 
nomination, and  whose  life  was  an  exemplary  one 
in  every  respect.  William  Emory  was  summoned 
to  his  reward  in  i860,  at  the  close  of  a most  noble 
Christian  career.  He  was  three  times  married 
and  was  the  father  of  eight  children  by  these  al- 
liances. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a Miss 
Elizabeth  Ruth.  Her  father,  Robert  Ruth,  was 
a hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  while  his  brother  fought 
for  the  liberty  of  the  colonies  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  children  of  William  Emory  are 
named,  as  follows:  Rebecca,  wife  of  Benjamin 

Perkins,  of  Kent  County;  Robert,  of  Kent  Coun- 
ty; John,  a resident  of  this  district;  Thomas  R.; 
Frank  A.,  whose  home  is  in  this  community;  Ad- 
dison, of  Centreville;  and  Stewart  Orr  and  Will- 
iam, both  deceased. 


Having  finished  his  elementary  education  in 
the  district  schools,  Thomas  R.  Emory  entered 
Dickinson  College,  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  pursued 
a two  years’  course.  He  then  returned  home  and 
resumed  agricultural  work,  lending  his  assistance 
to  his  father  for  several  years.  It  wras  in  1863 
that  he  bought  his  fine  property,  Fairview,  which 
has  about  three  hundred  and  twelve  acres  within 
its  boundaries.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
raising  the  crops  common  to  this  section,  and 
usually  reaps  good  financial  returns  in  reward 
for  his  time  and  labor.  In  matters  of  political 
bearing  he  is  quite  independent,  using  his  ballot 
as  he  thinks  best  under  the  circumstances. 

In  February,  1862,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Emory  and  Miss  Fanny,  daughter  of  Henry 
Annels  Wright, ofWild  Cat, Queen  Anne’s  County. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Thomas, 

Lottie,  Mary,  Howard,  Florence,  Nellie;  and 
Fanny  and  Rose,  deceased.  Thomas  is  a flourish- 
ing farmer  of  this  neighborhood;  Lottie  is  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Beck,  of  Kent  County,  and  the 
others  are  living  with  their  parents.  They  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  are  active 
in  all  benevolent  enterprises. 


OHN  E.  GEORGE.  Prominent  among  the 
energetic,  far-seeing  and  successful  business 
men  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Integrity,  activity  and  energy  have 
been  the  crowning  points  of  his  success,  and  his 
connection  with  various  business  enterprises  has 
been  a decided  advantage  to  the  community,  pro- 
moting its  material  welfare  in  no  uncertain  man- 
ner. In  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
James  Merritt,  Jr.,  he  has  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Sudlersville  since  1881,  as  a dealer  in  fer- 
tilizers, agricultural  implements,  lumber,  grain, 
etc.,  and  enjoys  an  excellent  trade. 

Mr.  George  was  born  on  the  old  home  farm 
where  his  father  still  resides,  July  23,  1859,  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools  and 
under  private  tutors  until  1878,  when  he  took  a 
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course  in  the  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College, 
of  Baltimore.  In  1881  he  and  his  brother-in-law 
took  charge  of  his  father’s  business  in  Sudlers- 
ville,  and  have  since  successful^  carried  on  oper- 
ations there.  Mr.  George  was  married  on  the  1st 
of  November,  1881,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Elvira  Anderson,  of  Sudlersville,  and  three 
children  now  brighten  their  home  by  their  pres- 
ence: Elsie  L. , Joseph  M.  and  Madeline  M. 

In  1887  Mr.  George  was  elected  town  commis- 
sioner of  Sudlersville  for  a two  years’  term,  at  the 
end  of  which  he  was  re-elected,  so  acceptably  had 
he  filled  the  office,  and  during  his  incumbency 
the  streets  and  sidewalks  were  greatly  improved. 
Under  the  new  law  he  was  also  honored,  in  1893, 
with  an  election  to  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner for  a term  of  six  years  and  serves  as  treas- 
urer of  the  board.  He  is  a progressive  public- 
spirited  citizen,  taking  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  county.  He  is  a 
lover  of  fine  horses,  of  which  he  has  several,  and 
in  Sudlersville  owns  a training  stable  for  his  own 
and  others’  use.  The  Democratic  party  finds  in 
him  a most  earnest  advocate,  and  for  some  time  he 
has  been  an  influential  member  of  the  state  cen- 
tral committee.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Sudlersville. 


ILGHMAN  SHAFER.  In  the  respect  that 
is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their 
way  to  success  through  unfavorable  environ- 
ments we  find  an  unconscious  recognition  of  the 
intrinsic  worth  of  character  which  can  not  only 
endure  so  rough  a test,  but  gain  new  strength 
through  the  discipline.  The  following  history 
sets  forth  briefly  the  steps  by  which  our  subject, 
now  a substantial  business  man  of  Kennedy  ville, 
overcame  the  disadvantages  of  his  early  life. 

Mr.  Shafer  was  born  in  Allentown,  Pa., 
August  7,  1839,  a son  of  John  and  Theresa 
(Roeder)  Shafer,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  the  latter  born  in  Northampton  County. 
The  Shafer  family  is  of  German  origin  and  was 
founded  in  Pennsylvania  as  early  as  1750.  There 


occurred  the  birth  of  John  Shafer,  Sr.,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather,  who  was  a large  land  owner 
and  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
near  Hellertown  throughout  life.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Joliu  Shafer,  Jr.,  also 
spent  his  life  there  and  previous  to  the  building 
of  the  railroad  engaged  in  teaming  between  Phila- 
delphia, Allentown  and  Fitchburgh,  and  also 
devoted  some  time  to  farming  during  his  early 
manhood.  His  political  support  was  ever  given 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
influential  citizens  of  his  community.  He  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  in  1841,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-three  years.  There  were  only  two  children 
in  his  family:  Tilghman,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  J.  Roeder,  of  Allentown. 

As  our  subject  lost  his  father  when  only  three 
years  of  age,  he  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grand- 
father, George  Roeder,  who  lived  upon  a farm 
near  Kennedy  ville,  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  where 
Mr.  Shafer  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a good 
public-school  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  began  learning  the  blacksmith  trade,  serving 
a three  years’  apprenticeship  with  his  half-brother 
in  Harmony,  Kent  County,  and  has  since  worked 
at  that  occupation.  December  27,  1861,  he 

located  in  Kennedyville,  succeeding  to  the  busi- 
ness of  C.  B.  Krusen,  and  in  1870  also  embarked 
in  the  wheelwright  business.  Seven  years  later 
he  admitted  John  Medders  to  partnership  and 
that  connection  was  continued  until  1895,  when 
Mr.  Shafer  again  became  sole  owner.  In  con- 
nection with  work  at  his  trades  he  also  sells  car- 
riages, machinery  and  farm  implements,  and  is 
agent  for  the  American  Philadelphia  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  having  in  1893  purchased  the 
machinery,  carriages  and  fire  insurance  books 
belonging  to  J.  H.  Ireland.  In  1888  he  also 
established  a creamery,  and  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  butter.  H.  L. 
Davies  was  later  admitted  to  membership  in  the 
firm,  but  November  1,  1897,  he  retired  by  mutual 
consent,  Richard  Haggerty  becoming  a member 
of  the  firm  now  known  as  T.  Shafer  & Co.  Mr. 
Shafer  is  a wide-awake  progressive  business  man, 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  and 
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certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  the  wonderful 
success  that  he  has  achieved. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1868,  Mr.  Shafer  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel  J.  Kelly,  of  Kent 
County,  a daughter  of  William  Kelly.  The  two 
children  born  to  them  are  both  deceased  and  the 
wife  died  in  March,  1872.  He  was  again  married, 
December  16,  1874,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Annie  E.  Parsons,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Parsons,  and  two  children  blessed  this  union,  but 
only  one  is  now  living,  Annie  M.  E.  The  sec- 
ond wife  passed  away  August  26,  1877,  and  two 
years  later  Mr.  Shafer  wedded  Miss  Emma 
Copenhaver,  of  Baltimore,  a daughter  of  Augustus 
and  Elizabeth  Copenhaver.  To  them  were  also 
born  two  children,  but  Emma  C.  is  the  only  one 
now  living. 

Politically  Mr.  Shafer  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  which  he 
always  supports  by  his  ballot,  and  from  1879  to 
1882  he  most  creditably  served  as  county  com- 
missioner. He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of  Kennedyville  and  is 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  grand  lodge.  He 
has  also  filled  some  offices  in  Galena  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  to  which  he  belongs.  The  family 
all  attend  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of 
which  he  was  steward  for  some  time,  and  he  has 
always  taken  a great  interest  in  church  and  Sun- 
day-school work,  serving  as  superintendent  of  the 
latter  for  a number  of  years.  He  is  an  ardent 
worker  in  the  temperance  cause,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  put  down  the  liquor  traffic.  He  pos- 
sesses to  a high  degree  the  confidence,  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  he  has 
hosts  of  warm  friends. 


HOMAS  HENRY  WILLIAMS,  M.  D., 
after  a busy  professional  life,  has  retired 
from  active  practice  and  is  spending  his 
declining  years  quietly  in  his  native  village  of 
Cambridge.  Though  no  longer  under  the  neces- 
sity of  earning  a livelihood,  he  still  maintains  a 
deep  interest  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 


medical  profession  and  keeps  in  touch  with  its 
every  development.  P'or  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  Maryland,  among  whose  members  he  has  a 
wide  acquaintance. 

The  son  of  Isaac  F.  and  Rebecca  R.  (Stuart) 
Williams,  natives  of  Kent  County,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  spent  the  years  of  boyhood  in  Cam- 
bridge. His  education  was  received  principally  in 
Washington  Academy,  in  Somerset  County.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Alexander 
H.  Bayly,  of  Cambridge,  and  later  took  a course 
of  lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  class  of  ’48.  March  3,  1849,  he  was 
commissioned  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  was  stationed  on  the  frontier  of 
Texas  and  the  Indian  Territory,  also  served  as 
medical  director  in  the  Utah  campaign  under 
Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  that  gifted  and 
heroic  man  whose  death  in  1862  was  a fatal  blow 
to  the  Confederate  cause. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  Williams  from  the  United  States 
army  was  accepted  by  President  Lincoln,  and  he 
then  went  to  Richmond,  where  he  was  com- 
missioned surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
was  first  ordered  to  Manassas,  where  he  was 
medical  director  of  the  army  under  General 
Beauregard.  After  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Dr.  Will- 
iams remained  with  the  latter’s  troops  until  sub- 
sequent to  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  medical  director  and  in- 
spector of  hospitals  in  Virginia.  He  organized 
the  Confederate  Medical  Corps  of  brigade  and 
division  surgeons,  and  under  his  supervision 
nearly  all  of  the  large  hospitals  in  Virginia,  out- 
side of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  were  estab- 
lished. He  held  the  position  of  assistant  to  the 
surgeon-general  of  the  army  at  Richmond  for 
some  time  prior  to  the  close  of  the  war  and  did 
most  noble  and  effective  service.  In  1865  he  re- 
turned to  Cambridge,  but  in  a few  months  re- 
moved to  Richmond,  Va.,  there  to  engage  in  the 
drug  business.  About  1870  he  located  upon  a 
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farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Cambridge,  and  four  years 
later  settled  permanently  in  Cambridge,  living 
practically  retired  from  active  enterprises. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Williams,  in  1854,  united 
him  with  Bettie  Hooper,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
H.  and  Ann  C.  (Birckhead)  Hooper,  of  Cam- 
bridge. They  are  identified  with  Christ  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  of  Great  Choptank  Parish. 
The  doctor  is  a vestryman  and  senior  warden, 
and  is  a regular  contributor  to  the  work  of  the 
church  and  its  various  benevolences.  His  active 
life  was  one  of  stirring  scenes  and  frequent  dan- 
gers, where  the  shrewd  judgment  and  unwaver- 
ing courage  that  he  possesses  were  needed.  To 
every  duty  he  was  true,  and  the  cause  he  believed 
to  be  just  and  right  had  in  him  a loyal  friend  and 
supporter.  He  does  not  now  take  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs,  but  retains  undiminished  his 
interest  in  matters  that  affect  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  and  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth. 


EVIN  L.  DIRICKSON,  Jr.,  of  Berlin,  Wor- 
cester County,  was  a nominee  of  the  inde- 
pendent Democrats  and  Republicans  of  this 
district  for  the  state  senate  in  the  fall  of  1897, 
but  subsequently  withdrew.  He  had  always,  ere 
this,  been  loyal  to  the  Democracy,  but  recently 
became  disgusted  with  the  methods  of  some  of 
the  leading  men  of  his  party  and  was  pursuaded 
by  his  friends  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name  as  a 
candidate  on  an  independent  ticket.  As  a busi- 
ness man  and  financier  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful and  is  recognized  as  a leader  along  progress- 
ive lines. 

Levin  L.  Dirickson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Snow  Hill,  Worcester  County,  in  i860,  and  is  a 
son  of  Levin  L-  Dirickson,  Sr.,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth.  The  father,  having  enjoyed  superior 
educational  advantages  and  being  a man  of  fine 
attainments,  spared  no  effort  in  the  training  of 
the  son  who  bears  his  name,  and  was  his  tutor  for 
years  in  the  higher  branches.  With  the  solid 
foundation  of  knowledge  thus  acquired  he  had  a 
good  beginning  for  his  future  life,  and  it  has 


doubtless  been  of  untold  value  to  him.  In  1882 
he  located  in  Milton,  Del.,  and  three  years  later 
he  returned  to  Berlin  to  engage  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness. He  had  previously  studied  pharmacy  and 
had  passed  the  examinations  requisite  in  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.  After  he 
had  carried  on  his  drug  store  here  for  a few  years 
he  became  interested  in  the  organization  of  a 
bank  called  the  Private  Bank  of  L.  L-  Dirickson, 
Jr.,  which  he  has  carried  on  in  connection  with 
his  other  affairs.  Recently  he  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Commercial  Savings  Bank  of 
Snow  Hill,  of  which  he  is  a large  stockholder. 
He  is  a member  of  the  State  Pharmacy  Associa- 
tion and  is  also  connected  with  the  Bankers’ 
Assocition. 

While  a resident  of  Milton,  Del.,  Mr.  Dirick- 
son married  Miss  Annie  L.  Russell,  the  marriage 
ceremony  being  performed  in  1884,  at  Berlin, 
Md.  They  have  a son  and  daughter,  Helen  and 
Conwell  Foreman  by  name.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  belongs  to 
the  Red  Men.  He  and  his  wife  attend  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church,  he  being  a vestryman  in  the 
same.  He  is  a man  of  high  principle  and  integ- 
rity of  word  and  deed,  and  has  a multitude  of 
sincere  friends  and  well-wishers. 

“DWARD  MIFFLIN  WILKINS.  Near  the 
^ banks  of  the  Chester  River  lies  one  of  the 
__  finest  farms  of  Kent  County.  Situated  in 
the  fourth  district,  in  the  horseshoe  bend  of 
the  river,  the  location  is  picturesque  and  attrac- 
tive. There  are  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
acres  in  the  farm,  of  which  sixty  acres  have  been 
planted  to  peach  trees,  while  the  remainder  is 
devoted  to  gardening  and  general  farming.  Here 
Mr.  Wilkins  made  his  home  until  death  and  here 
his  widow  now  resides,  managing  not  only  this 
place,  but  another  farm  also,  the  two  aggregating 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  acres. 

April  5,  1843,  our  subject  was  born  on  the 
York  farm,  in  the  fourth  district.  His  father, 
Col.  Edward  Wilkins,  was  a prominent  man  of 
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his  district  and  county,  and  the  son  was  given 
good  advantages,  as  the  family  were  well-to-do. 
He  was  educated  at  Washington  College,  Clies- 
tertown,  and  in  the  Agricultural  College  of  Mary- 
land. When  a young  man  he  was  interested  with 
his  father  in  the  fruit  packing  business  in  Balti- 
more. On  his  return  to  Kent  County  he  began 
farming  operations  on  the  place  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  in  November,  1881. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  May  8,  1866, 
united  him  with  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  T. 
and  Anna  Rebecca  (Brown)  Merritt.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  in  the  fourth  district,  inherited  a 
portion  of  Godlington  manor,  and  there  spent  his 
active  life  as  a farmer.  Her  mother,  who  was 
also  born  in  this  district,  was  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Hiram  Brown,  a prominent  man  of  his  day. 
Mrs.  Wilkins  was  the  only  child  born  to  the 
union  of  her  parents.  She  was  given  good  ad- 
vantages in  girlhood  and  is  well  informed  upon 
subjects  both  of  a general  and  domestic  nature. 
She  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Sue 
C.,  wife  of  William  D.  Hines,  of  Baltimore; 
Fannie,  Jennie,  Grace  and  Edward  Mifflin,  the 
last-named  being  a student  in  the  Maryland  Agri- 
cultural College. 


ILLIAM  D.  PENNINGTON.  While 
there  is  much  truth  in  the  strictures  made 
upon  the  modern  scramblers  for  the  al- 
mighty dollar  who  seek  to  accumulate  vast 
fortunes  by  selfish  and  unscrupulous  means, 
there  is  nothing  more  worthy  of  praise  than  the 
quiet  steady  pursuit  of  some  honest  calling  and 
the  determined  exercise  of  the  industry,  economy 
and  sagacity  which  enable  a man  to  acquire  a 
home  and  a competence.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  now  one  of  the  prosperous  agri- 
culturists of  the  third  district,  Kent  County,  is 
a man  who  through  his  own  efforts  has  succeeded 
in  gaining  a competence  without  the  sacrifice  of 
principle. 

Mr.  Pennington  was  born  in  1839,  in  New- 


castle County,  Del.,  and  is  a representative  of  a 
family  of  English  origin,  which  was  founded  in 
this  country  about  1750.  His  grandfather,  Atkie 
Pennington,  was  a native  of  Maryland,  but  his 
father,  Fredus  R.  Pennington,  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware. In  early  life  the  latter  was  a sailor,  and 
as  mate  of  a vessel  went  to  France,  being  there 
at  the  time  Bonaparte  landed  from  the  Isle  of  Elba. 
He  followed  farming,  however,  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  and  continued  to  make  his  home 
in  Delaware  until  called  to  his  final  rest  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  As  lieutenant  he  served  in 
the  Fourteenth  United  States  Regiment  during  the 
war  of  1812.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  and 
socially  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  for 
many  years.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Van 
Hickel,  of  Delaware,  who  passed  away  previous 
to  his  death,  and  only  two  of  their  nine  children 
are  now  living:  E.  B.,  who  makes  his  home 
near  Kennedyville,  Md.;  and  William  D. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and 
his  early  life  was  passed  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Delaware,  where  he  remained  until  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  spent  one  year  in  farming 
in  Missouri,  after  .which  he  returned  to  his  native 
state  and  lived  near  Delaware  City  until  coming 
to  Kent  County,  Md.,  in  1868,  with  his  brother 
E.  B.,  and  sister.  For  three  years  they  resided 
on  a farm  at  Howells  Point.  I11  1886  Mr.  Pen- 
nington purchased  the  Grange  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  acres,  where  he  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  the  raising  of  fruit,  particularly 
peaches,  pears  and  berries.  He  thoroughly  un- 
derstands his  business  and  is  meeting  with  a well- 
deserved  success. 

December  3,  1872,  Mr.  Pennington  married 
Miss  Louisa  Kellejq  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. Lena,  born  September  21,  1873,  died  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1890;  Edgar  Reyland  was  born  July 
24,  1875;  and  William  L-  born  August  6,  1877. 
Mrs.  Pennington  died  February  25,  1879.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  October  3,  1883,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Ella  G.  Sparks,  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  May  G.  and  Helen  Louise, 
July  10,  1884,  and  June  13,  1886,  respectively. 


THOMAS  B.  WILLSON,  M.  D. 
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The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Pennington  uniformly  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  most  straightforward  and  reliable  business 
men  of  the  third  district.  He  is  public-spirited 
and  liberal  and  there  are  few  men  more  popular 
with  all  classes  than  William  D.  Pennington. 


HOMAS  BENNETT  WILLSON, M.D.  The 
practice  which  Dr.  Willson  has  built  up 
in  his  profession  embraces  a considerable 
portion  of  the  fifth  district  of  Kent  County. 
Among  the  people  of  this  locality  he  is  well 
known  as  a reliable  physician  and  progressive 
citizen.  To  many  a family  he  has  come  in  sick- 
ness, bringing  a cheery  smile  and  hopeful  aspect 
that  at  once  inspire  confidence,  a confidence  that 
the  accuracy  of  his  diagnoses  and  skill  in  treatment 
prove  is  not  misplaced.  In  connection  with  his 
practice,  he  superintends  the  management  of  his 
property,  some  of  which  is  quite  valuable. 

In  the  district  where  he  now  resides,  Dr. 
Willson  was  born  September  13,  1843,  a son  °f 
Richard  Bennett  Willson,  to  whose  sketch  upon 
another  page  the  reader  is  referred  for  the  family 
history.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  after  which  he  took  a course  of 
study  in  St.  Mary’s  College,  Wilmington,  Del. 
From  boyhood  it  was  his  ambition  to  become  a 
physician.  In  everything  pertaining  to  the  science 
of  medicine  he  took  the  liveliest  interest.  Believ- 
ing that  he  would  be  able  to  succeed  in  this  work, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  preparation  for  it.  He 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Maryland,  and  after  taking  a complete  course 
he  graduated  in  March,  1866.  Immediately 
afterward  he  began  in  practice,  making  his  home 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  carries  on  a 
country  practice.  After  two  years  he  removed 
to  Reese’s  Corners,  his  present  location.  Here 
he  has  since  been  in  continuous  practice. 


January  23,  1872,  Dr.  Willson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Henrietta  M.,  daughter  of  John 
Charles  and  Anne  E.  (Brooke)  Willson,  of  the 
fifth  district.  Her  father,  a native  of  this  dis- 
trict, spent  his  entire  life  upon  a farm  here,  dying 
at  forty-three  years  of  age.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  a Catholic.  In  politics  he  was  active  in  his 
support  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  fond 
of  sports  and  was  considered  one  of  the  expert 
riflemen  of  his  neighborhood.  His  death,  which 
occurred  after  a very  brief  illness,  was  caused  by 
a cold  that  resulted  in  pneumonia.  His  wife, 
Anne  E.  Brooke,  was  born  in  Kent  County,  where 
she  has  spent  her  entire  life,  and  is  now  (1897) 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Like  her  husband,  she 
is  a faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Mrs.  Willson  was  born  in  the  fifth  district,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1848,  and  has  spent  her  entire  life  here. 
Of  her  marriage  eleven  children  were  born,  but 
she  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of  five  in  infancy. 
Those  who  survive  are  named  as  follows:  Thomas 
Bennett,  Jr.,  who  assists  his  grandfather  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  latter’s  farm;  Mary  Regina, 
wife  of  B.  C.  Hatchison;  Anna  E.,  Julia  Rena, 
Charlotte  M.  and  Maude  Agnes,  who  are  at  home. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  the  maintenance  of  which  the  doctor 
is  a generous  contributor.  Politically  he  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket  at  elections,  but  is  not  active 
in  public  affairs  and  has  no  desire  to  hold  official 
positions.  Through  his  professional  work  he 
has  accumulated  considerable  property,  which 
consists  mostly  of  farm  lands  in  the  fifth  district. 


ICHARD  C.  SMYTH.  The  splendid  farm 
owned  by  this  gentleman  in  the  third  dis- 
trict, Kent  County,  is  a monument  to  his 
industry,  perseverance  and  good  management, 
and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Eastern  Shore.  He  was  born  near  Tolchester, 
Md,,  February  24,  1831,  a son  of  Richard  and 
Caroline  (Stean)  Smyth,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Kent  County.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Smyth, 
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was  a son  of  George  Smyth,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  located  in  Kent  County  among  its  earl- 
iest pioneers. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Richard  Smyth,  Sr., 
entered  the  United  States  army,  and  served  all 
through  the  war  of  1812,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Caulksfield  under  Captain  Weeks,  grand- 
father of  Lewin  Weeks.  Throughout  his  active 
business  career  he  successfully  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  on  the  old  homestead  where 
onr  subject  now  resides.  Previous  to  the  war  he 
owned  a number  of  slaves,  who  were  employed  in 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  place. 
Here  he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  in  1877,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty -five  years.  His  estimable 
wife  had  passed  away  some  time  previously.  He 
took  quite  a prominent  part  in  politics,  first  as  an 
old-line  Whig  and  later  as  a Democrat,  and  for 
several  years  served  as  county  commissioner,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  In  his  family  were  four  children, 
namely:  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  GeorgeS.  Deal; 
Harriett  M.,  deceased  wife  of  Lewin  M.  Usilton; 
Richard  C.,  of  this  review;  and  Jefferson  L-,  de- 
ceased. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Richard  C.  Smyth 
grew  to  manhood  and  attended  its  public  schools. 
After  completing  his  education  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits,  operating  differ- 
ent farms  until  1866,  when  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
He  has  about  three  hundred  acres  of  highly  cul- 
tivated and  well-improved  land  and  the  well-tilled 
fields  testify  to  his  skill  and  ability  as  a success- 
ful agriculturist. 

In  i860  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Smyth  and  Miss  Wilmina  H.  Appleton,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Mary  C.,  now  the  wife  of  J.  Raymond 
Bowers;  Hallie  E.,  wife  of  Robert  Loud;  Murray, 
at  home;  Willie  S.,  wife  of  William  Edwards;  and 
Carrie  and  Blanche,  both  at  home.  In  religious 
belief  the  family  are  Methodists.  On  attaining 
his  majority,  Mr.  Smyth  gave  his  political  support 
to  the  Whig  party  and  since  its  dissolution  has 
been  an  ardent  Democrat.  For  five  years  he 
served  as  county  commissioner  and  was  appointed 


by  Governor  Hamilton  for  one  year.  He  takes 
an  active  and  commendable  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs and  cheerfully  gives  his  support  to  all  objects 
calculated  to  benefit  the  community  or  advance 
the  general  welfare. 


AMES  O.  DICKINSON.  With  the  exception 
of  a few  years  in  Caroline  County,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Talbot 
County,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  Trappe  district,  where  he  occupies 
valuable  property  lying  on  Dickinson  Bay.  He 
owns  six  hundred  acres  of  the  original  family  home- 
stead, and  is  also  the  owner  of  the  old  Craig  farm, 
comprising  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres. 
His  landed  possessions  are  further  increased  by 
the  ownership  of  thirty-four  hundred  acres  in 
Kingman  County,  Kan.,  the  property  being  util- 
ized as  a cattle  ranch.  The  large  estate  which  he 
owns  has  come  to  him  partly  by  inheritance,  but 
principally  through  the  exercise  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  business  sagacity. 

Upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  Mr.  Dick- 
inson was  born  October  12,  1849.  His  father, 
Samuel,  who  was  born  on  the  same  farm,  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  a grandson  of  Samuel  Dickin- 
son, the  latter  an  Englishman  who  took  a grant 
of  land  under  the  lord  proprietary.  Later  gener- 
ations were  prominent  as  planters  and  in  public 
life.  The  father  of  our  subject  married  Maria 
Goldsborough,  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and  they 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  namely:  Samuel, 
who  died  in  1896;  Mary  A.,  who  married  William 
Thomas;  Van  Ransvanselar,  of  Cambridge;  Will- 
iam E.,  who  died  in  1876;  John,  whose  death 
occurred  in  1881;  and  Ellen,  who  died  in  1893. 

The  youngest  of  his  father’s  family,  our  subject 
was  born  and  reared  upon  the  old  homestead. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  for  him- 
self, renting  a part  of  the  old  homestead  and  here 
he  has  since  remained,  with  the  exception  of  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Caroline  County.  He 
is  a man  of  great  business  capability,  keen  and 
shrewd  in  every  transaction,  yet  invariably  hon- 
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est  in  even  the  minutest  detail.  His  energy  and 
sound  judgment  have  assisted  him  in  the  accu- 
mulation of  a large  and  valuable  property.  In  ad- 
dition to  general  farming  he  has  engaged-  in  the 
breeding  of  fine  horses,  of  which  he  has  made  a 
success.  He  is  not  greatly  interested  in  politics, 
but  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  and  supports  its 
principles. 

— — i > — 

q)USTAVUS  A.  HAEFNER,  M.  D.,  enjoys 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  in  Hur- 
lock,  Dorchester  County  and  vicinity  and 
is  one  of  our  best  and  most  patriotic  citizens.  He 
takes  commendable  interest  in  everything  which 
concerns  the  town  and  county,  and  is  sure  to  be 
found  casting  his  influence  and  vote  upon  the 
side  of  law  and  order  and  progress.  He  is  a native 
of  Germany,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the 
province  of  Saxe-Coburg  in  1846.  However,  as 
he  was  but  six  years  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America,  he  grew  up  in  the  principles 
of  our  government  and  gives  his  undivided  allegi- 
ance to  her — his  adopted  country.  He  has 
traveled  quite  extensively  and  is  a student  and 
thinker  far  beyond  the  average.  With  the  new 
methods  and  discoveries  made  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  he  keeps  in  thorough  touch,  and  takes 
the  best  medical  journals  of  the  day. 

Christian  A.  Haefner,  father  of  the  doctor,  was 
a native  of  Bavaria,  and  was  a man  of  superior 
educational  attainments.  When  a young  man  he 
went  into  the  province  of  Saxe-Coburg  and  found 
a good  position  as  a teacher,  and  continued  in 
that  vocation  for  several  years  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  became  acquainted  with  a Miss  Sophia 
Thorman  there,  and  they  were  married  and  had 
five  children.  Four  of  the  number  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  viz.:  Caroline,  Margaret,  Sophia  and 
Gustavus  A. 

Dr.  Haefner  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1851  and 
was  reared  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  His  higher 
studies  in  science  and  the  languages  were  ob- 
tained in  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Gettys- 
burg and  in  1867  he  graduated  from  the  medical 


department  of  the  University  of  Maryland.  His 
initial  practice  was  in  Baltimore  County,  but 
during  the  war  he  was  a medical  cadet  in  the 
Union  army  (in  1865)  and  thus  gained  some  ex- 
perience in  the  treatment  of  the  sick  and  suffer- 
ing. In  1869  he  was  appointed  an  assistant  in 
the  quarantine  hospital  of  Baltimore  city  and  in 
November,  1869,  was  sent  as  a physician  to  the 
West  Indies.  After  a stay  of  twelve  months  he 
returned  to  the  United  States,  but  again,  in  1875, 
went  to  the  islands,  nor  did  he  come  back  before 
1891.  Since  that  date  he  has  been  engaged  in 
practice  in  Hurlock,  and  resides  in  the  pretty 
house  which  he  erected  the  same  year  that  he 
located  here  permanently. 

Socially  the  doctor  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  he  having  joined  the  fraternity  nearly 
thirty  years  ago,  in  Baltimore.  In  1891  Dr. 
Haefner  married  Miss  Emma  B.,  daughter  of 
H.  C.  Davis,  who  was  a representative  of  an  old 
family  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 


ISS  MARTHA  ANDERSON,  residing  in 
the  second  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
is  a lady  of  large  business  capacity  and 
marked  intelligence,  and  is  distinguished  for  her 
straightforward,  womanly  course,  no  less  than 
for  the  tact  and  energy  she  had  employed  in  her 
business  affairs  since  her  parents’  death.  She  is 
a native  of  that  district  and  a daughter  of  John 
and  Martha  (Holden)  Anderson.  The  father 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  at  an  earty  day  came  to 
the  new  world.  By  trade  he  was  a blacksmith, 
and  in  1833  he  located  on  the  farm  where  his 
daughter  now  resides,  and  there  spent  his  re- 
maining days.  His  estimable  wife  passed  away 
in  1857.  They  were  numbered  among  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  community  and  their 
friends  were  many.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children,  namely:  Mary,  William  and  John,  all 
now  deceased;  Richard,  who  is  living  retired  in 
Church  Hill;  one  who  died  in  infancy;  James, 
deceased;  and  Martha. 

Miss  Anderson  was  educated  in  the  common 
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schools  and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm. 
After  her  mother’s  death  she  and  her  sister  Mar)' 
took  charge  of  the  farm  which  they  successfully 
managed  for  a few  years  and  then  rented  until 
1876.  Since  then  Miss  Anderson  has  superin- 
tended its  operation  and  has  succeeded  in  demon- 
strating the  fact  that  a woman  is  well  qualified 
to  carry  on  a farm  successfully.  Besides  the 
home  place,  comprising  sixty- five  acres,  she  has 
another  farm  of  ninety-two  acres,  which  is  also 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. She  merits  and  receives  the  warmest 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  whole  community,  and 
is  much  beloved  by  all  with  whom  she  comes  in 
contact. 


GEORGE  B.  WESTCOTT.  The  various  en- 
terprises in  which  its  citizens  engage  have 
made  Chestertown  the  chief  business  center 
of  Kent  County.  In  the  list  of  these  numerous 
industries  the  mercantile  trade  holds  an  important 
place,  employing  considerable  capital  in  its  man- 
agement and  giving  to  other  enterprises  a decided 
impetus  by  the  energy  of  its  representatives. 
Among  the  merchants  of  this  place  is  George  B. 
Westcott,  who  in  January,  1890,  succeeded  his 
father  in  business,  and  in  May  of  the  same  year 
succeeded  him  as  secretary  of  the  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Kent  County,  with  both 
of  which  concerns  he  has  since  been  connected. 
His  financial  standing  is  excellent  and  his  social 
position  the  highest,  his  deportment  both  in  pri- 
vate and  business  life  having  secured  for  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  leading  citizens. 

The  Westcott  family  is  among  the  oldest  of 
New  Jersey.  Samuel  Buck  Westcott,  grandfather 
of  George  B.,  was  at  one  time  secretary  to  the 
governor  of  New  Jersey  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1840,  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  At- 
lantic County.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Nich- 
olas G.,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1815,  and  in 
1836  came  to  Chestertown,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  May  15,  1890.  From  1847 
until  his  demise  he  was  interested  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  here,  and  was  also  secretary  of 


the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Kent 
County,  of  which  an  uncle  had  been  the  first 
secretary.  In  religious  belief  an  Episcopalian, 
he  served  his  church  as  warden  and  contributed 
to  its  well-being  by  his  active  efforts.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Tilden,  of  Kent 
County,  and  an  estimable  lady,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  March,  1890.  They  had  an  only  son, 
also  one  daughter,  Mary  L-,  who  is  unmarried. 

In  Chestertown,  where  he  now  resides,  George 
B.  Westcott  was  born  February  20,  1852.  He 
received  his  education  in  Washington  College, 
after  which  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  in 
the  bank  for  several  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  for  some  time,  retiring  from  that  occupa- 
tion to  succeed  his  father  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  in  politics  is 
independent.  Like  his  father  he  holds  to  Epis- 
copalian doctrines,  and  he  serves  the  church  as  a 
member  of  the  vestry.  In  1880  he  married  Miss 
Polly,  daughter  of  Simon  Wickes.  The  eight 
children  born  of  their  union  are  named  as  follows: 
Hallie  R. , George  Godfrey,  EdwardS.,  Elizabeth 
R.,  Simon  Wickes,  Joseph  P.,  Ellen  L.  and  Polly 
Wickes. 


ILLIAM  T.  LUSBY  is  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  the  second  district,  Kent  County, 
and  has  made  his  home  here  for  some  fif- 
teen years  or  more.  During  this  time  he  has 
steadily  made  improvements  upon  his  homestead, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  model  ones  in  this  region. 
He  gives  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  general 
crops,  and  has  been  especially  successful  ingrow- 
ing fruit,  for  which  a ready  market  is  always 
found  in  the  great  cities  near. 

A native  of  Maryland,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Cecil  County,  February  19,  1821.  His  father, 
John  Lusby,  was  likewise  a native  of  that  county, 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  his  occupation  be- 
ing that  of  agriculture.  He  owned  quite  exten- 
sive tracts  of  land  and  became  well-to-do.  By  his 
marriage  with  Sarah  E.  Nolan  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  William  is  the  third  in  order  of 
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birth.  Mary  Ellen,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Lusby.  Amelia  died  several 
years  ago.  James,  formerly  a resident  of  St. 
Mary  County,  Md.,  is  deceased;  and  Robert  has 
also  passed  to  his  final  reward.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  while  they  were  still  young, 
and  the  mother  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  M. 
L.  Wootters.  To  their  union  two  children  were 
born,  Sarah  E.  and  Lemuel  J.  Mrs.  Wootters 
was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Nolan,  of  Cecil  Coun- 
ty, and  she  lived  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age, 
dying  about  1870. 

William  T.  Lusby  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  from  boyhood  seemed  destined  for 
the  life.  He  early  mastered  the  hard  and  arduous 
labors  connected  with  the  work,  and  became  per- 
fectly familiar  with  each  department.  He  re- 
mained in  the  locality  of  his  birthplace  until  1882, 
when  he  concluded  to  seek  his  livelihood  in 
another  part  of  the  state.  After  looking  around, 
he  decided  that  he  could  do  no  better  than  to 
permanently  settle  in  Kent  County,  and  therefore 
bought  the  Robert  J.  Lusby  farm,  a tract  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  Since  then  he  has  been 
numbered  among  the  successful  farmers  of  this 
community,  and  at  once  won  friends  for  himself 
by  the  interest  which  he  took,  and  still  takes,  in 
all  local  affairs.  He  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  in 
religion  is  a Catholic,  as  he  was  brought  up  in 
that  faith. 


HOMAS  H.  DODD,  whose  beautiful  home 
is  situated  in  the  fifth  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  not  far  distant  from  the  vil- 
lages of  Wye  Mills  and  Carmichael,  comes  from 
an  old  and  highly  respected  family  in  this  locality. 
In  perusing  a map  of  this  section,  one  is  surprised 
to  find  how  much  land  is  owned  by  the  various 
representatives  of  the  name,  and  this  fact  simply 
stands  for  the  more  important  one — the  influence 
they  exert  and  the  interest  which  they,  as  a 
family,  take  in  the  development  and  prosperity 
of  the  neighborhood.  The  gentleman  of  whom 
this  is  a brief  sketch  owns  about  one  thousand 
acres  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  and  he  has  reason 


to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  this  extensive  domain 
was  nearly  all  acquired  by  his  individual  efforts. 
From  his  father  he  inherited  remarkable  financial 
ability  and  excellent  judgment  in  regard  to  com- 
mercial affairs,  and  thus  by  nature  and  experience 
he  has  made  his  upward  way  toward  the  success 
which  he  now  enjoys. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  H.  Dodd  took  place  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  the  fifth  district  in  1839.  The 
history  of  his  parents  and  ancestors  is  given  at 
some  length  in  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  James 
H.,  which  is  printed  in  this  volume.  He  received 
good  training  from  his  father  in  farm  work  and 
management,  but  in  1867  he  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  as  a merchant.  He  continued  in  this 
enterprise  about  two  years  and  at  the  end  of  this 
time  resumed  agricultural  occupations.  His 
home  farm  is  truly  called  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county,  everything  about  the  place  being 
kept  up  in  a thrifty  manner.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  is  quite  independent,  and  does  not 
tie  himself  to  any  party.  He  has  served  as  su- 
pervisor of  elections,  having  been  appointed 
thereto  by  Governor  Frank  Brown. 

In  1872  Mr.  Dodd  married  Annie  C.  daughter 
of  Francis  Council,  who  lived  near  Centreville, 
Md.  They  have  had  the  following  children: 
Thomas  H.,  Jr.,  Ida  M.,  James  C.,  Elizabeth  and 
Henry.  They  have  been  given  the  best  of  edu- 
cational advantages  and  are  well  fitted  to  adorn 
any  society  or  to  succeed  in  any  field  of  enterprise 
they  may  choose  to  enter. 


ILLIAM  T.  EVANS  comes  from  a family 
that  has  long  been  associated  with  the  his- 
tory of  Deal’s  Island,  Somerset  County,  as 
several  generations  of  his  ancestors  have  come 
and  gone  since  the  original  Evans  settled  here. 
William  T.  Evans  was  born  on  the  island  in  1831 
and  from  his  early  years  has  been  interested  in 
whatever  has  affected  this  place  and  its  residents. 
He  has  been  a boatman  and  a sea-faring  man 
much  of  the  time  for  years  and  has  also  worked 
at  his  trade,  that  of  carpentering,  to  a consider- 
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able  extent.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  being  identified  with  Manokin  Lodge  No. 
106,  of  Princess  Anne.  He  is  a Knight  of 
Pythias,  belonging  to  Aurora  Lodge  No.  69  of 
Deal’s  Island,  and  in  politics  he  is  a stalwart  ad- 
vocate of  the  Republican  party  platform. 

William  Evans,  the  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  article,  after  his  marriage 
came  to  Deal’s  Island  and  spent  his  whole  life 
within  its  boundaries.  He  was  occupied  in  the 
management  of  his  farm  and  in  working  at  his 
trade  as  a carpenter,  during  his  spare  time.  He 
died  when  in  the  prime  of  life  and  activity,  being 
in  his  forty-sixth  year  when  summoned  by  death. 
His  father  also  bore  the  name  of  William  Evans, 
and  he  was  a ship  carpenter.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  a Miss  Sallie  Kelly  before  her  mar- 
riage, and  of  her  ten  children  only  two  survive 
at  the  date  of  this  writing.  Mary  C.,  the  daugh- 
ter, is  the  widow  of  Michael  Webster.  Mrs.  Sallie 
Evans  departed  this  life  when  she  was  sixty-five 
years  of  age. 

Thus,  one  by  one  the  Evans  family  have  been 
called  to  the  silent  land,  until  of  the  large  circle 
of  twelve,  father,  mother,  brothers  and  sisters, 
only  two  are  left:  William  T.,  of  this  sketch,  and 
his  widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Webster.  About  1850 
he  married  Miss  Keziah,  a daughter  of  Bennett 
Mister.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children 
but  only  two,  a son  and  daughter,  are  living,  viz. : 
Marcellus  and  Eveline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Shores.  They  enjoy  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  them  and  are  honorable,  upright  citizens. 

: — i 6 — — 

AMES  SETH,  M.  D.,  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Talbot  County  since  graduating 
from  the  University  of  Maryland  in  1865. 
He  came  to  St.  Michael’s  in  1888  and  has  since 
had  his  office  in  this  village,  carrying  on  an  ex- 
tensive practice  in  this  district  and  also  in  the 
adjoining  district  of  Bay  Hundred,  where  he 
formerly  resided.  In  addition  to  his  professional 
work,  he  devotes  some  attention  to  agriculture, 
and  manages  the  valuable  farm  which  he  owns. 


Realizing  the  value  of  a good  education,  he  has 
always  been  interested  in  measures  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  schools,  and  during  his  ten  years  of 
service  as  county  school  commissioner  he  was 
instrumental  in  introducing  many  helpful  plans 
and  in  promoting  the  standard  of  education  in  the 
common  schools.  At  this  writing  he  holds  office 
as  trustee  of  the  high  school  in  St.  Michael’s. 

In  Bay  Hundred  district,  Talbot  County,  Dr. 
Seth  was  born  January  4,  1843.  His  father, 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Seth,  was  a native  of  the 
same  district,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age.  In 
politics  a Democrat,  he  was  prominent  in  the 
local  ranks  of  the  party  and  was  frequenty  elected 
to  offices  of  trust.  For  three  terms  he  represented 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature.  Fraternally 
he  was  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  For  many  years  he  was  a trustee 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  every 
enterprise  of  which  he  was  a generous  contributor. 
He  was  the  largest  contributor  to  the  erection  of 
the  Bayside  Church.  His  father,  James  Seth, 
was  a native  and  farmer  of  Bay  Hundred  district, 
and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Jacobus  Seth,  who  came  to  America 
from  Scotland  in  a very  early  day. 

The  doctor’s  mother  was  Martha  Haddaway, 
daughter  of  William  Haddaway,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Bay  Hundred  district.  Like  her  hus- 
band, she  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and,  like  him,  she  passed  away 
at  seventy  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  William  H.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Oxford, 
Md.;  James;  Joseph,  an  attorney-at-law,  Balti- 
more; Thomas  A.,  deceased;  and  Samuel  H., 
who  cultivates  the  homestead  that  has  been  in 
possession  of  the  family  since  the  first  representa- 
tive came  here  from  Scotland.  The  years  from 
six  to  fifteen  our  subject  devoted  to  study  in  the 
public  schools,  and  afterward  he  entered  the 
West  River  Classical  Institute,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  i860.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  Tilden,  of  St.  Michael’s,  and 
later  was  a student  in  the  medical  department  of 
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the  University  of  Ma^land,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1865.  Near  his  birthplace  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  from  1865  until  1888,  but  in 
the  latter  year  removed  to  St.  Michael’s,  which 
place  has  since  been  his  home. 

By  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Seth  to  Julia  T., 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Orem,  of  Talbot  County, 
six  children  were  born,  namely:  James,  who  is 
interested  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Balti- 
more; Joseph  B.,  now  a student  in  medicine; 
Robert  L-,  a student  in  school;  Julian  O.;  Frank 
W.  and  Sara.  In  political  matters,  while  favor- 
ing the  Democracy,  the  doctor  is  inclined  to  be 
independent  in  his  views.  In  1883  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner  of  schools,  which 
office  he  held  for  ten  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Granite  Lodge  No.  177,  A.  F.  &A.  M., 
at  St.  Michael’s.  When  a youth  of  fifteen  years 
he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  or  more  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  official  board.  He  gives  his  time 
to  the  work  and  also  contributes  liberally  of  his 
means  to  the  furtherance  of  denominational  work. 


EHARLES  LAKE.  Men  of  marked  ability 
and  strong  individuality  leave  their  impress 
upon  the  world  in  such  indelible  characters 
that  time  is  powerless  to  obliterate  their  memory 
or  sweep  it  from  the  minds  of  men.  Mr.  Lake  is 
one  of  the  strong  characters  who  have  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  business  and  political  life  of 
Dorchester  County.  He  has  filled  public  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  in  a most  creditable  man- 
ner, has  won  the  utmost  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact,  and  is  now  completing 
his  eighteenth  year  as  clerk  of  the  courts  of  his 
county. 

Here  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  being  a native 
of  Lakeville,  born  January  14,  1838,  and  is  a son 
of  William  W.  and  Clara  Lake,  who  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Cor- 
delia, wife  of  James  Cornell,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  Clara;  and  Cordelia,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years.  The  paternal  great-grand- 


father of  our  subject  was  a native  of  England, 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new 
world.  The  grandfather  was  Maj.  Washington 
Lake.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  After  the  death  of 
her  first  husband  she  married  John  S.  Staplefort, 
by  whom  she  had  five  daughters,  namely:  Vic- 
toria, Isabella,  Annie,  Mary  Virginia  and 
Julia  L. 

Charles  Lake  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  a farm,  and  was  provided  with 
excellent  educational  privileges,  being  a student 
for  two  years  in  the  Cambridge  Academy,  and  in 
Washington  College  of  Chestertown  for  two  years 
and  a-half.  When  his  school  days  were  over,  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Lakeville  and  also 
operated  a farm  and  conducted  a sawmill,  meet- 
ing with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  undertak- 
ings. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  i860,  Mr.  Lake  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Willielmina  Phillips, 
a native  of  Cambridge,  and  a daughter  of 
Richard  and  Mary  (Applegartli)  Phillips.  She 
has  one  sister,  Mary  E.,  now  the  widow  of  James 
E.  Robinson,  and  a resident  of  Cambridge;  and  a 
half-sister,  Laura  B.  Staplefort,  wife  of  William 
T.  Staplefort.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lake,  but  only  four  are  now  living: 
Clara  S.,  wife  of  Daniel  E.  Dale,  of  Cambridge, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children;  EdwinS.,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Mace  and  has  two  sons,  Paul 
B.  and  Charles  Reginald;  Virginia  Cowart  and 
Hattie  Pattison,  both  at  home. 

Socially  Mr.  Lake  is  an  honored  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Heptasophs 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
Mrs.  Lake,  a cultured  and  refined  lady,  was 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  but  she  and  her 
husband  now  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  although  not  members  of  any 
religious  organization.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  Lake  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  dur- 
ing the  war  he  served  as  postmaster  at  Lakeville. 
In  1869  he  was  elected  county  commissioner,  and 
held  the  office  for  two  consecutive  terms,  his 
time  expiring', in  1873.  Six  years  later  he  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  clerk  of  the  courts, 
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was  triumphantly  elected,  and  by  re-election  has 
now  filled  the  office  for  eighteen  years  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  a quiet, 
unpretentious  man,  but  very  popular  with  all 
classes,  and  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Cambridge.  Over  his  life 
record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong.  His  pub- 
lic service  is  exemplary,  and  his  private  life  has 
been  marked  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty. 


UDGE  JAMES  ALFRED  PEARCE,  presi- 
dent of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Clies- 
tertown  and  one  of  the  distinguished  at- 
torneys of  the  state  of  Maryland,  has  for  years 
been  intimately  identified  with  the  professional 
and  political  affairs  of  the  town  where  he  resides. 
For  ten  consecutive  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  school  commissioners  of  Kent  Coun- 
ty and  was  for  a similar  period  president  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  Chestertown.  He  is  a 
governor  and  one  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  Wash- 
ington College,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
has  been  its  secretary.  In  1897  he  was  elected, 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  for  chief  justice  of 
the  second  judicial  circuit,  an  office  for  which 
his  broad  professional  knowlege  and  keen  insight 
into  human  nature  admirably  qualify  him. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hon.  James  Alfred 
Pearce,  Sr.,  was  born  December  14,  1805,  at  the 
home  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Elisha 
Cullen  Dick,  in  Alexandria,  Va.  He  was  a son 
of  Gideon  and  Julia  (Dick)  Pearce,  of  Kent 
County,  Md.  His  mother  died  when  he  was 
young  and  he  was  educated  in  Alexandria  under 
the  oversight  of  his  grandfather.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  entered  Princeton  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1822,  before  the  comple- 
tion of  his  seventeenth  year.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  studied  law  in  Baltimore,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1824.  One  year  was  devoted 
to  practice  in  Cambridge,  Md.,  after  which  he 
went  to  Louisiana,  and  engaged  in  sugar  plant- 
ing with  his  father.  Three  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Kent  County,  where  he  engaged  in 


practice  and  superintended  the  farm  upon  which 
he  resided.  In  1831  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  state  legislature;  in  1835  was  elected  to  the 
house  of  representatives;  in  1837  was  defeated  for 
re-election  by  Philip  F.  Thomas,  and  in  1839, 
1841  and  1843,  successively  re-elected  to  the 
house  of  representatives.  In  1843  he  was  elected 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  John  Kerr,  in 
the  United  States  senate,  and  was  then  re-elected 
for  three  successive  terms,  in  1847,  1853  and 
1859,  continuing  in  the  senate  until  his  death, 
December  20,  1862.  President  Fillmore  offered 
him  a seat  on  the  bench  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  for  the  state  of  Maryland  and  also  ap- 
pointed him  secretary  of  the  interior,  but  both 
positions  he  declined,  for  he  believed  he  could  ac- 
complish more  in  behalf  of  his  constituents  by 
remaining  in  the  senate.  March  17,  1832,  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  board  of  visitors  and  gov- 
ernors of  Washington  College,  and  filled  the  po- 
sition of  lecturer  on  law  in  that  institution.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Whig,  but  when  that  party 
disbanded  in  1856,  he  became  a Democrat. 

In  1830  he  married  Martha  J.  Laird,  who  died 
in  1845.  Two  years  later  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Matilda  C.,  daughter  of  James  Ring- 
gold.  His  death  occurred  December  20,  1862. 
He  was  a man  of  exceptional  ability,  keen  in 
discernment  and  possessing  a breadth  of  culture 
and  liberality  of  views  that  made  him  a most  de- 
sirable citizen.  As  a statesman,  his  views  were 
conservative,  and  he  had  none  of  the  reckless 
enthusiasm  characteristic  of  some  public  men. 
It  was  said  of  him  that  he  was  one  of  the  wisest 
statesmen  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  his  name  was  being  men- 
tioned frequently  as  a suitable  candidate  for  presi- 
dent, and  his  demise  was  a serious  loss  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  begun  in 
Chestertown,  where  he  was  born  April  2,  1840, 
and  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  years  in  the 
home  of  his  parents,  James  A.  and  Martha  J. 
Pearce.  After  attending  Washington  College 
for  a time,  he  entered  Princeton  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  i860.  Returning  to  Ches- 
tertown, he  read  law  in  the  office  of  his  father,  at 
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the  same  time  teaching  in  Washington  College. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1862  he  went  4o 
Baltimore  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Brown  & 
Brune.  May  1,  1864,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  then  returned  to  Chestertown,  where  he 
won  instant  success  as  a lawyer.  In  1867  he  was 
chosen  state’s  attorney  and  four  years  later  was 
re-elected,  serving  until  1875.  In  1895  he  was 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  state  senator,  but 
that  year  Maryland  went  Republican  for  the  first 
time  in  thirty  years  and  he  was  defeated,  though 
by  only  a small  majority.  Since  1863  he  has 
been  a vestryman  of  Emanuel  Episcopal  Church 
and  since  1878  has  been  chancellor  of  the  diocese 
of  Easton. 

November  1,  1866,  Judge  Pearce  married 
Eunice,  eldest  daughter  of  Unit  Rasin,  who  for 
many  years  was  a prominent  merchant  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Rasin, 
Cabarre  & Co. , and  at  one  time  president  of  the 
Merchants’  Exchange  of  that  city.  His  wife  was 
Martha  Hanson,  of  Kent  County,  Md.,  a lineal 
descendant  of  John  Hanson,  who  was  president 
of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  November,  1781 , to  November,  1782.  The 
judge  and  wife  have  no  children. 
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(ILLIAM  H.  ADKINS,  attorney-at-law,  is 
one  of  the  influential  professional  men  of 
Easton,  where  he  has  engaged  in  practice 
since  1889.  He  is  director  of  and  counsel  for  the 
Easton  National  Bank,  the  Nickerson  Fertilizer 
Company,  the  Easton  Water  Company,  the 
Easton  Ice  Company,  and  the  Hotel  Avon  Com- 
pany; and  is  counsel  for  the  Baltimore,  Chesa- 
peake & Atlantic  Railway  Company,  the  Work- 
ingman’s Permanent  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion, the  Shannahan  & Wrightson  Hardware 
Company,  the  W.  W.  Tunis  & Brother  Lumber 
Company,  the  Oxford  Savings  Bank,  the  Nor- 
folk Manufacturing  Company,  and  several  other 
corporations.  In  addition  to  other  interests  he 
has  given  considerable  time  to  the  settlement 
and  management  of  his  father’s  estate. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  Isaac  L-  Adkins, 
M.  D.,  who  was  born  in  Milford,  Del.,  February 
9,  1823,  a son  of  Leonard  Adkins,  who  was  for 
many  years,  and  until  the  close  of  his  life,  cashier 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Milford.  Isaac  L. 
was  the  youngest  of  eight  children  and  was  but 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  ofhis  father’s  death. 
He  was  educated  in  the  village  academy,  not 
being  able  to  take  a college  course.  For  four  years 
he  was  employed  in  the  store  owned  by  his 
brothers,  in  his  native  town,  and  afterward,  going 
to  New  York,  he  established  a branch  of  the  grain 
commission  business  of  Brown  & Goodwin,  of 
Philadelphia.  There  he  gave  promise  of  a suc- 
cessful business  career  and  also  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  satisfy  his  thirst  for  knowledge,  frequently 
attending  lectures  and  devoting  many  evenings  to 
study  under  a private  tutor. 

Poor  health,  however,  finally  obliged  him  to 
give  up  his  business  interests.  He  went  to 
Tennessee,  where  he  studied  medicine  with  a 
physician,  and  later  entered  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1848.  Afterward  he  engaged  in  practice 
in  Philadelphia.  In  1849  Asiatic  cholera  visited 
that  city  with  great  fatality.  He  was  appointed 
assistant  surgeon  and  his  plan  of  treatment  proved 
so  satisfactory  that  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  staff,  which  position  he  held  until  the  epi- 
demic was  over.  Overwork  brought  on  a severe 
attack  of  nervous  prostration.  On  his  recovery, 
he  passed  an  examination  and  was  made  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  army,  standing  first 
in  his  class.  He  was  sent  to  Fort  Columbus, 
then  to  Florida  and  later  to  California.  August 
12,  1852,  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Col. 
William  Hughlett,  of  Easton,  Md.  Soon  after- 
ward he  resigned  his  position  in  the  army  and  re- 
moved to  Easton,  where  he  afterward  resided 
upon  a farm.  In  1857  he  was  elected  a director 
of  the  Easton  Bank,  which  in  1865  became  a 
national  bank,  and  in  1869  he  was  chosen  its 
president.  In  social  and  business  life  alike,  he 
had  the  merited  confidence  and  regard  of  the 
community.  In  addition  to  other  interests,  he 
was  president  of  the  Easton  Water  Company  and 
a director  in  the  Permanent  Building  and  L°au 


IX 


346 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Association.  In  St.  Peter’s  Parish  he  held  office 
as  a vestryman.  Politically  he  always  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket,  bnt  refused  to  accept  office. 
At  his  death,  May  io,  1889,  he  left  a large  estate. 

By  his  marriage,  Dr.  Adkins  had  six  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living:  Rev.  Franklin  B., 

rector  of  Spring  Hill  Parish  in  Wicomico  County; 
Mattie  H.,  who  married  Hon.  W.  L.  Henry,  M. 
C.,  from  Cambridge,  Md. ; William  H.;  and 
Virginia  L-,  wife  of  A.  E.  DeReeves,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Md.  Our  subject  was  born  at  Woodland, 
his  father’s  country  residence  near  Easton,  July 
21,  1862,  and  received  his  education  under  private 
tutors,  in  the  Bishop’s  school  of  Easton  and  at 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1882  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  While  in  Baltimore,  in  connection  with  his 
literary  studies,  he  took  a law  course  in  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  also  studied  in  the 
office  of  Machen  & Gittings.  In  1883  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  after  which  he  engaged  in  practice  in 
Baltimore  until  1889.  At  that  time,  his  father 
having  died,  he  returned  to  Easton  to  look  after 
the  settlement  of  the  estate,  and  he  has  since  been 
active  in  the  profession  here.  October  8,  1891, 
he  married  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  the  late  Mor- 
decai  M.  Dawson,  who  was  vice-president  of  the 
Easton  National  Bank,  and  one  of  Easton’s  old- 
est and  most  respected  business  men.  One  child, 
Leonard  D.,  blesses  the  union.  Politically  Mr. 
Adkins  is  a Democrat,  fraternally  a Mason,  and 
in  religious  belief  an  Episcopalian,  being  a member 
of  Christ  Church,  St.  Peter’s  Parish,  of  which  he 
is  a vestryman. 


cJEORGE  C.  SUTTON,  D.D.,  is  the  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  jn  Easton,  Md. , and  has  be- 
longed to  this  diocese  for  the  past  seven 
years.  He  is  a man  of  eminent  ability  and  fine 
scholarship  and  his  heart  is  thoroughly  in  the 
cause  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life.  Since 
coming  here  he  has  instituted  many  important 
changes  in  the  routine  of  the  church  work,  and 


perhaps  the  most  important  is  the  daily  service 
and  the  vested  choir,  both  of  which  innovations 
have  met  with  popular  favor. 

Dr.  Sutton  is  a native  of  England,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Maidstone,  Kent  County,  in 
1848.  His  parents  were  George  C.  and  Martha 
(Hawks)  Sutton,  the  father  a prominent  man  in 
the  commercial  circles  of  his  community.  George 
C.  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  home  dis- 
trict, and  upon  arriving  at  maturity  engaged  in 
business  for  a few  years  with  fair  success.  In 
1871  he  determined  to  seek  a new  home  and 
fortune,  perhaps,  in  America,  and  accordingly 
bade  adieu  to  the  friends  of  his  youth  and  took 
passage  in  an  ocean  steamer  bound  westward. 
Locating  at  first  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  he  re- 
embarked in  business  and  gave  his  energies  to 
financial  affairs  for  several  years.  As  he  could 
spare  the  time  he  diligently  pursued  the  higher 
branches  of  learning  and  gave  particular  atten- 
tion to  theology,  which  had  a special  attraction 
for  his  mind.  March  21,  1877,  he  was  ordained 
deacon  by  Bishop  Whittle,  of  Virginia,  and  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1881,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Thereafter  he  minis- 
tered to  various  parishes  in  Kentucky,  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  In  1890  he  was  placed  in  the 
Easton  diocese  and  occupied  pulpits  in  Kent 
County. 

It  was  in  1893  that  Dr.  Sutton  was  installed  as 
Dean  of  the  Cathedral  of  Easton,  and  under  his 
ministrations  the  congregation  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  numbers  and  interest,  and  every  de- 
partment of  church  enterprise  is  now  in  a flourish- 
ing condition.  The  large  debt  which  encum- 
bered its  usefulness  has  been  cancelled,  and 
various  philanthropic  movements  are  fostered  by 
the  church.  The  doctor  received  his  degree  from 
Washington  College,  of  Chestertown,  Md.  He 
has  written  a good  deal  editorially,  has  published 
sermons  and  two  series  of  papers,  “Notes  on  the 
Collects’’  and  “Sunday  Morning  Thoughts.” 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Sutton  and  Miss  Mary  P. 
Stith,  a native  of  Nottoway  County,  Va.,  was 
celebrated  in  April,  1875.  She  is  a daughter  of 
Putnam  and  Mary  (Epes)  Stith,  who  were  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Nottoway.  Her  girlhood  was 
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passed  quietly  in  her  native  county,  and  her  edu- 
cation was  obtained  from  private  tutors.  Both  by 
nature  and  training  she  is  eminently  fitted  to  be  a 
pastor’s  wife,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a large 
circle  of  acquaintances.  A sister  of  the  doctor 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Drewitt,  an  influential 
minister  in  far-away  Melbourne,  Australia. 


HON.  JAMES  D.  ANDERSON,  of  Deal’s 
Island,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Somerset 
County  and  is  one  of  its  well-known  resi- 
dents. He  is  interested  in  public  affairs  and  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  principles.  For 
four  years  he  held  the  position  of  constable,  and 
later,  for  sixteen  years,  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  1881  he  was  nominated  for  the 
legislature,  but  was  defeated  by  eleven  votes. 
Ten  years  later  he  was  again  a candidate  for 
representative  and  was  elected  by  a majority  of 
three  hundred;  at  his  third  candidacy  in  1895  he 
was  defeated.  Active  in  public  affairs,  he  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
advancing  many  important  measures. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Levin  Anderson, 
was  born  in  Wicomico  County  in  1828  and  about 
1850  came  to  Deal’s  Island,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder  for  a time.  A few 
years  after  he  came  here  he  opened  a general 
store,  in  the  management  of  which  he  continued 
until  1883.  He  then  returned  to  his  trade, 
which  he  has  since  followed.  He  still  makes  his 
home  on  the  island  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of 
fair  health.  When  younger  he  was  active  in 
politics  as  a Democrat.  He  has  been  steward 
and  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  father  was  Gillis  Anderson,  a farmer  of 
Wicomico  County. 

By  the  marriage  of  Levin  Anderson  and  Mar- 
garet Daniel,  eight  children  were  born,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living:  James  D.,  Levin  A., 
Thomas  J.,  George  A.,  Charles  L.  and  Fannie, 
wife  of  Wilbur  J.  Thomas.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  when  forty-six  years  of  age.  Our 


subject  was  born  on  Deal’s  Island  in  1852,  and  re- 
ceived a public-school  education.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  and  three  years  later  commenced  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  which  he  has  since  carried  on. 
For  six  years  he  was  mate  on  the  oyster  police 
boat,  Bessie  Wool  ford.  He  represents  the  Somer- 
set and  Worcester  Fire  Insurance  Company  and 
the  Salisbury  Building  and  Loan  Association. 

In  1873  Mr.  Anderson  married  Sarah  E.  Wil- 
son, daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Wilson,  of  Deal’s 
Island.  Their 'children  are:  Frank,  who  is  at- 

tending school  in  Baltimore;  James  A.,  Barnes 
C.  and  Lizzie.  Fraternally  Mr.  Anderson  is  a 
member  of  the  Shield  of  Honor,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasophs  and  Nanjemoy  Tribe  of  Red  Men, 
in  all  of  which  he  has  passed  the  chairs.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
steward  and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. 


ILLIAM  P.  BENSON.  Practically  the 
entire  life  of  Mr.  Benson  has  been  spent 
within  the  limits  of  Talbot  County,  where 
he  has  many  and  important  interests.  While 
his  special  occupation  has  been  the  building  of 
ships,  his  energies  have  not  been  limited  to  that 
work,  but  have  found  other  outlets  in  the  varied 
vocations  that  go  to  make  up  life  in  a community. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  Oxford  Savings 
Bank  he  has  officiated  as  its  president.  He  is 
also  the  owner  of  a farm,  comprising  one  hun- 
dred acres,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  a portion 
of  his  attention  is  given. 

At  Royal  Oak,  in  the  county  of  Talbot,  Mr. 
Benson  was  born  December  22,  1827.  He  was 
reared  upon  a farm,  but  when  a youth  of  eight- 
een began  to  work  in  a ship  yard  near  Easton, 
where  he  remained  four  years,  meanwhile  gain- 
ing a thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  in  its 
details.  Afterwards  he  followed  his  trade  in 
different  places  until  1855,  when  he  built  his  first 
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ship  at  Jamaica  Point.  He  continued  in  the 
work  from  that  time  forward,  and  soon  gained  a 
reputation  for  reliability  and  skill.  Coming  to 
Oxford  in  1866,  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Col.  Henry  E.  Bateman  and  Nathaniel  Leonard 
in  the  construction  of  ships  and  yachts.  After 
three  years  Mr.  Leonard  withdrew  from  the  firm, 
and  the  business  was  continued  under  the  name 
of  Benson  & Co.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bate- 
man, our  subject  has  since  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness alone.  He  has  built  a number  of  bay 
schooners,  all  of  which  are  reliable  in  workman- 
ship and  substantial  in  build. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Benson  held  the  office  of  coun- 
ty commissioner,  having  been  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion on  the  Republican  ticket.  On  the  same  ticket 
he  was  elected  town  commissioner,  which  position 
he  held  for  fourteen  years.  He  owns  an  interest 
in  three  vessels,  the  Arianna  Bateman,  William 
H.  Meekens  and  the  Treasurer.  The  success 
achieved  in  his  business  has  been  due  entirely 
to  his  own  energy  and  application.  In  youth  he 
was  trained  to  habits  of  perseverance  and  faith- 
fulness, and  these  have  been  important  factors  in 
promoting  his  prosperity. 


ENJAMIN  E.  HARRINGTON  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  Taylor’s  Island, 
Dorchester  County,  and  conducts  a general 
store  in  Parson’s  Creek  district,  in  addition  to 
which  he  owns  thirteen  oyster  boats,  six  of  them 
quite  large  ones.  He  has  been  more  or  less  con- 
cerned in  the  oyster  business  since  he  was  a 
youth,  and  has  made  a comfortable  fortune  from 
this  source.  He  is  very  active  and  enterprising, 
and  possesses  the  ambition  which,  coupled  with 
industry,  usually  brings  success,  sooner  or  later. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  Madison,  a town  in 
this  district,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  July 
6,  1866.  He  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof, 
and  received  a liberal  education.  When  he  was 
eighteen  he  passed  the  required  examinations  and 
was  given  a school  at  Golden  Hill,  of  this  dis- 


trict, and  here  he  taught  during  a period  of  about 
three  years.  Then  he  engaged  in  the  oyster  busi- 
ness at  Cambridge  in  partnership  with  Harring- 
ton Brothers  a twelvemonth  or  thereabout,  and 
since  then  has  owned  and  carried  on  his  general 
supply  store.  He  has  built  up  a large  trade, 
and  by  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  geniality  to- 
wards his  customers  has  made  hosts  of  friends. 
Though  he  is  not  desirous  of  holding  any  kind  of 
public  office,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Heptasophs  of  this  place,  and  is  now  treasurer 
of  the  same,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Shield 
of  Honor  of  Madison.  In  1895  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Fannie  F. , daughter  of  Benjamin  L-  Smith, 
of  Madison,  was  solemnized,  and  the  young 
couple  have  one  child,  a son,  Byron  E. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
John  Harrington,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  when  in  early  manhood.  He 
followed  the  business  of  freighting  on  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  about  four-score  years  old,  was  the 
owner  of  several  vessels  which  steadily  plied  the 
bay.  He  was  a true  son  of  his  adopted  country, 
and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  son, 
John,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was  also  a hero 
of  that  war,  being  placed  on  patrol  duty  along 
the  bay.  He  was  born  in  this  district  and  spent 
his  whole  life  here,  his  occupation  being  that  of 
farming  and  ship-carpentering.  He  was  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
and  was  about  seventy  years  old  when  called  to 
his  reward.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
John  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Harrington,  both 
of  this  county.  The  father  was  born  in  this 
district  May  11,  1824,  and  in  his  youth  was 
a sailor  for  several  years  upon  the  bay.  He 
then  bought  a small  schooner,  which  he  man- 
aged some  five  years,  after  which  he  opened 
a store  and  ship  yard  at  Madison,  and  car- 
ried on  these  enterprises  about  a quarter  of  a 
century,  building  several  boats  in  the  meantime 
and  selling  them.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  he  purchased  a good  farm  near  Madison  and 
has  since  devoted  himself  to  agriculture.  He 
married  Ann  E-,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
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(Woolford)  Thompson,  and  seven  of  their  chil- 
dren lived  to  mature  years.  John  Edward,  a 
well-known  physician  of  Baltimore,  died  when 
but  twenty-six  years  old.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  G.  J.  Smith,  a Methodist  Protestant  minister, 
now  located  in  Long  Island.  William  W.  is  a 
merchant  in  Madison.  Francis  W.  is  a clerk  in 
the  revenue  collector’s  office  in  Baltimore.  Emer- 
son is  principal  of  a seminary  in  Cambridge, 
Md.  Benjamin  E.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth.  Elizabeth  E.  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  For  many  years  the  parents  have  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  the 
father  having  also  served  as  a class-leader.  He 
votes  for  the  nominees  of  the  Democratic  party. 


^HOMAS  LOCKWOOD  DAY,  member  of 
I C the  board  of  commissioners  of  Caroline 
>52/  County,  is  also  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Ridgely,  where  he  embarked  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  1882.  Six  years  later  he  sold  out 
and  turned  his  attention  to  another  industry,  in 
which  he  has  since  engaged,  meeting  with  very 
flattering  results  in  the  undertaking.  This  busi- 
ness is  the  canning  industry,  combined  with 
the  manufacture  of  peach  baskets  and  berry 
crates.  During  the  busy  season  he  gives  employ- 
ment to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  a 
fact  which  indicates  the  size  of  the  enterprise  and 
its  importance  in  the  community. 

The  Day  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  a native  of  Eng- 
land and  an  early  settler  of  Delaware.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  William  Day,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  and  in  that  state  also  occurred  the 
birth  of  the  grandfather,  Rev.  Matthias  Day,  a 
farmer  and  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  youth  William  Day  learned  the 
trade  of  a plasterer,  which  he  followed  for  ten 
years  in  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans.  Later, 
however,  he  settled  in  Caroline  County,  Md., 
where  he  engaged  in  farm  pursuits.  He  married 
Rebecca  Roe,  a native  of  Delaware,  and  five  chil- 


dren were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  three  are 
living,  namely:  Thomas  L. , Emma  and  Will- 
iam P. 

In  the  county  where  he  still  resides  our  subject 
was  born  in  1851.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
remained  there  until  1877,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Henderson,  Md.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  he  was  burned  out  nine 
months  after  beginning  in  the  business.  He 
then  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a conductor  on  a street  car  for  one  year. 
In  1882,  as  already  stated,  he  came  to  Ridgely 
and  opened  a lumber  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1888.  He  was  successful  in  that 
enterprise,  but  discerning  better  prospects  in 
another  line,  he  turned  his  attention  to  his  present 
business.  In  1893  he  was  elected  a commissioner 
of  Caroline  County,  to  serve  for  four  years.  He 
has  also  been  constable,  tax  collector  and  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  second  district.  In  politics 
he  has  always  adhered  to  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  part}-. 

In  1879  Mr.  Day  and  Miss  Catherine  Pastor- 
field,  a native  of  Talbot  County,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Six  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Beulah  W., 
Mattie  and  Mabel.  The  family  attend  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Day  con- 
tributes of  his  means.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Hillsborough. 


■— > 


r— RANCIS  NICHOLS  is  one  of  the  enter- 
|C\  prising  business  and  public-spirited  men  of 
| ' the  fifth  district  of  Caroline  County,  and  in 
his  honor  the  postoffice  of  Nichols  was  named. 
He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  task  of  getting 
the  office  established,  and  it  was  accomplished  in 
1890.  He  also  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  advo- 
cates of  the  new  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
here  and  has  been  very  liberal  in  his  gifts  to  the 
building  and  to  its  support  since  the  structure  was 
completed  in  the  spring  of  1890.  It  is  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federalsburg  Conference. 
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In  1SS0  Mr.  Nichols  was  elected  by  the  Demo- 
crats to  serve  as  a member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  for  two  years  and  he  has  also  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  register  of  voters  four  years  in 
this  district.  In  1889  he  erected  a substantial 
store  building  at  a suitable  point  on  one  of  the 
county  roads  running  from  Fowling  Creek  to 
Federalsburg,  and  since  then  he  has  carried  a 
good  general  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots 
and  shoes,  etc.,  in  short,  such  commodities 
as  are  usually  required  in  a concern  of  this  type. 
He  is  courteous  and  obliging,  and  his  customers 
are  invariably  his  friends. 

James,  father  of  Francis  Nichols,  was  born  in 
the  fifth  district  of  Caroline  County  about  18x3 
and  lived  here  all  his  life.  He  was  quite  success- 
ful as  a farmer  and  was  an  industrious,  God-fear- 
ing man,  whom  everybody  respected.  His  father, 
James  Nichols,  Sr.,  was  also  a native  of  this 
county  and  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  had  five 
children,  of  whom  Senah  married  and  left  three 
sons,  Samuel,  Perry  and  James  A.,  all  of  this 
county;  Robert  left  three  children,  John  W.  and 
Mary,  widow  of  Elisha  Andrew,  residents  of  this 
count}',  and  James  L.,  of  Delaware;  Samuel 
died  unmarried;  Martha  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Stevens,  and  had  one  son,  James,  a resi- 
dent of  Centreville,  Md.;  and  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried William  Christopher  and  left  a large  family. 
Janies  Nichols,  Jr.,  married  Rhoda  Nichols  and 
to  them  were  born  two  sons,  Grenberry,  who 
left  five  children,  and  Silas,  who  had  six  children, 
and  Delia,  wife  of  Enoch  Covey,  of  Easton. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  James  Nichols 
married  Nellie  Sullivan  and  the  following  were 
their  children:  Francis;  Bayard;  Robinson;  Will- 
iam; Amanda,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright,  of  Federals- 
burg; Emma,  Mrs.  Charles  Edgell,  of  thiscounty; 
Ida,  Mrs.  John  Scott;  Ella,  Mrs.  Greenberry 
Griffith,  and  Anna. 

The  birth  of  Francis  Nichols  occurred  in  1849 
upon  the  old  partly  timbered  farm  belonging  to 
his  father  in  the  fifth  district,  and  in  this  vicinity  he 
grew  to  manhood.  After  leaving  the  local  schools 
he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  and  in 
1872  located  near  the  old  family  homestead.  He 
has  cleared  it  of  the  heavy  timber  which  covered 


it  and  now  has  sixty  acres  under  tillage.  He 
erected  a beautiful  house  and  has  made  many 
other  substantial  improvements.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  has  oc- 
cupied all  the  offices  in  the  Federalsburg  Tribe. 
His  marriage  with  Martha,  daughter  of  Perry  D. 
Taylor,  was  solemnized  in  1872,  and  two  sons, 
Clarence  and  Elmer,  were  born  to  them.  The 
latter  died  October  13,  1891.  Mrs.  Martha 
Nichols  passed  away  January  27,  1887,  and  De- 
cember 27,  1887,  Mr.  Nichols  married  her  sister, 
Emily,  a most  estimable  lady,  who  is  universally 
beloved. 


OBERT  K.  JEFFERSON,  M.  D.,  of  F^d- 
eralsburg,  is  a well-known  physician  of  this 
locality  and  is  fully  in  touch  with  the  spirit 
of  progress,  which  is  manifested  as  much  in  this 
profession  as,  perhaps,  in  any  other.  He  is  still 
a young  man  and  has  a most  promising  future 
before  him. 

The  doctor’s  father  was  a most  worthy  and 
respected  member  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He, 
Charles  W.  Jefferson,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Church 
Creek,  Dorchester  County,  in  1831,  his  parents 
being  wealthy  planters.  Having  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland  while  still  quite  young,  he  came  to 
Federalsburg  and  established  himself  in  practice. 
He  became  one  of  the  most  noted  physicians  of 
the  peninsula,  and  was  sent  for  from  far  and  near, 
both  in  consultation  and  in  regular  practice.  He 
was  known  to  be  one  of  the  kindest,  most  liberal 
and  upright  of  men,  and  while  his  friends  were 
legion,  he  had  no  enemies.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  an  Episcopalian.  He  married  Caroline  T., 
daughter  of  Rev.  Robert  E.  Kemp,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Adelia  M. , Caro- 
line, Thomas  O.,  Edith  (wife  of  W.  A.  Mowbray), 
Robert  K.,  Charles  W.,  and  George  H.,  of  Phila- 
delphia. By  a previous  marriage  with  her  sister, 
Sarah  Kemp,  Dr.  Charles  Jefferson  had  a daughter, 
Sarah  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Redhead. 

Born  in  this  county  in  1868  Dr.  R.  K.  Jeffer- 
son is,  as  may  be  seen,  just  in  the  prime  of  early 
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manhood.  He  was  reared  to  adult  years  here, 
and  after  leaving  the  public  schools  went  to  Bal- 
timore, and  graduated  there  from  the  Friends’ 
Academy.  Subsequently  he  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  with  his  father  and  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Maryland  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  class  of  1890.  Return- 
ing home,  he  had  the  invaluable  instruction  and 
training  of  his  senior  for  about  three  years,  or 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1893.  With  such 
a start,  he  has  gone  on  from  success  to  success, 
until  his  career  is  now  assured. 

In  1892  the  doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Roberta  Davis,  one  of  the  brightest  of  the 
young  ladies  of  Federalsburg,  and  daughter  of 
our  respected  citizen,  E.  F.  Davis.  The  young 
couple  are  actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  accordance 
with  his  principles  of  what  is  right  and  best  and 
as  strong  temperance  advocates,  they  are  in  favor 
of  the  Prohibition  party. 


OL.  JAMES  M.  McCARTER,  of  Preston,  is 
a member  of  a family  that  originated  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  His  grandfather,  Arthur 
McArthur,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence 
he  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and 
afterward  rendered  valiant  service  as  a soldier  in 
the  Revolution.  Owing  to  a mistake  in  the  mus- 
ter roll  his  name  was  recorded  McCarter  and  he 
afterward  went  by  that  name,  preferring  the  error 
to  a loss  of  his  service  in  the  great  struggle  for 
liberty. 

James  Mayland  McCarter  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York  in  1822,  being  the  son  of  Samuel 
H.  and  Mary  Jane  (Mayland)  McCarter,  natives 
of  New  York.  He  was  the  second  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  named  as  follows:  Arthur,  who 

was  a machinist  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  but  is  now 
deceased;  John,  also  deceased,  formerly  a ma- 
chinist at  Norristown;  Marshall,  who  resides  in 
that  place;  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Jacob  Boyer,  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa.;  and 
Eliza,  wife  of  Harry  Bainbridge,  of  Philadelphia. 


The  parents  were  earnest  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  and  the  example  of  their 
consistent  lives  was  most  helpful  to  their  chil- 
dren. Soon  after  the  birth  of  their  second  son 
they  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  the  father 
was  employed  as  a machinist  and  builder  of  steam 
engines.  Owing  to  the  cholera  plague  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1832,  he  removed  to  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  and  after  the  scourge  had  passed,  he  settled 
in  Norristown,  Pa.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
machinist  until  his  death,  in  1834.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  in  1864. 

In  boyhood  our  subject  was  a pupil  in  Norris- 
town Academy,  where  he  studied  higher  mathe- 
matics and  the  classics.  Among  his  schoolmates 
there  was  Winfield  Scott  Hancock,  afterwards 
famous  as  a general.  At  ten  years  of  age  he 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Norris- 
town, four  years  later  was  a licentiate  and  when 
less  than  sixteen  was  assigned  as  junior  preacher 
to  the  Philadelphia  circuit,  with  Caleb  Lippin- 
cott.  The  next  year  he  served  as  a supply  011 
the  Strassburg  circuit  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
Rev.  Henry  White  being  his  presiding  elder.  In 
the  spring  of  1842  he  was  admitted  on  trial  in 
the  Philadelphia  annual  conference,  two  years 
later  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Hedding 
and  was  made  an  elder  in  1846  by  Bishop  Morris. 
During  those  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
Elk  Ridge  circuit  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware 
City,  Del.,  and  the  Chestertown  and  Centreville 
circuits  in  Maryland.  The  spring  of  1846  found 
him  in  Seaford,  Del.,  and  in  March,  1847,  he  was 
assigned  to  Smyrna,  in  that  state.  After  leaving 
Smyrna  he  was  at  Duke  Street  Church,  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.,  Port  Carbon,  Asbury,  West  Philadel- 
phia and  St.  Paul’s,  Philadelphia;  West  Chester; 
St.  Peter’s,  Reading;  and  Lebanon,  Pa. 

A biography  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  would 
be  very  incomplete  were  no  mention  made  of  his 
war  record.  From  a child  his  heart  had  always 
been  open  to  the  weak  and  defenseless.  His 
father’s  home  was  the  stopping  place  for  min- 
isters of  every  color  and  creed.  When  he  was 
still  quite  young  he  saw  a slave,  a colored  girl, 
in  Cecil  County,  Md.,  the  first  slave  he  had  ever 
seen,  and  he  afterward  felt,  as  he  said,  “a  great 
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reluctance  to  visit  and  eat  in  homes  where  there 
were  slaves.”  He  was  ever  free  in  the  expression 
of  his  views  on  the  subject,  and  wrote  on  the  sub- 
ject in  Zion' s Herald  of  Boston,  the  Tribune  of 
New  York,  and  other  papers.  In  i860  he  wrote 
the  pamphlet  entitled  “Border  Methodism  and 
Border  Slavery,”  which  created  considerable  agi- 
tation in  the  church  and  the  nation.  Among 
those  who  frequently  attended  his  church,  while 
he  was  in  Lancaster,  was  Hon.  Thaddeus  Stev- 
ens, whose  influence  and  counsel  were  helpful  to 
him. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war,  in  May,  1861,  he 
was  commissioned  chaplain  and  captain  by  Gov. 
Curtin,  and  served  with  the  three  months’  men 
in  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  Sep- 
tember 5,  1861,  he  was  sent  a commission  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  General  Cameron,  who  asked 
him  to  raise  a regiment  for  three  years’  service. 
This  he  did,  and  six  weeks  later  was  mustered  into 
service,  with  one  thousand  and  forty  officers  and 
men, as  colonel  of  the  Lebanon  Infantry,  afterward 
known  as  the  Ninety-third  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try. He  first  saw  the  smoke  of  battle  at  Will- 
iamsburg, Va.,  where  there  was  a hotly  contest- 
ed battle,  and  where  the  conduct  of  his  regiment 
was  most  meritorious.  On  that  field  fifty  of  his 
officers  and  men  were  buried.  At  Fair  Oaks  he 
lost  one  hundred  and  forty  men  and  officers  among 
the  killed,  wounded  and  captured;  and  at  the 
same  battle  two  horses  were  killed  under  him  and 
he  was  thought  to  have  been  fatally  injured, 
being  paralyzed  by  a shell,  but  after  thirty-six 
hours  he  regained  consciousness  and  revived. 
To  this  day,  however,  he  is  still  a sufferer  from 
the  effects  of  the  injury.  At  Malvern  Hill,  Antie- 
tam,  Gettysburg  and  Sharpsburg  he  was  also 
wounded. 

In  October,  1863,  a severe  relapse  into  a semi- 
paralytic condition  forced  Colonel  McCarter  to  re- 
sign his  command,  and  he  was  given  an  honor- 
able discharge  from  duty  in  the  field.  Afterward, 
however,  he  was  in  command  of  the  defenses  of 
Baltimore  at  the  time  of  the  last  Confederate  raid, 
and  then  served  as  provost  marshal  of  Caroline 
and  Dorchester  Counties,  Md. , until  May  10, 
1865.  His  bravery  was  unquestioned,  and  his 


men  were  equally  courageous  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy  on  the  battle  field.  Two  monuments  on 
the  field  of  Gettysburg,  one  marking  the  spot  of 
the  second  day’s  fight,  and  erected  by  the  gener- 
osity of  Mrs.  Dawson  G.  Coleman,  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.;  and  the  other  on  the  spot  of  the  third  day’s 
battle,  and  erected  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
attest  the  meritorious  service  of  the  regiment. 
As  might  be  expected,  the  colonel  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  and  be- 
longs to  the  post  at  Easton. 

Retiring  from  the  ministry  in  1883,  Colonel 
McCarter  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  su- 
pervision of  his  interests,  which  are  quite  import- 
ant, and  include  the  ownership  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land.  While  residing  in  Smyrna 
he  became  a Mason  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  order.  February  24,  1846,  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Kelly,  of  Caroline  County,  Md., 
a most  estimable  lady,  whose  companionship  and 
counsel  were  of  the  greatest  value  to  him,  and 
whose  death  in  Preston  in  1886  was  a deep  be- 
reavement to  the  family.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born  of  their  union.  The  latter, 
Mary  P.,  died  in  girlhood.  James  Edward  grew 
to  manhood,  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  was  proving  himself  to  be  a young  man 
of  unusual  business  ability  when  his  sudden  death 
put  an  end  to  his  earthly  hopes  and  the  ambitions 
which  his  friends  had  cherished  for  him.  The 
only  surviving  son  is  Charles  H. , who  resides  with 
his  father,  and  was  married  December  28,  1887, 
to  Minnie  Brantz,  daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Ander- 
son, of  Talbot  County,  and  has  two  sons,  Ralph 
and  James  Elwood,  both  of  whom  are  most  dear 
to  their  grandfather  in  the  twilight  of  his  days. 

In  1879  Colonel  McCarter  became  a writer  and 
publisher  of  books.  For  several  years  he  was 
senior  member  of  the  Aldine  Publishing  and  En- 
graving Company.  Now  practically  retired  from 
the  activities  of  his  prime,  he  still,  however, 
cherishes  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  en- 
deavors to  support  all  that  is  good  and  true.  He 
is  very  liberal  to  all  causes  that  have  for  their 
object  the  elevation  of  the  human  race.  Natu- 
rally his  donations  are  largest  to  the  particular 
denomination  with  which  he  is  allied.  Among 
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his  recent  donations  to  his  eliureh  was  a tract  of 
land  for  a cemetery,  which  was  given  with  the 
understanding  that  it  shall  be  kept  in  order  and 
its  fences  in  repair  and  that  every  third  lot  shall 
be  for  the  poor.  As  he  approaches  the  evening 
of  his  life,  he  can  look  back  over  his  eventful  past 
without  remorse  and  look  forward  hopefully  to 
the  future,  but  not  distant  day  when  he  may  re- 
ceive the  plaudit  of  his  Lord,  “Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant.” 


AMES  HENRY  DODD,  a large  land-holder 
and  prosperous  farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  was  born  in  this  county  in  1833, 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Phillips)  Dodd, 
who  were  from  representative  old  families  of 
Maryland.  The  grandfather  of  Henry  was 
James  H.  Dodd,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  another  James,  who,  with  his  son  John, 
fought  for  the  rights  of  the  American  colonies  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a man  of  considerable 
means  and  was  prominent  in  his  community. 

Henry  Dodd  was  born  in  this  county  March 
31,  1802,  and  had  but  a common-school  educa- 
tion. He  followed  farming  all  his  life  and  located 
in  the  fifth  district  when  a young  man.  Eater 
he  removed  to  the  sixth,  and  in  1843  came  to 
this  district  again,  settling  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  and  erected  most  of  the 
buildings  upon  the  place.  He  had  but  $300 
when  he  started  out  for  himself,  but  by  con- 
stant, unremitting  labor  became  wealthy,  and, 
at  his  death,  in  the  year  1872,  left  a good 
farm  to  each  of  five  children.  He  was  a very 
conscientious  man,  and  took  life  seriously,  Each 
year,  on  his  birthday  anniversary,  he  would  call 
his  family  together  and  deliver  an  earnest,  im- 
pressive talk  or  lecture,  which  he  has  prepared 
carefully,  and  sometimes  had  written  out.  He 
was  devout,  good  and  just,  and  his  example  was 
one  that  his  children  may  well  be  proud  of  and 
seek  to  follow.  He  had  three  brothers:  John,  a 
farmer;  Thomas,  a farmer  and  merchant;  and 
Alexander,  a mechanic  in  Easton.  His  one  sis- 


ter, Nancy,  lived  with  Thomas,  and  neither  ever 
married,  though  they  were  both  over  seventy 
years  old  at  death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Anna,  daughter 
of  Richard  Phillips,  a farmer  of  this  county.  She 
was  born  in  1812  and  had  two  brothers,  Richard 
and  Thomas,  both  farmers.  Her  only  sister, 
Susan,  became  the  second  wife  of  Henry  Dodd 
and  is  still  living,  being  in  her  eighty-third  year, 
her  home  at  Wye  Mills,  Md.  She  was  the 
mother  of  three  girls:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton M.  Armstrong,  of  Wye  Mills;  Mary,  wife  of 
William  F.  Bailey,  ex-sheriff  of  this  county,  and 
a resident  of  Centreville;  and  Anna,  wife  of  J.  E. 
Bryan,  of  Kent  Island.  There  were  three  sons 
by  the  marriage  of  Henry  and  Anna  Dodd,  viz.: 
James  H.;  John,  who  was  born  August  29, 
1835;  and  Thomas  H.,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 

James  H.  Dodd  grew  to  manhood  here,  and 
came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead  for- 
merly owned  by  his  father  in  1873,  the  year  suc- 
ceeding the  senior’s  death.  He  is  a practical 
farmer  and  business  man  and  is  universally  re- 
spected hereabouts.  December  10,  1886,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  B.  Thomas;  their  only  child  died  when  but 
sixteen  months  old.  Mr.  Dodd  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  preference,  but  has  never  desired  to 
serve  in  a public  capacity.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 


EOEIN  FERGUSON  STAM.  Among  the 
energetic,  enterprising  business  men  of  Ches- 
tertown,  this  gentleman  takes  no  second 
place.  He  is  one  of  her  native  sons,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  every  movement 
promising  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  develop 
the  resources  of  this  place.  His  fine  executive 
ability  and  good  management  of  his  commercial 
affairs  are  frequently  commented  upon,  to  his 
credit,  for  with  it  all  he  is  the  soul  of  honor  and 
uprightness,  his  word  being  held  as  good  as  his 
note. 
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The  father  of  the  above,  John  L.  Stain,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia  about  1803,  and  received 
his  early  training  there.  While  still  young  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  soon  becoming  interested 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  purchased  the  business 
owned  by  B.  F.  Houston.  The  date  of  this  trans- 
action was  about  1850  and  for  the  seven  years 
that  followed  Mr.  Stain  conducted  the  store.  I11 
1867  he  sold  out  to  his  two  sons,  Louis  K.  and 
Colin,  and  thenceforth  lived  a retired  life.  He 
passed  to  his  final  rest  in  1886,  when  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  He  was  a man  of  many  noble  quali- 
ties and  was  held  in  the  greatest  respect  by  those 
who  had  known  him  for  years.  His  wife  was  a 
Miss  Louisa  Ferguson  before  their  union.  Her 
father,  Donald  Ferguson,  was  from  one  of  the  old 
Kent  County  families,  and  a descendant  of  politi- 
cal refugees  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Scottish  rebellion  and  were  in  consequence  obliged 
to  take  up  their  abode  elsewhere.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  finely  educated  in 
the  universities  of  Scotland,  and  was  the  second 
president  of  Washington  College.  His  brother, 
Colin,  was  a very  successful  teacher  of  English 
and  Latin,  and  was  connected  with  the  above  col- 
lege some  time.  The  father  of  John  L.  Stam 
was  John  Rudolf,  a native  of  Germany.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  in  which  he  became  an  officer  of 
note,  and  later  he  dwelt  in  Philadelphia.  The 
only  brother  of  Colin  F.  Stam,  Louis,  died  about 
ten  years  ago. 

July  22,  1846,  the  birth  of  the  subject  of  this 
article  took  place.  He  manifested  unusual  abil- 
ity as  a student  while  still  a mere  lad  and  took  up 
the  higher  branches  in  Washington  College, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1863  with  honors. 
From  his  boyhood  he  worked  for  his  father  in  the 
store,  and  then  learned  every  detail  of  the  busi- 
ness. His  knowledge  has  been  very  useful  to 
him  since  he  entered  the  world  of  commerce  on 
his  own  account,  and  his  added  experience  fur- 
nished the  secret  of  his  prosperity.  He  is  loyal 
to  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Odd  Fellows,  but  aside  from  that  is  not  identi- 
fied with  secret  orders,  as  he  prefers  to  give  his 


time  to  his  business  and  family.  He  erected  a 
very  nice  house  on  the  Avenue  in  1880  and  takes 
much  pride  in  beautifying  and  adorning  the  place. 

October  9,  1877 , Mr.  Stam  married  Annie  H. 
Roberts,  and  they  have  a happy  family  of  seven 
children,  viz.:  Annie  H.,  Louisa  Antoinette,  Lil- 
lian Roberts,  John  Rudolf,  Donald  Ferguson, 
Susie  Roberts  and  Colin  Ferguson,  Jr.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1886  Mr.  Stam  erected  his  present 
fine  store  building,  including  the  opera  house. 
Upon  the  tower  is  a town  clock,  donated  by  the 
citizens,  it  having  the  following  inscription; 
“ Town  bell  and  clock  donated  by  the  citizens  to 
adorn  the  tower  and  endorse  the  enterprise  of  our 
fellow-townsman  in  the  erection  of  Stain’s  hall, 
and  to  warn  us  by  its  solemn  strokes  of  the  flight 
of  time  and  our  approaching  end.  Chestertown, 
Md.,  November  1,  1886.” 

5 — S { — ; 

ILLARD  C.  TODD,  a practical  and  pros- 
perous business  man  of  Caroline  County, 
was  elected  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of 
county  commissioner  in  1895,  his  term  to  run  for 
six  years.  He  is  a very  active  worker  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  a worthy  exponent  of 
its  principles.  Whatever  looks  toward  the  bene- 
fit of  the  great  majority  of  his  fellow-citizens  is 
always  warmly  advocated  by  him,  and  he  can  be 
relied  upon  to  advance  the  good  of  the  public, 
even  to  his  own  loss.  He  has  been  concerned  in 
a number  of  enterprises  within  the  past  few  years, 
and  is  now  operating  a cannery  and  a mill,  also, 
in  addition  to  managing  his  homestead  in  the 
third  district. 

Willard  C.  Todd  is  one  of  nine  children, 
whose  parents  were  Bennett  and  Elizabeth  Todd, 
both  natives  of  this  county.  Three  of  the  num- 
ber are  deceased,  and  those  living  are  as  follows: 
Frank,  Ruth,  Emma,  Willard  C.,  Lewis  N. 
and  Charles  E.  Grandfather  Benjamin  Todd 
was  a native  of  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  and 
was  a large  land  owner  there.  His  father,  Ben- 
jamin Todd,  Sr.,  was  a Scotchman,  and  was  a 
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soldier  in  the  Continental  war  in  America,  for  he 
had  come  to  this  country  some  time  previous  to 
that  struggle.  Bennett  Todd  has  lived  all  his 
life  upon  the  farm  where  Willard  C.  was  born, 
and  though  now  in  his  ninetieth  year,  still  farms 
the  old  homestead. 

The  date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is  June  6,  1855. 
He  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  and  early 
learned  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance 
which  have  been  the  basis  of  his  success  in  later 
years.  He  began  to  cultivate  a farm  of  his  own 
about  1879,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  place 
with  substantial  buildings,  fences,  etc.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  lodge  of  the  Junior  Order  of  Amer- 
ican Mechanics  at  Denton.  A member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Concord,  he  is 
foremost  in  every  good  work  or  charitable  organ- 
ization hereabouts. 

January  28,  1879,  Mr.  Todd  married  Wilhel- 
mina  Willoughby,  and  to  them  were  born  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Bennett, 
Minnie  B.  and  Ulysses  Grant.  They  have  a 
very  pleasant  and  happy  home  and  enjoy  the 
sincere  friendship  of  all  who  know  them. 


HON.  JOHN  CHEEZUM  BARTLETT,  chief 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court  and  an  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Easton,  was  born  May  18, 
1839,  in  Talbot  County,  at  Bloomfield,  the  resi- 
dence of  his  father,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the 
late  James  Dixon.  Upon  both  sides  of  the  house 
he  is  of  honorable  lineage.  His  mother,  Eliza- 
beth, was  a daughter  of  Daniel  Cheezum,  of 
Caroline  County,  and  a sister  of  John  Cheezum, 
at  one  time  a prominent  merchant  of  Easton. 
His  father,  James,  was  a descendant  of  an  old 
and  influential  family  of  Talbot  County,  whose 
history  can  be  accurately  followed  for  two  and 
one- half  centuries.  The  records  of  the  family 
appear  among  the  archives  made  and  preserved 
by  the  Friends  of  the  Tred  Avon  meeting  house. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  America  came  to  this 
county  about  1680,  and  procured  under  patent 


from  the  lord  proprietary  a magnificent  estate  of 
several  thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Tred  Avon  River,  called  Rateliffe. 

The  founder  of  the  family  here  had  three  sons, 
James,  John  and  Thomas,  names  which  from 
generation  to  generation  have  been  preserved  in 
the  family.  To  these  sons  descended  the  three 
plantations,  Bloomfield,  Rateliffe  and  Wakefield. 
The  divisions  and  subdivisions  that  have  been 
made  of  the  estate  make  it  difficult  at  this  late 
date  to  designate  the  ancient  boundaries,  but  the 
names  are  preserved  and  are  as  well  known  now 
as  they  were  in  the  seventeenth  century,  still 
serving  to  designate  parts  of  the  former  family 
possessions.  James  Dixon,  who  married  the 
sister  of  Judge  Bartlett’s  father,  resided  at  Bloom- 
field until  his  death  and  the  homestead  is  now 
occupied  by  his  sons,  William  and  Isaac.  Rat- 
cliffe  was  owned  by  Hon.  R.  C.  Holliday,  ex- 
secretary of  state;  and  Wakefield  was  the  home 
of  Thomas  B.  Baker. 

Judge  Bartlett  represents  the  fifth  generation 
in  direct  descent  from  Thomas,  the  original  set- 
tler here.  When  he  was  two  years  of  age  his 
parents  purchased  and  removed  to  Cottage  Mills, 
in  Trappe  district,  where  his  father  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  farming  and  the  milling  business. 
When  he  was  old  enough  to  enter  school  he  was 
sent  across  the  Tred  Avon  to  attend  the  public 
school  near  Miles  River  Ferry  with  the  Dixon 
boys.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  sent  to  a 
Friends’  boarding  school  in  Baltimore  County, 
where  he  received  the  advantages  of  a thorough 
academic  education.  This  school  (Milton  Acad- 
emy) gained  considerable  celebrity  under  the 
guidance  of  Emerson  Lamb  and  now,  under  the 
management  of  E.  Parsons,  still  maintains  a high 
reputation.  Two  years  were  profitably  spent  in 
the  school,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the 
young  student  returned  to  Talbot  County. 

The  family  of  which  Judge  Bartlett  is  a mem- 
ber consists  besides  himself  of  three  brothers, 
Robert,  James  and  Edward,  and  two  sisters, 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Richard  Kent,  of  Oakland, 
Cal.,  and  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Wilson,  of 
Dover,  Del.  The  father  of  the  family  died  in 
1865,  while  the  mother  died  in  1893.  John  C. 
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was  the  executor  of  the  estate,  after  the  settle- 
ment of  which  he  took  possession  of  the  farm  in 
connection  with  the  mills,  and  there  resided  for 
nine  years.  He  became  by  practical  experience 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  milling  business 
and  gained  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
best  millers  in  the  state.  As  a farmer,  also,  he 
has  been  equally  scientific  and  successful.  Like 
his  ancestors  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Society  of  Friends.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Federalist,  then  a Whig 
and  now  a Republican.  In  1895  he  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  chief  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court,  having  previously  filled  two  terms  of  four 
years  each  as  associate  judge. 

In  1865  Judge  Bartlett  married  Matilda  J., 
daughter  of  John  Woodall,  of  Kent  County,  Del., 
and  in  1874  he  purchased  Clifton  from  his  father- 
in-law.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  There 
were  born  to  his  marriage  five  sous  and  one 
daughter,  James,  Thomas,  John,  George,  Fred 
and  Pauline.  James,  born  October  6,  1866,  was 
for  ten  years  an  employe  of  Dixon,  Bartlett  & 
Co.,  owning  an  interest  in  the  business.  He 
was  also  a graduate  of  the  Maryland  Law  School. 
While  on  a trip  south  he  was  suddenly  taken  ill 
and  returned  home,  where  he  died  July  17,  1893. 
His  manliness  and  nobility  of  character  won  him 
many  friends,  and  his  memory  is  cherished  by 
all  to  whom  he  was  known.  Thomas,  the  second 
son,  is  employed  in  the  Easton  National  Bank. 
John  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  George 
is  a farmer  and  assists  in  the  management  of  the 
homestead.  Fred  is  employed  as  cashier  in  Hotel 
Luray,  Atlantic  City,  and  in  December  took  an 
extensive  trip  to  South  America.  Pauline  is 
with  her  parents. 


ROF.  HENRY  TONKIN.  Though  inter- 
ested in  various  enterprises,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  for  years  given  the  principal 
share  of  his  time  and  thought  to  the  profes- 
sion of  a teacher,  and  in  it  he  has  met  with 
success.  Since  1868  he  has  been  principal  of 


the  public  schools  of  Millington.  At  the  time 
of  accepting  the  position  he  had  but  one  assistant. 
Since  then  the  school  house  has  been  enlarged 
and  three  teachers  are  now  employed.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  work,  he  is  also  secretary  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  of  Millington,  in  the 
organization  of  which  in  1883  he  bore  a promi- 
nent part.  Besides  other  interests,  he  buys  and 
ships  peaches  and  other  fruits  and  is  also  a sur- 
veyor. 

Professor  Tonkin  was  born  September  4,  1840, 
in  St.  Agnes,  Cornwall,  England,  which  was  also 
the  native  place  of  his  parents,  Henry  and  Jane 
(Thomas)  Tonkin.  His  father,  who  was  a min- 
ing superintendent,  came  to  America  about  1849 
and  engaged  in  mining  in  Montgomery  and 
Chester  Counties,  in  Pennsylvania.  Later  re- 
moving to  North  Carolina,  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  gold  mines  in  Gaston,  and  there  his 
death  occurred  in  1862,  when  he  was  fifty-two 
years  of  age.  His  wife  passed  away  when  forty 
years  of  age,  leaving  two  children,  Henry  and 
Emma,  but  the  latter  died  at  fifteen  years  of  age, 
so  that  our  subject  is  now  the  sole  representative 
of  his  family.  He  was  about  eight  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this  country, 
and  his  early  life  was  passed  in  Pennsylvania  and 
North  Carolina.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  Grovemout  Seminary, 
in  Phoenixville,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
completed  the  course  of  study  at  the  age  of 
twenty. 

As  a teacher  Professor  Tonkin  began  his  career 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  taught  for  a year. 
Later  he  had  charge  of  a school  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County  for  two  years  and  for  a similar  period 
officiated  as  principal  of  the  Millington  Academy. 
Then  turning  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, he  carried  on  a general  store  for  two  years. 
On  selling  out  the  store,  he  again  entered  upon 
educational  work,  and  since  1868  has  been  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  schools  of  Millington.  Besides 
his  work  as  instructor  he  has  other  interests,  as 
already  enumerated.  In  political  views  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  not  active  in  the  party.  During 
the  existence  of  the  lodge  he  was  connected  with 
Eureka  Lodge  No.  98,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he 
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was  at  one  time  master.  Identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  holds  office  as 
secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  is  also  secre- 
tary of  the  Sunday-school. 

The  first  wife  of  Professor  Tonkin  was  Rosa- 
mond Jennings,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, and  died  in  Millington  February  12,  1887. 
In  religious  faith  she  was  a Methodist.  The  five 
children  born  of  this  union  are  named  as  follows: 
Charles  Henry,  a bookkeeper  employed  in  Mid- 
dletown, Del.;  Mary  E. , wife  of  William  H.  Rash, 
who  resides  in  Wilmington,  Del.;  Rosanna,  wife 
of  Samuel  Irwin,  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  Howard 
J.  and  Arthur  E. , at  home.  In  1892  Professor 
Tonkin  married  Miss  Catherine  R.  Moffett,  of 
Millington,  and  they  have  one  son,  Henry  Moffett. 


EV.  CHARLES  A.  HILL  is  the  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Easton, 
Md.,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  ministerial  work.  He  is  an  earnest, 
forcible  speaker,  and  his  logical,  clearly  pre- 
sented arguments  carry  conviction  to  the  minds 
of  his  hearers.  His  life  is  one  of  quiet,  zealous 
endeavor  to  advance  Christianity  and  make  it  a 
vital,  living  thing  to  the  people  who  come  within 
his  influence.  He  was  assigned  to  the  pulpit  he 
now  occupies  two  years  ago  and  will  therefore 
remain  here  about  a like  period,  in  all  proba- 
bility. 

The  birth  of  Rev.  C.  A.  Hill  took  place  in 
Centreville  Md.,  November  30,  1856.  After 
leaving  the  district  schools  he  prepared  himself 
for  college  in  the  William  A.  Reynolds  Classical 
Institute  of  Wilmington.  In  1876  he  graduated 
from  Dickinson  College  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts.  I11  March  of  the  following  year  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  and  was  appointed  junior 
pastor  on  the  Camden  circuit  by  Rev.  John 
Hough,  presiding  elder  of  the  Dover  district.  A 
year  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  Wilmington 
conference.  In  1878  he  was  in  Bridgeville;  in 
1879  he  was  in  Princess  Anne;  in  1880-81  in 
Kings  Creek;  1882  in  Sassafras;  1883  in  Epworth; 


in  1884-86,  Cherry  Hill;  1887-90  in  Centreville; 
1891-95  in  Salisbury,  and  since  then  he  has  been 
located  here.  Mr.  Hill  is  a Knight  Templar 
Mason  and  is  prelate  of  this  commandery. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hill  married  Caroline,  daughter 
of  the  late  Thomas  C.  Cruikshank,  of  Cecil 
County,  Md.,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them.  Caroline  C.  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Charles  Westcott  and  Thomas  Cruikshank 
are  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Hill  was  born  and 
reared  to  womanhood  in  Cecil  County,  and  is  a 
lady  of  good  education  and  many  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  that  endear  her  to  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  She  is  an 
earnest  assistant  to  her  husband  in  his  noble 
work  of  uplifting  mankind,  and  her  womanly 
sympathy  is  ever  extended  toward  the  unfortu- 
nate. 

Unquestionably  much  of  the  training  in  effect- 
ive Christian  work,  which  was  one  of  the  favor- 
ing circumstances  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  was 
bestowed  upon  him  by  his  revered  father.  The 
senior  Charles  Hill  was  born  in  Dagsborough, 
Del.,  February  14,  1822,  and  was  not  enabled  to 
obtain  a college  education.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Philadelphia  conference  in  1845,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  among  the  pastorates  which  he  held  in 
his  busy  life  in  the  ministry,  covering  a period  of 
forty-seven  years:  Cambridge,  Accomac  circuit, 
Northampton  circuit,  Salisbury,  Snow  Hill,  Cam- 
bridge (again),  Accomac  circuit  (again),  Cen- 
treville, Easton;  Smyrna,  Del.;  Asbury  Church, 
Wilmington;  Nazareth  Church,  Philadelphia; 
Mariners’  Bethel,  in  the  same  city;  Port  Deposit; 
Asbury  Church  for  the  second  time;  Union,  Wil- 
mington; Port  Deposit  a second  time;  Asbury 
Church  again;  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Wilmington 
and  Elkton,  Md.  He  was  presiding  elder  of  the 
Easton  district  in  1876-80,  and  was  again  honored 
by  being  made  presiding  elder  of  the  Wilming- 
ton district  from  1883  to  1887.  For  years  he  was 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Stewards,  also  of  the 
Church  Extension  Board,  secretary  of  the  mission- 
ary society,  and  was  chairman  of  the  chartered 
fund.  Thrice  he  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the 
general  conference,  in  1872,  1880  and  in  1884. 
His  wife  was  Susan,  a daughter  of  Hezekiah  P. 
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Westcott.  She  was  born  in  Virginia  and  is  still 
living,  now  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  The  father 
died  June  22,  1892.  Of  their  seven  children  five 
grew  to  maturity,  viz.:  Margaret,  wife  of  Rev. 
R.  C.  Jones;  Anna,  wife  of  Henry  C.  Downward, 
of  Wilmington,  Del.;  Charles  A.,  Alexina  and 
Mary. 


ISAAC  H.  WRIGHT,  one  of  the  worthy  old 
citizens  of  Dorchester  County,  comes  from  a 
family  that  has  been  independently  well-off 
and  influential  during  their  long  residence  within 
the  boundaries  of  this  county.  Its  members 
have  been  noted  for  public  spirit  and  for  their 
successful  business  characteristics,  and  to  this 
list  our  subject  has  been  no  exception.  He  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
and  has  extensive  financial  interests  in  this  county. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
being  a past  master,  and  is  very  popular  in  his 
lodge,  belonging,  as  he  does,  to  that  in  East  New 
Market. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  review  was  Isaac  Wright,  born  in  this  county 
jn  1763,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm  during  his  whole  mature  life. 
He  died  here  in  1850,  aged  eighty-seven,  leaving 
three  sons  to  perpetuate  his  name:  William,  now 
of  Delaware;  Isaac  H.,  and  John  N.,  who  is 
carrying  on  the  old  home  place.  There  were  also 
three  daughters:  Celia  married  Dr.  Shipley;  Ann 
M.  married  William  T.  Vickers;  and  Harriet  mar- 
ried Hon.  Daniel  Fields,  of  Caroline  County. 

A native  of  Northwest  Fork  district,  Dorchester 
County,  born  February  18,  1826,  Isaac  H.  Wright 
has  been  acquainted  with  the  various  duties  of  agri- 
culture from  his  earliest  recollections.  He  became  a 
thorough  and  practical  farmer  before  reaching  his 
majority  and  had  then  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
later  career  of  success.  Little  by  little  he  invested 
what  funds  he  could  accumulate  in  land  and  at 
this  time  he  owns  about  one  thousand  acres  of 
improved  property,  suitable  for  the  raising  of  all 
kinds  of  cereals  and  market  produce.  His  own 
place  is  a beautiful  one,  its  fine  trees  especially 


arousing  admiration  in  the  mind  of  the  passer-by. 
His  comfortable  home  is  provided  with  all  of  the 
necessities  and  many  of  the  so-called  luxuries  of 
life,  and  the  numerous  books,  magazines  and  pa- 
pers with  which  the  inmates  are  surrounded 
speak  well  for  their  literary  taste.  They  are 
people  of  marked  intellectual  attainments,  and 
are  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  information. 

February  17,  1853,  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wright  and  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Craft  was  solem- 
nized in  this  county.  She  has  been  a true  friend 
and  companion  to  her  husband,  sharing  his  sor- 
rows and  joys  with  womanly  fortitude  and  cheer. 
They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased;  those  living  are:  Anne,  wife 
of  Thomas  Lackey;  Carrie,  wife  of  Eugene  Ross; 
May,  wife  of  Dr.  Lewis  Morris;  Fred,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  May  Houston;  Hattie,  Lillian  P.  and 
Harry  M.,  at  home.  Both  parents  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  are  generous  con- 
tributors to  its  support,  as  they  are  to  all  charities 
which  come  within  their  field  of  work.  Politically 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker,  as  he  has  found  his  time  fully  occu- 
pied in  attending  to  his  own  business  affairs. 


(cjTEWART  MATHEWS.  The  last  ten  years 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Mathews  were  spent  in  the 
iVJ  fourth  district  of  Kent  County,  where  he  in- 
dustriously devoted  himself  to  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  valuable  farm.  Within  the 
limits  of  his  place  there  were  comprised  about 
three  hundred  acres,  most  of  which  he  put  under 
excellent  tillage.  The  property  is  situated  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  district,  sufficiently  near 
Chestertown  to  afford  every  advantage  which 
proximity  to  a town  can  give. 

A native  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Mathews  was  born 
in  Newcastle  County  December  12,  1840,  and 
grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm,  gaining  a prac- 
tical knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits  that  was 
afterward  of  inestimable  value  to  him.  In  i860 
he  came  to  Maryland  and  settled  in  Kent  County, 
where  with  his  father  he  cultivated  a farm  in 
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the  second  district.  His  earnings  were  economi- 
cally saved,  with  a view  to  purchasing  farming 
property.  In  1881  he  bought  the  farm  in  the 
fourth  district  where  the  subsequent  years  of  his 
life  were  busily  passed  in  the  occupation  with 
which  he  was  most  familiar.  There  his  death 
occurred  April  n,  1891,  when  he  was  fifty  years 
of  age. 

January  13,  1869,  Stewart  Mathews  and  Hen- 
rietta Sutton  were  united  in  marriage.  Of  their 
union  nine  children  were  born,  namely:  Susan 

E. ; Mary  L.,  wife  of  J.  W.  S.  Jones,  of  Chester- 
town;  James  S.,  Thomas  A.,  Stanley  W.,  Her- 
bert M.,  Annie  S. , Ettie  L,.  and  Helen  M.,  all  of 
whom  reside  with  their  mother  excepting  the 
second  daughter.  Mrs.  Mathews  was  born  in 
Kent  County  November  20,  1844,  and  has  spent 
her  entire  life  here.  By  her  kind  disposition  and 
energy  of  character  she  has  won  many  friends 
among  her  acquaintances.  In  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  she  takes  a deep  in- 
terest and  to  it  she  gives  practical  assistance. 
The  property  which  she  inherited  at  the  death  of 
her  husband  she  personally  superintends,  and, 
assisted  by  her  children,  maintains  the  high  char- 
acter of  improvements  instituted  by  her  husband. 


HON.  HENRY  CLAY  DODSON.  Doubtless 
no  resident  of  St.  Michael’s  has  been  more 
closely  identified  with  its  business  interests 
or  more  intimately  connected  with  public  affairs  of 
Talbot  County  than  has  the  subject  of  this  article. 
A leader  in  the  Republican  party  of  his  locality, 
he  has  been  elected  to  many  positions  of  high 
honor,  in  all  of  which  he  has  acquitted  himself 
ably  and  with  marked  efficiency.  He  has  repre- 
sented the  district  in  the  general  assembly  three 
terms,  and  in  November,  1897,  was  elected  state 
senator,  to  which  position  he  will  undoubtedly 
bring  the  same  force  of  character  and  fidelity  to 
his  constituents  characteristic  of  him  in  every 
office. 

In  the  house  in  St.  Michael’s  that  for  genera- 
tions had  been  the  home  of  the  family,  Henry 


Clay  Dodson  was  born  October  5,  1840.  For 
more  than  a hundred  years  his  ancestors  resided 
on  the  bay  side.  The  records  can  be  traced  back 
to  Thomas  Dodson,  who  was  born  presumably  in 
this  neighborhood,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  His  son  Robert  was  born  in 
St.  Michael's,  and  spent  his  entire  life  upon  a 
farm  here,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  fol- 
lowed the  water.  For  some  years  he  was  a com- 
missioner of  the  village.  In  religion  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  death  occurred  when  he  was  sixty-six. 

Capt.  William  Dodson,  son  of  Robert,  and 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  St. 
Michael’s  in  1786,  and  was  a sailor  by  occupation. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  commanded  one  of 
the  barges  under  Commodore  Barney,  and  also 
had  charge  of  the  battery  on  Parrott’s  Point  that 
successfully  repelled  the  attack  of  the  British  on 
that  town  in  1813.  He  was  a brave  man,  a gal- 
lant soldier  and  defended  American  interests 
before  the  British  attacks.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  a Methodist.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Capt.  Robert  A.  Dodson,  was  born  and  reared 
in  this  place,  and  for  many  years  sailed  on  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  becoming  the  owner  of  several 
sailing  vessels  and  running  a packet  line  on  the 
bay  between  St.  Michael’s  and  Baltimore.  Under 
the  administration  of  President  Grant  he  was 
postmaster  at  St.  Michael’s.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hester  A.  R.  Keithley,  and  was 
born  in  Baltimore. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  entered  a 
drug  store  in  Easton,  Talbot  County,  where  he 
began  to  learn  the  drug  business.  Afterwards  he 
was  employed  in  the  drug  store  of  H.  F.  Byrne, 
in  St.  Michael’s,  whose  business  he  bought  in 
i860  and  successfully  conducted  until  1880,  when 
he  sold  out.  In  order  to  advertise  his  business, 
in  1866  he  established  a paper,  which  he  called 
“The  Comet,’’  and  this  he  conducted  about  a 
year,  then  sold  it.  In  1861,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Lincoln,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  St.  Michael’s,  which  position  he 
held  until  1875,  when  he  resigned,  having  been 
elected  to  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland.  In 
the  session  of  1876  he  took  an  honorable  and  act- 
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ive  part,  and  again  in  1886  was  elected  to  the 
assembly  and  re-elected  in  1896,  being  the 
representative  from  this  district  until  elected  to 
the  state  senate  in  1897.  For  several  terms  he 
was  town  commissioner  of  St.  Michael’s.  In 
1889  he  was  appointed  deputy  revenue  collector 
of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  districts,  which 
comprised  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  two 
counties  of  Virginia,  under  Collector  F.  Snowden 
Hill,  and  this  position  he  held  for  four  and  one- 
half  }^ears. 

In  1861  Mr.  Dodson  married  Miss  Maggie  A. 
McCarty,  of  Easton,  who  died  the  following  year. 
In  1864  he  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  B.  Hahn,  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa. 
Six  children  were  born  of  their  union,  but  three 
are  deceased.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Russell  S. 
Dawson,  of  Norfolk,  Va,  Henry  Clay,  Jr.,  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  drug  business. 
Hannah  is  with  her  parents.  In  1894  our  sub- 
ject and  his  son  fitted  up  a drug  store  in  St. 
Michael’s  and  have  since  conducted  a drug  busi- 
ness. Our  subject  also  owns  a large  brick  yard, 
which  he  has  operated  for  twenty-five  years.  In 
the  establishment  of  St.  Michael’s  Savings  Bank 
he  was  a prominent  factor  and  has  been  its  presi- 
dent since  the  date  of  organization.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Granite  Lodge  No.  177, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  St.  Michael’s,  in  which  he  is 
past  master.  He  is  a member  of  Bayside  Lodge 
No.  66,  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  St.  Michael’s,  in  which 
he  has  been  district  deputy  for  several  years. 
Reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  has  for  years  been  a member  of  the 
denomination,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


RANCIS  J.  BARNES  has  resided  in  Somer- 
set County  since  1875  and  upon  his  present 
farm  at  Lower  Trappe,  Princess  Anne  dis- 
trict, since  1893.  He  is  the  owner  of  large  tracts 
of  land  lying  in  Somerset  and  Worcester  Coun- 
ties, his  possessions  aggregating  some  two  thou- 
sand acres,  and  besides  the  management  of  this 


property  and  its  cultivation  he  has  also  specula- 
ted to  some  extent  in  land,  his  ventures  meeting 
with  success.  Reared  in  the  Democratic  faith  he 
saw  no  reason  to  change  his  opinion  on  reaching 
mature  years  and  has  always  adhered  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party.  He  assists  in  the  support  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  his  fam- 
ily attend. 

The  Barnes  family  originated  in  England. 
Thomas  Barnes,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Worcester  County  and  was  a farmer 
throughout  his  entire  life,  dying  about  1820.  Our 
subject’s  father,  James  A.  Barnes,  was  born  in 
Worcester  County  and  engaged  in  farming;  also 
for  ten  years  was  proprietor  of  a general  store  at 
Pocomoke  City  (then  known  as  Newtown).  Asa 
Whig  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  while 
in  religious  belief  he  was  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as  a 
trustee.  He  died  when  seventy-four  years  of  age. 
His  first  wife  was  Sarah  A.  Q.  Adams,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Mitchell  Adams,  who  commanded  a com- 
pany in  the  Mexican  war.  Her  six  children  are 
all  living:  Emily  S.,  wifeofW.  M.  Schoolfield,  of 
Pocomoke  City;  Francis  J.;  Alfred  T.,  of  Poco- 
moke City;  Adial  P.,  an  attorney  at  Snow  Hill; 
Mary  S.,  widow  of  Samuel  Schoolfield;  and  Clar- 
ence F.,  living  in  Worcester  County.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  at  fifty-five  years,  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she 
had  long  been  an  earnest  member. 

I11  Worcester  County,  where  he  was  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1839,  our  subject  grew  to  manhood, 
upon  a farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  left 
the  home  of  his  father  and  settled  upon  a farm 
near  by  where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
for  nine  years.  In  1875  he  came  to  Somerset 
County  and  for  nineteen  years  cultivated  the 
Stewart  farm,  which  he  owns,  after  which,  in 
1893,  he  removed  to  his  present  home  at  Lower 
Trappe.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Sarah  A.  Merrill,  who  died  childless. 
Afterward  he  married  Emily,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Langford,  who  was  a well-known  citizen  of 
Somerset  County,  and  died  here  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  She  was  one  of  five  children  born  to 
the  union  of  Benjamin  Langford  and  Mary  A. 
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Gibbons,  the  others  being  Lizzie,  now  the  widow 
of  William  Passwalters;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  William 
Ross;  Amanda  J.,  Mrs.  M.  L-  Porter;  and  Sarah 
E.  The  mother  of  these  daughters  died  when 
sixty-one  years  of  age.  The  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  namely:  Benjamin  J.,  who  resides  in 
Princess  Anne  district;  M.  Blanche,  Frank  U., 
Emma  M.,  Lena  A.  and  Nettie  E.,  who  are  with 
their  parents. 

— — 4- — s * — 4— — 

OSEPH  M.  PARVIS.  The  family  repre- 
sented by  this  influential  citizen  of  Centre- 
ville  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
history  of  Delaware  from  a very  early  period  in 
its  settlement,  and  its  members  have  contributed 
their  quota  to  the  development  of  the  material  re- 
sources of  the  state.  The  grandfather  of  Joseph 
M.  was  Thomas,  a son  of  Joseph  Parvis.  He 
was  born  in  Delaware  in  1800,  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  the  infirmities  of  age  rendered 
manual  labor  impossible.  The  place  which  he 
owned  and  cultivated  was  situated  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Caroline  County,  and  there  he  died  in 
1881.  In  local  affairs  he  was  an  influential  factor, 
and  his  name  was  connected  with  manjr  plans  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  L.  Parvis, 
was  born  in  Delaware  in  1827  and  in  early  man- 
hood engaged  in  teaching  school,  but  later  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  and  fruit-raising.  He 
was  a pioneer  in  the  peach  industry  and  his  fruit 
farm  was  one  of  the  finest  for  miles  around.  In 
the  political  affairs  of  the  day  he  took  an  interest 
and  was  a local  leader  in  the  Democratic  party. 
His  death  occurred  in  September,  1865.  Twice 
married,  by  his  first  wife  he  had  a son,  William 
Parvis,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Ches- 
ter River  Steamboat  Company  for  twenty  years. 
His  second  marriage  united  him  with  Susan  Nor- 
ris, a native  of  Caroline  County,  where  her  father, 
Martin  Norris,  was  also  born.  She  is  a descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Norris,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  or  the 


earlier  portion  of  the  eighteenth,  being  one  of 
seven  brothers  to  come  from  England,  all  of 
whom  settled  on  the  Western  Shore  excepting 
one,  who  established  his  home  in  Caroline  County. 
She  had  two  brothers,  Dr.  John  C.  Norris,  for 
years  a prominent  physician  of  Philadelphia,  and 
William  H.  Norris,  a farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  At  this  writing  (1897)  she  is  fifty-nine 
years  of  age,  and  resides  at  Ingleside,  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  making  her  home  with  a son, 
Preston. 

On  the  family  homestead  in  Caroline  County, 
Md. , the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  March 
25,  1865.  When  a boy  he  attended  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  the  farm 
and  secured  a position  in  a store  at  Ingleside  as 
clerk,  but  two  years  later  commenced  to  teach 
school  and  afterward  followed  that  occupation  for 
some  time.  When  he  w7as  twenty-four  he  Was 
elected  surveyor  of  Queen  Anne's  County,  which 
office  he  held  for  four  years.  In  1893  he  was 
made  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  in  1895  was  re-elected  to  the  office,  which  he 
still  holds.  In  the  local  affairs  of  the  Democratic 
party  he  maintains  a deep  interest  and  is  quite 
influential.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masons  and  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  officially 
identified  with  the  local  lodges  of  both  organiza- 
tions, being  senior  deacon  of  Centreville  Lodge 
No.  180,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  past  chancellor  of 
Rathbone  Lodge  No.  118,  K.  of  P. , which  is  said 
to  be  the  best  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 


““DWARDS  REED  BURNESTON,  M.  D., 
^ deceased,  was  the  oldest  physician  in  Dor- 
_ , Chester  County,  in  point  of  years  of  active 
practice,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  12,  1897.  He  had  been  located  in 
Lake  district  for  a period  of  thirty  j^ears,  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  this  region. 
He  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  served  under 
Grant’s,  Hayes’,  Garfield’s  and  Arthur’s  adminis- 
trations as  postmaster  of  Lakesville,  in  this  dis- 
trict. He  uiadea  good  record  both  for  himself  and 
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party  friends,  and  at  all  times  he  was  deeply  con- 
cerned in  all  matters  bearing  upon  the  general 
welfare.  As  a citizen,  friend  and  physician,  as 
a father,  husband  and  son  he  was  loyal,  kind  and 
faithful,  and  in  his  loss  the  entire  community  is 
stricken  and  bereaved.  He  was  a sincere  Chris- 
tian, a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  aud  true  to  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
science in  every  particular. 

Dr.  Burneston  was  of  Irish  descent,  his  pater- 
nal ancestors  having  come  to  Maryland  from  the 
Emerald  Isle  at  an  early  day.  Both  his  great- 
grandfather and  his  grandfather  bore  the  given 
name  of  Isaac.  The  latter  spent  his  whole  life  in 
Baltimore  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  men  who 
introduced  looms  for  weaving  into  this  state.  He 
operated  a large  and  successful  mill  called  the 
Washington  Factory,  where  all  kinds  of  cloth 
for  domestic  trade  were  manufactured.  The  father 
of  the  doctor  was  William  R.  Burneston,  a native 
of  Baltimore  and  a farmer  by  occupation  during 
part  of  his  life,  the  remainder  being  devoted  to 
merchandising.  His  death  took  place  in  1872, 
when  he  was  seventy -two  years  of  age,  his  own 
and  the  century’s  birth  having  occurred  about 
the  same  time.  He  was  a Whig  many  years,  but 
subsequently  he  allied  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  married  in  early  manhood,  Matilda, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  of  Baltimore. 
She  died  in  1863,  leaving  eleven  children,  only 
four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Henry  Clay; 
Ellen,  wife  of  R.  H.  Ridgely;  Matilda;  and  Lucy, 
wife  of  Frederick  Dutton. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Burneston  took  place  July 
11,  1821,  in  Baltimore,  and  in  that  city  his  boy- 
hood was  passed.  He  entered  the  public  schools 
there  when  he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age,  and 
later  pursued  his  studies  in  Abingdon  Academjq  of 
Harford  County,  Md.,  in  Baltimore  College  un- 
der J.  H.  Prentice,  and  Mount  Hope  College.  In 
1839  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  with 
Thomas  A.  Norris  & Son,  and  continued  with 
that  firm  about  three  years.  About  1847  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  in  the  University  of 
Maryland,  graduating  therefrom  in  the  class  of 
1850.  Two  years  later  he  settled  in  Lake  dis- 
trict and  practiced  here  until  seven  years  had 


rolled  away,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  city. 
In  1862  he  was  appointed  United  States  Surgeon 
under  Josiah  Simpson,  and  for  eight  months  was 
engaged  in  hospital  work  at  Point  Lookout.  He 
then  joined  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Maryland 
Volunteers  as  regiment  surgeon,  in  June,  1864, 
and  served  for  one  hundred  days  in  that  capacity. 
In  1867  he  resumed  practice  in  this  district,  and 
from  that  time  forward  was  a permanent  resident 
here,  and  thoroughly  identified  with  the  prosper- 
ity of  this  community.  A few  years  ago  he  com- 
manded the  largest  and  most  remunerative  prac- 
tice of  any  physician  hereabout,  but,  as  age  crept 
on,  he  gave  up  some  of  his  patients  to  younger 
and  more  active  members  of  the  profession.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  belong- 
ing to  Tribe  No.  89,  of  this  place;  was  one  of  the 
Senior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  and  of  the 
alumni  association  of  the  University  of  Mary- 
land. 

In  1844  the  doctor  married  Lucy  P.,  daughter 
of  George  and  Mary  (Miriam)  Gillingham,  of  an 
old  family  of  Baltimore.  Four  children  were 
born  to  the  doctor  and  his  estimable  wife,  viz. : 
William  N.,  a resident  of  Baltimore;  Matilda, 
Mrs.  James  Webster;  Lucy  B.,  Mrs.  James  S. 
Wheatley;  and  Nellie,  wife  of  Samuel  H.  Wood- 
land, of  Baltimore.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


OBERT  PATTON  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Caroline  County,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1833.  Trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  he  grew  to  a sturdjq  robust  man- 
hood. I11  early  maturity  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Amelia,  daughter  of  Isaiah  C.  Blades, 
who  was  one  of  Caroline  County’s  good  business 
men.  Mrs.  Amelia  Patton  died,  leaving  two 
children,  Orlando  and  Emily,  Mrs.  John  Blades. 
The  second  wife  of  Robert  Patton  was  Sarah 
E.  Trice,  daughter  of  Samuel  Trice  and  an  estim- 
able lady,  whose  death,  September  18,  1881,  wasa 
deep  bereavement  to  the  family.  She  left  two 
children,  Matthew  and  Lydia. 
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The  family  occupies  a beautiful  home  at  Ameri- 
can Corners,  Caroline  County,  and  Mr.  Patton 
owns  several  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which  he 
has  accumulated  by  his  own  exertions,  though  a 
portion  fell  to  him  by  inheritance.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
party.  He  has  served  as  supervisor  of  elections 
and  in  other  local  positions.  In  religious  con- 
nections he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  contributes  liberally  to 
the  support  of  the  same. 


HRISTOPHER  C.  LLOYD,  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Lloyd,  Blaine  & Co.,  of  Poco- 
moke  City,  Worcester  County,  has  been  in 
the  drug  business  for  the  past  forty-one  years, 
being  the  first  to  establish  a drug  store  in  what 
was  then  known  as  Newtown,  in  the  year  1856. 
He  was  postmaster  from  1857  to  1861.  I11  the 

year  1880  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county  and 
was  also  collector  of  state  and  county  taxes  for 
1880  and  1881.  He  was  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  commissioners  when  the  name  of  New- 
town was  changed  and  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  Pocomoke  City. 

Mr.  Lloyd  is  a son  of  Robert  G.  and  Mary 
Lloyd  and  was  born  at  Lloyd  Landing,  Talbot 
County,  Md.,  March  10,  1832.  His  father  dying 
soon  thereafter,  his  mother  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Trappe,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  young  manhood.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic school  until  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  entered 
the  general  store  of  Mullikin  & Dickinson,  re- 
maining with  them  two  years,  then  spent  three 
years  with  Goldsborough  & Dawson  in  Easton. 
Returning  to  his  native  village,  he  entered  the 
drug  and  general  store  of  Kemp  & Lloyd  and 
after  three  years  with  them  removed,  as  above 
stated,  in  1856  to  Newtown.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged continuously  in  the  drug  business  (with 
the  exception  of  two  years)  forty-three  years,  as 
clerk  and  principal.  Three  years  of  this  period 
were  spent  on  a farm  near  town.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  the  fertilizer  business  for  several  years 


with  Messrs.  E.  B.  Freeman  and  F.  H.  Dryden. 
He  and  Mr.  Dryden  were  also  partners  for  three 
years  in  the  drug  business,  the  present  firm  of 
Lloyd,  Blaine  & Co.  being  organized  about  1890, 
and  is  composed  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  F.  J.  Lloyd,  his 
son,  and  P).  I.  Blaine. 

He  is  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Pocomoke 
City  National  Bank,  one  of  its  directors  and  a 
member  of  the  discount  committee.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Heptasophs  and 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  is  a commu- 
nicant of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
has  been  a vestryman  and  warden  for  thirty 
years,  also  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school. 

In  1859  Mr.  Lloyd  married  Miss  Annie  G.  Mc- 
Master,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  S.  S.  McMaster, 
and  they  have  had  eight  children,  who  in  order  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Annie,  wife  of  William  S. 

Dickinson;  Mollie,  wife  of  E.  B.  Freeman;  Sam- 
uel, who  is  engaged  in  the  fertilizer  and  lumber 
business  with  Mr.  Freeman  in  Norfolk;  Bertha 
J.;  Francis  J.,  and  Edgar  L-,  teller  in  the  Poco- 
moke National  Bank;  and  two  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 


AMES  T.  SYLVESTER  is  a successful  farmer 
of  the  third  district  and  enjoys  the  high  es- 
teem and  regard  of  all  who  know  him  or 
have  ever  had  any  dealings  with  him,  whether 
in  a social  or  business  way.  He  bears  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a man  of  his  word,  upright  and 
just  toward  his  neighbors  and  friends  and  strictly 
honorable  under  all  circumstances.  He  owns 
and  carries  on  a valuable  homestead  of  some 
ninety  acres,  which  is  improved  with  comfortable 
farm  buildings  and  a pretty  residence.  He  is  not 
much  of  a politician,  but  votes  at  elections,  his 
favorite  party  being  the  Democratic  organization. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David 
Sylvester  by  name,  was  a native  of  Caroline 
County  and  followed  farming  as  a means  of  ob- 
taining a livelihood.  John  W.,  father  of  J.  T. 
Sylvester,  was  also  born  and  reared  in  this 
county,  and  became  a well-to-do  farmer  and  land 
owner.  He  died  when  only  fifty- eight  years  of 
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age,  just  as  he  had  reached  a period  when  he 
might  begin  to  take  life  more  easily,  as  he  had 
a competence  for  his  declining  years.  He  had 
married  in  early  manhood  Sarah  E.  Williams, 
who  bore  him  four  children,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  named  respectively,  John  T. , James 
T. , Charles  H.  and  Sallie  C.  The  mother,  who 
was  also  a native  of  this  county,  died  when  about 
forty-five  years  of  age. 

James  T.  Sylvester  was  born  October  i,  1849, 
upon  his  father’s  old  farm,  and  from  his  early 
years  has  been  accustomed  to  the  labor  and  pleas- 
ures of  rural  life.  He  attended  the  district  school, 
and  there  mastered  the  three  “R’s”,  and  after- 
wards, by  private  reading  and  observation,  ac- 
quired ample  learning  for  the  practical  realities  of 
his  business  life.  October  2,  1875,  he  married 
Sarah  M.  Pippin,  of  this  county,  who  died,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Bettie  C.  In  October,  1882,  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Sylvester  and  Clementine  Noble 
was  solemnized.  They  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased,  while 
those  living  are  Charles  W.  and  Martin  B.  The 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  December  6, 
1895.  She  was  a devoted  Christian,  and  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HRISTIAN  B.  KRUSEN.  The  deserved 
reward  of  a well-spent  life  is  an  honored  re- 
tirement from  business,  in  which  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  former  toil.  To-day,  after  a useful 
and  beneficial  career,  Mr.  Krusen  is  quietly  living 
at  his  pleasant  home  in  Still  Pond,  Kent  County, 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  which  earnest  labor 
has  brought  to  him.  He  is  one  of  its  prominent 
citizens,  winning  this  place  by  superior  ingenuity, 
mechanical  skill  and  business  ability,  through 
which  he  was  able  to  build  up  a large  and  profit- 
able business.  The  story  of  the  founders  of  this 
nation  and  of  the  Revolutionary  forefathers  is 
interesting,  not  only  from  a historical  standpoint, 
but  also  as  a source  of  inspiration  and  encourage- 
ment to  others.  Yet  we  need  not  look  to  the 
past;  the  present  furnishes  many  examples  worthy 


of  emulation  in  the  men  who  have  risen  through 
their  own  efforts  to  positions  of  prominence  in 
professional,  political,  mercantile  and  industrial 
circles.  To  this  class  belongs  Mr.  Krusen. 

He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  in 
1834,  and  belongs  to  a family  of  German  origin, 
which  was  founded  there  as  early  as  1728,  its 
members  having  principally  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  aided  the  colonies  in  their  struggle  for 
independence  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
his  brother,  Garrett  Krusen,  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  John  Krusen,  our  subject’s  father, 
also  a native  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  fol- 
lowed the  mason’s  and  plasterer’s  trade  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  E. 
Bosb3rshell,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  but 
only  three  sons  are  now  living,  namely:  Christian 
B.;  Gustavus  B.,  a resident  of  California;  and 
Henry,  of  Kent  County,  Md.  The  father  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Christian  B. 
Krusen  was  reared  and  educated,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  began  learning  the  wheelwright’s  and 
carriagemaker’s  trade,  which  he  successfully  fol- 
lowed throughout  his  business  career.  In  1857 
he  removed  to  Kennedyville,  Md. , where  he  con- 
ducted a shop  until  1861,  spent  the  following  two 
years  in  Urieville,  and  1864  and  1865  he  spent  in 
Chestertown.  In  1866  he  came  to  Still  Pond, 
and  in  connection  with  work  at  his  trade  he  also 
added  the  undertaking  business  in  1871,  success- 
fully carrying  on  both  until  1895,  when  his  son 
William  H.  took  charge  of  the  shops  and 
business. 

In  1859  Mr.  Krusen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Conner,  a native  of  Kent  County, 
Del.,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children: 
Emma,  wife  of  Joseph  Wilson,  of  Oxford,  Pa.; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Henry  S.  Lawton;  GustavusB., 
an  undertaker  of  Vineland,  N.  J.;  Nellie;  Virma- 
della,  and  Benjamin  and  William,  twins,  the 
former  now  a resident  of  Philadelphia. 

Being  a strong  temperance  man,  Mr.  Krusen 
gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the  Prohibition 
party,  has  been  a delegate  to  various  county  con- 
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ventions,  and  has  been  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  county  commissioner  and  member  of  the 
house  of  delegates.  He  and  his  family  are  active 
and  prominent  .members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee 
and  steward  for  several  years.  The  success  of 
his  life  is  due  to  no  inherited  fortune,  or  to  any 
happy  succession  of  advantageous  circumstances, 
but  to  his  own  sturdy  will,  steady  application, 
tireless  industry  and  sterling  integrity.  He  is  a 
pleasant,  genial  gentleman  of  high  social  qualities 
and  is  very  popular,  having  an  extensive  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  genuine  worth. 

— — '•  ®£«-C-V- — < — f— — 

H.  C.  LEGG  is  an  able  representative  of 
the.  bar  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  has 
attained  to  a prominent  place  among  his 
professional  brethren  by  reason  of  firm  devotion 
to  his  clients’  interests,  his  careful  preparation  of 
his  cases,  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
his  ability  to  apply  its  principles  to  the  points  in 
litigation. 

Mr.  Legg  was  born  on  Kent  Island,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  June  2,  1868,  and  is  a son  of 
William  Henry  Legg,  who  was  born  on  Kent 
Island  in  1832.  His  father,  John  C.  Legg,  was 
an  Englishman  by  birth  and  received  a grant  of 
land  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  from 
the  crown.  He  became  a very  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  this  county,  was  the  owner 
of  a line  of  steamboats  and  also  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, conducting  his  affairs  so  as  to  win 
a high  degree  of  success.  William  H.  Legg  fol- 
lowed farming  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  and  was  also  editor  of  the  Denton  Journal , of 
Denton,  Caroline  County,  for  four  years,  from 
1872  to  1876.  He  then  returned  to  Kent  Island, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  farming. 
His  active  interest  in  the  political  situation  of  the 
state  and  his  ability  to  efficiently  perform  any 
service  entrusted  to  him  led  to  his  election  to 
various  positions  of  honor.  When  only  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 


district  in  the  state  legislature  and  served  in  that 
capacity  for  seven  terms,  his  last  term  being  in 
1894.  He  was  the  author  of  the  oyster  law 
which  has  done  so  much  to  protect  the  owners  of 
oyster  beds,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  develop  and 
encourage  that  industry,  which  is  now  a very 
important  one  in  the  business  life  of  the  county. 
He  has  also  served  as  deputy  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  June,  1894,  he  was  appointed 
to  a position  in  the  internal  revenue  office  in  Bal- 
timore, where  he  served  with  marked  fidelity  to 
the  interests  entrusted  to  his  care  until  October 
1,  1897.  He  still  retains  his  residence  in  Centre- 
ville,  and  throughout  this  part  of  the  state  he 
is  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  married 
Marietta  Cook,  a daughter  of  Clinton  Cook,  a 
prominent  attorney  and  old-line  Whig,  who  served 
both  in  the  house  and  senate  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Legg  have  been 
born  four  children,  Etta  C. , Maggie  S.,  Clintonia 
and  the  subject  of  this  review. 

J.  H.  C.  Legg  spent  his  early  life  on  Kent 
Island,  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
graded  schools  on  Kent  Island.  He  was  after- 
ward a student  in  Charlotte  Hall,  in  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Md.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Balti- 
more City  College  on  the  completion  of  a law 
course  in  1889.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  Baltimore,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  associated  with  David 
Stewart.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
came  to  Centreville,  where  he  opened  an  office 
and  has  since  engaged  in  business.  He  has  been 
connected  with  much  of  the  important  litigation 
heard  in  the  courts  of  the  county  since  that  time 
and  his  clientage  is  extensive.  His  legal  learn- 
ing is  comprehensive  and  accurate,  his  arguments 
are  logical,  his  oratory  persuasive,  forceful  and 
convincing. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1896,  Mr.  Legg  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Eliason,  a 
daughter  of  G.  W.  Eliason,  and  in  Centreville 
they  have  a wide  acquaintance  among  the  best 
people,  who  delight  to  share  the  hospitality  for 
which  their  home  is  justly  celebrated.  In  his 
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political  affiliations  Mr.  Legg  is  a Democrat.  He 
has  served  as  counsel  to  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners for  three  years  and  has  been  counsel 
for  the  village  corporation  since  locating  here. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  is  a member  of  Centreville  Lodge  No. 
180,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity,  and  is  a prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zen, deeply  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  and  improvement  of  the  county. 


gjAMUEL  L.  TULL,  who  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  unusually  long  period  of 
QJ  thirty- three  years  in  Tull’s  Corner,  Somerset 
County,  comes  from  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  this  place,  and  owns  a tract  of  land  which  has 
been  cultivated  by  several  generations  of  Tulls. 
On  this  old  homestead  the  birth  of  our  subject 
took  place  in  the  year  1826,  here  his  youth 
and  prime  of  manhood  have  been  passed,  and  here 
he  hopes  to  spend  the  declining  days  of  his  life. 

Samuel  Tull,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  a farm,  adjoining  that  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  a farmer  and  merchant  and  was 
also  engaged  to  a considerable  extent  in  the 
transportation  of  cargoes  by  ship  from  point  to 
point.  He  owned  several  vessels  which  car- 
ried freight  to  and  from  the  West  Indies,  and, 
in  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  West 
Indian  trade  from  these  shores.  He  died  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  when  there  on  a business  trip, 
and  was  then  but  fifty-three  years  of  age.  His 
father,  Thomas  Tull,  was  a life-long  farmer  of 
Brinkley’s  district.  The  wife  of  Samuel  Tull  was 
a Miss  Caroline  Miles  before  their  marriage. 
They  had  a family  comprising  eight  children,  of 
whom  S.  L-  is  the  only  survivor.  Mrs.  Tull  died 
when  only  forty-seven  years  of  age.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion, while  her  husband  was  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Samuel  L.  Tull  has  always  been  interested  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  had  the  responsi- 
bility of  operating  his  farm  since  he  arrived  at 


man’s  estate.  His  father  died  when  the  son  was 
an  infant  and  the  mother  died  about  1835.  At 
that  time  he  was  but  nine  years  of  age,  and  the 
homestead  came  to  him  by  inheritance.  He  has 
been  connected  with  merchandising  to  some  ex- 
tent and  was  also  concerned  in  the  oyster  fisheries 
for  a few  years,  during  which  time  he  was  master 
of  the  vessel  which  he  sailed.  His  farm  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  seven  acres,  in  the  origi- 
nal tract.  He  has  always  used  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party  candidates. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  his 
family  are  also  identified  with  the  congregation. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Tull  and  Miss  Catherine 
Gunby,  sister  of  Dr.  Gunby,  was  celebrated  No- 
vember 25,  1853.  They  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Those  living  are  as  follows:  Alonzo  E.;  S.  Ash- 

ton; Edward  W.;  Stella  K.,  wife  of  W.  A.  Tull; 
Fannie  B.,  wife  of  A.  Davis;  Minnie,  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel S.  Horsey;  Rowland;  Frank  H.;  Gordon, 
a state’s  attorney  and  rising  young  lawyer  of 
Princess  Anne;  Olive  M.,  Mrs.  R.  Whittington; 
Carrie  L-,  Mrs.  Aden  Davis,  and  Clifford. 


y/|ATTHEW  PATTON.  The  years  that 
Y have  elapsed  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Patton 
(9  have  not  dimmed  his  memory  in  the  hearts 
of  those  to  whom  he  was  dear.  His  was  an  in- 
dustrious, useful  life,  and  his  energy  was  re- 
warded by  the  accumulation  of  a valuable  prop- 
erty. He  was  the  owner  of  a farm  lying  in  the 
fourth  district  of  Caroline  County,  upon  which  he 
spent  the  period  of  his  life  between  his  marriage 
and  his  death,  giving  his  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land. 

Born  in  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  in  1806,  Mr. 
Patton  was  a son  of  Matthew  and  Lydia  (Barrett) 
Patton,  natives  of  Delaware.  He  was  one  of 
three  sons,  his  brothers  being  Robert,  who  died 
unmarried,  and  Barrett,  who  left  a large  family 
at  his  death.  Matthew  was  reared  in  Dorchester 
County,  whence  in  early  manhood  he  came  to 
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Caroline  County,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cabinet-maker  in  Denton.  In  1832  he  married 
Martha,  daughter  of  John  Rumbold,  who  died  in 
Caroline  County  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
She  was  one  of  five  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows:  James  B.,  who  died  in  Talbot  County, 
leaving  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
Perry  G.  Stevens;  Elizabeth,  Eeah  and  Mary, 
the  latter  now  ninety  years  of  age.  The  Rum- 
bold  family  is  of  English  descent. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  consisted 
of  four  children,  namely:  Robert,  Emily,  James 
B.  and  Eydia.  Emily  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  H.  F. 
Willis,  of  Preston,  and  has  two  children:  Mary, 
widow  of  J.  B.  Clark,  of  Delaware;  and  Harry  M., 
who  is  a physician  of  Pocomoke  City,  Md. 
Lydia  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Todd,  of  the  fourth 
district.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton 
was  solemnized  in  Federalsburg,  after  which  they 
settled  upon  a farm  in  the  fourth  district.  Here 
his  death  occurred  in  1883,  and  upon  the  same 
place  his  widow  lived  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  October  14,  1897,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  James  B.  Mr.  Patton  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  was  also  his 
wife.  He  was  a sincere  Christian  gentleman,  who 
stood  well  in  his  community  and  had  a host  of 
warm  personal  friends.  Not  many  of  those  of 
his  own  age,  or  but  little  his  junior,  are  still  living. 
The  most  of  the  number,  once  so  active  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  have  passed  to  the  shore  of  that 
great  unknown.  But  those  still  surviving  re- 
member him  as  a man  of  energy,  industry  and 
a high  sense  of  honor. 


qJ  FORGE  PERRY  JONES,  M.  D.,  is  well 
known  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  East  New 
Market,  where  he  resides,  but  throughout 
the  entire  Eastern  Shore,  and  his  reputation  as  a 
physician  is  so  high  that  he  is  often  called  in  con- 
sultation with  physicians  at  points  many  miles 
from  his  home.  For  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession he  equipped  himself  by  a thorough  course 
of  training,  and  in  the  years  of  his  active  practice 


he  has,  by  study  and  observation,  as  well  as  by 
experience,  kept  pace  with  the  constant  advance 
made  in  the  science  of  medicine.  He  graduated 
in  1865,  and  four  years  later  opened  an  office  in 
East  New  Market,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

A native  of  the  neighboring  county  of  Wicom- 
ico, born  October  19,  1838,  Dr.  Jones  is  a son 
of  Hon.  Samuel  B.  D.  and  Maria  S.  (Jones) 
Jones,  the  former  a member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture of  1846  and  a man  of  prominence  in  his  da}-. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Levin  D.  Jones. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  I.  Jones,  was 
born  in  Wicomico  County,  where  he  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a contractor  and  builder.  He  erected  all  the 
public  buildings  in  Princess  Anne,  Somerset 
County.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a com- 
missioned officer,  holding  the  same  rank  as 
Zachary  Taylor.  In  his  family  there  were  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Isaac  D.,  perhaps  the 
most  noted  of  these,  was  an  influential  public 
man,  and  for  a time  held  office  as  attorney-general 
of  Maryland.  The  daughters  were  Sarah  B.  and 
Susan,  Mrs.  Algernon  Dashiell,  of  Wicomico 
County.  His  ancestors  were  of  Welsh  origin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  only 
child  of  his  parents,  was  given  the  finest  educa- 
tional advantages  the  state  afforded.  He  studied 
for  a time  in  Washington  Academy.  Later  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Maryland,  where  he  took  the  complete 
course  of  lectures,  graduating  in  1865.  His 
first  location  was  in  Dorchester  County,  and 
here  he  has  since  remained,  having  been  a resi- 
dent of  East  New  Market  since  1869.  He  has 
a large  practice,  covering  much  of  the  country 
around  the  village.  The  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  treatment  of  difficult  and  intricate 
diseases  has  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of 
the  people  among  whom  he  has  dwelt  for  so 
many  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  and  takes 
an  interest  in  every  project  for  the  advance  of 
his  profession,  as  well  as  in  those  more  general 
measures  advocated  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Improved 
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Order  of  Heptasophs  and  the  Masonic  order, 
having  become  a Knight  Templar  Mason. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Jones,  which  took  place 
November  27,  1867,  united  him  with  Miss 

Willianana,  daughter  of  Col.  George  E.  Austin, 
of  Dorchester  County.  The  children  born  of 
their  union  are  named  as  follows:  Samuel,  who 
holds  the  office  of  postmaster  at  East  New 
Market;  Bruce,  Edward,  Maria,  Georgia  and 
Mary. 


APT.  CHARLES  S.  CARMINE  is  the 
owner  of  a beautiful  homestead,  lying  along 
the  banks  of  the  Choptank  River,  on  the 
Caroline  County  side,  near  Preston,  in  the  fourth 
district.  His  residence  stands  upon  an  elevation 
and  commands  a fine  view  of  the  river,  a pretty 
and  well-kept  lawn  running  down  to  the  water’s 
edge.  Some  thirty-three  years  ago  the  captain 
purchased  this  property,  which  comprises  over 
three  hundred  acres,  and  he  personally  superin- 
tends and  assists  in  the  cultivation  of  the  place. 
He  has  made  a great  many  substantial  improve- 
ments here  during  the  time  it  has  been  in  his 
possession,  and  it  bears  little  resemblance  to  its 
former  condition. 

The  birth  of  Captain  Carmine  occurred  soon 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  Charles  Carmine, 
in  1831.  His  mother,  Sarah,  was  a daughter 
of  William  Waddell,  and  her  family  consisted 
of  two  sons,  the  other  being  George,  who  grew 
to  manhood  here  and  married,  but  went  to  the 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
died  there  of  a malady  contracted  in  that  un- 
healthful place.  He  had  no  children. 

The  boyhood  of  the  captain  passed  pleasantly 
enough  in  the  usual  pursuits  of  farmer  lads,  his 
home  being  upon  the  very  property  which  he 
now  owns  here.  When  he  was  fifteen  he  tried  no 
longer  to  resist  the  fascinations  of  ‘life  on  the 
ocean  wave,”  and  shipped  on  board  a vessel  ply- 
ing the  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  He  followed 
this  local  sailing  for  about  fifteen  }^ears,  when, 
becoming  more  ambitious,  he  purchased  a vessel 
and  was  his  own  master  and  navigator  during  the 


eight  years  succeeding,  on  frequent  trips  to  the 
West  Indies  and  to  South  American  ports.  He 
was  very  fortunate  in  his  ventures,  and  bought 
and  sold  large  cargoes  of  tropical  fruit,  returning 
south  with  various  merchandise.  In  1864  he  de- 
termined to  settle  down  and  wander  no  longer, 
and  invested  some  of  his  funds  in  the  beautiful  farm 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to.  He 
has  not  given  much  thought  to  political  affairs, 
preferring  to  be  quite  independent  of  party  lines. 
He  is  a Mason,  and  in  former  years  was  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows’  society  and  with  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

A strong  factor  in  determining  the  gallant 
captain  to  relinquish  his  life  on  the  high  seas 
was  doubtless  a certain  Miss  Mary  E.  Farqua- 
harson,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1864.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest,  George  C. , is  now  a lieutenant  in  the 
revenue  service,  and  has  traveled  to  all  parts  of 
the  world  in  pursuance  of  his  duties.  He  was 
married  in  California.  Fred,  the  second  son,  died, 
leaving  a widow  and  two  daughters,  Amelia  and 
Hilda,  to  mourn  his  loss.  Emiline,  the  only 
daughter  of  the  captain,  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Benson,  of  Pocomoke  City,  Md. 

— — ? — s e — 4— — 

OBERT  H.  JONES  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Somerset  County  and  is  a leading  resi- 
dent of  Fairmount  district,  where  he  was 
born  in  1819,  being  one  of  the  six  children  of 
Thomas  and  Martha  (Handy)  Jones.  He  was 
but  a child  when  his  father  died,  and  therefore 
from  an  early  age  he  has  been  dependent  on  his 
own  exertions  for  a livelihood.  Instead  of  being 
a misfortune,  however,  this  developed  within  him 
traits  of  energy,  industry  and  perseverance,  to 
which  qualities  his  success  may  be  attributed. 

In  1842  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Evans,  an  estimable  lady,  who 
died  in  July,  1874.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Jones, 
wffiorn  he  married  in  1875,  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L. 
Tull,  widow  of  Dr.  J.  Emory  Tull.  One  child 
has  been  born  to  bless  this  union,  a son,  Robert 
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H.,  Jr.,  who  is  being  given  excellent  educational 
advantages,  and  is  now  a student  in  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University. 

Though  beginning  for  himself  without  capital, 
Mr.  Jones  has  by  industry  worked  his  way  forward 
to  a position  among  the  successful  men  of  his  coun- 
ty. He  is  the  owner  of  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  and  also  has  a beautiful  resi- 
dence in  the  village  of  Upper  Fairmount,  where 
he  makes  his  home.  The  property  he  has  accu- 
mulated represents  his  unaided  efforts  and  proves 
that  he  is  a man  of  good  business  judgment  and 
sagacity.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contribute  regu- 
larly to  its  maintenance,  as  well  as  to  other  chari- 
table projects. 

In  matters  relating  to  politics,  Mr.  Jones  was 
for  many  years  a stanch  adherent  of  Democratic 
principles,  always  voting  the  party  ticket.  How- 
ever, within  recent  years  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  ruin  wrought  by  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  and  he  has  become  an  ardent  Pro- 
hibitionist. For  many  years  he  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  county  school  board,  in  which 
position  he  has  materially  assisted  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  schools  of  the  county. 


IUEIAM  H.  CECIL.  With  the  political 
affairs  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  probably 
none  of  its  citizens  is  more  closely  identi- 
fied than  Mr.  Cecil,  of  the  sixth  district.  He  is 
a politician  in  the  best  sense  of  that  ofttimes 
abused  word.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  inter- 
ested in  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  and  the  prosperity  of  the  county,  and  he 
has  kept  himself  well  posted  concerning  the  issues 
before  the  people  to-day.  After  having  held 
other  offices  with  fidelity,  in  1893  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  for  a term  of  six 
years,  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  re- 
sponsible position. 

The  Cecil  family  is  among  the  best  known  on 
the  Eastern  Shore.  It  was  founded  in  America 
by  Martin  Cecil,  a native  of  England,  who  settled 


in  Caroline  County  and  fought  with  the  patriots 
in  the  Revolution.  His  son,  John,  took  part  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  was  wounded  in  one  of  the 
battles.  The  latter’s  son,  Martin,  who  was  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Caroline 
County,  from  which  he  removed  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  settling  upon  a farm.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Pingfield,  of  Caroline 
County.  His  death  occurred  in  1878  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1890.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  following 
survive:  Thomas,  whose  home  is  in  the  third 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Catherine,  the 
widow  of  Captain  Riggins,  of  Centreville;  Will- 
iam H. ; Charles,  of  Queenstown;  Susan,  who  is 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Cahill,  of  Prices,  Queen  Anne’s 
County;  and  Walter. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  near  Bridgetown,  Caro- 
line County,  William  H.  Cecil  was  born  January 
8,  1840.  He  attended  the  public  school  during 
the  winter  months  when  he  was  a boy  and  in  the 
summer  worked  for  his  father.  In  early  manhood 
he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  which  has 
been  his  occupation  in  life.  In  1877  be  purchased 
the  Royester  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
lying  in  the  northern  part  of  the  sixth  district, 
and  here  he  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  also  gives  some  attention  to 
the  operation  of  the  sawmill  he  owns. 

The  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  receive 
the  stanch  support  of  Mr.  Cecil.  Upon  that 
ticket  he  was  elected  tax  collector  for  the  dis- 
trict, holding  the  office  for  two  years.  In  1880 
he  was  chosen  county  commissioner,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  six  consecutive  years,  and  then, 
after  an  interval  of  two  years,  was  again  elected 
for  another  term.  In  1893  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  county  clerk,  where  he  has  since  ren- 
dered satisfactory  service.  He  selected  as  his 
deputy  Lemuel  Dumbracco,  formerly  county 
clerk,  who  has  had  an  experience  of  twenty  years 
in  the  office,  of  which  he  has  general  charge. 
Mr.  Cecil  is  a genial,  energetic  man,  quick  to 
grasp  a situation  or  opportunity,  keen  in  business 
transactions,  and  honorable  in  every  dealing. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Cecil,  Marietta  Hand, 
widow  of  William  H.  Holland,  a native  of 
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Queen  Anne’s  County,  died  in  1880,  and  of 
her  nine  children  but  two  are  living,  namely: 
Henry,  a resident  of  Queenstown;  and  Bessie, 
who  is  at  home.  His  present  wife,  whom  he 
married  December  16,  1890,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Anne  Downs,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  William. 


RANCIS  A.  BARTLETT,  whose  postoffice 
address  is  the  village  of  Carmichael,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  is  the  proprietor  of  a valu- 
able farm  in  the  fifth  district,  not  far  distant  from 
the  picturesque  Little  Wye  River.  For  nearly 
half  a century  he  has  been  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Wye  Mills, 
and  his  standing  is  deservedly  high  among  the 
citizens  of  this  community.  He  has  not  made  the 
acquisition  of  wealth  his  main  object  in  life,  as 
too  many  do  nowadays,  but  desires  first  to  do  his 
whole  duty  toward  God  and  his  fellow-men. 

Born  in  Caroline  County,  Md. , on  New  Year’s 
Day,  1828,  our  subject  is  a son  of  Elisha  and 
Sarah  (Price)  Bartlett.  Their  other  children 
were  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  John  W.  Plum- 
mer, of  Talbot  County;  Rheuelma,  wife  of  J.  K. 
Skinner,  of  Wye  Mills,  and  Rebecca  and  Matthew, 
who  both  died  unmarried.  The  Bartletts  were 
among  the  earliest  families  to  settle  permanently 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  the  birth 
of  Daniel,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  occurred  in 
Caroline  County,  Md.  From  generation  to  gen- 
eration they  have  been,  as  a class,  given  to  the 
quiet  pursuits  of  a pastoral  life,  and  have  been 
noted  for  their  honor,  industry  and  strict  integ- 
rity. 

F.  A.  Bartlett  passed  his  early  years  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmers’  boys,  part  of  his  time 
devoted  to  work  and  the  remainder  to  play  and 
school.  It  was  in  1859  that  he  removed  to  this 
county,  and  since  that  date  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  cultivation  of  this  portion  of  the  district. 
He  is  now  owner  of  a place  of  thirty  acres,  all 
under  good  cultivation.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  connected  with  the  Prohibition  party, 


being  a strong  believer  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, and  desiring  to  see  the  question  assume  a 
national  bearing. 

In  1852  a marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
in  Caroline  County  by  which  the  fortunes  of  Mr. 
Bartlett  and  Martha  J.  Stack  were  united.  After 
her  death  he  married  Deborah  Dyott,  of  Kent 
County,  Md.  The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Bartlett 
was  formerly  L.  S.  Stauffer,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  two  children  born  of  their  union  are  Lula 
and  Nellie,  who  are  at  home.  The  other  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  Bartlett  are  as  follows:  Emily,  wife 

of  William  F.  Deford,  of  Caroline  County,  and 
the  mother  of  nine  children;  Joseph,  a resident  of 
this  county,  who  married  Mary  C.  Cannon,  and 
has  eight  children;  Mary,  wife  of  William  D. 
Anthony,  of  Talbot  County,  and  is  the  mother  of 
five  children;  Hennie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  Sarah,  wife  of  James  H.  Carter,  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  and  has  four  children;  Rheu- 
elma, who  died  in  her  nineteenth  year;  Francis 
A.,  Jr.,  a farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  whose 
wife  was  formerly  Emma  A.  Draper,  and  whose 
family  comprises  two  little  ones;  and  Martha,  un- 
married. 


ACOB  L.  NOBLE,  M.  D.  Probably  in  no 
direction  of  science  has  greater  progress  been 
made,  or  more  radical  changes  of  ideas  been 
effected,  than  in  the  medical  profession  during  the 
past  half  a century;  old  methods  have  given  place 
to  modern  ones  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and 
the  physician  who  would  keep  in  touch  with  the 
revelations  of  the  microscope,  with  the  varied 
discoveries  of  genius  and  science,  must  be  a great 
student  and  an  indefatigable  reader.  The  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  write  is  a deep  thinker  and 
thoroughly  posted  in  whatever  pertains  to  his 
chosen  field  of  labor,  and  much  of  his  success  is 
attributable  to  this  fact.  He  has  been  located  in 
Preston,  Caroline  County,  seven  years,  but  his 
reputation  as  an  able  practitioner  had  preceded 
him  and  he  rapidly  built  up  a large  clientage. 

The  doctor  is  the  eldest  son  of  Twiford  S.  and 
Ruth  H.  (Leverton)  Noble,  and  was  born  in 
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Caroline  County,  January  6,  1849.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Joshua,  was  a native  of  Sussex 
County,  Del.,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  during  his  entire  lifetime.  The  Noble 
family  is  of  English  descent,  and  for  several  gen- 
erations it  has  been  represented  in  this  portion  of 
the  United  States.  Ruth  H.  was  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Leverton  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  two  children.  The  second  son,  Rufus, 
is  a prosperous  merchant  of  Dorchester  County. 
Mrs.  Noble  died  while  her  boys  were  quite  young, 
and  the  father  subsequently  married  Caroline 
Davis,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children: 
Addie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Jarrell, 
and  resides  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county; 
and  Alexander,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
this  county.  Twiford  Noble  was  born  in  Sussex 
County,  Del.,  about  1820,  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Preston  in  1882.  From  the  time 
that  he  came  to  Maryland,  soon  after  his  marriage 
for  the  first  time,  he  was  actively  occupied  in 
farming,  and  became  one  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwelt. 
He  was  public-spirited  and  advanced  every  meas- 
ure which  he  believed  was  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fellows.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  county 
commissioner  of  Caroline  County  for  one  or  two 
terms  and  was  a member  of  the  state  constitu- 
tional convention  of  1864. 

Dr.  Noble  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College  in  Balti- 
more. When  he  had  graduated  from  that  in- 
stitution he  took  a clerical  position  for  a couple 
of  years,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  a year 
or  two.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  re- 
ceived an  appointment  to  a position  in  the  pension 
department  and  was  stationed  at  Indianapolis 
about  two  years.  Returning  east  he  next  oc- 
cupied the  post  of  principal  of  the  Preston 
Academy  twelve  months,  and  by  this  time  had 
fully  made  up  his  mind  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Accordingly,  after  taking  the  prescribed 
course  of  lectures  and  study  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  he  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1876,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  initial  practice  was  in 


Preston,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Willis,  but  in 
1878  we  find  him  regularly  established  on  his  own 
account  on  Taylor’s  Island,  in  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty, and  there  he  remained  for  fourteen  years. 
Since  then  he  has  been  located  in  Preston,  having 
returned  to  the  scene  of  his  first  labors  with  the 
added  experience  of  the  intervening  period,  and 
with  ripe  scholarship. 

The  pretty  home  which  the  doctor  owns  in 
Preston  is  presided  over  by  his  estimable  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Mamie  E.  Travers.  Her  father 
is  Judge  Levi'  D.  Travers,  a leading  citizen  of 
Taylor’s  Island.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  the 
following  children  have  been  born:  Duncan  L., 
Levi  D. , Ruth  H.,  Mary  E.,  Clara  A.,  Inez, 
Maud,  William  D.,  Eliza  J.,  and  John  W.  and 
Jacob  L-,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  the  doctor  is  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  is  liberal-minded  and  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  protective  idea — protection  for 
American  industries. 


NON.  JOSEPH  E.  GEORGE  is  one  of  the 
largest  land  owners  in  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty, where  he  has  a valuable  homestead  prop- 
erty comprising  three  hundred  and  sixteen  acres 
and  lying  in  the  first  district.  In  addition  to  this 
he  is  the  owner  of  sixteen  farms,  all  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  all  but  two  operated  by  tenants.  From 
1870  until  188  r he  carried  on  a grain  and  fertili- 
zer business  and  also  dealt  in  coal  and  in  farm 
implements  of  all  kinds.  The  prosperity  that  has 
come  to  him  is  the  result  of  his  able  management 
of  affairs  and  proves  that  he  is  the  possessor  of 
business  ability  of  a superior  order. 

Hon.  Matthias  George,  father  of  Joseph  E., 
was  born  in  Queen  Anne’s  County  in  1801,  being 
the  son  of  Joseph  George,  a well-known  farmer 
and  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  From  his 
fifth  year  Matthias  was  under  the  care  of  a govern- 
ess until  he  was  ten,  when  his  father  and  Major 
Massey,  of  Queenstown,  built  a school-house  and 
employed  a teacher  for  their  children.  Here  he 
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completed  his  education.  In  1825  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself  and  this  occupation  he  after- 
ward followed.  A member  of  the  Whig  party, 
he  was  nominated  by  that  party  in  1839  and  elec- 
ted to  the  general  assembly,  in  which  he  served 
until  1S45.  He  was  then  elected  state  senator, 
filling  that  position  until  1851.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners and  served  for  two  years.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  favored  the  Union  cause.  In  1824 
he  married  Martha  Elliott,  and  the  only  surviving 
child  of  this  union  is  Joseph  E.  In  1840  he  mar- 
ried Clarissa,  daughter  of  John  Boone,  of  Caroline 
County.  After  her  death  he  married  Mrs.  Lucre- 
tia  D.  Hopper,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  Hopper, 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  died  in  1885,  when 
nearly  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Born  in  the  first  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty on  January  1,  1830,  our  subject  received  his 
education  in  Sudlersville  Academy  and  the  New- 
ark (Del.)  College.  When  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  where  he  had 
lived  since  seven  years  of  age,  and  there  he  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Sudlersville  for  two  and 
one-half  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm  east 
of  Sudlersville  and  to  the  cultivation  of  its  three 
hundred  acres  he  gave  his  attention  until  1867, 
when  he  returned  to  his  former  home,  the  place 
where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  he  married  Martha  L.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Neal,  of  Sussex  County,  Del.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  Joseph, 
the  eldest,  is  deceased;  Martha  is  the  wife  of 
William  D.  Rowe,  a farmer  and  grain  merchant 
of  Barclay;  John  E.  resides  at  Sudlersville  and  is 
a member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  James  Merritt,  Jr.,  a farmer 
of  the  first  district;  Edwin  is  of  a roving,  un- 
settled disposition  and  not  engaged  in  any  busi- 
ness. 

In  1872  Mr.  George  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner for  a term  of  two  years.  He  was  chosen 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  James  R.  Sudler  and  held 
that  office  for  two  years.  Since  1878  he  has  been 
a director  of  the  Centreville  National  Bank.  In 


politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  in  religious  belief 
has  been  identified  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  since  1873,  being  one  of  the  vestrymen  of 
St.  Luke’s  Parish.  Local  enterprises  receive  his 
sympathy,  and  if  possible  his  active  co-operation, 
and  as  a citizen  he  has  always  been  progressive 
and  public-spirited. 
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GRASON  SMITH,  of  Williamsburg,  was 
born  in  Dorchester  County  in  1838,  and 
has  resided  here  during  his  entire  life. 
He  is  a member  of  a family  that  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  this  locality  for  a number 
of  generations.  The  first  of  the  name  to  locate 
here  was  his  great-grandfather,  Matthew  Smith, 
who  was  a native  of  England  and  from  there 
emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Dorchester 
County,  where  he  took  up  several  thousand  acres 
of  land,  engaged  extensively  in  the  growing  of 
tobacco  and  made  large  shipments  annually  to 
England.  The  next  in  line  of  descent  was  Mat- 
thew Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of 
Finchville,  in  the  first  district,  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  England  and  became  a man 
of  broad  culture  and  general  information.  For 
years  he  successfully  superintended  the  manage- 
ment of  his  plantation,  which  was  large  and  val- 
uable. He  held  office  as  head  surveyor  of  Dor- 
chester County  for  forty-two  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Risdon  L.  J. 
Smith,  was  born  near  Finchville,  Dorchester 
County,  and  was  a progressive  and  energetic 
business  man,  a public-spirited  citizen  and  an 
exemplary  Christian.  By  his  marriage  to  Hester 
Ann  Twilly,  who  was  a native  of  this  county,  he 
had  a family  of  four  children,  namely:  W.  Gra- 
son;  Martin  A.,  who  married  and  at  his  death 
left  two  children;  James  M.,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Reliance,  this  county;  and  Albert  H.,  who 
died  unmarried. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
on  the  home  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Finchville. 
After  completing  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools  he  began  to  teach,  and  that  occupation 
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he  followed  for  a number  of  years.  In  1870  he 
opened  a general  store  in  Williamsburg,  which  he 
carried  on  until  1878,  meantime  continuing  his 
farm  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  about 
two  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land  situ- 
ated near  Williamsburg  and  bearing  indications 
of  his  intelligent  oversight.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  in  politics 
gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party.  Among 
the  positions  he  has  held  is  that  of  school  commis- 
sioner. His  ancestors  were  firm  in  their  alle- 
giance to  the  Church  of  England,  but  he,  with 
his  family,  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Laura  V., 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Williams,  was  solemnized  in 
1868.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Retta  C.  resides  in 
Easton,  and  W.  Harvey  is  engaged  in  business 
in  Baltimore. 


OHN  R.  COOK,  a well-known  implement 
dealer,  is  entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  enterprising  men  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  has  for  several  years 
been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Cen- 
treville.  Upon  the  commercial  activity  of  a com- 
munity depends  its  prosperity,  and  the  men  who 
are  now  recognized  as  leading  citizens  are  those 
who  are  at  the  head  of  business  enterprises.  He 
is  a man  of  broad  capabilities  who  carries  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

On  Kent  Island,  Mr.  Cook  was  born  February 
3,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Maria  J. 
(Walker)  Cook,  also  natives  of  the  same  place. 
The  father  was  a life-long  farmer  and  was  for 
years  a steward  and  trustee  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a most  faithful  and  con- 
sistent member.  His  death  occurred  in  1877, 
and  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1880. 
Of  their  twelve  children  nine  are  still  living:  Vir- 
ginia, wife  of  Charles  M.  Legg,  of  Kent  Island; 
John  R. ; James,  of  Kent  Island;  Annie;  Joseph 
B.,  of  Kent  Island;  Matilda,  wife  of  Charles  Hop- 


kins; Everett  E. ; Ida  M.,  wife  of  Charles  Ring- 
gold;  and  Robert  F.,  all  residents  of  Kent  Island. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  John  R.  Cook  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  schools  on  the  island,  and 
on  laying  aside  his  text-books  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  farming,  which  he  successfully  followed 
until  the  age  of  thirty-five,  when  he  removed  to 
Centreville  and  embarked  in  merchandising.  Five 
years  later  he  sold  out  and  leased  his  property, 
but  subsequently  bought  it  back  and  has  since 
carried  on  a repair  shop  and  engaged  in  business 
as  an  implement  dealer.  He  has  built  up  a large 
and  profitable  trade,  which  is  constantly  increas- 
ing, and  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1880,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Cook  and  Emma  J.,  widow  of 
Jacob  Legg,  of  Kent  Island,  and  daughter  of 
John  W.  Perry,  of  Centreville.  They  now  have 
two  children,  Frank  W.  and  John  R.,  Jr.  The 
parents  are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  and  are  widely  and  favorably  known. 
Although  Mr.  Cook  has  always  declined  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  office,  he  has  taken  a promi- 
nent and  influential  part  in  politics  and  for  sev- 
eral years  has  served  as  a delegate  to  county, 
state,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions  of 
the  Democratic  party.  For  several  years  he 
held  responsible  clerical  positions  at  the  state 
capitol  at  Annapolis,  preferring  to  serve  his  party 
in  that  capacity  rather  than  accept  elective  office. 
A strong  mentality,  an  invincible  courage,  a 
most  determined  individuality  have  so  entered 
into  his  make-up  as  to  render  him  a natural  leader 
of  men  and  a director  of  opinion. 


EAPT.  B.  FRANK  LANKFORD,  president 
of  the  People’s  Bank  of  Somerset  County,  at 
Princess  Anne,  has  an  attractive  country 
home  situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Prin- 
cess Anne  district  and  comprising  five  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  well-improved  land.  In 
addition  to  this  estate,  which  was  his  mother’s 
birthplace  and  has  been  in  possession  of  members 
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of  the  Porter  family  during  the  entire  century,  he 
owns  seventeen  hundred  acres,  divided  into  small 
tracts.  The  most  of  the  property  is  devoted  to 
general  fanning,  though  he  devotes  some  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  strawberries  and  other  small 
fruits.  He  has  also  carried  on  a lumber  busi- 
ness. 

The  captain’s  father,  Benjamin  Lankford,  was 
born  in  Lawsons  district  in  1798  and  in  youth 
learned  the  trade  of  a shipbuilder,  which  he  after- 
ward followed  in  conjunction  with  farming.  On 
the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party  he  became  a 
Republican.  Twelve  times  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  once  was  chosen  state 
senator,  also  served  as  commissioner  of  public 
works  for  four  years.  When  a young  man  he 
held  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff  for  a 
time.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  and  warm 
admirer  of  Henry  Clay,  whose  political  tenets  he 
always  upheld.  He  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  His  father,  Benjamin,  Sr., 
was  a son  of  Lazarus  Lankford,  and  was  a farmer 
and  prominent  man  of  Somerset  County,  where 
he  died  about  1820. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Susan,  was  a daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Porter;  she  was  born  in  1806 
and  passed  away  in  1883.  In  religious  belief  she 
was  a Presbyterian.  Of  her  ten  children  seven 
are  now  living,  namely:  Henry  S.,  a resident  of 
Princess  Anne  district;  Julia,  wife  of  George  W. 
Lankford;  B.  Frank;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Miles;  Mary  M.,  widow  of  Robert  Miles;  Susan, 
wife  of  Thomas  W.  Taylor;  and  Cornelia  J.,  who 
married  William  T.  Lankford. 

On  the  homestead  in  Lawsons  district,  where 
he  was  born  December  25,  1827,  our  subject 

spent  his  early  years.  From  sixteen  to  twenty  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a house 
carpenter,  after  which  he  took  up  the  trade  of 
a ship  carpenter.  He  built  a vessel  of  his  own 
and  for  ten  years  engaged  in  freighting  and  in 
the  oyster  business  between  Crisfield  and  Balti- 
more. The  business  increased  and  he  became 
the  owner  of  six  different  vessels,  which  he  com- 
manded as  captain.  In  1856  he  bought  the 
Porter  homestead  and  here  he  has  since  resided, 
giving  his  attention  to  its  cultivation,  the  bank- 


ing business  and  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as 
citizen  and  frequently  as  an  official.  On  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  joined 
its  ranks  and  has  since  adhered  to  its  principles. 
During  the  war  his  sympathies  were  with  the 
Union,  though  he  did  not  go  into  active  service 
himself. 

In  1871  Captain  Lankford  was  elected  com- 
missioner of  the  county,  and  for  two  years  was 
an  efficient  member  of  the  board,  after  which,  for 
a similar  period,  he  was  sheriff  of  Somerset 
County.  He  was  collector  of  taxes  for  two  years 
and  in  1877  was  elected  clerk  of  the  county  court, 
serving  as  such  for  six  years.  For  six  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  elec- 
tions, and  for  twenty  years  he  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  state  central  committee.  At  this  writ- 
ing he  is  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Somerset 
County.  He  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  his  family 
attend,  and  is  also  liberal  in  gifts  to  those  in 
need,  or  to  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  community.  December  21,  1859, 
married  Amanda  E.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sallie  (Miles)  Porter.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Ella,  wife  of  George  W.  Lankford, 
of  Missouri;  William  F.;  B.  Louis,  U.  S.  N.,  on 
the  steamship  Massachusetts;  Sallie  V.,  wife  of 
John  M.  Shields,  of  Petosky,  Mich.;  and  Milton 
S.  Mrs.  Lankford  died  in  1877.  February 
16,  1882,  our  subject  married  Matilda  A.  Sudler. 
of  Somerset  County,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sallie  J.  Sudler. 


UDGE  EDWIN  S.  VALLIANT  was  born  in 
St.  Michael’s,  Talbot  County,  Md.,  July  12, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  Rigby  Valliant,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  R.  Valliant  & Brother, 
wholesale  grocers  of  Baltimore.  Later,  however, 
he  conducted  a general  store  in  St.  Michael’s,  and 
spent  his  last  days  upon  a farm  in  Talbot  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1858.  The  ances- 
tors of  our  subject  were  originally  from  France, 
but  left  that  country  during  the  persecution  of 
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the  Huguenots,  going  to  England,  whence  Jean 
Vaillant  came  to  America  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  from  the  crown  received 
the  patent  to  a tract  of  land  in  Talbot  County, 
Md.  The  old  homestead  of  the  family  remained 
in  their  possession  until  the  present  generation. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Judge  Valliant 
was  provided  with  excellent  advantages  for  secur- 
ing an  education.  After  attending  the  common 
schools  for  a time  he  was  a student  in  the  West 
River  Classical  Institute  and  other  private  schools, 
but  in  1862  he  laid  aside  his  text-books  to  join 
the  army,  becoming  a private  in  Company  C, 
Second  Maryland  Infantry.  His  first  engage- 
ment was  at  Winchester  and  was  followed  by  the 
battles  of  Gettysburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  where  he 
was  captured  in  March,  1865.  He  was  held  a 
prisoner  at  Point  Lookout  until  June  25,  1865, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded 
in  the  left  side  by  a gunshot.  When  the  war  was 
over  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Talbot  County, 
and  resumed  his  studies  under  private  tutors. 
Coming  to  Church  Hill  in  1871,  he  began  busi- 
ness as  a dealer  in  fertilizers,  lumber,  coal,  etc., 
and  also  sold  wagons  and  carriages.  He  has  met 
with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  business  ven- 
tures and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  reliable 
and  upright  citizens  of  the  place. 

January  14,  1866,  Judge  Valliant  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Faithful,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living:  William  E.,  E.  Stevens, 

Nellie,  Mary  and  Thomas  R.  The  family  occu- 
pies a place  of  prominence  in  social  circles  and  is 
connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  Judge 
Valliant’s  sons,  William  E.  and  E.  Stevens,  are 
associated  with  him  in  business  at  Church  Hill 
under  the  firm  name  of  E.  S.  Valliant  & Sons. 
The  judge  gives  his  political  support  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  magis- 
trate, in  1887  was  elected  associate  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court  for  a term  of  four  years,  and  from 
1891  until  1895  was  chief  judge  of  the  same  court. 
He  was  a most  capable  and  popular  official,  and 


has  proved  himself  in  all  the  relations  of  life  an 
earnest,  honest,  upright  man,  and  a citizen  of 
whom  any  community  might  be  justly  proud. 


OBERT  C.  RICE,  a successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  the  sixth  district  of  Caroline 
County,  is  a man  of  public-spirit  and  enter- 
prise, one  who  has  deeply  at  heart  the  advance- 
ment and  upbuilding  of  this  section.  He  is  a 
stalwart  Republican  and  was  elected  by  his  party 
friends  in  1896  to  serve  as  county  register,  and 
held  the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
them  for  a term  of  one  year.  Then  his  name 
was  proposed  for  nomination  to  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  he  was  elected  by  a good  majority. 

The  Rice  family  came  to  Maryland  from  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  had  been  represented  for 
several  generations  by  honest,  industrious,  up- 
right people.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  John  Rice,  who  died  in  August,  1855. 
He  married,  in  1816,  Margaretta  Ickes,  daughter 
of  Nicholas  Ickes,  who  was  the  owner  of  the 
land  on  which  Ickesburgh  (Perry  County,  Pa.) 
now  stands.  From  him  the  place  took  its  name. 
Margaretta  Rice  lived  to  attain  the  extreme  age 
of  ninety  years,  and  of  the  eleven  children  born 
to  herself  and  husband  six  survive  her,  viz. : Mrs. 
Susannah  J.  Boden,  of  Ickesburgh;  D.  I.,  of  Dun- 
cannon,  Pa.;  William,  of  Bloomfield,  Pa.;  John, 
of  Smyrna,  Del.;  Oliver  and  Mrs.  Kate  E.  Aid- 
rich,  of  Duncannon.  Robert  C.  Rice,  of  this 
sketch,  is  one  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased.  His  surviving  brothers  and  sisters  are 
as  follows:  Maggie,  Luvia  L. , Charles  J.,  Lila, 
Rebecca  and  George.  Those  who  have  passed 
to  the  home  beyond  are  John  and  Blanche.  The 
parents,  John  and  Christiana  (Clark)  Rice,  were 
both  natives  of  Perry  County,  Pa. 

The  birth  of  Robert  C.  Rice  occurred  Decem- 
ber 26,  1857,  upon  the  father’s  old  homestead  in 
Perry  County.  His  boyhood  was  passed  in  the 
manner  common  to  country  lads,  his  time  being 
divided  between  work  and  play  when  he  was  not 
attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
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hood.  His  father  trained  him  well  in  all  depart- 
ments of  farm  management  and  inculcated  into 
his  youthful  mind  useful  lessons  and  upright 
principles  of  conduct,  which  have  been  of  untold 
value  to  him  in  later  years.  It  was  in  1887  that 
he  became  a resident  of  this  community,  and 
about  that  time  purchased  the  fine  farm  which 
he  now  is  engaged  in  operating.  It  is  a place  of 
about  two  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  sixth 
district,  on  the  Choptank  River,  and  is  devoted 
to  the  raising  of  grain  and  stock.  The  proprie- 
tor has  been  favored  with  a fair  measure  of  pros- 
perity, and  is  sure  to  become  very  well-off  in  this 
world’s  goods  if  he  continues  to  succeed  in  the 
future  as  he  has  done  within  the  past  few  years. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1882,  Mr.  Rice  married 
Kate  L.  Quillin,  a native  of  Delaware  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Quillin,  who  is  a resident  of 
the  eighth  district,  Caroline  County,  and  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  To  our  worthy  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  two  sons  and  a daughter 
have  been  born,  viz. : Clarence,  Lillian  R,  and 

Robert  J. 
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^JOUTHEY  F.  MILES  has  led  an  active  and 
stirring  life,  but  is  now  practically  retired 
l yJ  from  business  cares.  He  makes  his  home 
in  Brinkley’s  district,  Somerset  County,  occupy- 
ing the  comfortable  residence  that  he  erected  in 
1897.  Since  a young  man  he  has  always  been 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  when  a house  of  worship  was  erected 
he  gave  the  land  for  the  site,  also  contributing 
liberally  in  money  to  both  the  old  and  the  new 
church.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  congregation  and  has  also  served 
as  a steward. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Henry  Miles, 
was  born  at  the  family  homestead  on  Coulbourn’s 
Creek  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  forty.  He 
was  a son  of  Henry  Miles,  Sr.,  who  came  to 
America  from  Scotland  and  settled  on  a land 
grant  given  him  by  the  English  government, 
and  situated  between  Jones’  Creek  and  Coul- 


bourn’s Creek.  Our  subject’s  father,  William 
Henry  Miles,  was  born  at  the  family  home  and 
when  a young  man  followed  the  water,  but  after- 
ward gave  his  attention  to  farming.  His  death 
occurred  when  he  was  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Isaac  Coul- 
bourn,  and  who,  like  himself,  was  an  earnest 
Methodist.  It  is  said  that  he  was  a man  of  re- 
markable physique,  active  and  robust  to  the  last, 
and  rode  horseback  until  a very  short  time  be- 
fore his  death.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  now  living:  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Coulbourn;  Southey  F. ; Luther  T.,  who 
resides  at  the  old  homestead;  and  John  Thomas, 
of  Brinkley’s  district. 

The  date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is  April  27, 
1822,  and  the  place  the  old  family  homestead  on 
Coulbourn’s  Creek.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to 
work  at  the  oyster  business,  which  he  followed 
until  the  time  of  the  war.  His  sympathies  were 
with  the  south  and  several  times  he  was  ar- 
rested by  the  Federals  on  account  of  his  known 
opinions.  He  went  to  Virginia  and  for  six 
months  remained  there,  selling  goods  to  the  sol- 
diers. For  five  months  he  was  a prisoner  in 
Fort  McHenry  and  finally  was  tried  by  court 
martial  on  a false  charge. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Miles  resumed 
farming  and  also  carried  on  a general  store  at 
Marion  Station  up  to  1888,  since  which  time  he 
has  lived  retired.  Since  youth  he  has  been  a firm 
Democrat,  loyal  to  party  principles.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  sheriff  in  1861,  but  was  defeated  by 
two  votes.  In  1867  he  was  elected  sheriff  and 
collector  of  the  county.  For  four  years  he  was 
captain  of  the  oyster  police  force  at  a salary  of 
$1,200,  and  in  1870  he  was  a candidate  for  the 
legislature.  During  the  first  administration  of 
President  Cleveland  he  was  appointed  collector  of 
customs  fot  the  port  of  Crisfield,  but  after  two 
years  resigned  in  favor  of  his  son,  Alonzo  L. 

In  October,  1846,  Mr.  Miles  married  Miss 
Christiana,  daughter  of  William  H.  Roach.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Eliza  J.,  wife  of  N.  J,  P.  Tull;  Adelia  C. , Mrs. 
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William  Whittington;  Aurelia  F. ; William  E., 
who  died  in  1896;  Joshua  W.,  ex-member  of  con- 
gress; Southey  F.,  Jr.,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead;  and  Alonzo  L. , of  Cambridge.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  died  in  1885,  aged  sixty-one 
years,  was  a sincere  Christian,  a devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  kind  and 
helpful  iu  her  associations  with  all. 


AMES  M.  CORKRAN,  M.  D.,  who  is  now 
successfully  practicing  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Centreville,  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Dor- 
chester County,  Md.,  August  14,  i860,  and  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  state. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  a native  of  England, 
secured  a grant  of  land  and  named  the  place 
Churchfield  Farm.  There  four  generations  of  the 
family  were  born,  but  iu  the  present  generation 
the  property  has  passed  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  family.  Nathan  Corkran,  the  great-grand- 
father, was  a prosperous  farmer  and  lived  on  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  operated  with  the  aid  of 
slaves.  The  grandfather,  James  Corkran,  also  a 
slaveholder  and  the  owner  of  Churchfield  Farm, 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  died 
when  only  thirty-two  years  of  age. 

The  doctor’s  father,  Thomas  Corkran,  was  born 
in  Dorchester  County,  March  28,  1821,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  followed  farm- 
ing. He  is  now  living  in  Seaford,  Del.,  where  he 
settled  twelve  years  ago.  He  holds  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  long 
been  an  active  worker  in  its  interests.  ' He  mar- 
ried Hester  Wright,  a daughter  of  Kinley  Wright, 
of  Dorchester  County.  His  father,  Joseph,  was 
a son  of  Abraham  Wright,  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Corkran  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  by  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  twelve  children:  Charles  W. , a farmer  of  Mis- 
souri; Francis  S.,  a graduate  of  Glasgow  College, 
who  became  a Methodist  minister  and  died  in 
Missouri;  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Isaac  Noble,  a 
broker  and  money  loaner,  of  Preston,  Md.;  Rev. 
Lewis  P.,  a graduate  of  Dover  Conference  Acad- 
emy, of  Dover,  Del.,  now  a Methodist  minister 


located  in  Newcastle,  Del.;  Wilbur  F.,  who  was 
a graduate  of  the  Dover  Conference  Academy  and 
is  now  presiding  elder  of  the  Easton  district; 
Thomas  B.,  a farmer  of  Pennsylvania;  Millard  F., 
a graduate  of  the  University  of  Maryland  and  now 
a physician  in  Wilmington,  Del.;  Fanny,  wife  of 
Arthur  Hitch,  a merchant  of  Seaford,  Del. ; 
David  H.,  a Methodist  minister  at  Lewes,  Del., 
who  took  a special  course  of  study  in  Dover  Con- 
ference Academy  and  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  graduated  from  the  Drew  Theo- 
logical Seminary;  Milton  W.,  a hotel  clerk  in 
St.  Louis;  Adelaide,  who  is  engaged  in  the  milli- 
nery business  in  Dover,  Del.;  and  James  M.,  of 
this  sketch. 

Dr.  Corkran  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  Dover  Conference  Academy 
until  1884,  when  he  matriculated  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland.  He 
took  a three  years’  course  in  that  institution  and 
graduated  in  1887,  after  which  he  came  to  Centre- 
ville, where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is 
quite  successful  iu  his  practice  aud  now  has  a 
large  and  lucrative  patronage,  resulting  from  a 
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  science  of 
medicine  and  the  successful  application  of  its 
principles  to  the  needs  of  suffering  humanity. 

June  11,  1890,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Dr.  Corkran  and  Miss  Laura  S.  Emory,  a daugh- 
ter of  Addison  Emory,  of  Centreville.  They  have 
one  child,  Margaret  Spencer,  five  years  of  age. 
The  doctor  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  and  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


ILLIAM  C.  POWELL,  one  of  Snow  Hill’s 
most  promising  young  men,  bears  the 
proud  distinction  of  being  president  of  the 
Maryland  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  an 
honor  that  has  been  rarely,  if  ever,  accorded  to 
one  of  his  years.  However,  his  exceptional  abil- 
ity as  a practical  and  technical  pharmacist  is  well 
recognized  and  those  who  are  competent  judges 
in  the  matter  state  that  no  better  choice  of  a presi- 
dent of  the  society  could  have  been  made, 
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Less  than  twenty-four  years  ago  the  birth  of 
William  C.  Powell  took  place  in  this  city.  His 
parents,  Zadok  and  Sallie  Powell,  have  long  been 
numbered  among  the  most  influential  citizens  of 
Snow  Hill.  The  date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is 
June  24,  1874.  He  received  a liberal  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  place  and  graduated 
from  the  high  school  here  in  1892.  With  the 
exception  of  a period  of  nine  months,  when  he 
was  employed  as  assistant  teller  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Snow  Hill,  he  has  been  associated 
with  the  drug  business  since  his  boyhood;  at 
first  at  little  unimportant  affairs  around  the  store 
and  later  serving  a regular  apprenticeship  in  the 
pharmacy  of  P.  D.  Cottingliam  & Co.,  which 
firm  is  comprised  of  his  uncle  and  father,  respect- 
ively. At  length  he  entered  the  Maryland  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  and  after  taking  the  prescribed 
course  of  lectures  and  study  was  graduated  with 
a degree  in  1895.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  drug  firm  just  mentioned. 
He  was  chosen  as  president  of  the  State  Phar- 
maceutical Association  at  the  convention  of  that 
distinguished  organization  in  Ocean  City,  Md., 
July  17,  1897.  Socially  Mr.  Powell  is  a general 
favorite, and  his  genial, cheerful  disposition  readily 
makes  friends  for  him. 

APT.  JAMES  M.  ROBERTS,  a native  of 
the  Eastern  Shore  and  long  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  this  section  of  the  state 
of  Maryland,  is  now  numbered  among  the  best 
agriculturists  of  Wicomico  County,  his  postoffice 
address  being  Capitola.  He  owns  an  excellent 
homestead  in  the  southern  part  of  Tyaskin  dis- 
trict, it  containing  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  most  of  which  is  suitable  for  the  raising  of 
cereals  and  various  other  crops.  In  addition  to 
managing  the  place  he  runs  a general  store  and 
has  also  made  a small  fortune  in  his  dealing  in 
oysters.  He  has  handled  as  high  as  sixty  thou- 
sand bushels  of  the  succulent  edible  in  a season. 

The  captain  was  born  August  12,  1838,  in  this 
county,  his  parents  being  William  apd  Caroline 


(Kennedy)  Roberts,  both  likewise  natives  of  the 
Eastern  Shore.  He  was  the  eldest  of  their  four 
children,  the  others  having  been,  respectively, 
Benjamin  O.,  George  Thomas  and  Margaret  J. 
Grandfather  Benjamin  Roberts  wTas  born  in 
Somerset  County,  and  was  a successful  farmer. 
The  captain’s  father  also  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  up  to  the  time  of  his  early  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  scarcely  thirty-three  years 
of  age. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Roberts  was  born  and  brought  up 
on  a farm,  receiving  a district- school  education. 
He  was  but  fifteen  when  the  desire  to  try  the  life 
of  a sailor  became  so  strong  within  his  youthful 
breast  that  he  shipped  on  board  a boat  which 
ran  from  Washington  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
three  years  afterwards  we  find  him  promoted  to 
the  post  of  master.  Thus,  a young  man  of  less 
than  twenty  years,  he  had  had  such  confidence 
reposed  in  his  skill  and  integrity  that  he  was  in 
command  of  a valuable  ship  making  the  danger- 
ous coast  trip  from  Richmond  to  the  nation’s 
capital,  and  he  continued  to  make  these  voyages 
until  1864.  • 

July  17,  i860,  Captain  Roberts  married  Olivia 
A.  White,  a native  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  They 
have  had  seven  children:  William  S.,  Clara,  Lee 
J.,  Loretta,  Olivia  A.,  Henry  W.  and  John  B. 
The  four  older  children  are  married  and  are  good, 
substantial  citizens.  Olivia  is  a graduate  of  a 
leading  institution  of  learning,  where  she  became 
proficient  in  drawing,  and  is  now  teaching  school 
in  Tyaskin  district.  Lee  J.  is  a merchant  in 
Oxford,  Md.  Henry  W.  is  unmarried  and  assists 
his  father  in  his  general  store.  John  B.  is  taking  a 
commercial  course  in  a business  college  in  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  with  the  expectation  of  graduat- 
ing in  1898.  Mrs.  Roberts  is  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Betsy  M.  (Wainwright)  White,  natives 
of  this  part  of  the  state.  Of  their  seven  children 
three  are  deceased,  and  those  remaining  are 
Margaret  E. , Mrs.  Roberts,  Emily  and  Isaac. 
Grandfather  James  White  was  born  on  the  East- 
ern Shore,  and  his  wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Hick- 
man before  their  marriage.  Grandfather  Joshua 
Wainwright  was  an  old  settler  of  this  side  of  the 
bay  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Rob- 
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erts  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  a lady  whom  everybody  loves  and 
admires  for  her  sweet  Christian  character. 

Politically  the  captain  is  an  ardent  Democrat 
and  has  served  his  own  district  in  the  capacity  of 
road  commissioner,  judge  of  elections,  and  has 
also  been  assessor  of  Wicomico  County  during  one 
term.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  but  one 
society,  the  Odd  Fellows,  his  membership  being 
with  Bivalve  Lodge  No  104. 


OHN  R.  H.  EMBERT  owns  and  carries  on 
a fine  homestead  of  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  situated  in  the  fifth  district  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  is  a native  of  this 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  Kent  Island 
March  13,  1838.  His  ancestors  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  this  section  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  generation  after  generation,  and 
have  been  noted  for  traits  of  patriotism,  good  citi- 
zenship and  a commendable  devotion  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  they  dwelt. 

The  supposition  is  that  the  Emberts  originated 
in  Scotland,  though  it  is  not  positively  proven. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a na- 
tive of  this  county.  His  own  parents  were  Will- 
iam J.  and  Annie  (Bryan)  Embert,  both  likewise 
born  in  this  region,  and  both  now  deceased.  They 
had  a large  family,  of  whom  but  three  survive, 
viz.:  Thomas  A.,  William  J.  and  John  R.  H. 

When  he  was  quiet  young  the  parents  of  J.  R. 
H.  Embert  died,  and  from  his  fourteenth  year  he 
was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  as 
best  he  might.  His  principal  occupation  has  been 
that  of  agriculture  and  he  has  acquired  a fair  com- 
petency for  his  remaining  years.  Four  yrears  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1870 
he  chose  as  his  helpmate  and  sharer  of  life’s  joys 
and  sorrows  Cecilia,  daughter  of  John  Kemp  and 
Elizabeth  (Bryan)  Griffin.  The  former  was  a son 
of  Capt.  Gwynbury  Griffin,  whose  pride,  a fine 
sailing  vessel,  was  captured  by  the  British  during 
the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a native  of  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Md. , but  his  father  was  born  in  Scotland, 


The  captain  at  his  death  left  a family  of  three  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Thomas,  William,  John, 
Lydia,  Sarah,  Julia  and  Mary,  but  as  none  of  his 
sons  had  sons  to  grow  up  and  perpetuate  the  sur- 
name, this  branch  of  the  Griffins  has  died  out. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Pjmbert  and  wife 
settled  upon  the  beautiful  homestead  in  the  fifth 
district  where  they  may  still  be  found.  Two  sous, 
Valentine  and  Cyril,  died  in  infancy,  and  their 
only  surviving  child,  John  Griffin,  is  an  enter- 
prising young  riian  of  twenty-two  years.  The 
family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  as 
their  forefathers  were  for  generations  back.  Mr. 
Embert  and  his  son  are  supporters  of  the  Democ- 
racy. They  are  successful  and  thoroughly  prac- 
tical business  men  and  are  held  in  the  greatest 
respect  by  their  friends  and  neighbors. 


EAPT.  GOODMAN  W.  BRAMBLE,  who 
has  been  a captain  upon  sailing  vessels  run- 
ning from  ports  along  the  Eastern  Shore  to 
Baltimore,  New  York  City  and  other  points,  is 
now  commanding  officer  of  the  Julia  Hamilton,  a 
police  boat,  and  is  himself  the  owner  of  three 
sailing  vessels  which  pi}7  the  bay,  carrying 
cargoes  of  grain  and  other  merchandise  from  one 
shore  to  the  other.  He  is  a very  successful  man 
and  is  thoroughly  reliable  and  trustworthy.  In 
1877  he  purchased  the  Sweet  Prospect  farm,  in 
the  ninth  district  of  Dorchester  County,  and  has 
ever  since  made  this  his  home  and  headquarters. 
The  homestead  is  a good  one,  comprising  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  well  adapted  for 
general  products.  He  was  born  in  Strait  dis- 
trict, of  this  county,  in  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Moses 
Bramble,  also  a native  of  that  locality.  He 
resided  in  that  neighborhood  all  his  lifetime 
engaged  in  farming  and  oyster-fishing.  He  was 
known  throughout  that  section  as  Captain  Bram- 
ble, and  was  part  owner  in  a freighting  vessel 
which  ran  from  there  to  Baltimore.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
never  held  any  kind  of  public  office.  He  was 
considered_quite  a character  along  the  shore,  amj 


396 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  came  in  con- 
tact with  him  in  any  capacity.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  lived 
to  attain  his  three-score  and  ten  years.  His 
father,  Matthew  Bramble,  was  likewise  a life-long 
resident  of  the  same  section  of  the  county,  and 
owned  a good  farm  there.  His  father,  in  turn, 
was  a native  of  England,  but  settled  in  Maryland 
prior  to  1776,  and  his  home  was  in  what  is  yet 
called  Straits’  Desert,  in  the  southern  part  of 
this  county. 

Capt.  Moses  Bramble  married  Adeline  Willie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  leaving 
several  children.  The)'  are  as  follows;  Capt. 
Marcellus  A. , whose  home  is  where  his  ancestors 
lived,  near  Straits’  Desert;  G.  W. ; Axie,  wife 
ofH.  Huffman;  Prediman,  a resident  of  Strait; 
Melvina,  Mrs.  William  Todd;  and  Elisha,  of 
Strait.  The  mother  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a most 
worthy  Christian  woman. 

The  subject  of  this  review  spent  his  boyhood 
in  an  uneventful  manner,  his  education  being 
confined  to  such  instruction  as  he  could  obtain  in 
the  common  schools.  When  he  was  fifteen  he 
determined  to  no  longer  resist  the  attractions  of 
“life  on  the  ocean  wave,’’  a fancy  that  had  been 
cherished  in  his  heart  from  almost  his  first  recol- 
lections. During  the  quarter  of  a century  that 
followed  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
upon  the  ocean,  and  had  his  home  near  his  birth- 
place, but  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  lived  at 
his  present  home,  and  has  been  more  or  less  con- 
cerned in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1895  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  police  boat  Julia  Hamilton, 
and  is  still  holding  this  position.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  having  attained 
the  third  degree,  and  is  associated  with  the  lodge 
at  Cambridge.  He  is  a Republican  and  always 
takes  great  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  his 
party. 

In  1877  he  married  Lulu  Langrell,  who  left 
three  children  when  death  summoned  her  to  her 
reward.  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Stewart. 
Otto  has  since  been  called  to  the  better  land. 
Alice,  the  youngest,  is  at  home.  The  lady  who 
now  bears  the  name  of  our  subject  was  formerly 


Sarah  J.  Asplen,  and  their  marriage  occurred 
August  5,  1879.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  viz.:  Ida,  Lulu,  Ernest,  Frederick,  Benja- 
min Harrison  and  an  infant  son.  Mrs.  Bramble 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


OHN  T.  JUMP  is  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
residents  of  the  sixth  district,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  his  memory  of  its  history  covering 
several  decades.  He  has  been  a witness  of  vast 
changes  and  improvements  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  has  done  not  a little  to  aid  in  its 
present  prosperity.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a 
most  worthy  representative  came  to  America 
from  England  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
and  have  since  been  associated  with  Maryland. 
Our  subject  has  avoided  rather  than  sought  public 
office  of  anj'  kind,  but  was  once  magistrate  four 
years,  resigning  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  chooses  to  use  his  private 
judgment  upon  the  questions  which  come  up, 
regardless  of  party  lines. 

The  birth  of  John  T.  Jump  occurred  in  this 
district  December  10,  1826,  his  parents  being 
Allerby  and  Elizabeth  (Pratt)  Jump,  natives  of 
Caroline  and  Queen  Anne’s  Counties  respectively. 
The  father  was  a life-long  agriculturist  and  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He 
died  in  1849,  and  his  wife  was  summoned  to  the 
home  beyond  in  1863.  They  had  a family  num- 
bering twelve,  but  those  who  survive  at  the  date 
of  this  writing  are  but  four.  They  are:  Robert, 
of  Talbot  County;  John  T.;  Indiana,  wife  of 
Samuel  McCart,  of  Church  Hill;  and  Julia,  the 
widow  of  Frank  Morgan,  of  the  town  of  Queen 
Anne. 

The  educational  training  of  our  subject  was 
gained  in  the  local  schools,  which  he  attended 
during  the  winter  months,  and  as  much  more  as 
was  convenient,  not  interfering  with  the  work  of 
the  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty,  at  about  which  time  his  father  died  and 
he  was  left  some  property.  In  i860  he  bought 
the  Brandford  and  Martin  place  and  now  owns 
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two  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres.  He  has  been 
quite  prosperous  and  has  made  a goodly  compe- 
tence for  old  age.  February  19,  1852,  he  married 
Ann  Maria,  daughter  of  James  Turner,  of  this 
district,  and  their  two  children,  Alfred  and  Kate, 
were  both  claimed  by  the  angel  of  death.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a trustee  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 


C.  DUDLEY,  M.  D.  It  is  said  that  the 
poet  is  born,  not  made;  but  the  successful 
yv  physician  has  to  be  both  born  and  made — 
made  by  close  application,  earnest  effort,  by  per- 
severance and  resolute  purpose.  The  abilities 
with  which  nature  has  endowed  him  must  be 
strengthened  and  developed  by  use,  and  only  by 
merit  can  he  gain  a pre-eminent  position.  Among 
the  leading  and  successful  physicians  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County  is  numbered  Dr.  Dudley,  who 
now  confines  his  attention  principally  to  office 
practice  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
in  Church  Hill. 

The  doctor  is  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  seventh  district, 
June  17,  1843.  There  he  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  meantime  ac- 
quiring his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  On  leaving  home  he  began  to 
teach  school,  a profession  that  he  successfully 
followed  until  1865,  but  during  his  last  three  years 
as  a teacher  he  also  studied  medicine.  He  then 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Maryland,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1867.  Opening  an  office  in  Sudlersville,  he 
there  engaged  in  practice  until  1882.  The  year 
previous  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County  and  entered  upon  his  du- 
ties in  1882  at  Centreville,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  the  fall  of  1887.  He  then  came  to 
Church  Hill  and  started  his  present  drug  store. 
He  is  a wide-awake,  enterprising  business  man, 
and  by  fair  and  honorable  dealing  has  succeeded 
in  building  up  an  excellent  trade.  Politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 


February  6,  1873,  Dr.  Dudley  married  Miss 
Helen  Spear,  of  Kent  County,  Md. , and  to  them 
were  born  four  children:  Norman  Spear,  Charles 
Bradford,  Helen  Marie  and  Georgia  Spear. 


qJrANVILLE  E.  DICKINSON,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  best-known  physicians  of  Somerset 
County,  has  been  situated  in  Fairmount  ever 
since  he  started  -in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century  ago.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Maryland  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Society,  and  in  every  possible 
manner  strives  to  keep  fully  posted  upon  all  the 
great  discoveries  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  He 
is  an  earnest  student  and  subscribes  to  the  leading 
periodicals  published  in  the  interest  of  science  as 
applied  to  the  healing  art. 

A son  of  Henry  J.  P.  and  Mary  A.  Dickin- 
son, the  doctor  was  born  at  Barren  Creek  Springs, 
Wicomico  County,  Md.,  in  1855.  The  father  was 
a native  of  Pocomoke  City,  as  was  also  his  father 
before  him,  the  latter  having  been  James  T.  Dick- 
inson, a cabinet-maker.  Henry  J.  P.  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland  and  practiced  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Eastern  Shore  during  the  remainder  of  his 
active  life.  His  first  marriage  was  with  Mary, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  Waller,  of  Barren  Creek 
Springs,  of  which  union  our  subject  is  the  only 
child.  After  his  mother’s  death  the  father  mar- 
ried Emily  F.  Lambden  and  of  their  children  two 
grew  to  adult  years,  viz.:  Marietta,  Mrs.  Charles 
O.  Merrill,  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  in  October, 
1897;  and  Edward  Henry,  who  died  unmarried. 
The  Dickinsons,  with  few  exceptions,  have  ad- 
hered to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Granville  E.  Dickinson  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  Pocomoke  City,  and  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place  received  his  education.  In  1871  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  in  due  time  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1874.  He  at  once  settled  in  Fair- 
mount  district,  Somerset  County,  where  he  soon 
built  up  a large  and  remunerative  practice.  His 
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field  of  work  covers  a large  territory,  and  he  is 
frequently  called  to  take  charge  of  patients  who 
area  longdistance  from  his  home.  He  has  always 
voted  for  the  nominees  of  the  Democratic  party 
since  becoming  a voter.  In  a social  way  he  is 
connected  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Hepta- 
sophs,  the  Red  Men  and  the  Junior  Order  of 
United  American  Mechanics. 

In  1890  the  marriage  of  the  doctor  with  Miss 
Kate  Ohlander  was  solemnized.  Mrs.  Dickinson 
is  a daughter  of  Augustus  and  Louise  J.  Ohlan- 
der, who  were  natives  of  Sweden.  They  were 
both  finely  educated,  and  read  as  well  as  speak, 
several  languages  fluently.  Believing  as  they 
did  so  thoroughly  in  the  value  of  higher  educa- 
tion for  both  sexes,  they  gave  special  advantages 
to  their  children,  sending  them  to  the  best  schools 
and  colleges.  Mrs.  Dickinson  came  in  for  her  full 
share  of  such  training  and  gave  special  attention 
to  musical  studies.  She  was  reared  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  her  parents  located 
after  their  arrival  in  America,  and  is  very  profi- 
cient in  literature  and  music.  The  doctor  is  also 
very  fond  of  the  noble  art,  and  their  many  friends 
are  frequently  delightfully  entertained  at  their 
pleasant  home.  The  only  child  of  the  doctor  and 
his  accomplished  wife  is  a bright  little  girl,  Mary 
Louise  by  name. 


V /I  ARION  T.  MILLER,  a member  of  the 
y prominent  firm  of  Miller  Brothers,  mer- 
(9  chants  of  Rock  Hall,  was  born  in  this 
county,  in  the  fifth  district,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  its  public  schools.  Together  with 
his  brother  Charles,  he  has  been  in  business  here 
since  1894,  owning  the  leading  mercantile  estab- 
lishment of  the  place.  Wide-awake,  industrious 
young  men,  they  have  put  their  business  on  a 
paying  basis,  and  in  so  doing  have  materially 
helped  the  growth  of  the  community  in  which 
their  lot  is  cast. 

Marion^  Miller,  who  was  born  May  29,  1871,  is 
one  of  the  sons  of  William  M.  Miller,  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  and  fruit  growers  of  Kent 


County,  living  in  the  fifth  district.  He  was  born 
August  31,  1836,  on  the  farm  that  he  now  owns. 
His  father,  Michael  Miller,  was  also  a native  of 
Kent  County,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent. 
He  was  captain  of  a sloop  running  from  the  land- 
ing on  the  farm  that  his  son  William  now  owns, 
to  Baltimore,  carrying  grain  and  produce  for  a 
great  many  years.  In  later  life  he  carried  on 
farming  in  connection  with  running  his  sloop. 
He  died  in  January,  1837,  being  about  fifty-eight 
years  of  age.  In  politics  he  was  a prominent 
Democrat,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  leg- 
islature for  some  years.  In  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  as  quartermaster.  He  was  a man  of 
marked  courage  and  enterprise,  and  his  strong 
individuality  left  its  impress  on  those  around  him. 
In  his  early  days  he  kept  the  tavern  at  Rock 
Hall,  and  tradition  says  that  Washington  was 
once  his  guest.  His  wife,  Harriett  Legg,  was 
also  a native  of  Kent  County,  and  she  lived  to 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  being  active  in  mind 
and  body  until  a short  time  before  her  death. 
She  and  her  first  husband,  Michael  Miller,  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  deceased  but 
William  M.,  the  father  of  Marion.  For  her  sec- 
ond husband  she  married  William  Parker,  and 
one  child  was  born  of  that  union,  Sarah,  wife  of 
Thomas  W.  Eades. 

When  Michael  Miller  died  his  son,  William  M., 
was  only  five  months  old,  and  he  remained  at 
home  on  the  farm  with  his  mother  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he 
inherited  his  father’s  farm,  which  he  has  since 
managed.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twent}^- 
one  acres  of  fine  farming  and  fruit-growing  land, 
and  Mr.  Miller  has  it  under  the  highest  cultiva- 
tion, so  that  it  yields  him  a good  return  for  the 
labor  he  has  expended  on  it.  His  inclinations  do 
not  lie  in  the  way  of  active  public  life,  and  so, 
though  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  he  takes  little 
active  interest  in  politics,  content  to  feel  that  his 
vote  is  always  with  his  party.  His  marriage  with 
Miss  Mollie  Maslin,  of  Kent  County,  took  place 
January  17,  1861,  and  of  the  union  were  born  six 
children,  two  of  whom  died  young.  The  others 
are  Jennie,  Charles,  Marion  and  Mollie. 

The  brothers,  Charles  and  Marion,  as  stated 
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before,  have  been  engaged  in  business  in  Rock 
Hall  since  1894.  When  Marion  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  began  clerking  in  a general  store, 
where  his  experience  later  proved  of  value  to  him 
in  starting  on  his  own  business  career.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
in  business  and  social  life  enjoys  the  respect  of  all. 


AMES  BROWN,  one  of  the  representative 
and  prominent  citizens  of  the  second  district 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  whose  farm  is  con- 
veniently located  about  four  miles  east  of  Chester- 
town,  on  the  road  between  that  place  and  Church 
Hill,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  August,  1838,  at 
his  present  home.  His  father,  John  Brown,  was 
a native  of  the  same  county,  as  was  also  the  grand- 
father, Col.  James  Brown,  who  won  his  title  in  the 
war  of  1812,  having  served  with  distinction  all 
through  that  struggle.  John  Brown  was  a large 
planter  and  one  of  the  leading  and  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  which  he 
represented  in  the  legislature  for  one  term,  while 
for  over  forty  years  he  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  poor  of  the  county  and  served  as  president 
of  the  board  for  several  years,  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He 
married  Eliza  G.  Bonsai,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children  who  reached  years  of  maturity:  James, 
of  this  review;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Rev.  George 
E.  Stokes,  of  Baltimore  County,  Md.  The  father 
departed  this  life  in  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

In  Washington  College,  of  Chestertown,  Mr. 
Brown,  of  this  review,  completed  his  literary  ed- 
ucation, and  being  the  only  son  he  remained  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  four 
valuable  farms,  aggregating  about  six  hundred 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  and  in  connection 
with  general  farming  is  successfully  engaged  in 
fruit  culture  and  stock  raising.  He  has  also  been 
a director  in  the  Centreville  National  Bank  for 
three  years,  and  is  a man  of  sound  judgment, 
progressive  ideas  and  more  than  ordinary  business 
ability. 


On  attaining  to  man’s  estate  Mr.  Brown  was  mar- 
ried, the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  MariaS. 
Page,  of  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living, 
namely:  Arthur  N. , who  lives  in  Davenport, 
Iowa,  and  is  agent  for  the  Northwestern  Life  In- 
surance Company;  Janies  P.,  a member  of  the 
Roland  Park  Company,  of  Baltimore;  and  Helen 
E.  and  Ernest  B. , at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Brown  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  he  has  always  taken  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  his 
support  to  all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the 
Queen  Anne’s  County  almshouse,  and  after  his 
father’s  death  was  elected  to  his  place,  being  pres- 
ident of  the  board  for  the  past  four  years.  In  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Church  Hill  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  his  community. 


ILLIAM  H.  NEWNAM.  After  many 
years  of  active  identification  with  the  farm- 
ing interests  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Mr. 
Newnam  retired  from  the  occupation  to  which  he 
had  devoted  his  entire  business  life,  and  since 
then  he  has  lived  in  comparative  retirement,  enjoy- 
ing the  freedom  from  care  that  he  justly  merits.  He 
is  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  the  second 
district,  with  the  development  of  which  he  has 
been  intimately  associated  and  to  which  he  has 
contributed  both  of  his  time  and  means. 

Near  Chesterville,  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  May  4,  1823.  The 
first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  the 
home  farm,  after  which  he  went  to  Easton  and 
secured  employment  as  clerk  in  a store  owned  by 
an  uncle.  The  ensuing  ten  years  were  passed  in 
that  occupation;  meantime  his  earnings  were 
carefully  saved,  with  a view  to  investment.  From 
Easton  he  returned  to  Kent  County,  where  he  re- 
mained about  a year  and  then  went  to  Kent 
Island.  Opening  a mercantile  store  he  carried  on 
a general  business  among  the  people  of  the  vicin- 
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it}-  for  twelve  years.  He  met  with  success  in  the 
undertaking,  but  finally  determined  to  sell  out 
and  return  to  farm  work.  Accordingly  he  dis- 
posed of  the  stock  of  goods  and  purchased  a farm 
in  the  second  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
where  he  resumed  work  as  an  agriculturist.  In 
1879  he  removed  to  his  present  home,  where  he 
has  since  lived  in  retirement. 

December  20,  1854,  Mr.  Newnam  married 
Margaretta  Harrison,  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  T. 
Harrison,  a prominent  resident  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  Six  children  came  to  bless  their  mar- 
riage, of  whom  four  are  living.  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  Ira  Murphy;  Harrison  was  at  one  time 
county  commissioner  from  the  second  district; 
John  H.  resides  upon  a farm  in  the  second  district; 
and  Spencer  G.  is  a bookkeeper  in  the  Centreville 
National  Bank.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  New- 
nam, to  whom  he  was  married  June  23,  1873,  was 
Mrs.  Annie  H.  Wright,  daughter  of  Levi  L-  De 
Ford,  of  Queen  Anne’s.  I11  politics  a Democrat, 
he  has  been  judge  of  elections  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  school  trustees  for  thirty  years.  In 
the  Centreville  National  Bank  he  is  interested  as 
a director.  He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  has  been  one  of  the  vestrymen. 


HARLES  A.  BUSTEED.  Rising  above  the 
head  of  the  mass  are  many  men  of  sterling 
worth  and  value,  who  by  sheer  perseverance 
and  pluck  have  conquered  fortune,  and  by  their 
own  unaided  efforts  have  risen  from  the  ranks  of 
the  commonplace  to  eminence  either  in  the  pro- 
fessional or  business  world.  Prominent  among 
the  latter  is  Mr.  Busteed,  who  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Centreville. 

He  was  born  on  the  31st  of  October,  1854,  at 
Brick  Mill,  three  miles  from  Denton,  in  Caroline 
County,  Md.,  but  when  only  nine  years  of  age 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  where  he  continued  to  live  until  about  seven- 
teen, when  he  came  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md. 
After  one  year  passed  near  Ruthsburg,  he  came 


to  Centreville,  and  entered  the  Observer  office,  be- 
longing to  his  brother,  W.  W.  Busteed,  where  he 
soon  mastered  the  printer’s  trade,  at  which  he 
subsequently  worked  in  Philadelphia  until  1878. 
He  next  spent  a few  mouths  in  St.  Cloud  and 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Centreville,  as  his  brother  offered  him  an  interest 
in  the  Observer.  The  firm  was  known  as  W.  W. 
Busteed  & Brother  until  1885,  when  the  former 
sold  out.  Our  subject  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  firm  of  Busteed,  Roberts  & Brother  and  was 
editor-in-chief  of  the  paper  until  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, 1889,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  William 
J.  Price,  Jr.  He  then  engaged  in  the  brokerage 
business  with  his  brother,  W.  W.,  and  William 
J.  Price,  Sr.,  until  1894,  when  the  connection 
was  dissolved.  On  the  1st  of  February,  1897,  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Busteed,  Price 
& Carter,  his  partners  being  William  J.  Price, 
Sr.,  and  William  T.  Carter.  Mr.  Carter’s  health 
failing,  July  1,  1897,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
business  to  Robert  J.  Catlin,  the  firm  becoming 
Busteed,  Price  & Catlin.  They  now  do  an  ex- 
tensive business  as  dealers  in  hardware  and  farm 
implements.  Mr.  Busteed  has  become  the  owner 
of  much  valuable  property,  including  four  farms 
in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  located  six,  eight,  four- 
teen and  twenty  miles  from  Centreville,  respect- 
ively, and  they  aggregate  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty-four  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1881,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Busteed  and  Miss  Molly  G., 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Wilkinson,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children;  one  died  in  infancy  and 
the  other,  John  Wilkinson,  is  now  eleven  years 
of  age. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Busteed  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  Rathbone  Lodge  No.  118,  K.  of  P.,  of 
Centreville,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs, 
and  has  also  held  all  the  offices  in  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father-in-law, 
Capt.  John  Wilkinson,  in  March,  1889,  Mr. 
Busteed  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  a director 
of  the  Queen  Anne’s  National  Bank,  and  since 
that  date  has  served  continuously  as  a member  of 
the  finance  committee.  He  is  a leading  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
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is  now  a trustee,  and  takes  quite  an  active  part  in 
church  work.  He  has  ever  cheerfully  given  his 
support  to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to  public 
development,  and  with  hardly  an  exception,  he 
has  been  connected  with  every  interest  that  has 
promoted  general  welfare.  His  name  is  a synonym 
for  honorable  business  dealing,  and  he  is  always 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of 
Centreville. 


PLINY  FISHER,  who  occupies  a position 
among  the  successful  attorneys  of  Denton, 
was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  two  miles 
from  the  Sussex  line,  May  13,  1859.  His  grand- 
father, Jabez,  was  a native  of  the' same  locality 
and  a son  of  Richard  Fisher,  who  was  an  early 
settler  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  Richard,  a son  of 
Jabez,  has  his  headquarters  in  Philadelphia  and 
is  general  agent  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for 
the  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York;  he  is  also  president  of  the  Sons  of  Delaware 
in  Philadelphia.  Another  son,  David  W.,  is  a 
farmer  in  Sussex  County.  The  eldest  son,  James 
H.,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  in  Delaware  County,  September  16,  1831; 
he  devoted  his  entire  active  life  to  farming,  but 
in  1889  retired  from  business  activities  and  is 
now  living  quietly  in  Denton. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sarah  Emily  Smith, 
was  born  in  Caroline  County,  Md.,  but  when  a 
child  went  to  Delawarfe  with  her  father,  Martin 
Smith,  who  w7as  a farmer,  at  one  time  a tax  col- 
lector for  his  district,  also  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  his  home 
neighborhood.  She  had  two  brothers:  Thomas 
J.,  ex-postmaster  of  Harrington,  Del.,  appointed 
under  Cleveland’s  first  administration,  and  still 
a resident  at  that  place;  and  Martin  Bates,  who 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Delaware.  Miss 
Smith  became  the  wife  of  James  H.  Fisher  April 
21,  1858,  and  unto  their  union  were  born  the 
following-named  children:  T.  Pliny;  George  A., 
who  resides  in  New  York;  J.  Ira,  now  in  Phila- 
delphia; and  Maude,  wife  of  T.  Fred  Johnson, 


purser  of  the  steamer  Easton,  plying  between 
Baltimore  and  Hillsborough. 

In  1864,  when  a child  of  five  years,  our  subject 
met  with  a serious  accident  while  on  a visit  to  his 
grandfather,  Martin  Smith.  His  right  hand  was 
caught  in  a cane  mill  and  was  so  badly  crushed 
as  to  render  amputation  necessary.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Kent  County, 
Del.,  and  the  Farmington  Collegiate  Institute  of 
that  state.  Afterward  he  taught  school  for  ten 
years.  In  1885-86  he  was  principal  of  the  Hills- 
borough Academy.  Meantime  his  leisure  hours 
were  devoted  to  the  study  of  law  with  Chief  Judge 
George  M.  Russum.  In  April,  1886,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Denton  and  has  since  car- 
ried on  a large  and  profitable  practice.  At  this 
writing  he  is  auditor  of  the  circuit  court  and  one  of 
the  examiners  of  students.  Formerly  he  affil- 
iated^ with  the  Republicans,  but  his  temperance 
sentiments  led  him  to  ally  himself  with  the  Pro- 
hibitionists, and  upon  the  latter  ticket  he  was 
nominated  for  congress.  At  the  time  of  entering 
upon  practice,  he  was  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bryant  & Fisher,  the  senior  member  being 
Col.  Joshua  W.  Bryant,  now  of  Baltimore. 

February  27,  1889,  Mr.  Fisher  married  Ella, 
only  daughter  of  William  F.  Saulsbury,  a farmer 
of  Tuckahoe  Neck.  They  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Anna,  born  April  5,  1892,  and  named 
for  a deceased  sister  of  Mrs.  Fisher.  A member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  Mr.  Fisher 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  religious  work  and  is 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  congregation.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  identified  with  the  Heptasophs  and 
has  held  the  various  offices  of  the  lodge. 


OSEPH  DOWNEY.  Among  the  leading 
merchants  of  the  village  of  Rock  Hall,  in  the 
fifth  district  of  Kent  County,  is  Joseph 
Downey,  a native  of  the  village,  his  birth  having 
occurred  near  the  site  of  his  present  store.  He 
was  born  June  13,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
WilliamS.  and  Ann  E.  Downey.  The  former, 
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who  for  many  years  followed  the  business  of  an 
oysterman,  was  also  born  in  this  county.  He 
was  quite  prosperous  in  his  business,  owning  a 
small  schooner,  but  the  same  year  in  which  he  died 
he  bought  a farm,  intending  to  give  up  the  oyster 
business.  Death,  however,  cut  short  his  career 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  one  of  the 
trustees  at  the  time  the  church  was  built  here  in 
1854.  For  some  time  he  led  the  singing.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  among  the  Republicans 
in  this  district,  as  during  the  war  the  Democrats 
were  in  the  vast  majority  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann 
E.  Scoon,  was  a native  of  Kent  County,  this 
district,  and  also  died  at  an  early  age,  passing 
away  when  she  had  reached  the  age  offorty-tliree 
years.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  as 
follows:  Mary  E.,  Joseph,  William  T.,  GeorgeE., 
John  W.,  Marion  and  Alice  D. 

Joseph,  the  eldest  son  of  this  family,  remained 
at  home  after  his  father’s  death,  assisting  his 
mother  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  In  the 
winter  months  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
thus  continued  until  the  age  of  eighteen,  when 
he  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a general  store  in  his 
native  village.  A year  later,  he  had  started  a 
mercantile  business  for  himself  on  borrowed  cap- 
ital, and  since  then  has  continuously  been  engaged 
in  that  line.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Chestertown 
and  opened  a store  and  cannery  there,  at  the  same 
time  running  his  store  in  Rock  Hall.  In  1895 
he  sold  his  store  and  canning  factory  in  Chester- 
town and  concentrated  his  attention  on  his  busi- 
ness in  this  place.  This  action  was  the  result  of 
business  reverses  met  with  in  the  former  town, 
and  like  an  honorable  man  he  turned  over  his 
Chestertown  business  to  his  creditors  and  started 
the  world  afresh. 

In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Downey  married  Miss 
Mary  F.  Stevens,  of  Baltimore,  and  they  have 
nine  children,  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  as 
follows:  George  Richard,  who  is  with  his  father 
in  business;  Annie  M.,  Clara,  Lula,  Ida,  Rena, 
Edna,  Helen  and  an  infant  son.  The  family 


attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Downey  has  been  recording  steward  for 
several  years. 

The  son  of  a Republican,  it  was  natural  that 
Mr.  Downey  should  follow  in  his  father’s  foot- 
steps, and  he  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  until  1891,  when,  feeling  strongly  on  the 
question  of  Prohibition,  he  voted  with  the  Prohi- 
bitionists for  two  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a Republican.  As  a proof  of  the  popularity 
which  he  enjoys,  it  may  be  stated  that  he  has  at 
various  times,  and  entirely  without  any  seeking 
on  his  part,  been  a candidate  for  the  following 
offices:  sheriff,  for  which  he  has  twice  been 
nominated;  register  of  wills,  county  commis- 
sioner and  member  of  the  house  of  delegates. 
About  1877  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Rock 
Hall,  and  held  the  position  for  about  twelve  years, 
or  until  Cleveland’s  second  election  to  the  presi- 
dency. Since  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being 
identified  with  Chesapeake  Lodge  No.  68. 

A native  of  the  town  in  which  he  lives,  Mr. 
Downey  has  been  known  by  its  residents  as  boy 
and  man,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is 
the  natural  result  of  an  honorable,  upright  career, 
in  which  intelligence,  industry  and  honesty  have 
been  main  factors. 


ILLIAM  D.  SMITH.  The  fine  farm  be- 
longing to  this  gentleman  in  the  second 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  invariably 
attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler  as  being 
under  the  supervision  of  a thorough  and  skillful 
agriculturist,  and  a man  otherwise  of  good  busi- 
ness qualifications.  A native  son  of  Maryland, 
he  was  born  in  the  first  district  of  Kent  County, 
April  17,  1837,  and  was  reared  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys.  After  attending  the 
common  schools  for  a time  he  was  a student  in 
the  Millington  Academyq  but  is  principally  self- 
educated. 

After  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Smith  came 
to  the  first  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
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where  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and 
there  he  continued  to  make  his  home  for  four 
years.  I11  1863  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
the  second  district,  where  he  has  since  resided 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  when  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  His  home  farm  comprises 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  of  valuable  and 
productive  land,  and  he  also  owns  another  place 
in  the  sixth  district,  which  contains  two  hundred 
and  seventy-six  acres.  To  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  he  devotes  his  energies  and  is  meeting 
with  a well-deserved  success. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1863,  Mr.  Smith  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Fanny  Walls, and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Emma 
G. , James  H.,  Fanny,  Cora  D.,  William  C., 
Henry  Earl  and  Ethel  M.  Mr.  Smith  uses  his 
right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Democracy, 
and  has  been  honored  with  several  local  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  in  the  most 
efficient  and  satisfactory  manner,  serving  as  tax 
collector  of  the  second  district  in  1888  and  1889; 
county  commissioner  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  in 
1890  and  1891,  and  magistrate  from  May,  1867, 
until  1873.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a Methodist, 
and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  or  mate- 
rial welfare  of  his  community. 


^jEORGE  L.  BRYAN  is  a substantial  farmer 
and  much-respected  citizen  of  the  fifth  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  in  which  lo- 
cality his  ancestors  for  nearly  a century  have  had 
their  dwelling  places.  He  is  a successful  farmer, 
and  in  nearly  all  of  his  financial  ventures  has  met 
with  gratifying  results.  In  his  early  manhood,  be- 
fore settling  down  to  the  routine  of  life,  he  traveled 
extensively  in  the  west  and  at  one  time  thought 
seriously  of  the  advisability  of  locating  in  the  new 
country,  but  his  affections  still  clung  to  the  friends 
and  scenes  of  his  youth,  and  he  eventually 
returned,  to  become  a permanent  resident  here.  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  he  has  not  seen  reason  for 
regretting  his  decision,  for  though  each  part  of 


this  great  country  has  some  peculiar  advantages 
of  its  own,  this  fair  state  is  unsurpassed  in  many 
ways. 

Valentine,  paternal  grandfather  of  George  L. 
Bryan,  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  was  a man 
of  unusual  ability,  energy  and  ambition.  He  came 
to  this  region  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1848,  he  left  an  estate 
consisting  of  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  part  of 
which  was  situated  on  Wye  Island,  then  known 
as  Bordley’s  Island,  and  in  addition  to  that  valu- 
able property  had  at  least  two  hundred  slaves. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  a very  wealthy 
man  for  those  days,  and  consequently  much 
looked  up  to  in  the  community.  Nor  did  the  re- 
gard in  which  he  was  held  depend  solely  upon 
his  substantial  possessions,  for  he  was  actively 
connected  with  many  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  his  time.  He  was  very  liberal  with  his  means 
and  furnished  a large  share  of  the  money  which 
went  into  the  building  of  St.  Peter’s  Catholic 
Church,  at  Queenstown,  Md.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  represented  his  county  in  the 
state  legislature  during  the  40’s.  He  was  twice 
married  and  by  his  first  union  had  four  children : 
John  C.,  William  I.,  Elizabeth  and  Arthur.  Later 
he  married  a Miss  Ford,  who  became  the  mother 
of  Charles  J.,  Edward  and  Alfred.  Charles  J. 
was  born  in  January,  1816,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1850.  He  married  Lucretia  Emory,  and 
their  eldest  child,  our  subject,  was  born  August 
10,  1837;  Charles  Carroll,  born  in  1839,  died  in 
1872,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children,  Edward 
K.  and  Lulu,  all  of  Baltimore. 

George  L.  Bryan  was  reared  to  mature  years  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County  and  was  twenty-six  years 
of  age  when  he  decided  to  seek  a helpmate  to 
share  with  him  his  joys  and  sorrows  as  no  one 
but  a good  wife  can.  The  lady  of  his  choice,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1863,  was  Man^  H., 
daughter  of  John  Charles  and  granddaughter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Smyth  Willson,  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Kent  Count}',  Md.  They  began  their 
wedded  life  together  upon  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  the  one  still  owned  and  cultivated 
by  our  subject,  and  here,  in  course  of  time,  he 
erected  substantial  buildings.  His  family  com- 
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prises  the  following-named  children:  Kate  B., 
Mary  C.,  Charles,  Elizabeth;  Oscar,  deceased; 
George  H.,  Daniel  Carroll;  Florence,  deceased; 
James  B.,  Edna  A.  and  Leon  O.  They  are  very 
bright,  intelligent  young  people  who  are  sure  to 
make  honored  places  for  themselves  in  the  busy 
world.  Mr.  Bryan  supports  the  Democracy  like 
his  namesake  in  the  late  exciting  presidential 
campaign,  but  has  never  sought  public  office. 


(7)  AMUEL  CHASE  DE  KRAFFT,  M.  D.  For- 
tunate  is  he  who  has  back  of  him  an  ances- 
QJ  try  honorable  and  distinguished,  and  happy 
is  he  if  his  lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  there- 
with. Our  subject  is  blessed  in  this  respect,  for 
he  springs  from  three  very  prominent  families  of 
the  new  world,  and  is  himself  one  of  the  most 
eminent  and  successful  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  the  Eastern  Shore. 

The  doctor  was  born  October  19,  1848,  in 
Washington,  D.  C. , and  is  a son  of  Lieut.  Samuel 
Chase  and  Mary  Eleanor  (de  Krafft)  Barney. 
The  mother,  who  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  five  years,  was  the  only  child  of  Edward  de 
Krafft,  a government  printer  and  a noted  editor 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  While  residing  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
the  doctor  had  his  name  changed  from  Barney  to 
de  Krafft,  owing  to  the  conditions  of  a certain  be- 
quest of  a relative  on  the  maternal  side. 

William  Barney,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  country 
with  his  uncle,  when  a lad  of  fourteen  years,  to 
seek  a fortune  in  the  colonies,  his  parents  having 
previously  died.  He  arrived  in  Baltimore  when 
that  city  contained  but  twelve  houses,  and  on  at- 
taining to  man’s  estate  married  Frances  Holland, 
a native  of  England.  One  of  their  fourteen  chil- 
dren was  Commodore  Joshua  Barney,  who  was 
born  in  Baltimore  July  6,  1759.  At  the  age  of 
ten  years  the  latter  left  school,  as  he  had  deter- 
mined to  follow  the  sea,  much  against  the  wishes 
of  his  parents.  When  only  fourteen  he  com- 
manded a vessel  as  captain,  and  became  one  of 


the  most  prominent  officers  in  the  United  States 
navy.  The  Memoirs  of  Commodore  Joshua  Bar- 
ney were  published  by  Gray  & Brown,  in  Boston, 
in  1832,  and  edited  by  Mrs.  Mary  Barney,  our 
subject’s  grandmother,  who  was  one  of  the  three 
daughters  of  Judge  Samuel  Chase,  a signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  later  an  associ- 
ate justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  commodore’s  eldest  son,  Maj.  Will- 
iam Bedford  Barney,  was  the  doctor’s  grand- 
father. His  father,  Lieut.  Samuel  Chase  Barney, 
was  a naval  officer  in  the  Mexican  and  Seminole 
wars,  entering  the  service  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
and  retiring  in  1854  on  account  of  the  loss  of  hear- 
ing, contracted  while  thus  engaged.  The  doctor’s 
mother  and  Rear-admiral  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft,  of 
the  United  States  navy,  were  cousins. 

Dr.  de  Krafft  is  the  first  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  Hebe  Barney,  deceased  wife  of 
James  Haynes,  of  New  York,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children,  Hebe  and  Emily;  Edward  Barney, 
a lawyer  of  New  York  City;  and  Clayonia  Bar- 
ney, wife  of  Theodore  K.  Vogel,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  doctor  began  his  education  in  the  primary 
schools  of  Washington,  but  in  1855  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Paris,  France,  where  he  remained 
and  attended  a private  school  until  1861,  when 
thirteen  years  of  age.  Returning  to  Washing- 
ton, he  entered  the  Georgetown  College  of 
Georgetown,  D.  C.,  where  he  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  a year,  and  then  attended  Peter 
White’s  school  until  1862.  He  then  came  with 
the  family  to  Cambridge,  Md.,  here  becoming  a 
pupil  under  Rev.  Dr.  Barber,  who  was  his  tutor 
until  1864.  The  following  year  he  entered  the 
Pennsylvania  Military  Academy  at  West  Chester, 
Pa. , and  after  completing  his  scientific  course 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the 
class  of  1867. 

When  about  twenty  years  of  age  Dr.  de  Krafft 
began  his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  Clark’s 
drugstore,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,  and  then  matriculated  at  the 
Columbia  Medical  College,  where  he  attended 
one  course  of  lectures.  Later  he  attended  the 
Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  where  he 
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was  graduated  in  1874.  The  year  previous  he 
had  completed  the  prescribed  course  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharm- 
acy. Thus,  well  equipped  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion he  opened  an  office  in  that  city,  but  in  1877 
returned  to  Cambridge,  where  he  has  since  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  practice,  enjoying  a large 
and  lucrative  patronage. 

Dr.  de  Krafft  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Parks,  of 
Maryland,  a daughter  of  John  Parks,  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  they  now  have  one  child,  Mary  Lilley. 
In  religious  belief  the  doctor  is  an  Episcopalian, 
and  in  his  social  relations  he  is  a Mason.  He 
comes  honestly  by  his  principles  of  Republican- 
ism, as  his  ancestors  were  all  Federals  and  old- 
line  Whigs,  and  to  some  extent  he  too  has  been 
interested  in  the  naval  service  by  his  connection 
with  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital.  In  1887 
he  was  made  Third  Battalion  surgeon  with  the 
rank  of  major;  and  in  1893  First  Regiment  assist- 
ant surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  state  board  of  health  and  belongs 
to  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Mary- 
land. Since  August  9,  1889,  he  has  been  pension 
agent  here.  Always  affable  and  pleasant  in  man- 
ner, he  wins  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  his 
popularity  has  made  him  a great  favorite  in  all 
circles.  He  has  that  true  love  for  his  profession 
without  which  there  is  no  success,  and  holds  and 
merits  a place  among  the  representative  physicians 
of  the  state. 


ILLIAM  P.  JACKSON,  a son  of  William 
H.  Jackson,  who  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
business  men  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and 
a resident  of  Salisbury,  has  unquestionably  in- 
herited the  fine  commercial  abilities  and  superior 
judgment  which  have  made  the  senior  Jackson 
notable.  He  is  interested  in  many  of  the  leading 
industries  and  enterprises  of  this  place  finan- 
cially, and  is  public  spirited  and  popular  among 
our  citizens.  For  a young  man  scarcely  thirty 
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years  of  age  he  has  manifested  unusual  diligence 
and  attention  to  business,  and  has  already 
achieved  success  that  many  a man  of  twice  his 
years  might  well  envy. 

W.  P.  Jackson  is  a stockholder,  also  secretary 
and  treasurer,  in  the  Jackson  Brothers  Company, 
manufacturers  of  box-shooks  in  their  large  mills 
here,  Nos.  1 and  2,  and  finishing,  flooring  and 
ceiling  lumber,  made  in  mill  No.  3.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  Salisbury  National  Bank,  which  has 
a capitalization  of  $50,000  and  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial institutions  of  the  state.  Of  the  Salis- 
bury Shirt  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
1897  and  is  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind 
outside  of  Baltimore,  he  is  the  vice-president. 
The  large  and  finely  equipped  building  is  con- 
structed of  brick,  and  here  fifteen  hundred  dozen 
shirts  can  be  turned  out  every  week,  ready  to 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  private  citizen.  (For 
further  particulars  in  regard  to  this  new  enter- 
prise see  sketch  of  George  Pooley,  manager  of 
the  same,  which  appears  in  this  work.)  Mr. 
Jackson  owns  an  interest  in  several  of  the  great 
lumber  companies  in  the  south,  with  which  his 
father  is  extensively  interested.  (See  sketch  of 
William  H.  Jackson.) 

A native  of  Salisbury,  William  P.  Jackson  was 
born  here  in  January,  1868,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town,  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  higher  branches  in  the  Conference 
Academy  of  Dover,  Del.  He  would  have  re- 
mained within  those  classic  halls  some  time 
longer,  but  his  health  would  not  permit  and  he 
returned  home.  Soon  afterwards  he  embarked 
in  business  and  rapidly  won  a position  of  influ- 
ence among  his  fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  is 
an  independent  Democrat. 

February  12,  1890,  Mr.  Jackson  married  Miss 
Sallie  McCombs,  a young  lady  favorably  es- 
teemed in  the  leading  social  circles  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  Md.  They  have  a very  pretty  home,  fur- 
nished in  good  taste,  with  many  of  the  evidences 
of  the  culture  and  refinement  of  the  occupants. 
Two  bright  little  ones  have  come  to  grace  their 
hearthstone,  a daughter,  Belle  McCombs,  and  a 
son,  William  Newton.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Salisbury,  Mr. 
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Jackson  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  same. 
He  possesses  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
who  know  him,  whether  in  a business  or  social 
way,  and  has  the  faculty  of  readily  making  and 
retaining  friends. 


ASHINGTON  BEAUCHAMP  has  been 
a citizen  of  Marion  Station,  Somerset 
County,  for  about  eleven  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  conducted  a general  store 
here.  In  addition  to  this  he  also  carries  on  a 
small  farm  and  takes  especial  pride  in  the  fine 
market  vegetables  which  he  raises  in  his  garden. 
His  name  is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  the 
annals  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and 
though  his  life  has  been  a quiet  and  compara- 
tively uneventful  one,  it  has  had  an  influence  for 
good  wherever  he  has  gone.  In  all  his  business 
and  social  dealings  with  his  fellows  he  has  mani- 
fested uprightness  of  heart  and  action  and  has 
won  for  himself  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  into  contact. 

A son  of  William  W.  Beauchamp,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Princess  Anne  district,  this  county, 
in  February,  1848.  His  father  was  a life-long 
resident  of  that  locality  and  was  for  years  the 
best  carpenter  in  those  parts.  He  worked  at 
that  trade  and  erected  many  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  his  prime,  but  subsequently  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  His  home  was  near  the 
town  of  Princess  Anne,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
curred at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  twice  married.  By  his  union  with  Miss 
Adams  he  had  one  child,  now  deceased.  To 
himself  and  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Margaret  Handy,  seven  children  were  born. 
Five  of  the  number  survive,  viz. : William  T. , 
Washington,  Stephen  J.;  Susan,  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Davis;  and  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Samuel  Brough- 
ton. The  mother,  who  is  a daughter  of  Levin 
Handy,  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  children. 

The  first  twenty-six  years  in  the  life  of  Wash- 
ington Beauchamp  were  passed  upon  a farm,  his 


energies  being  devoted  to  the  raising  of  a general 
line  of  cereals,  etc.  He  then  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  for 
fourteen  years.  In  1886  he  opened  his  store  in 
Marion  Station.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat, and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  passed  the 
chairs  in  the  local  lodge.  He  was  married  in 
1882,  Miss  Mollie  E.  Horsey  being  the  lady  of 
his  choice.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  C.  Horsey 
of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beauchamp  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  former  be- 
ing a vestryman  and  quite  a worker  in  the  con- 
gregation. 


OHN  H.  VAN  GESEL.  In  spite  of  the 
adversities  he  has  met,  Mr.  Van  Gesel  has  at- 
tained a success  that  speaks  well  for  his  energy 
and  capabilities.  He  is  known  as  a prosperous 
business  man  of  Denton,  with  whose  various  in- 
dustries he  has  been  closely  connected.  He  owns 
and  occupies  a comfortable  residence  here,  and  is 
also  the  owner  of  fifteen  other  houses,  which  he 
rents,  and  also  a livery  stable  and  hotel.  Proba- 
bly the  most  important  enterprise  which  he  as- 
sisted was  the  securing  of  the  railroad  through 
Caroline  County,  to  aid  which  project  he  went  to 
the  Delaware  legislature  and  through  every  hon- 
orable means  possible  sought  to  secure  the  road 
for  this  county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Priscilla 
(Furby)  Van  Gesel,  were  natives  of  Delaware, 
where  the  latter  died  in  1887.  The  father  spent 
his  early  years  as  a stage  contractor,  running  all 
the  stages  on  the  line  of  the  present  railroad; 
later  he  settled  upon  a farm,  and  there  his  death 
occurred  in  i860,  when  he  was  still  in  the  prime 
of  life.  Of  his  family  of  eight  children  four  are 
still  living.  W.  T.,  who  was  educated  in  New- 
ark College,  was  for  a time  engaged  in  railroad- 
ing, but  is  now  a magistrate  in  Harrington,  Del. 
Asbury  also  lives  in  Harrington,  as  does  Anna  M. 

On  a farm  near  Smyrna,  Del.,  where  he  was 
born  March  20,  1837,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  boyhood  years.  After  completing  the 
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public  school  studies  he  opened  a store  at  Clark’s 
Corners  (now  Harrington),  where  he  was  the 
first  merchant.  During  the  trying  days  of  the 
war  he  made  and  lost  a fortune.  After  the  war 
was  over  he  traded  his  property  in  Delaware  for 
a stock  of  goods  in  Denton,  where  he  made  a new 
start.  Six  years  later  he  traded  the  store  for  real 
estate  in  Caroline  County.  He  has  also  dealt  in 
cattle  and  horses. 

In  1866  Mr.  Van  Gesel  married  Mary  M. 
Macklen,  of  Georgetown,  Del.,  daughter  of 
Charles  Macklen,  of  Sussex  County.  They  have 
one  child,  Clara,  who  married  William  H:  An- 
derson and  is  the  mother  of  a son,  Eugene.  The 
family  are  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 


APT.  STEPHEN  W.  DOLBEY,  who  cast 
in  his  fortune  with  the  citizens  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  some  forty-four  or  forty-five  years  ago, 
resides  in  Tyaskin  district,  Wicomico  County. 
For  ten  years  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  chiefly 
interested  in  boating  and  the  oyster  business  and 
made  a comfortable  little  fortune  in  that  manner. 
He  now  owns  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
which  represents  the  work  of  years.  He  has 
truly  been  the  architect  of  his  own  wealth  and 
high  standing  in  the  community,  for  he  com- 
menced life  a poor  lad,  and  by  energy  and  well- 
applied  industry  became  well-to-do. 

The  captain  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  his 
birth  having  occurred  there  March  9,  1832.  His 
parents,  Stephen  and  Anna  (Lyons)  Dolbey, 
were  also  born  in  Connecticut  and  had  a family 
of  nine  children.  Only  four  of  the  number  sur- 
vive, Samuel,  Stephen  W.,  Sarah  and  Irenous. 
The  father  of  Stephen  Dolbey,  Sr.,  was  a native 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  a long  time 
prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  so  far 
weaned  from  his  mother  country  at  the  time  of 
the  colonial  struggle  for  independence  that  he 
bore  arms  against  the  British  government.  His 
son,  father  of  the  captain,  inherited  his  stanch 
loyalty  to  America  to  such  a degree  that  he  too 
fought  the  British  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  fol- 


lowed agricultural  pursuits  in  the  Nutmeg  State 
and  was  much  respected  by  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  neighbors. 

Captain  Dolbey  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  state  and  was  initiated  into  the  various 
departments  of  farm  work  when  he  was  still  a 
little  lad.  In  1853  he  came  to  Maryland  and  has 
never  since  cared  to  live  elsewhere,  as  he  likes 
our  people  and  state.  Success  long  since  crowned 
his  unremitting  toil,  and  besides  bringing  up  his 
large  family,  giving  them  a great  many  luxuries 
as  well  as  necessities  of  life  and  good  educations, 
he  has  laid  aside  a competence  for  old  age.  He 
is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a Mason,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  he  holds  the  love  of  all  the 
other  members  and  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
trustee  and  steward.  Though  never  an  office- 
seeker  he  discharges  his  obligations  as  a voter, 
his  preference  being  for  the  Democracy. 

Upon  the  12th  of  February,  1855,  the  mar- 
riage of  the  captain  and  Henrietta  Simpkins  was 
solemnized  in  this  district,  of  which  she  is  a na- 
tive. Nine  children  came  to  bless  their  union, 
they  in  the  order  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Sarah 
C.,  Betsy  Ann,  William,  John,  Stephen,  Hattie, 
Lula,  Samuel,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy  before 
receiving  a name. 


ICHARD  BENNETT  WILLSON.  Among 
the  honored  pioneers  and  representative 
citizens  of  the  fifth  district  of  Kent  Count}" 
stands  the  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject  of 
the  present  notice. 

Mr.  Willson  has  reached  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty  years,  having  been  born  December  10, 
1817.  His  birth  occurred  in  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty, in  the  southern  portion  of  the  state,  and  there 
also  his  father,  Thomas  Willson,  was  born,  on 
the  same  farm  011  which  his  son  first  saw  the 
light  of  day.  Here  the  father  was  reared,  re- 
maining until  1819,  when  he  came  to  Kent  Coun- 
ty to  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Ches- 
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tertown.  After  leaving  the  doctor,  he  attended 
Jefferson  College  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  after 
his  graduation  from  this  institution  returned  to 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  he  practiced  with 
his  father  for  a time.  Here  he  was  married,  but 
shortly  after  removed  to  this  county,  purchasing 
the  farm  that  Richard  Bennett  now  owns,  which 
had  previously  belonged  to  the  father  of  his  wife. 
Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying 
in  October,  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
He  practiced  medicine  until  a short  time  before 
his  death,  and  at  one  time  was  surgeon  in  the 
state  militia.  In  religion  he  was  a Catholic, 
being  a member  of  the  church  of  his  denomina- 
tion in  Oueen  Anne’s  County. 

Thomas  Bennett,  father  of  the  last-named  and 
grandfather  of  Richard  B.,  was  also  a native  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  was  a practicing  phy- 
sician. He  received  his  education  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  and  carried  on  his  profession  in  his  na- 
tive county  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Longevity 
appears  to  be  a characteristic  of  the  race,  for  he 
also  reached  a hale  old  age.  His  father,  Thomas, 
was  a native  of  Scotland.  He  also  was  a physi- 
cian, and  came  to  America  in  the  train  of  Lord 
Baltimore,  about  1632. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Maria  Smyth,  was 
a native  of  Kent  County,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Kent,  also  a native  of  Kent  County,  a merchant 
and  farmer,  who  carried  on  his  business  in 
Chestertown.  Gresham  Smyth,  the  maternal 
great-grandfather  of  Richard  Bennett,  was  a 
large  importer  in  the  last-named  town. 

Mrs.  Maria  Willson  died  in  middle  life.  She  left 
a large  family  of  children,  ten  in  all,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Richard  Ben- 
nett. The  latter  remained  at  home  With  his  par- 
ents until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  about  seven- 
teen years,  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  started  his  business  career 
as  a clerk  in  a store  at  Baltimore,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a few  months,  leaving  there  to  go  to 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he  found  employment 
in  the  same  line.  He  held  this  position  for  three 
or  four  years,  when  he  decided  to  return  home 
and  assist  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 


farm.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead  from  the  heirs,  and  has  since 
made  his  home  on  it. 

October  3,  1842,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr. 
Willson  married  Miss  Ann  M.  Young,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Young,  of  Kent  County,  who  lived 
near  the  head  of  the  Sassafras  River  on  a planta- 
tion. In  later  life  he  removed  to  Prince  George 
County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
His  father,  Notley  Young,  was  born  in  England 
and  came  to  America  with  his  father,  Benjamin, 
a person  of  considerable  means  and  influence, 
who  built  a large  mansion  in  Washington,  one 
of  the  famous  houses  of  its  day.  He  owned  at 
one  time  the  whole  southern  portion  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  numbered  among  his 
friends  the  Father  of  his  Country,  George  Wash- 
ington. Mrs.  Willson’s  mother  was,  previous  to 
her  marriage,  Miss  Charlotta  Manning,  of  Prince 
George's  County,  Md. 

Mrs.  Willson  was  born  in  the  year  1819,  in 
Charles  Count}7,  this  state.  Her  marriage  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  viz.:  Dr. 
Thomas  B.,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  William,  who  died  young;  Milford  M. , 
a farmer  residing  in  this  district;  Horace  A.,  a 
merchant  at  Eadesville,  now  deceased,  this  dis- 
trict; Notley  O.,  who  assists  his  father  on  the 
farm;  Julia  R.,  wife  of  James  C.  Ringgold,  of 
this  district;  Peter  C.,  a clerk  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment at  Washington,  D.  C.;  Paul  Alex- 
ander, a farmer  residing  in  this  district,  and  four 
who  died  young. 

Descended  on  both  sides  from  families  long 
and  favorably  known  in  the  community,  and  pos- 
sessing himself  sterling  qualities,  Mr.  Willson 
has  ever  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  respect  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  this  has  been  shown  in 
numerous  ways.  , In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  served  as  county  commissioner  for  two  terms, 
and  for  two  terms  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court. 
In  their  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  adhere  to 
the  Catholic  religion. 

Since  coming  into  possession  of  the  old  home- 
stead, Mr.  Willson  has  added  to  his  acreage  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  about  nine  hun- 
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dred  acres  of  land,  in  whose  cultivation  and  im- 
provement he  takes  a deep  interest.  For  a man 
of  his  years  he  bears  his  age  remarkably  well, 
and  still  takes  interest  in  the  many  things  with 
which  younger  men  concern  themselves. 


AY  WILLIAMS,  a successful  lawyer  of 
Salisbury,  Wicomico  County,  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  his  present  large  practice  in  the 
fall  of  1884,  in  this  place,  he  having  been  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  of  this  county  in  the  preceding  July. 
He  is  thoroughly  posted  in  legal  lore  and  has  had 
wide  and  varied  experience  in  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. For  several  years  past  he  has  been  the 
legal  adviser  of  many  of  the  leading  business 
firms  and  influential  citizens  of  Salisbury  and  vi- 
cinity, and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  town  in  every  way.  His  law  office 
is  one  of  the  most  systematically  arranged  and 
appointed  ones  to  be  found  anywhere,  all  of  his 
books  and  documents  being  carefully  filed  or 
placed  with  reference  to  convenience  and  ready 
access. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Somerset  County, 
Md.,  only  three  and  a-half  miles  west  of  Salis- 
bury, upon  a farm  which  is  now  within  the  limits 
of  Wicomico  County,  June  28,  1859.  He  is  a 
son  of  Luther  M.  and  Eleanor  W.  (Wootten) 
Williams,  who  were  both  natives  ofSussex  Coun- 
ty, Del.,  and  become  residents  of  this  locality 
about  1855.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  was  a very  prosperous  business  man. 
He  owned  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
of  good  land  in  Delaware,  and  over  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  in  this  state.  He  was  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  with  whom  he  had  any  ac- 
quaintance, and  was  an  upright,  conscientious 
Christian.  His  death  took  place  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  in  1882.  The  mother  died  some 
years  previously,  when  in  her  fifty-third  year. 
Of  their  ten  children  seven  grew  to  maturity: 
Alonzo  L. , a farmer  of  this  county ; Caroline,  widow 
of  Isaac  Connoly,  of  Delmar,  Del.;  Martha  J.,  wife 
of  Louis  A.  Pollitt,  who  owns  the  old  home 


place  in  Delaware;  Lucy  F. , wife  of  Hugh  Ellings- 
worth,  of  Salisbury;  Eliza  C.,  deceased,  formerly 
wife  of  Thomas  C.  Morris.  James  M.  was  an 
Episcopal  minister,  and  died  at  Burlington,  N.  J., 
where  he  had  been  rector  of  Burlington  College, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  pastor  pro  tem  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Camden,  N.  J.  His 
family  are  now  living  at  Nyack  on  the  Hudson, 
N.  Y. 

The  early  education  of  Jay  Williams  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home.  He  was  an  apt  student,  and  prepared  to 
enter  the  high  school  at  Salisbury  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  and  graduated  therefrom  three  years 
later.  Then  he  was  admitted  to  St.  John’s  Col- 
lege, at  Annapolis,  Md.,  fora  four  years’  classical 
course,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1880. 
Next  he  was  enrolled  as  a student  in  the  Wesleyan 
University  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  for  a post- 
graduate course,  but  was  obliged  to  return  home 
soon  afterwards,  ill  with  the  scarlet  fever.  Upon 
his  recovery  he  registered  as  a law  student  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Thomas  Humphreys,  who  was 
well  and  favorably  known  to  the  bench  and  bar  of 
the  Eastern  Shore.  Meanwhile,  young  Williams 
taught  school  in  various  places,  Bridgeville,  Del., 
Crisfield,  Md. ; Chincoteague,  Va.,  and  Port  De- 
posit, Md. , etc.  At  length  he  reached  the  goal  to 
which  he  had  so  long  and  bravely  pressed  forward 
— his  admission  to  the  bar,  which  event  took 
place  in  July,  1884.  Immediately  after,  he  es- 
tablished an  office  in  Salisbury,  and  has  since 
been  located  here.  His  practice  is  general  and 
not  confined  to  any  special  branch  of  the  law;  and, 
from  the  very  first,  he  has  met  with  remarkable 
success.  His  many  years  of  stud)"  and  prepara- 
tion formed  a wide  and  liberal  basis  for  his  special 
profession,  and  cultivated  in  him  qualities  of  self- 
reliance,  research,  clearness  of  thought  and  ex- 
pression, and  superior  judgment.  In  political 
affairs  he  is  independent,  and  supports  the  men 
whom  he  considers  best  suited  to  the  office. 

January  30,  1890,  Mr.  Williams  married  A. 
Blanche  Catlin,  daughter  of  Alexander  W.  Cat- 
lin,  a well-known  citizen  of  Wicomico  County. 
The  young  couple  have  one  child,  a little  son, 
Arthur  Everett,  by  name,  They  are  members  of 
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the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Salis- 
bury, Mr.  Williams  being  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  congregation.  The  Williams  family  have 
been  longer  associated  with  the  upbuilding  of 
Delaware  than  of  Maryland,  and  were  originally 
from  England,  where  many  of  them  were  em- 
ployed as  miners.  John  Williams,  of  Cornwall, 
sailed  from  London  in  1736,  and  upon  his  arrival 
in  this  country  settled  in  what  is  now  Sussex 
County,  Del.,  and  died  there  in  1760.  He  was 
the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, and  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article.  He  bought  a large  tract  of  land 
and  this  estate  was  handed  down  from  father  to 
son.  some  of  it  being  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
direct  descendants.  They  have  always  been  re- 
nowned for  straightforwardness  of  conduct,  integ- 
rity of  word  and  deed,  and  for  many  other  of  the 
recognized  Christian  virtues. 


ALFRED  GREENWOOD.  Prominent 
among  the  educators  of  Kent  County  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  at  present  principal  of  the 
Rock  Hall  city  schools.  During  a long  career 
as  a teacher,  extending  over  thirty-two  years, 
he  has  become  well  and  widely  known  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  his  earnestness  and  ability  have  been 
recognized  in  many  directions.  For  four  years  he 
has  held  his  present  responsible  position,  and  the 
progress  of  the  pupils  in  his  charge  and  the  satis- 
faction of  the  parents  is  proof  that  his  selection  for 
the  place  was  a fortunate  event  for  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Greenwood  was  born  February  10,  1846, 
in  Fairlee,  this  county,  his  father,  John  Green- 
wood, being  also  a native  of  that  place.  The  lat- 
ter spent  his  entire  life  as  a farmer,  and  was 
prominent  in  his  locality,  being  an  active  Demo- 
crat. In  1852  and  1853  he  served  as  sheriff of  his 
county,  and  about  1854  held  the  office  of  county 
commissioner.  For  a great  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  took  an  active  interest.  He  was  fairly 


prosperous  in  his  life  work  as  a farmer,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  The  family  is  of 
English  descent,  the  father  of  John  Greenwood, 
William,  having  been  born  in  Southampton, 
England.  He  emigrated  to  this  country  about 
1778,  settling  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
a few  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Delaware  and 
carried  on  a farm.  In  1804  he  purchased  a farm  in 
the  second  district  of  this  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
when  he  was  still  active  in  mind  and  body.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  belonging  to  Reed’s 
rifle  corps,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Corks- 
field,  which  occurred  in  the  fifth  district.  His 
wife,  Mary  Twiford,  the  grandmother  of  J.  Alfred 
Greenwood,  was  also  a native  of  England.  She 
was  brought  to  this  country  at  an  early  age  and 
married  here.  Her  death  occurred  in  1812.  She 
had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  died  young. 
After  her  death  her  husband  married  a Miss  Ad- 
kinson,  of  Caroline  County,  and  they  left  one  son, 
James  W. 

Caroline  Adkinson,  mother  of  J.  Alfred  Green- 
wood, was  a native  of  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County. 
Like  her  husband,'  she  was  a faithful  adherent  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  leaving  five  children, 
namely:  John,  a resident  of  the  third  district,  and 
an  active  politician;  J.  Alfred;  James,  a farmer 
residing  in  the  third  district;  Henry,  also  a farmer 
of  the  third  district;  and  Martha  I.,  who  died  at 
about  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

The  early  education  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  went  to 
Baltimore,  where  he  secured  a position  as  clerk 
in  a general  commission  store,  remaining  there 
for  about  five  years.  Thence  he  returned  to 
Kent  County  and  began  teaching  school,  a pro- 
fession he  has  followed,  as  stated  before,  for  over 
thirty-two  years.  During  all  this  time  he  has 
missed  only  two  weeks’  time  from  his  work,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  taken  up  by  vacations. 
For  eleven  years  of  this  time  he  taught  the  old 
home  school  in  which  his  early  education  was 
received.  His  labors  have  been  confined  to  this 
county,  and  during  his  whole  experience  as  a 
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teacher  he  has  never  been  discharged  from  a 
school.  Four  years  ago  he  accepted  the  position 
of  principal  of  the  Rock  Hall  city  schools  and  he 
has  at  present  four  assistants.  The  satisfactory 
state  of  the  schools  is  strong  proof  of  his  ability 
and  that  his  ideas  and  methods  are  modern  and 
progressive. 

Mr.  Greenwood’s  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
January  1 1 , 1872,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  M. 
Toulson,  of  Kent  County,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Toulson.  The  following  children  have  been  born 
of  this  marriage:  Clarence  A.,  now  engaged  at 
Tolchester  Beach;  Laura  M.  Hope,  wife  of  Joseph 
Kendall,  and  Arthur. 

Though  a life-long  Republican,  Mr.  Green 
wood  finds  little  time  or  inclination  for  active 
politics.  For  about  twenty  years  he  held  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  Fairlee,  where  he  also 
kept  a general  store.  This  latter  business  he 
carried  on  until  1894,  when  he  came  to  fill  his 
present  post. 

Mr.  Greenwood,  his  wife  and  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
taking  a warm  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  the 
former  is  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school. 

« — 5 e — 4 

fcjEORGE  C.  INSLEY,  ofLakeville,  Dorches- 
ter County,  is  one  of  her  most  respected 
citizens  and  is,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word, 
a self-made  man.  His  advantages  in  boyhood 
and  youth  were  of  a most  limited  description,  for 
he  was  poor  and  unable  to  attend  school,  and  with 
such  a handicap  in  life’s  race  he  started  forth  to 
make  a name  and  place  for  himself,  and  nobly  has 
he  succeeded.  By  observation  and  self-culture 
he  became  a practical  business  man  of  fair  general 
information,  and  by  the  exercise  of  indomitable 
pluck  and  energy  he  conquered  in  a financial  way. 
All  credit  is  due  to  such  a man,  for  how  many 
fail  when  they  have  had  every  advantage,  in- 
fluence and  friends  included.. 

The  most  unfortunate  circumstance,  as  it  would 
seem  to  short-sighted  mortals,  in  the  life  of  our 
subject  was  that  death  deprived  him  of  a father’s 


love,  care  and  support  when  he  was  but  an  in- 
fant. The  father,  Elcanion  Insley  by  name,  was 
a farmer  of  Strait  district,  Dorchester  County, 
and  was  quite  a leader  in  the  Whig  party  of  tlrat 
neighborhood.  His  wife  was  Miss  Mary  A. 
Robinson  in  her  maidenhood,  and  she  survived 
him  almost  half  a century,  dying  in  1897,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  She  was  married  a second 
time,  and  by  this  union  with  Zebedee  Todd,  had 
one  son,  Noah  L.  To  her  first  marriage  there 
were  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Rhoda 
became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Insley,  and  Priscilla 
married  James  Todd.  John  H.  is  living  upon 
the  old  home  place. 

George  C.  Insley  was  born  in  Strait  district, 
of  Dorchester  County,  in  1848,  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  old  enough  he  commenced  to  dredge  for 
oysters  along  the  rivers  near.  When  about 
eighteen  he  purchased  a sailing  vessel,  which  fact 
goes  to  show  how  industrious  and  frugal  he  had 
been  for  years,  saving  a dollar  whenever  he  could 
and  adding  it  to  the  little  fund  which  he  watched 
with  pride,  as  it  gradually  increased  until  his 
long-treasured  ambition  to  have  a boat  of  his  own 
was  realized.  From  this  time  on  he  was  enabled 
to  do  much  better,  in  a monetary  point  of  view, 
and  in  the  next  ten  years  he  amassed  a substan- 
tial little  fortune,  which  he  duly  invested  in  more 
oyster  boats,  acting  as  pilot  and  captain  of  the 
little  fleet.  In  1877  he  bought  out  Thomas  J. 
Steward,  a general  merchant  at  Toddville,  and 
there  he  carried  on  the  store  for  seven  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  this  present  location.  He  pur- 
chased a building  and  opened  a store,  containing 
a general  line  of  supplies,  and  in  1891  he  built  a 
fine  two-story  store,  now  occupied  by  his  store 
and  ware  rooms.  He  enjoys  a good  trade  and 
besides  operates  a farm  of  about  twenty-five  acres 
near.  He  owns  altogether  about  five  hundred 
acres  of  good  farm  land  and  an  interest  in  another 
tract  of  several  hundred  acres.  At  the  same  time, 
he  has  not  lost  his  old  liking  for  the  ocean  and  owns 
several  sail  and  oyster  boats  at  this  time.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Red  Men  and  the  Senior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics.  In  his  political  convictions  he  is  a, 
Democrat, 
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A number  of  years  ago  Mr.  Insley  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a very  active 
worker  in  the  organization.  He  has  been  a class- 
leader,  steward  and  trustee  and  is  generous  in  his 
support  of  the  various  enterprises  of  the  denomi- 
nation. His  good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Melissa  F.  Robinson,  is  a daughter  of  William  J. 
Robinson,  of  Strait  district,  Dorchester  County. 


qJEORGE  W.  GRIFFIN.  During  the  years 
in  which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  farming 
pursuits,  Mr.  Griffin  has  gained  a sub- 
stantial success  that  places  him  in  the  ranks  of 
Talbot  County’s  most  successful  agriculturists. 
The  farm  upon  which  he  resides  consists  of  one 
hundred  well-improved  acres,  lying  in  Trappe 
district,  and  bearing  all  the  improvements  to  be 
found  on  a model  estate.  In  addition  to  this 
property  he  is  also  the  owner  of  three  farms,  and 
his  possessions  aggregate  five  hundred  acres,  a 
large  portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 

Near  Cambridge,  in  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
Mr.  Griffin  was  born  February  27,  1833.  He  was 
reared  upon  a farm,  gaining  only  such  advantages 
as  the  local  schools  afforded  and  devoting  his  time 
to  work  instead  of  study.  The  years  of  boyhood 
were  spent  in  his  native  county,  but  in  1844  he 
came  to  Talbot  County  with  his  father,  Caleb 
Griffin,  and  settled  in  Trappe  district.  His  time 
was  given  to  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one, 
after  which  he  remained  at  home,  working  for 
wages  one  year.  He  then  secured  emplo3^ment 
on  board  a bajr  vessel  and  for  five  years  followed 
the  water,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  returning 
to  Trappe  district  and  settling  upon  a farm.  He 
was  not  then  able  to  buy  property  and  therefore 
was  obliged  to  rent  land.  For  sixteen  years  he  oc- 
cupied rented  property,  but  in  the  meantime  he 
carefully  saved  his  earnings,  looking  forward  to 
the  time  when  he  could  buy  a home.  In  1878  he 
purchased  and  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Griffin  took  place  in  1865 
and  united  him  with  Harriet  E.  Boone,  of  this 


county.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Charles  T.,  a farmer  residing  in  this 
district;  George  N.,  deceased;  Franklin,  also 
deceased;  Nanie  B.,  wife  of  George  Stephens,  of 
this  district;  Robert  T.,  deceased;  and  George 
Linden.  The  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Griffin 
bring  him  into  affiliation  with  the  Democratic 
party,  for  whose  candidates  he  always  votes. 
The  success  which  he  has  secured  shows  that  he 
is  a man  of  great  energy  and  unbounded  perse- 
verance. 


OHN  L-  ROBINS,  a native  of  Snow  Hill  dis- 
trict, Worcester  County,  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  the 
locality  mentioned,  where  he  owns  and  cultivates 
a large  and  valuable  tract  of  land.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  L-  Robins,  in  whose  honor  he 
was  named,  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  a native 
of  this  county,  and  James  B.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a merchant  in  the  town  of  Snow  Hill 
for  many  years. 

John  L-  Robins,  whose  name  heads  this  article, 
was  born  February  1,  1854,  in  Snow  Hill,  in 
which  place  his  father  was  in  business  at  the 
time,  and  was  a twin  brother  of  James,  who, 
however,  died  in  babyhood.  The  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Hayward,  and, 
like  her  husband,  was  born  and  reared  in  this 
county.  Our  subject  was  brought  up  and  edu- 
cated in  Snow  Hill,  receiving  good  advantages. 
When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  sent 
away  from  home  to  Washington  and  Lee  Uni- 
versity in  Lexington,  Va.  At  the  end  of  one 
term  he  returned  home  and  thenceforth  de- 
voted his  whole  time  and  attention  to  farming. 
He  now  owns  over  seven  hundred  acres  of  well- 
improved  and  very  desirable  land,  which  is 
suitable  for  raising  a large  variety  of  crops. 
Mr.  Robins  has  developed  into  a practical 
man  of  affairs,  and  uses  excellent  judgment  in 
the  management  of  his  various  financial  ven- 
tures and  undertakings.  His  right'  of  franchise 
he  uses  in  behalf  of  the  platform  and  nominees  of 
the  Democratic  party. 


vS.  ASHTON  TULL. 
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December  12,  1878,  Mr.  Robins  married  Miss 
Julia  L.  Matthews,  who  was  one  of  the  accom- 
plished and  charming  young  ladies  of  Snow  Hill. 
(See  sketch  of  the  Matthews  family  upon  another 
page  of  this  volume.)  She  is  a daughter  of  I.  T. 
Matthews,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  two  bright,  manly  sons,  Thomas  M. 
and  James  B.,  respectively.  They  are  both  at 
home  and  assist  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 
Thomas  is  a graduate  of  the  Snow  Hill  schools. 
Mrs.  Robins  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  of  Snow  Hill  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  religious  and  charitable  work. 


ASHTON  TULL,  postmaster  of  Tulls  Cor- 
ner,  Somerset  County,  received  his  appoint- 
W ment  to  this  office  eight  years  ago,  from 
President  Harrison,  and  is  still  meeting  all  the 
requirements  of  the  position  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  an  enterprising 
merchant  and  has  long  been  a member  of  the  firm 
of  S.  L.  Tull  & Co.,  who  conduct  a general 
supply  store  here.  He  also  belongs  to  the  firm 
of  A.  E.  Tull  & Co.,  oyster  planters  and  packers, 
and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Tull,  Miles  & 
Co. , merchants  and  oyster  packers.  They  own 
several  boats  and  oyster  vessels  and  do  quite  an 
extensive  business. 

S.  Ashton  Tull  was  born  at  Tulls  Corner, 
February  6,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  L.  Tull, 
whose  biography  is  printed  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  Our  subject,  who  is  now  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  activity,  has  always  resided  in 
this  immediate  neighborhood,  and  is  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. His  education  was  derived  from  our 
public  schools,  where  he  was  an  earnest  student 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  His  father 
kept  a store  here  and  the  youth  decided  that 
he  could  do  no  better  than  enter  his  employ 
and  under  his  senior’s  instruction  be  initiated 
into  the  details  of  commercial  life.  Therefore 
he  took  a position  as  clerk,  and  after  having 
faithfully  attended  to  his  duties  he  was  re- 


warded by  being  taken  into  the  firm  as  a mem- 
ber when  he  had  reached  his  majority.  He 
has  been  prospered  in  his  various  ventures  and 
is  a practical  man  of  affairs.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Heptasophs  and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  In  politics  he  is  an  indepen- 
dent Democrat. 

In  January,  1894,  Mr.  Tull  married  Miss 
Sarah  Mather,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Mather, 
a member  of  the  Maryland  annual  conference. 
A bright  little  son  and  daughter  have  come  to 
grace  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tull  and  are 
named  respectively,  Margaret  and  Samuel  W. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tull  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  and  their  family  attend  the 
services  of  the  local  congregation. 


ILLIAM  F.  DASHIELL-  Many  years 
have  rolled  away  since  this  worthy  citizen 
of  the  town  of  Dames  Quarter  located  here 
and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
community.  He  has  been  occupied  in  conduct- 
ing a general  store  here  for  the  past  thirty  years 
and  is  now  practically  retired  since  his  son  took 
the  burden  of  responsibility  from  his  shoulders. 
He  is  a valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  has  been  one  of  the  trustees 
and  also  steward  for  some  time.  In  his  daily 
life  he  has  ever  sought  to  exemplify  the  Golden 
Rule  and  to  put  into  active  practice  the  high  and 
lofty  principles  of  conduct  in  which  he  believes, 
heart  and  soul. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Dashiell, 
was  born  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  his  birthplace  having  been  in  Wi- 
comico County,  Md.  He  was  a lumberman  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  dealt  chiefly  in 
the  ordinary  squared  timber.  He  was  a patriotic 
citizen  and  was  quite  active  in  the  support  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  died  in  1865,  having  lived 
from  the  close  of  one  of  the  two  great  wars  of 
this  fair  land  to  the  close  of  the  other,  which  was 
even  more  terrible  and  disastrous.  His  age  at  the 
time  of  his  demise  was  seventy-seven  years.  He 
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was  the  son  of  James  Dashiell,  of  Wicomico 
Count)-,  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  of  English 
extraction.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Margaret  White  in  the  days  of  her  girlhood  and 
she  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Of  her 
eleven  sons  and  daughters  but  three  survive. 
Maria  is  the  widow  of  William  Simkins;  Peter 
is  the  twin  brother  of  W.  F.,  and  is  a resident 
of  Mt.  Vernon,  Md. 

Born  in  1833,  W.  F.  Dashiell  is  now  in  the 
sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  yet  enjoys  excellent 
health  and  is  strong  in  mind  and  body.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  at  his  birthplace  in  Wicomico 
County  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old, 
when  he  came  to  Dames  Quarter,  and  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  worked  at  this 
business  for  four  years  steadily,  after  which  he 
became  connected  with  the  oyster  trade  and  spent 
much  of  his  time  upon  the  water  during  a period 
of  ten  years.  It  was  in  1867  that  he  opened  his 
store  at  this  point,  the  town  having  been  estab- 
lished by  his  wife’s  father,  Major  White.  He 
has  been  quite  successful  in  business  undertak- 
ings and  has  shown  good  judgment  in  his  invest- 
ments. His  customers  have  invariably  been 
friendly  toward  him,  for  he  endeavors  to  treat  all 
with  courtesy  and  impartiality.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  adherance  and  has  never 
sought  official  distinction.  In  i860  he  married 
Miss  Annie  White,  daughter  of  Major  White, 
and  three  children  blessed  their  union,  viz.: 
S.  Frank,  who  carries  on  the  store;  Ida  May, 
wife  of  Ernest  Kelley;  and  Bessie,  who  is  still  at 
home  with  her  parents. 


LOYD  C.  RAMSDELL,  formerly  senior 
editor  of  the  American  Union , Denton,  Caro- 
line County,  is  the  only  living  member  of  a 
large  family  and  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836.  In  the  office  of  an  older  brother, 
C.  P.  Ramsdell,  in  Franklin,  Pa.,  he  learned  the 
printer’s  trade.  After  working  as  a journeyman 
printer  in  Meadville,  Pa.,  for  a number  of  years, 
he  with  a brother-in-law  of  his  wife  bought  the 


American  Citizen  plant  of  his  older  brother  and 
the  office  in  which  he  learned  his  trade.  During 
the  early  years  of  the  war  he  was  connected  with 
that  paper  as  editor  and  proprietor.  About  the 
close  of  the  war  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper 
and  embarked  in  the  oil  business,  becoming  su- 
perintendent of  one  of  the  large  oil  companies  of 
Philadelphia  that  owned  extensive  properties  in 
the  oil  region. 

In  1869  Mr.  Ramsdell  removed  to  Delaware, 
locating  at  Wyoming.  In  1879  he  came  to  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Having  a decided  taste  for  newspaper 
work,  he  and  his  oldest  son,  Harry  E.  Ramsdell, 
leased  of  that  stanch  old  Republican  editor,  John 
H.  Emerson,  his  newspaper  plant,  The  American 
Union , of  Denton,  Md.,  where  for  a number  of 
years  they  published  the  paper  under  the  lease 
acquired  of  Mr.  Emerson,  and  at  his  death  they 
became  the  purchasers  of  the  plant.  In  1888, 
when  General  Harrison  was  nominated  for  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Ramsdell  attended  the  Chicago  con- 
vention, and  after  Harrison’s  nomination  The 
American  Union  was  a firm  supporter  of  the  Chi- 
cago nominee. 

After  General  Harrison’s  inauguration  Mr. 
Ramsdell  was  a candidate  for  the  position  of  post- 
master at  Denton,  which  appointment  he  received 
from  the  postoffice  department,  and  for  four  years 
was  postmaster  at  this  place.  He  is  the  second 
of  three  brothers,  all  engaged  in  newspaper  work. 
Charles  P. , the  oldest  brother,  was  connected  with 
several  newspapers  as  editor  and  proprietor,  one 
of  them  being  at  Franklin,  Pa.,  and  another  at 
Oil  City,  that  state.  In  the  politics  of  western 
Pennsylvania  he  was  influential.  In  1856  he 
was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention  that 
nominated  John  C.  Fremont.  After  removing  to 
Virginia  he  was  again  a delegate  to  the  national 
convention  that  nominated  General  Grant.  For 
one  or  two  terms  he  was  a member  of  the  house 
of  delegates  from  Surry  County,  Va.  He  was 
nominated  for  lieutenant-governor  on  the  ticket 
with  Judge  Hughes  and  after  their  defeat  Hughes 
was  appointed  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Mr.  Ramsdell  was  made  United  States 
marshal  for  the  Norfolk,  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
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mond  district,  which  office  he  held  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  appointment  was  received 
from  President  Grant. 

Hiram  J.  Ramsdell,  the  younger  brother  of  our 
subject,  was  a prominent  newspaper  man.  While 
yet  young  he  enlisted  and  entered  a Pennsylva- 
nia regiment,  while  serving  in  which  he  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  was  sent 
to  the  Army  Square  hospital  in  Washington. 
When  he  had  partially  recovered  from  his  wounds 
he  was  appointed  clerk  for  the  hospital,  and  was 
finally  discharged  from  the  army.  After  recovery 
from  his  wounds  he  was  sent  to  St.  Domingo  as 
correspondent  for  the  New  York  Tribune  by  Hor- 
ace Greeley  and  went  with  the  Grant  commission 
in  the  United  States  war  vessel  Tennessee.  After 
his  return  he  was  sent  by  the  same  paper  with 
the  first  train  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
later  was  the  Washington  correspondent  for  the 
New  York  Tribune , and  also  correspondent  for 
the  Philadelphia  Press,  Philadelphia  Times  and 
Cincinnati  Commercial.  An  intimate  friend  and 
stanch  admirer  of  James  G.  Blaine,  he  wrote  a 
work  giving  the  life  history  of  that  gifted  states- 
man for  campaign  purposes.  Probably  the  last 
official  document  that  President  Garfield  ever 
signed  was  the  commission  appointing  Mr.  Rams- 
dell to  the  position  of  register  of  wills  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  as  this  document  was  executed 
and  signed  the  morning  that  Garfield  was  shot. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  desire  for  news- 
paper work  seems  to  run  in  the  veins  of  the  Rams- 
dell family.  Besides  the  three  brothers  who  have 
engaged  in  journalistic  work,  the  eldest  son  of 
F.  C.  and  two  sons  of  C.  P.  Ramsdell  are  em- 
ployed on  the  staff  of  two  of  Chicago’s  most 
prominent  papers.  Harry  E.,  the  managing  ed- 
itor of  The  American  Union,  was  born  in  Venango 
County,  Pa,,  April  1,  1862.  He  commenced  to 
learn  the  printing  trade  in  the  Denton  Journal 
office,  but  finally  completed  his  trade  in  the  Union 
office  and  became  identified  with  his  father  in  the 
purchase  of  the  plant.  For  a number  of  years 
he  has  been  the  managing  editor  and  has  had  entire 
control  of  the  paper. 

It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  importance  of 
the  journalistic  profession.  Those  who  enter  it 


should  have  finely  cultivated  minds  and  noble 
hearts,  for  they  in  a large  degree  mold  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people,  and  on  their  efficiency  the 
prosperity  of  a community  depends.  The  work 
which  Mr.  Ramsdell  has  accomplished  through 
the  medium  of  his  chosen  calling  in  life  has  been 
most  helpful  to  the  people  of  Denton  and  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  Caroline  County,  and  he 
deservedly  occupies  a high  place  in  the  regard  of 
the  people.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he  severed  his 
connection  with  the  paper  and  now  devotes  his 
entire  attention  to  farming  and  fruit  growing  at 
his  home,  three  miles  west  of  Denton. 


{ — f- 


r”  RANCIS  S.  LOOCKERMAN  stands  high 
l>)  among  the  farmers  of  Fairmount  district, 

| ( Somerset  County,  both  as  a business  man 
and  as  a citizen,  neighbor  and  friend.  He  lives 
in  one  of  the  old  houses  that  are  numbered  among 
the  landmarks  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  is 
remarkable  for  its  simplicity  and  beauty  of  style. 
He  has  been  a resident  of  Somerset  County  for 
about  thirty  years  and  the  estate  which  he  owns 
and  carries  on  is  a tract  of  some  two  hundred 
acres,  and  descended  to  him  from  his  mother’s 
side  of  the  house,  it  having  been  an  original  grant 
obtained  from  one  of  the  Lords  Baltimore  in  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  Loockermans  are  of  Holland-Dutch  origin, 
but  have  been  so  long  in  America  that  all  traces 
of  their  foreign  birth  long  since  disappeared. 
The  founders  of  the  family  wer?  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Delaware,  from  whence  they  came  into 
Maryland.  Stanley  B.  Loockerman,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Dorchester 
County,  Md.,  and  was  a life-long  resident  of  that 
section  of  the  state.  With  few  exceptions  mem- 
bers of  this  family  have  been  occupied  in  quiet 
agricultural  pursuits.  Washington  C.,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  article,  was  born  in  the  beauti- 
ful little  city  of  Cambridge,  Md.,  and  upon 
arriving  at  maturity  went  to  Baltimore  County, 
across  the  bay.  He  there  married  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Francis  Waters,  a minister  in  the 
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Methodist  Protestant  Church,  to  the  ancestors  of 
whom  the  land  previously  alluded  to  in  this  sketch 
was  granted  about  two  centuries  ago. 

Francis  S.  Loockerman  was  born  in  Baltimore 
County  in  1843,  and  passed  his  boyhood  in  the 
city  of  the  same  name.  About  three  decades 
ago  he  came  to  Somerset  County  and  took  charge 
of  the  farm  which  he  still  operates.  He  has  been 
favored  with  a fair  measure  of  success  and  pros- 
perity and  has  ample  means  with  which  to  pro- 
vide his  family  with  many  of  the  luxuries  as  well 
as  the  necessities  of  life.  He  is  a man  of  com- 
mendable public  spirit  and  in  political  matters  is 
a Democrat.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason.  In 
1870  he  married  Miss  Annie  Ballard,  whose 
father  is  Dr.  R.  R.  Ballard,  of  Fairmount 
district.  She,  also,  is  descended  from  the  historic 
Waters  family.  A son  and  daughter,  Sallie  W. 
and  Washington  C.,  grace  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife. 


ILLIAM  NICHOLS  EARLE  WICKES 
was  born  near  Fairlee,  Kent  County,  Md., 
June  2,  1823,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of 
Capt.  Simon  and  Elizabeth  (Blake)  Wickes,  who 
resided  upon  a farm  called  Tulip  Forest.  His  edu- 
cation, begun  in  the  common  schools,  was  supple- 
mented by  a course  of  study  in  Washington  Col- 
lege, then  in  charge  of  Richard  Williamson  Ring- 
gold.  At  about  the  same  period  the  college  build- 
ings were  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  students  met 
for  recitation  in  a building  that  stood  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Capt.  William 
D.  Burchinal.  At  an  early  age  he  displayed  those 
qualities  of  industry,  perseverance  and  determin- 
ation that  were  among  his  most  marked  charac- 
teristics in  manhood,  and  it  was  the  testimony  of 
his  preceptor  when  he  left  college  that  11c  student 
more  faithful  or  capable  had  ever  been  under  his 
care. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  Mr.  Wickes  went  to  Bal- 
timore, destitute  of  friends  in  that  city  and  equal- 
ly destitute  of  capital,  but  with  a determination 
to  succeed  in  life,  if  success  could  be  obtained  by 


energy,  honesty  and  perseverance.  Entering  the 
employ  of  Marcus  Dennison,  a successful  mer- 
chant, he  continued  in  the  same  place  until 
the  spring  of  1845,  meantime  gaining  a thorough 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business  in 
which  he  engaged.  His  salary,  except  the  amount 
necessary  for  actual  living  expenses,  was  careful- 
ly saved  and  after  a time  he  felt  it  would  be  possible 
for  him  to  embark  in  business  for  himself.  Accord- 
ingly he  returned  to  Kent  County  in  1845  and 
opened  a store  at  the  present  stand  with  his  older 
brother,  the  late  Simon  Wickes,  the  firm  title  be- 
ing Wickes  & Bro.,  with  himself  as  managing 
member  of  the  firm.  In  the  spring  of  1848  his 
brother  withdrew  and  he  continued  the  business 
alone  from  that  time  until  August,  1856,  when 
the  firm  of  Wickes  & Bro.  was  re-established  by 
the  admission  of  his  brother,  Thomas  Stockton 
Wickes,  as  junior  partner.  In  1866  our  subject 
withdrew,  leaving  the  business  entirely  to  the 
brother. 

Upon  the  death  of  Samuel  W.  Spencer,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1869,  Mr.  Wickes  was  called  to  the  position 
of  cashier  of  the  Kent  National  Bank,  of  Chester- 
town,  and  the  duties  of  that  position  he  discharged 
with  the  greatest  discretion  and  intelligence.  In 
the  spring  of  1878  he  resigned  as  cashier  and  re- 
sumed his  connection  with  the  firm  of  Wickes  & 
Bro.,  of  which  he  remained  a member  until  his 
death.  As  a business  man  he  was  keen,  shrewd 
and  penetrating,  quick  to  see  an  opportunity  and 
equally  quick  to  grasp  it.  His  dealings  with  all 
were  honest,  and  no  feature  of  his  character  was 
more  prominent  than  his  uprightness.  From 
1863  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  visitors 
and  governors  of  Washington  College.  In  1867 
he  became  a member  of  the  vestry  of  Chester  par- 
ish, and  in  1881  was  made  a member  of  a commit- 
tee to  superintend  the  repair  and  remodeling  of 
the  parish  church.  For  twenty- four  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  vice-president  of  the  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Kent  County,  a most 
substantial  institution,  and  one  that  is  largely 
patronized  by  people  in  the  county.  At  different 
times  he  held  a number  of  trusts  of  importance 
and  the  beneficiaries  can  testify  to  the  sound  judg- 
ment and  strict  fidelity  with  which  their  interests 
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were  protected.  His  own  interests  and  those  of 
his  brother,  Thomas  Stockton,  he  managed  with 
efficiency  and  discretion. 

June  2,  1857,  Mr.  Wiekes  married  Anne  Eliza- 
beth Wethered,  daughter  of  Peregrine  and  Louisa 
Maria  (Wiekes)  Wethered;  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Anne  R.,  Lewin  W.; 
William  Nichols  Earle,  Jr.,  who  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1863;  and  Louisa,  who  passed  away  in 
1864,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Had  he  been  am- 
bitious to  secure  wealth  he  undoubtedly  would 
have  attained  his  desire,  for  his  business  faculties 
were  strong,  and  he  possessed  the  requisites  of 
success  so  far  as  energ}'  and  intelligence  were  con- 
cerned. However,  the  mercenary  spirit  was  the 
farthest  removed  from  him;  on  the  contrary,  his 
generosity  to  others  was  one  of  his  principal 
characteristics  and  his  benefactions  were  very 
large.  He  died  suddenly,  of  apoplexy,  Septem- 
ber 21,  1895,  and  was  buried  from  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  the  funeral  services  being  conducted  by 
Rev.  S.  C.  Roberts,  D.  D. 


OBERT  H.  MILBOURNEis  one  of  the  hon- 
ored old  residents  of  Brinkley’s  district, 
Somerset  County,  and  for  over  three  decades 
has  been  financially  interested  in  a general  store 
which  he  established  in  Kingston  before  the 
railroad  was  built  through  the  town.  For  a 
few  years  his  son,  Lewis  M.,  has  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  store,  he  being  a member  of  the  firm 
which  is  to-day  known  as  R.  H.  Milbourne  & 
Son.  In  political  matters  our  subject  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  was  register  of  voters  of  this  district  for 
twenty-three  years.  For  about  nine  years  he  was 
station  agent  at  Kingston. 

Robert  H.  Milbourne  is  a son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Peyton)  Milbourne,  both  natives  of  Som- 
erset County.  The  father  was  reared  to  maturity 
in  Dublin  district  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  career.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and 
dealt  in  lumber  (mostly  square  lumber)  to  a 
considerable  extent.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  later  became  affiliated  with  the  Dem- 


ocracy, and  was  a magistrate  and  constable  for 
several  years.  His  death  took  place  in  1868, 
when  he  was  in  his  sixty-second  year.  His  father, 
Nathan,  was  also  a native  of  Dublin  district  and 
there  was  occupied  during  his  mature  years  in 
the  management  of  his  large  farm.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a patriotic 
citizen.  He  died  when  past  the  allotted  years  of 
man,  being  in  his  seventy-sixth  year  at  the  time 
of  his  departure.  The  Milbourne  family  is  of 
English  descent,  and  the  Maryland  branch  of  the 
same  was  founded  by  one  of  two  brothers  who  left 
their  home  under  kingly  rule  to  seek  a new  dwel- 
ling place  in  the  western  continent.  William 
and  Mary  Milbourne  were  pillars  in  the  local 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  former  often 
holding  such  official  positions  as  class-leader, 
steward  and  trustee.  Mrs.  Milbourne,  wdio  was  a 
sweet,  lovable  Christian  lady,  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eight  years  old. 

Of  the  eight  living  children  of  William  and 
Mary  Milbourne  the  subject  of  this  narrative  is 
the  eldest.  The  others  are  as  follows:  Samuel  J., 
a resident  of  Poeomoke  City;  Sarah,  widow  of 
Joseph  Stephenson;  Nathan,  of  Crisfield;  Mary, 
widow  of  Lycurgus  Stephenson;  Sidney  F. , 
whose  home  is  in  Crisfield;  and  Margaret,  wife 
of  John  C.  Mills,  of  Poeomoke  City.  Robert 
H.  was  born  in  Dublin  district  April  6,  1831, 
and  he  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm.  In 
1854  he  went  to  Princess  Anne,  where  he 
opened  a general  store,  and  during  the  suc- 
ceeding twelve  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  that  place.  It  was  in  1866 
that  he  located  in  Kingston,  where  he  established 
a new  store,  and  since  that  time  has  carried  a gen- 
eral line  of  household  supplies,  clothing,  etc. 
His  estate,  which  comprises  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  is  divided  into  four  farms,  all  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kingston  postoffice. 

April  1,  1861,  Mr.  Milbourne  married  Mary 
Wilkins,  who  died,  leaving  one  child,  Mary  E., 
now  the  wife  of  John  E.  Gorsuch,  of  Baltimore 
County.  February  8,  1865,  Mr.  Milbourne  wed- 
ded Louisa,  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Eleanor 
(Ballard)  Miles.  Two  children  came  to  grace 
their  union:  Addie,  who  is  at  home,  and  Lewis, 
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who  is  now  an  active,  energetic  young  business 
man,  and  in  addition  to  running  the  store,  as 
previously  mentioned,  is  financially  interested  in 
planting  and  dealing  in  oysters.  He  is  a vestry- 
man in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  parents  belong,  and  is  upright  and 
thoroughly  honorable  in  all  his  transactions.  In 
these  and  many  other  worthy  respects  he  adheres 
to  the  teachings  and  example  of  his  father,  whose 
name  is  above  reproach. 


ROBERT  A.  DODSON,  M.  D.  Since  gradu- 
ating from  the  University  of  Maryland  Dr. 
Dodson  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Through  diligence  in 
study  and  practical  experience  in  hospital  work, 
he  was  prepared  for  the  successful  practice  of  the 
occupation  which  he  chose  for  his  life  work.  In 
addition  to  his  professional  duties  he  gives  some 
time  to  the  supervision  of  his  property,  including 
two  well-improved  farms  near  the  village. 

Dr.  Dodson  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
June  27,  1836.  (For  his  family  record  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Hon. 
Henry  Clay  Dodson.)  When  he  was  about  two 
years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  St. 
Michael’s,  where  his  education  was  carried  on  in 
the  public  schools  and  under  a private  tutor,  Dr. 
Spencer,  a former  professor  in  Dixon  College.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  to  teach  school  and 
in  this  occupation  he  continued  for  four  years,  the 
intervening  vacation  seasons  being  devoted  to  the 
study  of  medicine.  Later  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1859.  Immediately  after- 
ward he  returned  to  St.  Michael’s,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  Dr.  Dodson  enlisted  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  of  the 
Union  army,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
August,  1865,  when  the  war  was  brought  to  a 
close.  During  a large  part  of  this  time  he  was 
engaged  in  hospital  work,  devoting  his  attention 
to  those  who  were  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle. 


At  the  close  of  the  war  he  opened  an  office  in  Bal- 
timore County,  but  after  a few  years  removed  to 
Chestertown,  Md. , and  resided  near  that  place 
for  six  years,  engaging  in  practice.  On  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  came  to  St.  Michael’s  and  has  since 
engaged  in  practice  in  this  place,  in  connection 
with  professional  work  also  carrying  on  farm  pur- 
suits. 

In  June,  1865,  Dr.  Dodson  married  Miss  Lucy 
J.  Skinner,  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
who  died  in  1875,  leaving  two  children:  Rowena, 
wife  of  Prof.  Charles  H.  Grace,  of  McDonogli  In- 
stitute, Baltimore  County,  Md. ; and  Robert  S., 
now  a student  in  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland.  The  doctor’s  second  mar- 
riage united  him  with  Miss  Mary  Adelaide  Skin- 
ner, a sister  of  his  former  wife.  Two  daughters, 
Lucy  and  Helen,  bless  this  union.  The  family  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  the  doctor  is  a trustee.  In  politics  he 
supports  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  interested 
in  educational  matters  and  is  a member  of  the 
county  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  Granite  Lodge  No.  177,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
St.  Michael’s,  and  takes  an  interest  in  Masonry. 
While  a resident  of  Baltimore  County  he  was  act- 
ively connected  with  the  Baltimore  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  a regular  attendant  at  its  meetings. 


HARLES  W.  CLAYVILLE,  ex-sheriff  of 
Worcester  County,  officiated  in  that  responsi- 
ble position  for  a two  years’  term,  dis- 
charging the  duties  that  rested  upon  him  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  He  was  also  tax  collect- 
or for  the  extremely  long  period  of  twenty  years, 
having  been  elected  and  retained  in  the  office  by 
the  influence  of  his  Democratic  friends.  He  is  a 
thorough,  practical  farmer  and  for  years  has  been 
occupied  in  managing  his  fine  homestead,  which 
is  situated  in  Snow  Hill  district,  Worcester 
County. 

A native  of  this  immediate  locality,  Mr.  Clay- 
ville,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  July  31,  1827, 
and  is  a son  of  Eli  and  Mary  Clay  ville,  who  were 
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both  natives  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  were  the 
owners  of  an  extensive  farm.  Their  other  chil- 
dren were  three  in  number,  viz.:  Emeline,  Esther 
and  Priscilla.  Charles  W.  was  reared  to  maturity 
upon  the  very  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  cul- 
tivates and  in  his  boyhood  was  a pupil  in  the  lo- 
cal schools.  Later  he  attended  the  Snow  Hill 
Academy,  from  which  well-known  institution  of 
learning  he  graduated  in  due  time.  He  had 
always  been  fond  of  his  studies  and  was  a very 
apt  scholar,  and  so,  after  completing  his  educa- 
tion, he  tried  his  hand  at  teaching  for  some  six 
months.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  into 
a general  store  in  Salisbury,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a clerk  for  a year  and  a-half.  From 
that  time  on  he  has  given  his  time  to  agricultural 
pursuits  with  good  results,  and  now  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
arable  and  improved  land. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1878,  Mr.  Clayville 
married  Emma  Smith,  who  was  born  and  grew  to 
womanhood  upon  the  Eastern  Shore.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Charlotte  (Whitiugton) 
Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Judge  Whitington, 
of  Delaware.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayville  have  never 
had  any  children.  They  are  valued  members  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr,  Clay- 
ville has  held  several  important  official  positions 
in  the  congregation.  He  possesses  the  entire 
respect  of  his  associates,  those  who  have  known 
him  well  during  his  whole  life,  and  without  ex- 
ception his  acquaintances  are  always  his  well- 
wishers. 

5 5 4— — - 

qjEORGE  W.  MEZZICK,  a well-to-do  and 
respected  citizen  of  the  second  district  of 
Wicomico  County,  has  resided  at  his  present 
home  but  five  years,  having  purchased  the  place 
in  1892.  It  is  a valuable  tract  of  land,  compris- 
ing one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  improved 
with  good  farm  buildings  and  fences,  and  well 
suited  for  raising  a general  line  of  cereals  and 
products  common  to  this  portion  of  the  state. 
Twice  has  Mr.  Mezzick  served  as  commissioner 


of  Wicomico  County,  his  first  term  being  for 
1885  and  1886  and  the  second  for  1894  and  1895. 
In  1896  he  was  assessor,  and  in  both  positions  he 
gave  satisfaction  to  his  political  opponents,  as 
well  as  to  the  people  of  his  own  party.  He  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  local 
politics. 

The  family  of  Mezzicks  have  been  numbered 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  for  many 
generations,  and  have  been  noted  for  traits  of  in- 
dustry and  integrity  in  all  their  dealings  with  their 
fellow-men.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Nelson 
Mezzick,  was  a native  of  Quantico  district,  Wi- 
comico County,  and  in  his  early  days  followed 
the  trade  of  a ship-carpenter.  Later  he  devoted 
his  whole  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  became  well-off  financially.  He  was 
a member  and  a trustee  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  was  a most  worthy  and  upright 
man,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  his  associates. 
He  married  Miss  Susan  Taylor,  daughter  of 
George  Taylor,  of  the  town  of  Rockawalking, 
Wicomico  County.  She  died,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  George 
W.  and  Elijah  T.,  of  this  vicinity.  The  second 
wife  of  Nelson  Mezzick  was  a Miss  Margaret 
Phillips  in  her  girlhood,  and  to  them  two  chil- 
dren were  born.  After  her  death,  Mr.  Mezzick 
married  Margaret  Venable,  who  has  also  been 
called  to  the  home  beyond. 

The  birth  of  George  W.  Mezzick  took  place 
upon  a farm  near  Quantico,  December  2,  1841, 
and  during  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  district 
schools  a part  of  each  year,  in  time  becoming 
master  of  the  elementary  branches.  When  he 
was  about  fourteen  he  began  farming  in  earnest 
and  in  a few  years  was  a practical  agriculturist, 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  kinds  of  work  neces- 
sary to  the  proper  management  of  a farm.  He 
cultivated  the  Farrington  farm  and  others  in  this 
district  for  about  thirty  years,  removing  from  the 
Waters  to  his  present  homestead  in  1892.  A 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  he  is  now 
holding  the  office  of  prelate  of  the  lodge. 

November  21,  1865,  Mr.  Mezzick  married 
Amelia  Anderson,  whose  father,  James  Anderson, 
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was  a favorably  known  citizen  of  these  parts. 
Two  sons  came  to  grace  the  marriage,  named  re- 
spectively, Herbert  and  George  Marion,  and  both 
are  now  enterprising  young  farmers  of  this  dis- 
trict. For  years  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  former 
being  a vestryman  in  the  same.  They  have 
hosts  of  sincere  friends  among  the  people  of  this 
community,  and  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance  wish  them  well. 


ILLIAM  H.  H.  HOPKINS  is  the  fortu- 
nate owner  of  a beautiful  home  and  farm 
finely  located  on  Coxes  Neck,  Kent  Island, 
in  the  fourth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Md.  He  takes  great  pride  in  fostering  local 
enterprises  and  was  foremost  in  the  work  of 
organizing  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  of 
Kent  Island,  which  was  dedicated  in  the  6o’s. 
Since  then  he  has  been  very  active  in  the  various 
lines  of  its  usefulness  and  has  led  the  choir  suc- 
cessfully for  over  a quarter  of  a century. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  born  on  this  island  in  1841 
and  has  resided  here  all  his  life.  His  parents 
were  Edward  and  Annie  (Cockey)  Hopkins,  the 
mother  a daughter  of  John  C.  Cockey.  Edward 
Hopkins  was  born  on  Kent  Island  about  1804 
and  grew  to  manhood  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life  in  this  community.  He  com- 
menced his  career  at  the  very  foot  of  the  ladder, 
and  though  he  was  a man  of  strictest  integrity 
and  justice,  became  well-to-do,  owning  at  the 
time  of  his  death  nearly  a section  of  land  as  a 
result  of  his  industry  and  good  management. 
His  father,  James,  settled  in  these  parts  after  his 
removal  from  Talbot  County,  where  his  birth  had 
taken  place,  and  where  he  had  grown  to  man’s 
estate.  He  was  a public-spirited  n an,  and  was 
identified  with  many  of  the  infant  industries  and 
improvements  of  the  community  wherein  he  re- 
sided. The  Hopkins  family  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Maryland,  and  were  originally  from 
England.  A brother  of  our  subject,  James  B., 
is  now  living  on  Kent  Island  also. 


I11  1868  the  marriage  of  W.  H.  H.  Hopkins 
and  Elizabeth  Atwell,  of  this  county,  was  cele- 
brated. She  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  Atwell,  and 
by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are:  E.  Atwell,  who  is  married  and  is  en- 
gaged in  business  in  New  York  City;  Clara  and 
Harrison.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
and  are  daily  striving  to  follow  the  teachings  of 
the  golden  rule.  Though  he  did  not  have  the 
advantages  of  a musical  education,  our  subject 
has  always  had  great  love  for  the  art,  and  has 
been  his  own  teacher.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  of  this  island,  and 
has  always  voted  for  the  platform  and  nominees 
of  the  Democracy. 


HOMAS  HICKS  MEDFORD  is  cashier  of 
the  Dorchester  National  Bank  and  one  of 
the  leading  financiers  in  Dorchester  County, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Cambridge.  He  was  born  May  28, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  Edwin  E.  and  Hersilla 
(Hicks)  Medford.  His  father  was  a prominent 
merchant  of  East  New  Market  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1853,  when  our  subject 
was  but  eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  had  died 
two  years  previous.  In  their  family  were  three 
children.  Mary  A.,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife 
of  Francis  H.  Webb,  chief  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court  in  Dorchester  County,  but  now  deceased; 
Seldon  P.,  who  was  a member  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  James  Wallace,  died  in  camp 
in  Salisbury,  Md.,  in  1862. 

Thomas  Hicks  Medford,  who  completes  the 
family,  upon  his  parents’  death  went  to  live  with 
his  uncle  for  whom  he  had  been  named.  This 
uncle,  ex-governor  Thomas  H.  Hicks,  who  was 
the  “war  governor’’  of  Maryland  and  who  by  his 
firmness  in  not  acceding  to  the  demands  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of 
seceding,  saved  the  state  to  the  Union.  At  the 
time  that  Mr.  Medford  became  an  inmate  of  his 
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uncle’s  home  the  governor  was  living  on  a farm 
south  of  Cambridge.  The  youth  attended  the 
academy  in  Cambridge,  and  afterward  entered 
St.  John’s  College,  at  Annapolis,  where  for  two 
years  he  remained  as  a student.  On  laying  aside 
his  text-books  he  began  learning  the  business  of 
tobacconist  in  Baltimore,  where  he  continued  for 
one  year,  when  the  war  broke  out  and  he  returned 
to  Cambridge.  Securing  a clerkship  in  a general 
store  he  was  thus  engaged  until  1873,  when  he 
went  into  business  for  himself,  purchasing  the 
store  of  his  late  employer,  Josias  S.  Simmons. 
For  ten  years  he  successfully  carried  on  general 
merchandising,  enjoying  a large  and  profitable 
trade.  He  was  then  appointed  to  the  position  of 
postmaster  by  President  Arthur,  filling  that  posi- 
tion for  four  years,  in  a most  creditable  and  satis- 
factory manner. 

In  the  year  1889  Mr.  Medford  became  interested 
in  the  organization  of  the  Dorchester  National 
Bank,  which  was  capitalized  at  $50,000.  He 
was  elected  its  first  cashier  and  has  since  oc- 
cupied that  position,  much  of  the  success  of  the 
institution  being  due  to  his  capable  management, 
enterprise  and  sound  business  policy.  The  other 
officers  are:  Henry  Lloyd,  president;  Janies 

Wallace,  vice-president;  and  the  following  direct- 
ors: Judge  Henry  Lloyd,  James  Wallace,  A.  J. 
Foble,  W.  F.  Applegarth,  D.  H.  Le  Compte,  J. 
W.  Henry,  of  Baltimore;  R.  T.  Wright,  George 
W.  Woolford  and  L-  S.  Dail.  This  is  one  of  the 
strongest,  most  reliable  and  most  popular  financial 
institutions  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  its  success 
is  the  natural  sequence  of  the  excellent  business 
policy  which  is  followed  by  its  officers. 

Mr.  Medford  was  married  May  14,  1873,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Hutehin, 
of  Burlington,  N.  J.  They  have  one  child, 
William  H.,  assistant  bookkeeper  in  the  Dorches- 
ter National  Bank.  The  parents  and  son  are  all 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Medford  is  now  serving  as 
trustee.  He  belongs  to  the  subordinate  lodge  and 
encampment  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and 
the  order  of  Heptasophs.  He  is  temperate  in 
his  habits,  honorable  in  all  business  relations  and 


his  influence  is  ever  found  on  the  side  of  right  and 
order.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  some  years  ago  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council,  but  otherwise 
has  steadily  declined  to  hold  political  office, 
though  often  urged  by  his  friends  and  party  to  do 
so. 


ONMONIER  ROWE,  M.  D.,  of  Deal’s 
Island,  is  a descendant  of  a Scotch  family 
that  has  resided  in  Maryland  for  a number 
of  generations.  His  paternal  great-grandfather 
was  a native  of  Aberdeen,  whence  he  emigrated 
to  Somerset  County  and  settled  on  Deal’s  Island, 
afterward  engaging  in  farm  pursuits,  also  for  some 
time  serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  grandfather,  Samuel  Rowe,  was  born 
here  and  throughout  much  of  his  life  engaged  in 
farming.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  about  fifty. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Hon.  George  T.  Rowe, 
spent  his  whole  life  upon  Deal’s  Island.  After 
following  the  water  for  a time  in  early  years  he 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  and  carried 
on  a general  store  for  some  time.  Like  his  father, 
he  advocated  Democratic  principles.  In  1867-68 
he  was  county  commissioner,  and  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  by  the  governor.  In  1877  he 
was  elected  to  the  house  of  delegates,  and  again 
in  1887,  serving  two  terms.  He  died  February 
22,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  E.  Wallace,  who  died  at  thirty- 
eight  years,  he  had  four  children,  but  the  only 
one  now  living  is  our  subject. 

Born  at  Deal’s  Island  in  1859,  Dr.  Rowe  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
Glenwood  Institute,  Howard  County.  In  1881 
he  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Baltimore,  and  then  returned  to  the 
old  home  place,  where  he  has  since  followed  his 
profession.  In  1877  he  received,  through  the 
influence  of  Daniel  M.  Henry,  M.  C.,  an  appoint- 
ment as  cadet  in  West  Point  Military  Academy, 
but  afterward  resigned,  preferring  a professional 
to  a military  life.  Besides  other  interests,  he  has 
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engaged  to  some  extent  in  fanning  and  is  the 
owner  of  three  oyster  boats.  Politically  a Dem- 
ocrat, he  was  his  party’s  candidate  for  county 
commissioner  in  1897  and  is  now  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  central  committee  of  Somerset  County. 

By  his  marriage  to  Emma,  daughter  of  George 
R.  and  Adeline  Hickman,  Dr.  Rowe  has  two 
children,  Elizabeth  Adeline  and  Georgia.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  past  master  of  the  Shield  of  Honor 
and  past  archon  of  the  Heptasophs,  also  medical 
examiner  in  both  orders.  All  matters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  science  of  medicine  receive  his 
thoughtful  attention,  especially  such  as  seem  to 
point  to  improvements  in  its  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  Maryland  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, which  he  represented  in  the  convention  at 
Milwaukee  in  1893.  During  the  same  year  he 
attended  as  a delegate  of  the  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical Faculty  the  first  Pan-American  Medical 
Congress,  which  met  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


0 CORGE  HAYWARD  was  born  and  has  al- 
ways resided  upon  the  old  homestead,  which 
is  located  in  Snow  Hill  district,  Worcester 
County.  He  owns  a large  and  valuable  estate, 
some  six  hundred  acres  all  told,  and  is  very  well 
off  in  this  world’s  goods.  He  has  been  a witness 
of  over  three-score  years  of  the  history  of  the 
progress  of  Eastern  Shore,  and  has  always  en- 
deavored to  do  his  share  in  whatever  movements 
seemed  calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of 
the  citizens  of  this  region. 

Born  February  15,  1830,  Mr.  Hayward  is  a son 
of  John  E.  and  Margaret  (Duer)  Hayward,  who 
were  both  likewise  natives  of  this  portion  of 
Maryland.  Of  their  five  children  three  are  de- 
ceased, and  only  George  and  John  E.  are  left. 
The  latter  is  a farmer,  owning  the  old  estate  in 
Somerset  County,  Md.  Grandfather  John  Hay- 
ward was  also  a native  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Our  subject’s  fa- 
ther was  a very  wealthy  man  for  his  day,  being 
the  owner  of  over  one  hundred  slaves,  and  real 


estate  valued  at  about  $50,000,  it  comprising 
about  three  thousand  acres  of  fertile  farm  land.  At 
one  time  he  was  commissioner  of  this  county. 
His  death  took  place  when  he  was  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  quietly 
enough  upon  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  early 
learned  the  various  lines  of  work  incidental  to 
the  management  of  a homestead.  His  education 
was  completed  in  Jefferson  College,  in  Washing- 
ton, Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1850.  He  then  read  medicine  for  a year,  attend- 
ing lectures  in  the  meanwhile,  but  the  vocation 
not  being  exactly  to  his  taste  he  concluded  to 
return  to  an  agricultural  life.  In  politics  he  is  an 
ardent  Populist,  as  he  believes  that  neither  of  the 
old  parties  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  age  in  the 
right  manner. 

October  13,  1863,  Mr.  Hayward  married  Miss 
Annie,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Crosdale.  She 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  was  a sweet, 
consistent  Christian  lady,  beloved  by  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  She  was  sum- 
moned to  her  reward  in  February,  1882,  when 
but  forty-five  years  of  age.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  allied  themselves  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  many  years  ago.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz.:  George, 
Henry  C.,  Thomas  M.,  William  W.,  Millard  P., 
Barton  L. , John  C.,  Emily  F.  and  Annie  M. 
They  are  bright,  energetic  young  people,  of 
whom  any  parent  might  well  be  proud. 


OHN  H.  SIMPERS.  Intimately  associated 
with  the  business  interests  of  Chestertown 
through  a long  period  of  years,  himself  ac- 
tive in  the  development  of  local  resources  and  in- 
defatigable in  his  efforts  to  promote  local  progress, 
Mr.  Simpers  justly  ranks  among  the  progressive 
'business  men  whose  presence  has  given  individ- 
uality to  the  town.  In  the  long  period  of  his 
business  history  he  has  been  strictly  honest  in 
every  transaction  and  has  thereby  gained  the 
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esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact.  As  a citizen,  too,  he  is  public  spirited 
and  progressive,  and  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
country  is  ever  an  object  of  importance  in  his 
eyes. 

The  Simpers  family  is  among  the  oldest  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  John  B.  Simpers,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Cecil  County  and 
throughout  active,  life  engaged  in  farm  pursuits. 
It  is  probable  that  he  participated  in  the  war  of 
1812,  joining  the  ranks  of  those  volunteers  who 
shared  in  the  defense  of  Baltimore  and  other  cities 
threatened  by  the  British.  In  his  family  there 
were  two  sons  who  attained  years  of  maturity: 
Thomas  W. , a prominent  member  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Methodist  Episcopal  conference;  and 
Henry  G.,  father  of  our  subject.  The  last-named 
was  born  near  North  East  in  1820,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business;  also  for  a time  taught 
school.  Late  in  life  he  became  a minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  in  that  faith  he 
passed  from  earth  in  1872.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Jane  Sherman,  was 
born  in  Salisbury,  Md.,  and  died  at  North  East 
when  thirty-three  years  of  age,  leaving  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  John  H.;  E.  W.  F.,  a busi- 
ness man  of  Chestertown;  Milton  S.,  who  resides 
in  Wilmington,  Del.;  Emma  B.  and  Fannie  W., 
both  living  in  Chestertown. 

Born  in  North  East,  Cecil  County,  Md.,  April 
1,  1849,  the  subject  of  this  article  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  to  Chestertown, 
where  lie  held  a clerkship  in  a store  for  seven 
years,  and  has  since  carried  011  business  for  him- 
self at  the  same  stand  for  twenty-four  years,  meet- 
ing with  a fair  degree  of  success  as  the  result  of 
his  energetic  efforts.  He  began  in  business  with 
little  capital,  with  an  abundance  of  energy  and 
hope,  and  as  he  was  careful  in  his  expenditures 
and  judicious  in  his  purchases,  prosperity  re- 
warded his  efforts.  In  all  his  dealings  he  has 
maintained  that  uprightness  of  character  and  un- 
flinching honesty,  in  even  the  smallest  details, 
which  should  be  characteristics  of  every  fair- 
minded  business  man.  He  carries  in  his  store 
a ful1  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  as  well  as 


a full  stock  of  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes  and  notions, 
and  enjoys  the  patronage  of  a large  proportion  of 
the  citizens  of  Chestertown. 

By  his  marriage  to  Mary  A.  H.  Vannort, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  Vannort,  which 
was  solemnized  in  1873,  Mr.  Simpers  has  four 
sons,  namely:  Henry  G.,  a student  in  the  Col- 

lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Baltimore. 
Frank  V.,  J.  Raymond  and  Earle  D.  In  relig- 
ious connections  he  is  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Protestant  Church.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  for  some  time  has  been  master 
of  the  local  lodge.  His  active  co-operation  may 
be  relied  upon  in  promoting  the  advancement  of 
that  fraternity,  in  aiding  the  progress  of  the 
church  or  in  fostering  plans  for  the  commercial 
development  of  the  community. 


ONATHAN  W.  KERR.  From  boyhood 
Mr.  Kerr  has  been  interested  in  horticulture 
and  it  has  been  his  chosen  occupation  in  life. 
April  4,  1867,  he  arrived  in  Denton,  near  which 
place  he  has  since  resided.  Here  he  at  once 
embarked  in  the  nursery  business,  and  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  his  capital  was  limited  and  obstacles 
many,  from  the  first  he  met  with  success.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  more  than  four  hundred  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  lying  in  the  third  district 
of  Caroline  County,  of  which  amount  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  acres  are  devoted  exclusively 
to  orchard  and  nursery  stock.  He  has  made  a 
specialty  of  the  plum,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
largest  growers  in  the  United  States,  having 
more  than  three  hundred  different  varieties  of  the 
fruit  in  his  orchard  and  nursery.  He  sells  direct 
to  planters  in  large  lots  and  has  a very  extensive 
trade  throughout  the  country. 

Born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  January  23,  1842, 
the  subject  of  this  acticle  is  a son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Gates)  Kerr,  also  natives  of  that 
county.  He  and  his  sisters,  Sarah  A.  and 
Eliza  J.,  are  the  only  survivors  of  the  original 
family  of  eleven  children.  Their  grandfather, 
William  Kerr,  was  born  in  Scotland,  whence  he 
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came  to  America  during  the  Revolutionary  period 
and  at  once  settled  in  York  County,  taking  up 
the  occupation  of  a farmer. 

In  the  public  schools  of  York  County  our  sub- 
ject received  an  education  sufficiently  thorough  to 
permit  him  to  teach.  For  six  winter  seasons  he 
engaged  in  teaching,  the  intervening  summer 
months  being  devoted  to  the  nursery  business. 
Afterwards  he  came  to  Caroline  County,  where 
his  energy  and  acumen  aided  in  promoting  local 
prosperity  during  the  years  that  followed  the  war. 
December  14,  1870,  he  married  Amanda  C.  Sisk, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lucetta  Sisk,  who  re- 
sided upon  a farm  in  Caroline  County.  Three 
children  blessed  their  union,  of  whom  two  are 
living:  Jessie  V.  and  Sophie  G.  The  older 
daughter  is  a graduate  of  the  Woman’s  College 
of  Baltimore  and  is  a talented  musician,  of  which 
art  she  is  a capable  instructor.  The  younger 
daughter  will  graduate  in  the  spring  of  1898  from 
the  Woman’s  College  of  Frederick. 

During  the  administration  of  Governor  Hamil- 
ton, Mr.  Kerr  was  appointed  register  of  voters. 
Politically  he  adheres  loyally  to  the  principles  of 
General  Jackson  and  is  a Democrat  of  the  stanch- 
est type.  Unwilling  to  occupy  public  position, 
he  declined  to  accept  the  nomination  for  the 
legislature,  which  was  tendered  him  by  his  party. 
Fraternally  a Mason,  he  has  been  master  of 
Temple  Lodge  No.  128,  at  Denton,  fora  number 
of  years.  In  religious  belief  he  is  identified  with 
the  Reformed  Church,  while  his  wife  is  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 


HON.  PHILLIPS  LEE  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
one  of  the  leading  young  men  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  is  well  known  as  editor,  attorney 
and  politician.  He  was  born  in  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County,  Md.,  August  6,  1865,  and  is 
second  of  four  living  sons  of  Worthington  and 
Henrietta  Maria  (Jones)  Goldsborough,  and  a 
grandson  of  the  late  Judge  Brice  Goldsborough, 
of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Maryland,  and  of  Hon. 
Samuel  Jones,  for  many  years  a prominent  poli- 


tician and  the  register  of  wills  of  Somerset 
County.  His  youth  was  passed  principally  in 
Dorchester  Count}"  and  at  Annapolis,  Md.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cambridge  and  he  also  attended  the  Episcopal 
high  school  of  Virginia,  near  Alexandria,  when 
fifteen  years  of  age.  After  a short  time  in  that 
school,  however,  he  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he 
studied  in  private  schools  for  some  time. 

Before  attaining  his  majority  he  began  the 
study  of  law  with  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  M. 
Henry,  Jr.,  of  Cambridge,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Maryland, 
and  subsequently  to  the  court  of  appeals  of 
the  state.  Shortly  thereafter  he  went  to  San 
Francisco  to  act  as  chief  clerk  to  his  father, 
Worthington  Goldsborough,  of  the  United  States 
navy.  Returning  to  Cambridge  in  the  spring  of 
1890,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  at  once  became  a leading  factor  in  local 
Republican  politics.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  was 
nominated  by  his  party  for  the  office  of  state’s 
attorney  of  Dorchester  County,  and  defeated  his 
opponent  by  a small  majority.  Since  that  time 
he  has  continued  to  hold  the  office,  having  been 
elected  for  a second  term  by  a majority  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  leading  his  ticket. 

In  1895  he  was  a candidate  for  congress,  but 
was  defeated  in  convention  at  the  end  of  a hard 
and  close  fight.  In  1896  he  was  a candidate  for 
the  United  States  senate  before  the  assembly  of 
Maryland,  and  was  defeated,  after  a long  and  hard 
struggle,  by  an  extremely  narrow  vote.  At  the 
Republican  state  convention  of  1897  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  office  of  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of 
Maryland,  being  elected  November  2 by  a ma- 
jority of  over  seven  thousand  votes.  I11  the  spring 
of  1895  he  organized  and  started  the  Dorchester 
Standard , a weekly  Republican  newspaper,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  proprietor  and  editor. 
He  is  fond  of  the  bicycle  and  is  a charter  member 
of  the  Cambridge  Cycle  Club.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Athenaeum  Club,  the  Columbian 
Club,  Young  Men’s  Republican  Club  and  the 
Journalistic  Club,  all  of  Baltimore.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  identified  with  Christ  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a vestryman. 
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Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  in  1893, 
united  him  with  Miss  Ellen  Showed,  of  Wor- 
cester County,  Md.,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Showed.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a 
son,  Phillips  Lee,  Jr. 


AMES  L-  BENNETT  has  been  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Rock  Creek, 
Tangier  district,  since  he  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  by  perseverance  and  judicious  manage- 
ment he  has  become  known  as  one  of  the  reliable 
business  men  of  Somerset  County.  In  addition 
to  the  sale  of  general  merchandise  he  has  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  the  oyster  business,  being  the 
owner  of  a large  number  of  oyster  boats;  and  he 
also  maintains  the  supervision  of  his  farm  of  fifty 
acres,  these  several  enterprises  demanding  his 
entire  time  and  leaving  him  little  opportunity  for 
participation  in  political  affairs.  However,  he 
finds  time  to  advance  the  cause  of  Prohibition,  in 
which  he  is  deeply  interested  and  quite  active. 
In  1885  and  again  in  1891  he  was  the  candidate  of 
the  Prohibition  party  for  the  legislature  and  in 
1897  he  was  nominated  for  county  commissioner. 

The  Bennett  family  is  of  English  descent  and 
its  members  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Wicomico  County.  Our  subject’s  grandfather, 
James  Bennett,  was  born  in  that  county,  where 
he  followed  farm  pursuits  until  his  death,  at 
thirty-two  years.  Politically  he  voted  the  Whig 
ticket.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  T. 
Bennett,  was  born  and  reared  in  Barren  Creek 
district,  Wicomico  County,  where  he  is  a large 
farmer  and  land  owner,  also  has  an  interest  in  a 
milling  business.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  has 
served  as  constable  and  deputy  tax  collector,  and 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 
The  homestead  where  he  still  resides  is  situated 
twelve  miles  from  Salisbury;  and  here  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  born  October  16,  1849.  He 
was  the  second  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
named  as  follows:  Sophronia  E-,  the  widow  of 


Levin  H.  Bennett;  Ebenezer  T. , Jr.,  Thomas  W., 
Gillis  E.,  Isaac  S.  and  Louis  A.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  Sallie  E.  Taylor,  a daughter  of 
Levi  Taylor;  she  is  still  living  and  holds  a high 
place  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her.  In  re- 
ligion she  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  our  subject  came  to 
Somerset  County  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
Tangier  district,  his  postoffice  address  being 
Chance.  By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Tigner,  of  this  place,  he  has  four  chil- 
dren: L-  Atwood,  an  attorney-at-law,  residing  in 
Salisbury;  S.  Edith,  wife  of  W.  C.  Todd;  Bertha 
E.  and  Harley  D.  Fraternally  Mr.  Bennett  is 
identified  with  Aurora  Lodge  No.  69,  K.  of  P. , 
Tangier  Lodge  of  the  Shield  of  Honor,  and  the 
Nanjemoy  Tribe  of  Red  Men.  For  some  years 
he  was  steward  and  trustee  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  also  class-leader  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  his  district  and  as  such 
is  well  known  and  respected. 


ILLIAM  A.  VANE,  of  Church  Creek, 
Dorchester  County,  is  a well-known  citizen 
and  a leader  in  the  local  Republican  party. 
He  has  held  several  official  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  and  among  others  was  postmaster  of 
this  place  under  the  administration  of  President 
Lincoln  for  four  years,  and  also  under  his  succes- 
sor, Andrew  Johnson.  In  1880  and  in  1890  he 
acted  as  census  enumerator,  and  has  been  a can- 
didate for  the  house  of  delegates,  county  commis- 
sioner and  judge  of  the  orphans’  court. 

Joseph  T.  Vane,  the  father  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  is  yet  strong  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
life,  though  he  is  four-score  years  of  age.  He  is 
a native  of  the  vicinity  of  Linkwood,  Dorchester 
County,  and  passed  perhaps  thirty-five  years 
there.  Then  coming  to  Church  Creek,  he  estab- 
lished a wheelwright’s  shop  here  and  carried  it  on 
for  about  four  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  for  a short  time.  He  finally 
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located  upon  the  farm  where  he  is  yet  residing, 
and  devoted  himself  thenceforth  to  its  cultivation. 
He  is  an  active  Republican,  and  religiously  is 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
His  father,  Allen  Vane,  of  Linkwood,  was  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner  and  slave  holder  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century,  and  was  very  rich.  He  died 
when  about  fifty  years  old.  His  ancestor  was  a 
native  of  England  and  made  a settlement  near 
Linkwood,  and  in  that  locality  many  generations 
have  since  flourished.  Joseph  Vane  was  married 
three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Henrietta  Brins- 
field,  who  died,  leaving  three  children:  William 
A.;  Alexander,  deceased;  and  Joseph  H.,  of 
Golden  Hill.  The  second  wife  was  a Mrs.  Hur- 
ley, by  whom  there  were  no  children.  After  her 
death  Joseph  Vane  married  Annie  Vincent,  who 
is  still  living.  They  have  had  eleven  children, 
two  of  the  number  being  now  deceased. 

William  A.  Vane  was  born  in  this  county, 
upon  the  paternal  homestead  near  Linkwood, 
September  24,  1839,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools.  He  remained  at 
home  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  in  earnest,  and  thus  spent  the  next  three 
years.  He  has  always  had  great  fondness  and  a 
natural  aptitude  for  music,  and  at  this  time 
taught  the  art  of  vocal  music  for  about  a year. 
In  1861  he  became  a clerk  in  the  employ  of 
Thomas  D.  Esgate,  and  remained  with  him  for 
two  years.  He  then  established  a general  store  at 
Church  Creek  and  carried  on  this  enterprise  until 
1868.  Becoming  financially  interested  in  ship- 
ping affairs,  he  sailed  upon  a vessel  from  this 
point  to  Baltimore  and  return  during  several 
years,  and  at  last  became  part  owner  in  a boat 
which  plied  in  these  inland  waters.  After  oper- 
ating a general  store  at  Church  Creek  five  years 
or  thereabout  he  was  burned  out,  and  since  that 
time  has  devoted  his  attention  entirely  to  the 
trade  of  ship-carpentering.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Baltimore. 

In  1862  Mr.  Vane  married  Sarah  P.,  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  Fooks,  of  Dorchester  County. 
To  this  worthy  couple  four  children  have  been 
born:  Allen  P.,  a sailor;  James  G.,  a merchant 
of  this  place;  William  B.,  who  has  money 


invested  in  a ship  which  plies  the  bay;  and  Floyd 
B.,  who  is  a sailor  and  makes  his  home  and 
headquarters  in  Church  Creek.  Mrs.  Vane  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


ILLIAM  W.  WILLIAMSON.  As  might 
be  surmised  by  the  student  of  nomencla- 
ture, this  worthy  citizen  of  the  fourth  dis- 
trict of  Caroline  County  is  of  direct  Welsh  de- 
scent, but  his  ancestors  have  been  associated  with 
the  history  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  for 
so  many  generations  that  the  family  appears  to 
be  indigenous  to  the  soil.  Beginning  his  career 
without  means  or  influence,  our  subject  is  another 
striking  example  of  what  success  may  be  accom- 
plished by  a young  man  of  energy  and  determin- 
ation, provided  that  he  exercises  good  judgment 
and  high  principle,  for  there  is  truly  sense  in  the 
old  saying  that  “honesty  is  the  best  policy,’’  and 
without  correct  principles  of  action,  prosperity  in 
a financial  way  cannot  be  desirable  or  a matter  of 
true  success  or  happiness. 

Born  in  Caroline  County,  near  Concord,  in 
1821,  Mr.  Williamson  is  a son  of  Ennalls  Will- 
iamson, who  was  a native  of  Delaware,  but  who 
died  in  early  life,  when  our  subject  was  a mere 
child,  and  thus  he  is  unable  to  obtain  definite 
information  as  to  the  exact  locality.  His  grand- 
father, Elijah  Williamson,  was  also  a native  of 
Delaware.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a Miss 
Sarah  Fisher  in  her  girlhood. 

The  early  years  and  youth  of  W.  W.  William- 
son were  spent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Preston, 
Caroline  County,  and  such  education  as  he  ob- 
tained was  confined  to  that  which  was  to  be  had  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  day,  but  he  has  since 
read  extensively  and  is  thoroughly  posted  in 
matters  of  great  importance  and  on  general  topics 
of  the  times.  From  a small  beginning  as  a 
farmer  he  has  advanced  until  at  this  writing  he 
owns  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  fine  as  can 
be  found  in  this  county,  and  in  addition  to  this 
he  is  the  proprietor  of  a mill  in  Dorchester 
County,  this  being  carried  on  by  his  son,  William 
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Fletcher,  at  present.  He  has  always  taken  active 
part  in  political  and  local  affairs,  and  has  been 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  since  he 
became  a voter. 

In  1864  Mr.  Williamson  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  John  H.  Fletcher.  Their  eldest  daughter, 
Carrie,  married  W.  T.  Hassiuger,  and  died  leav- 
ing a child;  William  F.  resides  at  Cabin  Creek, 
Dorchester  County;  Edgar  is  a teacher  in  Dela- 
ware; May,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  the 
wife  of  Kirby  Wrightson.  Edgar  was  educated 
in  the  higher  branches  of  learning  in  the  Preston 
Academy  and  in  Washington  College.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  always  in  hearty  accord  with  all 
worthy  philanthropies,  assisting,  as  far  as  they 
are  able,  to  advance  the  cause  of  righteousness 
and  justice  among  their  fellow-men.  Mr.  Will- 
iamson has  lived  to  see  his  children  honored 
members  of  society  and  will  leave  to  them  that 
priceless  heritage— a stainless  name.  His  life  has 
been  blessed  with  the  esteem  and  love  of  his  asso- 
ciates, the  hallowed  influences  of  a happy  home 
and  family,  and  no  one  can  estimate  the  power 
for  good  such  a man  is  in  a community.  Certain- 
ly his  life  contains  inspiration  for  others  who  are 
struggling  as  he  did,  along  the  thorny  highway 
of  poverty  and  deprivation,  and  encouraged  by 
his  success,  they  will  persevere. 


ROF.  JAMES  SWANN,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  factor  in  advance  educational 
work,  has  been  interested  in  other  lines  of 
labor,  notably  the  insurance  business,  and  for 
some  time  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Caroline  County. 
Formerly  of  Republican  belief,  he  is  now,  how- 
ever, a Prohibitionist  in  his  views  and  is  chair- 
man of  the  party  in  Caroline  County  and  one  of 
its  most  influential  members. 

Upon  a farm  near  Ridgely,  Caroline  County, 
Professor  Swann  was  born  011  the  4th  of  July, 
1848,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Chaf- 
finch) Swann,  also  natives  of  this  county.  His 


father  was  born  in  1809  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of 
agricultural  operations.  At  various  times  he  was 
elected  to  local  offices.  He  died  in  1865  upon  the 
farm  where  he  had  passed  his  entire  life.  Though 
not  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
he  was  particularly  interested  in  its  work  and 
aided  in  its  benefactions.  His  father  was  also 
born  at  the  old  homestead,  covering  the  present 
site  of  Ridgely,  which  land  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family  for  over  two  hundred  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  died  in  1869, 
had  a family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Sarah  Elizabeth  died,  unmarried,  in  1895;  Will- 
iam Thomas,  a farmer,  resides  near  Ruthsburg, 
Queen  Anne’s  County;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  James 
D.  Wilson,  a miller  and  farmer  living  in  Caro- 
line County;  James  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth; 
Gilbert,  an  agriculturist,  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead; and  Henrietta  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
In  the  local  public  schools  our  subject  received 
an  excellent  education  and  this  was  supple- 
mented by  four  years’  attendance  at  Fulton  Sem- 
inary in  Fulton,  Del.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
began  to  teach,  in  which  way  he  earned  the 
means  necessary  for  prosecuting  his  studies. 
After  finishing  his  seminary  education  he  taught 
in  the  same  institution  for  a period  of  two  years, 
and  later  was  an  instructor  in  public  schools  in 
Caroline  County,  also  for  two  years  teacher  in 
the  Wilmington  Conference  Academy  of  Dover, 
Del.  I11  1882  he  became  examiner,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  schools  of  Caroline  County, 
and  that  responsible  position  he  held  for  five 
years,  discharging  its  duties  in  a manner  so  effi- 
cient as  to  win  the  commendation  of  all. 

On  retiring  from  educational  work  he  became 
interested  in  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he 
is  now  engaged.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and 
is  past  master  of  his  lodge.  Identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  served  as 
trustee,  class-leader  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  has  also  been  an  exhorter. 
No  one  takes  a deeper  interest  than  he  in  church 
work,  and  certainly  few  have  contributed  more 
in  time  and  means  to  the  church  with  which  he 
is  connected.  Music  is  one  of  his  chief  pleasures, 
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and  his  talent  in  this  line  is  utilized  for  the  en- 
joyment and  profit  of  others.  Besides  being  in- 
terested in  Masonry  he  is  also  associated  with  the 
Heptasophs  and  takes  an  interest  in  both  frater- 
nities. 


ACOB  WESLEY  WEBSTER,  one  of  the 
honored  old  residents  of  Deal’s  Island,  is  now 
retired  from  active  business  life,  but  has  a 
good  income  from  judicious  investments  that  he 
made  in  the  past.  His  whole  life  has  been  passed 
in  Somerset  County,  and  for  about  thirty- five 
years  he  was  interested  in  the  oyster  trade,  being 
upon  the  water  much  of  the  time.  He  has  been 
recognized  as  an  influential  man  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Democracy  in  this  region,  and  in  1887  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  Maryland  as  cap- 
tain of  the  Bessie  Woolford,  a police  boat  de- 
tailed to  carry  out  the  laws  relating  to  the  oyster 
beds  abounding  in  the  local  creeks  and  bays.  As 
such  Mr.  Webster  served  most  efficiently  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

Born  iu  1833,  J.  W.  Webster  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam J.  and  Mary  Webster,  natives  of  Deal’s  Island. 
The  father  lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  of  age, 
while  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -eight. 
They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  were  worthy  Christians  in  word  and 
deed.  Of  their  six  living  children  our  subject  is 
the  eldest, while  the  others  are  as  follows:  William 
J.;  Julia  A.,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Shores;  Melissa  J.,  wife 
of  Hampton  B.  Walter;  Isabel,  wife- of  Lazarus 
Wilson;  and  Zachary  W.,  whose  sketch  is  printed 
upon  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  our  subject 
lived  quietly  at  home  with  his  parents,  brothers 
and  sisters,  a part  of  each  year  attending  the 
local  schools.  In  his  youth  lie  worked  a little  at 
farming,  but  the  attractions  of  the  sea  were  much 
greater  to  his  mind,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  literally  began  to  “paddle  his  own 
canoe.”  During  the  war  he  had  a rather  excit- 
ing and  decidedly  unpleasant  experience,  as  he 
was  arrested  on  a charge  of  being  a rebel  and  was 
confined  in  prison  at  Salisbury  for  a time.  His 


allegiance  to  his  country  has  never  since  been 
questioned,  and  he  has  always  endeavored  to  do 
his  entire  duty  as  a citizen  and  voter.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Tangier  Lodge  No.  59,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
in  which  he  has  held  all  the  offices  below  that  of 
senior  warden.  He  also  is  a member  of  Aurora 
Lodge  No.  69,  K.  P.,  having  passed  all  the 
chairs.  In  Nanjemoy  Tribe  of  Red  Men  he  has 
occupied  several  offices. 

Mr.  Webster  married  Drusilla,  daughter  of 
Jabez  and  Elizabeth  Webster.  They  have  nine 
living  children.  The  five  older  ones  are  sons, 
viz.:  Benjamin  F.,  William  W.,  ThomasJ.,  David 
O.  and  Andrew  J.  Benjamin  F.  married  Mary 
J.  Horner.  Melissa,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Horner.  Mary  E.,  the  next,  is  the 
wife  of  David  White.  Catherine  C.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Anderson.  Virginia  C.  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family  and  is  still  at  home.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

OSEPH  F.  SISK  has  been  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Cordova,  Talbot  Count}', 
since  1882,  and  during  a portion  of  the  time 
served  as  postmaster  of  the  place,  but  resigned  in 
1892.  At  first  he  was  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  but  afterward  bought  the  latter’s  interest 
and  has  since  conducted  the  business  alone.  He 
is  a man  of  energetic  disposition  and  honorable 
character,  honest  iu  his  dealings  with  all,  and  has 
built  up  a good  trade  among  the  people  of  the 
village  and  surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Sisk  was  born  near  Cambridge,  Dorchester 
County,  Md.,  March  3,  1856,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Lucetta  (Dean)  Sisk.  His  father, 
who  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
life,  held  office  as  a magistrate  for  many  years 
and  was  also  assessor  of  his  district.  From  Caro- 
line he  removed  to  Dorchester  County  in  early 
life,  and  there  he  resided  until  his  death,  in 
March,  1887.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat  and 
in  religious  belief  held  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
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steward  for  thirty-three  years.  He  was  a man 
of  prominence,  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  wife  is  still  living  and  is  now  seventy  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Amanda,  wife  of  J.  W.  Kerr,  of  Den- 

ton, Md. ; Lizzie  E. ; Joseph  F.;  Thomas  J.  (twin 
brother  of  our  subject);  and  Albert  W.,  of  Preston. 

When  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  high 
school  in  Preston,  Caroline  County.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  began  as  a teacher,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  continued  for  nine  years  in  Ohio  and 
Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came  to  Mary- 
land, settling  in  Cordova,  where  with  his  twin 
brother  he  bought  the  mercantile  business  of  R. 
R.  Shull,  and  this  store  he  now  conducts  alone, 
having  purchased  his  brother’s  interest.  From 
1885  to  1892  he  was  postmaster.  In  politics  he 
adheres  to  Democratic  principles.  He  is  financier 
of  the  Heptasophs,  and  in  religious  connections 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  been  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
ten  years.  June  1,  1883,  he  married  Emma  Gil- 
bert Dixon,  daughter  of  Col.  George  Dixon,  of 
Preston,  and  an  estimable  lady,  whose  death, 
August  6,  1895,  was  deeply  mourned.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  the  union,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  William,  Pauline,  Grace,  Herman  and 
Gilbert.  October  20,  1897,  Mr.  Sisk  married  Miss 
Minnie  Grace  Fleckenstein,  daughter  of  L-  N. 
Fleckenstein,  a farmer  near  Easton. 


ESSE  A.  WRIGHT.  The  life  of  this  well- 
known  business  man  shows  what  is  within 
the  power  of  an  industrious,  energetic  man 
to  accomplish.  Beginning  in  business  with  no  cap- 
ital, he  has  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  opposing  cir- 
cumstances and  misfortunes,  achieved  a success 
that  is  truly  commendable.  In  1882  he  came  to 
what  is  now  Choptank  and  here  he  has  since  re- 
sided. It  is  largely  due  to  his  presence  here  and 
the  impetus  he  has  given  different  industries  that 
the  village  has  risen  to  an  important  position 
among  the  towns  of  Caroline  County. 

Near  Fedtralsburg,  in  Caroline  County,  Mr. 


Wright  was  born  in  1856,  the  son  of  John  P.  and 
Anne  (Kimmev)  Wright,  natives  respectively  of 
Dorchester  and  Caroline  Counties,  and  for  many 
years  past  residents  of  Choptank.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Jesse  Wright,  was  a son  of  Constant 
Wright,  who  was  a native  of  England  and  an  em- 
igrant to  Maryland.  The  family  of  which  our 
subject  was  the  eldest  consisted,  besides  himself, 
of  the  following:  William  J.,  of  Choptank;  Wal- 
ter M.,  who  resides  in  Talbot  County;  Oliver  R., 
residing  in  Hurlock;  Maggie  A.,  Martin  M.,  of 
Easton;  and  Nettie  V.,  wife  of  M.  M.  Willey,  of 
Choptank. 

On  the  farm  near  Choptank  our  subject  passed 
the  years  of  boyhood.  In  1877  he  married  Miss 
Dora,  daughter  of  Peter  Carroll,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  the  following-named  children: 
Emilene,  Clarence  E.,  Ira  W.,  Minnie  E.,  Dora, 
Alcade,  Riley  W.  and  Roland.  In  1882  Mr. 
Wright  came  to  Choptank  and  built  a hominy 
factory,  which  he  continued  to  operate  each  suc- 
cessive winter  until  1895.  To  this  business  in 
1883  he  added  the  manufacture  of  fertilizer, 
which  he  carried  on  until  1887.  In  1885  he  built 
a factory  for  the  manufacture  of  canned  goods, 
and  here  he  cans  all  kinds  of  fruit  in  season. 
Erecting  a store  building  in  1888,  he  began  in  the 
mercantile  business  which  he  has  since  conducted, 
now  having  an  extensive  stock.  In  1891  he 
erected  his  present  store  building,  where  he  car- 
ries a full  stock  of  goods,  and  in  connection  with 
its  management  he  manufactures  shirts  on  con- 
tract, selling  to  the  wholesale  business.  In  con- 
nection with  other  lines  of  work  he  has  handled 
real  estate  and  has  also  erected  the  majority  of 
the  houses  in  the  village. 

In  June,  1894,  Mr-  Wright  met  with  a serious 
accident,  occasioned  by  a boiler  explosion  in  his 
shirt  factory.  He  was  so  badly  scalded  that  for 
twenty-one  days  he  lay  unconscious,  and  though 
he  finally  recovered,  because  of  a crushing  fract- 
xtre  of  the  limb  he  was  left  a cripple  for  life.  This 
misfortune,  however,  he  does  not  allow  to  interfere 
with  the  management  of  his  business,  but  ener- 
getically and  cheerfully,  as  in  the  past,  he  carries 
on  the  various  enterprises  in  which  he  is  inter- 
ested. Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  voted 
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the  Republican  ticket  at  all  elections  and  is  a firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party.  With  his 
family  he  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 


APT.  WILLIAM  K.  LEATHERBURY  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  village  of  White- 
haven, Wicomico  County,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  packing  oysters  for  the  market.  He  is 
a young  man  in  the  prime  of  activity  and  energy 
and  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front  here  on  account 
of  his  ability  and  good  business  methods.  Be- 
sides conducting  the  enterprise  just  referred  to, 
he  has  been  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at  this 
point  and  numbered  among  his  patrons  many 
sincere  friends,  who  still  remember  him  most 
kindly. 

Mr.  Leatherbury  is  about  thirty-nine  years  of 
age,  as  his  birth  took  place  upon  the  i ith  of  De- 
cember, 1858.  He  is  a native  of  this  county  and 
is  the  eldest  in  a family  comprising  eight  chil- 
dren. One  of  the  number  is  deceased,  and  the 
others  are:  Charles,  John,  Robert  L. , Harry  B., 
Hettie  and  James  L.  The  parents  were  Capt. 
James  and  Matilda  (Wingate)  Leatherbury,  both 
natives  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Grandfather 
Leaven  Leatherbury  was  also  born  in  this  portion 
of  Maryland  and  was  extensively  engaged  in 
agriculture.  His  father,  Maj.  Robert,  was  a na- 
tive of  England  and  won  his  title  in  the  American 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  settled  permanently 
near  the  town  of  Whitehaven,  in  this  county, 
and  became  wealthy  in  landed  estate. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  gained 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  district,  to 
which,  as  a basis,  he  has  since  added  knowledge 
gained  in  the  world  of  business,  private  reading 
and  general  observation.  He  was  brought  up 
with  his  father  to  a sea-faring  life  and  followed 
the  water  until  his  nineteenth  year.  He  then 
became  captain  of  his  own  vessel  and  sailed  upon 
the  bay  and  ocean  until  his  twenty-ninth  year, 
but  since  that  time  he  has  given  his  attention  to 


packing  and  shipping  oysters,  and  has  met  with 
good  financial  returns.  In  political  matters  he 
is  always  to  be  found  upon  the  side  of  the  Democ- 
racy, though  he  is  not  an  office-seeker,  nor,  in 
any  sense  of  the  word,  a politician.  Socially  he 
is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

December  7,  1882,  Mr.  Leatherbury  married 
Lillian  N.  Toadvine,  who  conies  from  a family 
that  is  very  well  known  and  highly  respected  in 
this  district.  She  was  born  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  this  vicinity  and  is  an  estimable  lady, 
beloved  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  her  ac- 
quaintance. To  this  marriage  four  children  were 
born,  but  the  eldest,  Mazie,  and  the  only  son, 
William  K.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  have 
been  claimed  by  the  angel  of  death.  The  others 
are  respectively,  Lettie  and  Nellie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leatherbury  are  regular  attendants  upon 
the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  liberal  in  their  donations  to  various  re- 
ligious and  charitable  organizations. 


NARRY  A.  ROE,  one  of  the  successful  busi- 
ness men  of  Denton,  was  born  in  Minne- 
sota, August  18,  1857,  being  a son  of  Hon. 
A.  B.  and  Catherine  (Skirven)  Roe,  both  natives 
of  Maryland.  His  father,  who  was  in  early  life 
engaged  in  the  building  business,  afterward  be- 
came identified  with  the  fruit  industry,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  has  carried  on  a large  canning 
business.  An  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  he  was 
elected  upon  that  ticket  in  1 88 1 to  the  state  senate, 
of  which  body  he  was  a member  until  1885.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  was  a Union  man  and  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  spent  his  life  principally 
in  Maryland,  though  for  a short  time  he  resided 
in  Minnesota.  He  was  an  able  representative  of 
a family  that  has  been  intimately  connected  with 
Maryland’s  progress,  and  in  the  various  lines  of 
business  in  which  he  engaged  was  characterized 
by  integrity  and  energy.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1897.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  died  in  1885,  were  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Frederick  is  superintendent 
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of  his  late  father’s  canning  factory ; Blanche  is  the 
wife  of  R.  W.  Richards,  of  Greensborough;  and 
Catherine  R.  married  Dr.  J.  G.  Emerson,  a dent- 
ist of  San  Paulo,  Brazil. 

The  education  obtained  by  our  subject  was  such 
as  the  local  public  schools  and  academies  af- 
forded. When  a lad  he  learned  the  builder’s 
trade,  which,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  1876,  he 
entered  for  himself.  He  erected  a number  of 
structures  that  rank  among  the  substantial  build- 
ings of  Caroline  County  and  was  recognized  as  a 
skillful,  accurate  and  reliable  workman.  In  1887 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  canning  business, 
in  which  he  has  since  engaged.  He  is  also  in 
partnership  with  J.  H.  Nichols,  interested  in  a 
shirt  factory  where  fifty  hands  are  employed.  His 
possessions  include  a farm  of  twenty-five  acres 
and  another  of  one  hundred  acres,  both  planted 
to  fruit  trees.  A Republican  in  politics,  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  state  central  commit- 
tee for  two  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
which  he  serves  as  steward.  In  1878  he  married 
SallieS.,  daughter  of  Samuel  M.  Carter,  a farmer 
residing  near  Denton.  They  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Helen,  now  five  years  of  age. 


HARRY  L.  BREWINGTON,  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Brewington  Brothers,  propri- 
etors and  publishers  of  the  Wicomico 
News,  a journal  printed  each  week  in  Salisbury, 
the  county-seat  of  Wicomico  County,  is  one  of 
the  native  sous  of  this  town,  and,  in  consequence, 
deeply  interested  in  whatever  promises  to  advance 
her  welfare.  During  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since 
he  and  his  brother  undertook  the  management 
of  the  paper,  a period  of  nine  years,  it  has  been 
much  enlarged  and  otherwise  improved,  until  now 
it  is  a model  of  its  kind.  As  a medium  of  general 
news  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  county,  it  is  es- 
pecially desirable  to  our  citizens,  and  it  also  aims 
to  present  the  current  topics  engrossing  the  great 
outside  world  in  a concise  yet  sufficiently  com- 
prehensive manner.  Formerly  a seven-column 


folio  paper,  it  is  now  one  of  nine  columns.  Its 
circulation  is  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  hundred 
copies  weekly,  and  thus  it  is  one  of  the  finest  ad- 
vertising mediums  for  our  merchants  possible  to 
be  obtained.  Great  credit  is  due  the  enterprising 
proprietors  for  the  uniformly  high  standard  they 
maintain  in  the  News , and  for  their  indus- 
trious efforts  in  behalf  of  the  betterment  of  the 
county  in  every  direction.  The  citizens  should 
second  them  and  encourage  them  in  their  en- 
deavors, as,  in  fact,  a large  percentage  of  them 
already  do. 

I11  tracing  the  personal  history  of  H.  L.  Brew- 
ington it  is  found  that  he  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Orintliia  A.  (Long)  Brewington,  natives  of 
Worcester  County,  where  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated.  The  father  was  a dealer  in  and  a 
manufacturer  of  hats,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
manufacturers  and  early  settlers  of  Salisbury.  He 
continued  in  business  until  about  a year  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1892,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  but  had  given  up  regular 
manufacturing  some  fifteen  years  previously  He 
was  an  old-line  Democrat,  of  the  Jackson  stamp, 
but  was  not  a politician  in  the  sense  that  he  was 
desirous  of  holding  public  office.  At  one  time  he 
was  the  crier  of  the  court  at  Wicomico  County, 
having  been  given  the  post  at  the  organization  of 
the  county  from  portions  of  Worcester  and  Somer- 
set Counties  in  1867.  This  office  he  filled 
acceptably  for  a quarter  of  a century.  His  wife 
died  in  1868.  Their  family  numbered  twelve 
children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  William, 
Virginia,  Harry  L-,  Marion  V.  and  Allen. 

H.  L-  Brewington  was  born  March  17,  1858, 
and  was  a student  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Salisbury.  His  initial  experience  in  journal- 
ism was  gained  in  the  office  of  the  Salisbury 
Advertiser  as  a printer’s  “devil.”  After  working 
at  various  branches  of  the  business  here,  during 
the  two  or  three  succeeding  years,  he  went  to 
New  York  City  and  there  took  a position  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Railway  Company.  Nearly  a year 
passed,  and  we  then  find  him  back  in  the  office  of 
the  Advertiser,  and  there  he  stayed  until  October, 
1886.  With  the  other  members  of  his  family  he 
removed  to  New  York  and  soon  obtained  a posi- 
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tion  with  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  retaining 
the  place  two  years.  He  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother,  Marion  V.,  in  October,  1888, 
and  bought  the  Wicomico  Nezvs,  of  this  town, 
and  they  have  since  conducted  it  successfully.  In 
conjunction  with  it,  they  do  fine  job  printing, 
circulars,  pamphlets,  etc.  The  office  is  supplied 
with  a Cottrell  printing  press,  and  all  the  machin- 
ery connected  therewith  is  run  by  steam  power. 
Both  in  his  editorial  capacity  and  as  a citizen  Mr. 
Brewington  is  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  and  is  an  enthusiast  in  defense  of 
the  party  policy.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 

In  February",  1881,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brew- 
ington and  Julia  A.  Johnson  was  solemnized. 
Her  father,  Joshua  Johnson,  a leading  Demo- 
cratic politician,  now  of  Jersey  City,  N,  J.,  was 
formerly  a member  of  the  state  legislature,  from 
Wicomico  County".  Two  children,  a son  and  a 
daughter,  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
wife,  viz.:  Walter  J.,  a pupil  in  the  grammar 
school,  and  Mary.  The  family  are  attendants  at 
the  Methodist  Church  South,  and  move  in  the 
highest  social  circles  of  Salisbury. 

— — > ♦ ®^+C<* < •<  — 

NON.  JOHN  O.  PPIILLIPS,  whose  public 
service  is  well  known  and  redounds  to  his 
own  and  constituents’  praise,  is  truly  a rep- 
resentative man  of  the  fourth  district  of  Oueen 
Anne’s  County",  Md.  He  was  born  and  has 
always  lived  on  Kent  Island,  and  his  history  is 
closely  associated  with  every  progressive  work 
hereabouts  for  decades  past.  He  has  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  at  heart,  aad  is  true  and 
sincere  in  his  desire  for  their  advancement,  hold- 
ing his  own  success  secondary  to  the  general 
good. 

The  Phillips  family  is  among  the  first  men- 
tioned settlers  of  Maryland,  and  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  Robert,  and  father,  James,  were  both 
natives  of  Talbot  County".  In  his  early"  manhood 
James  Phillips  came  to  Kent  Island  and  here  he 
continued  to  work  as  a mechanic,  having  become 


a skillful  and  thorough  master  of  the  trade.  His 
wife  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Harrison, 
and  their  family  comprised  the  following:  William 
H.,  now  of  Dorchester  County;  Harriet  E.,  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Day,  of  Baltimore;  Sarah  E.,  Mrs. 
Albert  Cowman,  of  this  island;  Annie,  Mrs. 
William  Graves,  of  St.  Mary’s  County  Md.,  de- 
ceased, and  John  O. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1840, 
and  from  his  first  recollections  has  been  familiar 
with  the  beautiful  spot  called  Kent  Island.  His 
education  was  first  that  of  the  common  schools, 
to  this  an  academic  course  being  added  later. 
Having  well  qualified  himself  for  what  he  deter- 
mined to  make  his  vocation  in  life,  he  took  up 
the  work  in  earnest,  that  of  teaching,  and  was 
thus  employed  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century 
on  this  island.  He  truly  enjoyed  training  and 
bringing  forth  the  latent  talents  of  young,  im- 
pressionable minds  and  consequently  made  a 
grand  success  as  a teacher. 

In  1868  Mr.  Phillips  married  Laura  Champion 
and  to  them  were  born  three  sons:  James  H. , 
who  died  when  seventeen  years  of  age;  Claiborne, 
a student  in  Westminster  College,  where  he 
is  fitting  himself  for  the  ministry;  and  Owen,  the 
y"oungest,  still  at  home.  After  the  death  of  their 
mother  Mr.  Phillips  married  Mrs.  Juliet  M. 
Tucker,  widow  of  Charles  Tucker,  and  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Denney,  of  Kent  Island,  a 
leading  citizen  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phillips  have  one  daughter,  Arianna  Denney. 
The  family"  have  a beautiful  home,  and  are  sur- 
rounded by  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  every- 
thing being  pervaded  by  a fine  cultured  taste. 

In  1870  Mr.  Phillips  was  commissioned  magis- 
trate of  Kent  Island,  and  has  held  this  important 
office  continuously  since,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  1878-79,  when  he  held  the  appointment 
of  tax  collector  for  this  district.  In  1894  and 
again  in  1896  Mr.  Phillips  served  his  constituents 
in  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates,  having  been 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  while  in  the 
legislature  he  served  on  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees  of  that  body".  He  has  prob- 
ably handled  more  cases  of  violations  of  the 
oyster  laws  than  any  other  man  on  this  shore. 


JOSEPH  B.  ANDREWS. 
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Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasophs,  being  a charter  member  and  the  first 
presiding  officer  of  the  home  lodge,  and  is  now 
financial  secretary  of  the  same.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  Chester  Lodge  No.  1 1 6,  K.  P.,  and 
has  held  several  offices  in  the  same.  He  has  long 
been  a valued  worker  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  all  of  his  children  are  identified  with 
the  church  as  members.  His  life  is  an  exemplary 
one,  for  he  humbly  and  earnestly  strives  to  follow 
the  teachings  of  the  golden  rule. 


OSEPH  B.  ANDREWS,  who  was  county 
commissioner  of  Dorchester  County  from 
1891  to  1893,  inclusive,  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican and  a prominent  citizen  of  Hurlock.  He 
was  born  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  village, 
before  the  place  was  laid  out,  and  from  his  earliest 
recollections  has  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  this  section  of  the  county.  Though  now  a 
wealthy  man,  he  has  become  so  through  the 
exercise  of  wise  and  far-seeing  business  methods 
and  superior  judgment  in  his  investments.  In 
1894  he  erected  a beautiful  residence  here,  the 
architecture  and  plans  of  the  same  having  been 
made  by  himself  and  wife,  but  his  devoted  friend 
and  companion  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  new  home,  being  summoned  to  the  mansions 
above,  not  “made  with  hands.” 

The  birth  of  J.  B.  Andrews  took  place  April  n, 
1850,  his  father  being  Stephen  Andrews,  whose 
history  appears  in  the  sketch  of  James  M.  An- 
drews, which  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  The  mother  was  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
James  Carroll  and  sister  of  C.  Wesley  Carroll. 
In  this  county  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving the  benefits  of  a liberal  education  in  the 
public  schools.  Having  finished  his  studies  he 
became  a teacher,  but  one  term  spent  in  that  vo- 
cation was  all  that  he  desired.  Previous  to  his 
marriage  in  1881  he  located  upon  a good  farm 
near  Cabin  Creek  postoffice,  and  remained  thereon 
for  a few  years.  He  still  owns  that  farm,  and  in 
addition  to  it  is  the  possessor  of  about  seven 
hundred  acres  of  land  within  the  county  bound- 


aries. Some  ten  years  or  more  he  was  interested 
in  boating  and  the  oyster  fisheries,  but  of  late  has 
turned  his  attention  in  other  directions.  About 
1891  he  erected  a building  where  he  operates  a 
cannery,  and  in  the  proper  season  large  quanti- 
ties of  tomatoes,  peas,  pumpkins  and  peaches  and 
apples  are  prepared  for  the  trade. 

March  1,  188 r,  Mr.  Andrews  and  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  W.  B.  Todd,  were  united  in 
marriage.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  S.  Elwood,  Grace  M.,  A.  May, 
Edith  Estelle,  Olin  Ray,  Elizabeth  Rebecca  and 
Mary  Todd.  The  family  moved  into  their  pretty 
new  home  in  the  latter  part  of  1894,  and  in 
April,  1896,  Mrs.  Andrews  died.  A fond  wife  and 
loving  mother  in  the  home  circle,  she  was  beloved 
elsewhere,  and  many  friends  deeply  mourn  her 
early  death.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a sweet,  consistent 
Christian.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a member  of  the 
same  denomination.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellow  and  Heptasoph  orders 
and  also  with  the  local  lodges  of  the  Senior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics.  In  the  fall  of  1897  he 
was  a candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for  the 
legislature  but  suffered  defeat  with  the  balance  of 
the  ticket  in  this  county. 


AMES  A.  WALLER  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising farmers  of  Barren  Creek  district, 
Wicomico  County,  and  is  the  owner  of  a 
well-improved  and  highly  cultivated  homestead. 
He  uses  good  judgment  in  making  investments, 
is  thoroughly  industrious  and  is  upright  and  just 
in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men.  Though 
he  has  only  just  reached  the  prime  of  life  he  has 
already  succeeded  in  a business  way  beyond  the 
average  and  has  a comfortable  fortune,  as  a re- 
sult of  his  well-applied  efforts.  A practical  farm- 
er, he  keeps  his  place  in  a neat  and  thrifty  man- 
ner, and  raises  each  year  large  and  paying  crops 
of  grain  and  other  products. 

In  following  up  the  early  history  of  the  Waller 
family  in  this  branch  of  the  name,  we  find  that 
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three  brothers  of  English  birth  crossed  the  ocean 
in  colonial  clays,  one  locating  permanently  in 
Virginia,  one  in  Maryland,  and  one  in  Delaware. 
Of  their  descendants  we  are  concerned  alone  with 
a man  who  bore  the  Christian  name  of  Richard. 
He  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  his  son,  Jonathan,  the  next  in  line,  was 
captain  of  a militia  company  and  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

George  Waller,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  as  was  his  father 
before  him.  He  received  an  excellent  education 
and  was  remarkable  for  his  wonderfully  good 
memory  of  the  history  of  old  families  of  his  coun- 
ty and  community,  and  of  events  connected  with 
that  region.  He  left  a valuable  estate  at  the 
time  of  his  death  and  was  always  very  liberal  in 
his  contributions  to  charities  and  worthy  enter- 
prises. His  last  years  were  spent  in  Salisbury, 
Md.,  his  death  occurring  March  6,-  1896.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  and  was 
commissioner  of  Wicomico  County  in  1878,  he 
having  removed  from  his  native  state  about  1842, 
and  thenceforth  was  a resident  of  this  county  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  old  home- 
stead known  as  Poplar  Hill,  in  Salisbury.  His 
wife  was  his  second  cousin,  a Miss  Julia  Ann 
Waller.  They  had  a family  of  eight  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  as 
follows:  Martha  I.,  unmarried;  Jonathan,  of 
Salisbury;  Adeline,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Williams, 
of  the  vicinity  of  Salisbury;  James  A.;  George 
W.  B.,  of  Salisbury;  Richard  Lee,  also  of  Salis- 
bury; and  Julia  D.,  wife  of  T.  R.  Jones,  ofQuan- 
tico,  'this  county.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  in  the  autumn  of  1895.  George  Waller  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
former  having  also  been  a vestryman  for  long 
years  in  the  congregation. 

The  birth  of  James  A.  Waller  took  place  near 
Delmar,  Del.,  but  just  within  the  state  limits  of 
Maryland,  in  this  county,  February  8,  1857.  He 
received  good  educational  advantages  in  the  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood, 
and  for  a time  was  a student  in  the  Salisbury 
High  School.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began 
to  place  his  entire  time  at  his  father’s  disposal  in 


the  work  of  the  old  homestead,  and  became  a 
practical  farmer.  When  he  was  about  twenty- 
two  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  livelihood 
independently,  and  soon  bought  the  place  known 
as  the  John  Crockett  farm,  a tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres.  Here  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  raising  a general  line  of  products  and 
has  been,  upon  the  whole,  very  successful.  He 
is  a man  of  wide  information  and  of  much  more 
than  average  attainments,  and  is  respected  and 
highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  all  who 
know  him.  Religiously  he  is  interested  most  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a vestryman  in  the 
local  congregation. 

June  30,  1885,  Mr.  Waller  married  Margaret 
C.,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Williams, 
and  they  have  a nice  little  family  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  One  died  in  infancy,  and  those 
left  in  the  happy  home  circle  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Myra,  James  A.,  Jr.,  Margaret  C.  and 
George  W. 


EHARLES  R.  WALLS,  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court,  is  living  on  the  farm  in  the  sixth  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  his 
birth  occurred  March  30,  i860.  It  is  the  ances- 
tral home  of  the  family,  having  been  purchased 
by  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Walls,  in  1831,  at 
which  time  he  became  the  owner  of  the  two  hun- 
dred acres  known  as  the  “Tilghman’s  Chance.” 
Later  it  came  into  possession  of  Samuel  C. 
Walls,  father  of  our  subject,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  his  widow.  The  Walls  family 
came  originally  from  Scotland,  but  for  many 
generations  has  been  represented  in  America. 
The  father  was  born  on  the  homestead  and 
throughout  his  entire  life  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  prosecuting  his  business  inter- 
ests with  energy  and  persistence,  so  that  he  won 
thereby  a comfortable  competence.  His  political 
support  was  given  the  Democracy  and  he  was 
true  and  faithful  to  his  duties  of  citizenship.  He 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South,  served  as  its  trustee  and 
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steward  for  a number  of  years  and  was  active  in 
its  work.  Death  came  to  him  in  1886  and  his 
remains  were  laid  by  the  side  of  other  members 
of  the  family  in  the  old  burying  ground  on  the 
farm.  His  estimable  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  C.  Rigby,  is  still  living  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  They 
had  a family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing survive:  Charles  R.,  Florence,  Fanny 

and  Estelle. 

Judge  Walls  pursued  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  following  the  pur- 
suit to  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  rented  a 
farm,  but  shortly  after  his  father’s  death  assumed 
the  management  of  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
has  since  operated.  The  place  is  neat  and  thrifty 
in  appearance,  the  fields  well  tilled,  buildings 
kept  in  good  repair  and  the  various  accessories 
and  conveniences  of  the  model  farm  added  from 
time  to  time  until  the  place  is  accounted  one  of 
the  best  farms  of  the  neighborhood. 

Judge  Walls  was  married  November  16,  1881, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Barcus,  a daughter  of  William 
Barcus,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  they  have 
nine  children:  Charles  Oscar,  Samuel  C.,  Mary 

E.,  William  L-,  Mildred,  Edna,  Ruth,  Frank  and 
Edgar.  The  judge  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Democracy  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
growth  and  success  of  his  party.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of  Queen 
Anne**s  County  and  has  since  filled  that  position, 
discharging  his  duties  with  marked  fairness  and 
promptness,  which  makes  him  one  of  the  most 
efficient  incumbents  that  the  office  has  ever 
known. 


EORGE  C.  MOORE  has  been  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  desirable  homestead 
called  Moorley  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
and  also  deals  extensively  in  lime,  coal,  phos- 
phate fertilizer,  etc.  He  operates  the  mill  near 
by,  and  has  speculated  somewhat  in  peaches 
with  financial  success.  For  a period  of  four  years 


he  was  school  commissioner  for  Talbot  County, 
his  appointment  being  made  by  Governor  Brown 
in  1892,  and  his  term  expiring  in  August,  1896. 
He  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  his  party.  His  residence 
is  in  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot  County,  his  post- 
office  address  being  Queen  Anne  Village. 

This  branch  of  the  Moore  family  is  numbered 
among  the  oldest  families  of  Delaware.  Luther 
Moore,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Laurel,  Del.,  and  in  the  same  town  George  H., 
the  latter’s  father,  was  also  born.  He  was  a very 
active  and  successful  business  man  and  retired  in 
1885,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former  years  of 
toil.  He  was  a ship-builder  and  merchant  at 
Greensborough,  Md.,  and  accumulated  a large  es- 
tate, at  present  owning  several  farms  besides 
the  three-hundred-acre  homestead  occupied  by 
his  sou  George  C.  From  i860  to  1866  he  was 
register  of  wills  and  was  soon  afterwards  elected 
to  serve  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of  his 
county,  which  office  he  has  held  at  intervals  ever 
since,  and  is  now  chief  judge  of  the  court.  He 
has  been  county  auditor  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  that  office  in  his  county,  and  is  altogether 
a very  distinguished  man  in  the  Democratic 
ranks.  In  earlier  years  he  was  a great  worker 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  de- 
nomination he  yet  belongs.  Though  now  about 
seventy-one  years  old,  he  is  remarkably  well  pre- 
served and  his  mind  is  as  clear  and  active  as  when 
in  his  prime.  He  married  Annie  M.,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Allen,  of  Greensborough,  Md.,  and 
she  is  now  in  her  sixty-ninth  year.  Their  three 
children  were  named,  respectively,  George  C., 
John  Allen  and  F.  Howard.  John  A.  is  a res- 
ident of  Baltimore. 

The  birth  of  George  C.  Moore  occurred  in 
Greensborough,  Caroline  County,  Md.,  January 
15,  1856,  and  after  he  had  completed  his  common- 
school  education  he  went  to  Wilmington  Confer- 
ence Academy,  where  he  pursued  the  higher 
branches  of  study  for  three  years.  When  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  came  to  take  charge 
of  the  farm  he  has  since  operated,  Moorley,  and 
has  turned  out  to  be  a practical  and  energetic 
agriculturist.  He  is  a member  of  the  official 
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board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
a thoroughly  upright  and  trustworthy  citizen. 

October  17,  1878,  Mr.  Moore  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Brindle,  daughter  of  Rev.  Janies  A. 
Brindle,  of  the  Wilmington  Methodist  Episcopal 
Conference.  Eight  children  were  born  to  this 
estimable  couple,  but  four  of  the  number  have 
been  called  from  earth.  Those  living  are:  Ethel 
B.,  who  is  a student  in  the  Northfield  (Mass.) 
Seminary;  Harry  A. , James  A.  and  George  C. , Jr. 


AMES  S.  BRADLEY.  The  store  of  which 
Mr.  Bradley  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  is 
situated  on  High  street,  Chestertown,  and  is 
stocked  with  a full  line  of  staple  and  fancy  gro- 
ceries. The  establishment  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  the  town,  and  deservedly  so,  for  Mr. 
Bradley  has  spared  no  pains  in  making  a success 
of  the  enterprise.  Those  who  have  had  dealings 
with  him  during  the  long  period  of  his  business 
career  have  found  him  genial  in  manner,  upright 
in  conduct  and  honest  in  every  transaction;  hence 
he  has  built  up  a reputation  as  a business  man 
that  few  gain. 

The  Bradleys  are  numbered  among  the  old 
families  of  Delaware,  and,  by  intermarriage,  are 
closely  connected  with  the  Dyatts  and  the  Moores, 
also  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Thomas  C.  Bradley,  was 
born  in  Newark,  Newcastle  County,  Del.,  in  1801, 
and  on  arriving  at  man’s  estate  became  a farmer, 
which  occupation  he  continued  to  follow  as  long 
as  he  lived.  In  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church 
he  took  a warm  interest,  and  identified  himself 
closely  with  religious  enterprises. 

John  F.  Bradley,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Newark,  Del. , and  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
which  he  followed  until  his  death,  in  January, 
1893.  He  married  Elizabeth  Jane  Moore,  who 
was  born  in  Newcastle,  Del.,  in  1829,  and  died 
in  1861.  She  was  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Eliza 
(Wiley)  Moore,  also  natives  of  Newcastle, 
where  the  father  for  years  engaged  in  the  trade 


of  a wheelwright.  Her  grandfather,  John  Wiley, 
was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  courts  of  New- 
castle and  during  the  Revolution  both  he  and  his 
brother  were  active  participants  in  defense  of  lib- 
erty and  independence.  He  had  a son,  Rev. 
John  Wiley,  who  was  long  rector  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Cockeysville,  and  died  in  Balti- 
more; a daughter,  Olivia,  married  John  Cannon, 
who  served  in  the  United  States  navy.  Two 
brothers  of  John  F.  Bradley  served  in  a Delaware 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  one  of  whom, 
William,  now  resides  in  Newark,  and  the  other, 
Taylor,  in  Middletown,  Del.  Our  subject’s 
mother  had  an  only  brother,  John  W.  Moore,  a 
farmer,  now  residing  in  Wilmington.  In  her 
family  there  were  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1858,  resides  on  a farm 
at  Still  Pond,  Kent  County;  Elyda  is  the  wife  of 
Andrew  J.  Calley,  a large  manufacturer  of  cloth- 
ing, residing  in  Philadelphia. 

At  the  family  residence,  near  St.  Georges,  New- 
castle County,  Del. , the  subject  of  this  article  was 
born  September  1,  1851.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
upon  the  farm  and  in  attendance  upon  the 
local  schools.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  came  to 
Kent  County,  and  entered  the  store  of  his  uncle, 
James  M.  Van  Dyke,  who  had  married  his  moth- 
er’s sister,  Olivia.  One  year  was  spent  there, 
after  which  he  came  to  Chestertown  and  secured 
employment  with  others.  Ten  years  later,  how- 
ever, he  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  and 
since  April,  1877,  he  has  carried  on  a store  of  his 
own.  His  previous  experience  as  a clerk  had 
made  him  familiar  with  the  business  and  prepared 
him  for  the  successful  management  of  a similar 
enterprise  of  his  own.  While  he  gives  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  his  business  affairs,  he  also 
keeps  posted  concerning  matters  of  public  impor- 
tance and  affairs  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  In  religious  belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian, 
while  politically  he  is  a Republican. 

December  10,  1878,  Mr.  Bradley  married  Miss 
Josepha  Davis,  daughter  of  James  Davis,  late  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  now  deceased.  She  died 
September  13,  1880,  leaving  an  only  son,  Joseph 
Arthur,  who  is  now  a student  in  Washington 
College.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Bradley  was 
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Mrs.  Kate  Gill.  June  5,  1894,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  T.  Gill,  a sister-in- 
law  of  his  former  wife,  and  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Mary  B.  Gill,  of  Delaware. 


OSEPH  H.  BERNARD  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  agriculturists  and  business  men  of 
Caroline  County.  When  a youth  he  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade  and  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  many  of  the  buildings  in  this  locality. 
At  the  age  of  thirty,  however,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agriculture,  and  so  well  has  he  pros- 
pered in  this  occupation  that  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  nearly  eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
all  in  one  body,  and  adjacent  to  Greensborough. 
In  addition  to  the  management  of  his  farm,  to 
which  he  gives  personal  attention,  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  largest  canning  establishment  for 
miles  around,  and  is  successfully  carrying  on  this 
important  industry. 

In  the  county  where  he  still  resides,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  August  31,  1838,  the  son  of  Joseph 
M.  and  Mary  (Cannon)  Bernard.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  this  county,  was  a mechanic  by 
trade,  but  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he 
held  the  position  of  magistrate  of  Greensborough. 
Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  place, 
and  in  October,  1871,  married  Miss  Josephine 
Jarrell,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  Mary, 
J.  Oscar  and  Fanny  E.  In  the  family  of  which 
he  is  a member  there  are  three  others,  they  being 
Mary  E. , widow  of  William  Brindle;  Catherine 
M.;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  the  late  Andrew  B. 
Roe.  Mr.  Bernard  is  of  French  descent,  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather  having  emigrated  from  France 
to  Baltimore,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years 
and  reared  his  family. 

The  home  which  Mr.  Bernard  owns  and  occu- 
pies is  the  most  beautiful  in  the  vicinity  of 
Greensborough  and  proves  that  he  is  a man  of 
refined  and  excellent  taste,  it  having  been  built 
under  his  personal  supervision.  He  is  a practical 
architect,  and  his  drawings,  when  faithfully 
carried  out  in  every  detail,  are  found  to  combine 


beauty  of  design  with  convenience  of  arrange- 
ment. The  court  house  at  Denton  was  planned 
by  him,  and  he  was  superintendent  of  its  con- 
struction as  well  as  a member  of  the  building 
committee,  being  chairman  of  the  latter.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  contribute  liberally  to  the  sup- 
port of  worthy  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  an 
adherent  of  Republican  principles  and  has  never 
voted  any  other  ticket  than  this.  Fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 


HON.  DEMETRIUS  W.  NEWBURY,  a 
very  active  and  interested  member  of  the 
Democracy,  is  a merchant  and  farmer  of 
Woolford,  Dorchester  County.  He  was  sent  to 
the  state  legislature  in  1888  and  served  upon  a 
number  of  important  committees,  among  others 
that  on  expenditures,  public  instruction,  etc.  In 
1896  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  district  assessor 
in  this  neighborhood.  He  endeav-ors  to  promote 
the  general  welfare  and  holds  the  public  good  as 
of  prime  importance.  He  has  conducted  a gen- 
eral store  here  for  the  past  twenty  years,  in  ad- 
dition to  which  he  has  superintended  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  farm,  which  is  a tract  of  about  one 
hundred  acres,  well  improved  and  very  desirable. 

Born  near  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  in  1844,  our  sub- 
ject is  a son  of  Joseph  D.  Newbury,  who  was 
also  a native  of  that  place,  and  passed  all  of  his 
life  in  that  locality.  He  was  a very  successful 
business  manager,  and  owned  large  estates  and 
many  slaves  before  the  war.  He  loaned  money 
also  in  large  amounts  and  left  a goodly  fortune  at 
his  death.  He  was  a man  of  high  character  and 
upright  principles,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  in  1892,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  His  fa- 
ther, Stephen  Newbury,  was  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  near  Little  Egg  Harbor.  He  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  and  in  later  life  re- 
moved to  North  Carolina.  His  family  was  of 
English  descent.  The  wife  of  Joseph  D.  New- 
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bury  was  Eliza  Elder  prior  to  tlieir  marriage,  and 
was  a native  of  New  York  City.  They  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  five  yet  survive.  Edward  E. 
S.  is  a resident  of  the  city  of  Elizabeth,  N. 
J.  George  is  located  in  Seattle,  Wash.  Dr.  Arthur 
makes  his  home  in  Hallettsville,  Tex.  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  Levi  Blunt,  of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
The  mother,  whose  death  occurred  in  1882,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  early  years  of  D.  W.  Newbury  were  spent 
in  his  native  state,  and  such  education  as  he  re- 
ceived was  that  obtained  in  the  public  school. 
When  he  was  but  seventeen  the  war  broke  out 
and  with  youthful  enthusiasm  he  enlistsd  among 
the  first,  in  Company  C,  Light  Artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  William  Badharn  and 
served  during  nearly  all  of  the  conflict,  in  the 
Confederate  army.  He  was  in  the  artillery  branch 
until  1864,  when  he  was  commanded  to  raise  a 
new  company,  and  was  commissioned  its  captain. 
He  was  soon  afterwards  captured  by  the  Union 
forces  and  was  kept  a prisoner  for  two  weeks. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  knee  at  Fort  Anderson 
February  18,  1865,  and  was  never  in  active 
service  after  that,  but  his  past  service  had  been 
of  great  bravery  and  distinction  and  he  was  very 
popular  with  his  superior  officers  as  well  as  those 
who  were  beneath  him  in  rank.  Returning 
home  he  taught  in  a private  school  for  about 
twelve  months,  and  then  entered  the  Baltimore 
Commercial  College,  in  order  to  gain  knowledge 
of  the  requirements  of  business  life.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  college  in  1867  and  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  taught  very  successfully  dur- 
ing a period  of  ten  years.  Since  coming  here  he 
has  been  thoroughly  identified  with  our  prosperity 
and  progress.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  which  order  he  joined  in  1869,  and  be- 
longs to  Cambridge  Lodge.  He  was  formerly  an 
Odd  Fellow,  but  is  not  connected  with  the  fra- 
ternity at  present,  though  he  is  an  officer  in  Madi- 
son Lodge,  of  the  Shield  of  Honor. 

In  1868  Mr.  Newbury  married  Henrietta  P. 
Linthicum,  daughter  of  Zachariah  Linthicum,  of 
Woolford,  Dorchester  County.  They  have  had 
six  children,  viz.:  Elmer  L-,  who  is  interested  in 


marine  ventures  in  Baltimore;  Nora,  wife  of  W. 
H.  Neal;  Eliza  E.;  Edith;  Guy  and  Maud,  who 
are  at  home.  The  family  are  regular  attendants 
upon  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  the  older  ones  being  members  of 
the  same.  For  several  years  Mr.  Newbury  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


AMES  BENJAMIN  BROWN,  the  leading 
contractor  and  builder  and  dealer  in  lumber 
in  Cambridge,  is  a prominent  citizen  whose 
influence  in  commercial  and  political  circles  has 
been  strongly  and  beneficially  felt.  With  a pa- 
triotic devotion  to  the  city’s  interests  he  has 
labored  for  its  advancement  and  progress,  and 
his  efforts  have  resulted  to  the  good  of  the  mu- 
nicipality. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Matthews  County, 
Va. , March  20,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  Warner 
Brown,  who  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
in  the  Old  Dominion.  He  came  to  Dorchester 
County  in  1853  as  a lumberman  in  charge  of  a 
gang  of  men,  and  the  following  year  removed  his 
family  to  Cambridge.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  A.  C.  Newcomb  and  was  a native 
of  King  and  Queen  County,  Va.  Mr.  Brown 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  February,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  They  had  a family  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity. 
George  R.  married  Miss  Catharine  W.  Mowbray, 
of  Cambridge,  and  was  engaged  with  our  subject 
in  the  building  and  lumber  business  until  1882, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  hardware 
and  painting  business.  He  died  August  16, 
1897,  leaving  four  children.  Drusilla  A.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Truett,  a blacksmith  of  Cambridge. 
James  Benjamin  of  this  sketch  is  the  next 
younger;  and  Marion  is  the  widow  of  William  O. 
Moore  and  resides  in  Cambridge. 

The  subject  of  this  review  came  to  Cambridge 
when  a lad  of  only  five  summers,  attended  its 
public  schools  and  began  working  at  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  serv- 
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ing  a regular  apprenticeship,  but  he  did  not  like 
that  business  and  when  a youth  of  fifteen  he  se- 
cured a clerkship  in  the  store  of  H.  Page  Ray. 
After  two  years  his  employer  discontinued  busi- 
ness and  he  was  then  apprenticed  to  Vernon  C. 
Drain,  a carpenter,  for  whom  he  worked  two 
years..  He  was  afterward  employed  as  a jour- 
neyman in  Kansas  City;  Chicago;  Wyandotte, 
Neb.;  Baltimore  and  Annapolis.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
older  brother  under  the  name  of  George  R. 
Brown  & Brother,  and  from  that  time  forward 
his  career  has  been  crowned  with  success.  He 
became  a leading  builder,  secured  the  best  pat- 
ronage of  the  people  and  was  soon  at  the  head  of 
an  extensive  business,  which  necessitated  the  em- 
ployment of  a number  of  workmen.  About  1870 
the  brothers  purchased  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Austin  mill  and  began  the  manufacture  of 
timber  and  rough  lumber  from  the  native  pine 
and  oak.  They  also  dealt  in  the  fine  grades 
of  finishing  lumber,  which  they  purchased  from 
other  dealers.  The  lumber  trade  is  now  an  im- 
portant branch  of  Mr.  Brown’s  business.  The 
character  of  his  patronage  may  be  indicated  by 
the  statement  that  he  erected  and  designed  the 
Masonic  building,  the  Cambridge  Academy,  the 
residences  of  Judge  Henry  Lloyd,  P.  L.  Golds- 
borough,  M.  Worthington  Goldsborough,  Alonzo 
L.  Miles,  John  R.  Pattison,  C.  N.  Creighton, 
William  T.  Johnson,  Dr.  J.  L.  Bryan,  the  sum- 
mer residence  of  Josephs.  Mundy,  of  Newark,  at 
Clinton  Place;  the  Southern  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Brown  buildings  on  Race  street,  and 
many  others. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married,  June  17,  1875,  to 
Miss  Laura  M.  Hopkins,  a daughter  of  William 
Hopkins,  and  their  home  is  noted  for  its  hospi- 
tality. They  enjoy  the  friendship  of  many  of  the 
best  people  in  this  part  of  the  county  and  are 
esteemed  by  all.  In  1887  Mr.  Brown  enlisted  in 
the  Lloyd  Guard  of  the  Maryland  National 
Guard.  Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  four 
Eastern  Shore  companies  into  a battalion,  he 
was  promoted  to  be  quartermaster  of  the  battal- 
ion, serving  eighteen  months.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 


lows, and  attends  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a Democrat  and  is  very 
prominent  in  political  circles.  He  served  two 
successive  terms  as  town  commissioner,  being 
elected  the  first  mayor  of  Cambridge  in  1882, 
under  the  new  charter  and  served  for  two  terms 
with  distinction,  his  able  administration  of  affairs 
winning  him  the  highest  commendation  of  all. 
In  1895  he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil. He  also  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic state  convention  in  1896,  voting  with  the 
minority  for  the  silver  plank  in  the  platform  then 
adopted.  His  strong  individuality  has  left  its 
impress  upon  the  public  life  of  the  city,  the  ma- 
terial prosperity  of  which  is  largely  due  to  his 
progressive  efforts. 


OSEPH  A.  F.  NEAL  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  various  enterprises  in  the  vicinity 
of  Skipton,  Talbot  County,  since  the  early 
years  of  the  late  Civil  war.  His  chief  business 
for  the  past  quarter  of  a century  has  been  in  lime 
and  fertilizer,  but  he  also  operates  a granary  at 
the  landing  and  manages  a small  farm  besides. 
In  political  matters  he  is  independent,  using  his 
right  of  franchise  as  he  deems  best,  and  the  only 
official  positions  he  has  held  are  those  of  trustee 
of  schools  and  road  supervisor.  These  places  he 
accepted  because  it  was  desired  by  the  com- 
munity, and  it  is  well  known  that  the  only  reward 
accruing  to  the  person  holding  such  offices  must 
be  the  commendation  of  his  own  conscience,  for 
it  is  a thankless  task. 

J.  A.  F.  Neal  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del., 
September  8,  1832,  and  was  a little  lad  of  but 
seven  years  when  his  father,  Joseph  W.,  died 
suddenly.  The  latter  was  a successful  merchant 
and  a surveyor  in  his  home  district  near  Concord, 
Del.,  and  was  quite  prominent  in  Whig  politics. 
He  had  been  elected  to  the  state  legislature  in 
1839,  and  was  on  his  way  to  take  his  place  among 
the  law  makers  when  he  was  stricken  with  illness 
and  death  soon  followed.  He  was  born  in  1799, 
and  was  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood  when  called 
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upon  to  lay  aside  his  labors.  His  wife  was  a 
Miss  Ann  D.  Powell,  of  the  same  state,  and  to 
them  were  born  eight  children.  Louis  W.  resides 
in  Skipton.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  E. 
George,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  William  H. 
lives  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Four  of  the  family  are 
deceased.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  in  1873.  The  Neals  settled  in  Dela- 
ware in  the  last  century,  and  representatives  of 
the  family  have  always  lived  there. 

After  finishing  his  preliminary  studies  in  the 
district  school  J.  A.  F.  Neal  was  sent  by  his  good 
mother  to  a Pennsylvania  school,  and  later  to 
St.  Timothy  Hall,  in  Catonsville,  Baltimore 
County,  Md.,  in  order  that  he  might  have  better 
advantages  in  pursuing  the  higher  branches  of 
learning.  Still,  he  was  scarcely  seventeen  when 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  livelihood,  by  ob- 
taining a position  in  a store  at  Wye  Mills.  After- 
wards he  worked  at  Wye  Landing,  and  finally,  in 
1862,  opened  a store  for  himself  at  Skipton  Land- 
ing, and  this  he  managed  successfully  some  six 
years.  Having  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  con- 
cern, he  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  sale  of 
lime  and  fertilizer  and  has  gained  a fair  com- 
petence. At  one  time  he  was  interested  in  the 
sale  of  real  estate.  Religiously  he  is  connected 
with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  generous  in 
his  gifts  to  the  cause. 

December  21,  i860,  Mr.  Neal  married  Sally  A. 
Hopkins,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hopkins,  of  this 
place.  Nine  children  came  to  bless  their  hearts 
and  home,  but  three  have  crossed  the  river. 
Those  who  remain  are:  Thomas  H.,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  Henrietta  G.,  who  is  unmarried  and  is  a 
trained  nurse  in  Baltimore;  James  L.,  a traveling 
salesman;  J.  A.  F.,  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.;  Lucy  B., 
unmarried;  and  John  R.  H.,  at  home. 

— — * — J »->L  ® '.0 ::  * — — 

ICHOLAS  WRIGHT  is  a revered  and 
honored  old  resident  of  Hurlock,  Dorchester 
County,  and  has  lived  within  its  boundaries 
during  his  entire  life,  which  almost  spans  the 
century.  For  nearly  three-score  years  he  has 


been  a faithful  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  half  that  time  has  been  connected 
with  the  Zion  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
which  he  assisted  in  organizing  and  building. 
He  has  surely  accomplished  a noble  work  in  life, 
as  he  has  fully  done  his  duty  to  the  community 
in  which  he  has  dwelt,  as  a good  citizen;  he  has 
earnestly  striven  to  live  up  to  his  ideal  as  a 
church  member,  and  in  the  home  circle  his  virtues 
have  shone  forth  in  the  best  light  of  all.  Aided 
by  his  loving  wife,  he  reared  his  children  to  be 
what  they  are  to-day,  useful  members  of  society, 
and  assisted  them  financially  at  the  time  when 
they  were  just  starting  out  in  the  battle  of  life,  or 
when  they  most  needed  it.  How  much  wiser  it 
would  be  if  people  generally  followed  this 
sensible  plan,  for  a hundred  dollars  means  a great 
deal  more  to  the  novice  in  the  world’s  hard 
struggles,  ofttimes,  than  ten  times  the  sum  ten 
or  twenty  years  later,  willed  to  him.  The  real 
reason  that  people  will  not  adopt  this  method 
seems  to  be  from  a spirit  of  selfishness,  for  they 
cannot  bear  to  allow  any  of  their  wealth  to  slip 
through  their  fingers  ere  they  are  obliged  to  do 
so  by  relentless  death. 

Samuel  Wright,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county  and  died  here.  He  was  of  English 
descent.  Samuel  Wright,  Jr.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  a native  of  this  county,  though  his 
wife,  Dorcas  Nicholas,  was  from  Caroline  County. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Eleanor,  Nicholas,  Isaac,  Margaret  A.,  Harriet, 
Emily,  Samuel,  Mary  (wife  of  Jabez  Wright) 
and  Sarah  J. 

The  birth  of  Nicholas  Wright  occurred  in  the 
twefth  district  of  Dorchester  County,  in  August, 
1812,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm.  He 
has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  affairs 
and  has  been  quite  successful  as  a farmer.  He 
has  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party 
since  becoming  a voter,  and  has  held  a few  local 
offices  in  the  community. 

In  1837  Mr.  Wright  married  Mary  E.  Shanahan 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  viz.: 
Eliza,  wife  of  John  M.  Dean,  of  New  Market; 
James,  who  died  and  left  one  child;  Margaret  E. , 
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Mrs.  Thomas  Rowins;  Fannie;  Thomas  I.,  of 
Hurlock;  Ida,  wife  of  George  Trice,  of  Elwood; 
and  Emma,  Mrs.  Wesley  Stephens. 

For  more  than  forty  years  Mr.  Wright  has 
resided  upon  the  border  line  between  Caroline 
and  Dorchester  Counties,  and  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  both.  He  is  still  in  the  perfect 
possession  of  all  his  mental  faculties,  though  now 
eighty- five  years  of  age.  He  is  now  practically 
retired  from  active  cares  and  has  lived  for  two 
years  in  Hurlock.  He  still  owns  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  but,  as  previously 
mentioned,  has  bestowed  much  of  his  resources 
upon  his  children.  May  they  follow  the  worthy 
example  he  has  set  them,  in  honesty,  industry 
and  in  integrity  of  purpose  and  action. 


HON.  GEORGE  DAVIDSON  is  one  of  the 
most  representative  and  wealthy  citizens  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  his  home  being  upon 
a beautiful  and  desirable  farm,  a portion  of  the 
celebrated  Carmichael  estate,  in  the  fifth  district. 
He  is  influential  in  local  politics,  being  a strong 
supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  county  commissioners  in  1887, 
serving  satisfactorily  for  two  terms  in  that  capac- 
ity, and  retired  in  1891.  The  following  fall  he 
was  elected  judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  his  ten- 
ure of  office  running  until  1895.  He  was  noted 
for  his  strictly  impartial  judgments,  his  able  in- 
terpretation of  the  law  and  for  his  skill,  prompt- 
ness and  general  executive  ability. 

The  Davidsons  are  among  the  oldest  families 
of  Maryland  and  have  given  many  noted  person- 
ages to  her  history.  Four  generations  back  we 
find  one  George  Davidson,  a native  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  setting  sail  for  America,  the  land  of 
liberty.  He  located  permanently  in  Maryland, 
and  his  son,  George,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  Cecil 
County.  The  next  in  the  line  of  descent  was 
Philip  T.  Davidson,  father  of  our  subject.  He, 
also,  was  a native  of  Cecil  Count}’,  born  about 
1807,  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  He  then 
came  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  here  he  was 
16 


married.  He  settled  down  upon  an  extensive 
plantation,  and  owned  in  the  neighborhood  of 
five  hundred  acres  altogether.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Mary  Tilghman  Earle,  a daughter  of  Judge  Rich- 
ard Tilghman  Earle,  and  their  family  numbered 
four  children  who  lived  to  maturity,  viz.:  Rich- 
ard, a farmer  of  this  county;  George,  Catherine 
T.  and  Susan  Earle. 

George  Davidson,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born 
near  the  village  of  Centreville,  in  the  third  dis- 
trict of  this  county,  March  2,  1840,  and  received 
excellent  educational  advantages  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  the  private  academy  of  Centre- 
ville. His  studies  completed,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  merchandising  in  Queenstown,  and 
thus  he  was  employed  for  several  years.  About 
1891  he  removed  to  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
engaged  in  cultivating,  a place  of  six  hundred 
acres.  The  results  prove  him  to  be  a man  of  fine 
talent  from  a financial  point  of  view. 

While  a resident  of  Queenstown,  November  16, 
1864,  Judge  Davidson  married  Marcella  Blunt 
and  to  them  were  born  two  sons,  Charles  F.,  a 
leading  physician  of  Queenstown  (see  his  sketch) , 
and  Philip  T. , a farmer  of  this  district.  For  four- 
teen years  after  the  death  of  their  mother  the 
judge  remained  a widower,  but  in  1884  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  D.,  daughter  of  Hon.  R.  B.  Car- 
michael, and  they  have  two  children,  Richard 
Bennett  Carmichael  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  The 
family  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Mrs.  Davidson  having  been  a life-long  church- 
woman  and  the  judge  having  been  a member 
since  about  1872. 


”7  DWIN  L-  GRIFFITH,  postmaster  of 
V)  Taylor’s  Island,  Dorchester  County,  was 
— appointed  to  this  responsible  position  in 
August,  1897.  He  has  always  been  a stanch 
Republican,  and  is  recognized  as  quite  an  im- 
portant factor  in  local  politics.  He  formerly 
officiated  in  this  same  place  as  postmaster  under 
Grant’s  administration,  and  remained  at  his  post 
for  a period  of  seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
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which  time  he  resigned.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Republican  State  Central  Committee  for  eight 
years  during  the  8o’s,  and,  though  much  against 
his  will,  he  was  brought  forward  as  a candidate 
for  the  senate  in  1888.  From  1892  to  1893  and 
part  of  1894  he  was  inspector  of  customs  in  Balti- 
more city,  and  in  all  these  various  positions  of 
trust  and  honor  he  has  been  true  to  his  duties 
and  faithful  to  the  least  detail. 

A native  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  born  Oc- 
tober 13,  1838,  near  the  town  of  Fair  Haven,  in 
the  eighth  district,  our  subject  is  a son  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  (Sutton)  Griffith.  The  father  was 
a native  of  Calvert  County,  Md.,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Anne  Arundel  County, 
where  he  owned  large  estates  and  a great  many 
slaves.  For  many  years  he  was  also  interested 
in  conducting  a store  in  the  town  of  Friendship, 
and  later  he  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he  em- 
barked in  a grocery  and  commission  business. 
His  death  occurred  about  two  years  after  his  re- 
moval to  the  metropolis,  in  1847,  when  he  was  in 
his  forty-ninth  year.  He  had  been  very  success- 
ful in  his  commercial  ventures,  and  in  his  political 
faith  was  a Whig.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  he  was  a pillar,  a steward  and  a trustee. 
His  wife,  who  was  also  an  active  member  of  that 
denomination,  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  Lewis 
Sutton,  a minister  in  the  same  church.  Mrs. 
Griffith  died  when  but  thirty-five  years  old,  leav- 
ing four  children,  of  whom  Edwin  L-  is  the 
eldest;  Virginia  is  deceased;  Robert  C.  is  in  busi- 
ness in  Baltimore;  and  Roberta  is  the  wife  of  the 
Hon.  William  E.  Deal,  regent  of  the  University 
of  San  Francisco,  of  the  city  of  the  same  name  in 
California. 

Until  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old  Mr. 
Griffith  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  at- 
tending the  district  schools.  He  then  entered  the 
West  River  Classical  Institute,  where  he  studied 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
enrolled  in  Dickinson  Academy.  From  that 
celebrated  institution  of  learning  he  graduated  in 
1857,  and  soon  afterwards  embarked  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  in  Baltimore,  selling  and  buying 
on  commission.  But  a short  time  passed  ere  he 
decided  to  return  to  the  old  homestead  in  Anne 


Arundel  Count}',  and  there  he  lived,  engaged  in 
rural  pursuits,  till  1866.  That  year  he  purchased 
a large  farm  in  Taylor’s  Island  and  has  since  at- 
tended to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  In 
1895  he  rented  the  place  and  has  since  dwelt  in 
the  town. 

February  10,  1864,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Griffith  and  Adeline,  daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  Travers,  of  this  county,  who  lived  to  the  good 
old  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Griffith  is  a 
niece  of  Judge  Levi  D.  Travers.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  there  were  born  two  children,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  C. 
Travers,  of  this  county,  and  Ada  Roberta,  who 
is  at  home  with  her  parents. 


ILLIAM  G.  SMYTH.  The  family  repre- 
sented by  this  influential  citizen  of  Chester- 
town  is  among  the  oldest  of  Kent  County, 
where  several  successive  generations  have  made 
their  homes  and  followed  various  occupations. 
Jefferson  L-,  his  father,  was  a son  of  Richard, 
who  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  and  most 
wealthy  men  of  the  county.  The  mother  of  our 
subject,  who  died  in  1892,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Martha  Isabelle  Greenwood,  and  was  born  in 
this  county,  of  which  her  father,  John  Greenwood, 
was  a well-known  resident.  I11  her  family  there 
were  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Richard  A. 
holds  the  office  of  constable  at  Fairlee,  this 
county;  Jefferson  L.  is  principal  of  the  Townsend 
(Del.)  Academy,  and  a graduate  of  Washington 
College;  Caroline  Isabelle  is  a successful  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  this  county;  Minnie  M.  resides 
with  her  sister  Caroline  I. 

At  the  home  place  in  Fairlee,  this  county, 
William  G.  Smyth  was  born  November  3,  1869. 
The  rudiments  of  his  education  were  obtained  in 
the  public  schools,  after  which,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, he  became  a student  in  Washington  College, 
an  institution  that  was  founded  at  Chestertown 
in  1782.  He  took  the  entire  course  and  gradu- 
ated in  1890.  He  had  formed  the  intention  of 
becoming  a physician  and  accordingly  entered 
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the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Balti- 
more, but  never  completed  the  course,  as  events 
shaped  themselves  so  as  to  turn  the  current  of  his 
life.  He  entered  the  teacher’s  profession  and  as 
an  instructor  proved  to  be  capable,  efficient  and 
progressive.  August  4,  1896,  he  was  honored 
with  the  appointment,  by  Governor  Lowndes,  to 
the  position  of  school  examiner,  in  which  office 
he  has  since  continued.  The  position  is  one  of 
responsibility,  calling  for  the  exercise  of  every 
faculty  of  mind,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  filled  it 
satisfactorily  proves  his  fitness  for  the  work. 

In  1895  the  marriage  of  William  G.  Smyth  and 
Lizzie  M.  Corey  was  solemnized.  Mrs.  Smyth 
was  born  in  this  county  and  is  a daughter  of 
Capt.  A.  L.  Corey.  In  religion  she  supports  the 
doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Smyth 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


^JAMUEL  P.  WILSON  came  to  Mardela 
Springs,  Wicomico  County,  in  1883,  and 
W has  since  engaged  in  the  milling  and  mercan- 
tile business,  also  superintends  a small  farm 
which  he  owns.  Having  thoroughly  learned  the 
trade  of  a miller  when  a boy,  he  entered  upon  it 
as  his  life  work,  and  has  made  a financial  success 
of  the  occupation,  which  he  has  followed  both  in 
Delaware  and  Maryland.  He  is  well  known  in 
Democratic  circles,  and  on  his  party  ticket  he 
was  elected  tax  collector  in  1890  and  1891,  and 
in  1897  was  elected  county  commissioner. 

The  Wilson  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  but  has 
been  represented  in  Delaware  for  a number  of 
generations.  The  father  of  our  subject,  James, 
and  his  grandfather,  George  Wilson,  were  born 
in  Kent  County,  that  state,  where  the  former  was 
a merchant  and  miller  of  Frederica  for  many 
years,  also  an  active  Democrat  and  tax  collector 
several  times.  He  was  a successful  business  man 
and  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a member, 
also  generous  in  his  gifts  to  charitable  enterprises. 
He  died  in  December,  1885.  His  first  wife  was 
Sarah  Wilson,  who  died  in  1856,  leaving  three 


children : William  E. , of  Caroline  County ; Samuel 
P. ; and  Annie  E.,  wife  of  Richard  W.  Lord,  of 
Harrington,  Del.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married  Susan  T.,  daughter  of  George  W. 
Wilson,  of  Sussex  County,  Del.  She  is  now 
sixty-nine  years  of  age  and  resides  in  Frederica, 
Del.  Of  the  second  marriage  there  were  six 
children,  three  now  living:  Susan,  who  resides 
with  her  mother;  Clara,  wife  of  Harry  Dodson,  of 
Clayton,  Del.;  and  Frank,  whose  home  is  in  Sea- 
ford,  Del. 

In  Frederica,  Kent  County,  Del.,  where  he  was 
born  January  2,  1856,  our.subject  passed  the  days 
of  boyhood  and  youth.  On  leaving  school  he 
entered  his  father’s  flour  mill,  where  he  learned 
the  business.  In  1876  he  went  to  Ruthsburg, 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  where  he  spent 
three  years  in  the  milling  business;  then  return- 
ing home,  he  remained  with  his  father  for  two 
years.  The  three  ensuing  years  were  spent  near 
Laurel,  Del. , after  which  he  spent  one  year  in 
Laurel.  In  1883  he  moved  to  his  present  place 
of  residence  in  Wicomico  County,  and  has  since 
been  an  active  business  man  of  Mardela  Springs. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  recording  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Mechanics.  He  has  held  various  official  po- 
sitions in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a member.  November  19,  1878,  he 
married  Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of  John  Satterfield, 
of  Kent  County,  Md.,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  one  of  whom  survives, 
Norman  S. 


™ ZEKIEL  MARSH  FORMAN.  Exactly  op- 
^ posite  Annapolis  stands  Centreville,  the  ven- 
_ erable  county-seat  of  Queen  Anne’s,  with  a 
history  that  extends  back  to  a very  early  period 
in  the  settlement  of  America,  and  combining  in 
picturesque  effect  the  conservatism  of  age  with 
the  progressive  spirit  of  modern  times.  Among 
its  families  are  some  that  for  several  successive 
generations  have  been  prominent  in  public  affairs 
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and  have  taken  an  active  part  in  local  history. 
To  this  class  belongs  the  Forman  family.  Eze- 
kiel Forman,  a man  of  means,  and  nephew  of 
General  Forman  of  Cecil  Count}7,  spent  his  en- 
tire life  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  bearing  a share  in 
the  development  of  its  industries.  He  had  a son, 
Ezekiel  T.  M.  Forman,  who  was  born  in  Ches- 
tertown,  Md. , in  1821,  and  was  educated  in 
Washington  College.  Removing  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  after  a time 
settled  in  Centreville,  where  he  followed  business 
pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  a 
time  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  In  re- 
ligious opinions  he  favored  the  doctrines  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred very  suddenly,  June  27,  1875.  He  had  a 
brother,  William  H.,  who  was  the  father  of  the 
well-known  businessmen,  Frederick  W.,  Richard 
Carmichael,  James  Cranston  and  William  H.,  of 
Baltimore,  and  of  Laura  Forman  Grimes. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  F.  Maria,  was  a 
daughter  of  Peregrine  and  Harriet  (Tilghman) 
Tilghman,  and  was  born  on  the  farm  known  as 
Tilghman’s  Recovery,  in  Queen  Anne’s  County. 
She  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Peregrine  T. , whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page;  Henry,  William  H.,  Ezekiel  M.,  Harriet 
of  Baltimore,  and  Araminta.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Centreville  January  15,  1859,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  local  schools.  How- 
ever he  had  but  few  advantages  in  youth,  for  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood.  For  eight  years  he  was  in  the  drug 
store  of  John  T.  Wooters,  of  Centreville,  after 
which  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  store  of  W.  J. 
Hopper,  remaining  with  him  until  1888.  Since 
then  he  has  been  alone  in  business. 

Mr.  Forman  aided  in  the  incorporation  of  the 
Maryland  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  of 
which  he  has  been  president.  For  two  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  Centreville  board  of  com- 
missioners. The  Centreville  National  Bank  num- 
bers him  among  its  directors.  A member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  been  one  of 
its  vestrymen  since  1885  and  also  served  upon  its 
building  committee.  His  opinions  are  in  accord 
with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 


he  always  votes  that  ticket.  In  fraternal  rela- 
tions he  is  a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasoplis  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  April  28, 
1881,  he  married  Miss  S.  Catherine  Earl,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Peregrine, 
Ezekiel  and  Mary  Earl. 


Q KENNEDY  WILSON,  M.  D.,  a practicing 
physician  of  Tilghman’s  Island, Talbot  Coun- 
ts/ ty,  was  born  in  Boonsborough,  Washing- 
ton County,  Md.,  March  29,  1859.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  an  English  family  that  made  settlement  in 
Virginia  during  the  early  days  of  the  history  of 
the  Old  Dominion.  His  grandfather,  John  Wil- 
son, was  a successful  business  man  of  Winchester, 
Va.,  where  for  many  years  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
mercantile  store,  becoming  the  possessor  of  a com- 
petency through  his  energetic  and  judicious  man- 
agement of  business  affairs. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Beatty  Wil- 
son, M.  D.,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va.,  where 
his  early  life  was  spent.  For  thirty  years  he  was 
a practicing  physician  at  Boonsborough,  where  he 
died  in  1883,  at  fifty-three  years  of  age.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  for  a 
number  of  years  served  his  church  as  vestryman. 
He  married  Ellen  E-  Kennedy,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  County  and  still  resides  there.  She 
was  the  only  daughter  of  George  Scott  Kennedy, 
a large  land  owner  and  miller  of  Boonsborough. 
The  family  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  consisted  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are  living,  namely: 
S.  Kennedy;  Henry  Beatty,  M.  D.,  who  is  pro- 
fessor in  a medical  college  in  Omaha;  Katie,  wife 
of  John  Overington,  of  Philadelphia;  Walter  Dun- 
can, who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  drug  busi- 
ness in  Omaha;  Mary  Louise,  residing  in  Boons- 
borough with  her  mother;  John  A.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  in  Cincinnati; 
George  Rochester,  in  the  treasury  department  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in  Philadel- 
phia; Edith  Jennings,  Agnes  and  Joseph  C.,  at 
home. 

After  completing  the  high  school  course  in 
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Boonsborough,  our  subject  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1879,  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  One  year  was  spent  as  assistant  in  the  Mary- 
land hospital,  after  which  he  returned  to  Boons- 
borough and  practiced  with  his  father  until  the 
death  of  the  latter,  whom  he  succeeded.  In  1895 
he  came  to  Tilghman’s  Island,  where  he  has  since 
built  up  a large  practice.  Politically  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. While  residing  in  Boonsborough  he  was 
trustee  of  the  public  schools.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  has  been  vestryman 
for  a number  of  years.  He  is  identified  with 
Tilghman’s  Conclave  No.  212,  I.  O.  H.,  and  re- 
tains membership  in  LeGrange  Lodge  No.  36, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Boonsborough,  in  which  he  is  past 
noble  grand. 

In  1881  Dr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Cora  V. 
Nicodemus,  of  Washington  County.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Luther  Roy; 
Frank  Kennedy;  Ethel  May,  who  died  at  nine 
months;  Harry  Eugene,  John  Nicodemus  and 
Margaret.  The  doctor  owns  a farm  containing 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  land  in 
Washington  County,  upon  which  is  an  orchard 
of  six  thousand  peach  trees.  His  father-in-law, 
John  L-  Nicodemus,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  wealthy  men  of  western  Maryland,  owns  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Washington  County,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  People’s  National  Bank  at  Hagers- 
town, vice-president  of  the  Second  National  Bank 
and  president  of  the  ice  factory  and  stocking  fac- 
tory. 


qJEORGE  A.  DEAKYNE,  treasurer  of  Caro- 
line County,  was  born  in  Newcastle  Coun- 
ty, Del.,  September  n,  1857.  He  is  a 
member  of  an  old  Delaware  family.  His  grand- 
father, John  Deakyne,  married  a Miss  Green- 
wood, of  Kent  County,  and  afterward  went  to 
California  during  the  gold  excitement  of  1849, 
but  was  never  heard  of  afterwards.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  George  A.  Deakyne,  was  born 
near  Chestertown,  Kent  County,  Md.,  March  13, 
1819.  For  more  than  ten  years  he  engaged  in 


the  mercantile  business  in  Delaware,  after  which 
he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Newcastle  County,  re- 
maining there  until  two  years  before  his  death. 
He  then  removed  to  Clayton,  Del.,  where  he  died 
in  March,  1895.  In  religious  belief  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Fraternally  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  passed 
the  chairs  in  the  lodge,  besides  being  a member 
of  the  grand  lodge.  He  married  Elmira  Redden, 
a native  of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  daughter 
of  Stephen  Redden.  She  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  in  Clayton,  Del. 

The  family  of  George  A.  Deakyne,  Sr.,  con- 
sisted of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely: 
George  A.,  the  eldest;  Willard  D.,  a farmer  in 
Kent  County,  Del.;  Walter  G.,  residing  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.;  Clarence,  who  is 
with  his  parents;  Veronica,  who  married  Judge 
E.  M.  Phillips,  of  Tunkhannock,  Pa.;  Mary  C., 
wife  of  Frank  Gootee,  of  Smyrna,  Del.;  Rachel 
G.,  who  married  Reuben  Warren,  proprietor  of 
a hotel  at  Clayton;  Elva  and  Addie,  school 
teachers  in  Newcastle,  Del.;  and  Eugene,  at 
home.  The  early  boyhood  years  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  were  spent  upon  a farm,  where  he 
remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  His  edu- 
cation was  obtained  mainly  in  the  public  schools 
of  Smyrna,  Del.  When  eighteen  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  spent  three  years  as  clerk 
in  a commission  house.  He  then  came  to  Den- 
ton and  in  1882  entered  the  county  clerk’s  office 
as  deputy  under  Col.  Luther  H.  Gadd.  In  the 
fall  of  1889  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  to 
which  position  he  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of 
1893.  He  has  filled  the  position  with  efficiency 
and  in  such  a manner  as  to  win  the  commenda- 
tion of  all. 

In  1883  Mr.  Deakyne  married  Clara  Horsey, 
daughter  of  William  G.  Horsey,  vice-president 
of  the  Denton  Bank.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Luther  Stanley,  a bright  boy  of  ten 
years.  Politically  Mr.  Deakyne  is  a Democrat 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  politics.  In  1897  he 
was  candidate  for  state  comptroller,  but  withdrew 
in  favor  of  his  personal  friend,  Thomas  A.  Smith, 
of  Ridgely,  Md.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  blue  lodge  of  Masons,  in  which  he  is 
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senior  warden;  he  is  also  a member  of  Talbot 
Chapter  No.  122,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Choptank  Com- 
mandery  No.  10,  K.  T.,  at  Easton.  In  partner- 
ship with  George  Redden  he  started  the  canning 
factory  in  Denton,  but  afterward  sold  out  toother 
parties.  He  and  his  wife  own  several  farms,  but 
these  they  rent  out,  making  their  home  in 
Denton. 


“ DWIN  C.  FIELDS,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
v)  court  for  Caroline  Count}"  and  an  influential 
_ citizen  of  Denton,  was  born  in  Newark, 
Newcastle  County,  Del.,  May  28,  1853.  The 
family  of  which  he  is  a member  settled  in  New 
York  upon  coming  to  America.  His  grand- 
father, John  Fields,  who  died  in  New  York  during 
the  cholera  epidemic  of  1833,  had  three  sons, 
one  of  whom,  William  C.,  was  a member  of  con- 
gress from  New  York;  another  was  a Methodist 
minister  in  that  state;  and  the  third,  Daniel, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a man  of  prominence  in 
public  affairs.  Born  in  New  York  City  in  1812, 
he  spent  his  early  years  as  a merchant  there, 
meantime  having  his  country  home  at  Newark, 
Del.  Finally,  in  1855,  he  removed  to  Caroline 
County,  Md.,  and  settled  upon  a farm  twenty- 
one  miles  from  Denton  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Federalsburg.  He  soon  rose  to  prominence 
among  his  fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Three  times  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  people  in  the  state  senate  and  in  1875  he 
was  elected  president  of  that  body.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Unitarian  Church.  His  death 
occurred  in  1883.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living, 
was  Harriet,  daughter  of  Isaac  Wright,  a farmer 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Dorchester  County. 
Mrs.  Fields  was  born  and  reared  in  the  county 
just  mentioned,  and  is  a most  estimable  lady, 
whom  to  know  is  to  love. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a member 
consists  of  seven  beside  himself,  he  being  the 
eldest.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Douglas,  of 
Frederick,  Md.  Daniel  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead. John  W.  and  Herman  are  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  partnership  at  Zachary,  La. 


William  C.,  a druggist,  resides  at  Pikesville, 
Baltimore  County.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  George 
C.  Skirven,  bookkeeper  in  the  Denton  National 
Bank.  In  the  common  and  private  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  of  his  home  our  subject  received 
his  education.  In  1884  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  to  the  committee  on  accounts,  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  at  Washington,  of  which  com- 
mittee Hon.  George  W.  Covington  was  chair- 
man. Under  the  administration  of  President 
Cleveland,  in  1887,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  Indian  Agent  at  Fort  Belknap,  Mont., 
where  he  continued  until  President  Harrison  be- 
came the  Chief  Executive.  In  1891  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Caroline  Coun- 
ty, being  chosen  upon  the  Independent  ticket, 
though  he  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith.  He 
has  since  filled  the  position,  discharging  its  duties 
with  efficiency  and  faithfulness. 

In  1878  Mr.  Fields  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Capt.  William  H.  Watkins,  of  this  county.  He 
was  a delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention  of 
this  state  in  1867,  and  later  was  a magistrate. 
The  five  children  born  of  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  are  Harry  V.,  Roberta,  Edwin 
Claude,  Myra  Rose  and  William  Watkins.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Fields  is  a Mason,  a member  of 
Nanticoke  Lodge  No.  172,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is 
identified  with  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics,  the  Heptasophs  and  the  Red  Men. 
Mrs.  Fields  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


NON.  THOMAS  ROMAIN  STRONG  is  the 
fortunate  owner  and  manager  of  a beauti- 
ful homestead  011  Piney  Neck,  situated  in 
Lankford  Bay,  in  the  fifth  district  of  Kent 
County.  It  would  indeed  be  hard  to  find  a place 
more  finely  located  or  more  fertile  and  specially 
adapted  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  devoted. 
In  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  is  a recognized  leader,  and  in  one 
position  or  another  of  responsibility  and  trust  he 
has  been  a faithful  public  servant  for  years.  In 
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the  fall  of  1875  he  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner, and  officiated  in  that  capacity  four 
terms  or  eight  years.  After  he  had  had  but  two 
years’  rest  he  was  once  more  brought  to  the 
front,  this  time  to  serve  as  register  of  wills  for  a 
period  of  six  years.  In  1891  he  was  honored  by 
being  elected  to  the  state  legislature,  and  when 
his  term  had  expired  was  re-elected.  He  has 
been  more  fortunate  than  many  public  men  in 
that  he  has  never  been  defeated,  either  in  nomi- 
nation or  election,  which  speaks  well  for  his  pop- 
ularity. 

The  Strongs  are  an  old  family  in  these  parts, 
and  are  of  English  extraction.  Grandfather  Will- 
iam Strong  was  born  near  Chestertown,  and  our 
subject’s  father,  Thomas  A.,  was  a native  of  this 
district,  and  passed  his  whole  life  in  this  imme- 
diate vicinity.  As  a farmer  he  met  with  marked 
success,  and  at  his  death,  which  event  occurred 
in  March,  1895,  he  was  in  his  eighty-fourth  year, 
and  had  made  a fair  fortune.  From  his  early 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  believed  that  whatever  success  at- 
tended him  was  because  of  his  living  a devout, 
sincere  Christian  life.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. On  reaching  manhood  he  married  Cath- 
erine A.  Eagle,  who  was  also  born  within  the 
boundaries  of  Kent  County,  and  who  died  when 
she  was  o?ly  thirty-five. 

T.  R.  Strong  was  born  July  10,  1841,  in  this 
district,  and  remained  under  his  father’s  roof  un- 
til he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  be- 
gan clerking  in  a general  store  in  Chestertown. 
He  was  thus  occupied  during  the  early  years  of 
the  war,  but  in  1863  went  to  Baltimore  and  ob- 
tained employment  in  a dry-goods  house  as  a 
clerk.  Two  years  later  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising on  his  own  account,  at  Edesville,  Kent 
County,  and  made  quite  a success  of  this  venture, 
selling  out  to  good  advantage  some  four  years 
afterwards.  Desiring  a permanent  home  he  moved 
to  his  present  beautiful  residence  and  farm,  in- 
herited by  his  wife,  to  which  he  has  added  twenty- 
four  acres,  and  has  made  it  his  dwelling  place. 
He  raises  abundant  crops  and  much  excellent 
fruit,  which  finds  ready  sale. 

In  1867  Mr.  Strong  married  Charlotte  A. 


Wickes,  of  this  district,  and  they  have  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Anna  Page,  James  P.,  Mary  Augusta, 
Elwood  S., Martha  Edna,  Louisa  and  William  R., 
all  at  home.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 


ILLIAM  H.  BARTON,  president  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Cambridge,  has  attained 
distinctive  preferment  in  financial,  naval 
and  social  circles,  and  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty. He  was  born  in  the  city  which  is  still  his 
home  October  27,  1839,  and  attended  the  Cam- 
bridge Academy  conducted  by  Dr,  Barber,  where 
he  pursued  a course  in  engineering.  He  after- 
ward secured  a clerkship  in  the  store  of  Mr. 
Creighton,  was  appointed  in  May,  1856,  by  J. 
C.  Dobbin  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  on  the  22d 
of  September,  1856,  entered  as  a cadet  in  the 
naval  academy  at  Annapolis,  obtaining  the  posi- 
tion through  the  influence  of  Judge  Stewart, 
member  of  congress.  Having  pursued  the  reg- 
ular course  in  that  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  June,  i860,  and  at  once  entered  upon  an  active 
naval  service  that  continued  for  seven  years. 

Mr.  Barton  was  ordered  to  the  Seminole,  an 
American  vessel  which  was  engaged  in  the 
United  States  service  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  until 
1861,  when  he  was  recalled  and  landed  at  Dry 
Dock,  Philadelphia,  upon  the  day  which  wit- 
nessed the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  next  or- 
dered to  aid  in  maintaining  the  Charleston  block- 
ade, where  he  remained  until  the  Hatteras  ex- 
pedition, when  he  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe 
and  the  Potomac  River.  His  next  service  was 
on  the  Wyoming  and  while  thus  engaged  he  was 
twice  promoted,  becoming  past  midshipman  and 
master.  He  was  afterward  detached  from  the 
Potomac  flotilla  and  ordered  to  join  the  Wyoming, 
which  was  then  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in  order 
to  do  this  he  went  by  steamer  to  Aspinwall, 
crossed  the  isthmus  and  joined  the  vessel  at 
Panama.  He  was  now  second  lieutenant  and 
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the  Wyoming  was  engaged  in  the  service  to  seize 
and  capture  all  Confederate  crafts  on  the  South 
American  coast,  in  conformity  with  the  confisca- 
tion bill.  In  this  way  the  Wyoming  continued 
to  do  valiant  service  for  the  Union  until  relieved 
by  the  Pocahontas  and  ordered  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, from  which  port  she  started  on  her  next 
cruise  in  the  Pacific  to  China  and  Japan.  It  was 
during  this  memorable  cruise  that  Mr.  Barton 
and  the  other  officers  and  men  on  the  Wyoming 
achieved  a brilliant  victory  over  the  combined 
opposition  of  three  Japanese  war  ships  and  the 
forts  situated  along  the  harbor.  An  edict  had 
been  issued  by  the  Mikado  “to  sweep  the  ugly 
barbarians  who  had  invaded  his  empire  into  the 
sea,”  and  the  soldiers  of  his  army  immediately 
proceeded  to  attempt  to  execute  this  command. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1863,  the  very  day  on  which 
the  work  of  expelling  the  foreigners  was  to  begin, 
the  American  steamer  Pembroke,  in  the  Japanese 
and  Chinese  trade,  anchored  in  the  Japanese  har- 
bor to  await  a favorable  tide,  little  suspecting 
that  a hostile  reception  awaited  it,  but  about 
midnight  one  of  the  three  Japanese  vessels  sta- 
tioned in  the  harbor  for  this  purpose  opened  fire 
on  the  Pembroke.  Quickly  slipping  her  cable, 
and  with  a full  head  of  steam  on,  the  Pembroke 
was  backed  away  in  the  darkness.  A German 
vessel  and  two  French  ships  received  even  worse 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Japanese,  and  such 
was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  Wyoming 
went  to  the  rescue.  She  gallantly  made  her  way 
up  the  harbor  until  close  alongside  the  Lance- 
field,  the  Japanese  steamer,  for  McDougal,  the 
commander  of  the  Wyoming,  wished  to  take  the 
Japanese  vessels  by  boarding.  Soon,  however, 
the  men  were  called  to  their  guns  and  a galling 
fire  was  opened  on  the  Lancefield  and  batteries. 
So  close  were  the  vessels  at  this  point  that  the 
smoke  and  flame  of  one  came  aboard  the  other. 
The  battle  soon  began  in  earnest,  and  Lieutenant 
Barton  and  his  division  were  in  the  very  thickest 
of  the  fight  and  bore  the  brunt  of  the  engage- 
ment, the  lieutenant  himself  being  slightly 
wounded,  but  the  action  was  continued  with  re- 
lentless energy  until  the  Wyoming  had  gained  a 
complete  victory,  not  only  destroying  the  three 


Japanese  vessels,  but  also  doing  much  damage  to 
her  forts  along  the  shore.  The  Japanese  lost 
fully  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded  and  were 
compelled  to  pay  to  the  owners  of  the  Pembroke 
$12,000,  while  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men  on  the  Wyoming  four  were  killed  and  seven 
wounded,  two  of  whom  died  later. 

In  the  fall  of  1863  Lieutenant  Barton  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Wyoming  to  the  Jamestown,  on 
which  he  served  until  July,  1864,  when  he  was 
relieved  by  Lieut.  George  F.  Pierson  and  or- 
dered home,  arriving  at  New  York  November  29, 
1864.  He  was  then  stationed  on  the  Lackawanna, 
in  the  west  Gulf  Squadron,  relieving  Lieut. - 
Com.  C.  S.  Norton  (now  Admiral  Norton)  and 
served  as  first  lieutenant  on  that  ship  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  then  ordered  to  the 
sloop  cf  war  Tuscarora,  which  in  the  company 
of  the  United  States  steamers  Powhatan  and  Van- 
derbilt convoyed  the  monitor  Monadnock  from 
Fortress  Monroe  to  San  Francisco  via  the  Straits 
of  Magellan.  They  visited  all  of  the  leading 
ports  on  both  sides  of  South  America,  exhibiting 
the  celebrated  monitor.  In  the  early  part  of  1866 
those  on  board  of  these  ships  witnessed  the  naval 
fight  between  the  batteries  of  Callao  and  Val- 
paraiso and  the  Spanish  fleet.  I11  May,  1867, 
Lieutenant  Barton  resigned  his  office  of  lieu- 
tenant-commander, while  the  ship  la.f'  near  Val- 
paraiso, and  until  the  acceptance  of  his  resigna- 
tion reached  him  he  was  on  the  staff  of  Admiral 
John  A.  Dahlgren. 

The  chief  reason  which  influenced  Mr.  Barton 
in  tendering  his  resignation  to  the  officials  of  the 
United  States  Navy  was  that  he  might  at  length 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  home  life.  He  married 
Miss  Louisa  Brown,  whose  father  had  lived  in 
New  York  and  had  amassed  a large  fortune  in 
contracting  and  building  and  in  various  invest- 
ments, and  who  erected  several  large  custom- 
houses for  the  government  of  Chili.  Returning 
with  his  bride  to  Cambridge,  Mr.  Barton  soon  be- 
came thoroughly  identified  with  the  public  and 
social  life  of  the  place.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1874  and  he  subsequently  re-married. 

Mr.  Barton  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Cambridge  National  Bank, 


WALTER  O.  SELBY,  M.  D. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


477 


capitalized  for  $50,000,  and  from  its  organization 
in  1880  he  has  served  as  its  president.  He  is  a 
splendid  mathematician,  a superior  accountant,  a 
man  of  strong  business  and  executive  ability  and 
has  made  the  bank  of  which  he  is  at  the  head  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  popular  financial  in- 
stitutions in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was 
the  promoter  of  the  beautiful  bank  building, 
which  was  pronounced  by  the  bank  examiner  of 
Maryland  to  be  the  handsomest  and  best  bank 
building  in  the  state.  It  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$24,000  and  supplied  with  all  modern  appoint- 
ments and  equipments  to  facilitate  business. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a prominent  Mason  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Chesapeake  Commandery  at 
Easton.  He  is  a gentleman  of  splendid  social 
qualities,  courteous,  genial,  affable  and  kindly, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Cambridge. 


ALTER-  O.  SELBY,  M.  D.,  has  resided  in 
Rock  Hall  for  several  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  has  built  up  a very  good  prac- 
tice here  and  in  the  surrounding  country.  He  is 
a young  man  of  most  promising  future  and  gen- 
eral and  varied  experience  in  the  past  in  the  line 
of  his  profession.  By  constant  research  and  study 
of  the  leading  thought  of  the  day,  as  expressed 
in  periodicals  and  books  relating  to  the  practice 
of  medicine,  he  keeps  posted  in  modern  ideas  and 
in  touch  with  the  march  of  progress.  In  few 
branches  of  human  endeavor  have  more  impor- 
tant changes  been  noted  and  greater  differences 
appeared  between  the  old  and  the  new  methods 
than  in  the  treatment  of  the  ‘ ‘ills  that  flesh  is  heir 
to.”  The  doctor  is  somewhat  conservative,  pre- 
ferring to  adhere  to  the  old  and  tried  rules  where 
there  exists  a doubt,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
acknowledges  the  benefit  that  humanity  has  al- 
ready received  at  the  hands  of  the  later  methods. 

John  Parker  Selby,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  Delaware,  and  in  that  state  was 
educated.  He  read  law  in  Philadelphia  for  a 
brief  period,  and  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar 


started  in  legal  practice  in  that  city.  He  did 
very  well  for  several  years,  when  he  met  with 
severe  misfortune  in  the  loss  of  his  voice.  On 
that  account,  and  because  of  an  accompanying 
throat  affection,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
chosen  vocation,  and  going  to  Virginia  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  life  until  i860.  The  very 
air  of  the  south  was  rife  with  rumors  of  the  ap- 
proaching conflict,  and  he  decided  to  return 
home.  He  did  not  sell  his  property,  however, 
and  after  farming  in  Maryland  a few  years  he 
returned  to  his- Virginia  estates,  near  Fredericks- 
burg. Here  he  quietly  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  busy,  useful  days,  dying  when  about  sixty - 
five.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  His  good 
wife,  who  was  likewise  a native  of  Delaware,  and 
whose  maiden  name  was  Wiltninia  Beck,  is  still 
living  on  the  old  farm  in  Virginia  and  is  well  and 
active  for  one  of  her  age,  seventy-three  years. 

Dr.  Selby  was  born  during  his  parents’  tem- 
porary residence  in  Maryland,  on  a farm  in  Car- 
oline County,  March  12,  1862,  and  when  the  war 
clouds  had  rolled  away  went  to  the  Virginia 
plantation  belonging  to  his  father.  There  being 
no  good  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood,  he 
received  his  early  training  from  a governess,  and 
when  he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age  he  was 
placed  in  Bowling  Green  College,  of  Caroline 
County,  Va.  He  took  a literary  and  scientific 
course  in  that  institution,  remaining  there  for 
some  five  years.  We  next  find  him  enrolled 
as  a student  in  Richmond  College,  where  he 
remained  for  a period  of  two  years,  and  when 
that  time  had  elapsed  he  entered  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College.  After  taking  the  required  lines 
of  study  he  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of 
1888.  In  order  to  obtain  actual  experience  in 
the  field  of  medicine,  he  next  took  two  years  of 
work  in  the  Maryland  General  Hospital,  becom- 
ing thoroughly  acquainted  with  details  that 
otherwise  might  have  escaped  his  notice.  Soon 
afterwards  he  settled  in  Rock  Hall,  and  has  a 
large  and  paying  clientage.  In  a social  way  he 
has  also  become  very  popular.  In  politics  he 
follows  the  teaching  and  example  of  his  father, 
and  uses  his  ballot  on  behalf  of  the  Democratic 
nominees. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


478 

CJILBERT  M.  SEARS,  who  passed  away 
April  30,  1890,  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  Bay  Hundred  district, 
Talbot  County.  He  spent  his  almost  three- 
score and  ten  years  in  this  neighborhood, 
around  which  his  earliest  recollections  clustered. 
He  was  a man  of  sterling  qualities  of  character, 
a man  whose  life  was  actuated  by  principles  of 
justice  and  uprightness  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  brother-men.  He  was  industrious  and  perse- 
vering as  a farmer,  and  succeeded  well  as  a 
financier. 

G.  M.  Sears  was  born  on  the  bay  shore  Sep- 
tember 14,  1822,  and  always  assisted  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  homestead,  from  the  time  that  he 
had  arrived  at  a suitable  age,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  years  when  he  was  absent  at  Annapolis. 
His  habits  of  unremitting  attention  to  business, 
industry,  and  perseverance  were  acquired  in  his 
youth,  and  were  among  his  prominent  character- 
istics. His  valuable  homestead,  comprising  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  has  been  known  for 
a generation  or  more  as  Sears’  Choice.  It  is 
picturesquely  situated  on  the  side  of  the  penin- 
sula, bordering  on  the  beautiful  and  famed 
Chesapeake  Bay,  which  has  been  a fertile  source 
of  the  prosperity  and  advantages  claimed  by  this 
state,  bringing,  as  it  does,  right  into  the  heart 
of  her  territory,  the  wealth  of  the  world,  and 
affording  employment  to  thousands  of  her  citi- 
zens. 

In  1879  Mr.  Sears  chose  as  his  future  com- 
panion and  helpmate  along  the  highway  of  life 
Miss  Susie  Latnbdin,  daughter  of  William  and 
Catherine  (Lowe)  Latnbdin,  of  Bay  Hundred. 
The  father  died  in  1869,  when  in  his  sixty-fifth 
year,  and  the  mother  died  a few  years  later,  in 
1872,  having  reached  the  age  of  three-score  years. 
But  four  of  their  children  survive,  four  having 
passed  to  the  better  land.  Georgia  is  the  widow 
of  Charles  Smith.  Robert  L.  and  Harry  C.  are 
both  practical  farmers  of  this  locality.  The  only 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sears  is  Bessie  M., 
who  lives  with  her  mother. 

The  parents  of  G.  M.  Sears  were  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Murdock)  Sears,  he  being  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family,  numbering  seven 


children,  viz.:  William  H.,  Margaret  E.,  Gilbert 
M.,  Amanda  M.,  John  K.,  Charles  E.  and 
Mary  E.  The  father  and  his  sons  were  never 
very  active  in  political  affairs,  but,  realizing 
their  duty  as  patriots,  they  did  not  fail  to  use 
their  right  of  franchise,  their  choice  being  the 
nominees  selected  by  the  Democratic  party.  They 
lent  their  earnest  support  to  all  the  enterprises 
which  tended  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
the  community  in  which  the}'  dwelt,  and  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  knew  them. 


LEXANDER  DICKSON  IRWIN  has  been 
the  founder  or  chief  spirit  in  numerous  im- 
portant manufacturing  establishments,  and 
built  the  whip  factory  at  Snow  Hill,  which  fur- 
nishes employment  to  many  of  our  citizens  and  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  industries  of  the 
place.  It  is  styled  the  Luray  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  is  a branch  of  the  United  States 
Whip  Company,  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $2,200,000.  The  concern  which 
was  founded  here  by  the  subject  of  this  article 
was  called  the  A.  D.  Irwin  & Brother  Company 
up  to  1894,  when  it  was  forced  into  the  trust, 
and  he  is  now  the  manager  of  the  enterprise. 

The  Snow  Hill  Whip  Factory  was  founded 
here  in  1884,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind 
in  the  country.  The  process  of  manufacturing 
raw-hide  centers  for  whips,  as  is  done  here,  is  an 
interesting  and  expensive  business.  The  material 
used  is  the  hide  from  the  female  or  cow  buffalo 
of  India,  as  no  other  kind  of  hide  has  sufficient 
elasticity.  The  hides  are  put  through  the  tan- 
ning or  soaking,  cutting,  twisting,  drying  and  pol- 
ishing processes,  in  order  to  make  them  tough 
yet  very  pliable  and  strong.  Mr.  Irwin  is  a man 
of  much  inventive  genius  and  has  instituted  many 
of  the  methods  in  use  in  his  factory.  He  employs 
forty-five  men  and  makes  as  many  as  five  thou- 
sand whip-centers  per  day  in  the  busy  season. 
Among  the  other  business  houses  in  which  Mr. 
Irwin  is  now  financially  concerned  is  that  of  A. 
D.  Irwin  & Brother,  located  at  the  corner  of 
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Mascher  and  Columbia  avenues,  Philadelphia. 
The  firm  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  dress  fabrics,  and  two  hundred 
looms  are  kept  running  in  order  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  market.  In  the  same  building  is 
the  factory  of  the  Columbia  Thread  Works,  of 
which  Mr.  Irwin  is  one  of  the  owners,  it  making 
a specialty  of  glazed  whip  thread  and  spool  cot- 
ton. He  is  also  a partner  in  the  Columbia  Mill, 
situated  at  the  same  place  in  the  Quaker  City, 
owned  by  R.  S.  Irwin  & Co. 

A.  D.  Irwin  was  born  October  2,  1839,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  in  that  city  he  was  educated  and 
reared.  His  father,  an  Englishman,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Irwin  & Stinson,  successful 
cloth  manufacturers  of  Philadelphia.  He  came 
to  this  country  when  nineteen  and  worked  his 
way  upward  until  he  was  a man  of  wealth  and 
position.  A.  D.  Irwin  doubtless  inherited  some 
of  his  superior  business  talents  from  his  father, 
and  is  to-day  also  a capitalist,  with  investments 
in  numerous  paying  industries.  In  national  poli- 
tics he  is  a strong  Republican,  but  in  local  affairs 
does  not  let  party  lines  prevent  him  from  voting 
for  the  men  whom  he  believes  best  fitted  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  people.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  and  has  done  a great 
deal  for  the  place  in  the  way  of  favoring  improve- 
ments, sidewalks,  street  repairs,  etc.  Although 
a comparative  stranger  in  Snow  Hill,  no  one  has 
more  friends  or  more  sincere  ones  than  he,  and, 
while  the  town  is  Democratic  in  tendency,  such 
is  his  popularity  among  all  classes  that  he  could 
fill  about  any  office  in  the  place  should  he  con- 
sent to  do  so,  so  the  citizens  say.  Last  election, 
though  he  was  not  a candidate  upon  either  ticket 
for  the  position  of  member  of  the  city  council, 
he  nevertheless  received  seventy  votes,  truly  a 
remarkable  compliment  to  him.  At  this  writing  he 
is  one  of  the  three  councilmen  of  Ocean  City,  Md. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Irwin  was  solemnized 
in  his  native  city,  Miss  Lizzie  Todd  being  the 
lady  of  his  choice.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  viz.:  Lillie,  Blanche  and  Florrie. 

Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Paul  Jones,  of  Snow  Hill. 
Blanche  married  John  L.  Nock,  formerly  post- 
master of  Snow  Hill.  Florrie  is  Mrs.  Walter 


Doyle,  of  the  Quaker  City.  After  Mr.  Irwin’s 
second  marriage,  in  1880,  with  Miss  Rose  E. 
Truitt,  of  this  place,  he  decided  to  settle  in  Snow 
Hill,  as  he  was  pleased  with  the  climate,  people 
and  lovely  scenery  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  he 
has  never  regretted  his  choice  of  a home  location. 
To  himself  and  wife  three  children  have  been 
born,  Alexander  Dickson,  Jr.,  Mabel  and  Rose. 


IRVING  BOWDLE.  The  dry-goods 
firm  of  Cornwell,  Bowdle  & Co.,  of  Cam- 
bridge, is  among  the  best  known  in  Dor- 
chester County,  and  its  success  is  due  no  less  to 
the  energy  of  the  junior  member  than  to  the  ex- 
perience and  counsel  of  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm.  In  1891  they  purchased  an  entirely  new 
stock  of  goods,  and  again  entered  business  on 
Race  street,  where  they  have  a two-story  building 
with  a frontage  of  twenty-eight  feet  and  a depth 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  and  fitted  out  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  including  a system 
of  carriers  on  wires  for  cash  and  merchandise. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a son  of  William 
H.  Bowdle,  formerly  a well-known  business  and 
newspaper  man  of  Cambridge,  to  which  place  he 
came  from  his  native  county  of  Talbot  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  Purchasing  the  Cambridge 
Democrat , he  carried  it  on  for  ten  or  more  years, 
and  then  founded  the  Cambridge  Herald , and 
still  later  established  the  Cambridge  Telegraph , 
which  was  sold  to  Col.  Clement  Sullivane  and 
was  merged  into  the  Chrotiicle.  The  father  was 
a practical  newspaper  man,  an  excellent  writer 
and  possessed  force  of  will  and  determination  of 
character.  He  died  in  1880,  when  sixty-four 
years  old.  His  widow  makes  her  home  with  her 
only  surviving  child,  and  is  now  seventy-two 
years  of  age. 

In  Cambridge,  where  he  was  born  June  15, 
i860,  our  subject  received  a public-school  educa- 
tion. He  left  school  in  1876  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Webb  & Co.,  in  Vienna,  but  after  a 
short  time  with  that  firm  he  accepted  a position 
with  Thomas  W.  Anderson  & Co.,  with  whom 
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he  remained  until  their  failure  in  1884.  The 
following  year  he  became  a partner  of  Z.-  D. 
Jones.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  T.  E. 
Barnett  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Bowdle  & 
Barnett  established  what  became  the  nucleus  of 
the  present  business.  June  1,  1889,  T.  T.  Corn- 
well  was  taken  into  the  firm,  which  became 
Cornwell.  Bowdle  & Co.  The  business  was  con- 
ducted on  the  corner  of  Race  and  Gay  streets 
until  the  fire  that  consumed  Henry  Mayer’s 
store,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  busi- 
ness. At  that  time  T.  E.  Barnett  and  J.  R.  Brat- 
ton bought  out  the  stock  of  Cornwell,  Bowdle  & 
Co.,  and  the  latter  firm  bought  an  entirely  new 
stock.  Since  then,  1891,  they  have  built  up  an 
extensive  business,  amounting  to  $50,000  an- 
nually. 

In  1894  Mr-  Bowdle  married  Maggie,  daugh- 
ter of  T.  E.  Wright,  and  the}7  have  one  child, 
Helen  Louise.  They  are  members  of  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  in  which 
Mr.  Bowdle  is  a trustee  and  steward.  In  1893 
he  built  the  residence  on  Race  street  that  he  has 
since  occupied.  Politically  he  favors  Democratic 
principles,  but  his  attention  is  so  closely  given  to 
business  matters  that  he  has  little  opportunity  to 
interest  himself  in  public  and  political  matters. 


AMES  LAWRENSON  BRYAN,  M.D.  Pro- 
bably to  no  man  in  the  state  do  the  schools 
of  Maryland  owe  more  than  to  this  gentle- 
man, and  their  development  and  promotion  to 
their  present  advanced  position  have  resulted 
largely  from  the  impetus  he  has  given  to  the 
work  since  serving  as  school  examiner,  to  which 
position  he  was  appointed  in  1866.  He  has  in- 
spired and  enthused  teachers  to  greater  efforts, 
has  aided  and  encouraged  and  has  secured  the 
passage  of  many  measures  which  have  been  of 
direct  benefit  to  the  school  system  of  the  state. 
Himself  a man  of  scholarly  attainments,  he  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  promote  that  mental  cul- 
ture which  alone  determines  the  worth  of  the 
individual,  and  thereby  produces  a better  citizen- 


ship and  a more  enlightened  commonwealth. 
The  honors  that  should  ever  crown  a well-spent 
life  are  his,  and  the  respect  of  the  entire  state  is 
accorded  him. 

Dr.  Bryan  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Dorchester 
County,  August  25,  1824,  and  is  of  English  de- 
scent. The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
was  the  grandfather  of  Richard  Bryan,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  The  latter  was  the 
father  of  Capt.  Charles  Kennerley  Bryan,  a native 
of  Cambridge,  who  served  as  captain  of  an  artil- 
lery company  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  son, 
James  Bryan,  the  doctor’s  father,  was  a man  of 
much  prominence  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
nation  and  served  in  the  department  of  the  in- 
terior. He  was  the  first  Republican  in  Dorchester 
County,  was  state  elector  in  1856,  when  John  C. 
Fremont  was  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Maryland  delegation  that 
in  i860,  at  the  Republican  national  convention, 
gave  Abraham  Lincoln  the  nomination  over 
Salmon  P.  Chase.  This  was  largely  due  to  his 
vote,  the  Maryland  delegation  holding  the  bal- 
ance of  power.  He  married  Emily  Le  Compte, 
of  French  descent,  belonging  to  one  of  the  lead- 
ing families  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  the  ancestors 
fleeing  from  France  after  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Bryan  was  again  married.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  and  afterward  went  to 
Petersburg,  that  state. 

Dr.  Bryan  spent  his  early  life  in  that  state  and 
attended  the  schools  of  Norfolk  and  Petersburg. 
He  entered  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  in 
Lexington,  in  1840,  and  after  his  graduation  in 
1843  became  a teacher  in  the  Petersburg  Military 
Academy,  teaching  in  both  the  military  and 
scientific  departments  until  entering  the  military 
service  of  his  country.  He  organized  a company 
to  go  to  the  Mexican  war  and  served  throughout 
that  struggle  as  first  lieutenant,  being  honorably 
discharged  in  1848. 

Dr.  Bryan  then  continued  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  University  of  Maryland  and  kept  up  his 
preparation  for  the  profession  in  the  Washington 
University,  at  Baltimore,  where  he  was  graduated 
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with  the  class  of  1849.  Immediately  afterward 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
southern  part  of  Dorchester  County,  and  was  thus 
engaged  for  seventeen  years,  being  quite  success- 
ful in  his  professional  labors.  In  1866  he  estab- 
lished the  Cambridge  Military  Academy,  and 
was  in  charge  of  that  institution  when,  in  the 
same  year,  he  was  appointed  president  of  the  school 
board  of  Dorchester  County.  In  1 868  he  was  made 
school  examiner  of  the  same  county,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  since  acceptably  served.  He  is 
now  the  oldest  school  examiner  in  the  state,  and 
has  been  continuously  engaged  in  school  work 
longer  than  any  other  man.  He  has  seen  the 
public  school  system  develop  from  its  incipieney 
and  has  been  an  active  agent  in  furthering  its  in- 
terests. His  valuable  recommendations  may  be 
found  throughout  the  Maryland  Annual  School 
Reports  and  many  of  these  have  become  laws 
to  the  infinite  betterment  of  the  school  system. 
He  has  been  particularly  active  in  instituting  the 
present  admirable  system  of  free  text-books  in 
the  schools  and  in  devising  ways  and  means  for 
raising  the  necessary  school  funds.  The  system 
recently  considered  by  the  legislature,  that  of  the 
state  furnishing  the  funds  to  pay  all  teachers’  sal- 
aries, and  the  county  furnishing  the  money  for  all 
schoolhouses  and  other  incidental  local  expenses, 
originated  with  Dr.  Bryan  and  bids  fair  to  become 
a law. 

Dr.  Bryan  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1852, 
with  Miss  Aurelia  Pattison,  of  Taylor’s  Island, 
daughter  of  James  M.  Pattison,  and  to  them  were 
born  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living: 
Julian  L-,  of  Staunton,  Va.;  D’Arcy  P.,  of  Bal- 
timore; Frank  Otis,  who  is  living  near  Cam- 
bridge; William  L,.  H.,  of  Baltimore;  Mary  Vir- 
ginia, at  home;  Nora,  wife  of  Edwin  Dashiell, 
Jr.,  of  Cambridge;  Emily,  of  Baltimore;  Guy 
Lee,  of  Cambridge;  and  Lay,  of  Baltimore. 

For  thirty  years  the  doctor  served  as  deacon  in 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  assistant  pastor  to 
Dr.  Barber,  during  the  long  and  eventful  stay  of 
that  celebrated  divine  in  Cambridge.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  acting  rector  of  Dorchester  parish.  He 
is  a man  of  broad  humanitarian  principles,  whose 


labors  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  have  been  most 
efficacious.  He  deserves  to  be  numbered  among 
the  benefactors  of  the  state,  and  the  honor  and 
respect  of  a grateful  public  are  his  just  due. 


{ - 


qJEORGE  H.  TRAX,  a well-known  farmer, 
_ contractor  and  builder  of  the  first  district  of 
^ Talbot  County,  has  been  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  this  county  since  1895,  and  has  been 
very  active  in  political  affairs  here  for  several 
years.  He  attends  many  of  the  conventions  of 
the  Republican  party  and  is  a member  of  the 
state  central  committee,  with  which  body  he  has 
been  identified  for  the  past  ten  years.  A little 
more  than  two  decades  have  passed  since  he  be- 
came a citizen  of  this  state,  and  he  has  ever 
striven  to  promote  her  best  interests  from  the 
time  that  he  decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  us. 

His  father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the  Chris- 
tian name  of  Jacob,  and  were  natives  of  the 
northern  part  of  Germany.  They  were  also  both 
skilled  in  the  same  business,  that  of  cabinet- mak- 
ing, and  ran  a large  sash,  door  and  blind  factory 
after  establishing  themselves  as  residents  of  Al- 
legheny County,  Pa.  Jacob  Trax,  Jr.,  was  very 
young  when  he  landed  in  America,  and  is  yet 
living,  now  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  In  De- 
cember, 1875,  he  came  to  this  county,  settling  in 
the  fourth  district,  and  there  farmed  about  twelve 
years.  Since  then  he  has  lived  in  Rochester,  Pa., 
and  was  a member  of  the  town  council  there  two 
terms.  He  joined  the  Republican  party  upon  its 
organization,  and  has  been  a true  and  patriotic 
citizen  of  his  adopted  country.  He  won  a com- 
petence by  steady  and  well-applied  industry,  and 
has  sufficient  for  his  declining  years.  His  good 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Knover- 
shoe,  was  also  a native  of  Germany,  and  is  now 
about  seventy-three  years  old.  Of  their  seven 
children,  Kate  married  Dan  Steiner,  of  Monica, 
Pa.;  George  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  Harry  Hawkins,  of  Beaver,  Pa.; 
John  resides  in  the  fourth  district  of  this  county; 
Lydia  is  Mrs.  Henry  Greenbough,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio;  and  Louis  is  with  his  parents. 
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George  H.  Trax  was  born  upon  his  father’s 
farm  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  June  27,  1851, 
and  attended  the  schools  in  the  vicinity,  later 
going  to  Duff’s  Business  College  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  When  but  fourteen  years  old 
he  left  home  and  went  to  Cleveland,  where  he 
soon  found  employment  at  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
making, which  he  had  mastered  ere  this.  At  the 
time  of  the  great  Chicago  fire  he  went  to  behold 
her  sitting  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and  found 
plenty  of  work  ready  to  his  hand.  He  was  onty 
eighteen,  but  he  commenced  to  take  contracts 
and  built  many  houses  and  other  structures  dur- 
ing the  several  years  of  his  stay  there.  Returning 
eastward  he  stopped  in  Cleveland,  spending  five 
years  there.  In  1876  he  located  in  the  fourth 
district  of  Talbot  County,  and  has  been  exten- 
sively engaged  in  contracting  and  building  ever 
since  throughout  this  section  of  the  state.  He  also 
does  considerable  farming,  and  owns  a valuable 
place  here,  it  being  known  as  the  Chestnut  Hill 
farm,  and  is  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres. 

For  a long  period  Mr.  Trax  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Easton.  May"  5, 
1880,  Mr.  Trax  married  Emma  Carson,  daughter 
of  Alexander  Carson,  formerly"  of  Norristown, 
Pa.  Eight  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trax,  viz.:  Annie,  Lola,  Rose,  Eurith, 
Percy,  Henry",  Cruitt  and  Emma.  Mr.  Trax  de- 
serves great  credit  for  the  financial  success  that 
he  has  accomplished,  when  one  takes  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  he  started  forth  empty- 
handed  to  battle  with  the  world  for  a livelihood, 
and  has  come  off  conqueror. 


HOMAS  A.  HUDSON  owns  a beautiful 
home  situated  on  the  banks  of  Lankford  Bayq 
in  the  fifth  district,  Kent  County".  There 
are  few  homesteads  in  this  section  that  are  more 
pleasing  to  the  eye  or  kept  in  better  order  than 
this  one,  audit  may  truthfully  be  termed  a model 
country  seat.  The  proprietor  takes  commend- 
able pride  in  beautifying  and  adorning  the  place, 


and  is  a practical,  progressive  agriculturist.  He 
is  a good  citizen,  and  strives  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellows  and  advance  their  interests  in 
all  public  affairs. 

Born  February  7,  1828,  in  Canadaville,  in  the 
second  district  of  this  county",  Mr.  Hudson  is  a 
son  of  John  Hudson,  wdio  was  a hero  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Caulks- 
field,  being  a musician  in  Capt.  Thomas  Wilson’s 
cavalry.  He  was  a native  of  the  same  place  as 
was  his  son  and  there  spent  his  whole  active 
life.  His  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident, 
and  occurred  when  he  was  only  forty  years 
of  age.  His  father,  who  bore  the  same  Christian 
name,  was  also  born  in  this  locality,  was  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry,  and  was  an  agriculturist.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Henrietta  Ashley  in 
her  girlhood.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Kent 
County.  She  died  in  1849,  when  about  sixty- 
five  years  of  age.  Of  her  eight  children,  not  one 
is  left  save  Thomas  A.,  who  was  only  a week  old 
when  his  father  was  killed.  He  stayed  upon  the 
farm  with  his  mother  and  lent  her  his  dutiful  as- 
sistance until  she,  too,  died. 

It  was  in  1849  that  young  Hudson  set  out  from 
his  old  home,  an  orphan,  to  seek  a means  of  earn- 
ing his  livelihood.  Going  to  Philadelphia,  he 
commenced  serving  a five  years’  apprenticeship 
to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  became  master  of  it 
in  all  its  branches.  Returning  to  this  county,  he 
worked  at  his  trade  in  places  along  the  Sassafras 
River  for  about  a y"ear.  Then  he  rented  a farm 
and  tried  his  hand  at  agriculture,  doing  so  well, 
that,  after  a while,  he  purchased  the  homestead 
whereon  he  has  since  resided.  This  transaction 
was  consummated  in  1875,  and  during  the  years 
that  have  elapsed  many  great  changes  and  im- 
provements have  been  instituted  by  the  owner. 
It  comprises  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres.  This  lovely  home  represents  the  thrift 
and  industry  and  persevering  energy  of  the 
proprietor,  who  has  not  only  made  a good  living 
for  himself  and  family,  but  has  bought  and 
cultivated  this  place  at  the  same  time.  He  is  a 
true-blue  Republican,  and  is  not  an  office  seeker 
in  any  sense  of  the  term. 

The  lady  who  has  been  a faithful  helpmate  and 
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has  shared  the  joys,  sorrows  and  labors  of  Mr. 
Hudson,  became  his  wife  December  18,  1859. 
She  was  formerly  Miss  Addie  L-  Usilton,  a native 
of  this  county.  To  them  eight  children  were 
born,  viz.:  William  J.,  who  is  in  the  oyster  busi- 
ness in  Kent  County;  Mary  Henrietta;  Thomas  F., 
a resident  of  Baltimore;  Charles  Henry;  Walter, 
who  died  at  about  twenty  years  of  age;  Edward, 
who  died  when  nineteen;  John  R.,  who  died  in 
his  twelfth  year;  and  Alfred  Washington,  who  is 
a farmer. 


” DWARD  T.  MOORE,  whose  pretty  home 
v)  and  well-kept  farm  are  situated  about  two 
__  miles  distant  from  Preston,  Caroline  Coun- 
ty, is  a practical  agriculturist  and  thorough-going 
business  man.  From  his  earliest  years  he  has 
been  closely  associated  with  the  development  and 
history  of  this  district,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  everything  which  has  promised  advance- 
ment and  better  advantages  for  this  community. 
Like  his  forefathers,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  stands  firmly  for 
law,  good  government  and  temperance.  In  all  his 
dealings  with  his  fellow-citizens  he  manifests  the 
strictest  integrity,  justice  and  impartiality  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  good-will  of  all  as  a 
natural  consequence. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  an  early 
settler  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  was  a life-long 
farmer.  The  parents  of  Edward  T.  were  Ed- 
ward T.  Moore,  Sr.,  and  Emma,  daughter  of 
Tilghman  E.  Andrews,  a resident  of  East  New 
Market,  Dorchester  County.  The  senior  Moore 
was  a native  of  this  county,  and  dwelt  within  its 
borders  all  his  life,  his  occupation  being  that  of 
agriculture.  Beginning  his  career  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder  financially,  he  secured  a livelihood 
for  himself  and  family  and  eventually  became 
well-to-do.  He  had  but  one  son,  Edward  T.,  of 
whom  we  write,  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Mary, 
Sallie  and  Bessie. 

Edward  T.  Moore  was  born  upon  the  parental 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Preston  in  1869,  and 
was  reared  to  take  an  interest  in  all  lines  of  farm 


work.  He  received  a very  excellent  and  prac- 
tical education  to  further  fit  him  for  the  duties 
of  life,  for  when  he  had  finished  the  common 
schools  and  had  pursued  his  studies  for  a time  in 
the  Preston  Academy,  he  was  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia to  gain  a knowledge  of  the  underlying  prin- 
ciples of  business  in  the  commercial  college 
there.  His  father,  becoming  somewhat  of  an  in- 
valid during  his  last  years,  was  not  strong 
enough  to  do  much  arduous  work  on  the  old  home 
place,  and  therefore  the  son  stepped  into  the 
management  of  the  farm,  and  all  affairs  connected 
therewith  gradually  devolved  upon  him.  In 
1895  he  bought  the  property  where  he  now  re- 
sides, it  consisting  of  some  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres.  In  February,  1893,  Mr. 
Moore  married  Amanda,  youngest  daughter  of 
Perry  D.  Taylor,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Effie  T. 


EV.  ZACK  H.  WEBSTER,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Denton,  was 
born  on  Deal’s  Island,  Somerset  County, 
Md.,  October  18,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Shores)  Webster.  His  father,  who 
was  a native  of  Somerset  County,  spent  the  most 
of  his  life  engaged  in  mercantile  business  there 
and  was  for  a time  commissioner  of  the  county. 
In  religion  a Methodist,  he  was  active  in  the 
various  departments  of  church  work.  He  died  in 
1880.  His  grandfather  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  on  Deal’s  Island  and  he  became  quite 
prominent  there. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a daughter  of 
Lambert  Shores,  a farmer  and  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable land  and  a number  of  slaves.  She  was 
a woman  of  most  beautiful  Christian  character, 
kind  to  those  in  need,  forbearing  toward  the 
erring,  and  most  devoted  to  her  family.  Her 
death  occurred  in  February,  1894.  In  her  family 
there  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
George,  who  is  a farmer  on  Deal’s  Island;  Zack 
H.;  Luther,  a resident  of  Deal’s  Island,  and  the 
owner  of  several  vessels;  Oscar  C.,  who  was  acci- 
dentally shot  and  killed  by  a schoolmate;  Brazilia, 
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widow  of  George  W.  Windsor,  and  mother  of  a 
large  family  of  children,  with  whom  she  lives  on 
Deal’s  Island;  and  Indiana  F. , wife  of  Samuel  C. 
White,  of  Delaware. 

Educated  in  the  schools  of  Somerset  County,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  our  subject  went  on  the 
water  and  for  four  years  followed  the  occupation 
of  a mariner.  Later  he  was  employed  as  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  Somerset  County. 
After  three  years  as  teacher  in  the  high  school 
near  his  home  he  resigned  and  entered  the  min- 
istry of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1886. 
The  following  year  he  was  received  into  the 
conference  and  was  given  charge  of  a church. 
He  spent  one  year  at  Ouantico,  one  year  at 
Fruitland,  Md.,  three  years  at  Whitesville,  Del., 
two  years  at  Tangier,  Va. , and  then  came  to 
Denton,  where  he  has  been  for  four  years.  A 
prohibitionist  since  1885,  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  organization  of  the  party  in  several 
places  and  has  done  excellent  service  in  its  ranks. 

December  6,  1882,  Rev.  Mr.  Webster  married 
Elizabeth  E.  Brewington,  formerly  of  Salisbury, 
Md.,  but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  a resident 
of  Somerset  County.  The  five  daughters  who 
comprise  their  family  are:  Esther,  Ruth,  Sarah, 
Ethel  and  Helen.  Another  daughter,  Grace,  was 
taken  from  them  by  death  when  five  years  of 
age. 


HOMAS  T.  CORNWELL,  senior  member 
[C  of  the  firm  of  Cornwell,  Bowdle  & Co. , of 
V2L  Cambridge,  is  the  oldest  man  actively  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Dorchester  County,  if 
not  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  has  been  interested 
in  the  mercantile  business,  as  clerk  and  proprietor, 
for  a longer  period  of  time  than  any  one  now  liv- 
ing in  the  county.  When  a boy  he  began  as  a 
clerk,  and  by  dint  of  his  unaided  efforts  he  has 
become  the  head  of  the  largest  dry-goods  store  in 
his  section.  -An  intelligent  gentleman,  the  soul 
of  honor  and  integrity,  he  justly  stands  high  both 
as  a business  man  and  a private  citizen. 

In  Hampton,  Va.,  Mr.  Cornwell  was  born 
October  15,  1816,  being  the  third  of  five  children 


who  attained  years  of  maturity.  The  others 
were  as  follows:  Joel,  who  died  in  Vienna,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom 
one  is  living;  Rosa  A. , the  widow  of  Ballard  Ven- 
able and  a resident  of  Riverton,  Md.;  John  S.,  a 
merchant  of  Vienna;  and  Sarah  L-,  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Josiah  Carr,  of  Vienna.  The  father 
of  this  family,  William  Cornwell,  was  born  on 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  to  Virginia  in 
early  manhood  and  there  followed  the  mechanic’s 
trade.  In  Princess  Anne  County,  Va.,  he  mar- 
ried Johanna  Ship,  a sister  of  Col.  John  Ship. 
Mr.  Cornwell  died  in  Wicomico  County,  Md.,  as 
did  also  his  wife,  who  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-four. 

When  our  subject  was  a youth  of  fifteen  his 
father  died,  and  he  afterwards  made  his  home 
with  his  brother  Joel,  who  was  a merchant  in 
Baltimore  and  later  in  Vienna.  His  education 
was  obtained  principally  in  Wicomico  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Cambridge  and  secured 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Col.  William 
Sullivane,  with  whom  he  remained  nearly  four 
years.  Afterwards  he  was  with  Hooper  C. 
Hicks  until  the  latter’s  store  burned  down  and 
then  he  accepted  employment  with  Francis  J. 
Henry,  where  he  remained  until  that  gentleman 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  court.  Our  subject’s 
next  employer  was  T.  I.  Dail,  then  of  Cambridge. 
In  1859  he  engaged  with  T.  W.  Anderson,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  Mr.  Anderson  failed  in 
business  in  1884,  and  for  three  years  afterward 
he  resided  in  the  country.  On  his  return  to 
Cambridge  he  began  clerking  for  Henry  Mayer, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  twelve  months.  In 
June,  1889,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Mr. 
Bowdle  and  Mr.  Barnett,  and  they  have  since  con- 
ducted business  together,  having  the  largest  store 
of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

In  1840  Mr.  Cornwell  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a mem- 
ber, and  since  1889  he  has  been  a trustee.  Both 
by  example  and  precept  he  gives  his  influence  to 
the  cause  of  temperance.  He  has  never  been  to 
a theatre  or  museum.  In  all  things  he  has  been 
a strict  follower  of  the  discipline  of  his  denomina- 
tion, and  his  consistent  Christian  life  has  continued 


WILLIAM  KENNEDY  CARROLL,  M.  D. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


489 


for  nearly  sixty  years  as  an  example  to  others. 
He  has  never  established  domestic  ties,  but  his 
life  is  by  no  means  a lonely  one,  for  he  has  a host 
of  warm  friends,  both  in  church  and  business 
circles. 


ILLIAM  KENNEDY  CARROLL,  M.  D., 
is  so  fortunate  as  to  be  the  possessor  of 
nearly  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
finely  situated  in  the  fifth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  His  residence  is  patterned  after  the  old 
English  mansions  in  style  and  is  beautiful  both 
in  design  and  furnishing.  Everything  about  the 
place  bespeaks  the  presence  of  refined,  cultured 
occupants,  and  it  is  rightly  believed  to  be  a model 
country  home.  The  owner  has  for  many  years 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
since  coming  here  a few  years  ago,  to  attend  to 
his  extensive  property  interests  hereabouts,  he 
has  lound  his  time  quite  fully  occupied  in  his  pro- 
fession and  the  care  of  his  estate. 

The  doctor’s  paternal  grandfather  was  a native 
of  Ann  Arundel  County,  and  grew  to  man’s  es- 
tate in  that  vicinity.  One  of  his  sons,  David,  was 
the  fathe  • of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Prince 
George’s  County  and  became  the  pioneer  in  the 
manufacturing  of  the  fabric  commonly  known  as 
duck,  now  so  extensively  used  in  clothing.  Away 
back  in  the  40’s  he  was  first  interested  in  this 
business,  and  about  1850  he  started  the  Whitehall 
mills,  and  later  those  of  Woodberry  and  Mount 
Vernon.  He  was  very  actively  engaged  in  these 
various  enterprises  until  shortly  before  his  death, 
and  left  large  estates.  His  wife  was  Miss  Annie 
Ayler,  a native  of  Centreville,  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  Five  of  their  children  grew  to  maturity. 
Rev.  D.  H.  Carroll,  D.  D.,  for  many  years  pastor 
of  a Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore,  is 
now  president  of  the  Laurel  Manufacturing 
Company;  Albert  died  in  Baltimore  about  1886 
and  left  a family  to  mourn  his  loss.  Fannie 
is  the  widow  of  John  T.  Timanus,  a manu- 
facturer of  Baltimore;  Laura  D.  married  E.  E. 
Shipley,  of  Howard  County;  and  Dr.  William  K. 
completes  the  family. 


Dr.  Carroll  was  born  in  the  village  of  Wood- 
berry,  now  included  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  August  18,  1851.  He  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  that  locality,  and  there  re- 
ceived a common-school  education.  From  an 
early  day  he  was  familiar  with  the  management 
of  the  extensive  mills  operated  by  his  father,  and 
manifested  unusual  aptitude  for  business.  He 
still  owns  an  interest  in  the  mills  and  obtains  a 
good  revenue  from  that  source.  He  graduated 
with  honors  in  the  class  of  1873  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  at 
once  commenced  practice  in  Woodberry.  At  the 
end  of  five  years  he  went  to  Denver,  Colo. , and 
was  there  engaged  in  professional  work  three 
3'ears  or  more.  His  father  being  in  failing  health 
at  this  time  he  returned  to  Queenstown.  Three 
years  later  he  settled  in  Baltimore  and  there  con- 
tinued to  practice  another  five  years.  For  about 
ten  years  he  has  given  his  principal  attention  to 
the  management  of  his  estates,  and  has  dwelt  on 
the  homestead  near  Queenstown,  alluded  to  at 
the  beginning  of  this  article,  it  comprising  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres.  This  place 
originally  was  owned  by  the  Niell  family,  later 
was  a part  of  the  Pratt  estate,  and  then  came 
into  the  doctor’s  possession.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Pickering 
Lodge  No.  146,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Baltimore,  andis 
also  connected  with  the  eommandery.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Carroll  and  Miss  Margaret 
Frederick  was  solemnized  May  9,  1872,  in  Balti- 
more. She  is  a lady  of  superior  attainments  and 
rare  womanly  grace,  and,  with  her  husband,  has 
always  been  most  cordially  received  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  every  community  in  which  she 
has  resided.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Garrett)  Frederick,  for  many  years  honored 
residents  of  Baltimore,  but  both  now  deceased. 

- >•  > 1— < — 

OHN  T.  WILSON  is  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Mardela  Springs,  in  Barren 
Creek  district,  Wicomico  County,  where  for 
^ number  of  years  he  has  conducted  an  important 
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and  increasing  trade  in  the  general  lines  of  mer- 
chandise among  the  people  of  the  village  and  dis- 
trict. While  he  has  not  spent  his  entire  life  in 
this  county,  yet  he  was  born  and  reared  here, 
and  is  well  known  to  the  people  of  the  locality 
where  he  resides.  Within  two  miles  of  his  pres- 
ent place  of  residence  he  was  born  April  8,  1846, 
being  a son  of  Levin  M.,  and  brother  of  L.  N. 
Wilson,  M.  D.,  mentioned  upon  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

The  education  of  our  subject,  which  was  an 
excellent  one,  was  obtained  principally  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wicomico  County.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  to  teach  school  in  Barren 
Creek  district,  where  he  remained  an  instructor 
for  ten  years.  In  1876  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  mercantile  business  and  opened  a general 
store  at  Mardela  Springs,  remaining  here  as  its 
proprietor  until  1891,  when  he  went  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore  and  embarked  in  the  retail  cigar  and 
tobacco  business.  Two  years  later,  however,  he 
came  came  back  to  Wicomico  County,  and  here 
he  has  since  carried  on  a general  business  as  a 
village  merchant. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1890  Mr.  Wilson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie,  daugh- 
ter of  James  W.  Lard,  of  Dorchester  County. 
They  have  a pleasant  home  in  Mardela  Springs 
and  have  many  friends  among  the  people  of  this 
section  of  the  county.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  a daughter,  Fannie. 


OHN  C.  HACKETT,  M.  D.,  is  a rising 
young  physician  of  Millington,  Kent  County, 
and  has  been  located  here  since  1894.  He 
is  well  educated  in  literature  and  the  sciences, 
and  is  thoroughly  versed  in  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession. To  well-grounded  theoretical  knowl- 
edge he  has  added  wide  general  experience  and 
the  reading  and  stud}'  of  mature  life,  and  brings 
to  bear  upon  his  chosen  work  a genuine  love  for 
it,  which  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best  essentials 
for  success. 

A son  of  John  C.  and  Cephelia  (Wood- 


land) Hackett,  the  doctor  was  born  upon  a 
farm  near  this  place  in  1857,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  here.  His  father  is  now  retired  from 
the  arduous  and  active  occupation  which  he 
followed  in  his  prime,  that  of  agriculture,  and 
is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  years  of  his  indus- 
trious toil.  His  home  has  been  made  in  Sud- 
lersville,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  for  several 
years  past.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
prepared  himself  for  the  battle  of  life  by  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  and  gaining  such  knowl- 
edge of  the  elementary  branches  as  he  could  there, 
and  later  was  a student  in  Millington  Academy. 
Having  made  up  his  mind  to  enter  the  medical 
profession,  he  commenced  to  read  upon  the  subject 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Edward  J.  Powers,  of 
Millington,  and  altogether  spent  much  of  his  time 
thus  occupied  for  three  years.  In  1881  he  en- 
tered Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  enabled  to  start  in  the  last  year’s  class, 
owing  to  his  previous  application.  He  accord- 
ingly graduated  in  1884  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in 
Sudlersville,  Md.,  near  his  father’s  home.  The 
first  nine  years  of  his  professional  work  were 
spent  there,  and  then  he  sought  another  sphere 
of  action,  deeming  that  his  energies  would  have 
a broader  scope  elsewhere.  The  next  three  years 
he  resided  in  Crumpton,  combining  the  drug  busi- 
ness with  that  of  his  profession,  and  about  three 
years  ago  he  came  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  our  citi- 
zens. He  has  never  regretted  this  move,  and  is 
making  a grand  success,  numbering,  as  he  does, 
among  his  clients  most  of  our  representative  fami- 
lies. 

In  1892  Dr.  Hackett  and  Miss  Jessie  Guthrie 
Macbeth,  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Previously  she  had  been  very  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md.  She  is  a lady  of  fine  attain- 
ments and  accomplishments  and  is  a model 
hostess  and  helpmate  to  her  husband.  Rev.  James 
W.  Macbeth,  father  of  Mrs.  Hackett,  was  a min- 
ister in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a highly  edu- 
cated man,  and  a teacher  of  considerable  promi- 
nence. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hackett  attend  the  Epis- 
copal Church  and  take  commendable  interest  in 
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advancing  the  welfare  of  all  who  are  unfortunate 
and  need  sympathy  or  more  material  aid.  The 
doctor  is  an  ally  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
occupies  the  office  of  councilor  in  the  local  society 
of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics. 


ILLIAM  H.  JACOBS,  M.  D.,  has  a grow- 
ing practice  and  a most  promising  future 
before  him.  He  has  been  a resident  of 
Millington,  Kent  County,  for  scarcely  five  years, 
but  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  ability 
and  skill  in  his  favorite  field  of  endeavor.  It 
was  his  privilege  to  study  in  colleges  noted  for 
their  progressiveness  and  modern  methods  in 
combating  disease,  and  with  this  knowledge  as  a 
foundation  he  has  built  upon  it  the  results  of 
practical  experience. 

William  H.  Jacobs,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Kent 
County,  Del.,  and  carried  on  a farm  and  also  a 
mercantile  business  at  Downs  Chapel.  His  early 
manhood  was  exclusively  devoted  to  agriculture, 
but  for  the  last  fifteen  years  he  gave  his  attention 
and  time  chiefly  to  the  management  of  his  com- 
mercial ventures.  He  was  an  active  politician,  a 
strong  Democrat,  but  never  held  public  office. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been 
a Miss  Moore,  of  Delaware,  who  died  leaving 
two  children,  Nehemiali  and  Robert.  His  second 
union  was  with  Naomi  Truitt,  a native  of  Dela- 
ware, and  five  sons  blessed  their  marriage,  viz.: 
George  W.,  Jonathan,  William  H.,  James  and 
Jacob,  the  two  last-mentioned  being  twins. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Jacobs  was  born  in  1865  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  near  the  town  of  Downs  Chapel, 
and  was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm 
management.  His  life  was  about  such  as  is  ex- 
perienced by  every  country  boy — a free,  joyous 
life — a life  that  develops  the  physical  strength 
and  gives  breadth  of  lung  and  a chance  for  every 
bodily  faculty  to  receive  the  benefits  of  exercise 
and  pure  air  and  food.  His  mental  training 
probably  did  not  keep  pace  with  his  physical 
growth,  for  district  schools  are  not  proverbial  for 
fine  systems  of  training  “the  young  idea,”  but 


when  the  opportunity  presented  itself  the  lad 
was  not  slow  to  respond  to  the  advantages  offered 
by  wisdom.  At  last  we  find  him  treading  the 
halls  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  and  with 
his  classmates  giving  earnest  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proper  treatment  of  disease.  In  1889  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and  for  about  twelve  months  thereafter  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  in  the  town  of  Denton, 
Md.  Feeling  the  desirability  of  further  prepara- 
tion in  a few  special  lines,  he  returned  to  his  alma 
mater  and  took  a post-graduate  course  during  the 
winter  of  1890.  In  the  year  following  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  in  Delaware  City,  Del., 
but  in  a short  time  removed  to  this  place,  and  has 
since  conducted  a good  practice. 

In  1892  Dr.  Jacobs  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Maloney,  a resident  of  Newcastle  County,  Del., 
and  they  have  four  children:  James  Paul,  Gladys 
D.;  Dorothy,  deceased;  and  Bernice,  who  died 
when  six  weeks  old.  The  doctor  and  his  worthy 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  respected  by  all  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 


HOMAS  STOCKTON  WICKES,  of  Ches- 
tertown,  was  born  in  this  city  September  2, 
1832.  He  is  of  good  old  Revolutionary 
lineage,  his  grandfather,  Simon  Wiekes,  having 
been  an  officer  in  the  colonial  army  and  a gallant 
soldier  in  defense  of  American  interests;  by  oc- 
cupation he  was  a surveyor,  and  his  surveys  were 
always  noted  for  their  accuracy.  In  religious 
belief  he  was  a Methodist,  being  one  of  the  early 
adherents  of  that  denomination  in  the  United 
States.  He  lived  to  see  America  win  in  the  sec- 
ond war  with  England  and  died  after  its  close,  in 
1816.  He  had  an  older  brother,  Joseph  (who 
was  the  grandfather  of  Judge  Wiekes),  and  two 
sisters,  Nancy  and  Fannie,  the  former  of  whom 
married  William  Brown,  a large  land  owner  and 
prominent  resident  of  Kent  County,  while  the 
latter  married  a gentleman  from  Philadelphia. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
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Wickes,  was  born  in  Kent  County  and  made 
his  home  upon  the  estate  that  had  been  pur- 
chased by  his  ancestors  on  first  coming  to 
America.  This  estate  was  out  of  the  family  for 
forty-nine  years,  but  was  bought  back  by  our 
subject  in  1879  and  he  is  now  its  owner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Simon  Wickes,  was 
born  seven  miles  from  Chestertown,  on  Tulip 
Forest  farm,  in  1781,  and  engaged  in  farming  the 
old  homestead  until  1831,  when  he  retired  to 
Chestertown,  and  there  resided  until  his  death  in 
1848.  His  health  was  very  poor  for  years  before 
his  death,  and  being  unable  to  manage  his  busi- 
ness affairs  personally  he  suffered  heavy  financial 
losses,  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  estate  he 
had  inherited.  His  family  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  was  an  only  son  and  had 
two  sisters:  Hannah,  who  married  Capt.  Benjamin 
Houston,  nephew  of  Judge  James  Houston,  of 
the  United  States  district  court  in  Baltimore,  and 
whose  grandson,  Rev.  James  H.  Eccleston,  is 
rector  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore;  and 
Polly,  who  died  unmarried. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Elizabeth  Blake,  was 
born  in  Queen  Anne’s  County  and  was  a lineal 
descendant  of  the  famous  English  admiral, 
George  Blake,  whose  famous  victory  won  for 
England  the  supremacy  of  the  sea.  Mrs.  Wickes 
died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
She  had  a brother,  William  Blake,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  American  army,  stationed  at  Fort 
McHenry.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  nine 
children  and  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Mary 
Hamilton,  who  was  named  for  her  grandparents, 
Mary  Freeman  and  Hamilton  M.  Blake,  became 
the  wife  of  James  Arthur,  a mechanic.  Simon, 
who  was  born  in  1818,  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  drug  business,  and  died  in  1869;  his  son, 
Thomas  W.  Wickes,  is  now  a druggist  in  Ches- 
tertowu.  Charles  Henry,  who  was  born  in  1820, 
was  a clerk  in  Baltimore  for  a time,  later  went 
to  sea,  then  studied  law,  and  was  a Union  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  after  which  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  literature,  being  a man  of  fine  literary 
tastes.  He  died  in  1893,  leaving  a daughter,  who 
resides  in  Chestertown.  William  Nichols  Earle 
Wickes,  born  in  1823,  died  in  1895,  leaving  a 


son  and  daughter.  Isaac  Freeman,  born  in  1825, 
was  a druggist  in  Chestertown  and  Baltimore, 
but  his  fate  is  unknown,  as  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  him  for  thirty  years.  Anne  Rebecca, 
born  in  1827,  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Chambers  Wickes,  who  died  in  1854;  she  after- 
ward married  Judge  Joseph  A.  Wickes,  and  died 
in  1889.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1830,  died  unmarried 
in  1888.  One  child  died  in  infancy. 

Educated  in  Washington  College,  our  subject 
began  his  business  career  in  the  store  where  he  is 
now.  For  two  years  he  was  in  New  York,  but 
with  that  exception  he  has  resided  continuously 
in  Chestertown,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  and  agricultural  pursuits.  Among  his 
possessions  are  valuable  farms  and  town  prop- 
erty. Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democrats. 
He  attends  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for 
many  years  he  was  a warden. 


OHN  COPPAGE.  Seldom  does  a poor  boy 
work  his  way  forward  to  a position  of  such 
assured  success  as  has  been  the  case  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Coppage.  With  nothing  but  a brave 
heart  and  a strong  body  he  began  the  battle  of 
life.  His  lack  of  opportunities  and  his  poverty 
did  not  discourage  him.  On  the  contrary  he  was 
buoyant,  hopeful,  enthusiastic  and  determined. 
He  now  owns  more  than  two  thousand  acres  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  this  large  tract  being  sub- 
divided into  ten  farms,  seven  of  which  are  in  his 
home  district,  the  second.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  eleven  hundred  acres  in  Talbot  County,  in- 
cluding what  is  said  to  be  the  finest  farming  land 
in  the  state  of  Maryland.  From  his  life,  so  re- 
markably successful,  lessons  may  be  gleaned 
worthy  of  emulation  by  the  young. 

In  the  second  district,  where  he  now  resides, 
Mr.  Coppage  was  born  October  23,  1810,  a son 
of  John  and  Martha  (Dudley)  Coppage.  He  was 
the  second  of  seven  children,  of  whom  six  at- 
tained mature  years,  but  all  are  deceased  except 
himself  and  Edward  E. , who  lives  in  Delaware. 
Reared  to  habits  of  industry,  our  subject  early  be- 
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gan  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
chose  for  his  occupation  the  one  with  which  he 
was  most  familiar,  that  of  agriculture.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Nickerson,  who  died  in  1846.  His 
second  wife,  Rebecca  Taylor,  a native  of  Dela- 
ware, became  the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  namely  : Annie,  Martha, 
Kate,  Maggie  and  Enoch,  a farmer  of  the  second 
district. 

Since  1854  Mr.  Coppage  has  owned  and  occu- 
pied his  present  homestead  in  the  second  district, 
where  he  has  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  one 
body.  His  attention  has  been  given  almost  en- 
tirely to  his  personal  affairs,  and  he  has  had  little 
time  or  inclination  to  mingle  in  political  matters. 
In  1876  he  served  as  county  assessor,  for  two 
terms  he  was  tax  collector  and  he  also  held  the 
office  of  county  commissioner. 

— — > /■;£).  •*-{-£•♦ — 

EV.  JAMES  BLACK  MERRITT,  D.  D. 
Thomas  Merritt,  of  England,  sailed  up  the 
Delaware  River  in  his  trading  vessel,  called 
The  Little  Baltimore,  and  had  a grant  of  land  on 
St.  John’s  River,  Reedy  Island  Neck,  New- 
castle County,  Del.  Subsequently  he  settled  in 
Rye,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  before  1673,  and 
purchased  ‘‘Hog-Pen  Ridge”  September  4,  1680, 
and  owned  Pine  Island  and  other  lands  about 
1690.  He  was  a vestryman,  constable,  super- 
visor and  deputy  to  the  general  court.  He 
married  the  second  time,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Robert  Francis,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  before 
1688.  His  children  by  his  first  wife  were: 
Thomas,  Joseph,  Ephraim  and  Samuel. 

Thomas  Merritt  the  second,  of  Rye,  N.  Y. , had 
a son,  Benoni  (or  Benjamin),  whose  wife’s  name 
was  Mary.  He  sold  land  to  John  Merritt,  May 
14,  1720,  at  Rye;  bought  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  at  Forcorners  and  died  in  1779,  intestate, 
on  his  farm  in  Reedy  Island  Neck,  Newcastle 
County,  Del.,  leaving  a widow  and  four  sons: 
William,  Benjamin,  Thomas  and  John. 

William  Merritt,  born  in  1726,  bought  Ivingo, 
a tract  of  land  containing  three  hundred  and 


thirty  acres  in  Kent  County,  Md. , immediately 
adjacent  to  Shrewsbury  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  He  married  Martha  Bergin  in  1759  and 
married  the  second  time  Martha  Vansant,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Vansant,  in  1776.  He  petitioned 
the  court  of  Newcastle  County,  Del.,  for  the  sale 
and  partition  of  Benjamin  Merritt’s  estate,  his 
father,  who  died  on  his  estate  in  Reedy  Island 
Neck,  Newcastle  County,  Del.,  intestate.  For 
years  he  was  a vestryman  and  church  warden  of 
Shrewsbury  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  ‘‘high  sheriff  of  Kent  County,”  Md.,  in 
1779.  He  died  at  Ivingo  in  1793.  His  children 
were  Benjamin,  Rebecca  and  Mary. 

Benjamin  Merritt,  born  in  1779,  died  in  1832. 
He  married  Patty  Kerr,  of  Newark,  Del., 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Martha  Kerr,  in  1808, 
and  by  this  marriage  had  the  following  children: 
William  K.,  George  A.,  John  and  Adeline  K., 
none  of  whom  left  any  descendants.  His  second 
wife  was  Eliza  Jane,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Black,  of  Black’s  Cross  Roads,  Kent  County,  Md. , 
where  she  was  born,  October  3,  1803.  Benja- 
min Merritt  served  in  the  battle  of  Cork’s  Field 
in  the  war  of  1812,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Chambers,  subsequently  judge  of  the  circuit 
court.  The  children  of  Benjamin  Merritt  were: 
Thomas  A.,  Benjamin  G.,  Janies  Black,  Samuel 
A.,  Mary  Ann  and  Caroline  R. 

Rev.  James  Black  Merritt,  D.  D.,  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  September 
20,  1826,  at  Ivingo,  the  home  of  his  father  and 
grandfather,  and  now  owned  by  himself.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
Dickinson  College,  where  he  remained  one  term, 
and  later,  having  studied  theology  at  Concord, 
N.  H.,  and  in  1852  having  been  admitted  to  the 
Philadelphia  Methodist  Conference,  he  was  as- 
signed to  Dover,  Del.  While  in  this  pastorate  he 
married  Hannah  Pleasanton,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Webb  and  Eliza  Pleasanton,  April  10, 
1855,  at  their  country  residence,  Muddy  Branch, 
near  Dover,  Del.  He  served  as  pastor  at  Fred- 
erica, Del.,  Cambridge,  Md.,  Easton,  Md. , Centre- 
ville,  Md.,  Chestertown,  Md.,  Dover,  Del.,  second 
time  (1872-75),  St.  Paul’s,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Odessa,  and  Middletown  and  other  places,  and  is 
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at  present  pastor  of  Salem  and  Union,  Fairlee, 
Kent  County,  Md.  Dr.  Merritt  is  reputed  by 
the  brethren  of  the  ministry  and  laity  to  be  one 
of  the  leading  and  influential  ministers  of  the 
Wilmington  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  a 
man  of  marked  ability  and  eloquence,  depth  of 
Christian  experience  and  earnest  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christ  among  his  fellow-men. 
In  his  labors  in  the  ministry  he  has  led  many  to 
become  Christians,  has  aroused  the  indifferent, 
awakened  the  thoughtless  and  increased  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  every  congregation  of  which 
he  has  been  pastor.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masons.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
conservative,  opposed  alike  to  the  abolitionists 
of  the  north  and  the  secessionists  of  the  south. 
He  has  made  many  warm  and  influential  friends 
in  the  varied  relations  of  life. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Merritt  and  wife  were  born  the 
following  children:  Margaretta  Boone,  born 

March  16,  1856,  died  November  10,  1869;  Eliza 
Pleasanton,  born  in  1857,  married  May  10,  1883, 
to  A.  M.  Hepbron,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  their 
children  are  Archer  Kerr  and  James  Merritt; 
James  Black,  born  in  1859,  is  a graduate  of 
medicine  and  a practicing  physician  at  Easton, 
Md. ; he  married  Georgetta,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Parks,  of  Kent  County,  Md.,  and  their  children  are 
James  Black  (Jay  Bee)  and  Addie  Kerr;  Samuel 
Webb,  born  August  19,  1862,  and  a resident  of 
Philadelphia,  married  Florence  Katherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Francis  N.  Sheppard  and  Amanda  F. 
Bowker,  his  wife,  of  Kent  County,  Md.,  April 
10,  1894. 


HOMAS  HOPKINS,  ex-county  commis- 
sioner of  Talbot  County,  and  for  a long 
period  a merchant  of  Wye  Mills  and  Skip- 
ton  Landing,  has  been  exclusively  engaged  in 
farming  for  over  fifty  years  on  the  homestead 
which  he  owns  in  the  fourth  district.  This  place 
is  commonly  known  hereabout  as  the  Skipton 
farm,  and  is  a tract  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  acres  well  improved  with  substantial  build- 
ings, fences,  etc.  The  worth}"  citizen  of  whom 


we  write  has  lived  a very  active  and  useful  life, 
and  now,  though  eighty-six  years  of  age,  is  still 
hale  and  hearty,  his  mind  and  memory  remarkably 
clear,  and  he  is  not  obliged  to  use  glasses  when 
he  signs  his  name. 

The  founders  of  this  branch  of  the  Hopkins 
family  in  America  were  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  came  from  London,  England,  to 
Talbot  County  in  1658.  They  had  a patent  to 
certain  lands  situated  on  what  is  now  termed 
Hopkins’  Point,  opposite  the  present  town  of 
Oxford.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
bore  the  Christian  name  of  Dennis,  while  the 
grandfather,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  was 
called  Thomas.  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a merchant  and  miller  at  Wye  Mills,  in  this 
county,  several  years,  and  passed  his  last  days 
upon  a farm  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Earl, 
near  Easton.  He  died  in  1836.  In  his  own 
neighborhood  he  was  a man  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and  in  early  life  was  identified  with  the 
Federal  party,  later  joining  the  Whigs,  but  he 
would  never  consent  to  hold  office.  He  married 
Sarah  Hart  for  his  first  wife,  but  she  dying  in 
1 8 1 1 , and  leaving  an  infant,  our  subject,  he 
married  again  soon,  her  sister,  Martha,  being  the 
lady  of  his  choice.  Her  death  occurred  in  1814, 
and  subsequently  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Rebecca  Richards,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  of  his  father’s 
family,  and  was  born  November  11,  1811,  at 
Wye  Mills.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
more  or  less  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
when  he  went  into  his  father’s  store,  and  man- 
aged the  enterprise  for  him  as  long  as  he  owned 
it.  When  his  father  removed  to  Easton,  our 
subject  bought  his  interest  in  the  old  mill  and 
in  the  store  and  conducted  the  same  from  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  to  July,  1841.  He  then  purchased 
the  Skipton  farm  and  managed  it,  at  the  same 
time  running  the  store  and  vessel  at  the  land- 
ing near  for  seventeen  years.  In  the  year  1851  he 
purchased  the  tan-yard  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres,  but  subsequently  sold  this  place.  He  also 
bought  and  shipped  grain  to  Baltimore  to  a large 
extent  during  this  period.  In  1853  he  disposed 
of  all  his  other  interests  and  gave  his  whole 
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time  and  attention  to  agriculture.  In  1844  he 
was  elected  on  the  Whig  ticket  as  county  com- 
missioner and  served  in  that  office  for  years  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Since  the  war 
he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

In  July,  1834,  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Hester 
A.  McDaniel,  who  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  January,  1839.  She  left  two  children,  Sarah 
A.  and  an  infant,  but  both  have  since  passed 
away.  In  June,  1840,  he  wedded  Hester  A.  Mc- 
Daniel, a cousin  of  his  first  wife,  and  the  five 
children  born  to  them  are:  James  L.,  who  is  at 
home  and  superintending  the  farm;  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Long  Woods;  Hester  Ann,  widow  of 
Rev.  A.  Manship,  of  Germantown,  Pa.;  Jane  B., 
who  is  unmarried;  and  Grace,  wife  of  Lewis 
Osborne,  of  Fredericktown,  Md.  The  mother 
died  in  November,  1854.  In  August,  1858,  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha 
E.  McCeeney,  who  died  in  1881.  Julia,  her  eld- 
est child,  is  the  wife  of  S.  W.  Hopkins,  of  Wye 
Mills;  Benjamin  is  at  home;  and  Martha  H.,  the 
youngest,  is  living  with  her  father. 


LANCHARD  EMORY,  Jr.,  of  Centreville, 
was  born  March  4,  1855,  near  the  village 
wffiere  he  now  resides,  the  family  home  be- 
ing two  miles  north  of  this  place.  When  a boy 
he  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  Centreville 
Academy.  Starting  out  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  he  secured  a position  as  purser 
on  the  steamer  Osceola,  on  Corsica  Creek,  and 
during  the  year  that  followed  he  obtained 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  life  of  a mariner.  His 
next  employment  was  as  a clerk  in  the  store 
owned  by  S.  E.  Dyott  in  Centreville,  and  with 
that  gentleman  he  remained  for  several  years. 
Later  he  was  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  J. 
Edward  Bird  & Co.,  of  Baltimore. 

Forming  a partnership  with  his  cousin,  E.  B. 
Emory,  in  1877  our  subject  became  financially 
concerned  in  the  business  of  fertilizer  in  Centre- 
ville. Later  he  was  with  P.  H.  Feddetnan,  and 
is  now  associated  with  Charles  H.  Burgess  under 


the  firm  title  of  Emory  & Burgess.  As  a business 
man  he  is  keen,  shrewd  and  enterprising,  capa- 
ble of  forming  important  plans  and  also  of  carry- 
ing them  to  a successful  consummation.  Not  a 
little  of  his  prosperity  is  due  to  his  own  indefati- 
gable industry,  for  he  is  a very  hard-working 
man  and  gives  his  time  and  thought  closely  to 
matters  of  business. 

The  Democratic  party  embodies  the  principles 
which  Mr.  Emory  upholds.  He  believes  in  the 
platform  of  the  organization  and  always  supports 
its  men  and  measures.  Both  in  local  and  national 
campaigns  his  services  are  given  in  behalf  of  his 
party,  which  has  in  Centreville  no  supporter 
more  ardent  than  he.  Alike  in  hours  of  triumph 
or  in  time  of  defeat  he  stands  by  his  party, 
pleased  with  its  successes,  but  not  discouraged  by 
its  defeats.  From  1891  to  1895  he  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In  March  of  the 
latter  year  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Centreville  and  still  retains  that  office.  He  has 
also  been  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Company 
since  July  7,  1877.  Fraternally  he  is  officially 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in 
religious  belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian.  May  7, 
1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Kerr,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  but  lost  three  of  the 
number  by  death.  The  surviving  sons  are  Alan 
G.,  Edward  B.  and  Blanchard. 


WILSON  DAIL  is  one  of  the  three  county 
commissioners  of  Dorchester  County,  having 
been  elected  upon  the  Democratic  ticket  in 
1893,  his  term  to  run  for  six  years,  therefore 
terminating  in  1899.  He  is  a very  popular 
official  and  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
associates,  friends  and  neighbors.  His  birthplace 
was  in  this  county,  and  his  whole  life  has  been 
spent  here,  and  is  thoroughly  known  from  first  to 
last,  and  when,  under  such  circumstances,  a man 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all,  it  is  no  slight 
credit  to  him.  He  is  a stanch  worker  in  the 
Democratic  party,  and  once  before  served  the 
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public  in  an  official  position,  when  lie  was  col- 
lector for  his  own  district  during  a period  of  two 
years. 

Mr.  Dail  is  one  of  the  most  promising  farmers 
of  this  county  and  is  the  owner  of  a beautiful 
homestead,  comprising  two  hundred  acres  in  the 
seventh  district,  near  Cambridge.  He  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Cambridge  September  24,  1851, 
a son  of  Levin  S.  and  Sallie  E.  (Wilson)  Dail, 
and  was  afforded  an  excellent  business  education. 
When  he  started  out  to  “paddle  his  own  canoe” 
he  concluded  to  try  his  fortune  as  a farmer,  and 
has  succeeded  so  well  that  he  now  can  look  forth 
upon  his  broad  and  fertile  acres,  from  which  rich 
harvests  of  golden  grain  are  yearly  garnered, 
with  a feeling  of  satisfaction  and  just  pride,  for  it 
has  all  been  the  result  of  his  own  toil  and  in- 
dustry. He  lives  in  a pretty,  substantial  country 
home,  and  has  a happy  and  loving  family  to 
cheer  him  in  his  hours  of  happiness. 

The  Dails  were  originally  natives  of  England, 
and  located  in  Maryland  in  the  early  colonial 
days.  His  great-grandfather,  William  Dail,  was 
born  and  resided  during  his  lifetime  in  Dorchester 
County,  as  did  likewise  grandfather  Thomas  Dail. 
The  latter  had  five  sons,  viz. : William  and 
Wheatley,  both  deceased;  Thomas  J.,  formerly  a 
business  man  of  Cambridge,  but  now  living  in 
Baltimore;  Josiah,  deceased;  and  Levin  S. , the 
father  of  our  subject,  whose  death  occurred  in 
1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife  was  a 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Wilson,  of  Sussex  County,  Del., 
and  of  their  nine  children  seven  lived  to  reach 
maturity.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows: 
J.  Wilson;  Edgar,  who  died  in  his  twenty  seventh 
year;  Louisa,  who  married  Ezekiel  Wilson,  of 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  died  leaving  several 
children;  Bessie  B.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Coulburn  and  left  four  children  to  mourn 
her  loss  when  she  died  a few  years  ago;  Levin  S., 
a resident  of  Cambridge;  Clara,  wife  of  Frank 
Marble,  of  Sussex  County,  Del.;  and  Sally,  who 
is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Cambridge  Acad- 
emy. 

The  marriage  of  J.  Wilson  Dail  and  Miss  Annie 
P.  Robinson  took  place  in  the  old  Episcopal 
Church  near  the  village  of  Church  Creek,  No- 


vember 14,  1883,  the  bride  coming  from  an  old 
and  influential  family  in  these  parts.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  C.  (Bowdle)  Rob- 
inson. They  have  two  children,  a son  and 
daughter,  named  respectively  Herbert  Hall  and 
Annie  Wilson.  The  Dail  family  are  members  of 
St.  James’  Parish  Episcopal  Church,  of  Cam- 
bridge. 


HUGH  DUFFEY,  the  well-known  druggist 
of  Hillsborough,  Caroline  County,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  August  23,  1836,  being 
the  son  of  Roger  and  Eleanor  (O’Neill)  Duffey. 
His  father,  who  was  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  youth,  hoping  to  find  here  the 
fortune  his  good  sense  told  him  could  not  be 
secured  in  his  home  land.  However,  his  life  in 
the  United  States  was  one  of  adversity  rather 
than  success.  When  a child  he  was  stricken 
with  the  small  pox  and  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye, 
and  in  time  the  other  became  affected,  so  that 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five  he  was  quite  unable  to 
attend  to  business.  This  sad  calamity,  however, 
did  not  leave  him  helpless,  as  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  a cousin,  Hugh  Duffey,  and  together 
they  carried  on  the  business  of  dyeing  hats  and 
were  quite  successful.  He  survived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  dying  in  Philadelphia  when  in  his 
seventy-fifth  year.  His  wife  also  died  in  that 
city.  They  had  two  children,  Hugh  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

The  childhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed 
in  a comparatively  uneventful  manner  in  the  city 
where  he  was  born.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
came  to  Maryland,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  His  first  work  was  as  a farm  hand,  his 
wages  being  small  and  the  work  hard ; but  he  did 
not  become  discouraged,  on  the  contrary  he  was 
full  of  hope  and  determination.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  secured  work  as  clerk  in  a general 
store  in  Hillsborough,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time.  His  education  had  been  rather  lim- 
ited so  far  as  schools  were  concerned,  but  he  had 
applied  himself  diligently  to  the  acquirement  of 
knowledge  and  had  gained  a breadth  of  informa- 
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tion  that  enabled  him  to  secure  a certificate  to 
teach  school,  and  this  occupation  he  followed 
for  three  years.  In  1865  he  embarked  in  the 
drug  business  in  Hillsborough,  and  this  enterprise 
he  has  since  carried  on  with  success. 

May  31,  i860,  Mr.  Duffey  married  Catharine 
See,  who  was  born  in  the  village  of  Hillsborough 
and  has  always  made  her  home  here.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Hester  A.  (Shepherd)  See, 
the  former  a native  of  Delaware,  and  the  latter 
of  Maryland.  Her  family  consists  of  five  living 
children  and  five  are  deceased.  The  survivors 
are  Roger  W.,  Hugh  C.,  A.  Linden,  Anna  E. 
and  Catharine  S.  The  family  are  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Duffey  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  capacity 
of  trustee,  steward  and  class-leader.  The  evils 
of  the  liquor  traffic  have  caused  him  to  take  a 
firm  stand  on  the  side  of  prohibition  and  he  is 
connected  with  the  party  that  maintains  the  pro- 
hibition plank  in  its  platform. 


EV.  GEORGE  F.  BEAVEN  has  a record 
that  has  rarely  been  surpassed,  for  forty 
years  have  gone  by  since  he  preached  his 
first  sermon  to  the  congregation  ofSt.  John’sEpis- 
copal  Church  of  Hillsborough,  Caroline  County, 
and  he  yet  occupies  its  pulpit,  and  is  enthroned  in 
the  dearest  affections  of  his  people.  His  life  has 
been  marked  by  uniform  kindness  and  love  toward 
all,  and  for  wide,  sincere  sympathy  extended  to 
every  unhappy  or  unfortunate  mortal  who  comes 
across  his  pathway.  Few  pastors  enjoy  such 
entire  confidence,  harmony  and  co-operation  in  all 
plans  as  it  is  his  lot  to  possess,  but  he  is  justly  en- 
titled to  such  distinction,  as  he  is  a man  of  rare 
ability,  talent  and  excellent  judgment,  and  has  a 
wide  knowledge  of  human  nature. 

The  Beaven  family  has  long  been  numbered 
among  the  representative  ones  of  Maryland,  as 
they  have  been  identified  with  its  annals  since 
1730,  when  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  located  here  in  Charles  County  and  made 
settlement  upon  land  which  he  took  up  under 


grants  from  the  English  crown,  for  he  was  a Brit- 
ish subject.  Upon  this  plantation  the  births  of 
several  succeeding  generations  in  the  direct  line 
of  descent  occurred,  and  with  few  exceptions 
they  were  agriculturists.  Great-grandfather  Bea- 
ven bore  the  Christian  name  of  Blandford.  His 
son  John  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and 
he  was  the  owner  of  about  four  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

The  parents  of  G.  F.  Beaven  were  John  and 
Anna  (Pagett)  Beaven,  both  natives  of  Charles 
County,  and  three  of  their  four  children  are  de- 
ceased. The  father  was  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812 
and  was  a very  prosperous  business  man.  He 
was  the  proprietor  of  extensive  estates  and  also 
was  interested  in  various  commercial  ventures. 
In  principle  and  action  his  life  was  above  re- 
proach and  he  made  a point  of  training  his  chil- 
dren to  be  strictly  honest,  upright  and  reliable 
citizens  and  of  use  in  the  busy  world. 

The  birth  of  Rev.  Mr.  Beaven  took  place  Oc- 
tober 15,  1824,  on  his  father’s  old  homestead  in 
Charles  County,  and  there  he  was  educated  and 
grew  to  maturity.  Having  decided  to  dedicate 
his  life  to  the  service  of  God  and  his  fellow-men, 
he  entered  the  theological  seminary  at  Nasliotah, 
Wis. , and  after  thoroughly  preparing  himself  for 
the  arduous  work  before  him,  graduated  in  1855. 
His  first  pastorate  was  in  Ellicott  City,  Baltimore 
County,  but  scarcely  two  years  had  elapsed  ere 
he  was  called  to  his  present  charge.  Prior  to 
entering  the  ministry  he  was  a very  successful 
teacher  for  a period  of  fifteen  years  and  after- 
ward was  county  school  examiner  for  fourteen 
years.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and,  as  every  good  citizen  should  be,  he  is 
much  interested  in  the  great  public  questions  of 
the  day. 

I11  1848  Mr. Beaven  married  Virginia  L.  Waters, 
a native  of  Charles  County,  and  eight  children 
came  to  bless  their  happy  home,  viz.:  Words- 
worth Y. , rector  of  All  Saints’  parish,  Talbot 
County;  John  M.,  Grace  A.,  George  H.,  Mary 
V.,  Arthur  R.,  H.  Lay  and  J.  M.,  a merchant  of 
Hillsborough.  Grace  died  when  thirty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  the  others  are  respected  and 
useful  citizens  of  the  several  communities  in 
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which  the>-  dwell.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother 
of  these  children  was  summoned  to  the  better 
land  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  In 
1885  Mr.  Beaven  married  Mrs.  Anna  De  Rauch- 
brune  Wilson,  who  was  born  and  reared  to 
womanhood  in  Caroline  County.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Wilkinson,  and  she  was  a descend- 
ant of  Rev.  Christopher  Wilkinson,  one  of  the 
colonial  clergy  of  Maryland,  and  a graduate  of 
Oxford  University,  and  is  a lady  whom  all  love 
for  her  sweet,  amiable  qualities. 


HARRY  L.  DODD,  M.  D.  In  the  present  age 
of  the  world  there  is  no  profession  that  calls 
to  its  practice  men  of  greater  talent  than 
does  that  of  medicine.  Men  of  acknowledged 
ability,  keen  discrimination,  depth  of  discern- 
ment, with  every  resource  which  careful  training 
and  close  study  can  give,  have  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  relief  of  the  sufferings  of  humanity.  Nor 
have  their  efforts  been  in  vain,  as  an  unnumbered 
host  could  testify  who  owe  to  them  their  restora- 
tion to  health  and  strength. 

The  medical  fraternity  of  Chestertown  has  an 
able  representative  in  Dr.  Dodd,  who  stands  high 
in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  he  has  made  his 
life  work.  Since  his  graduation  he  has  engaged 
in  general  practice  in  this  place  and  has  given 
his  attention  and  thought  undividedly  to  his 
chosen  line  of  work.  The  result  is  that  he  is 
building  up  a large  practice,  having  in  his  care 
patients  both  in  Chestertown  and  throughout  the 
surrounding  country.  By  the  reading  of  medical 
journals  he  aims  to  keep  abreast  with  the  latest 
developments  in  the  science  of  therapeutics  and 
it  is  ever  his  aim  to  keep  posted  concerning  all 
details  of  the  profession. 

The  Dodds  are  among  the  old  families  of  Ches- 
tertown. The  doctor’s  grandfather,  John  T. 
Dodd,  who  died  in  1873,  was  for  years  one  of  the 
most  prominent  workers  in  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church  and  his  home  was  always  the 
headquarters  for  visiting  preachers  of  that  de- 
nomination. The  father  of  the  doctor,  Thomas 


S.,  was  born  in  Chestertown,  and  there  engaged 
in  business  as  a carpenter  and  builder,  following 
that  occupation  until  his  death,  in  early  man- 
hood. He  married  Sarah  A.  Lambert,  who  was 
born  in  Chestertown  and  is  still  living  here. 
Three  sons  blessed  their  union:  Harry  L. ; Charles 
L-,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Chestertown;  and  Thomas  S.,  ex-slieriff  and  an 
influential  resident  of  Kent  County. 

Chestertown  has  been  the  life-long  home  of  Dr. 
Dodd  and  here  he  was  born  September  18,  1865. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  concluded  his  liter- 
ary studies  with  his  graduation  from  Washing- 
ton College.  Shortly  afterward,  in  1886,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1889  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia.  Returning  to  Chester- 
town, he  at  once  opened  an  office  and  has  since 
engaged  in  professional  practice.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
prominent  there  and  in  general  society.  The 
success  which  he  has  already  achieved  indicates 
that  his  future  will  be  a prosperous  one  and  that 
he  will  win  distinction  in  his  chosen  profession. 


HARLES  T.  RATHELL  is  a wealthy 
farmer  of  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot  Coun- 
ty, his  postoffice  address  being  Wye  Mills. 
His  beautiful  country  home  is  named  Dolvin  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  farming  land  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  It  comprises  six  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres,  and  was  formerly  owned  by 
the  father  of  the  present  proprietor.  Some 
twelve  years  have  passed  since  it  came  into  his 
possession  at  the  death  of  the  elder  Ratliell,  and 
he  has  made  an  excellent  showing  as  a financial 
manager  of  the  property.  From  his  boyhood  he 
was  accustomed  to  the  practical  duties  of  agri- 
cultural life,  and  is  thorough  and  business-like 
about  his  work. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Charles  Rathell, 
was  a native  of  Delaware,  and  followed  the  call- 
ing of  a farmer  nearly  all  of  his  life.  He  met 
with  distinct  success  in  his  various  enterprises 
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and  accumulated  a goodly  fortune.  For  his 
companion  and  helpmate  he  chose  Miss  Sarah 
Draper.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  three  of  the  number  died  in  infancy  or 
youth,  and  only  one,  C.  T.,  survives,  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Thomas  Dudley,  having  died  about  five 
years  ago.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
1878,  and  the  father,  after  surviving  her  a few 
years,  died  in  1885.  They  were  most  noble  and 
upright  citizens,  and  commanded  the  love  and 
respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 

The  birth  of  C.  T.  Rathell  took  place  near 
Easton,  Talbot  County,  February  10,  1861,  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age  he 
started  to  attend  the  public  schools.  When  he 
was  about  sixteen  he  began  farming  in  earnest, 
under  his  father’s  instruction  and  supervision, 
and  gave  him  his  services  from  that  time  on. 
After  the  father’s  death  Dolvin  fell  to  him.  The 
same  year  he  removed  to  his  present  home  and 
has  surrounded  his  family  with  many  of  the 
luxuries  and  comforts  of  life.  In  politics  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

January  28,  1885,  Mr.  Rathell  married  Miss 
Minnie  Donaldson,  of  Newcastle,  Pa.,  and  their 
four  children  are  named  as  follows:  Charles, 

Warren,  Mary  and  Donald. 


HOMAS  J.  WILLIS,  a prosperous  farmer 
of  the  third  district,  Kent  County,  has  re- 
sided upon  his  well-kept  and  very  desirable 
homestead  but  six  years  or  so,  but  has  owned  the 
same  for  nearly  ten  years.  Wherever  he  has 
dwelt  he  has  been  found  a power  for  good  in  the 
community,  and  all  worthy  endeavor  finds  in  him 
a friend  and  earnest  advocate.  Long  since  he  be- 
came convinced  that  life  is  destined  to  be  much 
more  than  a material  existence,  and  that  one  ob- 
tains the  highest  good,  and  enjoys  most,  when 
his  chief  delight  is  to  uplift  the  unfortunate  and 
cheer  and  comfort  the  afflicted.  He  strives  to  lead 
a humble,  consistent  Christian  life,  full  of  busy 
usefulness,  uprightness  and  content.  The  influ- 
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ence  of  such  a character  in  a community  is  far- 
reaching,  and  every  one  receives  some  benefit, 
directly  or  indirectly. 

In  the  very  first  days  of  the  history  of  Mary- 
land two  brothers  came  here  from  England,  their 
names  being  respectively,  John  and  William. 
They  settled  in  Caroline  County,  and  within 
its  borders  several  generations  of  their  descend- 
ants were  born.  Our  subject’s  grandfather, 
John  Willis,  was  a prominent  man  in  his  time, 
and  two  of  his  uncles  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  was  a patriot  himself,  having 
served  in  the  coast  defense  in  the  war  of  1812. 
For  years  he  was  a merchant  in  Vienna,  Dorches- 
ter County,  Md.,  and  was  afterwards  a revenue 
collector  at  Oxford,  Md.,  for  some  time,  being 
succeeded  in  that  office  by  his  son  Nicholas.  He 
was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond  in  1838,  when 
in  his  seventy-first  year. 

William  B.,  father  of  Thomas  J,  Willis,  was 
born  in  Talbot  County,  and  made  his  home  there 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  career.  When  a 
young  man  he  made  a trip  to  the  West  Indies, 
but  soon  returned  home.  He  owned  a sailing 
vessel,  and  shipped  freight  from  Oxford  to  Balti- 
more. He  also  owned  and  managed  a good  farm, 
and  was,  altogether,  very  prosperous.  Several 
years  he  was  sheriff  of  Talbot  County,  having 
been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  thrice 
did  he  serve  the  people  in  the  state  legislature. 
He  married  Mary  Spencer,  of  the  same  county, 
and  from  an  old  family,  who  had  numerous  rep- 
resentatives in  the  war  of  1812,  one  being  Col.  R. 
Spencer.  Mr.  Willis  died  in  1865,  aged  sixty-one 
years.  His  fond  and  devoted  wife  survived  him 
ten  years,  her  death  occurring  when  she  was  in 
her  seventieth  year.  They  had  seven  children, 
of  whom  the  eldest,  Rev.  Jonathan  S.,  a promi- 
nent Delaware  politician,  was  a member  of  the  fifty- 
fourth  congress  of  the  United  States;  Alexander 
died  in  his  twenty-fourth  year;  Margaret  E.  mar- 
ried Alexander  E.  Bell,  and  died  at  thirty-three; 
Elizabeth  married  Rev.  J.  H.  Lightbourn; 
Thomas  J.  is  the  next  in  order;  Sallie  B.  became 
the  wife  of  Alfred  M.  Moore;  and  William  com- 
pleted the  number. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  j.  Willis  occurred  on  the 
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15th  of  September,  1836,  and  the  place  of  the 
event  his  father’s  farm  house  in  Talbot  County. 
He  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  agricultural  work,  and  was  of  great  assistance 
to  his  father.  His  education  was  confined  to  the 
elementary  branches  which  were  then  taught  in 
the  district  schools,  but  since  then  he  has  broad- 
ened his  mental  vision  by  private  reading  and 
study,  as  well  as  by  the  wisdom  that  time  brings. 
When  he  was  about  thirty-two  years  of  age  he 
left  home  and  went  into  Delaware,  but  two  years 
later  returned  to  Kent  County,  Md.  It  was  in 
1870  that  he  came  to  this  county,  and  for  three 
years  resided  near  Lynch.  Next,  going  to  Bal- 
timore, he  conducted  a produce  and  commission 
business  for  another  three  years,  meeting  with 
fair  success.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Kent  County 
and  farmed  near  Lynch  for  a number  of  years. 
As  this  farm  was  not  large  enough  he  sold  it  in 
1884  and  bought  a very  large  one.  In  1888, 
however,  he  sold  this  also  and  purchased  the 
James  W.  Skirven  farm,  settling  upon  the  same 
in  1891.  He  has  three  hundred  acres  here, 
most  of  it  being  under  good  cultivation.  Though 
he  has  never  had  aspirations  towards  political 
preferment,  he  is  a strong  Democrat. 

In  1862  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Willis  and  Mary 
E.  Chaplain,  of  Talbot  County,  was  celebrated. 
She  was  from  an  old,  and  well-known  family 
there,  and  was  a sister  of  Dr.  James  S.  Chaplain, 
of  Trappe,  Talbot  County,  Md.;  Prof.  Alexander 
Chaplain,  of  Easton,  Md.;  and  of  Rev.  John  F. 
Chaplain,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  For  thirty-five  years 
she  was  a true  and  loving  helpmate,  sharing  her 
husband’s  joys  and  sorrows  with  wifely  devotion 
and  self-sacrifice,  but  she  was  forced  to  lay  down 
life’s  burdens  and  leave  those  she  had  loved  so 
dearly,  February  14,  1 897,  when  but  fifty-six  years 
of  age.  Five  children  are  left  to  mourn  her  loss: 
Harry  C. , who  lives  near  Fairlee;  Eleanor  S.,  wife 
of  L.  J.  Keyser;  Annie  C.,  who  married  Jesse  H. 
Usilton  (see  his  sketch  on  another  page) ; William 
B.  and  May  L. , both  of  whom  are  at  home.  When 
he  was  a young  man,  Mr.  Willis  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  been  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  same  forty-four  years.  Thirty- 


five  years  of  this  period  he  has  been  steward,  and 
for  some  time  he  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  also  a trustee. 


q)EORGE  D.  FREENEY,  who  has  officiated 
in  the  responsible  position  of  constable  for 
the  past  twenty-three  years,  is  a well-known 
farmer  of  Quantico  district,  Wicomico  County. 
He  moved  upon  his  beautiful  homestead,  Bowers 
Hill,  on  Christmas  day,  1864,  and  has  since 
given  his  entire  time  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. Success  has  crowned  his  labors,  and 
now,  as  he  approaches  the  down  grade  of  life,  he 
has  laid  aside  a comfortable  fortune  for  his  future 
needs  and  has  no  care  to  trouble  his  old  age. 
But  were  he  not  so  fortunate  in  the  matter  of 
wealth,  he  might  still  be  proud  and  happy,  rejoic- 
ing in  his  four  noble,  manly  sons,  who  have 
grown  to  maturity  and  are  taking  up  the  battle 
of  life  with  brave  hearts  aud  ambitious  spirits. 

Born  in  Somerset  County,  Mr.  Freeney  is  a son 
of  Peter  Freeney,  who  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and 
who,  though  he  started  forth  to  make  his  own 
livelihood  empty-handed,  became  rich,  and  at  his 
death  left  a small  fortune.  His  father,  Richard, 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  was  of  the  old  Prot- 
estant stock.  Peter  Freeney  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  George  Davis,  and  she  is  still  living, 
now  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  By  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  George  D.;  Julia,  wife  of 

John  T.  Phillips,  of  Laurel,  Del.;  James  C.,  a 
resident  of  Virginia;  Benjamin  B. , of  Baltimore; 
Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Thomas  C.  Callaw'ay,  of  Balti- 
more; and  Samuel  W.,  of  Spring  Hill,  Md.  Peter 
Freeney,  who  was  born  in  the  same  part  of  Som- 
erset County  as  was  our  subject,  died  August  4, 
1896. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  George  D.  Freeney 
is  December  22,  1839.  He  was  a pupil  in  the 
public  schools  until  he  was  about  eighteen,  when 
he  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  agriculture. 
For  a few  years  he  worked  for  his  father  upon 
the  old  home  place,  thus  getting  a start  and  suf- 
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ficient  funds  to  purchase  a farm  for  himself  when 
the  proper  time  arrived.  As  previously  stated, 
he  became  the  owner  of  Bowers  Hill  farm  thirty- 
three  years  ago,  and  since  then  has  bought  sev- 
eral other  tracts  of  land  as  the  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself.  In  his  own  homestead  there  are 
ninety  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  three 
good  farms  of  seventy-five  acres  each,  and  a 
house  and  ten-acre  lot  besides,  the  whole  aggre- 
gating three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  all 
within  the  boundaries  of  this  district.  He  has 
used  his  right  of  franchise  in  behalf  of  the  nomi- 
nees of  the  Democratic  party  since  becoming  a 
voter.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
has  acted  in  the  office  of  steward  several  times. 

May  7,  1861,  Mr.  Freeney  married  Sarah  J. 
Waller,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Waller,  of  Delmar, 
Del.  They  have  had  five  children,  but  one  is  de- 
ceased. The  others  are  James  T.  A. , William  J. , 
Ernest  G.  and  Edward  D. , all  at  home. 


'HOMAS  P.  FLETCHER  was  elected  to 
the  position  he  now  occupies,  that  of  mana- 
ger of  the  county  almshouse,  about  five 
years  ago,  and  is  giving  universal  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned  in  the  matter.  This  almshouse  is 
located  but  a mile  and  three-quarters  north  of  the 
town  of  Quantico,  in  the  district  of  the  same 
name,  Wicomico  County.  In  the  county  farm 
there  are  about  two  hundred  acres,  much  of  which 
is  under  high  cultivation,  and  provides  a large 
share  of  the  garden  vegetables,  etc. , used  in  the 
diet  of  the  inmates.  Under  the  present  manage- 
ment wise  care  and  supervision  of  the  people’s 
appropriation  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
institution  is  maintained,  and  the  farm  itself  is 
placed  under  tribute  to  the  general  needs  in  such 
a manner  that  great  sums  are  annually  saved. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  W.  Fletcher, 
was  a native  of  Somerset  County.  He  died  in 
1888,  and  left  a host  of  sincere  friends  to  mourn 
his  loss.  His  wife  was  Martha,  daughter  of 
Charles  Rider,  of  this  district.  She  died  in  1877, 


and  of  her  seven  children  four  have  also  crossed 
the  river.  John  W.,  Jr.,  is  a resident  of  the  state 
of  Illinois  and  Mary  lives  near  the  town  of  Quan- 
tico. Grandfather  John  W.  Fletcher  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  and  conducted  a profitable  business  in 
Salisbury,  Wicomico  County,  and  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County,  for  a great  many  years.  He 
was  a very  liberal,  large-hearted  man,  who  was 
universally  respected.  At  one  time  he  held  the 
appointment  of  magistrate,  though  he  was  not  a 
politician  in  the  ordinary  sense.  He  died,  as  he 
had  lived,  strong  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  his  demise  occurring  in  1887. 

Thomas  P.  Fletcher  was  born  near  the  village 
of  Quantico,  October  n,  1856.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood  until 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  turned 
his  entire  attention  to  agriculture.  He  now  owns 
some  property  in  Hebron,  this  county,  and  culti- 
vates a farm  of  about  sixty  acres  in  Quantico 
district  on  his  own  account.  Politically  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Upon  Christmas  day,  1885,  Mr.  Fletcher  and 
Maggie,  daughter  of  Columbus  Messick,  were 
united  in  marriage.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  named  respectively  Mildred  and 
Rosalie.  Mr.  Fletcher  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  is  a 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
The  former  has  served  as  steward  of  his  congre- 
gation and  is  now  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  held  in  the  highest  respect  by 
all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 


} 


— f 


HOMAS  A.  DUDLEY  is  a successful  and 
practical  agriculturist  of  Talbot  County, 
his  home  being  in  the  fourth  district.  From 
his  boyhood  his  history  has  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  town  of  Matthews  and  vicinity, 
and  for  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  cultivated 
and  managed  the  fine  place  known  as  Kingston 
farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres. 
He  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  platform  and  nomi- 
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nees  of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  commis- 
sioner of  Talbot  County  in  1894  and  1895.  He 
is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  advocates 
all  improvements  and  changes  in  local  affairs 
tending  to  benefit  the  people. 

A native  of  Talbot  County,  Mr.  Dudley  was 
born  near  the  village  of  Matthews  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  March  30,  1853.  The  latter,  Alexander  E. 
by  name,  was  a son  of  Thomas  Dudley,  a native 
of  this  state.  Alexander  E.  Dudley  was  born 
upon  the  same  farm  as  was  our  subject,  in  1813, 
and  was  always  interested  in  agriculture.  He 
died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years. 
Though  he  was  not  a member  of  any  denomina- 
tion, he  was  very  liberal  in  his  contributions  to 
religious  enterprises,  and  was  open-handed  to  the 
poor  and  needy.  He  owned  eighteen  slaves  and 
treated  them  always  with  kindness  and  consider- 
ation. In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
served  for  a term  as  tax  collector.  By  one  and 
all  who  knew  him  he  was  universally  esteemed, 
and  his  early  death  was  a great  loss  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  dwelt.  His  wife  was  a Miss 
Elizabeth  Arringdale  in  her  girlhood,  and  was  a 
native  of  this  district;  she  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  her 
own  death  took  place  in  1867. 

When  his  father  died  T.  A.  Dudley  was  but 
six  years  of  age,  and  he  knew  little  of  that  tender 
care  and  training  that  no  one  can  give  to  a boy 
as  can  his  own  father.  His  mother,  however, 
was  all  that  a kind  and  thoughtful  woman  could 
be  to  her  children.  The  lad  attended  the  schools 
of  the  district  until  he  was  half  grown  and  spent 
the  summer  season  in  the  fields  and  in  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  farm.  When  he  had  reached 
his  majority  he  assumed  the  entire  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  had  fallen  to  him  as  the  only  heir. 
With  the  exceptions  of  the  years  1877  and  1878, 
when  he  was  employed  upon  a steamboat,  he  has 
given  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  agriculture. 

December  3,  1879,  Mr.  Dudley  married  Lu- 
cretia,  daughter  of  Charles  Rathell,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  latter’s  homestead,  man- 
aging it  for  two  years  or  more.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  old  farm  for  a time,  but  March  10, 
1885,  came  to  Kingston,  which  had  been  left  to 


his  wife  by  her  father,  who  died  a very  wealth)' 
man  (worth  perhaps  $75,000),  though  he  began 
his  career  as  a poor  bound  boy.  Mrs.  Dudley 
died  April  29,  1890,  leaving  four  children,  viz.: 
Edward  A.,  Elizabeth  R.,  Carroll  T.  and  Mary  L. 
August  29,  1892,  Mr.  Dudley  married  Elma, 
daughter  of  Henry  P.  Hopkins,  of  the  fourth 
district. 


burg,  Parsons  district,  Wicomico  County,  is 
one  of  the  native  sons  of  this  district,  and 
has  always  been  closely  associated  with  its  his- 
tory since  his  birth,  which  event  took  place  No- 
vember 7,  1854.  After  having  received  an  excel- 
lent and  liberal  education,  he  taught  school  for  a 
number  of  years;  during  all  this  time  he  was  a 
great  student  and  gradually  became  well  posted 
upon  all  of  the  important  affairs  and  topics  of 
interest  in  the  great  world.  With  this  sound 
basis  of  general  knowledge  it  was  at  length  evi- 
dent that  he  had  a wide  foundation  for  special 
training  of  mind,  and  he  accordingly  concluded 
to  enter  the  medical  profession,  in  which  he  is 
now  a rising  practitioner.  Quite  naturally  he 
chose  to  return  to  his  native  neighborhood  to 
make  his  start  in  his  new  field  of  labor,  and  his 
wisdom  in  this  matter  is  apparent.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a remunerative  practice 
among  his  old  friends  and  associates,  and  has  a 
promising  future  before  him. 

Dr.  Truitt  is  a son  of  our  well-known  and  re- 
spected citizens,  Samuel  P.  and  Eliza  M.  Truitt. 
He  was  born  and  brought  up  in  the  village  of 
Parsonsburg,  his  early  experiences  being  those 
which  are  common  to  all  farmer  lads.  His 
time  divided  betwixt  work,  play  and  study,  the 
years  rolled  away  and  he  had  arrived  at  an  age 
when  he  must  leave  home  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world,  twenty-two  years.  It  had  been  his 
privilege  to  attend  the  high  school  of  Salisbury 
and  there  pursue  the  sciences  and  languages,  and 
in  1877  he  applied  for  a position  as  teacher.  Hav- 
ing passed  the  required  examinations  with  credit, 
he  was  awarded  a school  in  Dennis  district,  and 
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successful^  followed  the  profession  for  the  twelve 
years  succeeding.  Formerly  he  had  operated  a 
sawmill  in  Berlin,  Worcester  County,  Md. , 
about  two  years.  During  the  last  two  years  of 
his  school  life  as  a teacher  he  studied  medicine 
all  of  his  spare  time,  and  then,  entering  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  in  Baltimore,  he  took  a 
course  of  lectures  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1889.  He  immediately  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Parsonsburg  and  established  an  office.  He 
owns  a good  farm  and  is  doing  well  financially. 
In  political  affairs  he  adheres  to  neither  of  the 
great  parties,  but  is  a pronounced  Populist.  Fra- 
ternally he  belongs  to  the  order  of  the  Shield  of 
Honor.  He  is  a general  favorite  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  town,  and  is  a man  of  genial, 
kindly  disposition. 


™ UGENE  CROCHERON  has  spent  more  than 
V)  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  Dorchester  Coun- 
_ ty  and  is  well  known  among  its  business 
men.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  came  to  Strait  dis- 
trict and  two  years  later  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  partnership  with  his  grand- 
father, upon  the  death  of  whom  he  became  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the  concern.  In  addition  to  this 
enterprise,  from  1876  to  1882  he  was  associated 
with  Mr.  Anderson  in  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
He  now  has  an  interest  in  oyster  vessels,  and  also 
has  important  interests  as  an  oyster  planter. 

The  Crocheron  family  is  of  French  origin.  The 
first  of  the  name  in  America  came  to  this  country 
about  1670  and  settled  in  Richmond  County,  N. 
Y.,  with  the  history  - of  which  his  descendants 
were  prominently  identified,  one  of  them  being 
sheriff  and  another  county  judge.  The  old  home- 
stead where  many  of  the  family  were  born  is  now 
occupied  by  a large  fireworks  manufacturing 
company,  and  the  large  tracts  of  land  they  once 
owned  have  been  sold  for  purposes  of  improve- 
ment by  real-estate  speculators.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  John  H.  Crocheron,  was  a son  of 
Nathan  Crocheron,  both  natives  of  Richmond 
County.  The  latter  spent  the  last  twelve  years 


of  his  life  in  Bishop’s  Head,  Md. , where  he  was 
proprietor  of  a mercantile  establishment,  and  here 
he  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  The 
former  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  farm  pursuits,  and  is  still  a resident  of 
Richmond  County,  he  and  his  wife,  Mahala 
(Blake)  Crocheron,  making  their  home  in  the 
place  where  the  years  of  their  childhood  and 
middle  age  were  spent.  They  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely : Emelie,  George  (de- 

ceased), Eugene,  Ophelia,  Winfield,  Abbie,  Ella, 
Claudia  and  Irving. 

At  the  parental  home  in  Richmond  County,  N. 
Y.,  our  subject  was  born  in  1857,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county.  As  already  stated,  he  has  resided 
in  Dorchester  County  since  the  fall  of  1876,  and 
has  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  merchandis- 
ing and  the  oyster  business,  in  each  of  which 
lines  of  industry  he  has  met  with  success.  He 
has  not  identified  himself  closely  with  politics, 
but  has  firm  convictions  upon  the  subjects  of 
tariff  and  currency  and  is  a Republican  in  his 
views.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Heptasophs  and  the  Junior  Order  United  Ameri- 
can Mechanics.  He  is  not  a member  of  any  de- 
nomination, but  with  his  family  attends  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married 
in  1880  to  Miss  Tryphena  Johnson,  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  Johnson,  and  their  family  consists  of 
four  children,  namely  : Emelie  S.,  Irving, 

Clarence  and  Eulalia. 


(ejAMUEL  G.  WALLS.  This  age  is  not 
wholly  utilitarian.  On  all  sides  we  see  some 
l yj  earnest  souls  laboring  devotedly  to  bring 
about  a recognition  of  some  higher  principle  in 
life  than  selfish  greed,  and  stimulating  in  the 
hearts  of  others  a desire  for  spiritual  progress. 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Walls  will  see  in  his  years  of 
faithful  work  in  all  forms  of  religious  endeavor  a 
source  of  present  good  to  the  community,  and 
long  after  he  has  entered  into  his  final  rest  his 
influence  will  continue  in  everlasting  circles. 
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He  was  born  near  Sudlersville,  in  the  first  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  Count}',  April  27,  1838, 
and  is  a son  of  Samuel  Walls,  who  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
Upon  that  place  his  grandfather,  Joseph  W. 
Walls,  located  when  a young  man,  and  continued 
to  make  it  his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
He  was  a slave  holder  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Rebecca  Cloake,  and  to  them  were  born  nine 
children:  Samuel,  Joseph  W. , Henry,  Joshua, 
James  and  John,  all  now  deceased;  George,  a 
resident  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  Sally  A.,  deceased; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Thomas  Elliott,  of  Sudlers- 
ville. 

When  our  subject  was  seventeen,  his  father 
died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  and  he  remained 
with  his  mother  for  two  years.  He  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  as  a farm  hand,  working  by 
the  month  for  two  years,  and  subsequently  oper- 
ated rented  land.  He  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  1884  but  did  not  locate  thereon  until  1892. 
Besides  this  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres,  he  owns  another  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  and  a town  lot  in 
Sudlersville.  He  is  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  also  gives  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  of  peaches,  having  some  fine  varie- 
ties upon  his  place. 

In  1862  Mr.  Walls  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Temperance  A.  Lollee,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  wrho  in  order  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Walter,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  business  in  Philadelphia;  Spencer,  a 
merchant  of  Sudlersville,  Md.;  George  A.,  who 
operates  a threshing  machine  and  clerks  for  his 
brother;  Jennie,  deceased;  Elwood,  a farmer  of 
the  first  district,  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Carrie, 
Arthur  S.  and  Charles  W. 

Being  a strong  temperance  man,  Mr.  Walls 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Prohibition  party.  For  forty-five 
years  he  has  been  a devout  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward  for  over  thirty  years,  trustee  for  thirty-five 
years  and  is  now  class-leader.  He  is  an  earnest  sup- 


porter of  all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the 
moral  interests  of  the  community,  and  is  a most 
faithful  and  earnest  worker  in  his  Master’s  vine- 
yard. Through  his  own  efforts  he  has  secured  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  is  deserving  of  hon- 
orable mention  in  the  history  of  his  native 
county. 


AMES  T.  TRUITT,  of  Salisbury,  is  one  of 
the  leading  Democrats  of  Wicomico  County, 
and  is  respected  as  a man  of  sterling  integ- 
rity by  his  entire  circle  of  acquaintances, 
irrespective  of  their  political  faith.  He  has  held 
a number  of  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
In  1885,  during  the  first  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  he  was  appointed  deputy  collector 
of  internal  revenue,  and  served  in  that  position 
for  three  years.  In  1891  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  clerk  of  circuit  courts  of  Wicomico 
County,  and  was  elected  by  a fair  majority  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  1896,  he  was  again 
his  party’s  candidate  for  the  office  and  was  elected 
by  a majority  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

In  what  is  now  Wicomico  (then  Somerset) 
County,  the  subject  of  this  article  was  born,  June 
5,  1849,  being  a son  of  Rufus  K.  and  Mary  A. 
(Stanford)  Truitt,  natives  respectively  of  Wor- 
cester and  Somerset  Counties.  He  was  the  second 
of  five  children,  the  others  being  Alice,  Florence, 
George  W.  and  Laura.  In  Salisbury,  where  his 
father  was  proprietor  of  a merchantile  store,  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  his 
school  days  ended  and  he  began  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  the  store.  He  continued  there  during 
the  years  that  followed,  his  energy  and  good 
judgment  proving  of  the  utmost  value  to  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  business.  However, 
in  1885  he  resigned  his  connection  with  the 
enterprise  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  dep- 
uty collector  of  internal  revenue,  a position  for 
which  he  was  fitted  by  his  previous  experience  as 
a business  man. 

In  1875  Mr.  Truitt  married  Henrietta  Griffin, 
of  Somerset  County,  daughter  of  John  H.  Griffin. 
Three  children  were  born  to  bless  their  union,  of 
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whom  two  are  now  living:  James  G.,  now  in  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  at  Baltimore,  studying  for 
the  profession  of  druggist,  and  Raymond  King. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Truitt  is  identified  with  the 
Heptasophs  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  while 
in  religious  belief  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

- >•  > 

OSHUA  M.  ANTHONY  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  third  district  of  Caroline  County. 
Here  he  was  born  May  20,  1848,  and  here  his 
earth  life  ended  September  12,  1896,  when  he 
was  forty-eight  years  of  age.  His  active  years 
were  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  which 
he  became  familiar  when  a boy.  In  addition  to 
the  management  of  his  farm  he  carried  on  a mill 
and  a general  store,  and  was  also  the  postmaster 
at  Anthony,  a postoffice  founded  by  himself  and 
named  in  his  honor. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  a native  of 
England  and  an  emigrant  to  Caroline  County, 
Md. , where  he  built  the  mill  that  has  since  his 
death  been  operated  by  his  descendants.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Robert  Anthony,  carried  on 
farm  pursuits  and  the  milling  business  throughout 
his  life.  By  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Melvin,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  seven  children  were  born, 
and  of  this  number  four  are  still  living,  namely: 
Sarah  M.,  Wilhelmina,  Joseph  P.  and  Robert  W. 

Reared  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his 
widow,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  early  gained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  this 
stood  him  in  good  stead  in  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed. As  a farmer  he  was  thorough  and  ener- 
getic, as  a miller,  shrewd  and  efficient;  and  in 
every  business  transaction,  honest.  He  was  so 
successful  in  his  various  enterprises  that  at  his 
death  he  left  a valuable  estate,  the  same  now  be- 
ing ably  managed  by  his  widow,  who  also  carries 
on  the  store,  mill  and  postoffice.  She  was  M. 
Ella  Lowe,  a native  of  Caroline  County,  where 
she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Anthony  December 
23,  1874.  Her  parents,  Esma  and  Margaret 
18 


(Records)  Lowe,  were  born  in  Delaware,  and  had 
a family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Her 
maternal  grandfather  was  a farmer  and  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Her  father,  Esma  Lowe,  was 
an  extensive  agriculturist  and  a prominent  Dem- 
ocrat, and  served  as  sheriff  of  Caroline  County 
for  a number  of  years.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anthony  were  named  as  follows:  Bertha, 

Lulu  and  Ella,  who  are  married  and  reside  in 
thiscounty;  Edna,  George,  Joshua  M.  and  Anna 
M.,  who  are  with  their  parents. 

The  membership  of  Mr.  Anthony  was  in  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  the  doctrines  of 
which  he  upheld  both  by  precept  and  example. 
He  wTas  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  church  and  took 
an  active  part  in  much  of  its  most  important 
work.  He  always  sustained  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  voted  for  the  men  pledged 
to  uphold  its  principles.  The  third  district  has 
had  no  citizen  more  w'orthy  of  esteem  than  he, 
and  his  death  was  a loss  to  the  community. 


EHARLES  BENJAMIN  DOWNS  has  large 
landed  interests  in  Queen  Anne’s  County. 
In  the  village  of  Kent  Island  he  occupies  a 
comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  the  building 
of  which  he  personally  superintended.  A man  of 
excellent  business  capacity,  he  has  secured  a 
financial  success  of  which  he  is  well  worthy,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  has  gained  a position  high  in 
the  regard  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-men,  hav- 
ing the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business 
or  social  relations. 

Born  in  Centreville,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  in 
1832,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  to 
Kent  Island  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  here  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a son  of  Charles  and 
Mary  Downs,  the  former  a native  of  Caroline 
County,  Md.,  but  during  the  most  of  his  life  a 
resident  of  the  island,  where  he  died  in  1885. 
By  trade  he  was  a carriage  trimmer,  having 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  occupation  under 
Daniel  Newnam,  of  Centreville.  He  married 
Mary,  widow  of  Arthur  Carter  and  daughter  of 
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Benjamin  Tolson.  Of  her  first  marriage  one 
child  was  born,  Arthur,  a representative  business 
man  of  Annapolis  and  the  incumbent,  at  different 
times,  of  various  official  positions  under  the  gov- 
ernment. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  oc- 
curred in  1866  and  united  him  with  Miss  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  James  Bright,  he  embarked  in 
farm  pursuits,  in  which  he  continued  until  re- 
cently. He  has  four  children  in  his  family, 
namely:  Arthur;  Estella,  wife  of  Eugene  Herbert, 
of  Stevensville,  Kent  Island;  Ella  and  Sarah. 
Mrs.  Downs  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  she 
takes  a warm  interest.  Politieallj7  our  subject 
has  always  advocated  Democratic  principles. 
Though  preferring  not  to  hold  office,  he  con- 
sented to  serve  as  district  assessor,  which  position 
he  filled  with  credit  to  himself. 


ILLIAM  P.  TANNER  is  the  proprietor  of 
a beautiful  farm,  finely  situated  in  the  ex- 
treme southern  portion  of  Kent  Island, 
fourth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  His 
residence  is  a handsome  and  substantial  one  for 
a country  home,  and  few  on  the  island  are  pleas- 
anter in  every  respect.  His  success,  which  has 
been  marked,  is  the  result  of  correct  business 
methods  applied  to  his  affairs  and  untiring  in- 
dustry. Whereas  a few  years  ago  he  was  a poor 
man,  he  now  finds  himself  well-off  in  this  world’s 
goods,  and  all  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances 
are  his  earnest  well-wishers. 

A son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Shawn) 
Tanner,  Mr.  Tanner  was  born  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  island  in  1841,  and  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  the  period.  About 
1877  he  sought  in  marriage  Miss  Hester  A. 
Carter,  whose  father,  Richard  Thomas  Carter, 
was  one  of  the  influential  business  men  of  this 
region,  and  she  has  been  a true  and  faithful  help- 
mate to  him.  He  was  then  a poor  man,  but  has 
steadily  advanced  along  the  highway  of  pros- 
perity until  he  is  now  free  from  care  on  the  score 


of  lack  of  means.  Besides  cultivating  and  super- 
vising the  management  of  his  own  fine  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  he  attends  to  a 
tract  of  one  thousand  acres  belonging  to  Christ 
Church,  and  another  large  farm  for  William 
S.  Young,  of  Baltimore.  He  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now7  dwells  in  1881,  it  then  being 
much  run  down,  but  under  his  care  it  has  been 
improved  until  one  wfould  not  recognize  the  place. 
He  makes  a specialty  of  raising  wheat,  corn  and 
live  stock.  He  is  rather  liberal  in  his  views  on 
political  matters  but  supports  the  Democracy  in 
national  elections.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  generous  in 
their  donations  to  religious  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises. 

The  Tanner  family  has  long  been  numbered 
with  the  leading  ones  of  Maryland.  One  John 
William  Tanner,  who  came  to  America  early  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  was  a skilled  mechanic,  and 
was  of  great  value  to  the  community  in  which  he 
settled.  His  son,  Philemon,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Kent  Island,  and  here  oc- 
curred the  birth  of  Thomas  Tanner  in  1806.  He 
grew  to  maturity  on  the  island,  was  married  and 
reared  his  family  here,  and  won  the  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him.  Beginning  his  business  life  with 
small  capital,  he  provided  for  his  large  family 
and  though  he  was  never  wealthy,  was  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  His  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Cornelius,  Elizabeth,  William  P., 

Eliza,  Susan,  Emma  and  Ella.  The  last-men- 
tioned died  unmarried,  but  Susan  is  the  wife 
of  James  R.  Legg,  of  this  locality;  and  Emma 
married  James  H.  Cockey.  William  Tanner,  an 
uncle  of  our  subject,  never  married  and  was  a man 
of  excellent  attainments  in  commercial  circles. 


gjEORGE  F-  STERLING,  who  is  engaged  in 
conducting  a mercantile  business  at  Law- 
sonia,  Somerset  County,  is  a native  of  this 
place,  and  some  twenty  years  ago  he  succeeded 
his  father  here,  he  having  carried  on  commercial 
enterprises  in  this  town  for  about  forty  years  prior 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


to  that  date.  Thus  father  and  son  have  been 
prominent  in  our  business  circles  for  a good  share 
of  this  century,  and  during  this  period  they  have 
been  deeply  interested  in  everything  which  has 
gone  toward  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of 
the  good  of  the  community. 

The  father,  William  Sterling,  was  born  in  1810, 
and  is  consequently  in  his  eighty-eighth  year. 
He  has  led  a very  active  and  useful  life,  and  un- 
til well  along  in  years  was  occupied  in  boating  or 
merchandising.  His  home  has  always  been  in 
Lawsonia  or  vicinity,  and  he  is  now  passing  his 
declining  days  upon  his  farm  near  whereon  his 
birth  occurred.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  steward  of  the  congrega- 
tion. His  father  was  John  Sterling,  who  was  one 
of  the  honored  old  inhabitants  of  this  district. 
William  Sterling  has  been  married  four  times,  and 
by  his  union  with  the  mother  of  our  subject  (for- 
merly Jane  Moore)  he  had  seven  children.  Only 
four  of  the  number  survive:  George  F. ; John  E.; 
Cornelia,  wife  of  E.  H.  Prewitt;  and  Mary  E. , 
widow  of  Luther  Sterling. 

The  birth  of  George  F.  Sterling  occurred  here 
in  June,  1847,  and  from  his  boyhood  days  he  has 
been  quick  to  learn  new  methods  and  has  mani- 
fested good  judgment  in  business  matters.  Sev- 
eral years  he  was  engaged  in  packing  and  ship- 
ping oysters,  but  since  1877  he  has  carried  on  a 
general  store  here  with  fair  financial  results. 
From  the  time  that  he  reached  his  majority  he 
used  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  until  a few  years  ago,  when  he  be- 
came convinced  in  his  own  mind  that  the  cause  of 
temperence  should  have  a part  in  the  national 
politics,  and  he  then  joined  the  Prohibition  ranks. 
He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town  of 
Crisfield  by  President  Garfield,  and  gave  good 
satisfaction  to  the  residents  there  while  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  his  office. 

It  was  April  16,  1874,  that  Mr.  Sterling  mar- 
ried Eveline  Lawson,  a daughter  of  John  W. 
Lawson,  and  to  them  five  children  have  been 
born,  viz.:  Lillie,  widow  of  Charles  G.  Cullin; 
Warren,  an  employe  of  the  Crisfield  Bank;  Edith, 
John  C.  and  Marhia.  Mr.  Sterling  is  a member 
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of  the  social  organization  here  called  the  Home 
Forum,  but  is  not  connected  with  any  secret 
societies  so-called.  He  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  for  twenty  years  has  been  the  able  leader  of 
its  choir.  He  has  also  officiated  in  the  capacity 
of  steward  and  at  all  times  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  forward  the  work  of  the  church  and  to 
promote  worthy  charities.  His  family  are  also 
members  or  attendants  of  the  church,  and  his 
young  people  are  bright,  intelligent  men  and 
women,  ably  fitted  by  nature  and  training  to  oc- 
cupy a useful  place  in  the  world. 


ENJAMIN  F.  DAVIS,  a practical  agricult- 
urist of  Tyaskin  district,  Wicomico  County, 
is  the  proprietor  of  a valuable  homestead 
situated  near  the  Wicomico  River,  and  a few 
miles  distant  from  the  postoffice  town  of  White- 
haven. Here  he  owns  a fine  tract  of  land,  over 
three  hundred  acres  in  extent,  and  suitable  for 
the  raising  of  a general  line  of  crops  grown  in 
this  portion  of  the  state.  He  takes  leading  farm 
journals,  and  aims  to  keep  posted  in  modern 
methods  of  agriculture,  for  he  is  a man  of  pro- 
gressive ideas. 

The  branch  of  the  Davis  family  to  which  the 
subject  of  this  narrative  belongs  has  long  been 
associated  with  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  It  is  supposed 
that  they  are  of  Welsh  or  English  extraction, 
but,  certain  it  is,  that  several  generations  bearing 
the  name  have  resided  in  this  state,  and  at  all 
times  its  members  have  been  noted  for  their 
fidelity  to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  and  for 
their  patriotism  in  general.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  bore  the  Christian  name  of 
Elzie. 

The  only  survivor  of  a large  family,  which 
comprises  the  dear  and  devoted  parents,  Benja- 
min and  Margaret  (Price)  Davis,  and  their  fifteen 
children,  Benjamin  F. , of  this  sketch,  is  left  alone 
to  mourn  their  loss.  He  was  born  September  1, 
1846,  and  is,  consequently,  a little  past  the  halfi 
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century  milestone,  but  still  in  the  prime  of  vigor- 
ous manhood.  He  has  followed  farming  since  he 
was  old  enough  to  handle  the  various  implements 
devoted  to  the  craft.  Under  his  father’s  training 
and  instruction  he  early  became  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  ever}"  part  of  the  work  incidental 
to  the  proper  management  of  a farm.  In  his  po- 
litical faith  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  April,  1850,  Mr.  Davis  and  Miss  Esther  V. 
Harrison  were  united  in  marriage.  She  is  a 
native  of  this  county  and  is  a lady  of  good  educa- 
tion. Nine  children  were,  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  viz.:  Ella  L.,  MinnieS.,  Sallie,  Florence, 
Nellie,  Annie,  Georgia,  William  and  Ola  Ray. 

— — 7-i .Q, 1— — 

fejAMUEL  OSCAR  TULL  has  been  for  more 
than  thirty  years  a merchant  of  Kingston, 
PJ  Somerset  County,  and  has  also  been  inter- 
ested in  the  business  of  planting,  packing  and 
shipping  oysters  for  many  years.  He  was  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  T.  H.  Tull,  for  a 
period  of  perhaps  fifteen  years,  but  this  connec- 
tion was  broken  by  the  brother’s  death  in  1882, 
since  which  time  our  subject  has  conducted  his 
affairs  alone.  In  political  matters  he  is  a stal- 
wart Democrat,  and  very  active  in  the  interests 
of  his  party.  He  was  deputy  commander  of  a 
police  boat  for  two  years  and  for  a similar  length 
of  time  he  has  been  a registration  officer. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
was  Henry  T.  Tull,  who  was  born  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Tulls  Corner  about  1813.  He  passed  his 
whole  life  in  Brinkley’s  district  and  followed  the 
vocations  of  agriculture  and  ship-building.  At 
the  date  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  he 
owned  twenty  slaves  and  carried  on  a farm  of 
some  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  belonged 
to  him.  He  also  owned  a ship  yard  on  the  Big 
Annetnessex  River  and  there  built  several  schoon- 
ers and  large  vessels  for  ocean  transit.  He  once 
served  in  the  capacity  of  magistrate,  and  was 
active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy.  He  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  died,  strong  in  the  Christian  faith, 


in  1893,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  D. 
Ballard,  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  Ballard,  of 
Fairmount.  She  also  was  a sincere  Christian, 
and  was  for  years  one  of  the  valued  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  She  died  when 
in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  Of  her  eight  children 
who  grew  to  maturity,  five  survive  at  this  writ- 
ing, viz.:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  G.  Sim- 

mons, of  Wyoming,  Del.;  Samuel  O. ; Annie, 
Mrs.  Charles  Mathews,  of  Newport  News,  Va.; 
Alice,  wife  of  Dr.  F.  Robertson;  and  Florence, 
Mrs.  Ira  N.  Coulbourn,  of  Marion  Station. 

Samuel  Oscar  Tull  was  born  at  Tulls  Corner, 
in  December,  1848,  and  his  boyhood  was  passed 
quietly  upon  a farm  near  Kingston,  the  same 
homestead  that  he  now  owns  and  cultivates.  In 
February,  1867,  he  became  associated  with  his 
brother,  T.  H.,  in  the  enterprise  of  carrying  on 
a general  store  in  Kingston  and  the  business  is 
still  kept  up  by  him.  He  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful in  the  world  of  commerce  and  is  a prac- 
tical man  of  affairs.  He  enjoys  the  independent 
life  of  the  farmer  and  his  farm  is  a most  desirable 
one  in  many  respects.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Heptasoplis  and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  the  Odd  Fellows’  Society.  He 
married  Miss  Sallie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Robertson,  of  this  locality,  and  they  have 
seven  children,  who  in  the  order  of  their  birth 
are  named  as  follows:  Grace  S.,  Henry  R.,  Oscar 
Paul,  Allen,  Ruth,  Rodger  and  Franklin.  Mrs. 
Tull  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  attend 
the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


APT.  JAMES  E.  KIRWAN  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  Kent  Island. 
An  extensive  farmer,  he  owns  more  than 
three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  under  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  A successful  merchant,  he 
engages  in  this  business  upon  as  large  a scale  as 
any  resident  on  the  island.  He  is  the  only  fire 
insurance  agent  and  coal  dealer  on  the  island,  in 
both  of  which  lines  he  has  built  up  a profitable 
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trade.  In  addition  to  the  other  enterprises  in 
which  he  engages  he  makes  a specialty  of  rais- 
ing terrapins  for  the  market  and  conducts  this 
business  upon  a more  extensive  scale  than  any 
one  in  the  state.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  his 
interests  are  varied  and  valuable  and  of  a nature 
so  important  as  to  demand  his  close  attention  and 
careful  thought. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore  Captain  Kirwan  was 
born  June  9,  1848.  He  is  a member  of  a family 
that  originated  in  England,  in  almost  every 
generation  of  which  there  have  been  seafaring 
men.  His  father,  Capt.  Lemuel  Kirwan,  was 
born  in  Dorchester  County,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  followed  the  sea.  When 
in  the  prime  of  life,  at  thirty-six  years  of  age,  he 
passed  from  earth.  By  his  marriage  to  Sophia 
Stallings,  a native  of  Baltimore  County,  he  had 
four  children,  namely:  William  H.  H.,  who  be- 
came chief  engineer  on  the  steamer  John  W. 
Garrett,  and  died  December  19,  1895;  Lemuel, 
who  died  in  boyhood;  Lavinia,  who  married  Martin 
L.  Jones,  of  Dorchester  County,  and  settled  on 
Kent  Island,  where  Mr.  Jones  died  in  1893;  and 
James  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  early  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were 
spent  almost  entirely  upon  the  water.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  took  command  of  the  schooner 
William  Banes,  which  he  commanded  for  a time. 
Later  he  had  charge  of  the  schooners  Rebecca, 
Thomas  Brinkley,  Julia  A.  Thomas,  Richard 
Sands  and  the  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  in  succes- 
sion. In  the  meantime  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  the  village  of  Kent  Island. 
For  two  years  he  was  department  commander  of 
the  oyster  navy,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active 
men  in  the  navy.  He  gives  his  attention  to  his 
varied  duties,  and  in  the  different  lines  of  busi- 
ness in  which  he  engages  has  met  with  success. 
Much  of  his  time  is  given  to  the  superintendence 
of  his  farm  on  the  island,  which  bears  modern 
improvements  and  contains  an  orchard  planted 
to  peaches.  In  politics  a Democrat,  he  has 
always  been  loyal  to  his  party  and  true  to  its 
principles.  In  his  views  he  is  liberal,  having  the 
largest  charity  for  the  opinions  and  faults  of 
others.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Arcan- 


na  Lodge  No.  no,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Baltimore, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasoplis  and  Chester  Lodge  No.  1 16,  K.  ofP., 
in  Kent  Island. 

September  10,  1867,  Captain  Kirwan  married 
Mary  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Nelson  Gardner,  and 
a niece  of  Rev.  Samuel  Gardner,  for  years  a 
prominent  preacher  on  Kent  Island.  The  three 
children  of  Captain  and  Mrs,  Kirwan  are  Charles 
E.,  Sophia  and  Lemuel.  Charles  E.,  who  is  a 
merchant  of  Chester,  married  Maggie,  daughter 
of  Joshua  Cooper,  and  a niece  of  Rev.  J.  A. 
Cooper. 


HON.  JESSE  K.  HINES,  deceased,  was  for 
years  a very  prominent  politician  and  legis- 
lator of  Maryland.  He  was  an  able,  energetic 
man,  active  in  the  best  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, possessing  those  sterling  characteristics  that 
command  respect  wherever  seen.  Few  public  men 
of  his  time  were  more  esteemed  and  universally 
liked  than  it  was  his  lot  to  be,  and  though  he  was 
in  a position  where  he  might  have  commanded 
wealth  had  he  been  disposed  to  subvert  his  lofty 
principles  of  action,  he  died  a poor  man. 

A son  of  Isaac  and  Anne  (Knock)  Hines,  our 
subject  was  born  near  Millington,  Kent  County, 
November  17,  1829,  and  during  his  infancy  his 
parents  left  the  farm,  becoming  residents  of  Balti- 
more. In  that  city  the  lad  grew  up,  attending 
the  private  schools  kept  by  Dr.  Baxter  and  Jo- 
seph Walker.  When  he  was  fourteen  his  father 
died  and  the  family  returned  to  Kent  County. 
He  entered  the  mercantile  house  of  Thomas 
Walker,  of  Millington,  and  under  the  training  of 
the  Walker  brothers,  who  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, including  some  banking,  he  rapidly  rose  to 
a thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
general  financial  transactions,  and  attributed 
much  of  his  later  success  as  a business  man  to 
this  fact.  Later  he  worked  for  William  F.  Smyth, 
of  the  same  town,  and  for  Spruance  Brothers,  of 
Smyrna,  Del.,  up  to  1848,  when  he  taught  school 
in  Morgan  Creek  district,  near  Chestertown,  for 
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a time.  In  1852  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  upon  his  own  account,  and  success  soon 
crowned  his  enterprise. 

Had  Mr.  Hines  been  as  anxious  to  succeed  in 
the  political  world  as  he  was  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  his  friends  and  associates  in  politics, 
it  has  been  often  said  that  he  would  have  received 
the  highest  honors,  and  would  undoubtedly  have 
succeeded  in  any  position;  but  his  plain,  retiring 
manners  and  modest  disposition  were  as  marked 
as  was  his  great  ability.  It  was  in  1854  that  he 
entered  politics  on  his  own  account,  he  being 
elected  constable  by  the  Whigs.  In  1856  he  was 
appointed  collector  of  taxes  for  the  third  district. 
The  succeeding  year  he  was  elected  by  the 
Know-nothing  party  to  the  clerkship  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  when  his  term  had  expired  he  was 
re-elected  by  the  so-called  Conservative  Demo- 
cratic party  which  had  succeeded  the  Know- 
nothing  party,  and  was  re-elected  for  another  full 
term  by  the  Democrats,  and  served  under  the 
new  state  constitution  of  1867.  Meanwhile  he 
was  studying  law  with  Hon.  Richard  Hyn- 
son,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1868.  In 
1872  he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention 
in  which  Mr.  Greeley  was  nominated  to  the  presi- 
ency,  and  in  1873  was  himself  sent  as  a repre- 
sentative to  the  state  legislature.  In  1874  he 
was  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  in  the 
spring  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  state  fisheries  force,  serving  effi- 
ciently in  that  capacity  two  years.  In  1878  the 
department  of  insurance  was  created  and  he  was 
made  commissioner  of  the  same  by  Gov.  John 
Lee  Carroll.  This  responsible  position  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  with  distinction  eleven  years,  or 
until  his  death  in  1889.  He  was  a Mason  of  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  and  was  a regular  at- 
tendant at  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  was  charitable  to  a fault  and 
was  always  ready  with  a helpful  word  and  more 
material  aid  for  the  poor  unhappy  ones  whom  he 
met  in  his  journey  through  life. 

Mr.  Hines  was  twice  married,  his  first  union 
being  with  Emily  Alphonsa  Massey,  whose  par- 
ents were  Col.  Elijah  E.  and  Mary  Massey.  Col- 
onel Massey  entered  the  army  at  the  beginning  of 


the  late  Civil  war,  when  he  served  as  a member  of 
Halleck’s  staff,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel. The  seven  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hines  are  as  follows:  Thomas  L-  is  a resident  of 
Baltimore;  W.  Franklin,  particularly  mentioned 
later  in  this  article,  is  a resident  of  Chestertown; 
Jesse  Knock,  Jr.,  is  in  New  Jersey;  Isaac  is  liv- 
ing in  Illinois;  Annie  and  Jennie  are  both  mar- 
ried and  live  in  St.  Louis;  and  Catherine  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Richard  Gundry,  of  Catons- 
ville,  Md. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  the  Hines  family  it 
is  found  that  the  father  of  Jesse  Knock  Hines, 
previously  referred  to,  was  one  Isaac,  a native  of 
Cecil  County,  Md.  He  was  many  years  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Baltimore  Bank,  and  was  chief  clerk  in 
the  house  of  delegates  for  a number  of  years.  His 
father,  Isaac,  was  a participant  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  serving  throughout  that  long  and 
severe  struggle.  They  were  Welsh  people  and 
came  to  Maryland  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  col- 
ony. The  mother  of  Jesse  K.  Hines  was  a de- 
scendant of  the  Knocks  who  came  from  Scotland 
in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and 
settled  in  Kent  County.  They  were  owners  of 
large  plantations  and  were  very  influential  in 
their  locality,  though  at  this  day  there  is  no 
one  living  to  bear  the  name  in  Kent. 

W.  Franklin,  second  son  of  the  honored  sub- 
ject of  this  article,  was  born  September  19,  1856, 
and  finished  his  literary  studies  in  Washington 
College.  When  only  seventeen  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Brown,  professor  of  sur- 
gery in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Baltimore.  Young  Hines  graduated  in  Febru- 
ary, 1877,  and  has  since  been  very  successfully 
engaged  in  practice  in  Chestertown.  He  soon 
established  a large  clientage  and  has  paid  special 
attention  to  surgery,  being  well  and  favorably 
known  by  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
throughout  the  state.  Like  his  father,  he  is  an 
earnest  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  is  an  active  worker  in  its  behalf.  He 
is  a member  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  is  a valued  member  of  the  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  having  served  it  in 
various  ways.  In  1892  he  was  elected  by  them 
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to  act  on  the  state  board  of  examiners,  and  was 
re-elected  to  that  body  in  1896.  He  was,  how- 
ever, obliged  to  resign  the  following  autumn,  as 
he  found  that  the  demands  of  his  extensive  prac- 
tice would  not  permit  of  his  holding  the  general 
position  longer.  He  is  a member  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a vestryman  in  the 
same.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  visitors 
and  governors  of  Washington  College,  and  since 
its  organization  has  been  a director  in  the  Kent 
County  Savings  Bank,  of  Chestertown.  I11  1880 
Dr.  Hines  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Emory,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  five 
children  have  come  to  grace  their  household,  viz. : 
Frank  Brown,  Jennie  Emory,  Charles  Gilpin, 
Mary  Alphonsa  and  Emory  Massey. 


UTHER  T.  MILES,  Jr.,  a candidate  for  the 
position  of  sheriff  of  Somerset  County  in  the 
autumn  of  1897,  is  one  of  the  progressive 
young  business  men  of  the  county  and  is  quite 
active  in  the  support  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  engaged  in  conducting  a general  store  at 
Marion  Station,  and  is  also  concerned  with  the 
planting  and  packing  of  oysters  here.  He  pos- 
sesses the  requisite  will  and  determination  to  suc- 
ceed that  eventually  win  prosperity  and  is  genial 
and  friendly  to  all  whom  he  meets  in  a social  or 
commercial  way. 

Mr.  Miles  is  a son  of  Luther  T.  Miles,  who 
has  been  county  commissioner  of  Somerset  County 
for  four  terms  and  also  president  of  the  board. 
He  is  recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  the 
local  Democracy.  He  is  a successful  agriculturist, 
and  resides  upon  a portion  of  the  original  tract 
known  as  Heart’s  Ease.  For  a wife  he  chose 
Annie  E.  Handy  and  to  them  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Ida  E. , wife  of  Charles  S.  Whit- 
tington; Carrie  E.,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Tull;  Lillian  H., 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Gunby;  and  Luther  T.,  Jr.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  as  are  also  several  of  their  children. 

Luther  T.  Miles  of  this  sketch  was  born  upon 
a farm  near  his  present  home  in  1867.  He  was 


a student  in  the  common  schools  and  later  went 
to  Marion  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
embarked  in  business  with  E.  W.  Tull  as  his 
partner,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Miles  & Tull, 
and  as  such  it  continues  up  to  the  present  time. 
During  President  Cleveland’s  last  administration 
the  village  postoffice  was  located  in  their  store. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  has 
been  honored  by  being  made  treasurer  of  each 
lodge. 

The  marriage  of  Luther  T.  Miles,  Jr. , and  Miss 
Florence  M.  Hall  was  solemnized  in  1894,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride’s  father,  Henry  W.  Hall,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Marion  Station.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  Somerset  County  and  is  a lady 
of  pleasing  social  qualities  and  excellent  tact  and 
grace  of  manner.  The  young  couple  have  one 
little  son,  Luther  T. , the  third  of  the  name. 
They  attend  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
and  are  much  esteemed  in  all  circles  of  this 
community. 


APT.  DANIEL  FRIEL,  whose  pleasant 
I C home  is  situated  in  Queenstown,  Queen 
U Anne’s  County,  has  had  a varied  life  and 
many  unusual  experiences  both  on  sea  and 
land.  He  has  traveled  extensively  and  has  seen 
the  people  of  many  climes,  and  has  profited  by  a 
study  of  their  strange  customs  and  manners.  For 
nearly  thirty  years,  though,  he  has  been  interested 
in  the  grain  business,  buying,  selling  and  ship- 
ping the  cereals  raised  in  these  parts  to  Baltimore, 
chiefly.  In  addition  to  this  particular  trade  he 
is  more  or  less  extensively  engaged  in  handling 
coal  and  phosphate,  and  owns  a vessel,  the 
schooner  William  McKenney,  which  has  made 
the  record  of  having  taken  a cargo  to  Baltimore, 
unloading  the  same  and  returning  within  nine 
hours. 

Captain  Friel  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in 
1841,  and  came  to  this  county  in  1854,  here 
growing  to  mature  years  on  his  father’s  farm.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a native  of  Adams  County, 
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Pa.,  and  was  a son  of  Daniel  Friel,  who  was  of 
Irish  birth,  but  from  childhood  identified  with 
the  United  States.  The  father  of  this  Daniel 
Friel,  Bernard  by  name,  was  a man  of  considera- 
ble wealth  and  influence.  He  built  a section  of 
the  turnpike  between  Hagerstown  and  Gettys- 
burg, and  was  a contractor  in  general.  Early  in 
the  30’s  the  captain’s  father,  John,  and  his 
brother  Daniel  came  to  this  county  and  organ- 
ized the  Schuylkill  Lime  Company,  and  were 
numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  the  district. 
John  Friel  married  a Miss  Clarke,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  she  is  still  living,  now  residing  with  her 
son,  our  subject,  in  her  seventy-ninth  year.  Her 
five  children  are  all  living  and  are  as  follows: 
Daniel;  Thomas,  of  Queenstown;  John,  of  the 
Quaker  City;  Jeannie  and  Katherine. 

When  the  captain  was  twenty  years  old  he 
left  home  in  search  of  adventures  and  fortune, 
perhaps.  For  two  years  he  sailed  the  sea,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and 
studied  in  the  nautical  college  for  a time,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  navigation  and 
nautical  astronomy.  Then  he  returned  to  the 
sailor's  life  and  in  the  five  years  which  followed 
visited  nearly  every  country  on  the  globe.  The 
delights  of  ocean  voyages  and  sight-seeing  has 
some  drawbacks,  nevertheless,  and  the  captain 
eventually  preferred  to  settle  down  in  a quieter 
routine. 

Undoubtedly  his  decision  in  this  matter  was 
strengthened  by  his  becoming  acquainted  with  a 
very  estimable  young  lady,  Miss  Emma  J., 
daughter  of  Samuel  Whiting,  of  Corsica  Neck, 
Queen  Anne’s  County.  They  were  married  in 
1871  and  became  the  parents  of  a son,  Samuel  E. 
Whiting,  now  a bright  and  energetic  business 
man  of  Queenstown.  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Friel  was 
summoned  to  the  better  land  May  24,  1874. 
In  December,  1875,  the  captain  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Virginia  Whiting,  half-sister 
of  his  first  wife  and  the  daughter  of  William 
Whiting.  She  died  suddenly  April  3,  1896. 

In  1869  Captain  Friel  began  to  deal  in  grain  on 
the  Wye  River,  and  was  located  there  for  about 
six  years.  In  1875  he  established  his  present 
business  and  has  succeeded  very  well  financially. 


He  owns  valuable  wharf  and  granary  property 
and  dwelling  houses  in  Queenstown,  besides  the 
schooner  before  mentioned.  He  is  a worker  in 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  had  any 
inclination  to  hold  public  office.  Religiously  he 
is  a Catholic. 


EWIN  W.  WICKES.  In  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession,  the  law,  Mr.  Wickes 
is  becoming  well  and  favorably  known,  not 
alone  in  Chestertown,  where  he  has  his  office,  but 
also  throughout  the  entire  county  of  Kent.  He 
ranks  among  the  able  professional  men,  who  by 
their  ability  have  honored  their  chosen  occupa- 
tion and  who  in  turn  have  been  honored  by  their 
fellow-citizens.  For  the  calling  which  he  has 
selected  Mr.  Wickes  is  fitted  by  education  and 
training,  as  well  as  by  the  possession  of  the  quali- 
ties that  are  his  by  inheritance  from  a long  line  of 
honorable  ancestors. 

In  the  city  where  he  now  resides,  Lewin  W. 
Wickes  was  born  December  17,  1866,  the  son  of 
William  N.  E.  and  Anne  Elizabeth  (Wethered) 
Wickes.  He  obtained  his  primary  education  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  place. 
Later  he  was  a student  in  Washington  College, 
that  time-honored  institution  of  Chestertown  from 
which  have  graduated  men  of  prominence  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  in  business.  In  1886  he  matricu- 
lated at  Johns  Hopkins  University,  but  did  not 
complete  the  course  of  study  there,  returning  to 
Chestertown  in  the  spring  of  1887.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  with  J.  A.  Pearce  and 
carried  on  his  legal  researches  until  his  admission 
to  the  bar,  in  1890.  Since  then  he  has  followed 
professional  work  and  has  built  up  an  important 
clientage. 

There  are  few  of  the  young  men  of  Chester- 
town who  take  a more  active  interest  in  politics 
than  does  Mr.  Wickes.  He  is  well  informed 
concerning  the  issues  before  the  people  to-day  and 
not  only  has  opinions  of  his  own,  but  possesses 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  champions  the 
Democratic  principles  with  a firmness  that  oppo- 


J.  K.  H.  JACOBS,  M.  D. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


5i9 


sition  cannot  modify.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a vestryman 
of  the  congregation  in  Chestertown.  In  social 
circles  he  is  prominent,  as  indeed  are  all  who 
bear  his  family  name. 


AMES  KENT  HARPER  JACOBS,  M.  D. 
In  studying  the  lives  and  character  of  promi- 
nent men  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into 
the  secret  of  their  success  and  the  motives  that 
have  prompted  their  action.  Success  is  more  often 
a matter  of  experience,  sound  judgment  and 
thorough  preparation  for  life’s  work  than  it  is  of 
genius,  however  bright.  When  we  trace  the 
career  of  those  whom  the  world  acknowledges  as 
successful  and  of  those  who  stand  highest  in  pub- 
lic esteem,  we  find  that  in  almost  every  case  they 
are  those  who  have  risen  gradually  by  their  own 
efforts,  their  diligence  and  perseverance.  These 
qualities  are  undoubtedly  possessed  in  a large 
measure  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  in  Kent  County, 
but  is  also  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  Kenuedyville,  where  he 
makes  his  home. 

A native  of  Maryland,  the  doctor  was  born 
February  11,  1856,  in  Centreville,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  is  a son  of  William  H.  Jacobs,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  who  spent  his  early 
life  in  Church  Hill,  where  the  grandfather,  Will- 
iam Jacobs,  Sr.,  engaged  in  merchandising  for 
many  years.  He  was  also  born  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new 
world  came  from  England  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  many  of  its  representatives 
aided  the  colonies  in  their  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 

When  a young  man  the  doctor’s  father  went 
to  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  later  became  editor  of 
the  Port  Gibson  Herald , at  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 
About  the  same  time  he  organized  a company  for 
the  Mexican  war,  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  had  charge  of  a company  of  Texas 


Rangers  at  the  battle  of  Monterey.  His  company 
belonged  to  Jefferson  Davis’  regiment.  O11  his 
return  to  Centreville,  Md.,  he  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising with  Col.  John  McKenney  and  his 
son,  William  McKenney,  and  when  the  colonel 
withdrew  a few  years  later  the  firm  remained 
Jacobs  & McKenney  for  a time.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  promoters  of  the  Queen  Anne  & Kent 
Railroad,  of  which  he  served  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  His  last  years  were  passed  in  retire- 
ment upon  his  farm  near  Centreville,  Briar- 
field,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  December 
23,  1880,  he  was  in  his  sixty-fifth  year.  In  early 
life  he  was  a Whig  in  politics  and  later  became 
quite  a prominent  member  of  the  Democracy. 
His  sympathies  were  with  the  south  during  the 
war.  Socially  he  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
while  religiously  he  was  an  Episcopalian.  He 
was  deservedly  popular,  as  he  was  affable  and 
courteous  in  manner,  and  his  friends  were  many. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1855,  William  H.  Jacobs  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  B.  Harper,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  K.  Harper,  of  Centre- 
ville, who  was  descended  from  a royal  family  of 
England.  The  Browne  family,  of  which  Mrs. 
Jacobs  was  a descendant,  settled  in  Maryland  in 
1720  and  came  into  the  possession  of  a large  tract 
of  land  at  Batchelder  Hoope,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  a gift  from  Lord  Baltimore.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacobs  were  born  two  children,  Dr. 
James  K.  H.,  of  this  review,  and  Caroline 
Browne,  who  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  resided 
with  her  brother.  She  was  educated  by  a private 
teacher  at  home,  and  for  one  year  also  attended  a 
private  school  in  Greensborough,  taught  by  Miss 
Betts,  under  the  control  of  Bishop  Lay. 

The  doctor  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  the  home  farm  near  Centreville  and 
began  his  education  under  the  direction  of  private 
tutors.  Later  he  attended  the  academy  at  Cen- 
treville, and  afterward  entered  the  University  of 
Maryland,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1877,  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  at  once  opened  an  office 
in  Kenuedyville,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  active  practice,  being  called  to  all 
parts  of  Kent  County.  On  the  organization  of 
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the  Second  National  Bank  of  Chestertown  he  be- 
came one  of  the  charter  members  and  directors, 
owning  $5,000  of  the  capital  stock,  which  then 
amounted  to  $50,000.  He  has  also  successfully 
engaged  in  the  loan  business,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Baltimore  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, and  in  Oueen  Anne’s  County  owns  two 
farms,  aggregating  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  a 
part  of  which  has  been  planted  in  fruit. 

I11  1892  Dr.  Jacobs  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nannie,  daughter  of  Gen.  William  Mc- 
Kenney,  of  Centreville,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  sons,  James  K.  H.,  Jr.,  and 
William  McKenney.  The  doctor,  his  wife, 
mother  and  sister  are  all  members  of  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  Centreville,  and  in  the  social 
circles  occupy  an  enviable  position.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Democratic  party,  in  the  success  of  which  he 
takes  an  active  interest,  and  fraternally  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics, the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Kent  County 
Grange,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  Chester- 
town Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  also  an  honored 
and  prominent  member  of  the  encampment,  and 
is  medical  examiner  for  a number  of  well-known 
insurance  companies  of  New  York,  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia.  A man  of  keen  discrimination,  of 
great  sagacity  and  of  unbounded  enterprise,  he 
has  met  with  excellent  success  in  business  affairs 
and  as  a physician  and  surgeon  he  ranks  second 
to  none  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  Wherever  he 
goes  he  wins  friends  and  has  the  happy  faculty 
of  being  able  to  retain  them.  The  Jacobs, 
Brownes  and  Harpers  are  all  related  to  the  Kent 
family  of  England,  who  were  of  royal  blood,  and 
in  whose  honor  Kent  County,  Md. , was  named. 


AMES  FASSETT  DOUGHERTY,  M.  D., 
is  a rising  young  physician  of  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  Count}-.  He  comes  from  an  old 
and  honored  family  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  has  inherited 
traits  of  character  that  will  undoubtedly  bring 


him  success.  His  father  is,  with  perhaps  one 
exception,  the  pioneer  merchant  of  this  place  and 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  business.  He  has 
been  a prominent  factor  in  whatever  movements 
have  been  inaugurated  for  the  benefit  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  is  always  certain  to  stand  by  all  things 
that  make  for  progress  and  good  government. 
Dr.  Dougherty  needs  no  introduction  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Princess  Anne  and  vicinity,  for  lrere  he  was 
born  and  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  our  excellent 
public  schools  he  received  the  foundations  of  his 
later-acquired  knowledge.  He  is  heart  and  soul 
in  sympathy  with  whatever  affects  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  is  truly  patriotic  in  spirit. 

Born  November  8,  1869,  James  F.  Dougherty 
is  a son  of  Z.  James  and  Adelia  (Henry)  Dough- 
erty, whose  family  numbered  three  children. 
With  his  brothers  and  sisters  the  lad  passed  his 
happy  boyhood  in  Princess  Anne,  and  when  he 
arrived  at  the  dignity  of  six  years  was  admitted 
to  the  primary  department  of  the  local  schools. 
Subsequently  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  until  he  was  about  seventeen,  when  he 
took  a course  of  instruction  under  a private  tutor. 
Then  he  went  into  his  father’s  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  a short  time,  but,  having  made  up  his 
mind  to  become  a member  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Baltimore.  In  the  spring  of  1895  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and,  return- 
ing to  Princess  Anne,  was  taken  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  Rufus  W.  Dashiell.  He  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  practice  and  is  doing  well. 
He  is  a member  of  Manokin  Lodge  No.  106, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  this  place,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  and  with 
the  Red  Men.  Religiously  he  is  connected  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Z.  James  Dougherty,  father  of  the  doctor,  was 
one  of  the  ten  children  of  John  and  Esther  (Wain- 
wright)  Dougherty,  both  natives  of  Wicomico 
County.  The  mother  died  when  in  her  fifty- 
seventh  year.  The  father  was  a wealthy  agri- 
culturist and  owned  large  tracts  of  improved 
land.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
Z.  James  Dougherty  commenced  clerking  in  a 
general  store  when  he  was  about  twenty  years 
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old,  in  Princess  Anne,  and  continued  in  a similar 
position  until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  I11  1865, 
when  financial  affairs  were  beginning  to  resume 
a healthy  basis,  he  embarked  in  business  upon 
his  own  account  here,  and  has  since  conducted  a 
general  supply  store.  For  the  first  five  years  he 
had  a partner,  but  for  nearly  thirty  years  he  has 
been  alone  in  his  enterprise.  He  is  a Democrat, 
but  has  never  been  a politician  or  desirous  of 
holding  office.  He  married  Adelia  Henry,  of 
Worcester  County,  and  they  have  three  children: 
James  F.,  Ellen  Myers  and  Bredelle  H. 


IFUT.  HENRY  COOKE  TILGHMAN. 
Notwithstanding  the  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  he  is  still 
affectionately  remembered,  not  alone  by  the 
immediate  members  of  his  family,  but  also  by 
those  who  were  associated  with  him  in  life,  by 
those  who  came  within  the  circle  of  his  friendship 
and  by  those  to  whom  his  sympathy,  counsel  and 
help  had  been  given  in  time  of  need.  Much  of 
his  life  was  spent  at  sea,  as  a lieutentant  in  the 
United  States  navy,  but  delicate  health  finally 
induced  him  to  abandon  his  seafaring  life  and 
return  to  land.  His  last  years  were  spent  at  his 
home  in  Easton  district,  Talbot  County,  where 
his  family  still  reside. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  at  the  Her- 
mitage in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md. , in  1809. 
He  was  a son  of  Richard  Cooke  Tilghman,  a 
native  of  Baltimore  and  a grandson  of  Richard 
Tilghman,  who  was  also  born  at  the  Hermitage. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  ran  away  and  went  to 
sea,  beginning  before  the  mast,  but  working  his 
way  from  one  position  to  another  until  he  was 
finally  made  lieutenant.  On  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1839,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Milcha  M.  Skinner,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Skinner,  of  Talbot  County,  and  a descendant  of 
Elder  Brewster,  a leader  of  the  pilgrims  on  the 
famous  Mayflower,  and  a picture  of  whom  may 
be  seen  in  the  captitol  at  Washington.  Fair- 
view,  on  Miles  River,  is  one  of  the  old  and  noted 


estates  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  it  having  been 
granted  to  the  Skinners  b}r  Lord  Baltimore.  It 
remained  in  the  family  of  the  wife  of  Lieutenant 
Tilghman  until  all  the  children  of  Andrew 
Skinner  were  married. 

After  his  marriage  Lieutenant  Tilghman  settled 
at  Riverslie,  an  estate  that  belonged  to  his 
wife  and  comprised  two  hundred  and  six  acres 
lying  in  Easton  district.  Here  he  resided,  en- 
gaged in  managing  the  cultivation  of  the  place, 
until  his  earth  life  was  ended,  February  19, 
1880.  He  did. not  take  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  but  kept  posted  concerning  the  problems 
before  the  people,  and  in  politics  gave  his  ad- 
herence to  the  Democratic  party.  With  his 
family  he  attended  services  at  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  now 
living:  Elizabeth,  who  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead; Louisa  T.,  wife  of  William  Carroll,  of 
Baltimore  County;  Fannie,  wife  of  Robert  Huff, 
of  Baltimore;  Sophia,  who  married  Powell  Holli- 
day, of  Key  West,  Fla.;  Susan  Tilghman,  at 
home;  and  Millie  M.,  wife  of  John  L.  Pascault, 
who  carries  on  the  old  homestead  in  Talbot 
County.  Mrs.  Tilghman,  with  her  two  daughters 
and  son-in-law,  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 


THE  FIRST  HOME  of  the  Tilghmans  in 
this  country  was  given  the  name  of  “The  Hermit- 
age’’ by  the  “emigrant,’’  Richard  Tilghman, 
surgeon,  who  settled  there  upon  coming  from 
London,  England,  in  1660.  The  site  is  a beautiful 
one,  presenting,  as  it  does,  an  extensive  view  of 
the  Chester  River.  A narrow  strip  of  water, 
known  as  Earle’s  Creek,  lies  to  the  right,  separ- 
ated by  a long,  narrow  field  from  the  river.  In 
front,  and  running  well  to  the  left,  is  Tilghman’s 
Creek,  while  below  these,  and  reaching  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  see,  flows  Chester  River. 

The  present  house  is  a plain  modern  structure, 
erected  in  1859  by  the  late  Richard  Cooke  Tilgh- 
man, Jr.,  to  replace  the  home  of  the  “emigrant,” 
which  was  burned  down  in  1832,  during  the  life- 
time of  the  last  of  the  direct  line,  Col.  Richard 
Tilghman.  A wing  of  the  original  house  still 
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remains  and  bears  witness  to  its  great  age.  The 
grant  for  four  hundred  acres,  bearing  date  of  1658, 
and  signed  by  Charles  Calvert,  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family,  together  with  a very 
quaint  old  volume  of  family  records,  brought  from 
England  by  the  “emigrant”  and  written,  for  the 
most  part,  in  Court-Latin.  There  are  also  subse- 
quent parchment  deeds,  whose  ink  has  so  paled  as 
to  render  them  almost  undecipherable. 

The  chief  interest  now  attaching  to  the  Her- 
mitage, aside  from  its  beauty  of  situation,  and 
paramount  thereto,  is  the  old  family  graveyard. 
Here  lies  Richard  Tilghman,  surgeon,  who  died 
in  1675,  and  by  his  side,  Maria  Foxley,  his  wife, 
and  their  children  and  grandchildren  unto  the 
third  and  fourth  generation  and  beyond:  Richard 
and  Anna  Maria  Lloyd,  his  wife;  Richard  and 
Susanna  Frisby,  his  wife;  and  again,  Richard 
(commonly  called  “the  colonel”)  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife.  This  last  Richard  was  the  fourth  of  the 
name.  Surviving  his  only  son,  he  left  the 
Hermitage  to  the  son  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  William 
Cooke.  This  nephew,  adding  Tilghman  to  his 
name,  became  Richard  Cooke-Tilghman,  and 
founder  of  the  branch  known  as  the  Cooke-Tilgh- 
luans. 

At  his  death,  these  broad  acres,  many  times 
multiplied  since  the  first  grant,  were  divided 
among  his  five  surviving  sons:  William,  Richard, 
Henry,  James  and  John,  the  second  son,  Richard 
Cooke-Tilghman,  Jr.,  getting  the  home  place. 
For  one  reason  or  another,  all  were  obliged  to 
part  with  their  patrimony,  save  the  said  Rich- 
ard Cooke-Tilghman,  Jr.  He  married  his  first 
cousin,  Elizabeth  Cooke  Williams,  and  died  in 
1879,  without  children,  leaving  the  Hermitage 
to  his  wife.  She  dying  eleven  years  after,  left  it 
to  her  brother,  Otho  Holland  Williams,  the  pres- 
ent owner,  who  makes  it  his  home.  Thus,  for 
the  second  time  it  passed  to  the  female  line.  It 
will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Williams  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Richard  Cooke  Tilghman  the 
second,  though  of  different  names,  bear  the  same 
relationship  to  the  last  of  the  direct  line,  both 
being  grand-nephews  of  Col.  Richard  Tilgh- 
man. Mr.  Williams’  mother,  Susan  Frisb)^ 
Cooke,  was  a niece  of  Colonel  Tilghman,  and  a 


sister  of  Richard  Cooke,  who  took  his  uncle’s 
name  when  made  his  heir.  Their  father,  Will- 
iam Cooke,  married  Elizabeth  Tilghman,  sister 
of  the  colonel,  and  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Susan  Frisby  Tilghman.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a dis- 
tinguished lawyer  and  resident  for  many  years  in 
Annapolis,  Md.,  where,  because  of  his  Tory 
proclivities,  he  was  for  a time  forbidden  to  prac- 
tice. Of  English  parentage,  he  studied  law  in  the 
Temple,  and  among  the  few  relics  now  at  the 
Hermitage  are  the  table  and  chair  used  by  him 
when  a student  in  London. 


ILLIAM  M.  COOPER,  secretary  of  the 
Wicomico  Building  and  Loan  Association 
and  assistant  editor  of  the  Salisbury  Adver- 
tiser, is  one  of  the  energetic  and  progressive  young 
business  men  of  Salisbury.  He  gives  his  atten- 
tion largely  to  his  duties  as  secretary  of  the  build- 
ing and  loan  association,  which  he  aided  in 
organizing  in  1894  and  of  which  he  was  a charter 
member,  having  since  officiated  as  secretary  and 
one  of  the  directors.  In  addition  to  this  enter- 
prise, which  is  proving  of  great  value  to  the 
citizens  of  Salisbury,  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Cooper  Brothers,  dealers  in  general  mer- 
chandise at  Mardela  Springs,  and  besides  his 
other  interests  he  owns  a farm  in  Wicomico 
County. 

On  his  father’s  farm  in  Barren  Creek  district, 
Wicomico  County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  April  7,  1863,  being  the  second  son  of 
Lambert  H.  and  Martha  Washington  (Bradley) 
Cooper,  also  natives  of  this  county.  When  a boy 
he  was  a pupil  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood  and  afterward  entered  the 
Maryland  Military  Academy  at  Oxford,  Md., 
where  he  remained  a student  from  1885  to  1887. 
September  5,  1887,  he  came  to  Salisbury  to 
accept  a position  as  assistant  editor  of  the  Salis- 
bury Advertiser , and  here  he  remained  until 
February,  1892.  He  then  went  south  and  for  a 
short  time  was  in  Cullman,  Ala.,  but  the  prospects 
there  were  not  flattering  and  he  returned  to 
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Maryland,  spending  a short  time  in  Baltimore  as 
an  employe  on  the  Baltimore  Sun.  With  a view 
to  settling  in  the  northwest,  he  went  to  Duluth, 
Minn.,  but  after  a short  time  there  he  became 
convinced  that  Maryland  offered  as  good  oppor- 
tunities as  any  other  state,  so  he  returned  here. 
He  resumed  work  as  assistant  editor  of  the  Adver- 
tiser in  August,  1893,  and  has  since  held  this 
position,  in  addition  to  carrying  on  the  other 
interests  already  mentioned.  In  religious  belief 
he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  politically  he  is  inde- 
pendent. 


HENRY  HUBBERT  is  a very  successful  busi- 
ness man  and  farmer  of  Dorchester  County, 
his  postoffice  address  being  Williamsburg. 
He  was  born  upon  the  old  homestead  where  he 
now  has  his  place  of  abode,  and  has  had  the  re- 
sponsibility of  its  management  ever  since  his 
eighteenth  year.  Altogether  he  owns  about  four 
hundred  acres  in  one  continuous  body,  but  di- 
vided for  convenience  into  four  farms.  He  per- 
sonally supervises  the  whole  property,  and  is 
constantly  increasing  its  value  by  substantial 
improvements  and  buildings  which  he  deems 
necessary  for  the  achievement  of  the  best  results. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Hubbert  took  place  in  1839, 
his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Ann  M.  (Coey) 
Hubbert.  The  father  was  born  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Williamsburg  in  1803,  and  in  youth 
learned  the  carpenter’s  and  cabinetmaker’s  trade 
and  also  that  of  ship-building.  Later  in  life  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  was  very  well 
prospered  in  this  line  of  occupation.  To  himself 
and  wife  there  were  born  six  children:  Joseph, 
of  Hurlock;  Martha,  who  married  Matthew 
Marine;  Peter,  since  deceased;  Henry;  Angeline; 
and  Irene,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Felter. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Michael  Hubbert,  whose  wife  was  a Mrs.  Payne, 
a widow  before  their  marriage.  He  was  probably 
a native  of  this  county,  and  the  land  that  was 
formerly  in  his  possession  was  bought  by  our 


subject  in  1890,  and  upon  it  is  still  standing  the 
old  mill,  since  rebuilt,  which  he  erected  in  the 
last  century. 

Henry  Hubbert  was  trained  from  his  boyhood 
in  the  proper  methods  of  farming  and  is  thor- 
oughly posted  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
subject.  He  acquired  a good  business  education 
in  the  common  schools,  amply  sufficient  for  his 
needs  in  after  life,  and  has  added  to  his  stock  of 
information  by  the  powers  of  observation  and 
experience.  He  has  four  barns  and  a mill  upon 
his  four  homesteads,  besides  numerous  other 
sheds  and  farm  buildings  and  his  pretty  resi- 
dence. He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  collector  of  taxes  in  his  own 
district. 

I11  the  year  1879  Mr.  Hubbert  married  Mary 
J.  Gambrill,  a daughter  of  Darius  Gambrill, 
and  they  have  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
named  in  order  of  birth,  Hattie,  Frank  H.,  Orra, 
Dorsey,  Eva  and  Elmer.  They  are  bright,  in- 
teresting young  people,  of  whom  their  parents 
have  reason  to  be  proud,  and  are  sure  to  make 
their  way  in  the  world  and  secure  a place  of 
esteem  and  influence. 


ETER  W.  SULLIVAN  is  one  of  the  most 
thrifty  farmers  of  the  eighth  district  of  Car- 
oline County,  and  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  neat  and  tasty  appearance  of  everything  about 
his  fine  homestead.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  small 
fruits  and  a general  line  of  grain,  etc.,  and  has 
some  good  stock  upon  the  place.  He  was  born 
on  this  farm  and  in  the  identical  house  which  now 
shelters  his  family,  and  here  his  entire  life,  nearly 
forty  years,  has  been  spent. 

Peter  Sullivan,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a native  of  Caroline  County  and  an  agriculturist 
by  occupation.  When  he  had  arrived  at  mature 
years  he  married  Mary  Warren,  who  was  born 
and  reared  to  womanhood  in  this  locality,  and 
they  had  three  children  whom  they  brought  up 
to  adult  age.  One  of  the  daughters,  Eliza,  mar- 
ried Henry  Culver,  of  this  county;  and  another 
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daughter,  Tansy  J.,  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Smith,  who  lives  near  American  Corners,  in  this 
district. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  Peter  Sullivan,  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article,  is  Janu- 
ary 3,  i860.  Whenever  he  could  do  so  in  his 
boyhood  he  attended  the  common  schools  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  and  he  earty 
learned  all  the  duties  of  a farmer.  He  fell  heir 
to  the  old  home  place  about  1886  and  has  since 
managed  it  with  success.  There  are  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  acres  within  its  boundaries,  all 
well  improved  and  under  cultivation.  The  owner 
takes  great  interest  in  matters  of  politics,  and 
votes  on  behalf  of  the  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

January  6,  1886,  Mr.  Sullivan  chose  as  the 
future  sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  a lady  who 
has  been  a true  helpmate  to  him  from  that  day 
to  this.  Her  maiden  name  was  Clara  Roach,  her 
father  being  Henry  Roach,  of  Seaford,  Del.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  become  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.: 
Harry,  Nettie,  Howard  and  Nellie,  all  bright, 
interesting  children. 


APT.  SAMUEL  M.  TRAVERS,  deceased, 
formerly  a much-respected  resident  of  the 
fourth  district,  was  a man  of  exceptional 
ability  and  great  force  of  character.  Starting  out 
in  the  battle  of  life  a poor  boy  he  made  his  own 
way  from  the  time  he  was  twelve,  and  single- 
handed  won  a victory  over  circumstances  that 
was  unusually  distinctive.  After  a very  busy  and 
checkered  career,  most  of  his  years  spent  upon 
the  briny  deep,  with  experiences  of  a startling 
nature,  and  many  voyages  made  to  foreign  ports, 
he  at  length,  in  the  evening  of  life,  settled  down 
to  the  peaceful,  uneventful  life  of  a farmer.  He 
was  a firm  ally  of  the  Democracjq  and  was  the 
commander  of  the  state  fisheries  for  a period  of 
three  years. 

Capt.  John  Travers,  father  of  the  above,  was  a 
native  of  this  district,  and  here  had  his  home. 


He  wTas  away  upon  the  ocean,  however,  sailing 
upon  long  voyages  for  the  main  portion  of  each 
year,  and  was  master  of  a vessel  several  years. 
In  charge  of  the  ship  he  went  to  the  numerous 
islands  of  the  West  Indies,  taking  and  bringing 
cargoes  to  and  from  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  etc.,  and 
at  last  lost  his  life  at  sea,  about  1820,  from  the 
capsizing  of  his  ship.  His  wife  was  a Miss 
Geoghegan,  who  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Capt.  S.  M.  Travers  was  born  soon  after  the 
final  victory  of  the  American  troops  over  those  of 
the  mother  country  in  the  war  of  1812-14.  The 
date  of  his  birth  was  June  3,  1815,  and  he  was 
but  five  years  old  when  his  father’s  death  took 
place.  The  love  of  the  sea  was  strong  within 
him,  notwithstanding,  and  he  was  scarcely  twelve 
when  he  shipped  before  the  mast  on  a vessel  of 
which  his  uncle,  Samuel  Travers,  was  the  master. 
This  was  a ship  which  plied  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
and  for  three  years  the  lad  sailed  between  the 
chief  ports  along  these  shores,  learning  in  the 
meantime  all  of  the  duties  and  requirements  of 
the  life.  When  he  was  fifteen  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Capt.  Hicks  Travers,  who  was  engaged 
in  trade  along  the  bay,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  was  himself  placed  in  command  of  a vessel 
belonging  to  James  Hooper,  of  Baltimore,  that 
sailed  back  and  forth  to  the  West  Indies,  for  the 
next  seven  years.  He  left  that  employ  to  enter 
the  service  of  a Scotch  importer,  a Mr.  Rogers, 
as  captain  of  the  bark  Francis  Partridge.  Dur- 
ing the  eight  years  that  followed  while  he  sailed 
that  vessel  he  was  engaged  in  the  coffee  trade  and 
also  dealt  in  hides  and  horns  in  Uruguay,  South 
America.  Subsequently  he  went  to  the  island  of 
St.  Thomas  (belonging  to  Denmark)  and  entered 
into  a partnership,  the  firm  being  styled  Travers 
& Spaulding,  and  for  some  six  or  eight  years 
conducted  a ship-chandler’s  supply  store  on  that 
island.  The  captain  prospered  in  his  new  ven- 
ture, and,  selling  out,  returned  to  this,  his  native 
county,  and  bought  a farm  on  the  western  side  of 
the  mouth  of  Slaughter  Creek  (the  farm  now  in 
the  possession  of  his  son  Harry) . Here,  within 
sound  of  the  sea  he  had  always  loved  so  well,  he 
passed  his  remaining  years  and  died  September  2, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  At  one 
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time  he  was  connected  with  the  Masonic  order, 
but  was  not  active  in  the  same  in  later  years.  He 
left  an  estate  valued  at  about  $10,000,  the  result 
of  his  industrious,  well-applied  energy  along 
strictly  legitimate  lines  of  business. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  captain  married 
Catherine  A.  Carpenter,  who  died  March  22, 
1888,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  her  age.  She 
left  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz. : Samuel  C. , 
a farmer  of  this  district;  Harry,  who  owns  the 
old  homestead,  and  is  justly  considered  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  and  fruit  growers  of  this 
community;  William  C.,  also  an  agriculturist  of 
this  district;  and  Margaret  E. , who  makes  her 
home  with  her  brother  Plarry  in  the  summer  and 
lives  in  Baltimore  in  the  winter.  Harry  Travers 
married,  April  27,  1893,  Mrs.  Ella  G.  Phillips,  of 
Baltimore.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 


OHN  R.  NEILD,  a prosperous  agriculturist 
of  Dorchester  County,  is  now  operating  the 
old  homestead  in  the  ninth  district,  formerly 
the  property  of  his  father,  and  dwells  in  the  old 
home  which  was  built  as  early  as  1800.  In 
addition  to  managing  the  farm  he  has  invest- 
ments in  lumber,  fine  farm  land,  etc.,  and  dis- 
plays unusual  ability  in  his  varied  enterprises. 
Though  in  his  home  farm  there  are  but  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres,  he  is  the  fortunate 
owner  of  nearly  nine  hundred  acres  altogether. 
In  the  matter  of  politics  he  votes  for  the  candi- 
dates of  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  not  a poli- 
tician, and  has  never  yet  been  induced  to  accept 
office.  He  finds  that  his  time  is  fully  taken  up 
with  his  own  business  affairs,  and  though  he 
believes  in  performing  all  of  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon  him  as  a citizen,  he  has  no  desire 
to  enter  the  arena  of  public  life. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  this  locality  and  was 
reared  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Woolford. 
His  birth  occurred  July  10,  1830,  and  he  is  the 
only  survivor  of  a family  of  twelve  sons  and 
daughters  whose  parents  were  Hugh  and  Eliza- 
beth (Fooks)  Neild,  The  father  was  born  near 


here,  in  what  was  then  called  Milton,  July  3,  1792, 
and  passed  his  whole  life  in  this  community.  He 
was  a farmer  and  ship-builder  and  for  years  was 
a merchant  in  Milton,  in  which  town  his  death 
occurred  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
Though  he  was  a man  of  noble  and  righteous 
life,  one  who  loved  God  and  his  fellow-men,  he 
never  joined  a church  organization.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  and  was  a magistrate  here  for  a great 
many  years,  giving  universal  satisfaction  in  the 
manner  that  he  met  the  requirements  of  that 
office.  He  was  a son  of  one  Abraham  Neild, 
who  left  England  and  came  to  America  to  found 
a new  home,  and  settled  near  Milton,  where  he 
owned  land,  and  was  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  ship-building.  He  was  a wealthy  and  influ- 
ential man  of  these  parts  in  his  day,  and  was  the 
proprietor  of  large  estates  and  many  slaves. 
Hugh  Neild  was  married  three  times,  his  first 
wife  having  been  a Miss  Wheeler,  who  died  in 
young  womanhood  and  left  no  children.  After 
the  death  of  our  subject’s  mother,  his  father  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  A.  Rea.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Neild  was  a sweet  Christian  lad}^  and 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church. 

John  R.  Neild  was  a youth  of  about  sixteen 
years  when  his  mother  died.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  town  of 
Milton  (since  called  Woolford)  until  he  was 
ready  for  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  when 
he  left  home  and  was  a student  for  four  years  in 
Dickinson  College,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.  Having 
graduated  in  1852  he  returned  to  his  native 
place,  and  has  since  pursued  the  occupations  of 
farming,  merchandising  and  dealing  in  lumber. 
From  the  very  beginning  of  his  business  career 
he  manifested  the  qualities  of  perseverance,  forti- 
tude and  well-applied  industry,  which  have  made 
him  a rich  man. 

February  16,  1859,  Mr.  Neild  and  Hester  A. 
Neal  were  united  in  marriage.  Her  father, 
Outerbridge  H.  Neal,  was  a prominent  citizen  of 
Delaware,  and  she  was  born  in  that  state. 
Eleven  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  our 
subject  and  wife,  viz.:  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  W. 

W.  Harrington;  William  H.,  of  this'place;  Nicey 
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A.,  wife  of  James  W.  Brook,  Jr.;  Nora  Belle, 
deceased;  M.  Estelle,  wife  of  James  Guy  Vane; 
John  R.,  Jr. , of  Taylor’s  Island;  Bertie  J.,  wife 
of  Charles  Asplin;  Cina  L.,  at  home;  Outerbridge 
H.,  Alton  B.  and  Harry  G.,  all  with  their  parents 
at  home.  The  family  are  attendants  upon  the 
services  of  the  local  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  much  respected  members  of  the  commun- 
ity in  which  they  dwell. 


ILLIAM  T.  ANDERSON,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  native  sons  of  Kent  County,  and 
for  years  one  of  her  most  honored  and 
respected  citizens.  A man  of  exemplary  life  and 
sterling  qualities,  he  always  strove  to  do  his  whole 
duty  towards  his  fellow-men  and  to  follow  the 
teachings  of  the  golden  rule  in  his  daily  round  of 
labor.  His  associates  and  neighbors  were  ever 
his  friends  and  well-wishers,  and  now  that  he 
has  passed  from  his  old  familiar  place  among 
them,  his  memory  will  be  cherished  fondly.  He 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Protestant  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  served  the  congregation  with 
which  he  was  identified  for  j'ears  as  a trustee, 
and  in  many  other  ways  showed  his  sympathy 
with  the  grand  work  of  the  church  and  his  ear- 
nest desire  to  promote  religious  progress.  He  was 
one  who  counted  his  own  gain  and  worldly  suc- 
cess as  a secondarjr  matter  to  the  general  good, 
and  his  neighbors’  prosperity  as  a thing  more  to 
be  wished  for  than  his  own. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Anderson  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  March,  1838,  in  this  county,  and  with- 
in its  borders  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life 
passed  uneventfully  upon  a farm.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  his  father  died,  and  the  lad  went 
to  reside  with  an  uncle  in  Cecil  County.  He  at- 
tended school  and  became  initiated  into  the  hard 
and  arduous  routine  of  agriculture  in  the  follow- 
ing years.  When  he  had  attained  his  majority 
he  returned  to  Kent  County  and  rented  a farm 
in  the  fourth  district,  and  upon  this  homestead 
he  continued  to  dwell  as  long  as  he  lived.  He 


was  an  industrious,  persevering  farmer,  and  made 
a fair  livelihood  for  himself  and  family,  educated 
his  children  and  gave  them  good  advantages,  and 
was  never  too  poor  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  the 
need)'  and  unfortunate  who  came  to  him  for  aid. 
Death  stilled  his  noble,  kindly  heart  forever  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1897,  and  he  was  tenderly  placed  to 
rest  in  the  quiet  cemetery,  to  await  the  last 
trumpet. 

I11  November,  1867,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  An- 
derson and  Mary  J.  Stephens  took  place  in 
Kent  County.  She  was  born  in  Baltimore  and 
there  spent  twelve  years  attending  the  primary 
schools  of  that  city.  Then  she  removed  to  this 
locality  with  her  parents  and  grew  to  maturity  in 
the  third  district  upon  a farm.  Three  daughters 
and  a son  were  born  to  our  subject  and  wife,  their 
names  in  order  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Emma 

J.,  Carrie  S.,  Thomas  S.  and  Jane  D.  They 
have  been  given  a good  general  education  and 
are  thus  qualified  to  venture  forth  and  fight  the 
battles  of  life.  They  are  bright,  popular  young 
people  and  have  hosts  of  warm  friends  in  this 
section.  Mrs.  Anderson  is  a devoted  mother, 
one  whose  every  thought  is  for  the  success  and 
happiness  of  her  children.  She  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 


» 


OHN  RICHARD  BENTON,  M.  D.  In  the 
suburbs  of  the  village  of  Stevensville,  on 
Kent  Island,  may  be  noticed  the  beautiful 
home  of  Dr.  Benton,  called  Medical  Hill.  Here 
his  leisure  hours  are  spent  and  here,  too,  much  of 
his  time  is  devoted  to  professional  research,  for 
he  continues  to  be  a close  student  of  his  profes- 
sion. In  addition  to  his  general  practice  he  holds 
the  office  of  county  health  physician,  to  which 
position  he  was  appointed  in  1896.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  and  Cliirurgical  Faculty  of 
Maryland,  in  the  work  of  which  organization  he 
takes  a deep  interest,  as,  indeed,  he  does  in  all 
organizations  relating  to  the  science  of  medicine. 


ALFRED  KEMP. 
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The  first  of  the  Benton  family  to  locate  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County  was  the  doctor's  grand- 
father, James  Benton,  a native  of  Anne  Arundel 
County  and  for  years  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  Kent  Island.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Richard  Benton,  was  born  on  the  island  in  1814 
and  grew  to  manhood  here.  For  his  life  work 
he  chose  farming  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
successfully  for  many  years.  By  his  marriage  to 
Sarah  E.  Bryan,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bryan,  he 
had  six  children,  namely:  George  R.,  who  died 
unmarried,  July  31,  1885,  aged  thirty-one  years; 
John  R. ; Joseph,  who  died  April  17,  1886,  aged 
twenty-six  years,  leaving  an  only  child,  George 
R. ; Luther  B. , a pharmacist  residing  in  Baltimore; 
Sarah  C.,  who  married  Prof.  Edward  F.  Taylor, 
of  Virginia,  and  died  May  25,  1895,  aged  thirty 
years;  and  Minnie,  who  married  Prof.  Edward  F. 
Taylor,  of  Baltimore,  in  1897. 

After  completing  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools,  our  subject  became  a student  in  the  state 
normal  school  at  Baltimore,  and  later  he  taught 
school  for  three  years.  This  was  done  in  order 
to  gain  the  funds  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of 
his  medical  studies.  In  1880  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, from  which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 
’83,  passing  the  competitive  examination  that 
gave  him  a position  in  the  University  hospital. 
He  had  access  to  all  the  hospitals  of  the  city  and 
in  that  way  gained  valuable  information  along 
different  lines  of  the  practice.  The  knowledge 
acquired  by  his  experience  in  these  hospitals  was 
of  a most  practical  nature,  and  has  helped  him  in 
his  later  professional  practice. 

Until  her  death,  which  occurred  November  8, 
1896,  in  her  seventy-first  year,  the  doctor’s  mother 
kept  house  for  him;  she  was  a devoted  and  life- 
long Christian.  January  14,  1897,  he  married  Miss 
Alice  G. , daughter  of  James  Bateman  Hopkins. 
She  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church.  Politically  the  doctor  is  a Democrat, 
high  in  party  councils,  and  from  1890  to  1894 
served  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  state  cen- 
tral committee.  He  is  a member  of  the  Home  Fo- 
rum at  Kent  Island.  The  success  which  Dr.  Benton 
has  attained  is  due  to  his  unaided  exertions.  He 


began  without  capital,  but  has  worked  his  way  to 
a position  of  prominence,  both  as  a skillful  phy- 
sician and  as  a successful  business  man. 


LFRED  KEMP.  After  having  devoted 
some  years  to  business  pursuits,  Mr.  Kemp, 
in  the  spring  of  1897,  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Trappe  district,  Talbot  County,  where  he  now 
superintends  the  cultivation  of  the  one  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  acres  comprising  the  property. 
Besides  this  place,  he  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  in  another  farm  and  sixty  acres  of 
woodland,  making  the  total  amount  of  his  pos- 
sessions four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres. 
With  local  affairs,  too,  he  has  been  intimately 
identified,  notably  with  the  Trappe  creamery 
company,  of  which  he  has  been  president  since 
its  organization. 

In  the  village  of  Trappe  Mr.  Kemp  was  born 
in  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Samuel  T.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hardcastle)  Kemp,  natives  of  Talbot 
County,  Md.,  and  here  he  received  a public  school 
education.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
Baltimore  and  began  to  work  in  Ross  Wynan’s 
machine  shop,  where  he  was  employed  for  one 
year  and  three  months.  On  his  return  to  Trappe 
he  became  clerk  in  the  store  of  Kemp  & Lloyd, 
with  whom  he  remained  about  two  years.  In 
i860  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
himself  in  Trappe,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Dellehay,  Kemp  & Co. , but  the  following  year 
withdrew  from  the  partnership  and  removed  to 
Bolinbroke,  where  he  remained  until  1864.  On 
again  coming  back  to  Trappe  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Mullikin  & Kemp, 
and  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1867 
he  continued  in  business  alone.  Selling  out  the 
store  in  1870,  he  went  to  Houston,  Tex.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a cotton  house  for  fourteen 
months.  From  that  time  until  1890  he  was 
cashier  of  the  Houston  & Texas  Central  Rail- 
road at  Houston  Station.  Leaving  Texas  in  1890, 
he  returned  to  Trappe,  where  he  lived  ip  retire- 
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ment  from  business  until  1897,  and  then  settled 
upon  the  farm  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kemp  in  1891  united 
him  with  Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Naylor,  daughter  of 
Col.  William  R.  and  Lydia  L.  (Carter)  Hughett, 
natives  of  Maryland.  One  child,  Samuel  T., 
blesses  the  union.  Mr.  Kemp  has  never  eared  to 
actively  identify  himself  with  politics,  as  his 
tastes  do  not  lie  in  that  direction.  However,  as 
a public-spirited  citizen,  he  keeps  posted  concern- 
ing the  questions  before  the  people.  In  political 
belief  he  favors  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


HENRY  CLAY  CONNAWAY,  who  is  serving 
creditably  as  postmaster  of  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin, having  been  appointed  to  that  position 
by  President  McKinley  in  1897,  has  been  an  en- 
thusiastic Republican  since  he  received  the  right 
of  franchise.  He  is  a veteran  of  the  late  Civil  war, 
in  which  he  fought  in  defense  of  the  Union  and 
those  principles  instilled  into  his  mind  from  child- 
hood— principles  of  equalit)',  freedom  and  justice 
to  all,  without  race  limitations.  He  is  a man  of 
public  spirit  and  takes  an  active  part  in  whatever 
concerns  the  welfare  of  his  community. 

Born  in  Berlin  in  1844,  our  subject  is  a son  of 
Noah  and  Louisa  Connaway,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  Peter  Blizzard.  The  parents  were  both  born 
and  reared  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  after 
their  marriage  the}^  removed  to  the  vicinty  of 
Berlin.  However,  they  soon  became  homesick 
and  returned  to  the  scenes  and  friends  of  their  youth 
in  Delaware.  When  they  were  well  along  in 
years  they  once  more  came  to  Berlin  and  settled 
down,  here  to  pass  their  declining  years,  and  both 
died  here.  Of  their  family  Margaret  married 
William  P.  Jones,  of  Delaware,  and  is  now  a 
widow;  Edward  died  in  childhood;  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  Bolivan  Williams,  of  Berlin;  Sophia  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  F.  Miller,  of  Philadelphia. 

When  but  seventeen  years  of  age  the  patriotic 
impulses  of  the  subject  of  this  article  could  no 
longer  be  restrained  and  he  tendered  his  service, 
and  life,  if  need  be,  to  his  country.  He  enlisted 


in  1861  in  Company  G,  Maryland  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  George  S.  Merrill  and  Col. 
William  H.  Purnell.  His  first  duties  were  along 
the  Eastern  Shore,  but  he  was  finally  ordered, 
with  his  company,  to  join  General  Banks.  He 
served  in  the  Virginia  campaign  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  He  remained  at 
his  post  until  late  in  1862,  when  he  returned 
home,  and  afterwards  he  was  for  some  time  in  the 
government  employ  (army)  in  the  states  of  Geor- 
gia, Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

Commencing  his  business  career  with  nothing 
but  the  natural  talents  he  had  inherited  and  a lib- 
eral education,  Mr.  Connaway  is  the  more  entitled 
to  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  In  the 
year  1866  he  started  out  in  earnest  to  win  his 
own  livelihood  in  the  financial  world.  With  the 
exception  of  the  few  years  mentioned  when  he 
was  in  the  government  employ  in  one  capacity  or 
another,  he  has  always  lived  near  Berlin  and  has 
been  considered  one  of  her  most  reliable  citizens. 
He  now  owns  a good  farm,  which  he  personally 
supervises,  and  also  has  considerable  property  in 
the  town  of  Berlin.  In  a fraternal  way  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Since  his  marriage,  which  event  occurred  in 
1872,  Mr.  Connaway  has  made  his  home  in  the  vil- 
lage. His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Annie  T. 
Quillen,  her  father  being  Thomas  N.  Quillen,  of 
this  place.  In  his  honor  the  eldest  son  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  was  named  Thomas  N.,  and  their 
other  children  are  Henry  Clay,  Jr.,  and  Louisa. 


HON.  HENRY  PAGE,  chief  judge  of  the 
first  judicial  district  of  Maryland,  has  his 
residence  in  the  town  of  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  this  place  during  nearly  all  of  his 
professional  career  and  has  made  a brilliant  record 
for  ability,  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
wise  judgments.  He  was  honored  by  appoint- 
ment to  his  present  high  office  in  August,  1892, 
and  was  elected  by  the  people  to  the  same  posi- 
tion in  November,  1893,  for  a period  of  fifteen 
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years.  In  order  to  accept  the  judgeship  he  re- 
signed his  place  in  congress,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  in  1891.  He  has  been  very  active  in 
the  interests  of  the  Democracy,  and  as  early  as 
1867  was  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  state, 
as  he  was  a member  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  that  year.  In  1870  he  was  elected  state’s 
attorney,  and  during  the  fourteen  years  succeed- 
ing he  won  fame  as  a legal  pleader  and  was 
marked  out  for  yet  greater  responsibilities.  In  1 884 
he  was  nominated  for  the  legislature,  but  was 
defeated  by  four  votes.  This  event  only  caused 
his  friends  to  rally  the  more  strongly  to  his  sup- 
port, and  in  1890  his  name  was  proposed  as  a 
candidate  for  the  house  of  representatives  in  con- 
gress, and  he  was  nominated  and  duly  elected. 
He  is  president  of  the  savings  bank  of  Somerset 
County,  located  in  Princess  Anne,  and  his  influ- 
ence has  frequently  been  of  great  benefit  in  the 
fostering  of  young  industries  and  enterprises 
hereabout,  thus  more  or  less  directly  advancing 
the  general  welfare. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  Mr.  Page,  perhaps  it 
would  be  well  to  state  at  the  beginning  that  his 
name  was  originally  John  Woodland  Crisfield, 
Jr.,  he  being  named  after  his  honored  father, 
whose  biography  and  family  record  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Our  subject 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  June,  1841,  and,  as 
his  mother  died  the  same  day,  the  infant  was 
taken  to  the  heart  and  home  of  his  maternal 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Ann  Page  (?iee  Woodland) , 
who  was  a devoted  foster-mother  to  the  child. 
He  grew  up  under  her  loving  care,  and  remained 
in  her  home  in  Cambridge,  Md.,  much  of  the 
time  until  her  removal  to  Baltimore,  where  she 
died  in  1876.  She  was  the  widow  of  Dr.  Henry 
Page,  of  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County,  Md.,  a prom- 
inent physician  who  died  in  1820,  and  her  ear- 
nest desire  that  her  grandson  should  bear  her 
deceased  husband’s  name  was  finally  complied 
with,  and  by  act  of  legislature  his  name  was 
formally  changed  to  Henry  Page  in  1848.  Her 
only  son  also  was  named  in  honor  of  his  father. 
The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in  a 
boarding  school  which  he  attended  for  six  years, 
at  West  Chester,  Pa.,  and  in  the  University  of 


Virginia,  where  he  was  a student  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war.  With  the  ardor  of  youth  he 
joined  a battalion,  and  was  stationed  at  Harper’s 
Ferry  for  some  six  weeks.  When  the  battalion 
was  disbanded  at  Charlottesville  he  yielded  to 
his  father's  earnest  pleading  and,  greatly  against 
his  own  wishes,  returned  home.  He  read  law 
with  his  father  then  for  a time  and  was  nearly 
two  years  in  the  office  of  William  S.  Waters,  of 
Baltimore.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1864 
and  at  the  end  of  another  year  and  a-half  came  to 
Princess  Anne,  becoming  a partner  of  his  father. 
In  1871  he  withdrew  and  practiced  by  himself 
until  1884,  when  he  and  Joshua  Miles  formed  a 
co-partnership  which  lasted  up  to  the  date  of  Mr. 
Page’s  being  appointed  to  the  bench.  He  has 
practiced  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and  has 
a distinguished  clientage  along  the  Eastern 
Shore.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, belonging  to  Shekinah  Lodge  No.  35,  of 
this  place.  With  his  good  wife  and  family  he  at- 
tends the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

It  was  in  October,  1867,  that  Judge  Page  mar- 
ried Miss  Virginia  W.  Dennis,  of  Worcester  Coun- 
ty, Md.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  W.  Dennis, 
and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children,  viz.:  Julia  E.;  Henry  Page,  M.  D., 
a graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
now  a surgeon  in  the  United  States  army;  Louisa 
J.,  Ann  and  John,  all  at  home. 


™ A.  HIMMELWRIGHT,  who  resides  in  the 
^ seventh  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
_ was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  De- 
cember 17,  1824.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  quite  young  and  the  mother  afterward  re- 
moved with  her  family  near  Spinnerville,  to  her 
father’s  home.  Our  subject  there  worked  in  his 
grandfather’s  flouring  mill  until  seventeen  years 
of  age,  after  which  he  was  employed  as  a farm- 
hand until  1845,  when,  on  the  iotli  of  February, 
he  enlisted  in  the  marine  corps  at  Philadelphia. 
He  served  in  the  navy  yard  under  Maj.  Edward 
Twiggs  until  August,  1845,  and  wag  then  sent  on 
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board  the  sloop-of- war  John  Adams,  at  the  Brook- 
lyn navy  yard,  she  being  then  read}-  to  sail  for 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  relieve  the  Falmouth.  Later 
he  participated  in  the  engagements  of  Tampeci 
and  Tuxpan  and  the  bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz. 
He  was  at  Point  Isabella,  then  went  to  Tobasco, 
and  later  returned  to  VeraCruz,  where  the  troops 
remained  until  the  arrival  of  Brig. -Gen.  Franklin 
Pierce.  They  afterward  went  to  Pueblo,  overtook 
General  Scott,  and  proceeded  to  Contrereras, 
Charubusco  and  San  Antonio,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  El  Mellino  del  Rey.  Later  they 
proceeded  to  Chapultepec,  and  Maj.  Edward 
Twiggs  was  one  of  the  first  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment at  that  place  among  the  troops  of  the  marine 
battalion.  Mr.  Himmelwright  was  also  present 
with  his  command  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
the  City  of  Mexico,  and  remained  in  the  land  of 
Montezuma  until  April  29,  1848,  when  the  forces 
were  marched  back  to  Vera  Cruz  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded on  the  ship  Relief  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
from  there  on  the  steamer  General  Henderson  to 
Washington.  After  a month  spent  in  the  cap- 
ital city  Mr.  Himmelwright  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  He  spent 
a few  months  in  that  city  and  later  went  to  Mil- 
ford Square,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  where  he  taught 
school  for  three  years. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Himmel- 
wright removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  clerking  in  a clothing  store  for  a year. 
Turning  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business,  he 
continued  operations  in  that  line  for  a year,  after 
which  he  was  again  employed  as  a salesman  for  a 
time.  He  continued  in  Philadelphia  until  1855,. 
when  he  came  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and 
since  the  13th  of  April  of  that  year  he  has  resided 
at  his  present  place  of  residence.  From  1867 
until  1874  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  school 
teaching,  but  now  devotes  his  time  and  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  owns  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  home  farm  and  has  altogether 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  constituting  a valu- 
able property. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1855,  Mr.  Himmelwright 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  A.  Book. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  but  only 


two  are  now  living,  namely:  Mary  L-,  wife  of 
Hiram  G.  Tarberton,  a resident  of  the  seventh 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County;  and  Annie  G., 
wife  of  Cooper  Tarberton.  The  other  children 
died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Himmelwright  is  a 
Republican  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  has  the  esteem  of  a large 
circle  of  warm  friends.  From  the  time  when  he 
aided  his  country  in  the  war  with  Mexico  he  has 
been  faithful  and  loyal  to  its  best  interests  and 
has  ever  commanded  the  respect  of  business,  po- 
litical and  social  acquaintances. 


WESLEY  BEAUCHAMP.  Among  the  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  farmers  of  Fair- 
mount  district,  Somerset  County,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  review.  For 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  occupied  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  homestead  formerly  styled  the 
Zell  farm,  he  having  purchased  the  property  in 
1887.  He  owns  in  the  neigborhood  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  valuable  farm  land  and  raises  a gen- 
eral variety  of  crops,  besides  dealing  to  some  ex- 
tent in  live  stock  and  fertilizer. 

A native  of  Westover,  born  in  July,  1859,  our 
subject  is  a son  of  Levin  H.  and  Margaret 
(White)  Beauchamp.  The  father  was  born  and 
reared  in  Dublin  district,  Somerset  County,  but 
resided  in  Westover  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  and  had  a number 
of  slaves  prior  to  the  war.  For  a long  time  he 
was  a merchant  in  Westover,  and  though  a Dem- 
ocrat, was  postmaster  of  the  village  under  the 
administrations  of  Presidents  Hayes  and  Garfield. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  had  ever  known  him.  He 
and  his  good  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  he  being  a trustee  in  the  local 
congregation.  The  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of 
Tubman  White,  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Westover,  and  is  now  in  her  sixty-sev- 
enth year.  Two  of  her  four  children  have  been 
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summoned  to  the  home  beyond,  viz.:  Helen  and 
Frances.  The  two  sons  are  L.  Wesley  and 
Oliver  T. 

In  his  boyhood  our  subject  had  the  advantage 
of  being  trained  in  business  affairs  by  his  father, 
who  was  a man  of  fine  judgment  and  wide  exper- 
ience. After  leaving  the  public  schools  the  youth 
assisted  his  father  in  his  general  store  and  was 
also  of  value  as  a clerk  in  the  postoffice.  When 
he  attained  his  majority  he  left  home  and  from 
that  time  forward  devoted  himself  to  agriculture. 
He  is  a practical  farmer  and  has  made  many  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  his  home  place,  thus 
greatly  increasing  its  value  and  general  desirabil- 
ity. He  is  identified  with  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasophs  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  married  in  January,  1880,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  having  been  Miss  Grace 
Broughton,  daughter  of  Elijah  Broughton,  of 
Kingston.  They  have  a son  and  two  daughters, 
viz.:  Harriet,  Charles  W.  and  Helen.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat. 


NON.  A.  LINCOLN  DRYDEN,  state  senator 
from  Somerset  County,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  public  men  of  his  locality,  and, 
while  still  quite  young  in  years,  has  achieved  a 
success  and  prominence  that  make  him  a con- 
spicuous figure  among  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
Shore.  In  1895  he  was  nominated  for  the  state 
senate  and  received  the  election  by  a majority  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  much  of  his  sup- 
port coming  from  the  white  and  colored  laboring 
classes.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  which  he  has  since  filled  with  effi- 
ciency, his  term  to  run  until  1900. 

In  Fairmount  district,  Somerset  County,  Mr. 
Dryden  was  born  February  18,  1865,  the  son  of 
Littleton  T.  and  Charlotte  E.  (Ford)  Dryden, 
also  natives  of  this  county.  He  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  two  brothers  who  about  1660  emigrated 
from  England  and  settled  on  the  Eastern  Shore, 
the  subsequent  home  of  the  family.  Littleton  T. 
Dryden,  who  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 


life  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  was  for  about  twelve 
years  deputy  United  States  marshal,  also  held  the 
position  of  United  States  commissioner  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
bureau  of  emigration  at  Baltimore.  He  is  a man 
of  superior  ability  and  is  still  strong,  mentally 
and  physically,  though  now  past  sixty  years  of 
age. 

The  first  ten  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
passed  in  Fairmount  district,  after  which  he  re- 
sided in  Crisfield,  where  his  father  engaged  in 
the  crab  and  oyster  business.  He  attended  the 
academy  here,  and  also  the  old  Washington 
Academy,  Princess  Anne,  and  St.  John’s  College 
at  Annapolis.  When  about  through  the  sopho- 
more year  at  St.  John’s,  he  left  that  institution 
and  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle,  Pa., 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  two  years, 
graduating  with  honors.  For  about  a year  he 
was  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  but  not  liking  the  west,  here- 
turned  to  Maryland  and  to  his  old  home  at  Cris- 
field. 

An  advocate  of  Republican  principles,  Mr. 
Dryden  has  often  been  chosen  by  his  party  as 
their  candidate  for  public  offices.  In  1889  he  was 
elected  to  the  house  of  delegates  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  receiving  a majority  of  about  three 
hundred.  After  he  had  served  in  the  legislature 
three  months  he  accepted  the  position  of  assist- 
ant librarian  in  the  navy  department,  which  he 
held  from  1890  until  1893.  In  the  interests  of 
the  library,  then  collecting  statistics  regarding 
the  Civil  war,  he  went  to  Europe,  visiting  Hol- 
land, Belgium,  Bohemia  and  other  countries  in 
an  official  capacity,  and  spending  three  months  in 
searching  for  data  needed  in  his  work.  Since 
his  return  to  this  country  he  has  been  general 
agent  for  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland,  Delaware  and  Virginia. 
In  1894  he  was  nominated  for  congress  on  the 
sixty-second  ballot,  but  in  the  election  was  de- 
feated by  the  Democratic  candidate,  Hon.  Joshua 
W.  Miles,  of  Princess  Anne.  In  the  interests  of 
his  party  he  has  frequently  spoken  on  the  hust- 
ings, where  his  fluency  of  language  and  logical 
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reasoning  have  made  him  popular.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Junior  Order  United 
American  Mechanics,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  As  an  ex- 
horter  he  has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Miss 
Efhe  C.  Venable,  of  this  place,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Ethelyn.  Mrs.  Dryden  is 
the  daughter  of  Seth  and  Susan  A.  (Jones)  Ven- 
able, natives  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased. 


RANCIS  A.  WRIGHTSON,  who  is  now 
living  retired  after  a useful  and  busy  career, 
is  one  of  the  honored  old  citizens  of  Talbot 
County.  He  is  a native  of  Bay  Hundred  district 
and  has  dwelt  within  its  boundaries  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  his  home  having  been  for  nearly 
half  a century  upon  the  farm,  locally  called 
Chance.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  very  act- 
ive in  the  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
served  most  creditably  as  county  commissioner 
for  three  terms  of  two  j^ears  each.  He  has  always 
made  the  welfare  of  others  his  aim  in  life,  and  not 
his  own  selfish  advancement  exclusively.  This 
trait  in  his  character,  together  with  many  another 
noble  quality,  has  won  him  an  enviable  place  in 
the  affections  of  scores  of  old  friends  and  neighbors. 

The  birth  of  Francis  A.  Wrightson  took  place 
eighty-five  years  ago,  in  the  year  1812,  at  which 
time  the  whole  country  was  in  a state  of  great 
concern  over  the  threatened  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. His  parents  were  Francis  and  Mary  Ann 
Wrightson,  natives  of  Talbot  County.  (For  other 
particulars  in  regard  to  the  family  see  sketch  of 
William  L.  Wrightson,  which  is  printed  elsewhere 
in  this  work.)  Until  he  was  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  our  subject  continued  to  devote  his 
energies  to  farming,  but  about  1828  he  went  to 
Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  five  years  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  This 
occupation  he  worked  at  as  a journeyman  several 
years,  and  has  followed  it  to  some  extent  through 
life.  In  1849  he  purchased  the  farm  wheron  he 


still  resides,  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  acres,  and  suitable  for  the  raising  of  general 
crops  common  to  this  climate. 

In  1848  Mr.  Wrightson  married  Ellen  J., 
daughter  of  John  Graham,  of  St.  Michael’s  dis- 
trict. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Charles  T. , 
who  is  in  the  canning  business  in  Easton;  Will- 
iam J.,  of  St.  Michael’s;  Joseph  G.,  deceased, 
formerly  a traveling  salesman;  Mary  F.,  wife  of 
A.  Lowe;  Edward  G. , who  now  has  charge 
of  the  management  of  the  old  farm;  Ada  G. , wife 
of  Frank  Lowe;  Mattie  E.,  wife  of  Capt.  Lloyd 
Tidings,  of  Baltimore;  and  Emma  L. , wife  of  J.  E. 
Shannahan,  of  Easton,  now  deceased.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  a devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  was  a 
lady  of  rare  amiability  and  genuine  sweetness  of 
disposition.  Mr.  Wrightson  is  also  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

G.  Edward,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
1849  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming, 
with  marked  success.  He  was  married  in  1892 
to  Miss  May  Grace,  daughter  of  Thomas  E. 
Grace,  and  two  children  bless  this  union,  namely: 
George  E.  and  May  Grace. 


EORGE  W.  OWENS.  This  gentleman  is 
entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  men  of  Kent 
County,  and  has  for  a number  of  years  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Betterton.  He 
was  born  in  that  place  in  1863,  and  belongs  to  a 
family  of  English  extraction  that  dates  its  resi- 
dence in  America  from  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  His  father,  George  E. 
Owens,  was  a native  of  Baltimore,  but  when 
quite  young  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Kent 
County,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  chief  engineer  on  the 
S.  S.  Savannah. 

For  the  past  thirty  years  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject has  made  his  home  in  Betterton,  and  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  has  materially  aided  in  its 
growth  and  development.  He  has  always  taken 
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an  active  part  in  local  politics,  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  eight 
years  most  acceptably  served  as  postmaster  of 
Betterton.  He  is  a prominent  and  honored 
member  of  the  Order  of  American  Mechanics  and 
also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward,  trustee  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  for  some  time.  He  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

As  a companion  and  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey 
George  E.  Owens  wedded  Mary  A.  Browball,  of 
Kent  County,  and  to  them  have  been  born  eight 
children:  Florence,  now  the  wife  of  William 

Jester;  George  W. , of  this  sketch;  Mary  M.,  wife 
ofj.  W.  Smith;  John  S.,  a clerk  on  the  steamer 
Republic,  running  from  Philadelphia  to  Cape 
May;  Joseph  R.,  a cabin  officer  on  the  Eieksson 
Fine,  running  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia; 
Annie,  Harry  and  Howard. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth,  George  W. 
Owens,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  attended 
the  common  schools  of  Betterton,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  began  learning  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  has  since  successfully  followed. 
Since  1893  he  has  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  account;  and  among  other 
notable  buildings  in  Betterton  he  has  erected  the 
Hotel  Wiltner  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  steeple.  On  all  sides  may  be  seen 
evidences  of  his  handiwork  and  artistic  taste,  and 
he  is  meeting  with  a well-deserved  success  in  his 
chosen  calling. 

In  1889  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Owens  and  Miss  Ida  Reed,  of  Baltimore  City, 
and  they  now  have  two  interesting  children,  T. 
Guy  and  Howard  C.  Dike  his  father,  Mr. 
Owens  is  unswerving  in  his  support  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  in 
1891  for  county  commissioner,  and  although 
defeated  at  that  time  he  was  elected  to  that 
position  in  1895.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  politics,  and  is  proving  a 
most  capable  and  popular  official.  He  is  now  a 
trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 


which  he  holds  membership,  and  has  also  served 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found  up- 
right and  honorable  and  he  therefore  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


AMES  MARCUS  WRIGHT.  That  a great 
deal  may  be  accomplished  by  a young  man 
who  starts  out  in  the  battle  of  life  empty- 
handed  but  with  a strong  purpose  to  succeed,  en- 
ergy well  applied  and  correct  business  principles, 
is  a fact  that  is  constantly  receiving  corroboration, 
in  America  especially,  and  we  find  it  again  exem-, 
plified  in  the  history  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  review.  He  has  risen  from  a poor  and 
humble  position  to  one  of  influence  and  standing 
in  the  community  of  Federalsburg,  Caroline 
County,  entirely  through  the  exercise  of  those 
sterling  qualities  with  which  he  was  naturally  en- 
dowed. Since  1894  he  has  owned  a store  here  in 
which  may  be  found  a general  line  of  hardware 
and  agricultural  implements,  harness,  etc.,  and  in 
addition  to  this,  the  best  varieties  of  lime  and 
phosphate  upon  the  market. 

Born  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Dorchester 
County,  Md. , in  1855,  James  M.  Wright  is  a son 
of  Jabez  and  Mary  Wright.  The  father  was  like- 
wise a native  of  that  county,  and  though  he  be- 
gan his  career  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  finan- 
cially, he  eventually  became  well- off  in  this  world’s 
goods  and  reared  his  children  with  many  advant- 
ages that  he  had  not  himself  enjoyed  in  his  youth. 
They  were  named  as  follows:  Rowena,  James  M., 
Rodolph,  Kennely  J.  and  Alvin  and  Everett, 
twins,  and  Zed.  The  eldest  daughter  married 
James  A.  Nichols;  Rodolph  is  a resident  of 
Morse,  Custer  County,  Idaho;  K.  J.  is  a mer- 
chant of  Hurlock,  Md.;  Alvin  is  a citizen  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  and  Everett  is  a minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  passed  quietly  in 
the  usual  pursuits  of  country  lads,  a part  of  his 
time  being  given  to  the  mastering  of  the  three 
“R’s”  in  the  district  schools.  It  was  in  1888 
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that  he  came  to  this  count)'  and  bought  a farm 
near  Federalsburg.  The  place  was  a desirable 
one,  comprising  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and 
he  continued  to  improve  and  cultivate  it  for  some 
six  years,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  the 
town  and  has  given  his  attention  to  merchan- 
dising, with  good  results. 

In  1877  Mr.  Wright  and  Amanda,  daughter  of 
James  Nichols,  were  united  in  marriage  in  Caro- 
line County.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  viz.:  Herman,  Eva,  Ethel  and  Elsie.  The 

family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  older  ones  being  members  of  the  same.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Wright  bore  the 
Christian  name  of  Kennely.  He  was  born  in  Dor- 
chester County  and  was  a man  of  much  more  than 
the  average  in  business  ability  and  general  intel- 
ligence. He  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune 
and  reared  a family  of  thirteen  children  to  lives 
of  usefulness  and  uprightness.  He  was  crowned 
with  long  life  and  frequent  instances  of  great  lon- 
gevity in  the  family  occur. 


RUFUS  W.  DASHIELL,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
prominent  physicians  of  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County,  is  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  this  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1850. 
He  was  a lad  of  but  eight  years  when  his  father 
removed  to  this  place,  and  here  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He  was  a student  in 
the  old  Washington  Academy  of  Princess  Anne 
until  he  was  about  sixteen  or  seventeen,  when  he 
entered  St.  John’s  College,  of  Annapolis,  Md., 
intending  to  graduate  there,  but  as  it  turned  out 
he  left  in  his  junior  year.  At  that  time  he  had 
determined  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  and 
accordingly  began  to  study  in  the  office  of  his 
father,  who  was  a fine  physician.  Later  he 
went  to  Baltimore  and  pursued  his  studies  under 
the  direction  of  his  father’s  old  preceptor,  Dr. 
Nathan  R.  Smith.  At  the  same  time  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  Baltimore  University,  whence  he 
obtained  his  degree  in  1872.  He  at  once  opened 
an  office  in  Wicomico  County,  but  in  a short  time 


entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  L.  W.  Morris, 
of  this  place.  After  the  added  experience  of  a 
year’s  work  in  this  connection  he  opened  an 
office  upon  his  own  account  and  continued  alone 
until  1895,  when  he  took  as  a partner  Dr.  James 
F.  Dougherty. 

During  Grant’s  administration  the  doctor  was 
appointed  by  him  to  serve  as  United  States  pen- 
sion surgeon  in  Princess  Anne,  and  this  position 
he  retained  until  1897.  In  1893  Gov.  Frank 
Brown  appointed  him  to  succeed  Dr.  Bailey  on 
the  state  lunacy  board  and  since  then  he  has 
been  reappointed  and  yet  occupies  the  place. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Manokin  Lodge 
No.  106,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Princess  Anne.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  worthy  enter- 
prises. In  his  political  relations  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  In  1877  the  doctor  was  first  married, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Laura  Henry,  of  Ber- 
lin, Worcester  County.  She  died  in  February, 
1881,  leaving  one  child,  Laura,  who  lives  with 
her  father.  In  1894  the  doctor  married  Cecilia, 
daughter  of  James  U.  Dennis,  whose  sketch  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell, 
was  born  in  this  county,  and  here  passed  his 
whole  life.  He  was  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Maryland,  and  was  engaged  in  medical  prac- 
tice in  what  is  now  Wicomico  County  for  a great 
many  years.  In  1858  he  came  to  Princess  Anne, 
but  in  a few  years  retired  from  professional  work 
on  account  of  advancing  age.  Though  now 
eighty-four'years  old,  he  enjoys  life  and  is  quite 
well  preserved.  One  of  his  preceptors  was  the 
noted  surgeon  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 
I11  his  early  manhood  he  was  very  active  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Whig  party,  and  was  once  a candi- 
date for  clerk  of  the  county  court,  but  was  de- 
feated by  two  votes,  his  opponent  having  been 
Col.  Levin  Woolford.  He  was  formerly  a ves- 
tryman in  the  old  Green  Hill  Church  in  Wicom- 
ico County,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  local 
church.  His  father,  Gen.  Mathias  Dashiell,  was 
a native  of  Somerset  (now  Wicomico)  County, 
and  was  on  extensive  land  owner  and  had 
many  slaves.  His  title  was  won  in  the  war 
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of  1812  and  he  was  later  sheriff  of  this  county 
for  two  terras.  He  was  the  only  man  who  ever 
held  that  office  here  for  two  successive  terms. 
The  wife  of  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell  was  a Miss 
Harriet  Walter  before  their  marriage.  She  was 
born  in  this  county  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  leaving  five  children:  Margaret,  widow 
of  H.  H.  Robertson:  Rufus  W. ; Francis  H.,  a 
farmer  of  this  district;  Sarah,  wife  of  Rev.  O.  H. 
Murphy,  an  Episcopal  minister;  and  Julius  T.,  a 
dentist  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

HENRY  C.  NEAVITT.  Long  and  honor- 
able connection  with  the  interests  of  a com- 
munity gives  a man  prestige  and  influence 
justly  merited.  Such  is  the  case  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Neavitt,  whose  connection  with  the  business 
interests  of  St.  Michael’s  district,  Talbot  County, 
covers  a period  of  more  than  forty  years  and  has 
been  of  a character  most  honorable.  In  1856  he 
opened  a general  store  at  Broad  Creek  Neck  and 
from  that  year  to  this  has  been  constantly  en- 
gaged in  business.  In  1862  he  was  appointed 
postmaster,  the  first  to  hold  that  position  here, 
and  for  thirty-five  successive  years  he  held  the 
office,  the  place  being  named  Neavitt  in  his 
honor.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  stores  in 
this  vicinity,  which  his  sons,  Oliver  K.  and 
Alvin,  look  after  under  his  supervision. 

At  Broad  Creek  Neck  Mr.  Neavitt  was  born 
October  7,  1834,  a son  of  Joseph  E.  and  Annie 
(Hunt)  Neavitt,  natives  respectively  of  Queen 
Anne’s  and  Talbot  Counties.  The  former  removed 
to  this  neighborhood  when  a young  man  and 
purchased  a farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  when  in  middle  age.  His 
wife  survived  him,  dying  at  about  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  Both  were  identified  with  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Julia  Ann, 
Deborah  E.  and  John  A.,  deceased;  Mary  W.; 
Johanna  and  Samuel  W. , deceased;  and  H.  C., 
of  this  sketch.  Joseph  E.  Neavitt  was  married 


in  early  life  to  a Miss  Dawson,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  one  being  Mary  Anne,  now  de- 
ceased, and  the  other  dying  in  infancy. 

Henry  C.  Neavitt  was  quite  small  when  liis- 
father  died,  and  he  afterward  continued  to  reside 
on  the  farm  with  his  mother,  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  turned 
his  attention  from  farm  work  to  a clerkship  in  a 
store  in  St.  Michael’s,  where  three  years  were 
spent.  In  1856  he  opened  the  store  of  which  he 
has  since  been  the  proprietor.  Politically  Mr. 
Neavitt  has  always  adhered  to  Democratic  prin- 
ciples and  has  voted  the  party  ticket  at  all  elec- 
tions. 

By  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary 
A.  Neavitt,  of  Baltimore,  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  William  Henry,  who  is  employed  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Baltimore;  Albert  Arnold, 
who  died  at  five  years;  Oliver  K.  and  Alvin,  who 
are  interested  in  the  mercantile  business  with 
their  father.  Mrs.  Neavitt  is  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam C.  and  Margaret  (Kennard)  Neavitt,  natives 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.  Another  daugh- 
ter, S.  C.,  married  B.  H.  Kennard,  of  the  coun- 
ty just  mentioned. 


HARLES  COCKEY,  M.  D.  vSince  1866 
Dr.  Cockey  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1873-74, 
when  he  resided  at  Kent  Island.  In  addition  to 
a general  medical  practice  he  has  had  important 
business  interests,  and  associated  with  his  son, 
B.  E.  Cockey,  he  has  carried  on  a drug  store  in 
his  home  town.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of 
health  officer.  In  his  various  relations  with  others 
as  physician,  business  man,  citizen  and  friend, 
he  has  proved  himself  trustworthy  and  capable. 
His  position  is  therefore  among  the  best  men  of 
the  county. 

The  Cockey  family  is  among  the  oldest  on 
Kent  Island.  There  occurred  the  birth  of  our 
subject’s  father,  Edward  Cockey,  of  whom  men- 
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tion  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  M.  T.  Coekey,  upon 
another  page  in  this  volume.  Edward  Coekey 
grew  to  manhood  upon  the  island,  where  he  de- 
voted himself  to  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
his  entire  life,  and  at  his  death  he  left  intact  the 
large  estate  that  had  been  accumulated  through 
his  industry  and  enterprise.  He  married  Susan, 
daughter  of  Henry  Legg,  and  six  children 
blessed  their  union,  namely:  Peter,  who  died 
leaving  an  only  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  W.  T. 
Stevens,  of  Kent  Island;  Charles;  William  H., 
who  died  leaving  a wife  and  one  daughter; 
James  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
island;  and  John  and  Mordecai,  deceased. 

Educated  in  the  academy  at  Centreville,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  spent  there,  our  subject 
passed  his  early  boyhood  days  on  the  farm  on 
Kent  Island,  where  he  was  born  July  22,  1842. 
When  a young  man  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1866.  In 
the  same  year  he  came  to  Queenstown,  in  which 
village  he  now  has  a beautiful  home.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Masons  and  in  politics 
affiliates  with  the  Democrats.  With  his  family 
he  holds  membership  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  December,  1868,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter Dr.  R.  W.  Eareckson,  of  Kent  Island.  Their 
only  son,  Benjamin  Earickson  Coekey,  married 
Harriet  Magness,  of  Baltimore,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Harriet  E. 


QAMUEL  EDWARD  WHITMAN.  One  of 
the  prominent  representatives  of  the  journal- 
Vi/  istic  profession  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  brief  notice,  the  well-known  editor  of 
the  Star- Democrat  of  Easton.  He  was  born 
April  8,  1855,  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  a son  of 
Frederick  S.  and  Jane  M.  (Van  Saun)  Whitman. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Whitman,  was  a 
native  of  Wernsheim,  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  in  1806  came  to  America,  locating  in  Lititz, 


Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  with  his  father  and 
brother  he  started  a pottery,  it  being  one  of  the 
first  ever  established  in  this  country.  Later  he 
removed  to  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  and  while 
residing  there  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army 
for  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  There  he  con- 
tracted a disease  which  terminated  his  life  in  1826. 
He  had  come  to  the  new  world  with  his  father, 
brother  and  two  sisters,  as  their  property  had  all 
been  confiscated  during  the  revolution  in  their 
native  land.  Besides  the  father  of  our  subject 
he  had  two  older  sons,  George  and  John,  one  a 
merchant  and  the  other  a painter,  but  both  are 
now  deceased. 

Frederick  S.  Whitman  was  born  in  Londonderry 
township,  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  November  29, 
1815,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority.  As  his  health  was 
poor  in  early  life  his  opportunities  for  securing  an 
education  were  meagre,  but  he  attended  the  Ger- 
man schools  to  some  extent.  Naturally  he 
was  an  expert  mathematician  and  bookkeeper. 
Throughout  his  active  business  career  he  engaged 
in  merchandising,  lumbering  and  farming.  He 
went  to  New  York  and  Maine  to  superintend  the 
shipping  of  stone  for  the  New  York  high  bridge, 
and  afterward  entered  the  office  of  George  Law, 
the  contractor  of  the  bridge,  for  whom  he  worked 
a short  time.  On  leaving  his  employ  he  located 
in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  Easton,  Md., 
and  until  the  fall  of  1896  successfully  followed 
agricultural  and  mercantile  pursuits.  While  a 
resident  of  the  Keystone  State  he  was  honored 
with  a number  of  important  official  positions,  in- 
cluding that  of  county  auditor.  He  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  and  numbered  among  his 
friends  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the 
state,  including  Judge  Mercur,  chief  justice  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Judge  David  Wilmot.  He  is 
still  living,  but  his  wife,  who  was  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  died  March  6,  1890,  leaving  only  one  child, 
Samuel  E.,  of  this  sketch.  Another  son,  Walter, 
was  drowned  December  19,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  Mrs.  Whitman’s  father,  Samuel 
Van  Saun,  belonged  to  an  old  Holland  family 
which  originally  spelled  the  name  Van  Zandt,  and 
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he  was  a direct  descendant  of  Annecke  Jans,  the 
original  owner  of  the  Trinity  Church  property 
in  New  York  City. 

Reared  in  Towanda,  Pa.,  Samuel  E.  Whitman 
began  his  education  in  its  public  schools,  and  was 
later  a student  in  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate 
Institute,  where  he  prepared  for  Princeton  Col- 
lege, which  he  did  not  enter  on  account  of  failing 
health.  Subsequently  he  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  in  the  Bradford  Argus  and  from  a humble 
position  rose  to  manager.  On  coming  to  Talbot 
County,  Md.,  he  spent  a short  time  upon  his 
father’s  farm  and  then  entered  the  office  of  the 
Easton  Star,  of  which  he  became  a stockholder, 
and  on  its  consolidation  with  the  Easton  Democrat 
in  1896  he  continued  with  it  as  editor.  Either 
paper  had  a reputation  which  would  insure  the 
success  of  the  new  publication,  but  combined  they 
constitute  a power  in  the  newspaper  world  that 
is  strongly  felt.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Whitman  is 
at  the  head  of  the  new  enterprise  is  a sufficient 
guarantee  of  the  continued  advancement  and 
improvement  which  will  attend  the  paper. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1877,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Whitman  and  Miss  Anna  L. 
Weston,  of  Talbot  County,  a daughter  of  William 
E.  Weston,  a lumberman  belonging  to  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  Easton.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union;  Frederick  William, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Bertram  Edward, 
who  graduated  at  the  Easton  high  school  in  1896 
and  is  now  in  business  with  his  father;  Walter 
Weston,  who  is  still  attending  school;  and  Louise, 
who  died  in  September,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seven 
years  and  a-half.  The  family  all  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
Whitman  is  trustee  of  the  Cathedral,  has  been  lay 
reader  of  the  church  since  April,  1886,  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  since  1885,  while 
he  and  his  sons  are  also  members  of  the  choir. 
He  has  also  been  a delegate  to  several  of  the 
diocesan  conventions  of  his  church.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a prominent  and  honored 
member  of  the  Masonic  order;  is  past  master  and 
the  present  secretary  of  Coats  Lodge  No.  102, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.;  high  priest  of  Talbot  Chapter 
No.  22,  R.  A.  M.;  and  takes  a leading  part  in 


the  work  of  Jeshua  Council  No.  8,  R.  & S.  M. ; 
and  Chesapeake  Commandery  No.  10,  K.  T. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of 
which  he  is  secretary  and  past  regent.  He  is 
public  spirited  in  an  eminent  degree  and  has 
always  done  much  in  behalf  of  the  general  wel- 
fare of  his  community.  He  is  quite  popular  and 
is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances,  who  honor  and  esteem  him  for 
his  many  virtues  and  genuine  worth. 


NON.  EUGENE  L.  DUDLEY  has  been  a 
leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County  for  several  years,  and 
been  called  upon  to  occupy  public  offices  more 
than  once  in  the  past  decade.  In  1893  he  was 
honored  by  being  elected  to  fill  the  position  of 
postmaster  of  the  house  of  delegates  in  An- 
napolis, Md.,  and  two  years  later,  in  1895,  was 
elected  a member  of  the  state  legislature.  He 
was  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  a representative  of 
his  constituents,  that  when  his  term  had  expired 
they  at  once  placed  his  name  in  nomination  for  a 
second  term  of  service,  and  he  was  elected  by  a 
good  majority. 

E.  L.  Dudley  was  born  near  the  village  of 
Crumpton,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  in  1850,  and 
is  a son  of  James  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Goodhand) 
Dudley.  The  father  was  a native  of  this  county, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the 
most  of  his  active  career.  The  last  years  of  his 
life  he  was  register  of  wills.  His  father  was  an 
Englishman,  who  came  to  Maryland  at  an  early 
day  and  settled  permanently  in  this  county.  The 
family  of  James  Dudley  and  his  wife,  Mary,  com- 
prised nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth.  The  others  are:  Will- 
iam C. , of  Talbot  County ; Georgia,  wife  of  James 
B.  Hackett,  of  Sudlersville,  Md. ; Olivia,  Mrs.  C. 
G.  Lynch;  Mary,  wife  of  Cornelius  Comegys,  of 
Centreville,  Md. ; Dr.  Charles;  Jennie;  Hiram  G. ; 
and  Martha,  Mrs.  Harry  McPhaley. 

When  a boy  Eugene  L.  Dudley  went  to  the 
district  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  there 
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learned  the  elementary  branches.  Though  it  was 
not  his  privilege  to  receive  the  benefits  of  col- 
legiate training,  as  so  many  of  the  young  people 
of  this  generation  do,  he  was  a natural  student, 
and  constantly  widened  his  sphere  of  knowledge 
by  reading  and  observation,  until  he  became  the 
well-informed  man  that  he  is  to-day.  He  has 
always  been  accustomed  to  country  life,  and  is  a 
practical  farmer.  He  now  resides  upon  the  place 
long  known  as  the  old  Grayson  homestead.  It 
contains  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  and 
has  a substantial  frame  house  upon  it,  in  a fine 
location.  It  was  formerly  the  home  of  ex- 
Governor  Grayson,  who  was  the  first  governor 
elected  in  the  state  of  Maryland  by  the  vote  of 
the  people.  Mr.  Dudley  manages  and  attends  to 
the  cultivation  of  this  farm,  and  owns  an  interest 
in  another  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
acres,  it  being  called  the  “brick-house  Grayson 
farm.” 


ROF.  JOHN  F.  COPPER,  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful educators  of  Kent  County,  now  liv- 
ing in  the  sixth  district,  was  born  February 
6,  1838,  at  Still  Pond,  this  county,  and  is  a son 
of  Joshua  Copper,  also  a native  of  Kent  County, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  following  that  pursuit  in  his  younger 
years.  He  afterward  filled  the  position  of  stew- 
ard of  the  county  almshouse  for  thirty-six  years, 
and  then  resided  with  a son  on  a farm  in  the 
third  district.  In  early  life  he  gave  his  political 
support  to  the  Whig  party,  and  on  its  dissolution 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy.  He  belonged 
to  one  of  the  early  families  of  Maryland,  and 
was  a highly  respected  citizen,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty -nine  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Ann  Woodle,  was  also  a native 
of  Kent  County,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  They  had  a family  of  six  children,  but 
all  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  our 
subject  and  his  sister  Phoebe,  now  the  widow  of 
Jesse  Jerome.  The  father  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. By  his  second  union  there  are  no  surviving 
children.  For  his  third  wife  he  wedded  Mrs. 


Reed,  and  they  had  seven  children,  all  living, 
namely:  Mary,  Catherine,  Mintie,  Samuel,  Jesse 
and  Bradford. 

Professor  Copper  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
his  parents’  home  and  attended  the  public  schools 
until  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
teaching  a district  school  at  Morgan  Neck,  Kent 
County.  He  was  there  employed  for  two  terms, 
after  which  he  spent  two  years  at  farm  work.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  resumed  teaching 
at  Broad  Neck,  Kent  County,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years.  He  afterwards  spent  one  term  at 
Quaker  Neck  and  two  terms  at  Lankford,  and  in 
1865  began  teaching  in  the  neighborhood  where 
his  services  are  still  in  active  demand.  He  has 
taught  here  for  thirty-two  consecutive  years,  and 
no  higher  testimonial  of  his  efficiency  and  ability 
could  be  given.  He  is  a most  able  instructor, 
imparting  easily  and  accurately  to  others  the 
knowledge  that  he  has  acquired,  and  many  are 
his  students  who  have  gone  out  in  the  world  to 
occupy  useful  and  responsible  positions. 

Professor  Copper  married  Miss  Regina  M. 
Jones,  of  Somerset  County,  Md.,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Whittier  C.,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching  at  Sassafras,  Kent  County;  and  Anna 
Louisa,  at  home.  In  1871  our  subject  purchased 
a small  piece  of  land  near  the  schoolhouse  and 
erected  thereon  a comfortable  residence,  in  which 
he  has  since  made  his  home. 


OGER  WOOLFORD,  who  comes  from  an 
old  and  honored  family  011  the  Eastern 
Shore,  is  the  cashier  of  the  People’s  Bank 
of  Somerset  County,  in  Princess  Anne,  the  coun- 
ty-seat. He  has  been  in  the  banking  business 
for  several  years,  and  in  1889,  in  company  with 
his  father,  Col.  Levin  Woolford,  organized  the 
old  savings  bank  of  this  place,  in  which  institu- 
tion he  was  the  assistant  cashier  until  1896,  when 
he  took  his  present  position  when  this  bank  was 
founded. 

Col.  Levin  Woolford  was  born  upon  the  old 
family  estate  which  lies  along  the  bank  of  the 
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Manokin  River  not  far  distant  from  this  town. 
The  family  dates  back  to  one  Roger  Woolford 
who  came  to  Maryland  from  England  and  held  a 
large  grant  of  land  under  Lord  Baltimore.  This 
tract,  called  Wappings,  has  been  handed  down 
from  father  to  son  until  it  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  subject  of  this  article.  His  grandfather, 
John  Woolford,  was  a physician  and  spent  his 
whole  life  on  the  old  estate,  dying  when  about 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  Col.  Levin  Woolford 
received  his  higher  education  in  the  old  Wash- 
ington Academy  of  Princess  Anne  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  when  young,  but  never  practiced 
much.  Before  he  reached  his  majority  he  be- 
came interested  in  politics,  as  he  ran  for  the  legis- 
lature on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  was  defeated. 
In  1851  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Somerset 
County  court  and  occupied  that  position  up  to 
1869,  when  he  resigned,  in  order  to  accept  the 
office  of  comptroller  of  Maryland.  He  was  re- 
elected three  times  and  remained  in  that  respon- 
sible place  eight  years.  Next  he  was  appointed 
state  tax  commissioner,  an  office  which  he  was 
still  holding  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
born  in  1819  and  was  consequently  seventy-one 
years  old  when  the  summons  came,  September 
30,  1890.  He  always  made  his  home  upon  the 
old  farm,  which  was  endeared  to  him  by  a 
thousand  associations.  For  a long  period  he 
was  an  active  worker  and  member  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a vestryman  in 
the  congregation.  His  wife,  formerly  Annie  E. 
Waters,  is  still  living  and  is  a sister  of  Levin  L. 
Waters,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Elizabeth  E. , Lena  B.  and  Roger. 

Roger  Woolford  was  born  in  Princess  Anne, 
October  13,  1851,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
here  until  1867,  when  he  matriculated  in  the 
University  of  Virginia.  Two  years  later  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of 
the  state  (his  father)  in  Annapolis,  a position  he 
occupied  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  all  some  eight  years.  He  then  went  back  to 
the  old  homestead  and  managed  the  same  until 
1889,  when,  as  previously  stated,  he  and  his  fa- 
ther organized  the  Savings  Bank  of  Princess 


Anne,  since  which  time  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  banking  business.  He  votes  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  but  is  not  an  active  politician. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Heptasophs 
and  Red  Men  and  is  connected  with  Manokin 
Lodge  No.  106,  F.  & A.  M.  Following  his 
father’s  example  he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.'  October  13,  1874,  Mr.  Woolford  married 
Clara  L.  Hicks,  of  Virginia,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Annie  E.  and  Lena  R. 


qJORDON  TULL,  arising  member  of  the  bar 
of  Princess  Anne,  Somerset  County,  was 
elected  state’s  attorney  here  in  1896,  being 
the  only  candidate  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  Though  he  is  quite  a young  man,  he 
possesses  recognized  talent  in  his  favorite  profes- 
sion and  enjoys  a large  and  constantly  growing 
practice.  Judging  by  what  he  has  accomplished 
in  the  past  few  years,  it  is  safe  to  predict  for  him 
a brilliant  future. 

Born  January  4,  1870,  Gordon  Tull  is  a son  of 
Samuel  L.  Tull,  a native  of  Tulls  Corner,  Somer- 
set County.  The  latter,  now  about  seventy-four 
years  of  age,  has  been  very  successful  in  life,  and 
has  resided  for  many  years  at  Tulls  Corner,  this 
county,  where  he  has  conducted  a mercantile 
establishment  and  owns  a good  farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity. He  is  a Democrat  and  has  been  justice  of 
the  peace  for  a great  many  years.  His  father, 
Samuel,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  the  same  locality  as 
himself,  and  came  from  a good  old  familj7  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Catherine  Gunby  in  her  girlhood,  and  is 
a sister  of  Dr.  Hiram  H.  Gunby,  of  Tulls  Corner. 

Gordon  Tull  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
at  his  birthplace  at  Tulls  Corner,  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  general  education,  and  after  leaving 
the  public  schools  entered  St.  John's  College,  at 
Annapolis,  Md.  There  he  graduated  with  hon- 
ors in  June,  1892,  and  in  September  of  the  same 
year  he  was  offered  a position  as  first  assistant  of 
the  Princess  Anne  school.  He  was  very  diligent 
during  this  period,  as  he  not  only  discharged  all 
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of  his  duties  as  a teacher  to  the  full  satisfaction  of 
those  concerned,  but  was  so  industrious  as  a 
student  himself,  that  he  had  mastered  the  rudi- 
ments of  law  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He  had  re- 
ceived wise  supervision  in  his  studies  at  the  hands 
of  Robert  F.  Brattan  and  when  he  presented  him- 
self for  examination  he  was  at  once  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  opened  an  office  here  in  the  spring 
of  1894  and  has  built  up  a good  reputation  as  a 
general  practitioner.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodges,  both  of  this  place. 
Personally  he  is  very  popular,  and  is  a great 
favorite  in  the  local  society.  He  is  a young  man 
of  fine  principle  and  is  a member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 


QTEPHENSON  WHITTINGTON  is  one  of 
the  oldest  residents  of  Somerset  County,  as 
his  life  nearly  spans  the  century.  He  has 
been  a witness  of  great  changes  and  improve- 
ments for  the  better  along  all  lines  of  progress 
and  development  and  has  himself  assisted  in 
the  grand  result  of  to-day.  He  is  a native  of 
Lawson’s  district  and  has  spent  his  whole  life  in 
this  immediate  neighborhood.  He  is  now  prac- 
tically retired  from  the  active  and  arduous  duties 
which  occupied  him  in  his  early  manhood  and 
prime,  and  is  living  quietly  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Alfred,  who  is  carrying  on  the  old  homestead. 
His  genuine  kindliness  of  heart  and  his  unaffected 
manliness  of  character  win  him  friends  by  the 
score,  and  by  all  his  acquaintances  he  is  held  in 
high  regard. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Southey  Whitting- 
ton, was  also  a farmer  of  Lawson’s  district,  and 
passed  his  whole  life  here.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  very  active 
in  all  good  works.  He  was  one  of  the  official 
board  of  the  congregation  and  was  looked  up  to 
and  consulted  on  all  occasions.  He  married 
Mary  Coulbourn  and  of  their  several  children  but 
two,  John,  of  Baltimore,  and  our  subject,  survive. 
The  father  lived  to  attain  the  ripe  age  of  four- 
score years. 


Stephenson  Whittington  was  born  in  Lawson’s 
district  in  1814,  and  from  boyhood  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
was  the  property  of  his  father  before  him.  He 
has  been  very  successful  and  was  long  considered 
one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  this  section. 
He  was  an  excellent  financier  and  in  time  became 
one  of  the  richest  men  of  this  locality.  Though 
always  greatly  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
Democracy,  he  would  never  accept  political  posi- 
tions, preferring  to  give  his  entire  time  and  en- 
ergies to  his  business  affairs  and  to  his  beloved 
family. 

About  1839  Mr.  Whittington  married  Jane, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Tull,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  viz.:  Alfred,  an  enter- 
prising farmer;  S.  Frank,  whose  sketch  appears 
upon  another  page  of  this  volume;  Charles  S.; 
Joseph  H. ; Mrs.  Nathan  Conner;  Emily  C.,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Hayman,  and  three  deceased.  Alfred 
chose  for  his  helpmate  along  life’s  journey  Miss 
Caroline  Clayton,  of  Baltimore,  and  their  two 
children  are  named  respectively  Mary  and 
Beulah.  The  family  attend  the  local  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  are  actively  interested  in 
religious  and  benevolent  affairs  hereabout.  They 
possess  the  respect  of  all  their  associates  and 
neighbors  and  are  most  worthy  citizens  of  this 
community. 


HON.  JAMES  U.  DENNIS  is  one  of  the  old- 
est attorneys  of  Somerset  County,  having 
been  engaged  in  professional  practice  at 
Princess  Anne  for  about  thirty-five  years.  I11 
former  years  he  was  active  in  the  Whig  party,  at- 
tended two  state  conventions  and  was  active  in 
public  affairs,  having  served  for  three  terms  as  a 
member  of  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates  and 
once  having  been  a member  of  the  state  senate. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Baltimore  in  1844 
and  has  since  practiced  his  profession,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  spent  in  traveling  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health. 

In  what  is  now  Worcester  County,  Md.,  Mr. 
Dennis  was  born  September  n,  1823,  and  is  a 
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member  of  an  old  family  of  the  Eastern  Shore. 
His  grandfather,  Littleton  Dennis,  was  a son  of 
Littleton,  Sr.,  a native  of  Worcester  County  and 
a farmer  by  occupation.  Littleton,  Jr.,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  and  was  a boy  during  the 
progress  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  too  young 
to  enter  the  service.  In  early  manhood  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  for  years  afterwards  he 
practiced  his  profession  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
As  a presidential  elector  he  cast  a ballot  for 
John  Adams.  Among  the  offices  he  held  was 
that  of  judge  of  the  county  court.  Residing  upon 
a farm  he  maintained  a general  supervision  of 
his  large  plantation,  and  at  his  death  left  about 
five  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  U.  Dennis, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1793,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  here.  As  he  and  a brother 
were  the  only  children  of  their  parents,  he  in- 
herited a half-interest  in  the  estate  of  five  thou- 
sand acres,  and  to  its  cultivation  he  gave  his  en- 
tire active  life.  When  a boy  he  was  given  good 
educational  advantages,  for  a time  attending 
school  in  Philadelphia.  He  w’as  well  informed 
on  general  topics,  a ready  conversationalist  and 
genial  companion.  He  was  a Christian,  but  not 
a member  of  any  church.  In  politics  he  voted  the 
Whig  ticket. 

Our  subject’s  mother,  Maria  E.  (Robertson) 
Dennis,  was  born  in  Somerset  County  and  died 
here  at  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  George  Robertson,  a farmer.  At  her 
death  she  left  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was 
George.  Emerson  and  Frank,  younger  brothers 
of  our  subject,  are  now  living  in  Northampton, 
Va.,  and  Mary  W. , who  married  Judge  E.  P. 
Pitts,  of  that  place,  is  now  deceased.  When  a boy 
our  subject  attended  the  Washington  Academy 
of  Princess  Anne,  which  was  then  considered  one 
of  the  finest  schools  of  Maryland.  After  spending 
three  years  there  he  entered  Princeton,  where  he 
graduated  in  1842.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  entering  the  office  of  William  W.  Handy, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  and  then 
studied  in  Baltimore  for  one  year. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Dennis  was  Cecilia  Hooe, 
of  Alexandria,  Va. , who  at  her  death  left  three 


daughters:  Eleanor  H.,  widow  of  the  late  Robert 
F.  Brattan,  formerly  member  of  congress  from 
Somerset  County;  Maria  R. , who  resides  with 
her  father;  and  Cecilia  B,,  wife  of  Dr.  Rufus  W. 
Dashiell,  of  Princess  Anne,  The  second  wife  of 
our  subject  was  Mary  W.  Teackle  before  their 
marriage.  Their  son,  James  T.,  inherited  a 
fortune  at  the  death  of  his  mother  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Baltimore.  Fraternally  Mr.  Dennis 
is  identified  with  the  Masons,  and  in  religious 
belief  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


HARLES  W.  WAINWRIGHT,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  enterprising  young  physicians  of 
Princess  Anne,  is  a native  of  this  place,  his 
birth  having^  occurred  here  May  11,  1858.  He 
received  his  education  in  our  public  schools  and 
attended  Washington  high  school  until  he  was 
seventeen,  when  he  became  a member  of  the 
junior  class  of  Washington  College,  in  Chester- 
town,  Md.  Two  years  rolled  away  and  in  1878 
he  graduated  from  that  honored  old  institution  of 
learning  with  the  honors  of  his  class,  he  being 
chosen  to  deliver  the  valedictory  address.  He 
was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  at  that  time,  and 
was  at  once  tendered  the  position  of  principal  of 
the  Washington  grammar  school  of  this  place. 
He  accepted  the  chair  and  served  for  seven  years, 
making  a thorough  and  efficient  teacher. 

In  1885  Dr.  Wainwright  entered  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  John  W.  Dashiell  and  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  here.  That  same  autumn  he  went 
to  Baltimore  and  became  a student  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  graduating  in  due 
time,  in  1887,  and  was  one  of  five  persons  who 
bore  the  honors  of  their  class.  He  immediately 
returned  to  this  his  native  town  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  practice.  He  has  been  United 
States  pension  surgeon  for  several  years.  He  is 
a Democrat,  but  has  no  time  for  political  affairs 
beyond  discharging  his  duty  as  a citizen  and 
voter.  He  is  a past  chancellor  of  Shekinah 
Lodge  No.  35,  K.  of  P.  June  21,  1893,  the 
doctor  married  Estelle,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
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Lewis  W.  Morris,  of  Princess  Anne.  They  have 
two  children,  Francis  North  and  Charles  W.,  Jr. 
The  doctor  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  united  with  the  same 
when  young  and  is  now  an  elder  in  the  congre- 
gation. 

Edward  J.  Wainwriglit,  father  of  the  doctor, 
was  also  a native  of  Princess  Anne.  He  estab- 
lished and  conducted  the  Somerset  Herald,  in  his 
early  manhood  and  was  still  the  proprietor  of  the 
journal  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  when  forty-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  an  influential  citizen  and 
quite  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Whig  party,  but 
never  held  an  official  position.  His  father,  Jesse 
Wainwriglit,  was  likewise  a native  of  this  county, 
and  was  a farmer  on  a large  scale,  owning  slaves 
to  care  for  his  plantation.  He  was  an  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  died  when  he  was 
nearly  sixty  years  of  age.  He  came  from  an  old 
family  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  the  founder  of  it 
having  originally  landed  here  upon  his  voyage 
from  England,  his  native  land.  The  mother  of 
the  doctor,  who  traces  her  lineage  back  to  Alex- 
ander Stuart,  bore  the  girlhood  name  of  Olivia 
Riggin.  She  was  born  within  the  present  boun- 
daries of  Wicomico  County,  and  is  now  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  She  has  long  been  a faithful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  now 
living  with  her  son,  the  doctor.  Her  eldest  son, 
Edward  B.,  of  Philadelphia,  is  a printer  by  trade. 
The  next  son,  Rev.  L.  C.,  is  a minister  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Lewis,  Del.  Rebecca  J., 
the  only  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Wilson, 
of  Philadelphia. 


REENSBURY  W.  FREENY,  M.  D.,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  the  town  of  Pittsville,  Pittsburg  dis- 
trict of  Wicomico  County,  for  the  past  thirty 
years  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as  a phy- 
sician. He  owns  a nice  home  in  the  town,  it 
being  supplied  with  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
as  well  as  with  the  necessities  of  a modern  house- 
hold. In  addition  to  this  he  is  the  proprietor  of 


a valuable  farm  comprising  about  one  hundred 
acres,  it  being  located  in  Pittsburg  district.  He 
has  never  been  concerned  about  the  matter  of 
occupying  public  office,  as  he  has  found  his  time 
pretty  fully  taken  up.  The  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a warm  friend,  and  the  only  office 
of  a public  character  which  he  has  ever  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  was  that  of  school  commis- 
sioner, for  as  such  he  served  efficiently  during  a 
period  of  five  years.  Since  becoming  a voter  he 
has  been  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Freeny  occurred  upon  his 
father’s  farm  in  what  is  now  Wicomico  County, 
April  24,  1836.  Upon  that  farm  near  Salis- 
bury he  grew  to  manhood  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
He  was  a student  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
neighborhood  and  later  attended  the  academy  at 
Salisbury,  where  he  made  acquaintance  with  the 
higher  branches  of  science  and  the  languages. 
He  was  about  twenty-two  when  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Humphreys,  of  Salis- 
bury and  a year  and  a-half  thus  occupied  rolled 
rapidly  away.  He  then  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from 
which  celebrated  institution  of  learning  he  was 
duly  graduated  in  the  year  1862.  His  initiatory 
practice  was  in  the  village  of  Sharptown,  Som- 
erset County,  where  he  was,  however,  located 
only  a few  months.  Believing  that  Powellville, 
Wicomico  County,  would  be  a better  field  for 
work,  he  removed  to  that  point  and  continued  to 
live  there  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Pittsville. 
He  has  given  his  whole  time  and  labor  to  his 
profession  and  is  a very  successful  dealer  with  the 
“ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.”  Socially  he  and  his 
wife  are  held  in  highest  honor  by  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

The  doctor’s  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Bur- 
bage took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  1867. 
She  was  born  and  reared  to  womanhood  near 
Wango,  in  Dennis  district,  this  county,  being  a 
daughter  of  Samson  and  Margaret  Burbage.  The 
only  child  of  Dr.  Freeny  and  wife  is  Lawrence, 
a young  man  of  excellent  attainments  and  great 
promise.  He  is  now  studying  medicine  with  his 
father  and  soon  expects  to  enter  the  University 
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of  Maryland,  as  did  liis  father  before  him.  The 
family  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  local 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  liberal  in 
their  support  of  various  religious  and  benevolent 
enterprises. 


ILLIAM  H.  DEWEESE,  state’s  attorney 
of  Caroline  County,  was  born  near  Burrs- 
ville,  this  county,  May  9,  1870.-  He  is  a 
descendant  of  a French-Huguenot  family  that 
has  had  representatives  in  America  since  the  days 
when  the  Huguenots  were  driven  exiles  from 
France.  Two  brothers  and  a sister  crossed  the 
Atlantic  together,  one  of  the  brothers  settling  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  while  the  other  brother  and 
the  sister  went  to  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  William  H.  Deweese,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Delaware,  whence  he  removed  to 
Maryland  in  1856  and  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Caroline  County.  In  politics  a Democrat,  he 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1872  and  in  that 
responsible  position  rendered  efficient  service. 
He  died  September  20,  1887.  His  wife,  who  died 
in  1877,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hester  A. 
Smith  and  was  a daughter  of  James  H.  Smith, 
who  was  elected  to  represent  Kent  County,  Del., 
in  the  state  senate,  but  died  during  his  term  of 
service.  She  has  one  brother,  James  A.,  who 
resides  in  Dover,  and  another,  Robert  H.,  who  is 
a wealthy  resident  of  Harrington,  Del.  She  has 
two  sons,  the  younger  of  whom,  Dr.  C.  S.  De- 
weese, graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical  College 
in  April,  1895,  and  the  following  year  took  a 
post-graduate  course  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University;  he  is  now 
resident  physician  in  Spring  Grove  asylum. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  Camp  Grove  district  school.  In  1887 
he  was  a student  in  Denton  Academy.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  entered  the  normal  school  in  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  school  for 
a time  and  teach  in  order  to  secure  the  funds 
necessary  to  complete  his  studies.  After  finish- 
ing his  literary  education  he  entered  the  Dickin- 


son School  of  Law,  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  June,  1893.  In  April  of  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Caroline 
County.  On  graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  once  entered  upon  professional  practice  in 
Denton.  In  December,  1893,  he  was  appointed 
attorney  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 
Upon  the  Democratic  ticket,  in  1895,  he  was 
nominated  state’s  attorney  and  at  the  election  re- 
ceived a majority  of  nineteen  votes  over  the  Re- 
publican candidate,  Robert  J.  Jump. 

December  20,  1893,  Mr.  Deweese  married  Nat- 
tilla  P.  Owens,  of  Harrington,  Del.,  daughter  of 
Dr.  F.  J.  Owens,  of  that  place.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children  but  both  died  in  infancy. 
While  he  is  not  identified  with  any  denomination, 
Mr.  Deweese  inclines  to  the  Methodist  faith,  his 
mother  having  been  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant,  and  his  father  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  denomination.  In  fraternal  rela- 
tions he  is  a member  of  Chesapeake  Commander} 
No.  10,  K.  T.,  of  Easton,  and  is  influential  in 
Masonic  circles. 

* — i * — * 

ETER  D.  COTTINGHAM,  deceased,  and 
formerly  the  proprietor  of  a drug  store  in 
Snow  Hill,  was  born  near  this  place  August 
18,  1821,  being  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 
Cottingham.  His  grandfather,  it  is  said,  founded 
the  family  in  America,  having  come  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Worcester  County  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Peter  D.,  one  of  four  chil- 
dren that  attained  maturity,  received  his  educa- 
tion principally  in  Snow  Hill  Academy  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  settled  permanently  in  this 
place.  At  first  he  held  a position  as  clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store,  but  subsequent  to  1849  was  en- 
gaged  in  the  drug  business  for  himself.  In  com- 
mon with  other  merchants  here,  he  was  burned 
out  in  1893,  and  afterwards  built  a substantial 
store  building,  33x73  feet  in  dimensions. 

In  1853  Mr.  Cottingham  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Parker,  who  was  born  in  Worcester  County 
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and  died  here  in  1888.  The  two  children  born 
of  the  union,  Annie  and  Priscie,  are  at  home. 
In  religion  Mr.  Cottingham  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  one  of  its  trus- 
tees. He  was  a director  in  the  First  National 
Bank.  A stanch'  Democrat  and  interested  in  poli- 
tics, he  however  never  sought  any  of  the  emol- 
uments or  honors  of  office,  but  was  content  to 
discharge,  unostentatiously  and  quietly,  the  du- 
ties that  fall  to  every  public  spirited  citizen.  He 
was  summoned  to  his  reward  October  5,  1897. 
His  loss  is  a severe  one  to  the  community  and  his 
memory  will  long  be  tenderly  cherished  by  his 
hosts  of  friends  and  associates. 


NON.  EDWARD  T.  ROE  is  serving  in  the 
responsible  position  of  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court,  having  been  elected  thereto  in  1895 
for  a term  of  four  years.  He  was  formerly  a Tal- 
bot County  commissioner  and  filled  the  office 
most  acceptably  and  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  constituents  during  his  two  years’  term.  In 
the  field  of  politics  he  is  a recognized  leader  in 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  a man  who  possesses 
strong  convictions  of  what  is  best  and  right,  and, 
moreover,  lives  up  to  them.  His  handsome  home 
stands  upon  his  fine  farm  in  the  fourth  district,  it 
being  styled  Woodland  farm.  He  has  always 
been  fond  of  a rural  life,  and  thoroughly  enjoys 
the  many  advantages  that  are  his  as  a result. 

The  judge’s  father,  Edward  Roe,  was  also  a 
native  of  this  district  and  followed  farming 
throughout  his  career.  He  was  a prominent 
man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  owned  a large  estate,  this  being  about 
1846.  He  held  a local  office  corresponding  to  the 
modern  one  of  magistrate  and  was  active  in  the 
promotion  of  everything  which  he  believed  to  be 
for  the  good  of  his  fellows.  His  first  marriage 
was  with  Ann  Gregory,  of  this  district,  and  of 
their  six  children  onlyj.  A.,  of  Easton,  and  Mrs. 
Catherine  M.  Pratt,  of  the  same  city,  survive. 
The  second  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1893, 
was  Hester  Anp  Pierson,  a native  of  this  district. 


She  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  but  four 
of  the  number  have  been  called  to  the  better 
land,  and  those  who  remain  are  Edward  T.  and 
Hettie  V.,  Mrs.  James  H.  Patchett,  of  Easton. 

E.  T.  Roe  was  born  near  his  present  home 
December  31,  1838,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  until  he  was  about  fourteen,  when  he  went 
into  business  on  his  own  account  to  make  his  live- 
lihood as  best  he  might.  That  he  has  succeeded 
and  has  accomplished  his  purpose  of  acquiring 
a competence  is  shown  b)^  the  fact  that  he  now 
owns  two  valuable  farms,  one  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  acres,  near  Chapel,  and  the  other 
of  seventy  acres.  The  latter,  which  he  purchased 
in  1879,  was  a part  of  the  old  Poplar  Level  farm, 
originally.  The  old  Nabb  farm  came  into  his  pos- 
session in  1865. 

November  10,  1865,  Mr.  Roe  and  Mrs.  Anna 
Shehan,  of  Delaware,  were  united  in  marriage. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  Mag- 
gie and  William  E.  The  first-mentioned  died  in 
1867  and  the  latter  is  a resident  of  the  fourth 
district  and  operates  Judge  Roe’s  other  farm. 


HON.  JOHN  WOODLAND  CRISFIELD, 
father  of  Judge  Henry  Page,  whose  history 
appears  in  another  part  of  this  volume,  was 
born  in  1808,  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  and  received 
his  higher  education  in  Washington  College,  of 
Chestertown,  Md.  After  having  read  law  for  a 
time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was 
located  in  Cambridge,  Md.,  for  a few  years,  but 
from  1831  until  two  years  prior  to  his  death  he 
was  engaged  in  active  practice  in  Somerset 
County,  Md.  He  died  February  12,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Few  members  of  the 
legal  profession  on  the  Eastern  Shore  were  more 
able  or  more  thoroughly  master  of  all  of  the 
intricacies  of  the  law  than  he,  and  certainly  not 
many  were  more  justly  esteemed  by  one  and  all. 
In  his  early  life,  J.  W.  Crisfield  was  active  as 
a Whig,  and  about  1833  was  a member  of  the 
legislature,  and  was  a congressman  in  1849  and 
1850  and  again  in  1861  and  1862.  He  was  once 
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a candidate  for  the  position  of  circuit  judge 
(about  1851),  but  was  defeated  by  three  votes. 
When  the  war  came  on  he  virtually  retired  from 
the  political  field  and  devoted  his  time  to  his 
large  practice.  Though  he  never  joined  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
Union  side,  and  was  opposed  to  secession.  When 
in  his  prime  he  was  an  eloquent  debator  at  the 
bar,  and  commanded  the  respect  of  his  adversa- 
ries. When  the  old  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  was 
projected  he  was  one  of  its  leading  promoters, 
and  was  its  president  for  man}7  years,  as  he  had 
contributed  materially  to  carry  out  the  building 
of  the  same.  The  town  of  Crisfield  was  named 
in  his  honor.  In  his  last  years  he  was  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Arthur 
Crisfield,  an  English  gentleman,  who  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Kent  County,  Md.  His 
son  John  was  born  in  that  county  and  spent  his 
whole  life  upon  a farm,  dying  when  in  the  prime 
of  manhood.  Hon.  J.  W.  Crisfield  married  Julia 
Ethelinde  Page  in  1836.  She  was  a native  of 
Kent  County,  Md.,  and  survived  her  marriage 
but  a few  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
sons,  Judge  Henry  Page,  previously  mentioned, 
and  Arthur,  who  was  born  in  1839  afid  is  now  in 
the  congressional  library  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


^[JAULSBURY  HOBBS  is  a retired  farmer  of 
the  third  district  of  Caroline  County,  and  is 
(Vy  the  person  after  whom  the  village  of  Hobbs 
was  named,  and,  in  fact,  was  the  one  who  was 
the  chief  mover  in  getting  a postoffice  established 
there.  He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes,  and  from  a lowly  condition  in  a financial 
point  of  view  has  risen  to  a position  of  affluence. 
He  now  owns  over  four  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able, well-improved  land,  and  devotes  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  the  management  of  the 
same. 

Born  on  the  3d  of  January,  1818,  Mr.  Hobbs  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Stevens)  Hobbs,  na- 
tives of  Scotland  and  Delaware,  respectively. 


Of  their  family  of  five  children,  all  are  deceased 
save  he  of  whom  we  write.  Henry  Hobbs  came 
to  America  in  his  early  manhood  and  settled  in 
Maryland,  where  he  was  married.  He  died  when 
his  son  Saulsbury  was  an  infant.  The  latter  was 
born  and  brought  up  on  a farm,  and  has  always 
made  agriculture  his  main  business  in  life.  From 
the  age  of  eight  until  he  was  seventeen  he  worked 
for  neighbors,  earning  his  own  board  and  clothes, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  commenced  to  learn 
the  carpenter’s  .trade.  Having  mastered  this  in 
every  detail,  he  continued  to  work  at  the  busi- 
ness for  eleven  years,  and  managed  to  lay  aside 
a goodly  sum  for  the  future. 

December  17,  1844,  Saulsbury  Hobbs  married 
Eleanor  Ledmim,  a native  of  Delaware,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Stafford)  Led- 
num,  likewise  of  that  state.  She  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  seven  children.  Her  paternal  ancestor, 
one  Ebenezer  Lednum,  was  born  in  Delaware 
in  the  last  century,  and  was  a farmer  there,  but 
his  father,  Thomas,  was  a native  of  England, 
and  came  to  America  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
He  at  once  located  in  Delaware,  wfflere  he  owned 
thousands  of  acres  of  land,  and  this  property  he 
willed  to  his  children.  Some  of  it  is  yet  in  the 
possession  of  his  lineal  descendants,  and  the 
original  old  will  is  owned  by  Mrs.  Hobbs.  Her 
father,  William,  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  her  uncle,  John  Lednum,  was  a noted  minis- 
ter in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
author  of  “The  Rise  of  Methodism  in  America.’’ 
Mrs.  Hobbs  is  also  identified  with  that  denomi- 
nation. By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, viz. : Judge  Charles  W.,  who  has  served  ten 
years  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of  Caroline 
County  and  in  1897  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  court  for  the  same  county;  and  Henry 
Clay,  the  agent  for  the  Queen  Anne’s  & Dela- 
ware Railroad  at  Hobbs. 

O11  the  28th  of  December,  1854,  Mr.  Hobbs 
removed  to  Caroline  County  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- four  acres,  and 
hereon  he  has  made  his  home  up  the  present  time, 
nearly  forty  years.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
extended  the  boundaries  of  his  place,  as  he 
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bought  more  land,  and  now  is  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  four  hundred  and  ten  acres.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  county  commissioner  and  served 
acceptably  as  such  for  the  term  of  two  years. 
He  is  an  uncompromising  Republican,  and  is 
thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times  in  general  infor- 
mation. He  is  a worthy  and  honored  citizen, 
and  though  nearly  eighty  years  have  passed  over 
his  head,  he  is  youthful  in  heart  and  mind,  and 
is  greatly  interested  in  everything  which  bears 
upon  the  prosperity  of  this  community  and  the 
general  public. 


AMES  D.  NEAL  is  a well-to-do  and  success- 
ful agriculturist  of  the  third  district  of  Caro- 
line County,  his  postoffice  address  being 
Andersontown.  His  homestead  is  finely  improved 
with  good  residence,  barns  and  other  buildings 
and  is  kept  up  in  a manner  that  denotes  the  skill- 
ful and  thrifty  nature  of  the  owner.  He  has 
given  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  farming 
since  he  was  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow  and 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  best  methods 
in  vogue  among  progressive  farmers.  He  takes 
several  of  the  leading  journals  relating  to  the 
subject,  and  is  well  posted  on  the  current  events 
of  the  dajr  besides.  In  all  public  enterprises  he 
is  interested,  and  in  local  affairs  endeavors  to  do 
his  share.  Following  his  father’s  example,  he 
votes  for  the  candidates  of  the  Democracy. 

Mr.  Neal  is  a native  of  Caroline  County,  born 
January  16,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Wingate  and 
Catherine  (Marine)  Neal,  both  natives  of  Sus- 
sex County,  Del.  Their  family  comprised  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  others 
are  as  follows:  William  J.,  George  R.,  Edward 
W. , James  D.,  Rhoda  A.,  Martha  J.  and  Mary 
C.  Wingate  Neal  lived  to  see  his  children  grown 
men  and  women,  occupying  useful  places  in  the 
busy  world,  and  putting  into  daily  practice  the 
high  principles  which  he  had  inculcated  into 
them  from  their  earliest  recollections.  He  was 
the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land,  and  was  quite 
successful  in  business.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 


ocrat. He  was  permitted  to  live  beyond  the 
average  age  of  man,  death  summoning  him  to  the 
silent  land  when  he  was  four-score  and  five  years 
of  age. 

December  16,  1885,  James  D.  Neal  married 
Mollie  R.  Green,  a daughter  of  Foster  and  Jane 
(Jump)  Green,  all  natives  of  this  county.  She 
was  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  possessed 
those  amiable  qualities  of  disposition  which  en- 
deared her  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  called 
to  her  reward  July  11,  1897,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years,  and  a large  circle  of  sincere  friends 
deeply  mourn  her  loss.  She  leaves  two  bright 
children,  a son  and  daughter,  viz.:  Allie  J.  and 
James  O.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  the  others  of 
the  family  regularly  attend. 

* — (|||)  1 — — 

HON.  ROBERT  P.  GRAHAM,  state  comp- 
troller of  Maryland,  is  not  only  one  of  the 
youngest  men  ever  elected  to  this  office,  but 
he  also  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Re- 
publican who  has  held  that  office  since  the  war. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  Maryland,  and  in  every  campaign 
uses  his  influence  to  increase  its  majority  in  the 
state  elections.  As  an  organizer  he  has  few  su- 
periors, and  the  able  manner  in  which  he  plans 
and  executes  the  details  of  campaigns  has  brought 
him  before  the  public  repeatedly. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Graham,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a Union  soldier,  holding  a commission  in  the 
Purnell  Legion,  and  after  the  war  he  continued 
to  reside  in  Salisbury  until  his  death.  The  wife 
and  mother  was  Louisa  Collier,  a sister  of  Dr. 
Robert  Laird  Collier,  the  eminent  Unitarian 
divine.  She  is  still  living  and  is  now  in  her  sixty- 
ninth  year.  Robert  P.  was  born  April  7,  1868, 
in  Wicomico,  where  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  Salisbury  schools.  Later  he  took  the  regular 
classical  course  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
graduating  from  that  institution  with  honors. 
He  then  entered  the  Maryland  University  School 
of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888. 
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At  once  after  completing  his  professional  studies 
he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Salisbury,  of 
which  place  he  has  since  been  a resident.  His 
practice  in  the  courts  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  is  quite  extensive,  and  he  has  so 
successfully  conducted  many  important  cases  that 
he  has  gained  considerable  prominence  as  a 
lawyer. 

In  1893  Mr.  Graham  was  the  Republican  can- 
didate for  mayor  of  Salisbury.  He  was  nomin- 
nated  by  the  Wicomico  convention  for  state’s  at- 
torney in  1895.  At  the  Cambridge  convention, 
August  15,  1895,  he  was  nominated  by  his  party 
as  comptroller  of  the  state  and  in  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion won  by  a handsome  majority.  He  served  as 
delegate-at-large  from  Maryland  to  the  Repub- 
lican national  convention  of  1896.  He  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  party  platform  in  its  every  detail. 
In  1895  he  married  Caroline  Dorsey,  of  Balti- 
more, and  they  have  one  child,  Margaret. 


H FILLMORE  LANKFORD  is  a leading 
citizen  and  attorney-at-law  in  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County.  Following  the  examples 
of  his  distinguished  father  and  grandfather  he 
has  been  prominent  in  public  life,  and  has  oc- 
cupied positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  with 
credit  to  himself  and  constituents.  Soon  after 
being  admitted  to  the  bar,  which  event  occurred 
when  he  was  barely  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the  county 
court  of  this  county,  and  after  serving  to  the 
full  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  a term  of 
six  years,  he  was  made  clerk  of  the  court  and 
held  that  position  for  two  terms,  or  twelve  years. 
Since  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  has  been 
fully  engaged  in  carrying  on  his  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice. 

The  Lankfords  seem  to  attain  a good  old  age 
as  a rule;  for  example,  our  subject’s  grandfather- 
was  ninety  at  death,  and  his  own  father  is 
now  seventy-five.  The  former,  Benjamin,  a na- 
tive of  this  county,  was  a large  land  owner,  and 
for  years  was  an  important  figure  in  Whig  poli- 


tics. This  is  a self-evident  fact,  when  it  is 
pointed  out  that  he  served  for  fourteen  terms  in 
the  Maryland  legislature  and  was  also  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  for  a period.  Henry  S., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  this  county 
also  and  was  brought  up  on  a farm.  In  middle 
age  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  and 
was  one  of  the  prosperous  business  men  of  Balti- 
more for  a quarter  of  a century  or  more.  In 
1869  he  returned  to  this  locality  and  has  ever 
since  been  occupied  in  the  management  of  a farm 
with  good  financial  results.  He  was  a member 
of  the  city  council  while  a resident  of  Baltimore, 
and  was  active  in  Republican  politics,  being 
elected  by  his  party  friends  to  the  house  of  dele- 
gates for  one  term.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Mary 
D.  Pinckard  in  her  girlhood.  She  was  a native 
of  Northumberland  County,  Va. , and  died  in 
1893,  aged  sixty-two  years.  She  left  three  chil- 
dren: H.  Fillmore;  Clarence  P. , attorney  of  Cris- 
field,  Md.;  and  Marion  D.,  wife  of  Benjamin  J. 
Barnes,  a farmer  of  this  county. 

The  birth  of  H.  F.  Lankford  occurred  April 
21,  1856,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  there  the 
first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent.  He 
then  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county,  and 
has  always  felt  that  here  is  his  home.  He 
was  educated  in  the  higher  branches  at  Washing- 
ton Academy,  of  Princess  Anne,  and  in  St.  John’s 
College,  at  Annapolis,  Md.  Soon  after  passing 
his  nineteenth  birthday  anniversary  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law  under  the  supervision  of 
Hon.  John  W.  Crisfield,  of  this  place,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  October,  1877.  He  had  not 
practiced  very  long  ere  he  was  given  the  place  of 
deputy  clerk  of  the  county  court,  as  previously 
stated,  and  then  was  made  clerk,  in  these  two 
offices  spending  eighteen  years.  It  may  well  be 
judged  that  actual  familiarity  with  all  of  the  rou- 
tine work  of  the  courts  and  general  experience 
fits  him  unusually  well  for  his  individual  practice 
and  he  is  doing  remarkably  well  in  his  chosen  field 
of  effort.  He  owns  a pretty  country  home  called 
Beckford,  the  property  adjoining  the  village 
limits.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  sav- 
ings bank  of  Somerset  County  and  is  now  a 
director  in  that  reliable  institution.  He  also 
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helped  materially  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Princess  Anne  Telephone  Company,  and  is  the 
president  of  this  organization.  In  short,  he  is 
one  of  the  exponents  of  modern  progress,  and  is 
always  ready  to  do  his  share  toward  furthering 
local  enterprises.  He  is  generally  popular,  and 
has  a kind  and  cheerful  word  for  every  one  he 
knows.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a stanch 
Republican. 

In  1880  Mr.  Lankford  married  Miss  Ida  A. 
Marshall,  of  this  town,  a lady  who  is  extremely 
well  educated  and  accomplished.  They  have  one 
son,  Henry,  who  is  a bright,  ambitious  youth  of 
sixteen  years.  Mrs.  Lankford  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 


ILFRED  BATEMAN,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  for  Talbot  County,  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  Easton,  and  is  prom- 
inent in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  By 
those  who  have  become  acquainted  with  him, 
either  in  society  or  in  public  life,  he  is  esteemed 
for  the  possession  of  the  traits  that  go  to  make  a 
successful  man.  In  disposition  he  is  energetic 
and  in  character  honorable.  As  the  incumbent 
of  the  office  of  circuit  clerk  he  discharges  every 
duty  with  fidelity  and  in  such  a manner  as  to 
reflect  credit  upon  his  ability. 

The  son  of  the  late  Col.  Henry  E.  Bateman, 
our  subject  was  born  January  17,  1859.  Al- 
though a native  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  has 
practically  spent  his  entire  life  in  Easton.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  teach  school  at 
Bailey’s  Neck,  and  there  he  continued  in  charge 
of  the  school  for  two  years.  The  school  of 
which  he  was  instructor  was  the  same  as  that 
taught  by  Chief  Judge  Russum  in  his  youth. 
Teaching,  however,  he  did  not  enter  upon  for  his 
life  work,  but  merely  as  a stepping-stone  to  the 
legal  profession.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
which  he  conducted  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Philip  Francis  Thomas.  In  1881  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar. 

At  once  entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 


sion, it  was  not  long  until  Mr.  Bateman  had  built 
up  a considerable  practice,  and  he  now  occupies  a 
front  place  in  his  chosen  profession.  Ever  since 
the  office  of  examiner  in  chancery  was  created  he 
has  held  the  position.  In  politics,  as  already 
stated,  he  is  a Democrat.  At  this  writing  he  is 
chairman  of  the  state  central  committee  of  Talbot 
County.  For  a time  he  was  council  to  the  Demo- 
cratic board  of  election  supervisors.  He  is  also 
council  for  the  Farmers  and  Merchants’  Bank  and 
the  Talbot  Savings  Bank. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Bateman  is  a thirty-second  de- 
gree Mason  and  belongs  to  Coats  Lodge,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  Talbot  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Chesa- 
peake Commandery,  K.  T.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  For  one  year  he  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Talbot  County  Fair 
Association.  He  is  identified  with  the  work  of 
Trinity  Cathedral,  and  is  one  of  its  trustees. 
Connected  with  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Yacht 
Club,  he  is  a member  of  the  board  of  governors. 
He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  many  years  of 
continued  usefulness  and  opportunities  for  serving 
others  may  be  predicted  for  him. 


AMES  R.  JONES.  After  years  of  industri- 
ous effort,  Mr.  Jones  has  retired  from  the 
occupation  to  which  his  active  life  was  de- 
voted. From  1847  until  1894  he  made  his  home 
upon  a farm  in  Kent  County,  which  through  his 
exertions  was  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improved  with  suitable  buildings.  In 
i860,  under  his  superintendence,  an  elegant  resi- 
dence was  built,  which,  with  the  other  improve- 
ments, cause  the  place  to  be  ranked  among  the 
finest  estates  in  the  county.  On  retiring  from 
agricultural  work  in  1894  he  came  to  Millington, 
and  here  he  has  since  resided,  renting  his  farm 
to  tenants. 

The  Jones  family  is  of  Welsh  extraction.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jesse  Jones,  was  born 
in  Delaware,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  farming  land.  Our 
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subject’s  father,  Jonathan  Jones,  was  born  in 
Kent  County,  Del.,  and  made  it  his  home  for 
some  years.  On  first  coming  to  Kent  County, 
Md.,  he  bought  the  old  Cruikshank  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  but  after  one  year  he  re- 
turned to  his  former  home  in  Delaware.  A few 
years  afterward  he  again  came  to  Kent  County 
and  adjoining  his  former  purchase  he  bought  the 
farm  known  as  the  Knox  and  Quimby  farm,  com- 
prising altogether  about  five  hundred  acres. 
Stock  raising  and  fruit  growing  he  made  his 
principal  occupations  and  in  both  of  them  he  at- 
tained a fair  degree  of  success.  His  prosperity 
is  worthy  of  especial  mention,  because  it  was  ob- 
tained through  his  unaided  exertions,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  energy  and  industry,  without  the  aid  of 
those  factitious  circumstances  that  sometimes 
assist  in  achieving  success.  In  politics  he  was 
always  loyal  to  Democratic  principles,  while  in 
religious  matters  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  Six  years 
before  his  death  he  retired  from  active  work, 
turning  over  the  management  of  his  land  to  our 
subject.  He  attained  an  advanced  age,  dying  at 
ninety-two  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Hannah  Rawlings  and  was  born  in 
West  Chester,  Pa.  Five  children  were  born  of 
her  marriage,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Henrietta,  widow  of  John  S.  Hurlock,  of  Kent 
County ; Joseph  R. ; and  Sarah  M.,  who  is  un- 
married. Our  subject  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  in  1825,  and  spent  his  boyhood  years  upon 
a farm  in  Delaware,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When  a 
young  man  he  began  to  cultivate  a farm  owned 
by  his  father,  and  remained  in  Delaware  for  a 
few  years.  In  1847,  however,  he  came  to  Kent 
County,  Md.,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  that  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  for  forty-seven  years. 
Meantime,  as  a Democrat,  he  became  interested 
in  public  affairs.  For  four  years  he  held  office 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers. He  and  his  family  are  actively  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  in 
which  he  officiates  as  steward  and  trustee. 

In  1849  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with 


Miss  Lydia  Rees,  daughter  of  John  R.  Rees,  of 
Delaware.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
named  as  follows:  Ella;  George  W.  and  William, 
who  are  farmers;  Lucy  R.,  Henrietta  and  Maggie. 


NON.  CALVIN  B.  TAYLOR,  an  attorney  of 
Berlin,  Worcester  County,  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place  and  ranks  high 
in  the  estimation  of  all  who  have  had  any  deal- 
ings with  him,  whether  in  a business,  social  or 
political  manner.  Recently  his  name  was  placed 
in  nomination  for  the  Maryland  house  of  dele- 
gates by  the  Democrats  of  his  county,  he  being  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  he  was  elected  by  a large  majority.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  county  school  examiner  of 
Worcester  County,  and  during  the  five  years  of 
his  service  in  that  capacity  he  was  also  secretary 
of  the  school  board  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
funds.  His  private  business  affairs  had  in  the 
meantime  grown  to  such  an  extent  and  the  work 
of  all  his  duties  had  become  so  onerous  that  he 
therefore  decided  to  resign  his  public  position, 
and  did  so  in  November,  1896. 

The  parents  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
were  Arthur  W.  and  Margaret  Ellen  (Bowen) 
Taylor,  who  came  from  old  and  honored  families 
of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  Delaware.  The  mother 
was  a daughter  of  Robert  F.  and  Andasia  I. 
Bowen.  Arthur  W.  Taylor  died  in  1858,  when 
our  subject  was  an  infant,  and  he  was  thus  de- 
prived of  a father’s  guiding  hand  and  loving  care. 
The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
moved  to  the  home  of  her  father,  where  she 
resided  until  her  death,  in  1876. 

The  birth  of  C.  B.  Taylor  occurred  in  1857, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin,  on  a farm  situated  on 
the  bank  of  the  Assateague  River.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  attending  school  and  in  assisting 
on  the  farm  until  the  death  of  his  mother. 
He  attributes,  to  a great  extent,  whatever  of  suc- 
cess in  life  he  has  attained  to  the  early  training  of 
his  mother,  she  being  instrumental  in  his  being 
able  to  repeat  the  one  hundred  and  seven  ques- 
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tions  in  the  shorter  catechism  of  his  church  by 
the  time  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 

After  he  had  mastered  the  elementary  branches 
of  learning  tanglit  in  the  public  high  schools  of 
Berlin  the  youth  entered  the  Western  Maryland 
College,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1882,  standing  second  in  the  large  class.  He  re- 
turned home  and  was  soon  tendered  a position  as 
principal  of  the  Berlin  high  schools.  He  con- 
cluded to  accept  the  same,  and  held  the  place  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  interested  in  the  mat- 
ter for  seven  years.  During  this  time  he  took 
up  legal  studies  with  Edward  D.  Martin,  a former 
teacher  and  now  a resident  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
In  1886  he  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
this  county  and  for  a few  years  was  in  partner- 
ship with  his  old  preceptor.  Since  1892  he  has 
conducted  his  practice  alone  and  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a remunerative  business.  I11  1890 
he  established  a bank  in  Berlin  and  is  having 
good  patronage  and  success. 

July  21,  1886,  Mr.  Taylor  married  Miss  Mat- 
tie  Collins,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.  They  are  both 
members  of  the  Buckingham  Presbyterian  Church 
of  this  place,  Mr.  Taylor  being  one  of  the  elders 
in  the  congregation.  He  is  past  grand  in  the 
Odd  Fellows’  lodge  and  is  a general  favorite  in 
society.  He  is  an  upright,  honorable  man  in  all 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow- men  and  richly  merits 
the  high  regard  which  is  bestowed  upon  him. 

— — y— > — • •(i-C  • ■ , •„  > • 

NON.  RANDOLPH  HUMPHREYS,  mayor  of 
Salisbury,  is  the  son  of  Gen.  Humphrey 
and  Elizabeth  (Parsons)  .Humphreys,  both 
natives  of  Somerset  County,  Md.,  the  former,  of 
English  and  the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  1799  and  died  in 
1882,  was  a member  of  the  state  militia,  in  which 
he  held  the  rank  of  general;  the  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  j^ears.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  their  union,  three  are 
living,  of  whom  Randolph  is  the  youngest.  The 
other  sons  are  Lafayette,  who  is  connected  with 


the  Salisbury  National  Bank,  and  Eugene  W., 
M.  D.,  a practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Salisbury. 

Born  in  Salisbury  April  7,  1853,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a student  in  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  town  until  the  age  of 
sixteen,  when  he  commenced  to  work  in  the  lum- 
ber yard  and  the  saw  and  planing  mill  owned  by 
his  father.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Humphreys  & 
Tilghman  by  purchasing  his  father’s  share. 
Besides  dealing  in  lumber  and  grain,  and  doing  a 
large  business  in  sawing  and  planing  lumber,  this 
firm  also  engaged  in  merchandising,  so  that 
Mr.  Humphreys  gained  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  business  in  many  of  its  forms.  From  boyhood 
he  has  also  been  extensively  interested  in  farm- 
ing. 

In  1894,  by  mutual  agreement,  after  a long  and 
successful  career,  the  firm  of  Humphreys  & 
Tilghman  was  dissolved.  Since  the  dissolution 
Mr.  Humphreys  has  given  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  fertilizers,  which  is  done  in  Balti- 
more. He  is  also  interested  in  the  Toadvine 
Lumber  Company,  of  North  Carolina,  one  of  the 
largest  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  the  south. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  board  of  trade  in 
Salisbury  he  has  been  its  president,  and  his  serv- 
ice of  nearly  ten  years  in  this  position  has  been 
most  helpful  to  the  town.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  devoted  to  part)"  interests.  However, 
he  has  many  warm  friends  among  the  members 
of  other  parties,  for  he  has  always  shown  himself 
less  a partisan  than  a patriot.  In  1894  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Salisbury  and  two  years  later  he 
was  again  called  to  serve  in  this  position.  Dur- 
ing his  administration  the  city  hall  has  been 
erected,  a handsome  brick  structure  that  is  an 
ornament  to  the  town.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Salisbury  fire  department  and  is  interested  in 
every  movement  that  has  for  its  design  the  im- 
provement of  the  city  where  he  resides.  He  has 
those  sterling  qualities  of  heart  and  intellect  that 
bring  him  the  friendship  of  the  people  and  the 
high  esteem  of  his  intimate  associates. 

In  1889  Mr.  Humphreys  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Buckner  Debman,  of  North 
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Carolina.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Florine  and  Mary.  In  religious  belief  Mr. 
Humphreys  is  an  Episcopalian  and  at  this  writing 
is  register  of  the  parish  where  he  resides. 
Personally  he  is  a perfect  type  of  physical  man- 
hood, large  and  handsome  and  well  proportioned; 
and  in  disposition  he  is  kind,  accommodating  and 
generous. 


RIFFIN  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  M.  D.,  of 
Greensborough,  was  born  at  Old  Town, 
Caroline  County,  Md.,  November  20,  1820, 
the  fourth  son  ofThomas  H.  and  Maria  (Thomas) 
Goldsborough.  The  history  of  the  family  can  be 
traced  back  to  Goldsborough  hall,  York  County, 
England,  1057.  His  father,  who  was  a lawyer 
and  planter  of  Old  Town,  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Katherine  (Fauntleroy)  Goldsborough,  a 
grandson  of  Nicholas  and  Sarah  (Turbutt)  Golds- 
borough, and  a great-grandson  of  Nicholas  and 
Ann  Goldsborough.  The  last-named  Nicholas, 
who  purchased  Old  Town  January  15,  1701,  was 
the  second  son  of  Nicholas  Goldsborough,  who 
came  to  America  from  York  County,  England,  in 
1670,  and  settled  on  Kent  Island,  Md.  His 
mother  was  Miss  Margaret  Howes,  of  Berks 
County,  England. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  primary 
education  in  a private  school  about  two  miles  from 
Old  Town  and  later  studied  under  Rev.  Henry 
Spencer,  president  of  a literary  institution  at  the 
Glebe  of  St.  Michael’s,  Talbot  County.  He  also 
attended  the  Brookville  Academy,  Montgomery 
County,  and  completed  his  general  education  in 
the  University  of  Maryland.  He  first  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  Albert  White  and  then,  re- 
turning to  the  University  of  Maryland  and  enter- 
ing the  medical  department,  continued  his  studies 
under  the  direction  of  Drs.  Potter  and  Hall.  He 
graduated  in  medicine  in  1858.  He  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Seaford,  Del., 
and  Greensborough,  Md. , near  Old  Town,  where 
he  now  resides  and  where  he  enjoys  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  In  1859  and  again  in  1875, 
he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  general 


assembly  of  Maryland,  and  in  1885  was  elected  to 
the  senate  or  upper  house  of  the  general  assembly, 
where  he  served  for  four  years.  During  the  ex- 
citing times  of  1860-64,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  political  life  of  the  state  and  was  prominent 
among  the  citizens  favoring  the  Confederacy. 
During  the  last  session  of  the  first  term  in  the 
lower  house  he  went  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va., 
where  he  had  an  interview  with  Gen.  A.  J.  (better 
known  as  “Stonewall”)  Jackson,  and  made  ar- 
rangements with  him  to  enter  the  Confederate 
army  at  the  close  of  the  legislative  session.  How- 
ever, the  session  was  broken  up  by  order  of  the 
Federal  government,  and  many  of  its  members 
arrested.  Dr.  Goldsborough  being  a member  of 
the  committee  on  federal  relations  (S.  T.  Wal- 
lace, chairman) , became  particularly  obnoxious 
to  the  Federal  government  owing  to  the  reports 
that  were  made  to  the  legislature  condemning 
many  of  the  acts  of  the  government  in  the  course  it 
pursued  toward  the  Confederacy.  He  and  several 
other  members  of  the  committee  were  arrested 
and  confined  in  Fort  Delaware,  where  he  was  de- 
tained for  six  months,  and  then  released  on  a 
parole  not  to  bear  arms.  In  1858,  when  arrange- 
ments were  being  perfected  to  build  the  Maryland 
& Delaware  Railroad  (now  the  Delaware  & 
Chesapeake  Railway) , the  stockholders  of  the 
corporation  elected  him  a director  of  the  railroad 
at  a meeting  held  in  Easton,  Md.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  until  1868,  when  he  was  elected 
treasurer,  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the 
company,  retaining  the  latter  office  until  1873. 

As  a young  man,  Dr.  Goldsborough  took  an 
interest  in  military  life.  In  1850  he  was  captain 
of  a cavalry  company  of  volunteers,  and  he  was 
later  commissioned  by  the  governor  of  Maryland 
adjutant-general  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land Volunteers.  In  August,  1841,  he  married 
Anne  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Reynolds 
(Church  of  England),  of  Stoke-Newington,  Lon- 
don, England.  They  were  married  in  Philadel- 
phia by  Rev.  Dr.  Clay,  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Their  children  were  five  in  number,  but  all  died 
in  childhood  except  Washington  Elwell  and  Anne 
Maria.  Mrs.  Goldsborough  died  May  30,  1846. 
The  second  marriage  of  Dr.  Goldsborough,  Octo- 
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ber  5,  1851,  united  him  with  Angelina,  daughter 
of  Hon.  William  M.  Hardcastle,  of  Castle  Hall. 
They  have  no  children.  The  daughter  of  the 
doctor  married  William  Massey,  February  4, 
1864;  they  have  no  children.  The  son,  Wash- 
ington Elwell  Goldsborough,  lawyer,  married, 
January  7,  1869,  Martha  Pearce,  daughter  of 
William  Winder  and  Williamina  E.  C.  (Golds- 
borough) Laird,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  viz.:  Washington  Laird,  Winder 
Elwell,  William  Winder,  Thomas  Alan  and 
Martha  Laird. 


■7  LMER  E-  BRALY  is  the  genial  and  pop- 
^ ular  proprietor  of Braly’s  Brick  Hotel,  a new 
_ and  modern  hostelry  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  general  public,  in  Cambridge,  Dorchester 
County.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  hotels 
on  the  peninsula,  if  not  upon  the  Eastern  Shore. 
The  structure  is  three  stories  in  height  and  one 
hundred  or  more  guests  can  be  entertained  under 
its  hospitable  roof.  The  host  is  a man  of  wide  ex- 
perience in  this  business,  and  his  commendable 
ambition  to  excel  has  been  the  foundation  for  his 
success.  In  1897  Mr.  Braly  leased  the  Hotel  Cam- 
bridge, another  good  house,  but  which  had  not 
been  profitable  under  its  former  management,  and 
he  has  instituted  several  marked  changes  for  the 
better  in  the  same,  and  now  conducts  the  business 
in  addition  to  that  he  already  had.  Both  the 
hotels  are  well  furnished,  new  and  modern  in 
every  feature,  and  especially  in  the  summer  sea- 
son are  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  afford  accommo- 
dation to  the  many  who  desire  to  avail  themselves 
of  a few  days  or  weeks  in  the  beautiful  town  and 
vicinity.  Judging  by  the  past  year’s  experience, 
Mr.  Braly  will  undoubtedly  be  led  to  make  addi- 
tions to  the  hotels  and  increase  the  number  of  his 
employees. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  son  of 
Martin  and  Phoebe  (Herbert)  Braly,  and  was 
born  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  May  17,  1861.  He 
was  a student  in  the  high  school,  and  after  his 
graduation  in  1888  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 


with  Judge  Stake,  of  Hagerstown.  He  did  not 
find  this  calling  to  his  liking,  however,  and  he 
soon  found  a position  as  a hotel  clerk  in  the  Bald- 
win House,  of  his  native  city.  When  some  six 
months  or  more  had  elapsed  he  accepted  a position 
ascashier  of  the  Riggs  House,  in  Washington,  D. 
C. , and  there  he  remained  five  years,  becoming 
familiar  with  the  requirements  of  the  vocation. 
In  1887  he  determined  to  enter  the  same  field  of 
effort  upon  his  own  account,  and  coming  to  Cam- 
bridge, he  was  manager  of  the  Maryland  Central 
Hotel  up  to  the  time  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1892.  A new  and  well-equipped  building 
was  at  once  erected,  and  when  it  was  completed 
he  took  charge  of  what  has  since  been  known  as 
Braly’s  Brick  Hotel.  The  large  dining  room  is 
pleasant  and  attractive,  and  the  table  service  is 
excellent,  all  of  the  delicacies  of  the  season  being 
furnished,  and  the  cooking  being  superintended 
by  a competent  chef. 

In  April,  1887,  Mr.  Braly  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  Cranwell,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Susan 
Cranwell,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.  They  have  but 
one  child,  a bright  little  girl,  whom  they  have 
named  Helen. 


ILLIAM  J.  COLEMAN,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Kent  County,  has  shown  in 
his  successful  career  that  he  has  the  ability 
to  plan  wisely  and  execute  with  energy,  a combina- 
tion which,  when  possessed  by  men  in  any  walk 
of  life,  never  fails  to  effect  notable  results.  At 
the  age  of  twenty- four  he  learned  the  wheel- 
wright’s trade,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
followed,  and  in  1893  he  established  a general 
store  in  Coleman,  which  he  is  still  conducting 
with  marked  success,  while  his  wife  serves  as 
postmistress  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  born  in  1848,  in  Kent  Coun- 
ty, of  which  his  father,  John  W.  Coleman,  was 
also  a native,  and  the  family  is  of  English  origin. 
The  father  made  his  home  near  Reese’s  Corners, 
where  for  many  years  he  carried  on  operations  as 
a carpenter  and  builder,  and  died  at  that  place  in 
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1858,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  He  had  mar- 
ried Sarah  E.  Fillingen,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children,  but  only  two  are  npw  living:  William 
J.,  still  a resident  of  Kent  County,  and  J. 
Thomas. 

Our  subject  received  a good  practical  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
since  attaining  to  man’s  estate  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  business  interests  as 
before  stated.  In  1877  he  wedded  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Parks,  a daughter  of  Alexander  Parks,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Jessie  B.  and 
Myrtle  Effa.  The  family  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Cole- 
man has  served  as  trustee  of  the  church  for  some 
time.  As  an  upright,  honorable  business  man, 
his  course  has  commended  him  to  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  entire  community,  and  as  a citi- 
zen he  meets  every  requirement 


OSEPH  ENNALLS  MUSE  CHAMBER- 
LAINE,  M.  D.,  of  Easton,  has  for  many 
years  been  one  of  the  most  eminent  medical 
practitioners  of  Talbot  County.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  native  sons  of  the  county,  his  birth  oc- 
curring February  18,  1826,  upon  a farm  on  the 
Chop  tank  Run,  twelve  miles  from  Easton.  His 
father,  Samuel  Chamberlaine,  was  born  in  Oxford 
Neck,  Talbot  County,  served  as  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812  at  St.  Michael’s,  and  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  throughout  life,  but  died  in 
1828,  during  early  manhood.  His  brother,  James 
Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  was  a prosperous  and  prom- 
inent farmer  and  slave-holder  of  Talbot  County. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  doctor  were 
Samuel  and  Henrietta  Maria  (Hollyday)  Cham- 
berlaine, while  the  maternal  grandparents  were 
Dr.  W.  W.  and  Margaret  (Muse)  Davis,  of 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.  The  doctor’s 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Arianna  W. 
Davis,  and  was  a native  of  Dorchester  County, 
Md.  In  her  family  were  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  Marian  A.,  who 
married  a Mr.  Trippe  and  became  the  mother  of 


Dr.  Trippe  of  “The  Oak,’’  of  Talbot  County; 
Henrietta  Maria,  who  married  George  Archer 
Thomas,  of  Cecil  County,  Md.,  and  has  a daugh- 
ter; Samuel,  a farmer,  who  died  in  middle  life; 
William  Muse,  who  died  in  Texas  during  the 
early  part  of  the  war;  Margaret  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried a first  cousin,  James  W.  L.  Chamberlaine, 
now  of  Baltimore;  and  Joseph  E.  M.,  of  this 
sketch. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Dr.  Chamberlaine 
accompanied  his  mother  on  her  removal  to  Easton, 
where  she  died  in  1835,  when  he  was  only 
nine  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  live  with  his 
great-uncle,  Dr.  Muse,  of  Cambridge,  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  place  and  Easton.  Subsequently  he  was 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  has  since  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Easton.  He  has  that  true  love  for  his 
work  without  which  there  can  be  no  success, 
and  has  always  been  a progressive  physician, 
constantly  improving  on  his  own  and  other’s 
methods  and  gaining  further  encouragement  and 
inspiration  from  the  performance  of  each  day’s 
duties. 

January  14,  1851,  the  doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  B.,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Bullitt)  Hayward 
and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  I.  Bullitt.  To 
them  were  born  four  children,  but  only  two  are 
now  living:  Elizabeth  B.,  wife  of  Emmett  Hay- 
ward, and  Joseph,  a farmer  of  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty, Md.  His  first  wife  died  March  2,  1861.  June 
19,  1866,  Dr.  Chamberlaine  wedded  Miss  S. 

Catherine  Earle,  daughter  of  Judge  Earle,  of 
Centreville. 

The  doctor  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
prosperous  citizens  of  Easton  as  well  as  one  of  its 
most  prominent  physicians,  and  is  the  owner  of 
two  or  three  fine  farms.  Previous  to  the  war  he 
was  a slave-holder,  but  was  a strong  Union  man, 
and  has  since  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
family  for  generations  had  either  been  members 
of  the  Federalist  or  Whig  parties,  and  he  sup- 
ported the  latter  previous  to  the  organization  of 


562 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member  of  the 
American  and  State  Medical  Association,  and 
also  of  the  Chirurgical  Society  of  Maryland, 
while  religiously  he  is  quite  a prominent  and 
active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
now  serving  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Cathe- 
dral. Wherever  he  goes  the  doctor  wins  friends 
and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  being  able  to  re- 
tain them. 

> ♦•>*>  c - i — 

Henry  l.  d.  Stanford  is  one  of  the 

leading  attorneys-at-law  of  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County.  He  located  here  in  Janu- 
ary, 1895,  becoming  a partner  of  Joshua  W. 
Miles,  member  of  congress.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  quite  ac- 
tive in  the  party.  He  was  appointed  supervisor 
of  elections  by  Governor  Lowndes  and  served  as 
such,  but  with  that  exception  has  never  held 
public  office. 

A native  of  Salisbury,  Md.,  Mr.  Stanford  was 
born  October  2,  1856.  He  is  a son  of  Isaac  W. 
H.  and  Martha  J.  (Moore)  Stanford,  who  were 
both  natives  of  Wicomico  County.  The  father, 
a merchant  tailor  by  occupation,  was  the  first 
postmaster  of  Salisbury,  under  Lincoln’s  admin- 
istration, and  once  served  as  a member  of  the 
Maryland  legislature.  His  death  took  place  when 
he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  forty-three 
years  old.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  died  in  1883,  when 
in  her  sixtieth  year,  leaving  four  children.  Will- 
iamanna  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Rider,  now  of 
Washington,  D.  C.  Mary  S.  is  the  wife  of  Rich- 
ard A.  Atwood,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Samuel  M.  is 
in  the  commission  business  in  Omaha,  Neb. 

H.  L.  D.  Stanford  passed  his  early  days  under 
the  parental  roof  at  Salisbury.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when 
he  went  to  Baltimore  and  was  there  a student  in 
the  grammar  school  three  years.  When  in  his 
sixteenth  year  he  commenced  clerking  in  a law 
office  in  that  city,  and  was  thus  employed  for 
some  five  years.  Having  become  quite  familiar 


with  the  lore  of  the  profession  in  the  meantime, 
he  decided  to  enter  it  for  himself,  but  the  opportu- 
nity did  not  at  once  present  itself.  He  was  a clerk 
in  a hotel  in  Princess  Anne  from  1876  to  1882  and 
next  took  a clerkship  with  a Washington  (D.  C.) 
law  firm,  with  whom  he  continued  six  years.  In 
1888  he  began  reading  law  with  Judge  Henry 
Page  and  Joshua  W.  Miles,  of  this  town.  (See 
their  sketches  elsewhere  in  this  volume.)  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1890,  and  in 
August  of  that  year  opened  an  office  in  Salisbury. 
He  was  associated  with  Hon.  Robert  P.  Graham, 
now  state  comptroller,  until  the  close  of  1894. 
Since  then  he  has  been  practicing  his  profession 
in  Princess  Anne.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  being  identified  with  Manokin  Lodge  No. 
106,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Heptasophs.  In  the  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a member,  he  is  also  a vestryman. 

In  1895  Mr.  Stanford  married  Miss  Marian  F. , 
daughter  of  C.  C.  Waller,  who  is  now’ the  general 
freight  and  passenger  agent  for  the  Queen  Anne 
Railroad  Company.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford 
have  been  born  two  children,  Marian  Waller  and 
Henry  L-  D.,  Jr. 


ILLIAM  E.  JARRELL  has  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  the  first  district  of  Kent  County  for 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century.  He  is  a self-made 
man,  and  is  literally  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune. Through  his  energetic  efforts  and  deter- 
mination to  succeed  he  has  prospered  year  by 
year,  until  he  is  now  in  very  good  circumstances 
financially.  Not  contented  with  confining  him- 
self to  the  somewhat  limited  scope  of  agriculture 
in  its  strictest  form,  he  has  branched  out  into 
other  enterprises,  and  has  been  uniformly  success- 
ful in  those  ventures.  Provided  that  a man  has 
perseverance  and  pluck  in  addition  to  industrious 
habits  of  working  he  is  pretty  certain  of  meeting 
with  the  golden  reward  he  seeks,  and  so  it  has 
happened  in  his  case. 

Robert  Jarrell,  father  of  the  above,  was  a native 
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of  Caroline  County,  and  there  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  engaged  in  the  management  of 
his  farm.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
regretted  by  all  who  had  known  him . First  a 
Whig,  he  later  became  allied  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  for  several  years  judgfe  of  the  or- 
phans’ court.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Tem- 
ple, and  Queen  Anne’s  County  the  place  of  her 
birth.  She  was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond 
when  about  three-score  years  of  age,  and  left 
eight  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  Annie  E.  is 
the  widow  of  R.  J.  Orrell,  of  Caroline  County; 
Joshua  R.  is  a farmer  in  the  second  district  of  the 
same  county;  Robert  is  engaged  in  the  canning 
business  in  that  county;  Mary  T.  is  the  wife  of  M. 
H.  Gray,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Wesley  owns 
and  operates  a farm  near  Ridgely,  Caroline  Coun- 
ty; Louisa  married  W.  L-  Cooper,  of  that  county  ; 
Charles  L.  owns  the  old  homestead,  in  the  same 
locality;  and  our  subject  completes  the  number. 

William  E.  Jarrell  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sudlersville,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  September 
8,  1845,  and  w7as  reared  to  the  life  of  a farmer, 
receiving  practical  training  in  every  detail  of  the 
work  pertaining  to  the  proper  management  of  a 
homestead.  His  elementary  schooling  was  sup- 
plemented by  two  terms  spent  in  West  River 
Academy.  He  made  the  most  of  his  privileges, 
and  is  to-day  a very  well-informed  man  on  cur- 
rent events  and  general  affairs  in  the  great  world. 
When  he  was  about  twenty-one  he  began  clerk- 
ing, and  was  a resident  of  Green sborough,  Caro- 
line County,  some  time.  Returning  home  then, 
he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  one  year,  then 
removed  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  and  thus  acquired  some  cap- 
ital with  which  to  embark  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1872  he  came  to  Kent  County  and 
rented  a farm  for  three  years,  subsequently  pur- 
chasing the  fine  place  owned  by  William  T.  Spry. 
Hereon  he  has  since  dwelt,  having  in  the  mean- 
while greatly  improved  and  beautified  it.  There 
are  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land 
comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  this  valuable 
farm,  and  besides  this  he  owns  six  other  well- 


kept  and  fertile  tracts  of  land,  some  situated  in 
this,  and  some  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  Alto- 
gether he  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  about  fif- 
teen hundred  acres,  most  of  it  being  under  good 
cultivation.  At  times  he  has  dealt  in  farm  ma- 
chinery and  tools,  and  also  has  a good  trade  in 
phosphates.  He  invested  in  a small  sawmill  a 
few  years  ago,  and  is  cutting  oak  trees  into  lum- 
ber. In  short,  he  is  one  who  succeeds  in  about 
every  undertaking  he  turns  his  hand  to,  and  the 
reason  for  this  is  plainly  that  he  is  enterprising 
and  uses  good  judgment  in  the  management  of 
his  affairs. 

In  1871  Mr.  Jarrell  married  Maggie  E.  Clem- 
ments,  of  this  county,  and  their  only  child,  W. 
Frank,  is  now  attending  Randolph  College  at 
Ashland,  Va.  He  is  a young  man  of  fine  quali- 
fications, and  will  unquestionably  make  his 
mark.  Fairly  interested  in  political  matters,  Mr. 
Jarrell  is  a Democrat,  but  has  never  held  office, 
with  the  exception  of  having  been  a trustee  of  the 
almshouse  of  Kent  County  one  term.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  of  Chesterville,  and  is  a trustee  and  stew- 
ard in  the  same.  Upright  and  just  in  all  his 
dealings  with  his  fellow7s,  he  commands  the 
genuine  respect  of  all,  and  we  are  glad  to  give 
him  a place  in  this  volume,  which  records  the  his- 
tories of  the  leading  men  of  this  section . 


HOMAS  STEVENSON  has  spent  his  entire 
life  as  a resident  of  Lawsons  district,  Somer- 
set County,  where  at  different  times  he  has 
followed  various  occupations.  When  a boy  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter  and  this  he 
followed  uninterruptedly  through  the  years  of 
early  manhood.  For  a time  he  was  also  engaged 
in  the  oyster  trade.  In  1871  he  opened  a general 
store  near  his  home,  and  also  began  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  since  which 
time  he  has  added  to  his  original  estate  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres,  all  well 
improved. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  T.  Steven- 
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son,  was  born  in  Somerset  County  in  1809  and 
spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  place  now  occupied 
by  his  son.  Having  learned  the  ship  carpenter’s 
trade  in  youth,  he  made  this  his  life  occupation, 
and  met  with  excellent  success  as  a master 
builder.  Under  his  supervision  nearly  one  hun- 
dred vessels  were  built.  I11  addition  to  this 
work  he  also  superintended  the  management  of 
his  farm  property.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  steward  and  a member  of  the 
official  board.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  By  his  marriage  to 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ward,  he  had  eight 
children.  Three  sons  are  now  living:  Thomas, 
William  J.  and  Benjamin  F.,  who  also  occupy 
portions  of  the  old  homestead.  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  a woman  of  noble 
Christian  character.  She  died  when  seventy-two 
years  of  age. 

O11  the  farm,  where  he  was  born  in  1835,  our 
subject  passed  the  years  of  his  youth,  meantime 
receiving  a common- school  education  and  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter,  which  he  after- 
ward followed.  He  takes  an  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a trustee  for 
several  years.  By  his  marriage  to  Aurinthia  A. 
Miles,  daughter  of  John  H.  Miles,  he  has  three 
children,  Lizzie  M.,  Ira  E.  and  Alula  E. , the 
last-named  being  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Horsey,  of 
Marion. 


NON.  JAMES  LAWS.  There  are  few  resi- 
dents of  Pittsburg  district,  Wicomico  County, 
who  are  more  intimately  identified  with  its 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  than  the 
subject  of  this  article.  In  public  affairs  he  has 
been  a prominent  factor  and  his  influence  has 
been  given  to  the  promotion  of  progressive  en- 
terprises. As  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  he 
served  one  term  of  four  years,  then,  after  an  in- 


terval of  equal  length,  was  re-elected,  serving 
two  consecutive  terms,  or  eight  years,  and  being 
chief  judge  during  his  last  term.  For  a short 
time  he  was  also  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  personal  and  property  interests  of  Judge 
Laws  are*valuable.  He  owns  four  farms,  com- 
prising about  eight  hundred  acres  of  very  fine 
land  in  Worcester  County,  besides  two  farms  in 
Dennis  district,  Wicomico  County,  aggregating 
five  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  well-improved 
land.  He  also  owns  a store  building  at  Pittsville 
and  another,  of  brick,  in  Salisbury,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a saw-mill,  having  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  addition  to  general  farm  pursuits. 
From  1886  to  1888  he  carried  on  a mercantile 
business  at  Pittsville,  but  then  sold  out,  and  in 
1892  retired  from  active  participation  in  business 
affairs. 

In  Dennis  district,  Worcester  (now  Wicomico) 
County,  Md.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born, 
February  3,  1824.  His  father,  William,  was  a 
son  of  William,  Sr.,  and  a grandson  of  Elijah, 
who  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Wor- 
cester County.  Our  subject’s  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Dennis  district,  and  there  married 
Gertrude  Duncan.  He  was  an  extensive  planter 
and  slave  owner,  and  at  the  time  of  the  emanci- 
pation proclamation  he  owned  fifty  slaves  worth 
$50,000.  Five  children  were  born  of  his  mar- 
riage, namely:  James;  Margaret  L.,  Mrs.  Bur- 
bage, who  died  in  1870;  Mary  J.,  the  widow  of 
Stephen  L-  Purnell,  and  a resident  of  Snow  Hill, 
Worcester  County;  William  L-,  who  resides  on 
a part  of  the  old  homestead;  and  Catherine,  Mrs. 
John  Williams,  deceased. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  common  and  subscription  schools.  At  the 
age  of  thirty-four  he  left  the  old  homestead  and 
came  to  Pittsburg  district,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  In  1867  he  married  Sallie  M.  Fooks, 
and  eleven  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
four  of  whom  are  deceased.  William  E.,  a resi- 
dent of  Pittsville,  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness; James  R.  T.  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Salisbury;  Mary  died  in  1884;  Ida 
G.  is  the  widow  of  John  Williams;  Clarence  is  at 
home;  John  M.  and  Charles  E.  are  employed  as 
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clerks  in  their  brother’s  store  at  Salisbury;  and 
Lillian  M.  resides  with  her  parents.  Three  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy.  The  family  occupies  a high 
social  position  in  the  neighborhood  where  its 
members  reside. 


y'  HOMAS  J.  DIXON,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
IQ  citizens  of  Somerset  County,  has  made  his 
home  in  Princess  Anne  for  the  past  thirty- 
four  years.  He  is  an  advocate  of  Democratic 
principles  and  was  elected  sheriff  of  this  county 
in  the  fall  of  1879,  serving  as  such  for  one 
term.  In  1869  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
control  and  review;  here  and  in  numerous 
ways  he  has  sought  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
this  city,  his  chosen  home.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Somerset  County  Savings  Bank 
and  was  its  second  president,  serving  from  1892 
until  1895,  when  he  resigned,  in  order  to  attend 
to  his  extensive  business  interests  which  now 
command  his  whole  time,  though  he  is  still  a 
director  in  that  well-known  financial  institution. 

Though  now  seventy-six  years  of  age,  his 
birth  having  occurred  November  28,  1821,  Mr. 
Dixon  is  still  apparently  in  sound  health  of  mind 
and  body,  and  requires  no  assistance  in  the 
management  of  his  many  and  varied  business 
enterprises.  He  was  born  in  Westover,  Somer- 
set County,  his  parents  being  Nathaniel  and  Ann 
(Corbin)  Dixon,  natives  of  this  county  and  of 
Virginia,  respectively.  The  father  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  resided  in  this  county  during 
his  whole  life,  which  extended  over  a period  of 
eighty-four  years.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Democrat.  His  wife  died  when  only 
thirty-eight  years  of  age,  and  left  six  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 

Thomas  J.  Dixon  received  only  a country 
school  education  at  first  in  his  boyhood,  but 
being  desirous  of  wider  opportunities  he  attended 
Washington  Academy  of  this  place  for  a time. 
When  he  was  about  twenty  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  for  himself  at  Anne  Mesick, 
Somerset  County,  and  thus  spent  the  succeeding 


three  years.  Afterwards  he  followed  boating  and 
trading  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  for  two  years  or 
more,  and  then  settled  down  again,  conducting 
a store  in  Westover,  his  birthplace.  Since  that 
time  he  has  carried  on  business  undertakings  in 
various  towns  of  this  county  and  has  been 
uniformly  prosperous  in  these  enterprises.  Be- 
coming somewhat  of  a capitalist  in  time,  he 
began  loaning  money  on  security  and  has  held  a 
great  many  mortgages  on  real  estate  and  other 
property.  He  now  owns  seven  farms  situated 
within  the  county  and  comprising  altogether 
twenty-six  hundred  acres.  In  addition  to  this 
he  owns  about  seventy-five  business  houses  and 
residences  in  Crisfield  and  nearly  as  many  in 
Princess  Anne. 

In  1842  Mr.  Dixon  married  Miss  Sarah  Long, 
of  Somerset  County.  They  have  a substantial, 
pretty  home  in  this  city  and  are  much  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  They  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Mr.  Dixon  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  same. 
He  gives  liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of 
the  poor  and  needy  and  to  the  cause  of  religion. 


••  < 


. DWARD  P.  DAVIS  is  register  of  wills  in 
V)  Worcester  County,  having  been  elected  to 
— , the  office  November  2,  1897;  he  occupied  the 
position  of  deputy  for  thirteen  years  prior  to  this, 
and  is  painstaking,  accurate  and  systematic  in 
every  detail  of  his  work.  He  had  a hard  fight  for 
the  office  but  was  in  the  lead  on  his  ticket,  thirty- 
four  votes  at  the  polls.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  unusual  ability,  clearness  of  thought, 
good  judgment  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
the  least  of  his  duties.  He  has  been  an  earnest 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democracy  since 
attaining  his  majority  and  undoubtedly  will  be 
called  upon  in  the  future  to  occupy  more  respon- 
sible positions  of  public  trust  than  he  has  held  in 
the  past. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  James  E.  Davis, 
who  is  one  of  the  so-called  landmarks  of  this 
county.  He  is  eighty-three  years  of  age,  and  is 
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the  oldest  voter  in  the  county.  His  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  was  a daughter  of  Purnell  Johnson,  who 
came  from  an  old  family  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  The 
Davises  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  farmers 
and  have  been  prosperous,  peace-loving  people, 
who  preferred  to  keep  in  the  “even  tenor  of  their 
way”  to  branching  out  into  professional  or  com- 
mercial life.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Nathaniel  Davis,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina  and  brought  his  wife  and  family  to  this 
county  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
One  of  his  children  was  Edward,  the  grandfather 
of  Edward  P.  Davis  of  this  article. 

With  his  two  brothers,  John  Porter  and  Will- 
iam Thomas,  Edward  P.  Davis  grew  to  manhood 
in  this,  their  native  county.  The  brother  Will- 
iam T.  died  when  he  was  in  his  twenty-third 
year.  The  other  brother  married  Anna  Jones,  of 
Stockton,  Md.,  and  left  two  children,  Edward 
and  Marguerite,  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  forty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  also  somewhat  of  a mechanic.  The 
birth  of  Edward  P.  Davis  occurred  April  1,  1843, 
within  four  miles  of  Snow  Hill,  on  his  father’s 
farm.  He  early  developed  a taste  for  farming 
but  was  kept  in  school  until  he  was  about  seven- 
teen. Shortly  after  completing  his  education,  and 
before  he  was  )ret  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  his 
first  school  as  a teacher  and  was  thus  occupied 
for  several  years.  He  was  fond  of  working  with 
tools,  and  following  out  this  natural  bent,  became 
master  of  the  wheelwright’s  trade.  He  has  since 
been  employed  at  his  trade,  as  a farmer  and  has 
also  conducted  Ocean  View  House  a part  of  each 
year  for  a long  time.  This  favorite  resort  is 
located  upon  his  own  farm  at  Spence’s  Landing, 
and  is  but  six  and  a-half  miles  from  Snow  Hill. 
In  1883  Mr.  Davis  became  deputy  under  George 
P.  Bratten,  register  of  wills,  and  after  that  gentle- 
man’s death  continued  under  the  succeeding 
registers  until  elected  to  fill  the  office  himself. 

In  1871  Mr.  Davis  married  Mrs.  Susan  L. 
Boehm,  of  Cumberland,  Md.  She  was  the  widow 
of  Louis  C.  Boehm,  a division  superintendent  on 
the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  between  Cumber- 
land and  Wheeling.  By  that  marriage  Mrs. 


Davis  had  three  children:  Louis  E.,  an  artist  of 
Snow  Hill;  Charles  L.,  of  Baltimore,  with  the 
Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & Atlantic  Railroad  Com- 
pany; and  Alice  H.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  S. 
Barnes,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are 
members  of  All  Hallows  Episcopal  Church  of 
Snow  Hill,  in  which  he  has  been  a vestryman  for 
many  years. 


HARLES  W.  CROCKETT,  of  Pocomoke 
City,  Worcester  County,  is  one  of  our  most 
thorough-going  business  men.  He  is  justly 
entitled  to  be  termed  self-made,  for  to  himself 
alone  does  he  owe  the  position  of  affluence  and 
respect  that  he  now  maintains  in  society  and  the 
commercial  wTorld.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  ship- builders’  trade  since  he  was  a mere  lad 
of  thirteen  years  and  for  the  past  thirty  years  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business  in  Pocomoke  City. 
From  a humble  place  he  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
largest  ship  yards  in  the  county,  it  being  known 
as  the  Worcester  & Marine  Railway,  and  is  able 
to  give  employment  to  twenty  or  more  men. 

A son  of  Daniel  J.  and  Sarah  Crockett,  our  sub- 
ject was  boru  on  their  farm  near  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County,  June  4,  1854.  The  first  thir- 
teen years  of  his  life  were  passed  upon  the  old 
homestead,  after  which  he  hegan  working  for  his 
father  as  a ship  builder.  He  continued  in  his 
employ  for  some  twelve  years  and  then  went  into 
the  ship  yards  of  Young  & Colbourn,  of  this  city. 
He  was  soon  promoted  to  the  place  of  foreman, 
and  served  the  firm  in  that  capacity  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  thrifty  and  industrious,  and  as  a 
result  of  these  qualities  was  at  length  enabled  to 
buy  a half-interest  in  the  business  in  1890.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  practically  the  manager  of 
the  enterprise,  and  in  1892  he  became  the  sole 
owner  of  the  plant.  Under  his  supervision  there 
are  constructed  naphtha  and  steam  launches, 
oyster  boats,  and  various  kinds  of  ships  and 
vessels  for  the  coast  trade,  besides  a general  line 
of  repairing,  etc.,  is  done.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  his  political  con- 
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victions  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a man  of  integrity 
and  uprightness  in  word  and  deed,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  into  contact.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  is  a liberal  giver 
to  its  support. 

In  1873  Mr.  Crockett  married  Miss  Ella 
Brown,  of  Fruitland,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  a daughter,  viz.:  James,  Letha  and 
Charley.  The  family  have  a pleasant  home  and 
are  well  provided  with  many  of  the  luxuries  and 
necessities  of  life. 


OHN  H.  C.  KEMP.  Numbered  among  the 
flourishing  business  men  of  Trappe  district, 
Talbot  County,  is  this  gentleman,  whose 
pleasant  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and 
good  cheer.  Here  he  has  dwelt  for  the  past  seven- 
teen years,  during  which  time  he  has  instituted 
many  substantial  improvements  upon  the  place, 
and  now  has  brought  things  into  a thrifty  state. 
There  are  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  in 
the  homestead,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  owns  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  else- 
where, and  also  an  interest  in  his  father’s  old 
farm  in  Bay  Hundred  district. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  W.  Kemp,  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  and  came  to  this  county  in 
1814  with  his  father,  Thomas,  who  was  a ship- 
builder by  occupation,  but  had  now  decided  to  re- 
tire and  thenceforth  lead  a pastoral  life.  He 
purchased  land  and  removed  to  Wades  Point, 
where  he  died  a few  years  later.  John  W.  Kemp 
was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  in  1864  was  elected 
to  the  state  senate,  and  also  held  the  office  of 
county  commissioner  at  one  time.  He  was  a 
slave  holder  before  the  war,  but  was  a kind 
master.  He  died  in  1881,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Sally  Caulk,  of  St.  Michael’s 
district,  Talbot  County,  and  six  of  their  twelve 
children  survive.  They  are  as  follows:  Susan 
E- , widow  of  Charles  Stevens,  of  Denton;  John 
H.  C.;  Helen  D. , widow  of  Joseph  T.  Tunis,  who 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  Claiborne,  Md.; 
Joseph  O.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  at 


Wades  Point;  Fannie  K.,  wife  ol  Joseph  Lowe, 
of  Bay  Hundred  district;  and  Charles  A.,  who  is 
also  occupied  in  farming  in  that  district.  William 
T.,  who  was  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United 
States  navy,  died  in  1864;  Louisa  died  in  her 
thirtieth  year;  Albert  H.,when  seven  and  the 
others  died  in  infancy. 

J.  H.  C.  Kemp  was  born  on  a beautiful  farm 
overlooking  the  lovely  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  Bay 
Hundred  district, Talbot  County,  August  18,  1844. 
The  homestead  was  located  on  Wades  Point,  and 
here  he  grew  to  manhood.  The  attractions  of 
the  sea  proved  greater  to  him  than  those  of  agri- 
culture, and  thus,  when  he  was  sixteen  we  find 
him  seeking  employment  upon  one  of  the  numer- 
ous vessels  that  plied  the  bay.  He  followed  the 
life  of  a sailor  several  years  and  at  length  was 
given  entire  charge  of  a ship.  Becoming  wearied 
of  the  business  at  last  he  returned  to  fanning  and 
for  a few  years  carried  on  a place  adjoining  his 
old  home.  Then  he  moved  upon  that  farm  and 
it  was  not  until  1880  that  he  came  to  his  present 
dwelling. 

January  23,  1873,  Mr.  Kemp  married  Esther 
Hopkins,  of  this  district,  and  four  children  have 
blessed  their  union.  Elenor  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family;  William  T.,  a most  promising  young  man, 
is  a graduate  of  the  Annapolis  St.  John’s  College, 
and  has  entered  Columbia  College  of  New  York; 
Hester  A.  graduated  from  the  Easton  High 
School;  and  John  H.  C.,  Jr.,  is  the  youngest. 
The  father  deserves  great  credit  for  the  privileges 
which  he  has  bestowed  upon  his  children  in  an 
educational  way,  for,  feeling  the  need  of  better 
advantages  than  he  had  the  opportunity  of  enjoy- 
ing, he  resolved  that  his  young  people  should  not 
be  thus  deprived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  are  loyal 
members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  beloved  and  highly  esteemed  by  every- 
one in  this  neighborhood. 


LBERT  E.  ACWORTH,  one  of  the  worthy 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  first  dis- 
trict of  Wicomico  County,  comes  from  an 
old  and  honored  family  in  this  neighborhood,  a 
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family  that  has  borne  its  fair  share  in  whatever 
has  accrued  to  the  development  and  advancement 
of  the  county.  Originally  English,  they  came  to 
America  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  religious 
liberty  and  of  seeking,  under  new  conditions,  a 
livelihood  for  themselves  upon  a fertile,  virgin 
soil,  the  sod  of  which  had  never  yet  been  turned 
by  man.  The  great-grandfather  of  the  above- 
named  gentleman  was  one  Thomas  Acworth,  who 
was  born  upon  a farm  two  miles  from  the  home- 
stead of  Albert  E.,  and  the  grandfather,  Train 
Acworth,  was  likewise  a native  of  the  same  place. 

Train  Acworth  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the 
old  ancestral  home  and  when  he  arrived  at  man’s 
estate  he  did  as  his  forefathers  had  done,  in  the 
matter  of  choosing  rural  pursuits  as  his  means  of 
making  his  living.  He  became  very  well-to-do 
and  was  influential  among  his  associates  and 
neighbors.  In  order  to  be  better  equipped  for  the 
battle  of  life  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  when 
he  was  a youth  and  followed  it  more  or  less  sev- 
eral years.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1853,  he 
left  a large  landed  estate,  to  which  Albert  E.  and 
his  half-sister,  Mrs.  Dr.  W.  W.  Robinson,  of 
Baltimore,  as  the  only  children,  fell  heirs.  He 
was  a patriot  and  served  in  the  w' a r of  1812,  in 
the  defense  of  the  city^  of  Baltimore.  His  wife 
was  Nancy,  daughter  of  Edward  Hull,  and  her 
death  occurred  while  she  was  yet  a young  woman, 
in  1836.  A brother  of  Train  Acworth,  Beacham 
by  name,  was  deputy  sheriff  and  surveyor  of 
Somerset  Count)’  years  ago. 

Albert  E.  Acworth  was  born  upon  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  manages,  May  26,  1827. 
For  his  day,  he  had  better  educational  advantages 
than  did  most  of  his  boyhood  associates,  for  he  at- 
tended the  Salisbury  Academy  and  the  academy 
of  Princess  Anne,  after  he  had  exhausted  the 
meager  resources  of  the  district  school.  In  1848 
it  was  his  greater  privilege  to  enter  upon  a scien- 
tific and  classical  course  in  Princeton  College, 
from  which  renowned  institution  of  learning  he 
graduated  three  years  subsequently.  He  carried 
off  the  honors  of  his  class,  moreover,  and  was 
selected  to  deliver  the  oration  for  his  Cliosophic 
Society,  but  was  prevented  from  delivering  the 
address  on  account  of  sickness  at  home.  Soon 


after  his  graduation  young  Acworth  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  Easton  under  the  instruction  of 
T.  R.  Lockerman,  but  he  was  interrupted  in  his 
pursuits  by  the  illness  and  death  of  his  father,  in 
1853.  It  seemed  best  that  he  should  stay  at 
home  and  attend  to  the  management  of  the  farm, 
and  he  continued  to  do  so,  abandoning  his  pro- 
fessional career.  He  cultivates  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  raising  abundant  harvests. 

I11  1856  Mr.  Acworth  became  one  of  the  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Somerset  Union , and 
since  that  time  has  contributed  articles  on  farm- 
ing to  the  American  Farmer  and  the  Maryland 
Fa??ner.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  politically,  and  is  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  April  23,  1855,  he  married  Char- 
lotte E. , daughter  of  John  Dougherty,  of  this 
county,  and  she  has  been  a true  helpmate 
to  him  along  the  highway  of  life.  They  both 
enjoy  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  a large 
circle  of  acquaintances  and  take  pleasure  in  ex- 
tending a liberal,  open-hearted  hospitality  to  all. 


ABEZ  WRIGHT,  a retired  farmer  of  Dor- 
chester County,  is  quietly  spending  his 
declining  days  in  the  pretty  little  town  of 
Hurlock.  His  life  has  been  a very  useful,  busy 
one,  and  he  has  richly  earned  a season  of  rest. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  enjoying  their 
beautiful  home,  where  they  are  surrounded  with 
many  luxuries  and  evidences  of  refined  tastes, 
and  they  doubtless  appreciate  these  blessings  the 
more  keenly  in  that  they  procured  them  by  their 
own  arduous  efforts  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  this  county,  in  what 
is  now  called  the  twelfth  district,  December  31, 
1827,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  same  locality, 
receiving  such  advantages  in  an  educational 
way  as  was  afforded  him  by  the  district  schools. 
His  parents  were  Kennelly  and  Celia  (Lewis) 
Wright.  The  father  was  born  in  this  county 
November  14,  1798,  being  a son  of  Cornelius  and 
Bethany  Wright.  The  former  was  an  early 
resident  of  this  county,  and  of  Englisb-Scotch 
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descent,  and  when  he  commenced  his  business 
life  was  a poor  youth.  He  possessed  qualities 
that  rarely  fail  to  bring  success,  however,  and  by 
continued  industry  managed  to  amass  a consider- 
able amount  of  property.  He  had  a large  family, 
and  provided  well  for  them,  both  as  children 
and  when  they  were  getting  started  in  independ- 
ent occupations.  In  order  of  birth  they  were 
named  as  follows:  Christiana,  Arah  Ann,  Mar- 
garet Ann,  Hester  Ann,  Lovey,  Jabez,  Celia, 
Lewis,  Catherine,  Minus,  Bethany,  Betsy  Ann, 
Wilbur  F.  (who  died  in  childhood)  and  Abram. 
The  mother  was  a daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Lovey  Lewis  and  was  born  September  25,  1799. 

While  he  remained  at  home  with  his  parents, 
which  he  did  until  he  had  reached  his  majority, 
Jabez  Wright  lent  his  dutiful  assistance  to  the 
general  work  of  the  farm,  and  became  thor- 
oughly equipped  for  his  future  life  as  an  agri- 
culturist upon  his  own  account.  He  was  a dili- 
gent student  in  the  schools  of  the  period,  and 
was  called' upon  to  teach  for  two  terms,  which  he 
did  successfully.  Then  he  turned  his  attention 
solely  toward  farming  and  was  prospered  in  his 
various  labors  in  this  direction.  Politically  he 
was  first  a Whig,  and  joining  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party  soon  after  its  formation  he 
continued  to  lend  it  his  support  until  about  1889, 
when  he  became  convinced  in  his  own  mind  that 
the  Prohibition  party  needed  his  loyalty,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  voted  for  the  candidates  of 
that  party. 

November  7,  1850,  Mr.  Wright  married  Mary 
C.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Dorcas  (Nichols) 
Wright,  and  eight  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Rhoena  V.,  wife  of  Janies  R.  Nichols,  of 

this  county;  James  Marcus,  of  Federalsburg, 
Md.;  Margaret  A.,  who  died  in  childhood;  M. 
Rhodolph,  who  is  carrying  on  a ranch  in  Custer 
County,  Idaho;  Kennelly  J.,  a merchant  of  Hur- 
lock;  Alvin  W.,  a resident  of  Westville,  Conn.; 
Everett  K.  (twin  brother  of  Alvin),  a minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  St. 
Louis  conference,  and  Zed,  who  is  taking  a 
theological  course  in  the  seminary  at  Dover,  Del. 

It  is  a matter  of  great  happiness  to  our 
esteemed  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  that  their 


children  are  all  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  that  they  have  not  turned 
a deaf  ear  to  the  teaching  and  example  which 
their  parents  earnestly  strive  to  set  before  them. 
Surely  they  inherited  a much  greater  blessing 
than  wealth  or  power,  for  the  influence  of  a 
righteous  man  or  woman  is  beyond  imagination 
to  picture. 

— •—£-—> !-£<♦ <—  s’  - 

HOMAS  K.  ADREON  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive young  business  men  of  Deal’s 
Island,  Somerset  County.  His  ancestors, 
both  paternal  and  maternal,  were  prominent  in 
local  affairs  in  Baltimore  many  years  ago,  and 
were  ever  loyal  to  the  interests  of  that  city  and  of 
the  state.  On  his  father’s  side  he  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Christian  Adreon,  who  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  United  States  army  during  the  war 
of  18 12  and  bore  a part  in  the  battle  of  North 
Point,  when  the  British  forces  threatened  an 
attack  on  Baltimore.  O11  his  mother’s  side  he  is 
a great-grandson  of  Thomas  Kelso,  at  one  time  a 
well-known  millionaire  of  Baltimore. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Harrison,  a son  of 
William  Adreon,  was  born  and  reared  in  Balti- 
more and  en-gaged  in  practice  as  a lawyer  in  his 
native  city.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  sup- 
ported the  Union  and  entered  the  army,  in  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  For 
meritorious  service  he  was  breveted  lieutenant- 
colonel.  Under  the  Garfleld-Arthur  administra- 
tion, 1881-85,  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
Baltimore.  Plans  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  city 
and  the  benefit  of  the  people  received  his  hearty 
encouragement  and  practical  support,  and  his 
death,  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one,  was  a loss 
to  the  city  whose  interests  he  had  always  so 
loyally  upheld. 

The  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occurred 
in  Baltimore  in  1869.  He  was  educated  in  private 
schools,  being  given  the  best  advantages  which 
the  city  afforded  and  the  ample  means  of  his 
fatherjjendered  possible.  To  the  information 
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obtained  in  school  he  has  added  by  reading  of 
magazines  and  current  papers,  so  that  he  is  now 
a man  of  broad  culture.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  pension  business,  but  after  a time,  in  1895, 
removed  to  Deal’s  Island,  where  he  established  a 
general  store.  At  this  writing  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  two  stores  and  also  engages  in  the 
oyster  packing  business.  He  is  a member  of  the 
military  order  of  Loyal  Legion  at  Washington, 
D.C.  In  February,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Nannie, 
daughter  of  James  T.  Daniel,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears on  another  page.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Louisa  Jessie. 


ILLIAM  H.  DASHIELL,  county  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  Somerset  County, 
has  filled  this  very  responsible  position 
nearly  fourteen  years.  Since  his  early  manhood 
he  has  been  deeply  concerned  in  educational 
problems,  and  is  pre-eminently  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place.  Himself  a man  of  wide  expe- 
rience as  a teacher,  he  knows  exactly  what  the 
needs  of  pupil  and  teacher  are  and  can  meet  dif- 
ficulties pertaining  to  our  school  system  as  few 
citizens  of  general  information  could  do.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  general  superintendent  he  is  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  county  school  funds. 

Born  January  28,  1852,  Mr.  Dashiell  is  a son 
of  Rev.  John  H.  Dashiell,  D.  D.,  a native  of 
Salisbury,  Md.  The  father  was  reared  in  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Salisbury.  After  attending  Dickinson  College 
he  became  principal  of  Salisbury  Academy,  being 
honored  with  that  position  before  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  A year  or  more  passed  and  he 
removed  to  Baltimore,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  with  good  success  several  years.  In 
1858  and  1859  he  was  president  of  Dickinson 
Seminary,  of  Wilmington,  Pa.  At  length  he  en- 
tered the  ministry  and  preached  in  pulpits  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore  County 
and  in  Pennsylvania  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  In  1862  he  opened  a large  school  in  Balti- 
more and  conducted  it  for  eight  years,  at  the  end 


of  which  time  he  returned  to  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference and  remained  in  the  ministry  until  1891. 
He  then  retired  from  active  labor,  being  seventy 
years  of  age,  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  made 
his  home  in  Annapolis.  He  is  very  well  pre- 
served and  still  enjoys  life  with  all  the  enthusiasm 
of  a man  of  half  his  age.  He  married  Emily  W. 
Irving,  sister  of  Hon.  L.  T.  H.  Irving,  who  at 
one  time  was  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Maryland.  The  father  of  John  H.  was  Robert 
Dashiell,  who  was  born  in  Salisbury,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
many  years.  He  died  when  about  fifty  years  of 
age. 

The  early  years  in  the  life  of  William  H. 
Dashiell  were  spent  in  Baltimore.  Under  his 
father’s  excellent  instruction  he  made  rapid 
progress  in  his  studies  and  when  he  was  seven- 
teen he  entered  Dickinson  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1871,  two  years  later.  He  was  then 
nineteen  and  at  once  began  teaching,  having  been 
tendered  a position  as  principal  of  Smyrna  Acad- 
emy, of  Smyrna,  Del.  He  remained  in  that 
place  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
he  came  to  Princess  Anne,  with  the  intention  of 
taking  up  the  study  of  law  with  his  uncle,  Judge 
Irving.  He  persisted  in  his  determination,  and 
was  admitted  regularly  to  the  bar  of  this  county 
in  1875.  However,  his  inherited  taste  for  teach- 
ing soon  came  to  the  surface  again,  and  though 
he  has  practiced  law  in  a measure  he  has  made 
his  chief  business  in  life  the  education  of  the 
young  mind.  During  the  years  of  1877  and 
1878,  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school  of 
Crisfield  and  following  that  held  a similar 
position  in  the  Washington  high  school,  of 
Princess  Anne.  He  was  elected  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  and  took  charge  of  the  office, 
beginning  in  January,  1884.  He  is  an  able  at- 
torney and  has  been  one  of  the  court  examiners, 
master  in  chancery  for  several  years.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  Frater- 
nally he  is  past  master  of  Manokin  Lodge  No. 
106,  F.  & A.  M.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  he  is  an  active  worker  and  valued  mem- 
ber. For  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  congregation,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  been 
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superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is 
very  popular  with  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
his  acquaintance  and  his  friends  are  legion 
throughout  the  county. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Dashiell  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sallie  B.  Upshur.  She  was  a native  of 
Virginia  and  died  in  1886.  Seven  years  after- 
ward, in  1893,  Mr.  Dashiell  married  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Dougherty,  of  this  town,  and  they  have  one 
little  daughter,  Emily  Irving,  a sweet  little  sun- 
beam of  three  years  of  age. 


LEXANDER  C.  LOWERY.  Kent  Island 
was  very  fortunate  in  the  class  of  people 
who  settled  within  her  boundaries  a century 
or  two  ago,  and  whose  descendants  are  still  living 
here,  for  they  have  been  remarkable  for  traits  of 
persevering  industry,  good  citizenship,  and  that 
unselfish  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  which 
adds  much  to  the  desirability  of  any  community. 
Among  those  sturdy,  earnest  pioneers  of  the  civ- 
ilization which  has  since  come  to  the  island  was 
the  forefather  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 
He  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  removed  here 
in  his  vigorous  young  manhood,  to  make  a per- 
manent home.  This  man,  whose  Christian  name 
was  William,  bought  land  on  Coxey’s  Neck,  and 
this  property  was  handed  down  to  his  children, 
and  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  His 
daughter  Margaret  died  unmarried,  but  Annie 
married  Richard  Crisp,  of  Anne  Arundel  County, 
Md.,  and  their  children  are  numbered  among  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  that  locality  at  this 
time. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  Owens 
and  Mary  Emeline  (Walters)  Lowery,  both  na- 
tives of  this  island.  The  father  was  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1802,  and  grew  to  manhood  here,  his 
time  being  given  to  agriculture  as  long  as  he 
lived.  He  first  married  Eliza  Tolson  and  their 
children  were  Joseph  Owens,  who  died  on  Kent 
Island,  leaving  a widow  and  one  child,  a daughter; 
Harriet  D. , who  is  deceased , and  who  was  the  wife 
of  William  Coonsman,  of  Baltimore;  and  William 


S.,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Lowery  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Walters,  a leading  merchant  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County.  Alexander  is  their  only  son,  and 
the  two  girls  were  Sarah  Frances,  who  died  while 
young,  and  Mary  Ann,  also  deceased. 

A.  C.  Lowery  was  born  January  6,  1840,  011 
his  father’s  farm  and  has  always  resided  here. 
His  homestead  comprises  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five acres,  and  in  addition  to  managing  this 
property,  he  cultivates  a tract  of  like  size  adjoin- 
ing the  village  of  Kent  Island.  He  has  been 
very  active  and  successful  as  a business  man,  and 
though  he  does  his  duty  as  a citizen  and  voter, 
his  preference  being  for  the  Democratic  party, 
he  is  not  in  any  sense  a politician,  and  has  no 
desire  for  public  office.  As  a matter  of  accom- 
modation to  his  friends  and  neighbors  he  has 
served  a few  times  as  election  judge.  Socially 
he  is  a charter  member  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasophs,  of  Kent  Island. 

December  n,  1866,  Mr.  Lowery  married  Ma- 
ria L- , daughter  of  Samuel  White,  who  was  from 
one  of  the  old  county  families.  Eight  children 
came  to  bless  the  union  of  our  estimable  subject 
and  wife,  viz.:  Emma  K. ; Lulu,  who  became 

the  wife  of  Robert  Cook,  and  died,  leaving  no 
children;  Elizabeth  E , Claude,  Florence  M.;  and 
Mary  E.,  William  D.  and  William  A.,  deceased. 


ICTOR  CARROLL,  a popular  young  drug- 
gist of  Church  Creek,  Dorchester  County,  is 
one  of  her  most  enterprising  citizens.  He 
owns  a well-equipped  store,  where  in  addition  to 
the  regular  line  of  supplies  there  may  be  found 
all  kinds  of  toilet  luxuries,  stationery,  etc.  He 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people  as  a reliable 
pharmacist  and  as  a young  man  of  reliable  and 
commendable  habits.  He  is  attentive  to  his  busi- 
ness in  all  its  details,  and  keeps  his  store  and 
stock  in  a neat  and  attractive  manner.  He  has 
a constantly  increasing  trade  and  merits  the 
patronage  of  all. 

A son  of  Dr.  Thomas  King  Carroll,  our  sub- 
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ject  was  born  in  this  district,  May  5,  1865,  and 
was  reared  tinder  the  paternal  roof  until  he  was 
about  sixteen.  (For  further  history  of  his  par- 
ents and  family  see  sketch  of  his  father  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.)  He  had  been  an  apt  student  in 
the  local  schools,  and  when  he  was  only  in  his 
seventeenth  year  we  find  him  making  application 
for  a position  as  a teacher.  Having  passed  the 
required  examinations,  he  was  given  charge  of  a 
school  and  followed  that  vocation  for  a period  of 
about  fourteen  years.  He  was  a great  success  as 
an  instructor  of  youth,  and  it  was  with  regret 
that  the  school  directors  accepted  his  resignation 
finally.  Having  saved  a little  fortune  he  now 
invested  it  in  a drug  store,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted this  business  here.  He  is  a supporter  of 
the  Democracy,  and  has  served  as  tax  collector  of 
this  district  for  two  years.  He  gives  promise  of 
future  prosperity  in  the  financial  world,  as  he 
possesses  traits  of  character  which  usually  win 
success,  and  is  upright  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings 
with  others. 


EHARLES  E.  Me  SHANE,  of  Denton,  Caro- 
line County,  is  an  ambitious,  well-informed 
young  lawyer,  and  is  rapidly  building  up  a 
large  and  paying  practice.  He  was  given  an  ex- 
cellent education,  which  serves  as  a substantial 
foundation  for  the  superstructure  of  special  knowl- 
edge he  has  since  gained  in  his  chosen  field  of 
effort.  He  happily  possesses  just  those  qualities 
which  are  essential  to  success  in  any  line  of  en- 
deavor-pluck, perseverance  and  industry,  audit 
is  safe  to  predict  for  him  a brilliant  future. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Sullivan 
County  December  10,  1873,  being  one  of  the  five 
children  of  Patrick  H.  and  Catherine  E.  (Mc- 
Kenna) MeShane,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  One  of  their  children  is  deceased, 
and  those  who  survive  are  named  as  follows: 
Mary  E.,  Charles  E.,  Frank  P.  and  Catherine  V. 
Their  paternal  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land, and  coming  to  America  in  1845,  located  in 
New  York  City.  Their  grandmother,  Ellen  Mc- 


Kenna, is  still  living,  and  is  hale  and  hearty,  both 
in  mind  and  body,  for  one  of  her  advanced 
years.  Patrick  MeShane  was  a prosperous  mer- 
chant at  Fishkill-on-the-Hudson,  in  New  York 
State,  for  many  years,  and  was  also  for  years  a 
resident  of  Wurtsboro,  in  the  same  state.  He 
was  engaged  in  general  merchandising,  and  also 
dealt  extensively  in  lumber.  In  1884  he  removed 
to  Ridgely,  Md.,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  place,  assisting  its  infant  enterprises,  etc.  He 
opened  a hotel  and  livery,  which  he  carried  on 
for  several  years,  or  until  1893,  when  he  came  to 
Denton.  Since  his  arrival  here  he  has  been  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  real-estate  ventures,  and  is 
doing  well. 

C.  E.  MeShane  continued  his  studies  in  the 
district  schools  until  he  had  mastered  the  ele- 
mentary branches,  and  then  feeling  the  desir- 
ability of  yet  greater  advantages  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  entering  one  of  the  high  schools 
there,  pursued  the  higher  branches  of  science, 
philosophy  and  literature  during  a period  of  three 
years.  Returning  home  he  commenced  reading 
law,  and  for  a year  and  a-half  was  a pupil  in  the 
legal  department  of  Dickinson  College,  of  Carlisle, 
Pa.  Then,  in  order  to  gain  the  necessary  ex- 
perience in  the  routine  work  of  the  courts,  and 
actual  application  of  the  general  principles  he 
had  learned  in  college,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Judge  Russum  and  that  of  Hon.  Henry  R.  Lewis, 
profitably  passing  the  next  two  and  a-half  years 
under  their  judicious  instruction  and  advice.  In 
1895  he  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  is 
now  practicing  in  Denton  with  good  success. 

— > ♦ 11§;)  • !*<♦ 1— 

OAH  ALEXANDER  HUTSON,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  in  Denton, 
Caroline  County,  is  a prominent  citizen  and 
a leader  in  the  local  Democracy.  He  has  served 
as  a judge  or  clerk  of  elections  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  and  in  1882  was  appointed  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  office  he  held  acceptably  to  all 
concerned  fourteen  years.  He  is  loyal  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  community,  and  is  actively  en- 
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gaged  in  the  promotion  of  all  movements  which 
he  believes  are  calculated  to  advance  our  pros- 
perity and  usefulness. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  above-named  gen- 
tleman, on  the  paternal  side  of  the  family,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  settled  in  America  before 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  His  son  Jacob,  who 
was  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  that  struggle,  and  won  the  title  of  cap- 
tain for  his  meritorious  service.  He  was  a native 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  spent  his  last  years  in  Maryland, 
dying  in  1812,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 
One  of  his  sons,  John,  was  born  in  this  state,  and 
when  he  grew  to  maturity  married  Catherine  M. 
Seaman,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  four  are 
deceased.  Those  living  are  named  in  the  order 
of  their  birth  as  follows:  Jacob,  Frank,  Kate, 

William,  N.  Alexander  (our  subject),  James  and 
Sallie. 

N.  A.  Hutson  was  born  May  9,  1841,  in 
Georgetown,  Kent  County,  Md. , and  when  he 
was  about  a year  old  his  parents  moved  to 
Smyrna,  Del.,  at  which  place  he  attended  the 
public  schools  in  his  boyhood.  When  he  was  in 
his  fifteenth  year  he  began  learning  the  tinner’s 
trade,  which  calling  he  followed  exclusively  until 
1863.  About  that  time  he  became  financially 
concerned  in  a large  canning  establishment,  and 
was  connected  therewith  until  1882  with  fair  suc- 
cess. His  public  life  and  practice  as  a justice  led 
him  to  enter  into  the  study  of  law,  with  the  result 
that  in  1896  he  was  regularly  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  this  county  and  is  now  devoting  himself  solely 
to  this  profession.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Heptasophs  and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In 
religion  he  is  an  earnest  Christian,  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  denomination. 

In  1863  Mr.  Hutson  married  Ann  P.  Murphy, 
a native  of  Caroline  County,  who  was  summoned 
to  the  home  beyond  in  April,  1883,  when  but 
forty  years  old,  and  left  one  daughter,  Ella  F. 
The  mother  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  1888  Mr.  Hutson 
married  Mary  F.Horney  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Lillian  A.  Mrs.  Hutson, 


who  was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
died  in  November,  1890,  aged  forty  years.  The 
lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  our  subject  was 
formerly  Miss  Cora  B.  Mcllvain  and  was  born  and 
reared  to  womanhood  in  Delaware.  She  is  a sec- 
ond cousin  of  ex-President  Harrison  on  the 
mother’s  side. 


ILLIAM-  H.  KELLEY.  Among  the  brave 
men  who  devoted  the  opening  years  of  their 
manhood  to  the  defense  of  our  country 
from  the  internal  foes  who  sought  her  dismem- 
berment was  Mr.  Kelley,  now  a prominent  resi- 
dent and  leading  business  man  of  Locust  Grove. 
A native  of  Maryland,  he  was  born  in  Baltimore 
County  in  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Amos  and  Susan 
(Hildbrandt)  Kelley,  in  whose  family  were 
eleven  children,  but  only  four  are  now  living. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. His  father  spent  his  entire  life  in  Balti- 
more County,  following  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing near  Towson,  where  he  died  in  1889,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Upon  the  home  farm  William  H.  Kelley  was 
reared  to  habits  of  thrift  and  industry,  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  obtained  a 
good  practical  education.  He  began  learning 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  but  his  labors  were  inter- 
rupted by  his  enlistment  in  Company  D,  Seventh 
Maryland  Infantry,  for  three  years.  Wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  he  was  for  four  months 
confined  in  the  hospital  before  he  was  able  to  re- 
join his  command.  With  his  regiment  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spott- 
sylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  South  Mountain,  Peters- 
burg, Five  Forks,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Fredericksburg  and  Appomattox,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  was  honorably  discharged,  in 
1865. 

On  his  return  to  his  home  in  Baltimore  County, 
Mr.  Kelley  completed  his  apprenticeship  and  has 
since  successfully  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith- 
ing,  having  established  a shop  in  Locust  Grove, 
whither  he  removed  in  1870.  He  also  does  con- 
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siderable  business  as  a millwright,  and  in  1896, 
in  connection  with  his  son,  Harry  P.,  opened  a 
store  in  Locust  Grove,  carrying  a full  and  com- 
plete line  of  hardware,  farm  implements,  dry 
goods  and  groceries.  A11  enterprising,  progress- 
ive business  man,  he  has  met  with  a well-de- 
served success  in  his  undertakings  and  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact. 

Mr.  Kelley  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ella 
Pennington,  and  the}'  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  children,  as  follows:  Henrietta  E.,  now 

the  wife  of  Barkley  Kilburn;  Grace  A.,  wife  of 
J.  E.  Svlvanius;  and  Harry  P.  The  family  holds 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  social  circles. 
For  some  time  Mr.  Kelley  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  has  ever  been  found  prompt  and  faith 
ful  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon 
him,  whether  public  or  private.  His  career  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  command  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  his  friends  are 
many. 


ROF.  ALEXANDER  CHAPLAIN,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  educators  residing  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  has  for  almost  thirty  years 
been  the  efficient  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Talbot  County.  Endowed  by  nature  with  high 
intellectual  qualities,  to  which  are  added  the 
discipline  and  embellishments  of  culture,  his  is 
an  attractive  personality,  and  among  his  friends 
are  numbered  some  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
accomplished  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

A native  of  Talbot  County,  the  professor  was 
born  in  Trappe,  March  31,  1835,  and  is  a son  of 
James  and  Eliza  (Stevens)  Chaplain,  also  natives 
of  that  locality,  the  former  born  in  1784,  and  the 
latter  in  1804.  On  both  sides  he  is  descended 
from  honored  and  highly  respected  ancestry. 
The  Chaplain  family  is  of  English  origin  and  its 
members  have  principally  been  connected  with 
the  Society  of  Friends,  attending  the  Third 
Haven  Meeting  House  in  Talbot  County.  The 


maternal  grandfather,  John  Stevens,  who  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Talbot 
County,  was  a large  land  holder  and  slave  owner, 
and  also  operated  a mill  and  conducted  a bark 
and  tan  yard.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous business  men  as  well  as  prominent  citizens  of 
his  community.  I11  his  family  were  four  sons: 
John,  a merchant  and  banker;  James,  a shipping 
merchant  of  Philadelphia;  William,  who  died 
when  young;  and  George,  a farmer. 

The  professor’s  father,  James  Chaplain,  was 
throughout  his  active  business  life  engaged  in 
farming  and  merchandising  and  met  with  a fair 
degree  of  success  in  his  undertakings.  For  many 
years  he  served  as  magistrate  and  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  prominent  men  of  his 
locality.  He  died  in  1844  in  the  faith  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  had 
for  many  years  been  a devout  member.  During 
the  war  of  1812  he  valiantly  aided  in  defense  of 
the  country.  His  widow  never  married  again 
but  long  survived  him,  dying  in  1888.  Of  their 
six  children,  one  died  in  childhood,  and  the 
others  are  as  follows:  John  F.  Chaplain,  D.  D., 

was  a graduate  of  Dickinson  College,  became 
a prominent  Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  and 
was  for  a time  located  in  Philadelphia,  but  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  charge  of  a congregation  in 
Allentown,  Pa.;  James  Stevens  graduated  at  the 
Maryland  University  with  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in 
Trappe,  Md.;  Sarah  married  James  Robinson, 
who  was  for  some  time  a merchant  in  Trappe, 
Md.,  and  later  removed  to  Baltimore,  where  her 
death  occurred;  Alexander  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  and  Mary  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  J.  Willis,  a farmer  of  Kent  County,  Md., 
where  she  passed  away. 

In  his  birthplace,  Professor  Chaplain  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  in  the 
schools  of  Trappe  prepared  for  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, which  he  entered  in  1851.  After  leav- 
ing college  in  1854  he  commenced  teaching  in 
Trappe,  where  he  remained  five  years,  and  then 
came  to  Easton  as  assistant  teacher  in  the  Easton 
Academy,  serving  in  that  capacity  during  the 
year  1859-60.  Returning  to  Trappe,  he  taught 
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there  until  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools  in  1868,  and  has  since  acceptably  served 
in  that  capacity,  making  his  home  in  Easton. 
Under  his  careful  supervision  the  standard  of  the 
schools  has  been  greatly  raised,  so  that  they  are 
now  among  the  best  in  the  state. 

I11  1863  Professor  Chaplain  married  Miss  Elma 
Kemp,  ofTrappe,  who  died  in  1869,  leaving  one 
child,  Maude,  who  is  with  her  father.  The  pro- 
fessor was  again  married  in  1872,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Emily  Thomas,  of  Dorchester 
County,  Md.,  and  to  them  was  born  a daughter, 
Eleanor.  He  is  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  and  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  trustee 
of  the  church.  With  the  exception  of  his  college 
societies  he  has  never  joined  any  fraternal  organ- 
izations. He  is  a pleasant,  genial  and  polished 
gentleman,  of  high  social  qualities  and  very 
popular,  having  a most  extensive  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his 
genuine  worth. 


LARENCE  S.  HURLOCK.  One  of  the  most 
successful  farmers  and  business  men  of  Kent 
County  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  re- 
sides upon  a finely  improved  farm  in  the  first  dis- 
trict. In  addition  to  the  management  of  this 
place  he  carries  on  a canning  business  at  Massey, 
where  he  built  a canning  factory  in  1894  and  en- 
gaged in  canning  tomatoes  and  peaches.  The 
products  of  the  cannery  have  become  well  known 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  his  trade  is  large  and 
increasing.  He  also  owns  a sawmill,  situated  in 
the  upper  part  of  Queen  Anne’s  County. 

In  the  district  where  he  now  resides  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  June  3,  1851.  His 
father,  Samuel  Hurlock,  was  born  near  Massey, 
in  this  district,  April  12,  1821,  and  when  about 
twelve  years  of  age  began  to  clerk  in  Millington, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Shortly  after 
attaining  his  majority  he  bought  a farm  in  this 
district  and  upon  it  he  resided,  engaged  in  its 


cultivation,  until  1881.  He  then  removed  to  a 
large  farm  in  Cecil  County,  near  Cecilton,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  His  advancing 
years  have  not  brought  the  usual  infirmities  of 
age.  He  is  robust  and  hale,  and  can  ride  in  a 
fox  hunt  to-day  with  the  same  speed  that  made 
him  noted  in  his  neighborhood  when  he  was  a 
younger  man.  Firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  he  has  nevertheless  always  refused 
official  honors  and  positions  of  prominence. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Hur- 
lock, was  born  in  Delaware,  and  served  in  the 
war  of  18 1 2,  participating  in  the  battle  of  George- 
town. His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Seamans 
family,  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  their  lo- 
cality. Our  subject’s  mother,  Mary  Rebecca, 
was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Money,  and  died 
October  19,  1866,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four.  In 
religious  belief  she  was  identified  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Four  children  born  of  her  mar- 
riage died  in  infancy,  and  she  left  but  one  child, 
our  subject.  The  latter  remained  at  home  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a student  in 
the  academy  at  Smyrna,  Del.,  and  there  the  two 
ensuing  terms  were  spent.  Afterward  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  state  normal  school  of 
Pennsylvania.  Returning  home  in  July,  1869, 
he  took  up  the  active  work  of  farming,  and  now 
superintends  two  large  farms  for  his  father.  Janu- 
ary 23,  1873,  he  married  Adelaide  Meginniss,  of 
the  first  district,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Mary,  Samuel  S.,  Florence  and  Eleanor. 

In  the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party  Mr. 
Hurlock  has  been  very  active  and  influential. 
However,  he  has  never  sought  office,  and  those 
that  have  been  given  him  have  come  unsought 
and  unsolicited.  In  1892  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  Kent  County,  which  responsible  position 
he  filled  for  two  years.  I11  1897  he  was  elected 
register  of  wills  for  a term  of  six  years.  He  has 
the  greatest  faith  in  the  principles  for  which  his 
party  stands,  and  believes  that  if  fully  carried  out 
they  would  bring  prosperity  to  our  nation  and 
happiness  to  our  people.  His  financial  interests 
are  large.  He  is  engaged  in  the  stock  business, 
also  owns  a sawmill  in  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
has  a threshing  machine  that  is  extensively  used 
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in  the  season,  and  is  proprietor  of  the  cannery  at 
Massey.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  he  has  officiated  as  vestry- 
man since  1875. 


AMES  T.  DANIEL  is  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  on  Deal’s  Island,  Somerset 
County,  and  also  devotes  some  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  of  twenty  acres.  The 
store  that  he  owns  is  situated  in  the  lower  pnd  of 
the  island,  at  Wenona  postoffice,  and  is  stocked 
with  a full  line  of  supplies  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  the  people  of  this  section.  He  is  interested  in 
matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  and 
takes  a warm  interest  in  prohibition.  For  four 
years,  from  1876  to  1880,  he  held  office  as  judge 
of. the  orphans’  court.  At  one  time  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  legislature,  and  again  for  the  state 
senate,  but  declined  both  nominations. 

Traverse  Daniel,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  whence  at  the  age  of  about 
eighteen  he  came  to  Deal’s  Island.  For  a time  he 
taught  school  here,  but  later  gave  his  time  to  the 
cultivation  of  a farm,  becoming  the  owner  of  large 
tracts  of  land  and  securing  a competency.  On 
the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party  he  allied  him- 
self with  the  Republicans.  P'or  some  time  he 
served  as  magistrate  and  also  held  the  position  of 
deputy  collector  of  customs  at  this  port.  In  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  held  office  as 
trustee  and  steward.  He  died  here  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Wallace,  died  at  seventy-eight 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eighteen 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Biddy 
Mister,  a widow  residing  in  Baltimore,  and  James 
T.  William  died  October  13,  1897. 

On  Deal’s  Island  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  1830,  and  here  he  received  his  elementary 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  was  a 
student  for  two  years.  On  returning  home  he 
became  interested  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  he  has  since  followed.  In  his  fraternal 


relations  he  is  identified  with  the  Heptasophs. 
His  first  wife  was  Louisa  E.  Rowe,  who  became 
the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  six  now  living, 
viz.:  James  F. ; Mary  T.,  wife  ofThomas  H.  Kir- 
wan;  Nettie;  Charles  G.;  Gertrude,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  Arthur  Andrews;  and  Nancy  B.,  'wife  of 
Thomas  K.  Adreon.  By  his  second  marriage, 
which  united  him  with  Elizabeth  Andrews,  our 
subject  has  seven  children:  Nellie,  Clarence, 

Earl,  Mabel,  Arthur,  William  and  Thomas  W. 
The  family  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a steward  and 
trustee,  and  has  also  been  a local  preacher  for 
fifteen  years  or  more. 


OSEPH  W.  BROOKS  owns  a well-equipped 
ship  yard  with  marine  railway,  situated  on 
the  Little  Choptank  River,  in  Parsons  Creek 
district,  Dorchester  County.  Besides  the  man- 
agement of  the  yard,  he  also  owns  and  operates  a 
sawmill,  employing  in  both  places  as  man}'  as 
twenty  men  and  carrying  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. In  one  year  he  has  frequently  built  ten  or 
eleven  vessels,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  has  built 
more  sailing  boats  than  any  other  man  in  the 
state.  Altogether,  he  has  built  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  vessels. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  W.  and  Sallie 
(Saunders)  Brooks,  were  born  in  Parsons  Creek 
district,  and  here  died,  the  latter  at  fifty-four 
years,  and  the  former  when  only  thirty-five. 
Joseph  W.  was  the  only  child  of  the  marriage 
and  was  born  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
remained  with  his  mother  until  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  to  work  in  a ship  yard. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  of  four 
years,  he  began  to  follow  his  chosen  trade.  Being 
prompt,  industrious  and  energetic,  he  prospered 
from  the  first;  this,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
his  educational  advantages  had  been  limited  and 
his  knowledge  of  business  he  was  obliged  to  gain 
by  experience  rather  than  study.  Born  June  21, 
1832,  he  was  less  than  thirty  years  of  age  when 
he  started  a small  ship  yard  in  Parsons  Creek,  his 
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native  district,  and  here  he  has  since  carried  on 
an  increasing  business.  He  is  known  as  a reli- 
able, honest  and  enterprising  business  man,  one 
who  is  prompt  to  seize  an  opportunity  for  ad- 
vancing his  personal  interests,  though  always  re- 
fusing to  do  so  if  others  would  be  injured  thereby. 

Miss  Louisa  Tolley,  of  Dorchester  County,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Brooks,  and  remained 
his  faithful  helpmate  until  her  death,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years.  She  left  three  children 
namely:  Joseph  W.,  Jr.,  who  is  in  partnership 
with  his  father;  Birdie,  at  home;  and  Benja- 
min L-  In  politics  a Democrat,  Mr.  Brooks  was 
elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner, which  he  held  for  one  term,  retiring  in 
1894.  For  thirty  years  or  more  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
during  a portion  of  this  time  he  has  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


OUIS  KOSSUTH  WARREN,  a miller  of 
Cambridge,  Md.,  is  a man  of  keen  discrim- 
ination, industrious  habits  and  straight- 
forward business  methods.  He  is  a good  type  of 
the  self-made  man,  and  by  reason  of  his  many 
Christian  and  manly  qualities  commands  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  If 
England  has  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution 
contributed  anything  to  America’s  prosperity,  it 
has  been  by  giving  birth  to  the  men  who,  like 
our  subject,  are  inbred  with  principles  of  integ- 
rity, thrift  and  industry,  expressed  in  lives  of 
activity  and  replete  with  the  manly  virtues  so 
essential  to  the  commercial  and  industrial  prog- 
ress of  our  country,  as  well  as  forming  the  basis 
of  a noble,  patriotic  citizenship,  upon  which  alone 
can  the  American  government  ever  hope  to  stand. 

Mr.  Warren  was  born  in  England  November 
6,  1849,  but  when  only  six  months  old  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
Jabez  and  Margaret  (Webb)  Warren,  who  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia.  The  father,  who  is  well 
remembered  by  the  people  of  Cambridge,  was 
also  a native  of  England,  where  he  married.  The 
family  of  his  first  wife,  Lydia  Smith,  were  en- 


gaged in  the  manufacture  of  silk  goods,  and 
while  she  lived  he  was  their  American  represent- 
ative with  headquarters  at  Philadelphia.  This 
no  doubt  accounts  for  his  selection  of  the  Quaker 
City  as  his  future  home.  There  were  four  chil- 
dren by  the  first  union,  two  of  whom  are  still 
living,  and  our  subject  is  one  of  eight  children  of 
the  second  marriage.  From  Philadelphia  the 
family  removed  to  Cecil  County,  Md.,  and  thence 
after  the  war  to  Caroline  County.  The  father 
was  a man  of  decided  Union  sentiments  and  is 
said  to  have  been  one  of  three  men  in  his  district 
to  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  alternately 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile  and 
in  the  sawmill  business.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Cambridge,  where  his  last  days  were  passed. 

Louis  K.  Warren  always  remained  with  his  fa- 
ther, assisting  him  in  his  business,  and  long  be- 
fore he  reached  maturity  became  a practical  miller 
and  brick  and  tile  maker.  He  built  a brickyard 
in  Cambridge,  which  he  operated  successfully  for 
several  years,  but  finally  sold,  and  in  the  mean- 
time also  engaged  in  the  saw  and  grist  mill  busi- 
ness. In  1895  he  erected  his  present  flouring  mill 
in  Cambridge,  it  being  built  and  designed  for  local 
custom  and  merchant  work,  operated  by  steam 
power,  fitted  with  the  latest  and  most  improved 
machinery  and  supplied  with  three  sets  of  rollers, 
as  well  as  the  justly  celebrated  Woolfs  gyrator. 
He  manufactures  two  brands  of  flour,  Sunbeam 
Patent  Flour  and  White  Loaf,  and  also  turns 
out  large  quantities  of  hominy,  cornmeal  and 
chopped  feed.  From  the  beginning  his  trade 
has  constantly  increased  until  it  has  assumed 
extensive  proportions. 

The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Warren  was  in  her  maidenhood  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Noble,  daughter  of  Solomon  Noble,  of  Sus- 
sex County,  Del.  By  her  marriage  she  became 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Louis  E.,  Ruskin  B.,  Gretha  V., 
Robert  Noble  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warren  are  faithful  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  under  Christian  in- 
fluences they  are  rearing  their  family.  Their 
home  is  a very  pleasant  and  happy  one.  Mr. 
Warren  is  serving  as  trustee  and  steward  of  his 
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church,  and  is  a Republican  and  Prohibitionist, 
his  voice  as  well  as  his  vote  being  used  for  tem- 
perance. 


ILLIAM  K.  TRAVERS,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Taylor’s  Island, 
was  a member  of  a family  conspicuous  in 
the  history  of  Dorchester  County,  and  especially 
in  that  portion  of  the  county  comprised  within 
Parsons  Creek  district.  Nor  was  he  himself  less 
worthy  of  honor  than  the  others  of  the  name. 
He  was  the  soul  of  honor,  strictly  just  in  every 
transaction,  energetic  and  of  an  aggressive  and 
enterprising  nature.  The  sagacity  that  he  showed 
in  every  action,  and  the  judgment  with  which  he 
prosecuted  his  business  affairs,  led  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  a valuable  property,  and  this  his 
widow  now  owns  and  manages. 

The  record  of  the  Travers’  ancestry  appears 
in  the  sketch  of  Judge  Levi  D.  Travers  upon 
another  page.  William  K.  was  born  in  Parsons 
Creek  district  and  received  his  education  in  Dick- 
inson College,  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  graduated.  When  about  twenty  years  of 
age  he  began  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Tay- 
lor’s Island  and  gradually  built  up  an  important 
trade  among  the  people  of  the  village  and  the 
district  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs  and  his  opinion  was  sought  in  the  decision 
of  important  matters.  In  his  personal  views  he 
advocates  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
When  he  died,  April  9,  1888,  at  the  age  of  forty  - 
five,  it  was  felt  that  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  the 
town  had  passed  away,  one  who  had  been  a friend 
to  all  and  a foe  to  none  except  those  who  sought 
by  corrupt  methods  to  undermine  the  prosperity 
of  others. 

May  30,  1865,  Mr.  Travers  married  Eugenia 
Keene,  daughter  of  Vachel  J.  and  Mary  (Meek- 
ins)  Keene.  Her  father,  who  was  a native  of 
Golden  Hill,  Dorchester  County,  spent  his  entire 
life  engaged  in  farm  pursuits,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a 
member  of  the  home  guards.  In  religious  belief 
he  was  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church.  His 


father,  B.  J.  Keene,  was  one  of  five  brothers 
who  came  from  England  to  America  and  settled 
upon  a farm  in  Dorchester  County,  continuing  to 
make  his  home  here  until  his  death,  at  eighty 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  home  guards 
during  the  second  war  with  England. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Travers  was  Mary  Meek- 
ins,  a native  of  Dorchester  County,  where  she 
died  at  seventy-five  years.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Dennard  Meekins,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  emigrating  to  America  settled  in  Dorchester 
County  at  what  is  still  known  as  Meekins  Neck. 
Mrs.  Travers  was  one  of  four  children,  and  was 
third  in  order  of  birth  among  the  number.  Her 
brother,  Samuel,  is  a physician  of  Baltimore;  the 
sister,  Laura,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  De  Unger,  of 
Chicago,  111. ; and  Lewis  B.  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  a resident  of  Golden  Hill.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travers  were  named  as 
follows:  William  Dove,  who  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  store  at  Taylor’s  Is- 
land; John  Chaplin,  M.  D.,  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  and  now  a physician  at 
Baltimore;  Philip  Lee,  a student  at  Rock  Hall, 
Md.;  Nanuleita,  a student  of  the  state  normal 
school;  and  Edgar  Eugene,  who  is  with  his 
mother.  The  family  stand  high  in  the  respect 
of  all  by  whom  they  are  known.  Mrs.  Travers 
and  her  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 


T.  H.  LEE,  a leading  citizen  of  Easton, 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  and  political  history  of  Talbot 
County  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  was  born  in  Broad  Creek  Neck,  January  12, 
1850,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Milcah  (Bridges) 
Lee,  who  were  natives  of  Baltimore  City  and 
Talbot  County,  Md.,  respectively.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Abraham  Lee,  was  born  in  Dorches- 
ter County,  this  state,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in 
Baltimore,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Richard  Bridges,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  belonged 
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to  an  old  and  honored  family  of  Talbot  County. 
One  of  his  sons,  Thomas  F.  Bridges,  also  an 
agriculturist,  served  as  sheriff  of  the  county  for 
some  time.  Our  subject’s  father  engaged  in 
farming  as  a life  work  and  died  when  his  son 
was  quite  young.  His  wife  long  survived  him, 
passing  away  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  in  1896,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  In  their  family  were 
only  two  children,  the  daughter  being  Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  McQuay,  a contractor  liv- 
ing in  Camden,  N.  J. 

The  public  schools  afforded  our  subject  his 
early  educational  privileges,  and  he  later  attended 
the  academy  in  Cambridge,  Md.  On  laying 
aside  his  text-books  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  as  a contractor  and  builder  erected 
many  fine  houses  and  public  buildings.  In 
Baltimore  he  also  studied  architecture,  which  pro- 
fession he  successfully  followed  in  Baltimore  and 
Easton  for  about  twelve  years,  during  which 
time  he  made  the  plans  for  the  bishop’s  residence 
and  several  churches  and  schoolhouses  in  Talbot 
County.  For  six  years  he  served  as  tax  collector 
of  the  county,  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  was 
deputy  sheriff,  though  he  discharged  most  of  the 
duties  of  the  superior  office. 

Asa  companion  and  helpmeet  on  life’s  journey 
Mr.  Lee  chose  Miss  Emma,  the  oldest  daughter 
of  Judge  William  Roberts,  chief  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court,  and  by  their  marriage  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Maude,  now  the  wife  of  Win- 

throp  Blakesley,  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.; 
Claude,  who  is  clerking  in  the  drug  store  of  his 
uncle;  Dodson,  at  home;  Hoburg,  a page  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  Emma,  now  thirteen 
years  of  age. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Lee  has  been 
an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  local 
politics  and  for  about  twelve  years  was  a member 
of  the  state  central  committee,  during  which 
time  he  did  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  his 
party  and  insure  its  success.  Fraternally  he  is 
a thirty -second-degree  Mason,  and  is  also  an 
honored  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  society 
and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  Public- 


spirited  and  progressive,  he  gives  his  encourage- 
ment  to  all  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the 
general  welfare  .and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
valued  and  useful  citizens  of  this  community. 


LIJAH  W.  WEST  comes  from  one  of  the  old, 
influential  families  of  Maryland,  such  a one 
_ , as  furnishes  the  very  life-blood  to  any  com- 
monwealth, and  from  whose  ranks  are  recruited 
her  energetic  statesmen,  her  strong  financiers 
and  her  representative  men  in  every  rank  and 
profession.  He  has  resided  in  the  fourth  district 
of  Talbot  County,  near  Wye  Mills,  for  the  past 
five  years  and  in  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  runs  a steam  thresher  part  of  the 
season.  He  is  industrious  and  persevering  and 
possesses  that  strong  determination  to  win  that 
sooner  or  later  brings  success. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
William,  a native  of  Wicomico  County,  Md. 
The  father,  John  W. , was  born  in  the  same 
locality  and  was  always  engaged  in  agriculture. 
He  was  a man  who  was  highly  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors  and  friends,  and  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
married  Ellen  Nelson,  who  died  in  1876,  and 
whose  father,  Eleazer  Nelson,  was  a prominent 
citizen  of  Wicomico  County.  John  W.  West  de- 
parted this  life  in  1894  and  but  three  of  his  seven 
children  survive  him:  Mary  E.,  unmarried;  E. 

W.  and  Zadokely,  of  this  county. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  E.  W.  West  is  Novem- 
ber 20,  1848,  and  his  first  recollections  were  of 
the  old  farm  in  Wicomico  County,  owned  by  his 
father.  When  he  was  of  a suitable  age  he  was 
sent  to  the  district  school,  and  there  he  acquired 
practical  training  in  the  common  branches  amply 
sufficient  for  the  realities  of  business  life.  Then 
he  set  to  work  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
was  soon  master  of  it  in  its  various  departments. 
In  1876  he  carried  on  a store  and  was  postmaster 
at  the  same  time,  in  Cordova,  Talbot  County. 
The  greater  part  of  the  time  for  the  last  twenty 
years  he  has  pursued  agriculture,  and  now  is  the 
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owner  of  a good  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Cordova.  In 
1892  he  came  to  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
cultivated,  a tract  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
acres,  and  this  he  rents.  From  1889  to  1895  he 
served  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  of  the  county 
almshouse.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Democracy,  and  has  frequently  been 
sent  as  a delegate  to  conventions  of  the  party. 

February  27,  1878,  Mr.  West  married  Lucinda 
Warner,  daughter  of  John  W.  Warner,  of  this 
county,  and  three  daughters  and  a son  have  been 
born  to  them,  viz.:  Howard  E.,  Annie  G.,  Cora 

A.  and  Lulu  E. 


HOMAS  QUIMBY  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot 
County,  his  home  being  upon  the  beautiful 
Powells  Point  farm,  lying  along  the  Skipton 
River.  This  place  comprises  nearly  four  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  and  is  the  property  of  the 
late  General  McKenney,  of  Centreville.  During 
the  three  or  four  years  which  have  passed  since 
our  subject  assumed  the  control  of  the  place  he 
has  been  doing  well  financially,  as  he  has  brought 
to  bear  upon  his  work  qualities  of  business  and 
excellent  judgment  which  have  been  fostered  in 
him  by  long  years  of  experience  in  other  lines  of 
industry. 

Grandfather  William  Quimby  and  his  son, 
William,  Jr.,  were  both  natives  of  Millington, 
Kent  Count)',  Md.,  and  farmers  by  occupation. 
The  latter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a successful 
teacher  of  vocal  music  in  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia  during  a period  of  several  years, 
and  was  later  engaged  in  the  same  profession  for 
a time  in  his  native  state.  I11  1852  he  came  to 
Talbot  County,  purchased  a good  farm,  and  was 
fairly  successful  in  this  new  enterprise.  He  was 
a man  who  was  well  thought  of  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  w'as 
appointed  to  a clerkship  in  Annapolis,  and  while 
serving  his  term  in  that  position  was  called  to  his 
silent  rest.  For  years  he  had  led  the  singing  in 


the  local  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a 
zealous  member  of  that  denomination  and  a trus- 
tee. He  wedded  Sarah  Kennard,  from  an  old 
Delaware  family,  and  seven  children  were  born 
to  them.  One  is  deceased  and  the  others  are 
W.  G.,  of  Wye  Mills;  John,  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County;  Thomas;  Joseph  and  Charles,  both  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  George 
Tarbutton,  of  this  district.  The  mother  died  in 
1852. 

Thomas  Quitnby  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  July  28,  1849,  and  was  consequent- 
ly only  thirteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
mother’s  death.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
here  until  he  was  sixteen,  when  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Having  mastered 
every  detail  of  the  business  he  proceeded  to  work 
as  a journeyman  and  assisted  in  building  many 
of  the  best  dwellings,  barns,  etc.,  put  up  in  this 
part  of  the  country  during  the  next  twenty-seven 
years.  He  has  been  industrious,  hard  working 
and  energetic,  and  has  won  the  good  opinion  of 
all  his  associates.  He  has  always  taken  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  an 
active  Democratic  partisan.  He  has  not  been  de- 
sirous of  holding  office,  and  when  requested  to 
run  for  sheriff,  and  again  for  the  legislature,  he 
declined  the  honors.  February  16,  1870,  Mr. 
Quimby  married  Sarah  Forman,  of  Delaware, 
and  their  only  child  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
months. 


HIRAM  S.  HALL,  of  Bay  Hundred  district, 
Talbot  County,  has  always  been  greatly 
interested  in  politics  since  the  time  when  he 
cast  his  first  ballot  for  General  Scott.  When 
the  Republican  party  was  organized  he  fell  into 
line  and  has  always  been  one  of  its  standard 
bearers  since.  While  a resident  of  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  a few  years  ago,  he  was  town  commis- 
sioner for  some  time  and  gave  perfect  satisfaction 
to  all  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Four  years  he  served 
in  the  capacity  of  village  trustee  there,  and  had 
the  honor  of  acting  as  an  alderman  on  the  first 
board  of  men  who  incorporated  it  as  a city.  It 
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was  in  1886  that  he  came  to  Maryland,  and 
though  he  was  necessarily  unknown  to  many 
hereabouts  he  was  placed  in  nomination  for  the 
house  of  delegates  in  1893  and,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  was  defeated.  He  was  elected, 
however,  two  years  later  for  a term  of  two  years, 
and  succeeded  so  w7ell  in  pleasing  his  constituents 
that  they  placed  his  name  again  on  the  ticket  for 
the  same  honors.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  county 
almshouse,  and  is  a director  on  the  local  school 
board.  All  public  charities  and  progressive 
movements  started  in  the  community  receive  his 
cordial  support,  for  he  is  a true  patriot,  a broad- 
minded and  liberal  man  and  a sincere  believer  in 
the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Born  in  Columbia  County,  N.Y. , in  1830,  H.  S. 
Hall  is  a son  of  Ebenezer  Hall,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  removed  to  the  Empire  State  in  his 
youth.  He  was  an  expert  mechanic  and  learned 
the  trade  of  dying  wool,  afterwards  putting  it  into 
useful  practice  by  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods  on  his  own  account.  He  en- 
listed from  New  York  State  for  service  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  was  later  a Whig  in  politics. 
He  died  in  1846,  aged  fifty-two  years.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Launt,  and 
of  their  six  children  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 
The  Halls  are  of  English  descent  and  originally 
settled  in  Connecticut. 

The  boyhood  of  H.  S.  Hall  was  passed  quietly 
on  a farm  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  a student  in  the  public 
schools.  When  about  eighteen  he  commenced 
learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  worked  at  his 
apprenticeship  some  three  years,  after  which  he 
was  employed  on  the  government  works  at  West 
Point  for  a few  years.  Altogether  he  devoted 
twenty-five  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the 
business,  and  in  1861  he  bought  a factory  near 
Jamestown,  N.  Y. , and  proceeded  to  make  all 
kinds  of  wooden  ware.  He  was  quite  successful 
in  this  venture,  and  was  thus  occupied  continu- 
ously until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Maryland  and 
bought  the  old  Lowe  farm,  where  he  has  since 
turned  his  energies  to  general  farming  and  fruit- 
growing. The  place  is  one  of  fifty  acres  only, 
but  is  a valuable  tract  of  land,  well  improved  and 


with  about  a thousand  peach  trees  in  the  orchards, 
and  a vineyard  of  considerable  extent. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Hall  wras  wfith  Ger- 
trude F.  Clarke,  the  ceremony  being  solemnized 
in  1852.  She  was  a daughter  of  George  G. 
Clarke,  who  was  an  agent  for  a transportation 
(freight)  company  on  the  Hudson  River,  and 
their  home  was  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Hall  died,  leaving  one  child,  a daughter,  named 
for  her — Gertrude.  The  lady  who  now  presides 
over  the  household  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Mary 
Eroe  before  their  marriage,  and  is  an  accom- 
plished and  amiable  woman,  whom  to  know  is  to 
love. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hall  is  identified  with  the  Odd 
Fellows’  society,  belonging  to  Pjllicott  Lodge  No. 
221  of  Jamestown,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Royal  Temperance  Society  while  a resident  of 
that  city. 

— — — c—  < — 

OHN  E.  WILSON  is  a very  practical,  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  the  sixth  district  of  Caro- 
line County,  where  he  owns  a valuable 
homestead.  He  is  a native  of  this  county,  his 
birth  having  occurred  January  19,  1849,  on  a 
farm  near  where  he  now  resides.  He  received 
the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  our  public 
schools,  and  pursued  some  of  the  higher  branches 
of  study  in  St.  John’s  College  of  Annapolis,  Md., 
where  he  was  a pupil  for  two  years.  His  train- 
ing, from  his  first  recollections  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  agriculture,  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  him  in  his  later,  active  life,  and  proved  the 
foundation  of  his  success  when  he  began  farming 
on  his  own  account. 

William  Wilson,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  this  county,  and  was  also  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Henry  Wilson,  the  father  of  John 
E. , was  likewise  from  this  county,  and  made 
quite  a record  as  a local  politician.  He  served  as 
a tax  collector  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  this  county  two  terms.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  National  Bank  of  Denton, 
and  was  a very  successful  business  man,  He 
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married  Susan  Saulsbury,  of  Caroline  County, 
and  of  the  four  children  born  to  them,  all  but  one, 
John  E.,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Wilson  departed 
this  life  March  i,  1S81,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  the  father  did  not  long  survive  her, 
dying  September  2 of  the  same  year,  when  in  his 
sixty-seventh  year. 

Following  his  father’s  example,  John  E.  Wilson 
is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  is  now  spoken  of  as  a 
candidate  for  the  position  of  county  clerk.  He 
has  been  prospered  in  his  financial  enterprises, 
and  owns  a well-improved  homestead.  December 
23,  1879,  he  married  Ida  M.  Downes,  who  was 
born  and  reared  to  womanhood  in  this  county. 
They  have  a son  and  daughter,  Clara  and  Hen- 
ry by  name.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a most  estim- 
able lady.  John  E.  Wilson  enjoys  the  friendship 
and  respect  of  a large  circle  of  friends,  who  esteem 
him  for  his  genuine  w'orth  and  upright  character. 


HON.  ERNEST  DOWNES,  formerly  a judge 
of  the  orphans’  court  of  Caroline  County, 
having  served  in  that  capacity  from  1888  to 
1896,  by  repeated  re-elections,  is  one  of  the  pros- 
perous citizens  of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife 
own  over  seven  hundred  acres  of  as  fine  land  as 
can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  Caroline  and 
Queen  Anne’s  Counties,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  being  in  each,  and  their  beautiful  home- 
stead is  situated  conveniently  near  the  county- 
seat,  Denton.  The  judge  also  owns  the  mill,  for- 
merly belonging  to  John  W.  Knotts,  which  is 
located  twro  and  a-half  miles  south  of  Hillsbor- 
ough, and  is  being  overhauled  and  put  in  thor- 
ough working  order  by  the  present  proprietor. 

Judge  Downes  wras  born  in  this  county  May 
10,  1851,  being  one  of  the  eleven  children  ofWill- 
iam  and  Sallie  R.  (Ryner)  Downes,  natives  of 
Caroline  and  Talbot  Counties,  respectively.  Three 
of  their  family  are  deceased,  the  others  being 
named  as  follows:  Ryner,  Anna,  Stephen  R. , 
Ernest,  Ida  M.,  Emmett,  Eldridge  and  Clara. 


The  father  was  a very  wealthy  man  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  owning  over  a thousand  acres  of  val- 
uable land  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.  He 
was  county  commissioner  there  for  a period  of 
four  years,  beginning  with  i860.  His  death  took 
place  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His 
w'ife  survived  him  a long  time,  and  was  in  her 
seventy-seventh  year  when  she  was  summoned  to 
the  better  land.  Grandfather  William  Downes 
was  a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  he, 
too,  was  an  extensive  agriculturist. 

From  his  earliest  recollections  until  arriving  at 
man’s  estate  our  subject  resided  upon  a farm,  and 
was  accustomed  to  the  routine  work  connected 
with  the  management  of  a large  homestead.  In 
1870,  having  completed  his  studies  some  time  pre- 
viously, he  entered  a store  in  Henderson,  Md.,  and 
during  the  three  years  that  he  was  thus  employed 
he  acquired  a general  knowledge  of  business 
methods,  which  has  since  been  of  practical  value 
to  him.  He  then  came  to  Denton,  and  was  here 
engaged  in  merchandising  until  1873,  when  he 
sold  out  his  stock  and  bought  a farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity. He  has  made  a success  of  his  venture  in 
this  direction,  and  in  connection  with  his  other 
duties  now  runs  a large  threshing  machine,  and 
derives  a good  income  from  this  source.  He  has 
been  an  ardent  Democrat  since  he  cast  his  first 
vote,  but  the  only  public  office  he  has  ever 
held  has  been  that  of  chief  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court,  as  previously  mentioned.  He  gave  uni- 
versal satisfaction  w'hile  filling  that  responsible 
place,  for  he  is  a man  of  excellent  judgment,  un- 
daunted fairness  and  a high  sense  of  honor,  and  to 
the  best  of  his  ability  he  carried  out  the  duties  of 
his  office.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the  Denton 
National  Bank,  and  is  now  its  vice-president. 

December  12,  1872,  Mr.  Downes  married  Jose- 
phine M.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Caroline 
County,  and  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  Williams, 
who  is  a well-known  citizen  and  large  property 
owner  of  this  region.  The  eight  children  of  the 
judge  and  wife  are  named  as  follows  in  order  of 
birth,  and  none  of  them  are  married  as  yet: 
William,  Lulu,  Philip,  Ernest,  Jr.,  Hackett, 
Sallie,  Marion  and  Robert.  They  are  all  bright, 
ambitious  and  well-educated  young  people,  who 
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by  natural  endowments  and  training  are  fitted  to 
grace  any  society  or  circle  in  which  their  future 
lot  may  be  cast.  The  family  attend  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 


ILLIAM  CALVIN  SATTERFIELD,  who 
was  for  years  one  of  the  most  representa- 
tive and  progressive  business  men  of  the 
entire  Eastern  Shore,  departed  this  life  June  18, 
1896.  His  place  in  the  affections  of  all  who  knew 
him,  as  well  as  the  important  niche  he  had  carved 
out  for  himself  in  the  world  of  commerce,  will  be 
hard,  indeed,  to  fill,  and  in  losing  him  his  fel- 
low-citizens feel  most  genuine  sorrow.  However, 
such  a noble  character  leaves  an  indelible  impress, 
not  only  upon  his  immediate  associates,  but  upon 
generations  afterwards,  for  the  influence  of  a lofty 
upright  soul  cannot  be  estimated. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  Mr.  Satterfield,  we 
find  he  was  born  upon  his  father’s  farm,  March  9, 
1822,  near  Farmington,  Del.  His  parents,  Daniel 
and  Mary  T.  Satterfield,  natives  of  the  same  state, 
were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  were  adherents  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  faith  they  trained 
their  son  William.  He  was  given  a liberal  edu- 
cation for  a farmer’s  boy,  and  taught  school  him- 
self for  a few  years.  Then,  locating  in  Faulk- 
land,  Del.,  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  line, 
but  sold  out  a few  years  later,  when  the  gold  ex- 
citement of ’49  broke  out.  He  went  to  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama,  and  from  there  north  along  the 
California  coast  in  a sailing  vessel.  Upon  his 
arrival  there  he  engaged  in  mining  with  indiffer- 
ent success,  and  soon  concluded  that  a surer  fort- 
une lay  in  the  transportation  of  goods  and  sup- 
plies, and  was  accordingly  thus  occupied  about 
three  years.  Becoming  a trifle  homesick  he  re- 
turned to  Maryland,  but  with  the  expectation  of 
revisiting  the  Pacific  slope  in  a short  time. 

That  the  “plans  of  mice  and  men  gang  aft 
aglee”  was  once  more  exemplified  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Satterfield,  who  was  doubtless  assisted  in 
this  alteration  of  his  intentions  by  a certain 
Miss  Phoebe  Allen,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John 


Allen,  for  they  were  united  in  marriage  about 
this  time.  The  young  husband  started  in  busi- 
ness in  a small  way,  but  year  by  year  his  trade 
increased  and  the  number  of  his  enterprises 
grew  until  he  was  a wealthy  man.  His  store 
was  unusually  well  conducted  and  successful;  he 
owned  a half-interest  in  a three-masted  schooner, 
and  several  other  vessels  which  plied  American 
waters  and  traded  with  ports  in  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America;  he  bought  thousands  of 
acres  of  timberland  and  engaged  in  running  saw- 
mills and  in  lumbering,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
extensive  property  owners  of  the  Eastern  Shore. 
He  had  nearly  twenty  farms,  comprising  about  five 
thousand  acres,  and  owned  twenty-eight  dwelling 
houses  in  Greensborough,  in  which  his  employes 
resided.  In  short,  he  fostered  many  worthy 
industries  and  enterprises  and  through  all  of 
his  phenomenal  prosperity  was  the  same  honor- 
able, trustworthy,  unostentatious  man  that  he 
was  in  his  young  days  of  poverty.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  chil- 
dren were  Ida  T.,  wife  of  John  S.  Mitchell;  Clara, 
wife  of  H.  L-  Harper;  Calvin;  Minnie,  wife  of 
A.  A.  Christian,  of  Philadelphia;  Lawrence; 
Elizabeth,  and  Virginia,  wife  of  E.  C.  Carter,  a 
farmer  of  this  county. 

Calvin  Satterfield  was  born  August  4,  1861, 
grew  to  manhood  in  this  county,  and  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  then  returned  home  and  in  a short 
time  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  John  P.  Poe,  of 
Baltimore,  remaining  there  two  years.  Going 
next  to  Austin,  Tex.,  he  became  managing  editor 
of  the  Austin  Daily  Statesman,  and  conducted  the 
same  successfully  about  two  years.  In  1 887  he  was 
appointed  postoffice  inspector  for  Texas  and  oc- 
cupied this  important  post  until  September,  1888, 
when  he  resigned,  and  came  back  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  management  of  his  extensive  busi- 
ness affairs.  In  1891  he  became  interested  in 
railroading  enterprises  in  Virginia,  and  thus  oc- 
cupied, the  succeeding  four  years  rolled  rapidly 
away.  Since  1895  he  has  resided  in  Greens- 
borough and  with  his  brothers  is  a manager  of 
the  paternal  estate  and  executor  of  the  same.  He 
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is  a young  man  of  wide  information  and  excellent 
business  qualifications,  and  commands  the  high- 
est esteem  of  those  who  know  him  best.  He  is  a 
Mason,  a Democrat,  and  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  In  1886  he  married  Susan  P., 
daughter  of  Gen.  R.  Lindsay  Walker,  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  and  four  children  grace  their  hearth- 
stone: Rose,  Phoebe,  Calvin  and  Lindsay. 

Lawrence  Satterfield  was  born  in  Greens- 
borough  in  1866,  and  literally  grew  up  in  the 
mercantile  business  owned  by  his  father.  He  was 
well  educated,  completing  his  studies  in  the  higher 
branches  in  Swarthmore  College,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  he  spent  three  years.  Returning,  he 
was  employed  by  his  father  until  he  concluded  to 
go  to  California  with  the  Capital  Packing  Com- 
pany, with  which  concern  he  continued  two 
years.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1893  he 
came  home  and  assumed  the  entire  control  of  the 
mercantile  branch  of  his  father’s  business,  and  is 
now  owner  of  the  same.  He  possesses  those  traits 
of  energy  and  perseverance  which  were  largely 
the  secret  of  his  father’s  success,  and  is  ambitious 
and  public  spirited.  He  is  well  liked  by  every- 
one and  his  genial,  cheerful  manners  make  him  a 
very  popular  young  man.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Hepta- 
sophs,  and  follows  his  early  training  in  politics, 
being  a Democrat. 


ILBOURN  A.  TOULSON.  The  student 
of  the  past  entertains  a peculiar  interest  in 
the  Eastern  Shore.  Its  atmosphere  of  life 
is  as  old  as  can  be  breathed  anywhere  in  the  re- 
public, and  it  still  exhibits,  in  the  character  of 
the  people,  many  of  the  traits  that  marked  its 
early  settlers.  There  are  ancient  towns,  with 
stately  mansions  that  have  stood  the  storms  of  a 
century,  and  old  buildings  from  which  we  can 
gaze  on  long,  level  stretches  of  farm  land.  There 
is  Washington  College,  in  Chestertown,  endowed 
by  General  Washington  with  fifty  guineas,  and 
near  the  same  town  will  be  noticed  a spring  from 


which  Washington  drank  on  his  journeys  to  and 
from  Mount  Vernon  and  Philadelphia,  then  the 
seat  of  government. 

However,  the  history  of  Chestertown  is  not  en- 
tirely in  the  past.  It  is  the  home  of  energetic 
and  capable  business  men,  whose  influence  has 
aroused  it  from  the  lethargy  into  which  it  had 
fallen  and  whose  efforts  have  resulted  in  its  up- 
ward progress.  One  of  these  business  men  is 
M.  A.  Toulson,  who  has  been  proprietor  of  a 
drug  store  here  since  1878.  He  also  aided  in  the 
organization  of  the  Kent  County  Savings  Bank, 
in  which  he  has  since  served  as  one  of  the  direc- 
tors. The  cause  of  temperance  has  in  him  a 
firm  all}'  and  for  a decade  he  has  voted  the 
Prohibition  ticket  and  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
councils  of  this  party. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  of 
English  extraction  and  his  maternal  progenitors 
of  French  lineage.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  Andrew  and  Rachael  Toulson,  the  former  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Susan  (Biscoe)  Duyer, 
the  former  a native  of  Kent  County,  born  of 
English  parentage,  and  one  of  the  defenders  of 
American  interests  in  the  war  of  1812.  Thomas 
Toulson,  father  of  our  subject,  had  three  brothers, 
Philip,  Joseph  and  James,  and  two  sisters.  Maria 
and  Susan,  all  of  whom  were  adherents  to  the 
Quaker  faith.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our 
subject’s  mother  were:  John,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion; James;  Daniel;  Isaac,  who  was  captain  of  a 
vessel  on  the  bay;  Mary,  who  was  twice  married; 
Rosie,  wife  of  Captain  Skeggs;  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  Jonathan  Crow,  of  Kent  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Kent 
County  in  1812,  and  for  some  years  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
October  15,  1856,  he  was  making  his  home  on 
his  farm.  I11  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  he  took  a warm  interest.  He  married 
Melcha  Duyer,  who  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
October  15,  1817,  and  is  still  living,  being  now 
eighty  years  of  age.  Of  their  ten  children  three 
died  in  childhood  and  five  are  now  living.  Laura 
Jane  married  Charles  H.  Davis  and  died  in  1891; 
Catherine  was  first  the  wife  of  Lewis  Gill  and 
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afterward  married  James  S.  Bradley,  but  died  in 
1894;  John  Thomas,  a farmer,  resides  in  Caroline 
County,  this  state,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; Fannie  is  the  wife  of  John  Davis,  of  Chester- 
town;  Janies  H.  is  engaged  in  business  in  Salem, 
N.  J.;  and  Mary  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  James 
A.  Greenwood,  an  instructor  in  the  academy  at 
Rock  Hall. 

The  youngest  member  of  the  family  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Worton, 
Kent  County,  Md.,  March  11,  1854.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
Washington  College  of  Chestertown.  In  1873 
he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  became  a student  in 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1876.  For  a time  he 
clerked  in  that  city,  but  in  1878  embarked  in 
business  in  Chestertown,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. Local  affairs  receive  his  attention,  par- 
ticularly matters  of  a political  and  religious  na- 
ture. He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  and  for  a number  of  years  has  offici- 
ated as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  A 
Mason  fraternally,  he  holds  the  position  of  past 
master  of  his  lodge.  In  1877  he  married  Sarah 
Isabella  Bordley,  of  Chestertown,  and  five  chil- 
dren bless  their  union:  John  Milbourn,  Hallie 
Isabella,  Mabel,  William  Houston  and  Nannie 
Rebecca. 


NORATIO  N.  CRAWFORD  is  the  owner  of 
a beautiful  homestead  styled  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, situated  in  the  second  district  of  Wi- 
comico County.  He  is  one  of  the  honored  old 
residents  of  this  locality,  where  his  family  has 
been  identified  since  1795,  at  which  time  his 
father,  Henry  Crawford,  settled  in  this  district, 
having  come  here  from  his  native  state,  Delaware. 
He  had  grown  to  manhood  in  Newcastle  County, 
and  was  the  son  of  one  of  Erin’s  sons.  He  bought 
the  farm  known  as  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  early 
part  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  thenceforth  was 
assiduously  engaged  in  improving  and  cultivating 
the  place.  He  was  a tanner  by  trade,  and 
worked  at  the  business  some,  in  addition  to  carry- 


ing on  his  farm.  He  was  a loyal  citizen  and 
patriot,  but  would  never  accept  office  of  a public 
character.  He  established  a tannery  in  Quantico 
and  was  quite  successful  upon  the  whole  finan- 
cially. He  married  Mrs.  Mary  Nelson,  of  this 
county,  who  died  in  1836,  and  his  death  occurred 
the  same  year.  They  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
them.  Of  their  two  children  one  is  deceased. 

H.  N.  Crawford  was  born  on  the  identical 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
the  memories  and  associations  of  a lifetime  cluster 
around  this  lovely  spot.  The  date  of  his  birth 
was  July  13,  1824,  and  thus  he  is  past  the 
three-score  and  ten  years  spoken  of  by  the 
psalmist  as  the  usual  limit  of  man’s  life.  Yet  he 
is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  sound  health  and  his 
mind  is  as  clear  and  active  as  it  ever  was  in  his 
prime.  His  education  was  gained  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  in  the  district  schools  and  in 
Georgetown,  D.  C.,  where  he  was  a student  for  a 
short  time.  When  he  was  in  his  seventeenth 
year  he  commenced  the  business  of  farming  upon 
his  own  account,  and  has  ever  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  enterprise.  His  parents  had  both 
passed  to  their  reward  and  the  property  legally 
fell  to  him  as  the  heir.  He  exercised  great  dis- 
cretion and  good  judgment  for  a youth  of  his  age 
and  before  he  reached  his  majority  had  shown 
the  upright  principles  of  action  that  have  ever 
since  governed  his  life.  His  farm  comprises  three 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land  suitable  for  the 
raising  of  a great  variety  of  grains  and  other 
products. 

In  politics  Mr.  Crawford  has  always  been  loyal 
in  his  support  of  the  Democratic  party.  Several 
times  he  has  held  the  office  of  county  surveyor 
and  he  has  also  served  in  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion as  a school  commissioner  and  school  trustee. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  January  15,  1862,  Mr.  Crawford  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  A.  Phillips,  daughter  of  Johnson 
Phillips,  of  this  county.  Five  children  came  to 
bless  their  hearthstone,  but  two  of  the  number 
are  all  that  remain,  viz.:  Sarah  E.  and  Henry 
T.  The  latter  is  of  great  assistance  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm  and  has  gradually  taken 
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from  his  father’s  shoulders  the  more  arduous 
duties  pertaining  to  it.  He  is  an  energetic,  prac- 
tical young  business  man,  and  is  universally 
respected  in  his  community.  A.  J.  Crawford, 
another  son,  whose  death  occurred  in  March, 
1897,  was  a rising  young  politician  and  statesman. 
Plis  home  was  in  the  village  of  Quantico,  wThere 
he  was  quite  prominent,  and  from  there  had  been 
elected  to  the  state  senate. 


¥<*<*■ 


(JOHN  W.  DASHIELL,  M.  D.,  formerly  a 
very  active  member  of  his  profession,  is  now 
(~)  passing  his  declining  years  in  quiet  and  con- 
tent in  his  handsome  residence  in  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County.  This  old  mansion,  once  the 
property  of  Littleton  D.  Teagle,  is  one  of  the 
notable  landmarks  of  the  town  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  largest  houses  in  the  county.  It  is 
built  in  the  old  English  style,  and  the  bricks 
used  in  portions  of  the  structure  were  manufac- 
tured in  the  mother  country,  and  at  great  ex- 
pense were  conveyed  here  in  a sailing-vessel  of 
the  period. 

Though  past  the  allotted  age  of  man,  Dr. 
Dashiell  is  still  quite  hale  and  hearty,  and  enjoys 
good  health.  He  was  born  January  30,  1817,  in 
this  district,  of  which  locality  his  father,  Robert 
K.  W.,  was  also  a native.  The  latter  was  a 
graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland  but  never  practiced,  as  his 
extensive  land  interests  and  homestead  kept  his 
time  fully  occupied.  He  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  homestead,  dying  when  about  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  later  allied  himself  with  the  Democ- 
racy. During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  one  of  the 
coast  guards.  Religiously  he  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  His  father,  John  Dash- 
iell, was  likewise  born  in  this  district  and  after 
living  here  about  seventy-seven  years  passed  to 
his  reward.  He  left  a large  estate  and  a number 
of  slaves,  and  was,  on  the  whole,  a very  success- 
ful business  man.  He  was  a vestryman  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  for  years  and  was  esteemed 


one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  times.  His 
father,  Levin  Dashiell,  was  also  born  within  the 
boundaries  of  Somerset  County,  and  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  He  was  a large 
land  holder,  owned  many  slaves  and  was  a very 
influential  man  of  his  day.  He  lived  to  be  over 
eighty-four  years  old.  The  mother  ot  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  Miss  Elinor  Leatherbury,  of  this 
place,  before  her  marriage,  died  in  1839,  when 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  leaving  eight  children, 
of  whom  four  still  survive.  She  was  a lovely 
Christian  woman  and  wTas  universally  esteemed. 

The  boyhood  of  Dr.  John  W.  Dashiell  was 
spent  quietly  enough  with  his  parents,  and  when 
he  was  in  his  sixteenth  year  he  went  away  to 
school.  Entering  Bristol  College,  he  pursued 
his  studies  there  three  years  and  then  became  a 
member  of  the  freshman  class  of  Kenyon  College, 
of  Knox  County,  Ohio.  He  was  nearly  ready  to 
graduate  from  that  institution  when  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  that  honor  on  account  of  a 
severe  sickness.  A couple  of  years  later  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  and  attended 
lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  where  he  graduated  in  1842. 
His  initial  practice  was  begun  in  Vienna,  Dor- 
chester County,  Md. , but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  went  west  with  the  intention  of  locating  in  a 
newer  country.  However,  though  he  traveled 
extensively  through  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Vir- 
ginia, he  saw  no  place  that  could  reconcile  him 
to  leaving  his  dear  old  home  and  loved  state  for  a 
permanent  thing.  He  returned  here  and  taught 
fora  short  time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1847  opened 
an  office  in  Princess  Anne,  and  has  been  here 
ever  since.  In  1886  he  gave  up  all  of  his  prac- 
tice with  the  exception  of  a few  old  friends  and 
family  patients,  who  would  not  be  given  up.  In 
1875  he  abandoned  his  arduous  country  work, 
and  from  that  on  devoted  himself  solely  to  his 
patients  who  were  located  near.  He  carried  on  a 
drug  store  here  for  a number  of  years,  also.  He 
was  originally  a Whig  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
W.  H.  Harrison,  but  after  the  decadence  of  that 
party  he  espoused  the  principles  of  the  Democracy. 
He  was  never  fond  of  holding  public  office  and 
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was  never  persuaded  to  do  so  but  once,  when  he 
wTas  a town  commissionor  here  for  a few  years. 
The  only  fraternal  order  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  is  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  he  belonging 
to  the  Shekinah  Lodge  No.  35,  of  this  place. 
For  nearly  half  a century  he  has  been  a vestry- 
man of  the  Episcopal  Church  here  and  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  the  upbuilding  and  pros- 
perity of  the  same. 

In  1852  Dr.  Dashiell  married  Eliza  Polk,  who 
came  from  one  of  the  good  old  families  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  whose  brother  was  Col.  Will- 
iam T.  G.  Polk.  She  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  January  9,  1897.  To  the 
doctor  and  his  wife  three  children  were  born: 
Robert  Kemp,  a merchant  here  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  when  he  was  nearly  forty  years  old; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Francis  H.  Dashiell,  of  this  county; 
and  Ella  B.,  wife  of  E.  O.  Smith,  a merchant  of 
Princess  Anne. 


RANK  P.  CORKRAN  has  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  eighteen  years  in  Will- 
iamsburg, Dorchester  County,  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  of  that  county. 
He  takes  a leading  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  community,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  of 
elections  and  in  minor  local  offices.  He  served  as 
postmaster  of  Williamsburg  during  President 
Cleveland’s  first  term,  and  was  again  appointed 
in  1896,  and  is  filling  the  office  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  his  fellow-citizens.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  principles 
of  the  Democracy  and  advocates  them  freely. 

For  a number  of  generations  the  Corkran  fam- 
ily has  been  one  of  distinction  upon  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland,  and  many  of  our  men  of 
genius  and  statemanship  have  been  called  from 
among  their  ranks.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  on  the  paternal  side  was  James  Cork- 
ran, who  owned  a large  tract  of  land  on  this  side 
of  Chesapeake  Bay  in  the  last  century.  His  son, 


the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  John  by  name, 
was  a sea  captain,  but  left  that  calling  about  the 
time  that  the  war  of  1812  broke  out,  and  thence- 
forth devoted  his  energies  to  farming  in  this 
county. 

John  Burton  Corkran,  father  of  Frank  P.,  was 
born  in  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg  some 
eighty-five  years  ago,  was  given  a much  better 
education  than  most  of  his  associates  of  that 
period  received,  and  was  thus  qualified  to  engage 
in  teaching,  as  he  subsequently  did.  Later  he 
commenced  his  career  as  a farmer,  and  continued 
in  this  branch  of  endeavor  until  recently,  when 
he  gave  up  his  property,  turning  it  over  to  his 
sons.  He  has  perfect  control  of  his  mental  facul- 
ties, his  mind  being  as  clear  and  keen  as  of  yore. 
He  held  numerous  offices  of  local  trust  and  honor 
and  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  those  who 
have  known  him  a lifetime.  Prior  to  the  war  he 
owned  several  slaves,  but  was  always  a kind  mas- 
ter. He  married  Ann  L.  Shryock,  of  Baltimore, 
and  their  eldest  daughter,  Rachel,  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  C.  Corkran,  of  this  county.  Their 
other  children  are  George  S.;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs. 
Joseph  H.  Corkran;  John  R.,  Frank  P.,  Joseph  B. 
and  Edward  E.,  who  died  unmarried. 

Frank  P.  Corkran  was  born  near  this  village 
in  1852,  and  was  reared  to  maturity  in  this  dis- 
trict. He  made  the  best  of  his  educational  privi- 
leges, and  as  he  was  an  apt  and  earnest  student, 
stood  at  the  head  of  his  classes  much  of  the  time. 
Later  he  taught  in  his  home  neighborhood  with 
very  marked  success  for  a period  of  some  seven 
years.  At  twenty  he  had  no  means  whatever, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  seven  years  just  referred  to 
he  had  saved  several  hundred  dollars,  with  which 
he  started  in  business  on  a small  scale.  He  gradu- 
ally increased  his  stock  and-  now  carries  a full 
line  of  general  merchandise.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  relig- 
iously belongs  to  the  Swedenborgian  Church  of 
Preston. 

In  1884  Mr.  Corkran  married  Alice  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  D.  Fairbanks,  M.  D.,  of  Talbot 
County.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Frazier,  was  a resident  of  this  county,  and  was 
sent  from  here  as  a representative  to  the  state 
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legislature  of  Maryland  eleven  terms.  The  two 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corkran  are  named 
respectively  John  Ellsworth  and  Alice  Estelle. 


^JEORGE  A.  DEVER,  whose  home  is  prettily 
named  Glendale,  is  a prosperous  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  the  sixth  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md.,  his  postoffice  address  being 
Hope.  From  1877  to  1883  he  occupied  the  im- 
portant post  of  assistant  superintendent  in  the 
house  of  correction  in  Baltimore,  and  discharged 
the  numerous  and  arduous  duties  which  devolved 
upon  him  in  a manner  that  met  with  the  com- 
mendation of  all  concerned.  He  makes  a good 
public  official,  as  he  is  a man  of  high  principle, 
strict  integrity  and  justice,  and  has  never  stooped 
to  the  petty  meannesses  which  are,  alas,  too  com- 
mon among  the  men  whom  the  people  have 
trusted  and  raised  to  high  places  among  them. 
In  November,  1897,  Mr.  Dever  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  commissioner  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  for  a term  of  six  years,  to  succeed  James 
Benjamin  Bright,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  that 
responsible  office  November  30. 

William  Dever,  father  of  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write,  was  a native  of  Churchville, 
Harford  County,  in  which  locality  the  family 
have  been  represented  for  many  years.  William 
Dever  always  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
and  met  with  success.  In  1862  he  came  to 
this  county  and  purchased  the  homestead  now 
in  the  possession  of  our  subject.  It  is  a valu- 
able farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  grain  and  fruit.  In  1887 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
and  was  in  that  responsible  position  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1892.  While  a resident  of 
Harford  County  he  held  the  office  of  county 
commissioner,  having  been  elected  by  a Demo- 
cratic majority.  He  married  a Miss  Angeline 
Hopkins,  of  the  same  county,  and  four  children 
came  to  bless  their  union.  Annie  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Rev.  F.  T.  Tagg,  of  Baltimore.  Addie 
is  the  widow  of  John  Mulligan,  and  is  living 


in  this  locality.  Mamie,  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Elliot, 
died  in  1875.  The  mother  is  still  hale  and 
hearty,  and  is  now  in  her  seventy- fifth  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Staf- 
ford, Harford  Count}’,  Md.,  January  19,  1848, 
and  was  a youth  of  about  fourteen  when  he  came 
to  this  county  with  his  parents.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  old  farm.  He  was  married 
April  20,  1876,  to  Lottie  M.  Lucas,  a daughter  of 
William  B.  Lucas,  and  their  two  children  are 
William  K.  and  Mamie  I.,  both  still  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Dever  is  a faithful  wife 
and  mother  and  is  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
of  her  family.  She  received  a liberal  education 
and,  with  her  husband,  occupies  a high  place  in 
the  social  circles  of  this  community. 


URTON  W.  PARKER  has  been  identified 
with  the  best  interests  and  development  of 
Caroline  County  for  over  twenty  years  and 
is  now  considered  one  of  her  most  substantial 
business  men.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a well- 
stocked  store  at  American  Corners  and  has  also 
been  financially  concerned  in  the  large  canneries 
here  for  the  past  seven  years.  In  1893  he  put  in 
operation  a large  sawmill,  which  is  running  up 
to  the  present  time,  and  from  this  source  alone  he 
derives  a good  income.  His  possessions  have  ac- 
cumulated year  by  year  in  the  strictly  legitimate 
channels  of  business  enterprise,  and  at  all  times 
and  under  any  circumstances,  let  it  be  said  to  his 
credit,  he  is  conscientious,  just,  and  a man  of  his 
word.  It  cannot  be  truly  maintained  that  he  has 
ever  been  grasping  and  ready  to  make  capital 
out  of  his  neighbors’  necessities,  but  on  the  con- 
trary he  has  assisted  many  a one  in  time  of 
stress  instead  of  taking  advantage  of  him. 

The  parents  of  B.  W.  Parker  were  William  and 
Julia  (Moore)  Parker,  who  both  came  from  fine 
old  families  of  Delaware.  The  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Edward  Moore.  Four  of  the  children 
of  William  and  JuliaParker  grew  to  maturity  and 
became  honored  and  upright  citizens.  Joseph  H. 
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and  William  are  still  living  in  their  native  state, 
Delaware,  and  the  only  daughter,  Emily,  is  the 
wife  of  C.  W.  Scott,  of  Sussex  County,  Del.  The 
father  was  a man  of  great  influence  and  high 
standing  in  the  community  where  he  always  re- 
sided, in  Sussex  County. 

Burton  W.  Parker  was  born  upon  his  parents’ 
old  homestead  in  Sussex  County,  in  1855,  and 
received  training  in  agricultural  duties  from  the 
time  he  was  old  enough  to  handle  a hoe  or  spade. 
He  was  of  great  help  to  his  father,  and  gained  a 
robust,  rugged  constitution,  which  farmer  lads 
are  proverbial  for.  He  made  the  most  of  his 
educational  advantages  and  remained  at  home 
until  1876.  Having  married  Annie  B.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Noble,  he  came  to  Caroline  County 
and  together  they  started  their  new  and  happy 
home.  Three  years  passed  away,  which  were 
devoted  chiefly  to  farming,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  enterprises  as  well.  To  sum 
up  his  success  briefly,  he  now  owns  four  farms, 
comprising  about  six  hundred  acres,  mainly  the 
result  of  his  own  well-directed  efforts;  he  is  the 
owner  of  a finely  equipped  store,  one  of  the  best 
of  the  kind  in  the  country,  and  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  sawmills  mentioned  above,  besides 
having  money  invested  in  several  minor  concerns. 

Two  bright,  pretty  daughters  and  three  sturdy 
sons  bless  the  hearthstone  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker,  and  in  order  of  their  births  are  named  as 
follows:  Lillian  R.,  Lulu  V. , Wilmer  B.,  Thomas 
Orville  and  Carl  A.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  various  religious  and  charitable  en- 
terprises. In  his  political  preference  Mr.  Parker 
is  Democratic. 


ILLIAM  W.  SEWARD.  Numbered  among 
the  most  enterprising  and  wide-awake 
young  farmers  of  Caroline  County  is  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  Though  but  little 
over  thirty  years  of  age,  he  has  already  made  a 
place  in  the  front  ranks  of  our  local  agricultur- 
ists, and  is  also  recognized  as  a man  of  unusual 


ability  in  political  circles.  He  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  gold 
standard  advocated  by  that  party.  His  name  is 
now  being  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  can- 
didacy for  legislative  honors,  and  without  doubt 
he  will  yet  achieve  distinction  in  the  house  of  dele- 
gates. His  valuable  farm  is  situated  in  the 
seventh  district,  near  the  town  of  Ridgely,  and 
contains  within  its  boundaries  some  ninety- two 
acres.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  every- 
thing about  it  bespeaks  the  constant  attention 
and  care  that  are  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  pro- 
prietor. 

Born  in  Caroline  County,  September  30,  1865, 
W.  W.  Seward  is  a son  of  Joshua  Seward,  who 
is  also  a native  of  this  county.  His  mother,  Ella 
Byns,  as  she  was  known  in  her  girlhood,  was 
born  in  Dorchester  County.  By  the  marriage  of 
Joshua  and  Ella  Seward  six  children  were  born, 
but  two  of  the  number  died  in  infancy,  and  those 
who  remain  are  William,  Lida,  Alta  and  Frank. 
The  father  was  a teacher  for  a few  years,  then 
took  a position  as  a clerk  in  a general  store,  and 
still  later  engaged  in  operating  a farm.  He  was 
quite  successful  from  a financial  point  of  view, 
and  is  now  living  retired  from  active  business 
cares,  his  home  being  in  Ridgely.  His  father, 
William  Seward,  was  born  and  reared  in  this 
county,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  here. 

The  education  of  W.  W.  Seward  was  such  as 
was  to  be  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
boyhood,  until  he  commenced  studying  and  read- 
ing for  self-improvement  later.  When  he  was 
about  seventeen  he  accepted  a position  as  clerk 
in  a general  store  in  Sudlersville,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Md.,  and  there  he  remained  about  twelve 
months.  About  1883  he  returned  home  and  soon 
located  upon  the  farm  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  cultivating  and  has  purchased  in  the  mean- 
time. 

There  is  no  more  important  step  in  the  life  of  a 
young  man  than  his  choice  of  a wife,  and  in  this 
respect  Mr.  Seward  has  been  especially  fortunate, 
and  is  to  be  congratulated.  February  9,  1887, 
he  married  Miss  Anna  Deyo,  daughter  of  Broad- 
liead  Deyo,  a prosperous  merchant  of  Wallkill, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Seward  was  born  and  brought  up  in 
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the  Empire  State,  and  received  exceptional  ad- 
vantages in  the  matter  of  education,  completing 
the  same  in  a ladies’  seminary  in  New  Jersey. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  is  also  Mr.  Seward,  and  both  are 
valued  workers  in  the  local  congregation.  They 
have  one  sweet  little  child,  Olive  by  name, 
now  about  three  years  old,  and  she  is  tliejoy  and 
sunshine  of  their  happy  home. 


“ LIAS  W.  WILLIAMSON.  There  is  a cer- 
'p  tain  sense  of  satisfaction  in  tracing  the  his- 
_ tory  of  a self-made  man,  one  who  has  risen 
by  his  strength  of  character  and  the  exercise  of 
the  better  qualities  with  which  he  has  been  en- 
dowed by  nature,  from  the  ranks  of  the  poor  and 
lowly  to  a high  place  in  the  business  and  social 
world.  Success  such  as  has  been  achieved  by 
the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  article  means  long  years  of  unremitting  effort 
and  industry,  fine  executive  ability  and  per- 
severance in  a given  line  of  enterprise,  undaunted 
by  the  difficulties  which  assail  upon  every  hand. 
From  a long  line  of  New  England  ancestors  he 
unquestionably  inherited  not  only  that  keen  busi- 
ness talent  but  the  high  standard  of  integrity  for 
which  they  are  noted,  for  his  career  has  been 
singularly  free  from  that  over-reaching  and  petty 
meanness,  which  is,  alas,  too  often  intimately 
associated  with  distinctive  prosperity.  Since  1866 
he  has  been  a resident  of  Caroline  County,  and 
has  been  numbered  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  the  third  district. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Stephen 
Williamson,  was  a native  of  England,  but  in  his 
early  manhood  decided  to  seek  a new  home  and  a 
fortune,  it  might  be,  in  America.  Accordingly, 
in  company  with  his  two  brothers  he  crossed  the 
ocean  aqd  landed  in  the  town'(as  it  was  then)  of 
Boston,  Mass.  Later  he  settled  in  the  forests  of 
Maine,  at  a date  antecedent  to  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  there  he  reared  his  family  in  the 
love  of  God  and  mankind.  One  of  his  children 
was  Capt.  Stephen  Williamson,  who  was  born  in 


the  pine  woods  of  Maine  and  became  a wealthy 
man  ere  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  Rev. 
Stephen  Williamson,  who,  in  turn,  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  He  was  also  a native  of  Maine, 
and  there  married  Betsy  Greenlea,  by  whom  he 
had  eleven  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz.:  Orrin,  Elias  W.  and  Manly.  The 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
a very  patriotic  and  respected  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  a minister  of  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination and  was  an  earnest  and  zealous 
worker  in  the  Master’s  vineyard.  He  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age,  dying  when  over  eighty  years  old. 
He  and  his  family  removed  to  Caroline  County 
in  1864,  and  here  he  passed  his  last  years. 

Elias  W.  Williamson  was  born  February  3, 
1823,  in  Maine,  and  was  brought  up  on  a farm, 
early  learning  habits  of  industry  and  application 
which  have  stood  him  in  good  stead  ever  since. 
When  arriving  at  his  majority  he  commenced 
working  as  a carpenter,  and  steadily  advanced  in 
that  calling  until  he  became  a master  builder. 
He  took  and  executed  contracts  in  various  places, 
and  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  alone  erected  over  one 
hundred  houses.  His  workmanship  always  gave 
perfect  satisfaction  and  as  his  fame  spread  he  was 
obliged  to  increase  his  force  of  employes  and 
found  his  time  occupied  to  the  utmost  limit.  His 
wealth  accumulated  and  he  made  good  invest- 
ments of  his  funds,  so  at  last  he  awoke  to  the  fact 
that  he  could  be  justly  considered  a man  of  means, 
even  in  America.  From  boyhood  he  had  looked 
forward  to  the  prospect  of  ultimately  having  a 
residence  in  the  country,  and  since  1866  has  had 
a pretty  and  comfortable  home  near  the  village 
of  Williston,  Md. 

November  3,  1850,  Mr.  Williamson  married 
Eliza  A.  Fisher,  a native  of  Augusta,  Me.,  and 
to  this  worthy  couple  six  children  were  born. 
Two  of  the  number  are  deceased,  and  those  sur- 
viving are  Addie,  Allie,  Charles  and  William  E. 
Mrs.  Williamson  is  a daughter  of  John  and  El- 
mira (Davis)  Fisher,  both  natives  of  Maine.  The 
father  was  a carpenter  and  a contractor,  and  at 
one  time  was  the  foreman  of  our  subject.  He 
was  left  upon  his  own  resources  when  a mere 
youth,  and  the  success  which  he  eventually  won 
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was  the  more  of  a victory  in  view  of  the  strug- 
gles which  were  part  of  his  early  life.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  are  very  generous  in  their  do- 
nations to  religious  and  charitable  enterprises. 
In  political  matters  Mr.  Williamson  is  interested 
to  the  extent  that  he  faithfully  uses  his  right  of 
franchise,  the  party  of  his  choice  being  the  Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  sought  or  desired 
office. 


IEEIAM  H.  RADCLIFFE.  One  of  the 
largest  land  owners  of  Dorchester  County 
is  this  gentleman,  who  has  a valuable  farm 
situated  on  the  Little  Choptank  River  in  Cam- 
bridge district.  Here  he  makes  his  home,  super- 
intending the  management  of  the  place,  as  well 
as  his  other  important  property  interests.  The 
three  hundred  and  six  acres  comprising  the  place 
have  been  brought  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improved  with  the  accessories  of  a first- 
class  farm.  Besides  this  place,  he  owns  five  farms, 
having  respectively  two  hundred  and  nineteen, 
four  hundred  and  sixty-four,  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  two  hundred  and  fifty  and  one  hundred  and 
one  acres.  He  has  also  some  timber  land,  so 
that  altogether  his  possessions  aggregate  seven- 
teen hundred  acres. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Neck  district,  Dorchester  County,  where  he  was 
born  January  9,  1824.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools.  He  remained 
with  his  parents,  James  and  Margaret  (Harris) 
Radcliffe,  the  latter  a descendant  of  the  old  Beck- 
with family,  until  he  was  twenty- one,  when  he 
began  to  work  at  the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter, 
and  with  his  brother  engaged  in  building  sailing 
vessels  near  Cornersville.  Three  years  were 
spent  there,  after  which  he  came  to  Cambridge 
district,  where  he  had  a ship  yard  on  the  Little 
Choptank  River,  and  continued  as  a ship  builder 
until  i860.  The  following  year  he  spent  in  trav- 
eling through  the  west,  and  on  his  return  to 
Maryland  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he  had 


purchased  in  i860.  Here  he  has  since  resided, 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  timber  business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Radcliffe,  May  2,  1877, 
united  him  with  Miss  Annia  Hooper,  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Pattison  and  a cousin  of  ex- 
Governor  Pattison  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  son,  William  H.,  Jr.  While 
not  active  in  public  affairs,  Mr.  Radcliffe  is  well 
posted  concerning  the  problems  of  the  age  and  in 
his  political  belief  is  a Democrat.  For  seventeen 
years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  National  Bank 
of  Cambridge. 


ILLIAM  J.  WOODFORD,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  in  Centreville,  was 
born  in  this  town  February  17,  1863.  His 
father,  J.  W.  W.,  who  was  a son  of  James  Wood- 
ford, a clockmakerby  trade,  was  born  in  Elkton, 
Cecil  County,  and  in  early  manhood  removed 
from  there  to  Queen  Anne’s  County,  in  May, 
i860.  While  residing  in  his  native  place  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  in  a store,  and  he  was  also 
similarly  engaged  in  Middletown  and  Georgetown 
Cross  Roads.  On  coming  to  Centreville  he  estab- 
lished a mail  route  and  stage  line  between  this 
point  and  Queenstown,  being  the  first  man  to 
operate  a stage  line  in  the  entire  county.  In  ad- 
dition, he  also  ran  a transfer  line  for  the  town, 
and  a line  of  stages  from  here  to  Easton  and 
Chestertown.  In'  1895,  however,  he  sold  the 
business  to  his  son. 

Firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
J.  W.  W.  Woodford  has  for  years  been  one  of  the 
local  party  leaders.  Honoring  his  party,  he  has 
in  turn  been  honored  by  it  with  election  to  posi- 
tions of  trust.  In  March,  1895,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Centreville  by  President  Cleveland, 
but  by  reason  of  the  opposition  of  Senator  Gib- 
son the  appointment  was  not  confirmed  by  the 
senate.  The  people  of  Queen  Anne’s  County 
considered  that  a great  injustice  had  been  done 
Mr.  Woodford,  and  as  a consequence  Senator 
Gibson  lost  many  who  had  hitherto  been  his 
friends.  In  April,  1897,  Mr.  Woodford  was  ap- 
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pointed  tax  collector  for  this  district.  His  wife, 
Anne  H.  Reaves,  was  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Reaves,  of  Bridgeton,  N.  J. , and  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  a Revolutionary  patriot.  She  is  still  sur- 
viving and  is  now  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Of 
their  four  children,  three  are  living:  William  J. ; 
Marion  J.,  in  Centreville;  and  Thomas  R.,  a stu- 
dent in  the  Western  Maryland  College. 

When  ten  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to 
assist  his  father  in  business,  and  during  the  inter- 
vals of  school  drove  wagons.  At  eighteen  years 
he  left  school  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the 
business  for  six  years,  when  he  took  a position  as 
purser  on  a river  steamboat.  There  his  work 
was  hard  and  required  his  attention  almost  con- 
stantly, day  and  night.  After  six  years,  in  Oct- 
ober, 1894,  he  returned  home  and  bought  the 
livery  business  of  John  A.  Scotton.  In  January 
of  the  following  year  he  bought  the  ’bus  and  stage 
line  from  his  father,  and  now  runs  two  stage  lines 
to  Queenstown  and  a ’bus  and  transfer  line  in 
town.  December  12,  1888,  he  married  Miss  Ida 
Cole.  They  have  four  children:  John  Wallace, 
Elmira,  William  T.  and  Walter  E.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Woodford  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Home  Forum.  He  is  a genial, 
jovial  man  and  counts  his  friends  by  the  score 
among  those  whom  he  meets  in  business  and 
social  circles. 


OHN  C.  MONTAGUE  is  the  fortunate 
owner  of  the  very  pretty  homestead  of 
Juniper  Hill,  which  is  situated  in  the  fourth 
district  of  Talbot  County  and  contains  within  its 
boundaries  some  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  Mr.  Montague  gave  it  his  loyal  support, 
but  of  late  years  has  been  in  greater  sympathy 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  nominated  by 
the  party  last-mentioned  for  the  position  of  sheriff 
and  wras  once  a candidate  for  the  post  of  county 
commissioner  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and, 
though  he  was  both  times  defeated  by  the  larger 
majorities  of  the  opponent’s  side,  his  own  popu- 


larity is  unquestioned.  An  earnest  worker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  been  a 
steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  several  years,  and  his  heart  is  sincerely  in  the 
cause. 

Jesse  Montague  was  born  in  Caroline  County, 
Md.,  and  by  his  marriage  wdth  Hettie,  daughter 
of  Martin  K.  Ford,  of  Delaware,  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  this  w'orthy 
man  was  a native  of  France,  as  the  name  implies, 
and  was  an  early  settler  in  this  state.  For  gener- 
ations the  family  have  followed  agricultural  lives 
and  their  traits  of  industry,  persevering  efforts 
and  uprightness  have  been  handed  down  from 
father  to  son,  an  invaluable  inheritance.  Jesse 
Montague  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  in  religion 
was  a very  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  a trustee  at  one  time. 
He  secured  a good  competence  for  his  family,  and 
was  a kind  and  helpful  neighbor,  friend  and  citi- 
zen. He  was  summoned  to  his  reward  in  1882, 
and  was  ready  and  glad  to  join  his  wife,  who  had 
crossed  the  river  about  five  years  before.  Their 
eldest  daughter  is  Anne,  widow  of  George  Ross, 
and  she,  with  her  sister  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Green,  are  both  living  in  Delaware.  William 
Henry  is  a resident  ol  Queen  Anne’s  County  and 
Daniel  is  in  Easton.  Helen,  wife  of  Thomas 
Hutchins,  lives  on  the  western  shore  of  Mary- 
land. 

J.  C.  Montague  was  born  in  Hazelville,  Kent 
County,  Del.,  February  28,  1838,  and  was  a 
student  in  the  schools  of  his  home. neighborhood 
until  he  was  nearly  eighteen  years  of  age.  Being 
desirous  of  seeing  something  of  his  own  great 
country  before  settling  down  for  the  really  serious 
labors  of  mature  life,  he  went  to  the  west  and 
traveled  around  considerably,  but  ultimately  re- 
turned, as  he  had  not  faltered  in  his  allegiance  to 
his  own  beloved  county.  Since  that  time  he  has 
attended  solely  to  general  farming  and  has  been 
quite  successful. 

In  February,  i860,  Mr.  Montague  and  Emma 
Williams  were  united  in  marriage  in  Kent 
County,  Del.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  Will- 
iams, of  Delaware,  and  was  born  and  reared 
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to  maturity  in  Kent  County.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife  four  are  living. 
Harvey  is  a citizen  of  Ridgely,  Md.;  Correna  is 
the  widow  of  Edward  Carville,  of  Kent  Island; 
she  became  the  mother  of  one  son,  J.  Denny, 
who  makes  his  home  with  his  grandfather;  Allie 
is  the  wife  of  Harry  St.  Clair,  of  Baltimore;  and 
Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  P.  Roe,  a farmer  of 
this  locality.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Mon- 
tague he  had  a postoffice  established  near  his 
home  and  the  village  bears  his  name. 


AMES  W.  SAULSBURY,  who  formerly  held 
the  office  of  sheriff  of  Caroline  County,  and 
at  various  times  was  tax  collector,  county 
committeeman,  supervisor  of  the  poor  house,  etc., 
and  was  a candidate  for  the  legislature  in  1875, 
though  defeated,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
Caroline  County,  and  has  always  been  deeply 
interested  in  whatever  affects  her  prosperity  and 
advancement.  He  is  an  honored  old  citizen  of 
the  third  district,  where  he  has  owned  as  much 
as  four  hundred  acres  of  land  at  a time.  His  life 
has  been  an  exemplary  one — an  embodiment  of 
the  golden  rule,  and  all  who  have  come  within 
the  sphere  of  his  influence  have  been  benefited 
thereby.  For  the  extremely  long  period  of  sixty- 
three  years  he  has  held  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  donated 
generously  to  the  work  of  that  denomination, 
and  has  not  neglected  to  extend  a helping  hand 
to  the  poor  and  needy  who  came  across  his 
pathway. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  above,  William 
Saulsbury,  was  born  and  died  in  this  county,  his 
demise  occurring  when  he  was  in  his  eightieth 
year,  or  thereabouts.  Eli,  father  of  James  W., 
was  likewise  a native  of  this  county,  and  fought 
in  the  war  of  1812.  His  chief  vocation  in  life  was 
that  of  farming.  He  married  Rachel  Smith, 
whose  birthplace  was  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  and 
their  only  child  was  James  W.,  of  this  sketch. 

The  birth  of  J.  W.  Saulsbury  occurred  August 
8,  1817,  in  this  county,  and  from  his  earliest 


recollections  he  has  been  accustomed  to  living 
upon  a farm.  He  was  initiated  when  quite  young 
into  the  several  departments  of  agriculture,  and 
has  long  been  a practical  farmer.  He  gradually 
accumulated  a competence,  and  has  amply  pro- 
vided for  all  his  own  and  family’s  necessities. 
He  was  identified  with  the  Whig  party  until 
1871,  at  which  time  he  became  a Democrat.  In 
1841  he  was  made  tax  collector,  in  1861  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  four  years  later  he  was  elected 
a county  commissioner.  In  the  numerous  offices 
of  public  trust  and  honor  which  he  held,  he  was 
prompt  and  faithful  in  discharging  his  duties, 
and  won  the  commendation  of  all  concerned. 

August  7,  1855,  Mr.  Saulsbury  married  Ann 
E.  Hitch,  who  was  born  and  grew  to  womanhood 
in  this  country,  and  of  their  two  children,  one 
died  in  infancy.  Vashti,  the  other  child,  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  J.  W.  Garey,  who  died  April 
12,  1895,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  His 
widow  resides  in  Williston.  Their  six  children 
are  as  follows:  Robert  S.,  bookkeeper  with  the 
Cochran  Ice  Company,  of  Baltimore;  Mary  E., 
Enoch  B.,  V.  Louise,  Lena  R.,  and  James  A.  H. 
Mrs.  Ann  E.  Saulsbury  was  a daughter  of  Garey 
Hitch,  an  extensive  land  owner  and  respected 
citizen  of  this  county.  She  died  in  1857. 


OSIAH  S.  TAYLOR  was  born  in  Barren 
Creek  district,  Wicomico  Countjq  November 
8,  1828,  and  has  spent  his  active  life  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  work  here,  having  since  1877 
owned  and  operated  the  Taylor  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  situated  near  the  center  of 
the  district.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a mem- 
ber emigrated  to  America  from  England.  His 
father,  Elias,  and  grandfather,  Horatio  Taylor, 
were  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides. 
The  former,  who  was  a farmer,  died  in  1835,  and 
nine  years  afterwards  his  wife,  Polly,  daughter  of 
Lowdy  Gosley,  passed  away.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  three  sons 
survive:  John  C.,  of  Baltimore;  Josiali  S.;  and 
Isaac  T.,  of  Dorchester  County. 
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When  quite  young  our  subject  began  to  work 
upon  the  home  farm  and  by  practical  experience 
gained  a thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture  in 
every  department  of  the  work.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic, hard-working  man,  who  toils  early  and  late 
in  order  to  secure  a competence  for  his  family 
and  the  comforts  of  life  for  his  old  age.  He  has 
never  been  active  in  politics,  though  voting  at  all 
the  elections.  During  the  existence  of  the  Whig 
party  he  advocated  its  principles  and  upon  its 
disintegration  he  became  a Democrat.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

November  5,  1856,  Mr.  Taylor  married  Hester 
P.  Bennett,  daughter  of  Elisha  Bennett,  of  Barren 
Creek  district.  Ten  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  Nancy 
Virginia,  wife  of  George  T.  Wilson,  of  Barren 
Creek  district;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Perry  J.  Brown, 
of  Virginia;  Elisha  S.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Baltimore;  Letitia  E.,  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Bailey; 
John  B.  and  Andrew  J.,  at  home;  Kate  M.,  wife 
of  W.  B.  Bailey,  of  Mardela  Springs;  and  Calvin 
M.,  who  married  Minnie  Alberta  Goslee,  of  this 
district. 


AMES  M.  ANDREWS  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  about  four  hundred  acres  of 
valuable,  well-improved  farm  land  in  Hur- 
lock  district  of  Dorchester  County.  His  beau- 
tiful home  is  situated  just  within  the  village 
limits  of  Hurlock,  and  under  its  hospitable 
roof  many  a friend  or  passing  traveler  has  been 
entertained  in  true  southern  fashion.  He  is  a 
very  enterprising  business  man  and  has  in- 
vested money  in  a number  of  industries  that 
have  indirectly  benefited  the  neighborhood  or 
county.  Among  others,  he  is  now  financially 
concerned  in  the  flouring  mill  at  Williamsburg, 
and  in  the  Hurlock  creamery.  He  practically 
believes  in  upholding  home  industries  and  in 
lending  one’s  influence  toward  the  support  of 
whatever  tends  to  advance  the  public  good. 

Born  June  14,  1848,  James  M.  Andrews  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Stephen  Andrews,  of  whom  we 


shall  write  an  account  later  in  this  sketch.  Our 
subject  attended  the  district  schools  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  from  the  time  that  he  was  strong 
enough  to  be  of  any  real  assistance  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  he  helped  his  father  dutifully.  Thus 
he  became  well  equipped  to  fight  his  own  battles 
when  he  had  set  forth  to  make  his  way  independ- 
ently in  the  world.  He  has  always  been  an  agri- 
culturist, and  by  degrees  he  purchased  land  until 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  a large  estate.  He  person- 
ally looks  after  the  departments  of  work  upon  his 
place,  and  to  this  method  much  of  his  success  is 
due. 

January  13,  1876,  Mr.  Andrews  married  Sallie, 
daughter  of  William  Noble,  of  Caroline  County. 
They  have  the  following-named  children:  William 
N.,  Carrie,  Mary,  Stephen,  Helen  and  James  E. 
For  several  years  Mr.  Andrews  has  been  a stanch 
Prohibitionist.  He  and  the  other  members  of 
his  family  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Stephen  Andrews,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  this  county,  born  in  1801,  and  resided 
here  during  his  whole  life.  His  father,  Medford 
Andrews,  was  also  born  within  the  limits  of  this 
county  (as  is  supposed)  and  was  a son  of  one 
Stephen,  who  was  a native  of  Maryland.  The 
latter  was  a son  of  Isaac  and  grandson  of  Maj. 
William  Andrews,  who  came  to  America  from 
England  in  the  year  1711,  settling  at  first 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Virginia,  and  subse- 
quently removing  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland.  For  generations  the  Andrewses  have 
been  farmers  and  have  been  prosperous  and  in- 
fluential people  in  their  communities.  Stephen 
Andrews  commenced  his  business  career  a poor 
youth,  working  for  the  munificent  sum  of  $40 
a year  at  first.  Later  he  bought  a tract  of  timber- 
land  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county,  about 
five  hundred  acres,  and  from  that  time  forward 
he  worked  very  industriously  to  clear  enough 
land  for  a large  homestead.  He  was  a consci- 
entious Christian,  faithful  in  discharging  his  du- 
ties to  his  fellow-men  and  to  his  family.  Though 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  money,  as  he 
had  always  made  his  by  hard  labor,  he  yet  was 
liberal  in  his  benevolences  and  in  support  of 
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worthy  charities.  In  early  life  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  subsequently  became  a Republican. 
He  married  Rebecca  Carroll  in  1839,  and  to 
them  were  born:  Sarah  E. ; Margaret  M.,  wife  of 
James  H.  Williams;  James  M.,  Joseph  B.,  Annie 
R.,  Stephen  S.;  William,  deceased;  and  another 
Stephen,  who  died. 


ILLIAM  F.  HALL,  M.  D.,  has  had  a suc- 
cessful professional  career  and  is  now  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Somerset 
County.  Formerly  he  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  the  drug  business,  and  the  knowl- 
edge he  there  acquired  has  proved  of  the  greatest 
value  to  him  in  medical  practice.  Since  1885  he 
has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Crisfield,  where  he  is  also  proprietor  and  owner 
of  a drug  store.  Aside  from  duties  immediately 
connected  with  his  business  and  professional  life, 
he  maintains  a warm  interest  in  matters  relating 
to  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  prosperity  of 
Crisfield.  He  was  one  of  the  original  promoters 
of  the  Crisfield  Ice  Company  and  served  as  its 
president  for  two  years.  He  also  took  an  active 
part  in  the  establishment  of  the  Crisfield  Building 
& Loan  Association,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
president  and  held  that  office  for  two  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a director  in  the  concern. 

Near  the  village  of  Marion,  in  Somerset 
County,  the  subject  of  this  biography  was  born 
January  25,  1857,  being  a son  of  Robert  H.  and 
Harriet  E.  (Holland)  Hall,  also  natives  of  this 
county.  His  father,  who  spent  his  life  here,  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a carpenter,  combined  with 
work  at  farming,  and  was  an  industrious,  perse- 
vering man,  whose  death  at  thirty-three  years 
was  a heavy  loss  to  his  family.  He  was  a sin- 
cere Chrtstian  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a son  of 
Richard  Hall,  a native  of  this  county!  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  at  fifty-seven 
years.  About  six  months  after  the  death  of  Rob- 
ert H.  Hall  his  wife  also  passed  away,  leaving  four 
orphan  children.  Of  these,  John  W. , the  eldest, 


is  a farmer  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Marion;  Robert  H.,  his  father’s  namesake,  assists 
his  older  brother  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm;  H.  Emma  makes  her  home  with  William 
F. , who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

When  his  father  died  our  subject  was  only 
three  months  old,  and  shortly  afterward  he  was 
wholly  orphaned  by  his  mother’s  death.  He  was 
cared  for  by  relatives  and  was  given  good  educa- 
tional opportunities  in  the  local  schools.  In 
January,  1872,  he  came  to  Crisfield  and  secured 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Drs.  Rob- 
ertson and  Atkinson,  remaining  in  the  same  po- 
sition about  eight  years,  when  he  purchased  Dr. 
Robertson’s  interest  in  the  drug  store,  and  this 
business  he  and  Dr.  Atkinson  have  since  con- 
ducted. In  1883  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1885.  At  once  after  graduating 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cris- 
field, where  he  has  since  built  up  a valuable  pat- 
ronage among  the  people  of  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country. 

In  1886  Dr.  Hall  married  Miss  Maggie  Car- 
man, of  Crisfield,  and  two  children  bless  their 
union,  Agnes  and  Cecil.  Politically  the  doctor 
is  an  independent  Democrat,  but  does  not  take 
an  active  part  in  politics.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
is  now  in  the  prime  of  his  usefulness  and  vigor, 
with  every  prospect  of  continuing  for  years  in  his 
successful  career  as  a physician  and  business 
man. 

— —4 — J *}2+s®^p)®£*e{» 1 — f 

OSEPH  W.  DISHAROON  is  an  enterprising 
and  deservedly  successful  business  man  of 
Crisfield,  in  which  place  he  began  his  finan- 
cial career  a few  years  ago  without  capital  or  any 
favoring  circumstances.  To-day,  as  a result  of 
his  well-applied  industry  and  excellent  commer- 
cial methods,  he  transacts  a business  amounting 
to  about  $30,000  a year  in  his  wholesale  and 
retail  grocery  trade  alone.  In  the  summer  of 
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1897  he  built  a fine  large  hotel  here  known  as  the 
Crisfield  Hotel,  it  being  completed  and  ready  for 
business  July  14. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
was  Joseph  Disharoon,  of  French  descent.  He 
was  a native  of  Salisbury,  Md. , and  there  grew 
to  manhood.  He  was  engaged  from  that  time 
until  his  death  in  farming  and  milling  in  Wicom- 
ico County,  near  Salisbury.  He  was  only 
forty- five  years  of  age  when  death  claimed  him, 
yet  he  had  already  acquired  a comfortable  fortune, 
though  he  had  begun  the  battle  for  a livelihood 
empty-handed.  Religiously  he  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  con- 
tributed liberally  toward  the  building  and  main- 
tenance of  the  first  large  church  of  that  denomin- 
ation erected  in  Salisbury.  His  father,  William 
W.,  was  also  a native  of  Salisbury,  and  was  a 
wealthy  man,  owning  several  large  farms  and  a 
great  many  slaves.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is 
Sallie  E-,  daughter  of  Henry  J.  Dashiell,  of 
Wicomico  County,  Md.,  formerly  a prominent 
farmer  and  slave  owner  there.  He  lived  to  be 
eighty-three  years  old.  Mrs.  Sallie  Disharoon, 
now  about  three-score  years  of  age,  is  making 
her  home  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  connected  with 
a Methodist  Episcopal  Church  there.  Of  her 
eleven  children  six  died  in  infancy.  Woodland  A. 
is  in  the  professional  advertising  business  in  New 
York;  Lawrence  D.  is  in  the  livery  business  here 
in  partnership  with  our  subject;  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Pierson,  of  Philadelphia, 
auditor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company; 
and  Mary  H.  is  unmarried  and  also  a resident  of 
the-Ouaker  City. 

Joseph  W.  Disharoon  was  born  February  1, 
i860,  in  Wicomico  County,  and  received  a good 
general  education  in  the  district  schools  and  in 
Salisbury.  In  1878  he  went  to  New  York  and  ob- 
tained a clerkship  with  the  firm  of  Olivit  Brothers, 
staying  with  them  for  two  years  or  more.  He  then 
came  to  Crisfield  and  was  a clerk  in  a hotel  here 
until  it  was  burned,  a twelvemonth  later.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  employed  in  a grocery,  and  at 
the  end  of  this  period,  as  he  found  that  he  had 
saved  up  the  sum  of  $150,  he  concluded  that 
he  would  go  into  business  upon  his  own 


account.  Of  course  he  began  upon  a very  small 
scale  and  with  a meager  stock  of  goods,  but  he 
was  made  of  the  metal  that  would  not  be  discour- 
aged and  he  triumphed  at  length.  In  1895  he 
branched  out  into  the  wholesale  trade  in  connec- 
tion with  the  retail  and  is  prospering  finely  in  this 
direction  as  well.  In  1890  he  started  a livery 
business  and,  as  previously  mentioned,  he  built 
the  Crisfield  Hotel  in  1897,  and  besides  that 
owns  fourteen  houses  here  that  he  rents  to  re- 
sponsible tenants.  He  owns  four  large  oyster 
boats  and  three  smaller  ones,  hiring  men  to  sail 
them.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  now 
a director  in  the  Bank  of  Crisfield.  Following 
his  father’s  example  he  is  a Democrat,  but  not  an 
office  seeker.  He  was  president  of  the  city 
council  of  Crisfield  for  one  term,  and  is  earnest  in 
his  efforts  to  secure  good  local  government  and 
laws.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Somerset  Lodge 
No.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  this  place.  September^, 
1883,  Mr.  Disharoon  married  Susie  M.,  daughter 
of  Seth  D.  Venable,  of  Crisfield.  He  was  a hotel- 
man  here  for  several  years  and  was  favorably 
known  for  his  many  excellent  qualities.  He  died 
June  30,  1897.  His  wife,  Susan  A.,  departed 
this  life  in  February,  1894.  Mrs.  Disharoon  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


APT.  GEORGE  TYLER  was  a resident  of 
Dorchester  County  throughout  his  entire 
life,  which  began  in  Lake  district  May  12, 
1812,  and  closed  on  Hooper’s  Island  in  1887, 
when  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age.  When  a 
young  man  he  removed  from  Lake  to  Hooper’s 
Island  district,  and  here  he  afterward  resided. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  follow  the  water, 
his  first  employment  being  as  cook  on  a schooner, 
and  from  that  humble  position  he  worked  his 
way  up  to  a post  of  responsibility  and  trust, 
finally  becoming  master  of  a vessel.  After  his 
marriage  he  bought  a schooner  and  engaged  in 
bay'  trade  until  his  sons  were  large  enough  to  as- 
sume charge  of  the  boats,  when  he  retired.  He 
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was  economical,  industrious,  persevering  and 
honest,  and  was  fairly  successful  in  his  business 
transactions. 

The  marriage  of  Captain  Tyler  united  him 
with  Caroline  R.  Travers,  of  Dorchester  County, 
member  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  this  lo- 
cality. Her  death  occurred  when  she  was  sev- 
enty years  of  age.  In  her  family  there  were 
eight  children,  named  as  follows:  Sarah  Jane, 
Mrs.  Sylvester  T.  Hall,  deceased;  Matthew  T., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  oyster  business  and  is  also 
postmaster  at  Hooper’s  Island;  George  W.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  oyster  business 
here;  Robert,  who  died  at  forty -two  years  of  age; 
Solomon,  who  is  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
George;  John  G.,  a merchant  at  Hooper’s  Island; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Samuel  G.  Meekins,  of  this 
place;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  twelve  years. 

Capt.  George  W.  and  Solomon  Tyler,  who  are 
partners  in  business,  own  the  largest  general  store 
on  Hooper’s  Island  and  carry  on  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business.  They  also  own  several 
oyster  boats  that  they  let  out  on  shares  or  hire 
men  to  work.  Both  are  enterprising,  capable  and 
efficient.  Their  political  views  are  different, 
George  W.  being  a Republican  and  Solomon  a 
Democrat,  and  both  are  active  and  interested  in 
public  affairs,  but  have  always  refused  to  accept 
political  office. 


UGUSTUS  RITZEL  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Westover,  and  has  done 
much  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  village. 
Over  thirty  years  have  passed  since  he  cast  in  his 
lot  with  our  citizens,  and  during  the  intervening 
period  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  here  in  addition  to  carrying  on 
his  farms.  Though  he  is  a native  of  Germany, 
he  is  a thorough  and  patriotic  American  in  spirit 
and  strives  to  uphold  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  in  every  possible 
manner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Ritzel,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  there  he  grew  to  man- 


hood. About  1849  he  set  sail  for  the  new  world 
and  upon  his  arrival  here  located  in  Dalton 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  during  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  was  a stone  mason  by  trade  and  did 
considerable  contracting  after  coming  to  this 
country.  His  death  took  place  in  1893,  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  but  never  took  an  active  part.  During 
the  war  he  was  drafted  into  the  service,  but  as 
the  struggle  was  about  finished,  he  was  not 
mustered  into  service.  While  in  the  fatherland 
he  had  served  the  regulation  seven  years  in  the 
army,  and  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  an  officer. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Mary  Moler  before  their 
marriage,  and  she,  too,  was  of  German  birth. 
Though  she  is  now  in  her  seventy-seventh  year 
she  still  enjoys  excellent  health,  and  is  mak- 
ing her  home  in  Lykens,  Pa.,  where  her  two 
sons,  George  and  John,  reside.  She  is  a devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Of  her  six  chil- 
dren one,  Mary,  who  died  in  1895,  is  alone  de- 
ceased. Martin  is  a resident  of  this  neighbor- 
hood and  Charles  lives  in  Chester,  Pa. 

Augustus  Ritzel  is  the  eldest  in  his  parents’ 
family,  he  having  been  born  in  1845,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  He  was  a 
mere  lad  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  father  in  1849,  and  for  several  years  he  lived 
in  Dalton  County,  Pa.  He  received  a good  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended 
until  he  was  in  his  fifteenth  year.  The  following 
four  years  he  worked  with  his  father  at  the  stone 
masons’  trade,  but  the  business  not  being  to  his 
liking  he  went  to  Philadelphia  in  1866  and 
there  was  employed  as  a machinist  for  two  years. 
He  was  then  sent  by  the  gentleman  for  whom  he 
had  worked  to  look  after  some  business  interests 
in  Westover,  and  as  the  young  man  believed  that 
there  was  a good  opening  here,  he  remained  and 
finally  bought  out  a lumber  concern.  Since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
the  development  and  enlargement  of  this  enter- 
prise and  has  succeeded  very  well  financially. 
He  has  invested  money  in  good  farm  land  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  finds  himself  the  owner  of 
some  five  hundred  acres,  situated  in  different 
places.  Like  his  father,  lie  is  affiliated  with  the 
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Democracy,  but  is  nothing  of  a politician.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and  of 
Tribe  No.  112  of  the  Red  Men. 

In  July,  1876,  Mr.  Ritzel  married  Elizabeth 
Betler,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  still  at 
home,  and  in  the  order  of  their  birth  named  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  Maggie,  Augustus,  Jr.,  Annie  and 
Edward.  The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious 
belief,  and  enjoy  the  respect  of  a large  circle  of 
neighbors  and  friends. 


OHN  M.  BEAVEN,  whose  postoffice  address 
is  Hillsborough,  Caroline  County,  though 
his  home  is  in  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot 
County,  is  an  enterprising  merchant  and  good 
general  business  man  at  Hillsborough,  and  has 
inaugurated  several  local  industries.  It  was  in 
the  year  1891  that  he  removed  to  this  place  and 
opened  a store  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  trade, 
and  here  may  be  found  a complete  line  of  dry 
goods,  provisions,  hats,  shoes,  etc.  He  also  runs 
a saw  and  planing  mill  and  derives  a fair  income 
from  this  source. 

Rev.  George  F.  Beaven,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Charles  County  and  removed  to  this 
county  during  the  50’s.  He  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing ministers  of  the  town  of  Hillsborough,  and 
since  entering  the  priesthood  has  been  identified 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  considered  a 
leader  in  the  work  of  that  denomination.  He  is 
a strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  as 
county  school  examiner  for  fourteen  years.  Since 
first  occupying  his  pulpit  in  St.  John’s  Church, 
forty  years  have  rolled  away,  and  each  year  the 
ties  that  bind  him  to  his  people  are  strengthened. 
In  1848  he  married  Virginia  L-  Waters,  who 
died  in  1881,  aged  forty-seven  years.  Of  their 
eight  children  all  but  one  survive.  In  order  of 
birth  they  were  as  follows:  Rev.  Wordsworth  Y., 
John  M.,  Grace  A.  (deceased),  George  H., 
Mary  V.,  Arthur  R.,  Thomas  C.  and  H.  Lay. 
Rev.  Mr.  Beaven  chose  for  his  second  wife  Anna 
D.  Wilson,  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized  in 
1885. 


J.  M.  Beaven  was  born  in  Charles  County, 
January  17,  1852,  and  was  brought  to  this  local- 
ity when  quite  young.  He  attended  the  schools 
of  this  district  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years 
old,  when  lie  left  home  and  accepted  a position  as 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Holt  of  Hillsborough. 
In  1883  he  went  to  Tunis  Mills  and  the  same 
year  worked  in  another  establishment  owned  by 
his  former  employer.  He  made  good  use  of  his 
advantages  in  a business  way,  and  in  1884  felt 
qualified  by  his  past  experience  to  embark  in 
commerce  on  his  own  account.  His  partner  in 
this  undertaking  was  Charles  R.  Wooters,  the 
firm  style  being  Beaven  & Wooters  until  1890, 
when  our  subject  bought  out  the  other’s  inter- 
est. In  matters  of  political  moment  he  is  to  be 
found  espousing  the  principles  of  the  Democracy. 
His  grandfather  was  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812 
and  his  ancestors  have  lived  in  Maryland  since 
1730,  when  they  came  here  from  England  with 
large  grants  of  land.  (For  further  particulars 
see  sketch  of  our  subject’s  father  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. ) 


OHN  W.  DOWNEY  is  numbered  among  the 
enterprising  young  business  men  of  Rock 
Hall,  in  the  fifth  district  of  Kent  County. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  leading  drug  store  of 
the  place  and  keeps  a full  line  of  reliable  drugs, 
cigars  and  tobacco,  stationery  and  sundries  usually 
found  in  a first-class  establishment  of  the  kind. 
He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  field  of  local 
politics,  and  was  postmaster  of  this  town  during 
the  administration  of  President  Harrison,  making 
a good  record,  and  being  popular  with  all  classes 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  again  called  to 
fill  this  position  under  McKinley,  September  28, 
1897,  and  is  filling  the  office  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  all.  In  1896  he  was  register  of  voters 
here  and  has  held  other  local  offices.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  Maxwell  Lodge  No.  27, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , and  Chesapeake  Lodge  No.  68,  K. 
of  P.,  both  of  this  place. 

Born  February  19,  1857,  Mr.  Downey  is  a son 


GEORGE  H.  BERRY,  M.  D. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


609 


of  William  S.  and  AnneE.  Scoon,  natives  of  Kent 
County.  The  father  owned  a small  schooner  and 
purchased  a farm  shortly  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  but  thirty-eight  years  of 
age.  He  was  a Republican  at  a time  when  there 
were  very  few  adherents  of  that  party  in  this 
locality  and  was  very  active  in  the  work  of  build- 
ing the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  made 
a trustee.  He  was  a natural  musician  and  led 
the  singing  in  the  old  choir.  This  church  was 
erected  in  1854,  and  is  a landmark.  The  follow- 
ing children  were  born  to  himself  and  wife:  Mary 
E.,  Joseph  (whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume),  William  T. , George  E.,  John  W., 
Marion  and  Alice. 

John  W.  Downey  remained  upon  the  old  home- 
stead with  his  mother  until  he  was  about  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  a clerkship 
in  a general  store  in  Rock  Hall,  and  there  learned 
the  rudiments  of  business.  During  a period 
covering  about  ten  or  twelve  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  his  elder  brother,  Joseph,  who  carried 
on  a store  in  which  general  supplies  could  be 
obtained,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  saved 
sufficient  capital  to  invest  in  a business  for  him- 
self. 

In  1882  Mr.  Downey  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Hynson,  a native  of  this  county,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Eva,  Alice  and  Allen.  They  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mr. 
Downey  having  been  a trustee  in  the  same  for 
several  years. 


GEORGE  H.  BERRY,  M.  D.  Almost  half 
a century  has  rolled  away  since  this  worthy 
physician  and  old  resident  of  Lawson’s  dis- 
trict settled  here  to  begin  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Though  he  is  now  getting  along  in 
years  he  still  attends  a few  families  where  his 
services  are  particularly  desired,  but  he  feels  that 
he  has  accomplished  his  chief  life  work  and  is 
now  entitled  to  rest  and  quiet  after  the  ‘ ‘ heat 
and  burden  of  the  day.”  Long  and  faithfully 
has  he  ministered  beside  the  bed  of  suffering. 
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riding  long  distances  in  no  matter  how  inclement 
weather,  and  under  all  circumstances,  heedless 
of  his  own  comfort  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  his 
health  perchance,  yet  uncomplainingly.  Small 
wonder  that  he  is  looked  up  to,  admired,  rever- 
enced and  loved  by  those  among  whom  his  deeds 
of  mercy  have  been  told  these  many  years. 

The  doctor  was  reared  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
where  he  was  born  June  8,  1825.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  there,  and  in 
1848  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  tutelage  of  Dr.  JohnS.  McCur,  of  Baltimore. 
He  graduated  from  Washington  University  in 
March,  1848,  and  at  once  located  in  this  district, 
where  he  has  since  been  in  uninterrupted  practice. 

He  enjoys  very  good  health  still,  and  is  remark- 
ably well  preserved  for  a man  of  over  three-score 
and  ten  years.  He  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  J. 
Brown,  of  this  neighborhood,  and  nine  children 
were  born  of  their  union.  Two  of  the  number 
are  deceased  and  those  living  are:  Mary,  Lucy, 
Robert  (a  carpenter),  William  T.,  John  E.,  Edith 
and  Emma.  George  died  when  he  was  about 
thirty-eight  years  of  age,  and  Joseph  T.  is  also 
deceased.  In  his  political  relations  the  doctor 
was  a Whig  in  his  early  manhood  and  afterwards 
became  a Democrat.  As  such  he  voted  until  the 
monetary  issue  of  1896,  when  he  sided  with  the 
Republicans.  He  is  not  afraid  to  stand  by  his 
convictions,  nor  is  he  one  of  the  men  who  prefer 
to  allow  others  to  do  his  own  thinking  in  great 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  His 
comfortable  home  stands  upon  a well-cnltivated 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  doctor  was 
Robert  Berry,  who  was  of  English  antecedents. 
He  was  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
widow  received  the  sum  of  $1,500  as  a pen- 
sion. He  was  a native  of  Baltimore  and  was  a 
pilot  upon  Chesapeake  Bay  for  a great  many 
years  and  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  His  son,  Rob- 
ert, father  of  our  subject,  was  likewise  a Balti- 
morean and  was  a sea  captain.  He  died  when 
he  was  only  forty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
Jane,  was  born  in  Baltimore  and  always  resided 
in  that  city,  dying  when  eighty-seven  years  old. 
Her  father,  George  Davy,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
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land,  but  came  to  America  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  attained  a good  old 
age,  and  was  quite  a prominent  man  in  Baltimore. 
Mrs.  Jane  Berry  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  a sweet,  lovable  Christian  lady. 


HON.  GEORGE  W.  COVINGTON.  Prob- 
ably no  citizen  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland  is  better  or  more  favorably  known 
as  a statesman,  lawyer  and  enterprising  business 
man  than  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  One  of 
the  native  sons  of  Worcester  County,  he  has  al- 
ways had  a great  interest  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  state  and  an  especial  interest  in 
this  particular  portion  of  it.  He  has  been  a life- 
long resident  of  the  towns  of  Berlin  and  Snow 
Hill,  and  many  of  the  notable  improvements  that 
have  been  instituted  in  his  native  county  which 
have  been  material  factors  in  her  progress  have 
been  championed  by  him,  among  these  being  the 
Worcester  Railroad,  which  company  he  assisted 
in  incorporating,  and  in  which  he  was  a director. 
He  is  also  a director  in  its  successor,  the  Dela- 
ware, Maryland  & Virginia  Railroad,  of  which 
he  is  counsel. 

George  W.  Covington,  fifth  and  youngest  son 
of  Isaac  and  Amelia  (Franklin)  Covington,  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Worcester  County,  Md.,  Septem- 
ber 12,  1838.  He  received  his  classical  educa- 
tion in  said  town,  in  Buckingham  Academy,  then 
noted  for  its  efficient  teachers,  among  whom  our 
subject  gratefully  remembers  Loring  Johnson, 
to  whom,  above  all  others,  he  feels  indebted  for 
conscientious  instruction.  In  the  fall  of  1857 
the  youth  went  to  Charlottesville,  Va.,  with  the 
intention  of  entering  the  University  of  Virginia, 
but  was  deterred  by  the  prevalence  of  typhoid 
fever  there.  Returning  home  he  determined  to 
take  up  the  study  of  law,  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  his  cousin,  John  R.  Franklin.  In  his 
choice  of  a profession  and  in  his  efforts  to  gain  a 
liberal  education  he  followed  his  own  youthful 
judgment,  as  his  father  had  died  when  the  son 
was  but  six  years  old,  and  his  fond,  indulgent 


mother  placed  no  opposition  to  his  wishes.  His 
older  brothers  had  already  left  the  home  nest  for 
distant  states,  where  they  were  earning  their 
livelihood,  and  so  he  continued  with  his  aged 
mother  and  young  sister  until  the  former’s  death, 
August  3,  1863.  In  the  fall  of  1858  he  entered 
the  law  department  in  Harvard  University,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  while  there  became  acquainted 
with  many  men  famous  in  the  annals  of  history, 
as  poets,  authors,  statesmen,  artists,  and  in  the 
regular  professions.  Among  his  legal  instructors 
were  also  men  of  note,  such  as  Professor  Parsons, 
author  of  the  exhaustive  work  on  contracts,  and 
Professor  Washburn,  then  engaged  upon  his  book 
on  real  estate.  Upon  his  return  home  early  in 
1859  it  was  found  that  close  application  to  his 
books  had  injured  his  eyes,  and  he  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  studies  and  receive  treatment  from  a 
Philadelphia  oculist.  During  the  months  of 
idleness  which  followed,  time  hung  so  heavily 
upon  his  hands  that  he  accepted  the  position  of 
principal  of  Buckingham  Academy,  in  his  native 
town,  and  he  now  looks  back  to  those  days  spent 
in  teaching  as  among  the  pleasantest  in  his  life. 
The  next  year  he  was  enabled  to  resume  his  in- 
terrupted legal  studies,  and  after  being  admitted 
to  the  bar,  subsequent  to  examination  in  open 
court  by  Judge  Thomas  A.  Spence,  then  the  only 
judge  in  this  district,  he  settled  down  quietly  to 
practice  in  his  home  neighborhood,  as  he  would 
not  leave  his  aged  mother. 

About  this  time  the  great  Civil  war  came  on, 
and  the  same  reason  that  had  prevented  him  from 
locating  elsewhere  to  begin  his  legal  career — the 
protection  of  his  mother  and  sister — prevented 
him  from  offering  his  services  to  his  country,  he 
being  an  avowed  sympathizer  with  the  Union 
side.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he  removed 
to  Snow  Hill,  January  6,  1864,  and  opened  an  of- 
fice for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  The 
preceding  fall  he  took  his  initial  step  into  politics, 
which  was  never  in  a more  turbulent  condition 
in  this  fair  land.  Though  the  Union  sentiment 
was  strong  in  the  county,  two  factions  sprang  up 
amongst  them,  owing  to  the  attempt  of  the 
politicians  to  accomplish  their  own  selfish  ends. 
In  a convention  which  was  called,  a county  ticket 
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was  nominated,  it  being  dubbed  the  “Uncondi- 
tional Union”  ticket,  it  being  too  soon  for  its  sup- 
porters to  call  themselves  Republicans.  The 
leaders  in  this  movement  comprised  many  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  and  they  chose 
among  others  William  H.  W.  Farrow  as  a candi- 
date for  state’s  attorney  and  Dr.  Edward  Hubbell 
for  register  of  wills.  The  opposing  faction  of 
Union  men,  also  headed  by  large  property  owners 
and  representative  men,  at  a meeting  called  in 
Snow  Hill,  placed  in  nomination  a full  ticket, 
among  them  Robert  J.  Henry  for  register  of 
wills,  James  R.  Purnell  for  the  house  of  delegates 
and  George  W.  Covington  for  state’s  attorney. 
At  the  following  election  such  a spectacle  was 
seen  as,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped,  will  never 
again  be  witnessed  in  this  land  of  the  free  ballot. 
Excitement  had  arisen  to  such  a state  that  the 
military  were  called  out,  and  in  Berlin,  Snow 
Hill  and  other  voting  districts  many  legal  voters 
were  turned  away  at  the  command  of  the  soldiers 
and  were  not  permitted  to  use  their  franchise. 
The  vote  permitted  to  be  cast  for  the  Constitu- 
tional Union  ticket  was  insignificantly  small, 
and  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  “Unconditional 
Union”  ticket.  Much  controversy  arose  and 
many  protests  against  the  irregular  and  illegal 
election  were  presented  to  Governor  Bradford, 
but  nothing  was  done  in  the  matter,  and  the  can- 
didates returned  as  elected  and  took  their  offices. 
The  following  winter  the  state  legislature  author- 
ized the  calling  of  a convention  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  a new  constitution  to  be  submitted  to 
the  people  the  next  spring.  The  “Unconditional 
Union”  men  placed  in  nomination  as  candidates 
for  delegates  to  said  constitutional  convention 
William  T.  Purnell,  William  H.  W.  Farrow  and 
others,  while  the  Conservative  or  Constitutional 
Union  men  placed  in  the  field  as  their  nominees 
John  Selby  Purnell,  Dr.  George  W.  Bishop, 
Ritchie  Fooks  and  George  W.  Covington.  The 
contest  was  a short  but  heated  one,  and  though 
our  subject  was  the  youngest  man  on  his  ticket, 
he  took  a very  active  partin  the  campaign,  being 
the  only  candidate  who  stumped  the  county. 
The  issue  at  point  was  the  question  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  the  Unconditional 


Union  men  being  in  favor  of  immediate  emanci- 
pation of  slaves  in  the  state  without  compensation, 
while  the  Conservative  party  advocated  gradual 
emancipation  and  compensation  to  the  owners 
by  the  government.  The  election  that  followed 
was  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  United 
States  marshals,  and  the  larger  number  of  Demo- 
crats not  being  allowed  to  vote,  the  election  as  a 
matter  of  course  resulted  in  favor  of  the  Uncon- 
ditional Union  party  faction,  and  the  calling  of 
a convention  to  be  held  in  Annapolis  in  1864  for 
the  formation  of  a new  constitution. 

Having  thus  been  baffled  in  his  first  two  politi- 
cal ventures  Mr.  Covington  resumed  his  practice 
and  gave  all  of  his  attention  to  that  occupation. 
He  was  pleasantly  surprised  by  soon  thereafter 
receiving  the  unsolicited  appointment  of  auditor 
of  the  circuit  court  for  Worcester  County  from 
Judge  Thomas  A.  Spence.  In  1865  he  was 
elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board  of 
county  school  commissioners  of  Worcester  Coun- 
ty, Rev.  Samuel  K.  Stewart  having  been  presi- 
dent of  the  same.  This  was  the  first  board  to 
serve  uncjer  the  present  system  of  free  schools  in 
Maryland.  In  1867  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Conservative  Democrats  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention and  elected,  almost  without  opposition. 
He  was  appointed  on  the  committee  of  the  judi- 
ciary, but  was  unable  to  take  the  active  part  he 
would  have  done  otherwise,  owing  to  illness. 
He  retired  to  his  Cedar  Grove  farm  in  1871  to 
recuperate  in  health  and  while  there  was  unex- 
pectedly appointed  school  examiner  and  treasurer 
of  the  county  school  board,  this  event  occurring 
in  1874.  During  the  two  years  of  his  service  he 
started  the  first  colored  school  in  his  county,  un- 
der the  present  free-school  system.  In  1874  he 
took  up  his  residence  again  in  Snow  Hill,  resum- 
ing his  practice,  and  in  1878  he  built  his  hand- 
some home,  the  Hedges.  In  1880  he  became  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  congress  from  the  first 
congressional  district  and  canvassed  every  coun- 
ty in  the  district.  He  received  a very  large  ma- 
jority (nearly  one  thousand  in  his  own  county) 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  forty- seventh  congress. 
He  served  on  the  committee  on  the  revision  of 
laws,  of  which  President  McKinley  was  chairman, 
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and  was  also  on  the  committee  on  militia.  In 
1882  he  was  re-elected  to  congress  by  a good  ma- 
jority, John  G.  Carlisle,  of  Kentucky,  his  warm 
personal  friend,  being  speaker  of  the  forty-eighth 
session.  That  gentleman  honored  Mr.  Coving- 
ton by  tendering  him  the  only  chairmanship 
given  to  any  member  from  Maryland,  to  wit: 
Committee  on  accounts.  During  this  session  he 
projected  the  idea  of  the  inland  water-way  be- 
tween Delaware  Bay  and  Virginia,  sometimes 
called  the  Covington  Canal,  and  he  also  put 
forth  efforts  for  the  betterment  of  our  postal  route 
system.  While  Mr.  Covington  was  a member  of 
the  forty-eighth  congress  he  was  tendered  the  ap- 
pointment of  associate  judge  in  his  circuit  by 
Governor  McLane,  but  deeming  it  his  duty  to 
serve  out  his  term  he  felt  constrained  to  decline 
the  honor.  Since  1885  he  has  been  in  private 
life  devoting  his  time  to  looking  after  his  practice 
and  estates.  He  has  been  town  commissioner  of 
Snow  Hill  three  times  and  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  high  school  here  for  many  years.  From 
1885  to  1895  he  was  chairman  of  the  Worcester 
County  Central  Democratic  Committee,  resigning 
then  on  account  of  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the 
political  conduct  of  county  affairs. 

September  6,  1865,  Mr.  Covington  married 

Sallie  M.  D.  Bishop,  only  daughter  of  George 
and  Louisa  C.  Bishop,  the  ceremony  taking  place 
in  All  Hallows  Church,  in  Snow  Hill.  Four 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  Louisa  Ame- 
lia, George  Bishop,  Harry  Franklin  and  Arthur 
Dennis,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy.  Mr.  Coving- 
ton was  baptized  in  the  above-mentioned  church, 
of  which  his  father  had  been  a vestryman,  but 
after  his  father’s  death  he  attended  the  Bucking- 
ham Presbyterian  Church,  of  Berlin,  with  his 
mother.  After  removing  to  Snow  Hill  he  was 
elected  a committeeman  and  served  as  such  in 
Makemie  Memorial  Church  just  twenty-five  years. 
During  the  latter  part  of  that  period  the  fine 
edifice  was  built  in  honor  of  the  father  of  Pres- 
byterianism in  America,  Francis  Makemie. 
Work  had  ceased  upon  the  structure  for  more 
than  a year  after  its  partial  erection,  and  things 
were  rather  gloomy  from  a financial  point  of 
view,  when  Mr,  Covington  put  his  shoulder  to 


the  wheel  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing its  completion.  At  his  suggestion  liiseousin, 
Lady  Kortright,  of  London,  England,  contributed 
$5,000  in  memory  of  her  father;  and  having  been 
given  authority  to  expend  the  amount  as  he 
deemed  wisest,  he  as  chairman  of  a committee 
was  enabled  to  fully  complete  the  church. 
Through  him  a beautiful  stained  glass  window, 
“the  seed-sower,’’  in  memory  of  Lady  Kort- 
right’s father,  John  Richardson,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  Snow  Hill,  and  a former  member  of  this 
congregation,  adorns  the  front  of  the  church. 
Since  resigning  from  the  committee  of  the  church, 
Mr.  Covington  with  his  family  now  worships  in 
the  church  of  his  fathers,  All  Hallows  Episcopal, 
of  which  his  wife  has  been  a member  from  early 
girlhood. 


HOMAS  H.  CRANE,  M.  D.  The  high 
character  sustained  by  Dr.  Crane  during  the 
long  period  of  his  residence  in  Millington 
brought  him  the  confidence  of  his  associates  and 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 
He  was  numbered  among  the  skillful  and  efficient 
professional  men  of  Kent  County,  and  was  one  of 
those  public-spirited  men  whose  presence  so 
powerfully  advances  the  welfare  of  a community. 
Many  of  the  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  owed  their  origin  to  his  fertile  brain  and 
active  mind. 

Near  Church  Hill,  in  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Dr.  Crane  was  born  February  7,  1825.  He  was 
the  son  of  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Myers) 
Crane,  natives  of  the  same  county  as  himself. 
His  father,  who  was  a physician,  carried  on  a 
large  practice  in  his  neighborhood  for  many  years 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Church 
Hill.  He  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  there 
until  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  early 
days  of  our  subject’s  life  were  passed  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and 
academy.  Desiring  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion, he  made  his  first  investigations  into  the 
science  under  the  preceptorsliip  of  his  father.  He 
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then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1845.  Returning  home,  he  became  connected  in 
practice  with  his  father,  and  there  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  for  a few  years.  Massey,  Kent 
County,  was  his  next  home,  but  he  remained 
there  only  two  years.  In  1852  he  came  to  Mil- 
lington, where  he  engaged  in  practice  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  in  1887, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Crane  was  Ellen  Massey, 
of  Kent  County,  who  at  her  death  left  two  chil- 
dren, Henry  M.  and  Edward  T.,  both  of  Phil- 
adelphia. The  doctor’s  second  marriage  took 
place  in  1856  and  united  him  with  Anna  E. 
Smith,  daughter  of  William  F.  Smith,  ofVirginia, 
who  removed  to  Millington  at  an  early  age  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  time  he 
became  the  possessor  of  important  mercantile  and 
landed  interests  in  this  locality.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a Miss  Rochester,  had  only  one  child, 
Anna  E.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children, 
namely:  John  A.,  of  Philadelphia;  Jonathan,  who 
lives  in  New  York;  and  Anna  M.,  who  is  with 
her  mother.  In  religious  belief  Dr.  Crane  was 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  a vestryman  for  several  years.  His  wife 
and  daughter  are  also  members  of  that  denomina- 
tion. They  occupy  the  old  homestead  in  Mill- 
ington. 


AMES  FERGUSON  has  been  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  Talbot  County,  and 
has  made  his  home  upon  a farm  in  the  fourth 
district  for  over  twenty  years.  His  chief  occupa- 
tion in  life  has  been  that  of  farming,  though  he 
was  prospered  when,  for  a few  years,  he  was  in- 
terested in  general  merchandising  prior  to  his 
removal  here.  His  father,  John,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  and  was  reared  to  the  age  of  nine  years 
in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh.  Then  with  his 
parents  he  crossed  the  ocean,  and  settled  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1791. 

About  1859  the  death  summons  came  to  John 


Ferguson,  who  had  been  for  many  decades  an 
honored  farmer  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
whither  he  had  gone  upon  reaching  man’s  estate. 
He  had  been  for  years  a valued  worker  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  was  noted  for  his  stur- 
dy, industrious,  persevering  nature  and  his  inborn 
trait  of  integrity  and  strict  sense  of  right  and 
justice.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Anne 
Scott,  and  Albany  County  was  her  early  home. 
Their  three  children  were  Mary  Jane,  deceased; 
James;  and  Eliza,  who  lives  in  Fulton,  N.  Y. 

James  Ferguson  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
May  22,  1823,  and  received  a common-school  and 
academic  education.  When  he  was  about  eight- 
een he  returned  to  the  old  home  and  continued  to 
work  for  his  father  until  1854,  when  he  opened  a 
store  at  Fulton,  N.Y.,  and  conducted  that  enter- 
prise seven  years.  The  next  five  years  he  de- 
voted to  farming,  and  then  we  find  him  a resident 
of  Connecticut  during  the  succeeding  seven  years, 
while  his  children  were  receiving  excellent  edu- 
cational privileges.  In  1875  he  settled  down  on 
the  homestead  where  he  is  to-day  and  has  since 
cultivated.  It  was  then  known  as  the  Merrick 
farm  and  comprised  eighty-five  acres,  suitable  for 
the  raising  of  general  lines  of  products  common  to 
this  region. 

June  2,  1858,  Mr.  Ferguson  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Best,  who  was  an  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  and  who  for  fifteen 
successive  terms  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  Her  grandfather  on  her  mother’s  side 
was  Timothy  Murphy,  who  fought  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  during  the  whole  seven  years  of 
strife.  He  belonged  to  Morgan’s  Rifles,  who  did 
gallant  service,  and  he  was  called  the  hero  of 
Schoharie  County.  Julia,  a sister  of  Mrs.  Fergu- 
son, married  a son  of  ex-Governor  Bouck,  of  New 
York,  and  her  two  daughters  became  the  wives 
of  two  sons  of  Governor  Cornell,  who  built  the 
university  named  in  his  honor.  A son  and  a 
daughter  were  born  to  our  subject  and  wife, 
Charles,  who  is  living  at  home  and  aids  in  the 
management  of  the  farm,  and  Cornelia  M.,  who 
is  a lady  of  superior  attainments,  and  a successful 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York,  where 
she  commands  a large  salary.  She  was  afforded 
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unusually  fine  advantages  in  an  educational  way, 
as  she  attended  academies  and  colleges  for  some 
nine  years,  and  is  thoroughly  competent  to  teach 
the  higher  branches  in  any  of  the  representative 
institutions  of  learning. 


“ DWARD  H.  ROE,  ex-register  of  wills  for 
V)  Talbot  County,  holds  and  merits  a place 
_ among  the  representative  citizens  of  Easton, 
and  the  story  of  his  life,  while  not  dramatic  in 
action,  is  such  a one  as  offers  a typical  example 
of  that  alert  American  spirit  which  enables  many 
an  individual  to  rise  from  obscurity  to  a position 
of  influence  and  renown  solely  through  native  tal- 
ent indomitable  perseverance  and  singleness  of 
purpose.  In  making  the  record  of  such  a life 
contemporary  biography  exercises  its  most  con- 
sistent and  important  function. 

Mr.  Roe  was  born  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1850,  on  a farm  about  five  miles  from  East,  in 
Talbot  County,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of 
an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of  the  county, 
it  being  founded  here  shortly  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  by  English  emigrants.  His  grand- 
father, Edward  Roe,  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  throughout  life  and  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  county.  He  had  two 
sons  who  are  still  living:  Edward  T.,  also  an  agri- 
culturist; and  James  A.,  father  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  1827,  in  Talbot  County,  where 
he  has  also  engaged  in  farming  as  a life  work. 
He  has  served  as  county  assessor  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  has  been  crier  for  the  courts.  He 
takes  a prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  long  held 
membership,  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  who  know  him.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Martha  A.  Dean,  was  also  a 
native  of  Talbot  County,  and  belonged  to  one  of 
its  honored  families,  her  father  being  Henry  Dean. 
She  died  when  our  subject  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  eldest  of  her  ten  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  others  being: 


James  A.,  Jr.,  a farmer  of  Talbot  County;  Walter 
D.,  a miller  of  the  same  county;  A.  Keener, 
a traveling  salesman  of  Baltimore;  Mrs.  Rev. 
G.  C.  McSorley,  Mrs.  Roland  Todd,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Wriglitson  and  Miss  Annie. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  Ed- 
ward H.  Roe  spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  ac- 
quiring the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  the 
country  schools,  but  for  one  year  he  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  Easton  high  school.  On  the  1st  of 
September,  1870,  he  entered  the  register’s  office 
under  Tilghman  N.  Chance,  and  remained  with 
him  until  he  resigned  in  1878.  After  Charles  L. 
Mullikin’s  appointment  he  was  still  retained,  al- 
though that  gentleman  was  a Republican  and  our 
subject  a Democrat.  In  1879  Mr.  Roe  was  first 
elected  register  and  so  acceptably  did  he  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  that  he  was  continuously 
re-elected  up  to  the  close  of  1897,  when  he  retired 
from  public  life,  having  filled  that  responsible 
position  in  a most  creditable  manner  for  eighteen 
consecutive  years.  He  has  engaged  in  farming 
and  also  filled  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Farm- 
ers & Merchants’  Bank  of  Easton. 

In  1874  Mr.  Roe  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Lizzie  Lewis,  of  Talbot  County,  who  was  for 
some  time  a successful  school  teacher.  Her 
father,  Hamilton  Lewis,  was  a representative  of 
a prominent  Delaware  family,  and  her  only 
brother,  T.  H.  Lewis,  D.  D.,  is  a well-known 
educator,  who  is  connected  with  the  Western 
Maryland  College.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roe  have 
been  born  five  children:  Hamilton  Lewis,  a law 
student  now  in  Rushville,  111. ; and  E.  Homer, 
Thondyke,  Florence  and  Virginia,  who  are  all 
attending  school. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Roe  has  taken 
a leading  and  influential  part  in  local  politics,  is 
an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  Democ- 
racy, and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  interest  and  insure  the  success  of  his  party. 
Fraternally  he  is  a third-degree  Mason,  is  a 
charter  member  and  secretary  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num lodge  of  Easton,  and  is  also  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of 
the  same  place.  Socially  he  is  deservedly  popular, 
as  he  is  affable  and  courteous  in  manner  and  pos- 
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sesses  that  essential  qualification  to  success  in 
public  life,  that  of  making  friends  readily  and 
strengthening  the  ties  of  all  friendships  as  time 
advances. 


LAYTON  J.  PURNELL,  of  the  Worcester 
County  bar,  has  for  years  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  first  ju- 
dicial circuit  of  Maryland.  At  this  writing,  un- 
fortunately, he  is  incapacitated  for  active  profes- 
sional work,  owing  to  a stroke  of  paralysis  that 
paralyzed  the  entire  left  side.  This  was  caused 
by  overwork,  for  he  has  been  a man  of  tireless 
energy,  and  one  who  exercised  to  their  utmost 
the  large  mental  faculties  with  which  he  is  en- 
dowed. To  the  profession  in  Maryland  he  is 
well  known  as  the  author  of  “The  Law  of  Insol- 
vency of  Maryland;  with  Forms  of  Procedure,’’ 
of  which  the  legislature  ordered  three  hundred 
volumes.  The  work  is  an  octavo,  bound  in  sheep, 
and  interleaved  for  observations  and  annotations. 
Of  this  work  the  highest  praise  has  been  given 
by  the  press  and  the  bar.  We  have  space  for  but 
a few  of  these. 

Baltimore  Sun:  “A  new  treatise  on  insolvent 
law  in  Maryland  is  rendered  valuable  by  the 
recent  changes,  the  repeal  of  the  national  bank- 
rupt act,  and  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  different 
decisions  of  our  court  have  been  brought  together 
in  proper  connection.  Insolvency  is  a matter 
which  should  be  understood,  not  only  by  the  law- 
yer, but  by  the  general  trader,  and  fortunately  it 
is  neither  so  complicated,  nor  is  the  volume  be- 
fore 11s  so  large  or  abstruse,  that  a fair  understand- 
ing by  non-legal  minds  cannot  be  obtained  of  the 
subject.  The  entire  statute  of  insolvency  is  given 
in  an  appendix,  together  with  a list  of  forms,  and 
the  book  is  interleaved  for  observations  and  new 
decisions.’  ’ 

Baltimore  American:  “This  is  a volume  which 
is  needed,  and  which  undoubtedly  will  receive  the 
welcome  that  its  merits  deserve.  Mr.  Purnell 
has  given  the  entire  law,  with  the  forms  of  pro- 
cedure, and  has  presented  the  subject  with  a full- 


, ness  and  clearness  that  are  alike  creditable  to  his 
ability  as  a lawyer  and  his  talent  as  a writer. ’’ 

Baltimore  Morning  Herald : “This  book  de- 
serves a place  in  every  law  student’s  library.” 

Maryland  Law  Record:  “It  is  essential  to 

every  working  lawyer  in  the  state.”  Hon.  John 
P.  Poe,  professor  of  law  in  the  University  of 
Maryland:  “Your  book  will  fill  a long- felt  want. 
You  have  undoubtedly  succeeded  in  giving  us  a 
complete  and  perspicuous  and  at  the  same  time 
accurate  arid  exact  book.”  Hon.  E.  K.  Wilson, 
United  States  senator:  “I  believe  it  will  supply  a 
want  that  is  becoming  more  and  more  felt 
amongst  the  profession,  and  will  prove  a great 
convenience  even  to  the  old  practitioner  and  al- 
most essential  to  the  inexperienced.”  Hon. 
Charles  B.  Roberts,  attorney-general  of  Mary- 
land: “It  appropriately  meets  a growing  need  for 
just  such  a work  and  it  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  to 
both  the  bench  and  the  bar  of  the  state.” 

On  the  Rochester  farm,  near  Snow  Hill,  Wor- 
cester County,  the  subject  of  this  article  was  born 
January  22,  1856,  to  John  M.  and  Sarah  A. 
(Leonard)  Purnell.  His  father,  who  was  county 
commissioner  for  a number  of  years,  died  in  1889, 
at  sixty-five  years  of  age.  The  wife  and  mother 
is  living  in  Snow  Hill,  and  is  now  sixty-four  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
but  one  daughter,  Annie  B.,  died  at  eleven  years, 
and  another  of  the  same  name  died  in  infancy. 
Leonard  D.  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  but  died  of  typhoid  fever  the 
day  he  received  his  diploma.  Clayton  J.  is  next 
in  order  of  birth.  Perry  W.  died  when  in  his 
twenty-first  year.  Ella  L.  resides  with  her 
mother  in  Snow  Hill. 

When  our  subject  was  two  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  from  the  country  into  the  town 
of  Snow  Hill,  and  there  and  at  the  Maryland 
Agricultural  College  he  received  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  court,  I.  T.  Matthews,  and  served  as 
deputy  for  four  years,  meantime  reading  law  with 
George  W.  Purnell.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
on  the  twenty-first  anniversary  of  his  birth,  being 
examined  in  open  court  by  Judge  Franklin.  He 
continued  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  court  until 
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January  i,  1878,  when  lie  opened  a law  office  in 
Snow  Hill,  and  from  that  time  was  active  and 
prominent  in  the  profession  until  May  24,  1895, 
when  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis.  From  1886 
to  1891  he  was  examiner  of  public  schools  for 
Worcester  County.  In  1 893  he  was  a candidate 
for  associate  judge  for  the  first  judicial  circuit  of 
Maryland,  his  opponent  being  Judge  Henry 
Lloyd,  of  Dorchester  County.  After  six  thousand 
ballots  had  been  cast,  the  deadlock  was  broken 
by  the  nomination  of  Judges  Page,  Lloyd  and 
Holland,  the  present  judges.  This  deadlock  was 
in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that 
has  ever  occurred.  The  convention  met  at  Ocean 
City,  September  5,  1893.  Judge  Charles  F.  Hol- 
land, of  Wicomico  County,  was  pitted  against 
Judge  Henry  Page,  of  Somerset  County,  and  our 
subject  against  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Dorches- 
ter County.  Each  county  had  four  votes.  Wi- 
comico and  Worcester  voted  solidly  for  Holland 
and  Purnell,  while  Dorchester  and  Somerset 
voted  for  Page  and  Lloyd.  Failing  to  nominate 
at  Ocean  City  the  convention  adjourned  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  the  contest  was  continued.  In- 
numerable ballots  failing  to  break  the  eight  to 
eight,  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Salisbury, 
where  the  contest  was  resumed,  but  without 
breaking  the  deadlock,  and  the  convention  ad- 
journed to  Princess  Anne.  It  was  feared  that  no 
nominations  might  be  made.  Finally,  on  the 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fiftieth  ballot, 
Gov.  E.  E.  Jackson,  upon  behalf  of  Wicomico, 
withdrew  Holland  for  chief-justiceship,  and  this 
resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Judge  Henry  Page 
for  chief  justice,  and  Charles  F.  Holland  and 
Henry  Lloyd  for  associates.  This  long  contest 
was  widely  commented  upon  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  day  throughout  the  state,  and  all  of  the 
newspaper  articles  admitted  that  Clayton  J.  Pur- 
nell was  the  peer  of  any  of  the  contestants  in  point 
of  legal  ability  and  fitness  for  the  bench. 

Under  Governor  Brown,  the  appointment  of 
director  of  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College 
was  tendered  Mr.  Purnell,  and  he  is  now  one  of 
twelve  directors  of  that  college.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  a Democrat,  while  in  religious 
belief  he  is  a Presbyterian,  contributing  gen- 


erously to  the  support  of  the  denomination  with 
which  he  is  identified.  I11  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Snow  Hill,  in  1888, 
he  took  an  active  part,  and  has  since  been  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  institution,  as  well  as  counsel 
of  the  board  of  directors  since  their  first  meeting. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Poco- 
moke  City  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  vice- 
president  and  counsel. 

In  1880  Mr.  Purnell  married  Miss  Ella  A., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  Hubbell,  who  for  many 
years  was  register  of  wills  for  Worcester  County 
and  a well-known  resident  of  Snow  Hill.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living,  May  H.  and  Bessie  L.  The  summers 
of  1892  and  1894  were  spent  by  Mr.  Purnell  in 
traveling  in  Europe. 


HON.  CHARLES  F.  HOLLAND,  circuit 
judge  of  the  first  judicial  district  of  Mary- 
land, was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and 
is  a son  of  Elisha  and  Louisa  (White)  Holland, 
also  natives  of  that  county.  He  is  the  third  of 
five  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  now  living. 
In  the  place  where  he  was  born  April  3,  1841, 
the  years  of  his  boyhood  were  uneventfully 
passed,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  and  Milton  Academy,  and  subsequently 
he  pursued  a classical  course  at  Milford.  After 
graduating  when  in  his  twenty-first  year,  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Layton,  of  Georgetown,  Del.,  and  in  1866  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Delaware.  For  one  year 
he  engaged  in  practice  with  the  judge  at  George- 
town, and  then  in  1868  came  to  Wicomico 
County,  which  had  been  formed  in  the  fall  of 
1867.  But  one  term  of  court  had  been  held  at 
the  time  he  settled  here.  He  built  up  a large 
practice  and  became  well  known  as  a lawyer. 

A stanch  Democrat,  Judge  Holland  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  refused 
the  nomination  for  state’s  attorney.  Upon  the 
election  of  Judge  Wilson  to  the  United  States 
senate  in  December,  1884,  Judge  Holland  was 
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appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  and  in  the 
next  judicial  election  he  was  nominated  for  the 
position  by  his  party,  receiving  the  election.  He 
is  a man  of  fine  judicial  mind,  and  all  his  decisions 
have  been  affirmed  when  appealed  to  the  highest 
court  of  the  state.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  Chesapeake  Chapter  No.  17,  R.  A.  M.,  and  in 
religious  belief  is  an  Episcopalian,  holding  office 
as  vestryman  in  St.  Peter’s  Church  of  Salisbury. 


AMES  STEVENS  CHAPLAIN,  M.  D., 
president  of  the  Trappe  Savings  Bank  and 
president  of  a branch  of  the  Baltimore  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  in  Trappe,  is  one  of 
the  successful  physicians  of  Talbot  County.  The 
family  of  which  he  is  a member  traces  its  lineage 
to  early  settlers  of  Maryland.  The  first  of  the 
name  here  was  Francis  Chaplain,  who  came  from 
Suffolk,  England,  about  the  year  1660  and  set- 
tled in  Talbot  County.  June  16,  1684,  he  bought 
a tract  of  land  from  Cornelius  Mulrain,  consisting 
of  five  hundred  acres  on  Bolinbroke  Creek,  giv- 
ing in  exchange  therefor  seven  thousand  pounds 
of  “good, sound,  merchantable  tobacco  in  casque.  ” 
He  owned  about  a thousand  acres  of  land,  much 
of  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  descend- 
ants. One  of  his  descendants  has  an  original 
deed  of  his  in  which  he  wrote  his  name  Chaplin, 
but  his  great-grandson  Francis  wrote  the  name 
Chaplain,  and  this  spelling  has  since  been  re- 
tained by  the  descendants.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  a vestryman  of 
White  Marsh  parish.  His  occupation  was  that 
of  a planter.  He  died  August  27,  1707,  and  his 
wife,  Martha,  in  1700. 

Their  only  son,  James  Chaplain,  born  in  1670, 
married  Elizabeth  White  February  20,  1704,  and 
died  February  17,  1708.  They  had  two  sons, 
James  and  Francis.  The  former,  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1706,  married  Elizabeth  Martin  June  5, 
1728,  and  died  in  February,  1776.  Of  their  six 
children,  two  were  twins,  Francis  and  Thomas, 
born  June  29,  1731.  Francis  and  his  wife,  Mar- 
garet, had  two  children,  Francis  and  James. 


Francis,  born  February  16,  1757,  married  Mar- 
garet Jenkins  January  9,  1783,  and  died  in  No- 
vember, 1786.  He  had  one  son,  James,  born 
November  23,  1783,  who  married  Eliza  Stevens 
December  16,  1823,  and  died  April  28,  1844,  his 
wife  surviving  him  until  August  31,  1888.  Their 
oldest  child,  John  Francis  Chaplain,  D.D.,  a 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  well  known  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  died  in  1880,  when  in  his 
fifty-sixth  year.  Another  son,  Prof.  Alexander 
Chaplain,  has  been  secretary  and  examiner  of  the 
schools  of  Talbot  County  for  the  past  twenty- 
nine  years  and  still  fills  that  position.  The  two 
daughters  were  Sarah,  wife  of  James  L.  Robin- 
son, and  deceased  in  1895;  and  Mary  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Willis,  of  Kent  County,  Md., 
who  died  in  1897, 

The  second  child  of  James  and  Eliza  (Stevens) 
Chaplain,  was  James  Stevens  Chaplain,  who  was 
born  in  Trappe,  Talbot  County,  Md.,  May  5, 
1827.  After  graduating  from  the' high  school  he 
entered  the  drug  store  of  Richard  F.  Hemsley 
in  Easton  in  1843.  The  proprietor  thoroughly 
understood  the  business  and  took  especial  pains 
in  training  the  boys  in  his  store,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  three  years  his  clerk  was  thoroughly  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  leading  drug 
stores  in  Baltimore.  Accordingly  he  removed  to 
Baltimore  and  accepted  the  position  of  chief  clerk 
in  Littlefield’s  drug  store  on  North  Charles  street, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  time  he  studied  medicine  under 
Dr.  Thomas  H.  Buckler,  who  kindly  lent  him 
books  and  other  necessities  for  stud}7,  and  who 
still  resides  in  Baltimore. 

Under  the  tuition  of  Prof.  George  W.  Milten- 
berger,  our  subject  attended  the  medical  lectures 
in  the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1854.  Immediately  afterward  he 
located  in  his  native  town,  and  entered  into  the 
practice  of  medicine,  which  he  has  ardently  and 
successfully  pursued  for  the  past  forty -three  years. 
November  9,  1854,  he  married  Evelina,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Samuel  T.  Kemp,  a leading  physician 
of  Trappe.  Two  children  were  born  of  the  union: 
Louis,  who  studied  medicine,  graduated  from  the 
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University  of  Maryland  in  1877  and  died  two 
years  afterward;  and  Ella,  who  died  unmarried 
in  1882. 

In  polities  the  doctor  is  thoroughly  Demo- 
cratic. In  the  early  years  of  his  manhood  he 
took  a great  deal  of  interest  in  Masonry,  having 
been' made  a Mason  in  Washington  Lodge  No.  3, 
in  Baltimore,  in  1851.  For  a number  of  years 
he  was  worshipful  master  of  Burns  Lodge  and  in 
i860  he  was  junior  grand  warden  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  Maryland.  Playing  games  of  backgam- 
mon with  his  wife  is  one  of  his  favorite  amuse- 
ments during  the  winter  evenings.  Of  temper- 
ate habits,  he  does  not  use  tobacco  and  has  never 
taken  a drink  of  whiskey.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
admirer  of  the  wheel  for  ladies  as  well  as  gentle- 
men, though  for  himself  he  prefers  a horse  and 
carriage  for  locomotion.  The  doctor  and  his  wife 
hold  fellowship  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  This  congregation  was  organized 
thirty-one  years  ago  in  Trappe,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  a steward  and  trustee. 


LBERT  E.  WELSH  was  born  upon  the  farm 
whereon  he  lives  and  has  managed  the  same 
himself  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  It  is 
situated  in  Trappe  district,  Talbot  County,  and 
comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of 
the  original  old  homestead  long  in  the  family. 
The  Welshes  are  of  English  origin,  but  for  sev- 
eral generations  have  been  identified  with  the 
upbuilding  of  this  county.  Thejr  have  adhered 
to  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Democratic 
party,  but  have  never  sought  to  have  public 
honors  bestowed  upon  them,  their  tastes  running 
in  more  quiet,  unassuming  channels. 

Robert,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
old  farm  now  cultivated  by  him,  in  1812,  and  is 
still  living  here  and  enjoys  pretty  fair  health, 
though  he  is  well  along  in  years.  His  father  was 
William,  also  a native  of  this  place,  and  whose 
death  occurred  when  he  was  about  fifty-four  years 
old.  He,  in  turn,  was  a son  of  one  Thomas 
Welsh,  who  was  the  founder  of  this  branch  of  the 


family  in  Maryland.  Robert  was  one  of  the  four 
children  of  William  and  Sally  (Harrington) 
Welsh,  the  others  being:  Annie,  who  married 
Abner  Parrott;  Mary,  who  died  in  her  sixty-first 
year,  and  Caroline,  who  died  when  in  her  thirty- 
first  year.  Their  mother  lived  to  be  scarcely  two- 
score  years  old.  Robert  Welsh  remained  upon 
the  farm  until  he  was  fifteen,  when  he  went  to 
Baltimore,  and  there  learned  the  brickmaker’s 
trade.  He  lived  in  that  city  about  ten  years,  and 
then  returning  to  Trappe,  was  actively  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  for  many  years.  The 
last  house  which  he  put  up  was  that  erected  for 
I.  D.  Clark,  but  now  owned  by  Capt.  George 
Jenkins.  In  addition  to  this  he  carried  on  his 
farm  and  succeeded  very  well  in  his  various 
undertakings.  In  1837  he  married  Margaret 
Jane  Bagswell,  who  died  in  1891,  aged  seventy- 
two  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  William,  Emmett,  Thomas,  Ida, 
Ella,  Robert,  Albert,  Charles,  Margaret  and 
three  who  died  in  infancy.  William  and  Thomas, 
Ella  (who  w.as  the  wife  of  John  P.  Holmes)  and 
Ida  are  all  deceased.  Mary  married  George  A. 
Mullican.  Charles  is  a farmer  of  this  district. 

Albert  E.  Welsh  was  born  October  28,  1854, 
and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  has  always 
resided  here.  He  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss 
Ella  Parsons,  of  Oxford,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Leila  B.,  who  is  at  present  attending 
school  in  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Margaret  H.  and 
Mary  E.,  at  home. 


OHN  DALE,  M.  D.,  has  been  numbered 
among  the  leading  physicians  of  Princess 
Anne,  Somerset  County,  for  over  twenty 
years,  as  he  located  here  soon  after  starting  in  his 
professional  career,  and  rapidly  acquired  practice 
in  the  best  families  of  the  vicinity.  He  has  been 
the  surgeon  for  the  New  York,  Philadelphia  & 
Norfolk  Railway  at  this  point  for  a long  time. 
Though  strong  in  his  preference  for  the  Democ- 
racy, he  is  not  an  aspirant  for  official  positions,  as 
he  finds  his  time  fully  occupied  in  attending  to 
the  demands  of  his  clientage. 
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Born  October  15,  1851,  in  Kent  County,  Md., 
the  doctor  is  a son  of  Rev.  William  Dale,  who 
was  for  years  actively,  engaged  in  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant'Church,  but  was  obliged 
to  retire  on  account  of  poor  health,  though  he  oc- 
casionally occupies  the'  pulpit  still.  He  is  a resi- 
dent of  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  and  is  the  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  there.  He  was  born 
in  Worcester  County,  Md. , and  entered  the  church 
when  in  early  manhood,  and  for  a few  years  was  lo- 
cated in  Chestertown  or  that  section  of  the  state. 
Since  then  he  has  dealt  within  the  boundaries  of 
his  native  county,  and  was  occupied  in  farming  for 
a period,  when,  his  health  being  greatly  improved, 
he  removed  to  the  town  where  he  is  now  living. 
At  seventy-five  he  is  in  the  possession  of  almost 
perfect  health,  and  is  an  interested  worker  in  the 
church  "and  in  various  movements  which  are  cal- 
culated to  benefit  his  community.  Politically  he 
is  identified  ‘with  the  Democracy.  His  father, 
John  Dale,  was  also  a' native  of  Worcester  County, 
and  there  passed  his  entire  life  as  a farmer.  He 
was  very  successful  as  a business  man,  and  was 
the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land.  He  was  a sup- 
porter of  the  local  Democracy,  and  was  once  a 
commissioner  of  his  county.  Born  in  1801,  he 
was  about  seventy-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  demise  in  1873.  Rev.  Mr.  Dale  has  always 
been  deeply  concerned  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  was  not  only  a school  commissioner  for  years, 
but  was  a member  of  the  state  board  of  education 
for  a long  time,  resigning  when  a Republican 
governor  was  ele'Cted.  The  Dales  are  of  English 
extraction.  The  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dale  was 
a Miss  Mary  Jonesin  her  maidenhood.  She  was 
a native  of  Kent  County,  and  was  but  thirty-two 
years  old  when  she  was  summoned  to  the  home 
beyond.  She  left  three  children,  viz.:  Charles 
G.,  a farmer  of  the  vicinity  of  Pocomoke  City, 
Md.;  John,  of  this  sketch;  and  Ella,  wife  of  Will- 
iam S.  McMaster,  an  attorney-at-law  of  Princess 
Anne. 

Dr.  Dale  was  a child  of  scarcely  five  years  when 
death  deprived  him  of  the  love  and  care  of  his 
fond  mother.  Soon  after  that  event  the  family 
removed  to  the  farm  in  Worcester  County,  and 
there  the  lad  grew  to  maturity,  his  primary  edu- 


cation being  obtained  in  the  public  school. 
About  1869  he  was  enrolled  as  one  of  the  stu- 
dents of  the  Western  Maryland  College,  at  West- 
minster, Md.,  he  being  admitted  to  the  junior 
class.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  had  finished 
the  required  course  at  that  well-known  institution 
of  learning,  and,  coming  to  Princess  Anne,  he 
read  medicine  with  Drs.  Morris  and  Briscoe  for 
nearly  a year.  Then  going  to  New  York  he  grad- 
uated from  Bellevue  Hospital  and  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1874,  and  soon  settled  permanently  in  this 
town,  where  he  has  been  in  continuous  and  suc- 
cessful practice  since.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  being  connected  with  the  blue 
lodge  of  this  place. 

October  2,  1879,  the  doctor  married  Miss  Sallie 
Cook,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  had  two 
children:  Richard,  and  Edgar,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Dale  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  doctor  officiates  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  congregation,  though  he  is  not  a member 
of  the  same. 


HENRY  BELL  has  resided  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  in  the  seventh  district  of  Caroline 
County,  and  is  one  of  our  most  esteemed 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  this  county  and  here 
were  spent  the  happy  years  of  his  childhood,  so 
in  old  age  he  returned  to  the  home  and  scenes  of 
his  youth,  as  the  place  of  most  hallowed  mem- 
ories and  associations.  In  his  prime  he  was  one 
of  t,he  most  energetic  and  enterprising  of  busi- 
ness men,  and  in  the  varied  occupations  in  which 
he  was  engaged  he  usually  met  with  success, 
though  he  has  lost  more  of  a fortune  than  it  falls 
to  the  lot  of  most  men  to  acquire  in  a lifetime, 
and  still  has  a comfortable  one  left.  For  many 
years  he  was  numbered  among  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  served  as 
its  county  commissioner,  and  also  represented  it 
in  the  Ohio  state  legislature  one  term,  having 
been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  which 
party  he  has  been  associated  since  becoming  a 
voter. 
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The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Selva 
Bell,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  Am- 
erica with  his  father,  Col.  William  Bell,  prior  to 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  conflict  the 
last-named  gentleman  won  his  title  by  gallant 
service.  The  parents  of  Henry  Bell  were  Joseph 
and  Frances  (Lacompt)  Bell,  both  natives  of 
Caroline  County,  and  their  only  child  was  a 
daughter,  Mary  A.,  now  deceased.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  both  parents 
were  loyal  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  most  sterling  people,  whom  every- 
body respected  and  loved. 

Henry  Bell  was  born  April  25,  1815,  and  was 
but  eight  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his 
mother  to  Ohio,  their  first  stopping  place  for  any 
length  of  time  being  in  the  village  of  Marion, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  Delaware,  and  from 
there  to  Green  County.  Here  the  youth,  then 
sixteen  years  old,  purchased  a farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  and  this  place  he  cultivated 
assiduously  for  several  years.  In  1840  he  went 
to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  threshing  machines,  clover  hullers  and 
other  kinds  of  farm  machinery,  and  here  he  made 
what  was  then  considered  a large  fortune.  He 
made  wise  investments  and  owned  extensive 
tracts  of  farm  land  and  town  property,  and  in 
addition  to  all  this  carried  on  general  stores 
at  London,  Columbus,  Newton  and  Grove  City 
during  a period  of  twenty  years,  and  also  was 
in  the  flour  and  grain  business  in  Columbus 
at  one  time.  He  sold  out  his  various  Ohio  en- 
terprises in  1864,  and  settling  in  Seaford,  Del., 
opened  a general  store  there,  and  built  over 
twenty  houses  in  the  town.  Though  in  the 
changes  and  vicissitudes  of  his  commercial  career 
he  lost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $100,000,  he  still 
owns  several  large  buildings  and  in  1882  bought 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres 
which  has  since  been  his  place  of  abode.  He  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  for  his  day,  and  after 
leaving  the  public  schools  attended  Delaware 
College  two  years.  He  has  long  been  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

May  2,  1838,  Mr.  Bell  married  Laura  Bull,  a 
native  of  Franklin,  Ohio,  and  of  their  six  chil- 


dren three  survive.  They  are  named  Frank, 
Katie  and  Amanda,  and  are  all  married  and  resi- 
dents of  Montana.  Mrs.  Bell  died  when  on  a 
visit  to  Montana,  and  in  1864  our  subject  mar- 
ried Martha  Clemments,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia. There  are  six  children  by  this  union,  viz. : 
William,  Thomas  H.,  Harry  (now  in  Ohio), 
Elmer,  Mollie  and  Charles. 


^JlLLIS  T.  TAYLOR  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  Sharptown  dis- 
trict, Wicomico  County,  near  the  village  of 
Riverton.  While  the  place  is  comparatively  small, 
consisting  of  only  seventy-six  acres,  yet  it  by  no 
means  represents  his  entire  landed  possessions, 
for  in  addition  to  it  he  is  the  owner  of  five  hun- 
dred acres.  He  devotes  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  general  farm  products  and  of  small 
fruits,  in  both  of  which  lines  he  has  been  very 
successful. 

The  Taylor  family  has  resided  in  Wicomico 
County  for  several  generations  and  is  of  English 
descent.  Levi  D.  Taylor,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  a son  of  Levi,  Sr.,  and  both  were  born  on 
this  same  homestead.  The  former,  who  was  a 
farmer  throughout  life,  was  a large  owner  of 
slaves  and  an  extensive  planter.  Politically  he 
was  a Democrat.  His  death  occurred  in  1856. 
His  wife,  who  died  in  1883,  was  Betsey,  daugh- 
ter of  Roger  Phillips,  of  Delaware.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  living:  Gillis  T.;  L-  C.,  a widow  re- 
siding in  Quantico  district;  Sallie  E.,  who  mar- 
ried E.  T.  Bennett  and  lives  near  the  old  home- 
stead; Emma,  the  widow  of  John  Howard;  Mary 
H.,  widow  of  H.  B.  Howard;  and  George  W.  and 
William  L-,  who  reside  in  Riverton. 

Born  August  28,  1823,  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  upon  the  old  homestead.  On  leaving 
school  he  began  to  work  for  his  father,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  death  of  the  latter, 
when  he  bought  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
and  has  since  cultivated  the  home  place.  In  1885 
and  1887,  upon  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  was 
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elected  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, and  filled  the  place  with  fidelity  and 
energy.  His  marriage,  February  12,  1861,  united 
him  with  Sophia,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Darby, 
of  Wicomico  County.  Six  children  were  born 
unto  them,  of  whom  four  are  living:  Benjamin, 
who  lives  in  Salisbury;  Levi,  at  home;  Thomas, 
who  is  also  with  his  parents  and  assists  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm;  and  Martha,  who 
married  William  F.  Allen,  of  Salisbury,  exten- 
sively engaged  in  raising  strawberry  plants. 


_ 
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OHN  L.  CARMAN  is  one  of  the  most  faith- 
ful employes  of  the  New  York,  Philadelphia 
& Norfolk  Railroad  Company,  having  been 
in  their  service  for  thirty  years  in  Crisfield,  Som- 
erset County.  He  was  sent  here  in  1868  to  act 
in  the  capacity  of  train  dispatcher,  and  at  the 
end  of  five  years  he  received  the  appointment  of 
agent  for  the  road  at  this  station,  in  which  official 
position  he  may  be  found  to-day,  though  a quar- 
ter of  a century  has  elapsed  since  he  undertook 
the  duties  pertaining  to  the  place. 

Born  January  12,  1839,  Mr.  Carman  is  a na- 
tive of  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love.  His  father, 
John  L-,  was  also  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life,  his  time  being  given 
to  contracting  and  building.  He  was  a soldier 
of  the  Mexican  war  and  came  from  patriotic  an- 
cestors. His  mother,  Margaret,  was  a daughter 
of  that  Capt.  James  Lee  who  was  an  officer  under 
General  Washington  in  the  war  for  independence. 
He,  too,  was  a carpenter  and  cabinet-maker  in 
private  life.  On  the  paternal  side  of  the  house, 
our  subject’s  family  dates  back  to  John  and  Flor- 
ence Carman,  who  were  of  English  birth  and 
settled  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y. , about  1630.  The 
wife  of  John  L.  Carman  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Margaret  Jacobs.  She  was  born  and  grew  to 
womanhood  in  Philadelphia  and  died  in  that  city 
when  her  children  were  all  young.  Two  of  the 
number  died  in  early  childhood,  one  unnamed 
and  the  other  known  as  Washington.  Those 
who  yet  survive  are:  Mary,  John  L-,  Jr. , Mar- 
garet and  Ringgold. 


In  his  youth  J.  L-  Carman  of  this  sketch  was 
mainly  a resident  of  Philadelphia,  but  after  his 
mother’s  death  he  lived  in  New  Jersey  about  two 
years  and  afterward  remained  on  a farm  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1862.  In  1863  he  went  to  Cam- 
den, N.  J.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  rail- 
road company',  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
same  corporation  ever  since.  In  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
T wenty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  as  a private 
soldier,  and  served  for  nine  months  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  Virginia.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Chancellorsville  and 
saw  much  hard  service,  taking  part  in  many 
engagements  of  lesser  importance  than  those 
mentioned.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  a 
member  of  Kenneley  Post  No.  58,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Crisfield.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Heptasophs  and  with  the  Odd 
Fellows’  lodges  of  this  place,  and  is  a Master 
Mason  of  Chesapeake  Lodge  No.  147,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  belongs  to  Tangier  Lodge  No.  18, 
A.  O.  U.  W.  Politically  he  is  a Republican.  At 
present  he  is  the  second  vice-president  of  the 
Somerset  Building  & Loan  Association  of  Cris- 
field. 

In  1863  Mr.  Carman  married  Miss  Susan  J. 
Harple,  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  F. 
Hall,  of  Crisfield.  (See  his  sketch  elsewhere  in 
this  work.)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Sterling, 
a teller  in  the  Crisfield  Bank.  John  Ringgold,  the 
only  son,  who  still  lives  at  home,  is  an  employe 
of  the  same  railroad  company'  that  his  father 
has  been  so  long  connected  with.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carman  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


HENRY  H.  BALCH,  proprietor  of  the  Mary- 
land Nautical  Academy,  is  also  the  founder 
of  this  institution,  which  through  his  sagac- 
ity and  keen  management  has  been  established 
upon  a substantial  business  basis.  The  academy 
lies  near  Easton,  and  almost  directly  across  the 
bay  from  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at 
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Annapolis.  From  it  may  be  secured  a fine  view 
of  the  beautiful  St.  Michael’s  River,  the  shores 
of  which  are  dotted  with  the  homes  of  wealthy 
men.  The  ages  of  admission  to  the  academy  are 
from  ten  to  seventeen  years,  and  cadets  are  en- 
tered on  the  system  of  registration,  their  names 
being  enrolled  at  any  time  for  the  next  vacancy 
that  may  occur. 

The  academy  has  a competent  faculty,  there 
being  one  master  to  about  ten  cadets.  The  reg- 
ular academical  studies  are  pursued,  in  addition 
to  nautical  and  military  training,  and  after  a 
four  years’  course  here  a graduate  is  equipped 
for  entrance  into  the  United  States  Naval  Aca- 
demy or  an  appointment  in  the  army  as  second 
lieutenant.  In  camp  the  cadets  are  taught  to  be 
soldiers;  afloat,  they  are  taught  to  be  sailors,  in 
all  the  word  can  mean,  while  they  are  also  fitted 
for  civil  life.  After  four  weeks  of  camp  life  in 
the  spring,  the  cadets  for  six  weeks  in  the  sum- 
mer cruise  on  a suitable  vessel  under  the  com- 
mand of  a United  States  naval  officer. 

While  nautical  and  military  training  are  very 
prominent,  they  are  secondary  to  educational 
work,  which  is  continued  on  board  ship  and  in 
camp.  Various  forms  of  harmless  entertainment 
are  furnished  in  the  way  of  diversion  for  the 
students,  and  music  is  especially  encouraged. 
Cadets  are  taught  to  ride,  as  well  as  the  use  of 
tools;  and  prizes  are  given  for  the  best  workman- 
ship in  making  boats. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore  H.  H.  Balch  was 
born  May  7,  1856.  His  father,  Rev.  Lewis  P. 
W.  Balch,  son  of  Judge  Stephen  Balch,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  graduated  from  Princeton,  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  at 
one  time  rector  of  Christ  Church  in  Baltimore.  He 
died  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1875,  while  in  charge 
of  a church  there.  During  the  war  he  was  strong 
in  support  of  the  Union  and  took  an  active  part 
in  securing  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  His  wife, 
who  died  in  1891,  was  Emily,  daughter  of 
Timothy  Wiggin,  a banker  of  London,  England. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  named  as 
follows:  Lewis,  who  resides  in  Albany,  N.  Y.; 
Alfred,  of  New  York;  William,  whose  home  is 
in  London,  England;  Catherine,  living  in  New 


York;  Henry  H.;  Adelaide,  wife  of  Joseph  Coit, 
of  St.  Paul’s  School,  Concord,  N.  H.;  Ellen  M., 
who  married  Dr.  O.  W.  Huntington,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.;  Edith  C. , Mrs.  Clifford  Twombley,  of 
Newton,  Mass.;  Ernest,  of  New  York;  and 
Stephen  Elliott,  of  Boston.  * 

The  rudiments  of  his  education  Mr.  Balch  ob- 
tained in  Baltimore.  In  1866  he  went  to  Canada 
and  entered  Bishop’s  College,  at  Lenoxville, 
Quebec,  where  he  remained  until  graduating  in 
1873.  He  then  went  to  New  York  and  entered 
the  cordage  business,  which  he  conducted  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  December,  1894,  he  re- 
moved to  Talbot  County  and  established  the 
Maryland  Nautical  Academy.  For  several  years 
he  was  a member  of  that  famous  organization,  the 
Hussars  of  New  York,  and  was  the  commanding 
officer  from  1887  to  1890,  when  the  men  were 
merged  into  Troop  A and  he  was  made  a lieu- 
tenant. In  1884  he  went  to  Europe  as  captain 
with  a LaCrosse  team  and  there  gained  many 
victories,  winning  fifteen  matches  out  of  seven- 
teen. Fraternal^  he  is  a Mason. 

October  26,  1891,  Mr.  Balch  married  Clarissa 
Fleming,  of  Washington,  D.C. , daughter  of  Robert 
Fleming  and  cousin  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Henry 
H.,Jr.  and  Clarissa  Anne. 


HOMAS  J.  SHALLCROSS,  an  old-time 
agriculturist  of  large  experience  and  a suc- 
cessful business  man,  is  now  numbered 
among  the  elderly  residents  of  the  second  district, 
Kent  County,  by  whose  people  he  is  held  in  that 
reverence  and  respect  tacitly  accorded  to  those 
whose  lives  have  been  distinguished  by  integrity 
and  usefulness. 

A native  of  the  old  reliable  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr.  Shallcross  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1828,  in  Philadelphia  County,  and  is 
a son  of  Jacob  Shallcross,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  state  in  1791.  The  family  was  established 
in  this  country  by  three  brothers,  who  in  1704 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  from  England  and  all 
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located  in  Pennsylvania,  William  in  Bucks  Coun- 
ty; James  in  Chester  County  and  John  in  Phila- 
delphia County.  From  the  last-named  our  sub- 
ject is  descended.  His  son  Leonard  was  the 
father  of  Thomas  Shallcross,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Philadelphia 
County,  following  the  occupation  of  farming,  as 
did  also  his  son  Jacob.  On  reaching  manhood 
the  last-named  married  Margaret  Fox,  also  a 
native  of  Philadelphia  County,  and  of  the  eight 
children  born  to  them  four  are  still  living:  Sereck, 
a resident  of  Delaware;  Catherine  F. , wife  of  R. 
W.  Cochran;  Thomas  J.,  of  this  review;  and 
Frances,  wife  of  J.  K.  Williams,  of  Delaware. 
The  father  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  for  some 
time  served  as  overseer  of  the  almshouse  in 
Philadelphia.  He  departed  this  life  in  1875,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  faithful  wife 
passed  away  in  1879,  aged  eighty-seven. 

On  the  home  farm  where  his  birth  occurred 
Thomas  J.  Shallcross  was  reared,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia.  Until 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  remained  under  the 
parental  roof,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm, 
and  in  1854  came  to  Kent  County,  Md.,  where 
he  purchased  a part  of  the  Marshy  Point  land. 
He  has  since  made  that  place  his  home  and  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  he  has  converted  into  one 
of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  locality,  its  well- 
tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  indi- 
cating the  progressive  spirit  and  industry  of  the 
owner. 

In  1863  Mr.  Shallcross  was  joined  in  wedlock 
to  Miss  Jennett  Gooding,  of  Kent  County,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  who  are  still 
living:  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1864,  and  now 
resides  in  Wilmington,  Del.;  William  G.,  a prac- 
ticing physician  of  Philadelphia;  Jennett;  Sereck; 
Emma  and  Lambert  T. , at  home. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  in  1852, 
Mr.  Shallcross  has  been  identified  with  the  Dem- 
ocracy, and  has  taken  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  political  matters.  From  1875  until 
1883  he  served  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court, 
and  was  president  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 


sioners from  1889  until  1895.  Fraternally  he 
affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  of  Galena, 
and  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Millington,  while  re- 
ligiously he  and  his  family  are  all  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  steward  for  many  years. 
He  and  his  wife,  surrounded  by  loving  kindred 
and  friends,  are  now  nearing  the  last  milestone 
that  marks  the  end  of  life’s  journey.  Their  rec- 
ord has  been  an  honorable  one,  their  years  have 
been  fruitful  with  deeds  of  usefulness  and  kind- 
ness, with  malice  toward  none  and  friendliness 
toward  all  who  have  come  under  their  influence, 
and  they  have  gained  the  respect  and  honor  of 
the  whole  community. 

Jordon  t.  atkinson,  m.  d.,  holds  a 

high  rank  among  the  professional  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Crisfield.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  conducted  an  extensive  and  profitable  practice, 
but  his  other  business  interests  taking  much  of 
the  time  which  was  formerly  applied  to  his  pro- 
fessional duties  he  was  compelled  to  limit  his  prac- 
tice. In  point  of  years  of  business  activity  he  is 
the  oldest  druggist  in  Crisfield,  where  for  a long 
time  he  was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Samuel  A. 
Robinson,  but  is  now  connected  with  Dr.  William 
F.  Hall.  Another  important  industry  with  which 
he  is  connected  is  the  Crisfield  Ice  Company, 
which  has  a capital  stock  of  $50, 000  and  of  which 
he  has  been  president  for  a number  of  years.  He 
is  the  owner  of  two  farms  in  Somerset  County, 
as  well  as  several  houses  in  Crisfield. 

In  Dublin  district,  Somerset  County,  Dr.  At- 
kinson was  born  December  28,  1846.  His  father, 
Levin  Atkinson,  was  born  and  reared  on  a farm 
in  Atkinson  district,  Worcester  County.  When 
a young  man  he  came  to  Somerset  County  to  re- 
side on  a farm  he  had  inherited  from  his  great- 
uncle,  Col.  Levin  Pallett,  who  was  one  of  the 
richest  men  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  was  a son- 
in-law  of  Parson  Sloan,  a wealthy  English 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  here.  Here 
he  continued  to  reside  until  about  sixty-three 
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years  of  age.  He  then  removed  to  Pocomoke 
City,  where  he  made  his  home  and  conducted  a 
tannery  until  his  death,  in  1877,  at  sixty-nine 
years.  In  politics  he  supported  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. He  favored  the  Union,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  owned  many  slaves  and  a large 
plantation.  For  many  years  he  was  an  official  in 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  educational  work  and  at  one  time  was 
county  commissioner  of  schools. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Maj.  John  F. 
Atkinson,  was  born  in  Worcester  County  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Washington  Academy. 
He  followed  various  avocations,  being  farmer, 
surveyor  and  builder  and  operator  of  water  mills. 
Of  hunting  and  the  various  athletic  sports  he  was 
quite  fond.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  on  his  home  farm,  and  there  he  died  when 
thirty-seven  years  of  age.  The  title  by  which  he 
was  known,  that  of  major,  was  given  him  during 
the  period  of  his  service  in  the  militia.  He  was 
a son  of  John  Atkinson,  a native  of  England,  and 
for  years  a farmer,  miller  and  lumberman  of 
Maryland.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Comfort  E.  Quinton,  was 
born  in  Worcester  County,  Md.,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  the  doctor,  in  Crisfield,  when 
sixty-seven  }7ears  of  age.  She  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Her 
father,  John  Quinton,  a farmer,  dying  when  she 
was  a child,  she  was  taken  into  the  home  of  an 
uncle,  William  Quinton,  who  was  a prominent 
man  and  the  founder  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  at  Nasewango,  Worcester  County,  Md. 
(near  Snow  Hill).  Of  her  marriage  four  children 
were  born,  namely:  Sallie,  who  married  Dr.  S. 

S.  Quinn,  of  Pocomoke  City,  and  died  there  at 
twenty-six  years;  Mary,  who  died  at  seventeen 
years;  Gordon  T. ; and  Susan,  wife  of  Stephen 
McCready,  of  Crisfield. 

When  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  local 
schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  his  sophomore  year.  I11 
the  fall  of  1867  he  matriculated  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in  1869.  He 
then  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cris- 


field and  has  remained  here  since.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  securing  the  incorporation  of  Cris- 
field as  a city  and  was  one  of  its  first  commission- 
ers, filling  that  position  for  fifteen  years.  He 
married  Julia  F. , daughter  of  William  H.  Roach, 
of  Hopewell,  Somerset  County. 

On  the  Democratic  ticket  Dr.  Atkinson  was 
nominated  for  the  state  senate  in  1895,  but  was 
defeated  with  the  balance  of  the  ticket,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  heavy  colored  vote  of  the  county 
was  given  to  the  Republicans.  For  seventeen 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  county  school 
board.  For  five  3-ears,  when  the  United  States 
marine  hospital  was  located  here,  he  was  assist- 
ant surgeon,  holding  the  position  until  the  insti- 
tution was  abolished  and  the  patients  removed  to 
Baltimore.  With  his  wife  he  holds  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which  he 
is  an  officer  and  Sunday-school  teacher. 


(JOHN  BOON  DUKES,  a farmer  of  Caroline 

! County,  his  postoffice  address  being  Denton, 
\Z/  came  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  in  these 
parts.  He  was  born  upon  the  place  he  now 
makes  his  home  and  has  always  resided  here 
with  the  exception  of  the  seven  years  when  his 
mother  and  family  lived  in  the  neighboring  town 
of  Denton,  during  which  time  he  and  his  brothers 
attended  school.  He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democracy,  and  was  tax  collector  here  in  1884  and 
1885  and  general  assessor  of  the  county  in  1896. 

The  grandfather  of  the  above-named  gentleman 
was  Levi  Dukes,  a native  of  Caroline  County, 
born  in  1772  and  died  in  1824.  His  son,  Capt. 
James  Dukes,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born 
in  this  county,  and  was  a captain  in  the  state 
militia.  He  was  very  prosperous  and  owned 
over  two  thousand  acres  of  land  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  slaves.  This  land,  which  was 
well  improved,  was  all  in  the  vicinity  of  Denton. 
He  also  owned  the  vessels  in  which  he  shipped  his 
products  to  the  city  of  Baltimore.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1842,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Sarah 
Rhodes,  a native  of  Caroline  County,  and  of  their 
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three  children  only  one,  Capt.  Levi  T.  Dukes, 
survives.  He  is  a resident  of  Talbot  County,  his 
home  being  near  the  town  of  Cordova.  The  sec- 
ond wife  of  the  captain  was  a Miss  Mary  Boon, 
of  this  county,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  viz.:  Rebecca  E.,  J.  Kent,  I.  Rey- 
ner  and  J.  Boon.  Mrs.  James  Dukes  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Boon,  formerly  state  senator  for 
Maryland  and  prominent  in  the  politics  (Whig) 
of  this  county. 

J.  B.  Dukes  was  born  February  3,  1840.  After 
leaving  the  common  schools  he  was  a student  for 
two  years  in  Dickerson  Seminary,  at  Williams- 
port, Pa.  Aside  from  the  years  between  1876 
and  1886,  when  he  was  interested  in  the  shipping 
business  with  the  late  Col.  W.  P.  Downes,  of 
Denton,  he  has  been  exclusively  concerned  in 
agricultural  affairs  and  is  a practical  farmer.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church 
and  still  adheres  to  its  teachings,  as  do  also  the 
members  of  his  family. 

February  3,  1864,  Mr.  Dukes  and  Maria  L. 
Griffith  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ann  (Richardson)  Grif- 
fith, and  like  them  was  born  in  Caroline  County. 
Ann  Richardson  was  a grandchild  of  Col.  William 
Potter.  Five  children,  a son  and  four  daugh- 
ters, have  graced  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
wife,  viz.:  Charles  G.,  who  is  inspector  in  the 
grain  department  for  the  state  of  Missouri  and 
located  in  Kansas  City;  Cora  E.,  Maria  L-, 
Anna  G.  and  Mabel  C.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  July  25,  1895,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Catholic  Cemetery  at  Denton.  Bishop 
Curtis,  of  the  Wilmington  diocese,  preached  the 
funeral  sermon. 


EAPT.  W.  H.  HADDAWAY  has  a creditable 
record  both  as  a soldier  in  the  army  and  as 
the  master  of  a coasting  vessel,  while  as  a 
business  man  he  has  also  met  with  a fair  degree 
of  success.  He  is  engaged  in  the  oyster  and  fish 
business  at  Oxford,  where  he  makes  his  home. 
Interested  in  public  affairs,  and  strong  in  his  sup- 
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port  of  the  Democracy,  he  has  rendered  excellent 
service  in  behalf  of  his  party.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of 
Talbot  County,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two 
years.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  and 
establishment  of  the  national  bank  here,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a director. 

On  his  father’s  farm  at  Broad  Creek  Neck, 
Captain  Haddaway  was  born  in  1844.  The  home 
farm  was  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  St. 
Michael’s  district,  Talbot  County,  and  conse- 
quently he  became  familiar  with  the  sights  and 
scenes  of  this  locality  while  yet  quite  young. 
Reared  on  the  home  farm,  he  remained  there 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  de- 
termined to  enlist  in  the  Union  army.  Septem- 
ber 19,  1861,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a private 
in  Company  A,  First  Eastern  Shore  Infantry,  and 
in  this  regiment  he  remained  until  August  27, 
1862,  engaged  in  guard  duty  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.  May  ri,  1863,  he  re- enlisted  as  a private 
in  Company  A,  Eleventh  Maryland  Infantry,  with 
which  he  fought  in  various  skirmishes  in  Mary- 
land and  also  participated  in  Sheridan’s  march 
through  the  valley  of  Virginia,  accompanying 
Wallace’s  division,  Tyler’s  brigade,  Eighth 
Army  corps.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service  he  was  honorably  discharged,  September 
29,  1863. 

Returning  to  Talbot  County,  our  subject  began 
life  as  a seafaring  man,  and  after  a short  service 
as  seaman  he  was  made  master  of  a coasting 
vessel.  He  followed  the  water  from  1865  to 
1879,  being  master  during  most  of  the  time.  In 
1879  he  came  to  Oxford  and  became  interested  in 
the  oyster  business  with  the  firm  of  William  T. 
Elliott  & Co.,  remaining  with  them  for  two 
years.  Afterward  he  was  in  partnership  with 
Edwin  Sinclair,  and  still  continues  in  the  oyster 
and  fish  business. 

In  1862  Captain  Haddaway  married  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Porter,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving  four 
children:  Charles  E.,  Oliver  S.,  Rose  and  Susan. 
His  second  marriage,  which  took  place  in  1885, 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  T.  Houlton,  and  five 
children  came  to  bless  their  union,  namely: 
Helen  D. , deceased;  Alice,  Ella,  Annie  and 
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Catherine.  Fraternally  the  captain  is  connected 
with  the  Oxford  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which 
he  has  been  noble  grand.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Grand  Army  at  Easton. 


(ejAMUEL  W.  KENNERLY,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Crisfield,  Somerset  County,  is  tax 
vrl  collector  of  this  place  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  year  as  deputy  United  States  marshal. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  conducting  a real-estate 
and  renting  business,  and  is  energetic  and  thor- 
oughly deserving  of  success.  He  has  always 
given  his  undivided  allegiance  to  the  Democracy, 
and  his  first  service  for  the  public  was  in  1877, 
when  he  was  appointed  bailiff  and  city  tax  collector. 
He  acted  as  such  most  efficiently  for  sixyears,  when 
he  resigned  the  place  in  order  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment of  deputy  warden  in  the  Maryland 
penitentiary.  There  he  remained  for  a period  of 
three  years.  In  1888,  after  an  absence  of  nearly 
two  years,  he  returned  to  Crisfield  and  was  made 
street  commissioner  and  the  following  year  was 
again  made  tax  collector,  a position  he  has  held 
continuously  since  with  the  exception  of  a year. 

A native  of  what  was  then  Somerset,  but  is  now 
Wicomico  County,  our  subject  was  born  May  14, 
1840.  His  father,  William  Alexander  Kennedy, 
was  likewise  a native  of  the  same  locality.  He 
was  a very  active,  ambitious  man  in  a commercial 
way,  and  owned  large  tracts  of  land  which  he 
farmed,  and  a marine  railway,  steam  sawmill  and 
several  vessels  which  he  employed  in  carrying  his 
lumber,  etc.,  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and 
Washington.  He  made  and  lost  several  goodly 
fortunes  and  was  too  generous  and  trusting  toward 
his  friends,  some  of  whom  were  the  cause  of  his 
losing  large  sums  by  going  upon  their  bonds. 
He  died  when  about  fifty-six  years  of  age.  His 
faithful  wife,  formerly  Elennor  Wilson,  survived 
him  but  three  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  She  was  reared  in  the  same  neighborhood 
as  was  her  husband  and  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  the  mother  of 
four  children,  qf  whom  James  W.  is  now  a bailiff 


in  Salisbury,  Wicomico  County;  Octavia  E.  is  the 
widow  of  Warren  Messick,  of  this  county;  and 
William  L.  is  living  in  Harrington,  Del. 

Samuel  W.  Kennerly  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  and  was  in  business  with  his  father 
up  to  the  time  of  the  senior’s  death,  in  1872. 
The  y'oung  man  then  came  to  Crisfield  and  was 
here  connected  with  the  lumber  trade  for  some 
three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
went  upon  his  sailing-vessel,  the  Northampton, 
in  the  Bay  trade.  Two  years  passed  in  this  man- 
ner and  he  then  sold  the  ship  and  soon  started 
upon  his  career  as  a public  servant.  For  an  un- 
interrupted period  of  nine  years  he  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duties  to  his  fellow-citizens  in  his 
official  capacities,  and  then  took  a position  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a New  York  medical  com- 
pany. He  visited  various  parts  of  New  York 
State,  New  Jerseys,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and 
finally  went  as  far  west  as  Lincoln,  Neb.  Thus 
he  has  seen  much  of  this  country,  and  in  spite  of 
that  fact,  returned  to  his  native  shores,  more 
pleased  with  them  than  ever,  and  determined  to 
pass  the  rest  of  his  life  here.  Socially  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Crisfield. 


OL.  JOSEPH  WICKES,  for  many  years 
prior  to  1850  deputy  attorney-general  of 
Maryland  for  Kent  and  Cecil  Counties,  was 
born  in  Kent  County,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Piner  ) Wickes.  The  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  Maj.  Joseph  Wickes,  emigrated  from 
England  in  the  year  1650,  when  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  settled  on  Kent  Island,  then  a part  of 
Kent  County,  in  the  province  of  Maryland.  The 
following  year  he  was  appointed  judge  of  Kent 
County  court  and  by  successive  appointments  he 
remained  in  the  position  until  1656,  when  he  was 
made  presiding  judge  of  the  court.  A few  years 
subsequentl)' , when  the  affairs  of  the  province 
had  been  brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin  by  the 
Puritans,  he  was  chosen  a burgess  to  represent 
Kent  County  in  the  assembly,  which  was  begun 
and  held  at  St.  Leonard’s  on  the  27th  of  April, 
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1658.  The  records  show  that  in  1678  he  was 
again  the  presiding  judge  of  the  Kent  County 
court.  In  the  year  1656  he  married  Marie  Hart- 
well. His  son  Joseph,  by  a former  marriage,  was 
also  a prominent  character.  He  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Address  of  the  Protestants  of  Kent 
County  to  the  King  of  England,  denying  and 
denouncing  the  charges  made  by  John  Coade 
against  the  Catholics  of  the  province,  in  his 
attempt  to  stir  up  an  insurrection. 

The  genealogy  of  the  family  from  the  time  of 
Maj.  Joseph  Wickes,  the  first  settler,  to  the 
present  time,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  living 
representatives  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  it 
here.  Joseph  Wickes,  who  married  Mary  Piner, 
died  in  1822,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and 
his  wife  died  the  following  year  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  He  left  four  children:  Thomas, 
Joseph,  Simon  Alexander  and  Sarah  P.  The 
second  son,  Joseph,  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
review,  was  born  September  2,  1788.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Washington  College  at  Chestertown 
and  immediately  afterward  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  James  Houston,  who  was 
subsequently  appointed  judge  of  the  United  States 
district  court.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1810,  he 
at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Chestertown,  the  county  seat  of  Kent,  and  soon 
acquired  a lucrative  practice.  At  the  battle  of 
Caulksfield,  in  the  summer  of  1814,  during  the 
second  war  with  England,  he  was  lieutenant  of 
the  company  commanded  by  Captain  Chambers, 
and  participated  in  that  engagement.  Subse- 
quently he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  a regi- 
ment of  the  state  militia,  which  commission  he 
held  for  many  years.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  of  1851  he  was  deputy  attorney- 
general  of  Maryland  for  Kent  and  Cecil  Counties, 
holding  this  office  until  about  1850,  when  he 
retired  from  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

November  20,  1821,  Colonel  Wickes  married 
Elizabeth  Caroline,  daughter  of  Gen.  Benjamin 
Chambers  and  sister  of  Judge  E.  F.  Chambers. 
He  was  for  many  years  a member  and  com- 
municant of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
one  of  the  vestrymen  of  the  church  in  Chester- 
town. He  was  also  one  of  the  visitors  and  govern- 


ors of  Washington  College,  the  institution  in 
which  he  was  educated,  and  in  the  success  of 
which  he  always  displayed  great  interest.  He 
never  sought  political  preferment,  but  preferred 
the  quiet  and  happiness  of  domestic  life,  often 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  only  true  source 
of  happiness  was  the  family  circle,  and  not  the 
excitement  and  rivalry  of  the  political  arena.  A 
strong  sense  of  justice  pervaded  his  whole  nature 
and  he  discharged  every  duty  in  life,  private  and 
public,  in  a conscientious  and  faithful  manner. 
He  had  a courtly  bearing  and  polished  manners, 
and  was  distinguished  for  the  deference  he  showed 
to  ladies,  which  he  considered  the  characteristic 
of  every  gentleman. 

Colonel  Wickes  died  January  17,  1864,  leaving 
the  following  children:  Joseph  A.,  Peregrine  L-, 
and  Sarah  Augusta,  Mrs.  William  H.  Welsh,  of 
Pennsylvania.  Four  other  children  died  during 
his  life,  namely,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
F.  Green,  of  New  Hampshire;  Benjamin  Cham- 
bers; Hester  Van  Bibber,  who  had  married  Rev. 
William  Payton,  of  Pennsylvania;  and  Ezekiel 
Chambers. 


HON.  JOSEPH  A.  WICKES,  judge  of  the 
second  judicial  circuit  and  one  of  Ches- 
tertown’s eminent  citizens,  was  born  there 
September  27,  1826,  being  the  son  of  Col.  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  C.  (Chambers)  Wickes.  He  re- 
ceived his  preparatory  education  in  Washing- 
ton College,  Chestertown,  and  afterwards  entered 
Princeton,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1845, 
taking  one  of  the  honors  in  a class  of  more  than 
eighty  members.  He  then  studied  medicine  in 
the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1848.  Under  the  di- 
rection of  his  father,  he  later  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852,  after  which  he 
- entered  upon  active  practice. 

In  1848  he  married  Anna  Maria,  daughter  of 
William  C.  Tilghman,  and  granddaughter  of 
Richard  Cook  Tilghman,  of  the  Hermitage,  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.  She  died  April  2, 
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1864,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  Anna  Tilghman,  Hester  Van  Bibber  and 
Caroline  Barney. 

The  public  life  of  Judge  Wickes  began  very 
soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1852  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  of  Maryland  as  one  of  the  electors  of  the 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 
Associated  with  him  on  the  electoral  ticket  were 
Robert  McLean,  Judge  Alvey,  Carroll  Spence 
and  Charles  J.  M.  Gwinn,  with  whom  he  can- 
vassed the  state.  The  Democrats  were  successful 
and  the  electoral  vote  of  Maryland  was  cast  for  the 
candidates  of  that  party.  Desiring  a wider  field 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  January,  1854, 
he  removed  to  Cumberland,  Allegany  County, 
Md.,  where,  although  an  entire  stranger,  he  was 
kindly  received  by  the  people  and  met  with  grati- 
fying success. 

In  the  summer  of  1855,  during  his  absence 
from  the  county  and  without  his  knowledge,  the 
Democratic  party  nominated  him  as  a candidate 
for  the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland.  It  was 
supposed  at  that  time  that  the  American  or 
Know-Nothing  party  (as  it  was  called  in  derision) 
had  enough  members  enrolled  and  sworn  in  its 
secret  lodges  to  carry  the  state.  An  active  can- 
vass was  made  by  the  Democrats  and  the  result 
was  that  its  candidates  were  elected.  The  legis- 
lature assembled  in  Annapolis  in  January,  1856, 
and  Mr.  Wickes  took  his  seat  as  a member  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  of  which  William  D.  Merrick, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris  and  Judge  Stone,  also  Dem- 
ocrats, were  members.  He  participated  in  the 
debates  and  was  a member  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee. After  the  legislature  adjourned,  he  re- 
turned to  Cumberland  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  increased  rapidly.  Owing 
to  the  dampness  of  the  climate  and  confinement 
to  his  office,  his  health  declined  and  became  so 
much  impaired  that  in  the  spring  of  1858  he  was 
compelled  to  relinquish  a lucrative  practice  and 
abandoned  his  profession.  He  returned  to  Ches- 
tertown  and  passed  the  remainder  of  the  year  in 
recreation  and  open  air  exercise,  hoping  thereby 
to  regain  his  health.  This  hope  was  realized 
gnd  in  1859  he  opened  an  office  in  Chestertown, 


where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  successful  and  soon  acquired  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice. 

In  November,  1865,  he  married  Anne  Rebecca 
Wickes,  daughter  of  Col.  Simon  Wickes.  She  died 
October  17,  1889;  her  only  son  died  in  infancy, 
the  other  child,  Josephine  Rebecca  Wickes,  sur- 
viving her. 

In  1866  Judge  Wickes  was  appointed  a delegate 
to  the  peace  convention,  which  met  in  Phila- 
delphia and  over  which  Mr.  Doolittle  presided. 
The  legislature  of  Maryland,  at  its  session  in 
January,  1867,  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
state  the  question  of  calling  a constitutional  con- 
vention. A large  majority  of  the  voters  voted  in 
favor  of  the  convention,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law  it  assembled  in  the  city  of 
Annapolis  in  May,  1867;  Mr.  Wickes  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  having  been  elected  by  the 
voters  of  Kent  County  as  a representative  of  that 
county.  He  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  elective  franchise,  a member  of 
the  judiciary  committee  and  a member  of  the 
committee  on  revision.  The  constitution  adopted 
by  the  convention  was  ratified  bjr  the  people  at  an 
election  held  in  the  succeeding  fall  and  superseded 
the  constitution  of  1864.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  constitution  it  was  necessary  to  elect 
judges  to  carry  into  effect  the  judicial  system. 
He  was  nominated  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
circuit  judge  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  com- 
posed of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne’s,  Caroline 
and  Talbot  Counties.  With  him  were  associated 
John  M.  Robinson  and  Frederick  Stump  and 
they  were  elected  without  opposition  for  a term 
of  fifteen  years.  In  the  summer  of  1882,  before 
his  term  expired,  he  was  again  nominated  for  the 
same  office,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  elected 
for  another  term  of  fifteen  years.  Under  the  con- 
stitution of  Maryland,  on  account  of  age  he  would 
have  retired  from  office  in  the  fall  of  1896,  but  the 
legislature,  in  its  session  in  January,  1896,  under 
the  power  given  it  by  the  constitution,  passed  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses,  extending  the 
time  until  his  term  expired.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  judge  could  have  been  nominated  for 
congress  in  the  congressional  district  in  which  he 
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lives  in  1872,  but  he  declined  the  honor.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  president  of  the  board  of 
governors  and  visitors  of  Washington  College. 

In  November,  1893,  Judge  Wickes  married 
Gladys,  daughter  of  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  Porter  Robinson  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Maj.  Beverly  Robinson,  of 
Prince  William  County,  Va.  They  have  two 
children  now  living:  Gladys  Robinson  and  Joseph, 
another  son  having  died  when  an  infant. 


ILFORD  PHILLIPS  is  one  of  the  numer- 
ous business  men  of  Cambridge  interested 
in  the  industry  of  packing  and  shipping 
oysters.  He  is  a young  man  of  energy  and  is  am- 
bitious to  succeed,  and  his  honest,  sturdy  char- 
acter and  known  integrity  make  him  a favorite 
with  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
trade  and  with  whom  he  comes  into  daily  con- 
tact. Year  by  year  his  business  has  increased, 
owing  to  his  well-directed  efforts,  until  he  is  now 
one  of  the  most  extensive  oyster  packers  of  this 
town,  which  is  celebrated  for  the  great  quanti- 
ties of  this  edible  handled  here  each  season. 
It  is  a fact  that  is  well  recognized,  that  the  chief 
factor  in  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of  Cam- 
bridge and  vicinity  has  been  her  oyster  fisheries 
near,  and  with  the  exception  of  Baltimore  and  a 
few  other  places  it  probably  packs  more  oysters 
than  does  any  other  seaport  in  the  whole  country. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  article  was  George  Wesley  Phillips,  a man 
of  fine  physique  and  handsome  in  lineament  of 
face.  He  was  quite  influential  in  his  day,  and 
was  once  a commissioner  of  Dorchester  County. 
During  the  war  he  held  the  position  of  deputy 
marshal.  He  died  at  Cambridge  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  respected  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  His  father,  Solomon  Phillips, was 
a seafaring  man,  and  he,  in  turn,  was  a son  of 
Benjamin  Phillips,  who  operated  a mill  and  lived 
upon  the  upper  end  of  Hooper’s  Island,  in  this 
county.  The  wife  of  George  Wesley  Phillips 
bore  the  girlhood  name  of  Mary  Jane  Meekins. 


She  was  born  on  Hooper’s  Island,  being  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Meekins,  a Whig,  of  English  descent. 
She  is  still  living  in  the  old  Phillips  home  here, 
and  is  now  in  her  sixty-seventh  year.  She  has 
been  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  since  she  was  a girl  of  fifteen,  and  is 
an  estimable  lady.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Phillips  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
named  as  follows:  John  H.,  of  this  village,  and 
an  oyster  man  by  vocation;  George  M.,  also  an 
oyster  packer,  of  Cambridge;  Milford;  Victoria, 
who  died  at  seven  years;  Edward  S.,  sheriff  of 
this  county;  Oliver  G.,  who  died  in  1893,  leaving 
a widow,  formerly  a Miss  Thomas,  of  Baltimore; 
and  Luther,  a sailor  of  this  place.  (See  sketches 
of  John  H.  and  Edward  S.  Phillips,  which  are 
printed  upon  another  page  of  this  volume.) 

Milford  Phillips  was  born  April  5,  i860,  on 
Hooper’s  Island,  on  the  old  Phillips  farm  there, 
and  from  his  early  years  was  accustomed  to  earn 
at  least  a share  of  his  own  livelihood.  Such 
schooling  as  he  obtained  was  mainly  mastered 
before  he  was  twelve  years  old,  for  after  that 
time  he  worked  pretty  steadily  with  the  oyster 
fishers  upon  the  waters  of  the  neighboring  bays 
and  creeks.  For  a year  he  was  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  John  H.,  and  for  three  years  he 
conducted  a mercantile  business  on  Hooper’s 
Island.  With  that  exception  he  has  always  given 
his  whole  attention  to  the  buying,  shipping  and 
selling  of  oysters,  and  is  fully  acquainted  with 
the  demands  of  the  trade.  In  1893  he  invested 
some  money  in  a livery  establishment  in  Cam- 
bridge, but  little  of  his  time  is  given  to  the 
same,  as  it  is  managed  by  competent  employes. 
Each  year,  during  the  season,  there  are  packed 
under  his  supervision  from  thirty  to  fifty  thousand 
bushels  of  oysters,  or  from  twenty  to  thirty 
thousand  gallons. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Phillips  is  deserved- 
ly popular.  He  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  and  to  the  Order  of  Columbus 
and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow.  In  political  affairs 
he  sides  with  the  platform  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Susie 
E.  Ruark,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Ruark,  of 
Hooper’s  Island.  They  have  had  seven  children, 
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four  of  whom,  Hattie  I.,  Ada,  Raymond  and 
George  H.,  are  deceased.  Those  living  are: 
Calvert,  Mary  R.  and  John  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  and  their  family  are  identified  with  the 
Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


OHN  C.  HUTCHINSON,  a venerable  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  East  New  Market 
district,  Dorchester  County,  has  spent  his 
entire  life,  a period  of  eighty  years,  in  this  im- 
mediate section  of  the  state,  and  has  been  a wit- 
ness of  great  and  material  changes  that  have 
come  to  pass,  not  only  in  the  country  at  large, 
but  in  his  own  beloved  state.  He  has  been  a 
factor  in  its  prosperity,  perhaps  no  less  than  the 
great  statesmen  who  have  largely  settled  its 
destiny  and  standing,  for  the  honest,  industrious 
tiller  of  the  soil  is  second  to  none  in  the  good  that 
his  humble,  quiet  life  renders  his  state,  and  as  has 
often  been  pointed  out,  the  true  basis  of  the 
wealth  and  influence  of  any  land  is  in  its  agricult- 
urists. 

In  a family  of  five  brothers  and  sisters,  John  C. 
Hutchinson  was  the  eldest.  His  next  younger 
sister,  Elizabeth,  is  deceased,  and  the  others 
are  Sarah  A.  and  Emeline;  the  only  brother, 
Manlius  P.,  is  a resident  of  Caroline  County.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a native  of  England, 
while  his  father,  Ebenezer  Hutchinson,  was  born 
in  this  county.  He  was  an  energetic  and  hard- 
working man,  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  his 
home  and  country,  but  was  not  called  into  active 
service  against  his  English  cousins,  His  wife 
was  Miss  Nancy  A.  Stevens  prior  to  their  being 
married. 

The  date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is  March  13, 
1817.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm  where 
he  was  born,  and  after  his  father’s  death  it  fell 
into  his  hands,  and  he  has  never  parted  with  the 
property.  From  his  earliest  recollections  he  has 
been  interested  in  farming  operations,  and  is  a 
practical  business  man.  For  over  sixty  years  he 
has  been  a valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 


copal Church,  and  during  this  long  time  has  had 
deeply  at  heart  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
denomination.  In  his  life  he  has  been  noted 
for  his  upright,  honorable,  Christian  traits  and 
for  his  daily  practice  of  the  religion  which  he  pro- 
fesses. Since  becoming  a voter  he  has  been  allied 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  cared 
to  occupy  political  positions. 

In  1840  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  first  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  ArhaWright.  Their 
lives  together  extended  over  half  a century,  but 
in  1890  the  devoted  wife  was  summoned  to  the 
home  beyond.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son married  Mrs.  Louisa  C.  Hackett,  widow  of 
John  T.  Hackett,  and  daughter  of  William  P. 
and  Mary  A,  (Moore)  Cooper,  both  of  whom 
were  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  old 
families  in  Delaware.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Hackett  Mrs.  Hutchinson  had  five  children,  only 
one  of  whom,  Hugh,  a bright,  promising  youth, 
survives. 


APT.  WILLIAM  E.  JOHNSON  formerly 
followed  the  water,  being  for  ten  years  the 
owner  of  a line  known  as  the  Choptank 
Steamboat  Company.  On  retiring  from  that  oc- 
cupation, he  resumed  the  work  of  an  agricult- 
urist, in  which  he  had  previously  engaged.  He 
has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  place,  which  is  situated  in  East  New  Mar- 
ket district,  Dorchester  County,  and  is  one  of  the 
well-improved  estates  of  the  locality.  Among 
the  people  of  this  section  he  is  known  as  a man  of 
strictest  integrity  and  the  highest  sense  of  honor, 
with  which  qualities  he  combines  a genial  dispo- 
sition and  kind  heart. 

The  captain’s  father,  Denwood  Johnson,  was 
born  in  Dorchester  County,  where  he  still  carries 
on  farm  pursuits.  He  married  Lottie,  daughter 
of  Arthur  Williams,  and  they  reared  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  Susan;  Mary;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Robert  E.  Foxwell;  William  E.  and  Ar- 
thur H.,  of  Baltimore,  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Dorchester  County,  November  19,  1847,  and  grew 
to  manhood  on  the  farm,  receiving  such  educa- 
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tional  advantages  as  the  neighboring  schools 
afforded.  When  a young  man  he  went  on  the 
water  and  within  a few  months  was  made  captain 
of  a vessel,  which  he  sailed  on  the  bay.  Soon  he 
became  the  owner  of  a vessel,  which  sailed  to 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  George- 
town, Norfolk,  Hampton,  Yorktown  and  Alex- 
andria. After  having  followed  the  water  for  ten 
consecutive  years,  he  retired  from  that  work  and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  East  New 
Market.  The  years  1876-79  were  spent  in  the 
management  of  his  store.  On  selling  out  that 
business  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm  work, 
and  has  since  managed  his  agricultural  interests. 
In  1883  he  again  became  interested  in  steamboat- 
ing and  ran  the  Choptank  steamboat  line  for  ten 
years,  being  also  part  owner  of  it. 

In  1876  Captain  Johnson  married  Miss  Annie, 
daughter  of  John  Baker.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  five  children:  L.  Margaret,  Hilda,  W. 
Clyde,  Edward  B.  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 
A Democrat  in  politics,  Captain  Johnson  has  rep- 
resented his  party  as  delegate  in  the  county  con- 
ventions, and  may  always  be  relied  upon  to 
support  its  candidates. 


H ARLES  T.  RALPH,  a resident  of  the  third 
district  of  Dorchester  County,  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  state.  It  was  long  known  as  the  Cap- 
tain Ball  farm,  and  is  a tract  of  six  hundred  acres, 
adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  cereals  and  other 
crops  common  to  this  region.  The  present  owner 
of  the  place  erected  a substantial  and  pretty  resi- 
dence here  a few  years  ago,  and  has  made  other 
material  improvements  which  add  greatly  to  the 
beauty  and  desirability  of  the  farm.  Over  a 
quarter  of  a century  has  passed  since  he  bought 
the  homestead,  as  it  was  transferred  to  his  pos- 
session in  1870.  In  1886  he  opened  a general 
store  in  the  district  of  Vienna,  and  succeeded 
fairly  well  in  the  venture,  besides  having  greatly 
accommodated  numbers  of  his  neighbors,  who 
find  it  very  convenient  to  dispose  of  their  farm 


products  in  exchange  for  necessaries.  About 
seven  years  ago  he  commenced  to  run  a sawmill 
and  is  still  having  lumber  cut  for  the  market. 
The  store  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  William  J. 
Ralph. 

It  is  supposed  that  William  Ralph,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Scotland;  but  cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  in  the  last  century.  Charles 
Ralph,  father  of  C.  T.,  was  also  of  that  county, 
having  been  born  and  reared  there,  and  two  of 
his  brothers,  William  and  Thomas,  were  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812.  In  his  early  life  Charles 
Ralph  learned  the  ship-carpenter’s  trade,  but 
after  following  it  for  a few  years  gave  himself  up 
to  rural  pursuits  and  settled  down  upon  a farm. 
He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  was  connected 
with  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  chose  for  a wife, 
Phyllis  Calway,  of  Delaware,  and  of  their  eleven 
children  but  two  now  survive:  C.  T.  and  Mary. 
William  Ellis,  a brother-in-law,  has  reached  the 
extreme  age  of  ninety-five  years,  and  is  living  in 
Sussex  County,  Del. 

The  birth  of  C.  T.  Ralph  took  place  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Sussex  County,  January  5,  1824, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  reached  a suitable  age  he 
was  sent  to  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
dwelling  place.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
and  some  time  afterwards  opened  a wagon  and 
carriage  manufactory  in  Barren  Creek,  then  in 
Somerset  County,  but  now  in  Wicomico  County. 
For  sixteen  years  he  remained  in  that  place,  and 
succeeded  very  well  in  his  business  undertaking. 
His  subsequent  enterprises  are  detailed  in  the 
opening  paragraph  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  political  matters,  but  has  never  been  in- 
duced to  accept  office,  though  often  urged  to  do 
so  by  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a 
man  of  upright  character  and  excellent  standing 
in  the  community  in  which  he  has  dwelt  so  long 
and  the  several  members  of  his  family  likewise 
are  highly  esteemed. 

December  18,  1849,  Mr.  Ralph  and  Miss  Nancy 
Weatherly,  a representative  of  an  old  and  rich 
family  of  Wicomico  County,  Md.,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Her  parents  were  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Lowe)  Weatherly,  the  latter  of  Somerset  Coun- 
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ty.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph,  all  energetic,  enterprising  young  people, 
who  are  a credit  to  their  parents  and  an  honor  to 
the  district  in  which  they  live.  The  eldest, 
William  James,  has  charge  of  his  father’s  store  in 
Vienna;  George  T.  and  Charles  S.  assist  in  the 
management  of  the  old  homestead,  and  relieve 
their  father  of  the  more  arduous  duties;  Elizabeth 
H.  is  the  wife  of  George  Bounds,  of  Wicomico 
County;  Christiana  married  Levin  B.  Weatherly, 
of  Spring  Hill,  Md. ; and  Yancey  W.  has  a good 
position  with  the  firm  of  George  B.  Kimb  & 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  has  traveled  for 
them,  selling  horse  blankets  and  other  furnish- 
ings for  man’s  noble  companion,  since  1890,  and 
possesses  talent  in  his  chosen  work  as  a salesman. 


ERRY  DE  ROCHEBRUNE  TAYLOR. 

America  is  proud  of  those  brave  men  who 
in  this  country,  more  frequently  than  in  any 
other,  rise  from  a condition  of  poverty  by  the 
strength  of  will  and  industry  to  a place  of  honor 
and  influence  in  a community.  A notable  and 
worthy  example  of  such  success  is  afforded  us  in 
the  career  of  the  sterling  old  citizen  whose  name 
heads  this  review,  and  who  was  called  from  the 
scenes  of  his  earthly  life  to  the  home  beyond  De- 
cember 12,  1896.  He  was  a native  of  Frederick, 
Del.,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  when  a 
youth  to  Caroline  County  and  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  within  its  boundaries,  his  home 
being  located  in  the  fourth  district.  He  was  a 
conscientious  Christian  and  for  many  years  was 
identified  with  the  Friendship  Church,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  and  served 
in  the  position  of  steward  for  a long  time.  He 
desired  always  to  live  in  perfect  peace  and  har- 
mony  with  his  fellow-men,  and  one  of  the  last 
acts  of  his  life  was  characteristic  of  the  good  and 
truly  great  soul  that  he  was.  He  called  to  his 
bedside  his  children  and  after  explaining  fully  to 
them  what  disposition  he  had  deemed  best  to 
make  of  his  extensive  property  interests,  talked 
the  matter  over,  and  ascertained  that  everything 


was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  each  one,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  occasion  for  misunderstandings 
or  hard  feeling  upon  the  subject. 

Born  in  1819,  Mr.  Taylor  was  a son  of  John  Tay- 
lor, whose  wife’s  maiden  name  was  De  Roche- 
brune.  When  he  had  arrived  at  man’s  estate 
he  chose  for  his  companion  along  life’s  highway 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Andrew  Covey.  She  was 
a true  and  faithful  helpmate,  and  assisted  her  hus- 
band in  material  ways  to  gain  a start  and  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  his  later  prosperity.  They  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a humble  manner,  and 
perhaps  those  early  days  of  their  married  life  were 
as  happy  as  any  that  followed,  for  they  were  blessed 
with  good  health  and  trust  in  themselves  and  in  the 
Providence  whom  they  felt  assured  was  guiding 
them.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Taylor’s  demise  they 
had  accumulated  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  were  worth  about  $40,000.  He  possessed  re- 
markable business  and  executive  ability,  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county 
from  a financial  point  of  view.  He  took  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs  and  used  his 
franchise  in  behalf  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  are 
named  as  follows:  Robert  P. ; Alexine,  who  mar- 
ried James  B.  Patton,  and  left  one  daughter, 
Cora;  Martha,  deceased  wife  of  Francis  Nichols, 
of  this  county;  Annie,  Mrs.  James  B.  Wright,  of 
Federalsburg;  Emily,  Mrs.  Francis  Nichols; 
Thomas,  Merrill  and  Walter,  farmers  of  this 
county;  Lizzie,  Mrs.  Orlando  Patton,  of  Preston; 
Ida,  Mrs.  William  Gambrill,  of  this  county;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Peter  N.  Trout;  and  Amanda  B.,  Mrs.  Ed 
T.  Moore,  of  this  county. 

Robert  P.  Taylor,  eldest  son  of  Perry  D.  Ta3T- 
lor,  was  born  in  Caroline  County  in  1848,  and 
was  reared  to  maturity  on  a farm  here.  He  in- 
herited many  of  his  father’s  fine  talents  for  busi- 
ness and  is  a practical  farmer.  He  owns  a well- 
improved  homestead  in  the  fourth  district  and 
raises  a general  line  of  the  crops  commonly 
grown  hereabouts.  He  is  a stanch  Prohibition- 
ist in  politics  and  principle,  and  is  a loyal  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  autumn  of  1875  the  marriage  of  R.  P. 
Taylor  and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Charles  was  solemnized. 


JOHN  L.  LEWIS. 
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She  is  a daughter  of  Madison  Williams  and  by 
her  first  union  had  two  children,  Madison  and 
Emma  Charles.  The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  was  named  in  honor  of  his  revered  grand- 
father, Perry  D. 

OHN  L-  LEWIS.  For  the  past  six  years 
the  enterprising  merchant  of  whom  we  write 
has  been  carrying  on  a large  and  paying  trade 
in  Fairlee,  Kent  County.  He  is  a young  man  of 
much  more  than  average  ability  and  energy,  and 
is  of  the  determined,  persevering  spirit  that  is  not 
easily  conquered  by  obstacles  which  lie  along  the 
high  road  leading  to  assured  success.  He  is  a 
man  of  excellent  business  principles  and  his  deal- 
ings with  his  patrons  are  always  marked  with 
fairness,  perfect  justice  and  impartiality.  His 
friends  in  this  vicinity  are  many,  and  all  his  ac- 
quaintances wish  him  well. 

James  Lewis,  father  of  John  L.,  was  a native  of 
Kent  County,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  his  early  manhood  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  a large  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  this 
state,  and  this  occupation  he  has  always  followed. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  union  being  with  Mary  E.  Ayers,  of 
Kent  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  John 
L.  and  James  B.  The  second  wife  was  Ella  Schoon, 
and  the  children  born  to  their  marriage  were 
named  as  follows:  Clarence  N.,  Nellie,  William, 
Francis,  Fannie,  Clara,  Albert  and  Eva.  The 
family  are  now  making  their  home  on  a well- 
improved  farm  in  the  sixth  district,  and  none  are 
more  highly  respected  in  the  community  than 
they  are.  Grandfather  James  Lewis  was  a native 
of  this  county,  and  like  his  ancestors,  was  a 
farmer.  His  father,  a highly  educated  man,  bear- 
ing the  same  Christian  name,  James,  left  his  home 
and  friends  in  England  when  arriving  at  matu- 
rity, to  found  a home  and  make  a livelihood  in 
the  new  world,  and  settled  permanently  in  this 
vicinity,  where  his  descendants  reside  to-day. 

The  birth  of  John  L.  Lewis  took  place  upon  a 
farm  in  the  third  district  in  1859,  anc^  in  rural 


occupations  passed  many  happy,  thoughtless 
years  of  childhood.  Such  education  as  he  gained 
was  that  to  be  had  in  the  district  schools.  When 
he  was  twenty-one  he  rented  a farm  in  another 
part  of  this  county,  and  continued  to  manage  it 
for  some  eight  years  with  very  good  results.  As 
he  was  not  far  away  from  Fairlee,  he  often  under- 
took carpentering  work  in  the  town  and  vicinity. 
In  1890  he  purchased  the  general  store  of  Robert 
R.  Ouail,  of  Fairlee,  and  is  still  engaged  in  run- 
ning the  business.  He  carries  a well-selected 
stock  of  provisions,  dry  goods,  etc.,  in  short, 
everything  usually  found  in  a store  of  this  size 
and  description.  Being  one  of  the  local  leaders 
in  the  Democracy,  his  friends  secured  him  the 
appointment  of  postmaster,  his  first  office  being 
held  under  Cleveland  in  1893.  He  met  all  the 
requirements  of  the  position  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  political  opponents,  as  well  as  those  who  sup- 
port the  Democracy.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  coun- 
cil, of  the  Order  of  Heptasophs  here,  and  is  chap- 
lain of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics.  For  the  past  eight  years 
he  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

In  1881  Mr.  Lewis  married  Miss  Ruth  Quail, 
of  this  place,  and  they  have  five  children  at  home. 
They  are  named  in  order  of  birth:  James  R., 

Hattie,  Agnes  Q.,  Raymond  and  Walter.  Grace 
R.  and  Howard  L-  died  in  infancy. 


LARENCE  E.  COLLINS,  D.  D.  S.,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Cris- 
field,  Somerset  County,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Ward  & Collins,  who  are  doing 
a paying  drug  business  in  this  place.  He  is  an 
energetic  young  man  and  possesses  that  self- 
reliance  and  courage  in  the  face  of  difficulties 
that  ultimately  win  success  in  spite  of  adverse 
circumstances.  Moreover,  he  is  a man  of  princi- 
ple and  true  merit,  and  is  very  popular  with  the 
best  class  of  society  in  this  town. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Collins  is  Jacob  A.  Collins,  a 
native  of  Laurel,  Del.  He  has  been  actively  oc- 
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cupied  in  various  business  undertakings  there, 
principally  though  in  running  a lumber  yard  and 
operating  a fruit  farm.  In  politics  he  long  ago 
espoused  the  platform  of  the  Democracy,  but  has 
considered  his  duty  done  when  he  cast  his  regu- 
lar vote  at  elections.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  its  prosperity  and  growth.  His  father 
was  Levi  Collins,  a native  of  the  same  locality 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  Jacob  Collins  mar- 
ried Julia  Hitch,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  same  neighborhood  as  himself.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  devoted  wife  and  loving  mother 
was  called  upon  to  leave  her  earthly  home  when 
she  was  forty-two  years  of  age.  She  had  long 
been  a consistent  Christian  and  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was 
ready  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  angel  of  death. 

Clarence  E.  Collins  was  born  January  16, 
1871,  in  Laurel,  Del.,  and  in  his  boyhood  was  a 
pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town. 
Later  he  entered  Conference  Academy  at  Dover, 
Del.,  and  at  the  end  of  three  and  a. half  years 
graduated,  in  1891.  He  then  taught  school  in 
Seaford,  Del.,  during  one  six  months’  term,  when, 
being  offered  a position  as  assistant  superintend- 
ent of  the  Crisfield  Academy,  he  came  to  this 
place  and  completed  the  year  in  that  capacity. 
His  next  move  was  to  take  a clerkship  with  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  his  partner  in  the  drug 
store  owned  by  him,  and  after  a time  pursued  a 
course  of  study  and  took  lectures  from  the 
National  Institute  of  Pharmacy  of  Chicago.  He 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1895,  and  upon 
his  immediate  return  to  Crisfield  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Ward  & Collins,  as  the  style 
now  goes.  The  following  October  he  entered  the 
University  of  Maryland,  graduating  from  the 
dental  department  in  the  class  of ’97.  Soon  after- 
wards he  opened  his  dental  office  here  and  is  now 
getting  well  established  in  practice. 

Though  not  a politician  in  the  ordinary  accept- 
ance of  the  term,  Dr.  Collins  is  quite  active  in 
the  support  of  his  friends  who  happen  to  be  upon 
the  Democratic  ticket.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  and 


of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  When 
he  was  a youth  of  about  seventeen  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always 
since  been  quite  active  in  its  work.  He  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him 
and  is  entirely  worthy  of  such  esteem. 


AMES  H.  CULLIN,  a very  popular  young 
man  of  Asbury  district,  Somerset  County, 
is  the  proprietor  of  a general  store  here  and 
keeps  a full  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries  and  mis- 
cellaneous supplies  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
numerous  customers  hereabout.  He  is  an  active 
Democrat  and  his  many  warm  friends  in  this  com- 
munity brought  forward  his  name  as  a candidate 
for  nomination  for  the  house  of  delegates  in  1897. 
He  is  a successful  man  of  business  and  is  par- 
ticular in  his  efforts  to  meet  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  Jacob  J.  Cullin,  a 
native  of  this  district,  wherein  he  still  resides, 
his  occupation  in  life  being  that  of  a farmer. 
Though  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Democracy, 
he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  as  he 
prefers  to  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  homestead.  His  good  wife 
was  a Miss  Mary  A.  Nelson  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage, and  was  also  born  and  brought  up  in  this 
immediate  locality.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  James  H.  is  the  third  in  the 
order  of  birth. 

As  the  whole  life  of  James  H.  Cullin  has  been 
passed  in  Asbury  district,  he  is  thoroughly  con- 
cerned in  whatever  makes  for  its  welfare  and  does 
all  in  his  power  to  advance  its  best  interests.  He 
was  born  May  1,  1859,  and  when  he  was  old 
enough  entered  the  public  schools.  He  continued 
his  efforts  to  obtain  an  education  until  he  was 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  started 
in  the  business  of  dredging  for  oysters  along  the 
rivers  and  bays  near  at  hand.  Thus  he  was  em- 
ployed for  several  years,  after  which  he  bought 
and  sold  oysters  in  wholesale  quantities  until 
1888.  Since  then  he  has  conducted  his  mercan- 
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tile  business  here  and  has  built  up  a paying  trade. 
He  is  a member  of  Somerset  Lodge  No.  28, 
I.  O.  O.  F. , of  Crisfield  and  of  the  Junior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics. 

In  1882  Mr.  Cullin  married  Miss  Arintha  J. 
Sterling,  of  this  locality,  and  two  bright  little 
daughters  have  come  to  grace  their  happy  home, 
their  names  being  respectively  Mamie  A.  and 
Maggie.  The  young  couple  have  hosts  of  friends 
in  their  community  and  are  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  all  who  know  them. 


OBERT  F.  DUER,  attorney-at-law,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Princess  Anne,  where  he  has  built  up  a val- 
uable and  increasing  clientage  and  gained  a repu- 
tation as  a rising  young  lawyer.  His  service  as 
secretary  to  the  late  congressman,  Hon.  Robert 
F.  Brattan,  prepared  him  for  active  participation 
in  public  affairs  and  gave  him  that  knowledge  of 
men  and  of  public  questions  so  indispensable  to 
young  men  of  this  generation.  In  addition  to 
his  legal  work,  he  is  secretary,  treasurer  and  di- 
rector of  the  Journal  Publishing  Company,  which 
was  organized  in  1896;  and  is  also  a director  of 
the  People’s  Bank  of  Somerset  County  at  Prin- 
cess Anne. 

In  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  the  subject 
of  this  article  was  born  August  23,  1871.  He  is 
a son  of  Edward  F.  Duer,  a native  of  Somerset 
County,  who  was  for  about  forty  years  a success- 
ful and  well-known  merchant  of  Princess  Anne. 
From  this  place  he  removed  to  Baltimore  and  en- 
gaged in  business.  At  this  writing  he  is  sixty- 
four  years  of  age  and  is  living  in  retirement  from 
business  affairs.  Politically  a Republican,  he 
was  at  one  time  active  in  the  councils  of  the  par- 
ty, and  was  once  the  representative  of  his  county 
in  the  legislature;  at  another  time  he  was  his 
party’s  candidate  for  the  state  senate  and  was  de- 
feated by  only  a small  majority.  During  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Princess  Anne,  he  was 
postmaster  for  eight  years.  He  married  Virginia 
W.  White,  a native  of  Princess  Anne  and  an  es- 


timable lady,  whose  co-operation  in  every  under- 
taking aided  him  in  the  securing  of  success.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Five  sons 
and  one  daughter  were  born  of  their  union, 
namely:  Edward  P.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hat 
manufacturing  business  in  Baltimore;  Bruce  W., 
Virginia  R.,  Robert  F.,  Henry  L.  and  Howard  S. 

When  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Princess  Anne  and  afterward  for  five 
years  he  was  a student  in  Washington  College  at 
Chestertown,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1891.  For  two  years  after  his  graduation  he  was 
deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Somerset 
County,  and  meantime  pursued  the  reading  of 
law  under  the  preceptorship  of  Hon.  Robert  F. 
Brattan,  of  Princess  Anne.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1893,  and  was  afterward  secretary  to 
Congressman  Brattan  until  the  latter’s  death, 
which  occurred  in  1894.  He  then  opened  an 
office  in  his  native  village,  where  he  has  since 
been  in  continuous  practice.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Heptasophs  and  Red  Men, 
and  politically  favors  the  principles  for  which  the 
Republican  party  stands. 


H ARLES  H.  ROSE,  M.  D.,  who  has  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  medical  profession  at 
Cordova,  Talbot  County,  since  September, 
1856,  is  a representative  of  a French-Huguenot 
family,  for  some  generations  residents  of  the  Isle 
of  Guernsey.  This  beautiful  island  is  about  thirty 
miles  in  circumference  and  lies,  like  a star,  upon 
the  bay  fifty  miles  from  England.  Its  situation 
and  appearance  are  picturesque;  to  the  eye  of  the 
traveler  it  presents  a scene  of  beauty,  with  its 
neat  cottages  surrounded  by  large  orchards,  and 
with  its  guernsey  lilies  growing  luxuriantly. 
Here  Dr.  John  Rose,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared,  and  from  this  place  he  came  to 
America  in  1817,  settling  in  Maryland.  A man 
of  superior  moral  attributes,  he  exercised  great 
influence  upon  others  and  was  a leader  of  men. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  identified  himself 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
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he  became  a lay  preacher,  but  at  the  same  time 
continued  to  practice  his  profession.  His  useful 
life  was  brought  to  a close  in  1874,  when  he  was 
seventy-three  years  of  age. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  Daniel  Curtis,  a native  of  Lon- 
don, England,  who  settled  in  Baltimore  in  1742. 
Under  King  George  III.  he  held  the  office  of  colo- 
nial justice  and  high  sheriff.  He  attained  the  age  of 
nearly  one  hundred  years.  One  of  his  daughters 
became  the  wife  of  General  Lasourd,  of  the 
French  army,  and  one  of  his  sons  was  the  late 
William  Curtis,  of  My  Lady’s  Manor,  Baltimore 
County.  Another  daughter  became  the  wife  of 
Richard  Bennett,  of  Elkton,  Cecil  County,  and 
their  daughter  Harriet  married  Dr.  John  Rose. 

Born  in  New  Windsor,  Carroll  County,  Md., 
March  27,  1834,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
five  j'ears  of  age  when  he  entered  the  public 
school  at  Westminster,  Carroll  County.  Later  he 
was  a student  in  the  Baltimore  schools.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  secured  a clerkship,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  read  medicine  in  his  fa- 
ther’s office.  He  attended  his  first  course  of  lectures 
in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  his  second  course  in  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1855.  In  the  following  year  he  came 
to  Talbot  County,  where  he  has  since  conducted 
a large  practice. 

Politically  a Democrat,  Dr.  Rose  was  elected 
upon  that  ticket  to  the  house  of  delegates  in 
1867.  In  1879  he  was  chosen  judge  of  the  orph- 
ans’ court  and  was  re-elected  in  1883,  serving  in 
all  eight  years.  While  in  the  legislature  he  was 
a member  of  the  committee  on  engrossed  bills,  and 
the  bill  under  which  the  public  schools  of  the 
state  are  conducted  largefy  engaged  his  attention. 
He  has  been  a strong  advocate  of  the  grange 
movement.  For  twenty  years  he  has  served  as 
vestryman  and  warden  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason.  May  7,  1868,  he  mar- 
ried Julia  E.,  daughter  of  James  H.  Ridgaway, 
now  of  Virginia,  and  a niece  of  the  late  Rev.  H. 
B.  Ridgaway,  who  was  connected  with  the  North- 
western University  at  Evanston,  and  was  the 
author  of  many  religious  works.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 


Rose  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Adela,  wife  of  Robert  C.  Morgan,  of  Cordova; 
J.  H.;  C.  D.,  of  Baltimore;  Harriet  and  Estelle. 


HARRY  PRICE.  It  is  about  two  hundred 
years  since  the  family  to  which  this  well- 
known  citizen  belongs  became  identified 
with  Kent  County,  and  its  various  members  have 
won  for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction  by 
their  intelligence  and  worth.  This  high  reputa- 
tion is  in  no  way  diminished  in  this  generation, 
and  our  subject,  who  is  counted  among  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  the  second  district,  displays 
in  a marked  degree  the  admirable  characteristics 
which  the  name  suggests. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Kent  County 
was  John  Hyland  Price,  a native  of  Sassafras 
Neck,  Cecil  County,  Md. , and  he  took  up  his 
residence  upon  what  became  the  old  family  home- 
stead, of  Stoneton,  in  the  second  district,  where 
he  spent  his  remaining  days.  There  his  son 
Benjamin  spent  his  entire  life,  successfully  follow- 
ing the  occupation  of  farming.  His  son,  William 
Henry  Price,  our  subject’s  father,  also  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  the  place  throughout  life.  On  attaining  to 
man’s  estate  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rachel  B.  Ringgold,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Rosalie  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
C.  H.  Schuyler;  C.  Harry;  and  Maria  E.,  wife  of 
Dr.  B.  S.  Roseberry.  The  father,  who  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  died  in  1852,  honored  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

At  Stoneton,  C.  Harry  Price  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  1848,  and  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  much  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads,  his  education  being  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  near  his  home.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
old  place,  which  he  has  since  successfully  oper- 
ated. I11  1890  he  also  bought  the  Yapp  farm 
adjoining,  and  now  has  five  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  as  valuable  land  as  can  be  found  any- 
where on  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  is  engaged  in 
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general  farming  and  fruit  culture  and  is  meeting 
with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  undertakings. 
In  1886  he  purchased  a house  in  Still  Pond,  which 
he  remodeled  and  has  since  made  his  home,  but 
still  looks  after  his  farming  interests. 

In  1880  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Price  and  Miss  Mary  C.  Baker,  a sister  of  James 
H.  Baker,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
Grace  R.,  Nannie  M.  and  Henry  Baker.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Price  are  both  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Public-spirited  and  progressive, 
Mr.  Price  gives  a liberal  support  to  all  enterprises 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  promote  the 
moral  and  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  the 
county  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  valu- 
able and  useful  citizens.  His  friends  are  many 
and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him. 


LARENCE  P.  LANKFORD,  an  attorney- 
at-law,  of  Crisfield,  Somerset  County,  is  an 
enterprising  young  man  who  stands  well 
among  his  professional  brethren  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  and  is  esteemed  as  a citizen  of  this  town. 
His  residence  here  dates  from  1892  only,  but  he 
has  made  many  sincere  friends  and  has  succeeded 
in  building  up  a very  good  practice  in  the  inter- 
vening years.  He  is  counsel  for  the  New  York, 
Philadelphia  & Norfolk  Railroad  and  for  the 
Crisfield  Ice  Company,  of  the  latter  being  also 
one  of  the  directors. 

A native  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Clarence  P. 
Lankford  was  born  February  8,  1864.  He  is  a 
son  of  Henry  S.  and  Mary  D.  Lankford,  and 
brother  of  H.  Fillmore  Lankford,  in  whose 
biography  will  be  found  a sketch  of  the  history 
of  the  family  at  some  length.  When  he  was  a 
child  of  about  four  years,  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  and 
there  was  passed  his  happy  boyhood  days.  He 
received  a good  education  and  upon  leaving  the 
public  schools  entered  Washington  Academy,  of 
Princess  Anne,  where  he  pursued  a classical 
course  of  study  and  ultimately  graduated  from 
the  renowned  Washington  College,  in  Chester- 


town,  in  1882,  where  he  had  been  a pupil  for  four 
years.  He  had  acquitted  himself  with  such 
honor  that  he  was  soon  tendered  a position  as 
vice-principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Crisfield. 
He  accepted  the  place,  but  six  months  later  be- 
came deputy  clerk  under  his  brother,  H.  Fillmore, 
in  the  court  house.  He  continued  in  that  re- 
sponsible position  for  seven  years,  from  1884  to 
1891,  putting  in  much  of  his  spare  time  in  read- 
ing law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  coun- 
ty in  April,  1891.  The  same  year  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  state’s  attorney  but  was 
defeated.  He  has  always  been  stanch  in  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a 
good  worker.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  of  Princess  Anne. 

December  12,  1894,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lank- 
ford and  Miss  Emily  Estelle  Marshall  was  sol- 
emnized in  Princess  Anne.  They  have  one  little 
daughter,  to  whom  they  have  given  the  name  of 
Priscilla  P.,  the  quaintly  sweet  old  Puritan  name 
endeared  by  association  to  the  people  of  this  fair 
land.  While  in  Princess  Anne  Mr.  Lankford 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


REENSBURY  TRUITT  BELL,  a well- 
known  business  man  of  Williamsburg,  Dor- 
chester County,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
this  county  and  is  deeply  concerned  in  all  things 
which  relate  to  her  growth  and  prosperity.  He 
is  a practical  miller,  understanding  everything 
about  the  business,  and  in  fact  literally  grew  up 
in  a mill.  He  has  been  a resident  of  this  town 
for  nearly  a decade,  and  in  1888  erected  the  mill 
which  he  has  since  operated.  He  owns  a con- 
trolling interest  in  the  concern  and  personally 
conducts  the  business.  The  capacity  of  the  mill 
is  from  thirty  to  forty  barrels  of  flour  a day,  and 
this  product  finds  a ready  sale  in  this  immediate 
locality,  as  the  excellence  of  the  goods  is  recog- 
nized and  needs  no  advertising  to  secure  con- 
sumers. 

His  grandfather,  Bose  Bell,  was  a native  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands,  but  settled  in  Delaware  in  ma- 
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ture  life  and  was  there  married  and  reared  his 
family.  Our  subject’s  father,  William  Bell,  was 
born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Joseph,  was  financially  inter- 
ested in  several  vessels  during  his  early  man- 
hood. Later  he  engaged  in  a milling  enterprise 
at  Gales  Town,  Dorchester  County,  with  fair 
success.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Mary  Truitt  be- 
fore her  marriage,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 

Greensbury  Truitt  Bell  was  born  in  Gales 
Town,  in  1861,  and  received  a liberal  education 
in  the  public  schools.  When  he  desired  to  put 
into  practice  upon  his  own  account  the  knowl- 
edge he  had  gained  of  milling  he  went  into 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  remained  there  until 
1882,  when  he  removed  to  Clayton,  Kent  Coun- 
ty, in  the  same  state,  and  resided  there  about  two 
years.  Then,  from  1884  to  1888,  he  ran  a mill 
at  Federalsburg,  Md.,  and  since  the  last-men- 
tioned date  has  lived  here. 

Mr.  Bell  owns  a very  pretty  home  in  the  village 
and  takes  commendable  pride  in  beautifying  the 
place.  He  was  married  in  1882  in  Clayton, Del. , 
to  Miss  Susan  Waples,  and  four  children  came  to 
bless  their  hearthstone:  Susan  Riley,  Mary  E. , 
William  Benjamin  and  one  who  died  in  infancy, 
unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  former  be- 
ing also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the  Prohibition 
party  platform. 


OHN  M.  COLSTON  comes  from  one  of  the 
old  and  representative  families  of  Dorchester 
County,  his  ancestors  having  resided  here 
ever  since  1740.  For  the  most  part  they  have 
been  industrious  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  as  such 
have  added  materially  to  the  resources  of  the 
county,  for  the  wealth  and  progress  of  any  sec- 
tion of  a country  depends  more  upon  her  agricult- 
urists than  any  other  class.  Our  subject  is  of 
English  lineage  and  the  identical  tract  of  two 


hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  which  he  owns  and 
cultivates  was  the  original  grant  of  land  upon 
which  his  ancestor  settled. 

John  M.  Colston  is  a son  of  Richard  and  a 
grandson  of  Levin  Colston,  both  natives  of  this 
vicinity.  They  were  successful  farmers  and  were 
much  respected  by  their  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances. The  grandfather  departed  this  life  in 
1832,  and  Richard  Colston  died  in  April,  1859, 
when  but  fifty-one  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
Annie  W.,  was  a daughter  of  John  Mace,  and  by 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, only  four  of  whom  survive.  They  are: 
Levin  J. , John  M. ; Mary  C.,  wife  of  Herbert 
Holt;  and  Richard  J.,  of  Caroline  County,  Md. 
The  faithful  and  loving  mother  survived  her  hus- 
band many  years,  and  lived  to  see  her  children 
good  and  useful  members  of  society.  She  was 
summoned  to  her  reward  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  March  23,  1893. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  upon  the 
old  farm  near  his  present  home,  January  2,  1850. 
He  was  a lad  of  scarcely  nine  years  when  he  was 
deprived  by  death  of  his  father’s  loving  care  and 
council,  but  he  had  a wise  and  thoughtful 
mother,  who  did  all  that  was  in  her  power  to  di- 
rect and  guide  her  children.  His  education  was 
such  as  was  to  be  had  in  the  common  schools  of 
this  county  and  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  attended 
school  for  one  year.  When  in  his  twentieth  year 
he  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead  here  and 
carried  it  on  very  well  until  1876,  when  he  came 
to  this  district  and  bought  out  the  interest  of  Dr. 
William  J.  Bowdle  in  the  drug  store  at  Church 
Creek,  and  has  conducted  the  store  ever  since. 
He  also  owns  the  old  farm  and  derives  a good 
income  from  both  enterprises. 

Mr.  Colston  has  always  taken  a commendable 
interest  in  whatever  he  has  considered  to  be  con- 
ducive to  the  upbuilding  and  prosperity  of  this 
community  and  the  public  in  general.  In  his 
political  relations  he  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
Democracy.  In  1 89 1 his  interest  in  our  school  sys- 
tem being  well  known,  he  was  elected  to  serve 
our  people  in  the  capacity  of  school  commissioner. 
Three  years  later  he  was  chosen  to  be  one  of  the 
county  commission,  and  was  president  of  the 
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board  for  two  years.  In  1896  he  was  a candidate 
for  the  position  of  judge  of  the  orphans’  court, 
but  was  defeated. 

In  1882  Mr.  Colston  married  Miss  Adela 
Graham,  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  Church 
Creek.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  E.  and  Mary 
Graham,  who  are  numbered  among  our  best 
citizens.  Two  daughters  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colston  and  are  named 
respectively,  Elizabeth  L-  and  Mary  Anna.  The 
family  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Church  Creek,  and  give 
liberally  of  their  means  to  the  furtherance  of 
worthy  causes,  whether  religious  or  charitable  in 
tendency. 


HON.  ROBERT  F.  BRATTAN,  who  departed 
this  life  May  10,  1894,  at  his  home  in  Prin- 
cess Anne,  Somerset  County,  Md.,  when  in 
the  prime  of  manhood,  but  forty-nine  years  of 
age,  left  a record  of  statesmanship  of  which  his 
friends  may  well  be  proud.  At  the  time  of  his 
demise  he  was  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  Washington,  but  this  high  position 
was  only  the  climax  of  a long  and  useful  political 
career  which  began  at  the  time  he  attained  his 
majority.  As  early  as  1873  he  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Dr.  G.  R.  Dennis,  in  the  Maryland  senate,  being 
by  some  ten  years  the  youngest  member  of  that 
honorable  body.  He  served  acceptably  on  several 
important  committees  and  his  ability  was  recog- 
nized by  his  re-election  in  1879  to  the  same 
assembly,  and  again  in  1887.  His  course  was 
ever  marked  with  a due  regard  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  his  life  was 
pure  and  upright  in  all  its  motives.  It  was  a 
matter  of  the  deepest  regret  to  his  hosts  of  friends 
and  colleagues  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  re- 
main longer  in  the  place  which  he  so  ably  filled, 
and  to  carry  into  execution  the  prophecies  of 
greater  renown  with  which  his  future  was 
accredited. 

The  birth  of  Robert  F.  Brattan  took  place  in 
that  part  of  Somerset  County  now  included  in 


Wicomico,  May  13,  1846,  his  parents  being  Jos- 
eph and  Elizabeth  Brattan.  The  father  was  a 
merchant  and  later  a farmer,  and  the  mother  was 
a daughter  of  Robert  Venables.  The  grandfather, 
Joshua  Brattan,  was  the  first  Democratic  sheriff 
of  Somerset  County,  and  was  a member  of  the 
house  of  delegates.  The  father  of  the  latter  was 
a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whose  wife 
was  an  aunt  of  President  Polk.  R.  F.  Brattan 
graduated  second  in  the  class  of  1866,  from 
Washington  College  in  Chestertown,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  July,  1867.  While  reading 
law  he  served  as  deputy  register  of  wills  in 
Somerset  County  for  about  three  years.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1868,  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Hon.  James  U.  Dennis,  and  in  the  intervals  of  his 
public  service  was  an  enthusiastic  practitioner. 

In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Brattan  married  Nellie 
H.,  daughter  of  his  old  law  partner,  ex-Senator 
J.  U.  Dennis,  and  niece  of  ex-United  States  sen- 
ator Dr.  G.  R.  Dennis.  This  worthy  couple  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children:  Cecilia  H., 
Nellie  Dennis  and  Robert  F.,  Jr.  Mr.  Brattan 
has  but  one  brother  who  survives  him,  J.  Y.,  of 
Baltimore;  a sister,  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Collier, 
of  Salisbury,  Md. ; and  five  half-sisters. 

A loyal  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  Mr. 
Brattan  was  connected  with  Manokin  Lodge  No. 
106,  and  was  worshipful  master  for  years  of  the 
same;  he  was  also  a Knight  Templar.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  his  alma  mater,  Washington  College, 
and  was  a director  in  the  Salisbury  National 
Bank.  Religiously  he  was  associated  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Princess  Anne,  being  one 
of  the  board  of  trustees. 


^jEORGE  LOWE,  a retired  farmer  residing 
in  Salisbury  district,  Wicomico  County,  was 
born  within  a mile  of  his  present  place  of 
residence,  March  4,  1807.  He  is  of  direct  Eng- 
lish descent,  his  grandfather,  John  Lowe,  having 
come  to  this  country  from  England  and  settled  in 
Wicomico  County,  while  his  two  brothers  who 
accompanied  him  settled  respectively  in  Delaware 
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and  Dorchester  County.  Samuel,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Salis- 
bury district,  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout 
his  active  life,  dying  at  the  home  place  in  1845. 
For  many  years  he  was  sexton  of  the  Spring  Hill 
Episcopal  Church,  which  position  his  father  had 
also  held.  He  was  a successful  man,  and  of  a 
generous,  accommodating  disposition,  kind  to  all 
with  whom  he  was  thrown  in  contact.  His  wife, 
Ruth,  was  a daughter  of  William  C.  Mills,  and 
died  in  1864.  Of  their  eight  children  our  subject 
is  the  sole  survivor. 

When  a boy  Mr.  Lowe  attended  the  country 
schools,  which,  however,  were  far  inferior  to 
those  of  the  present  age,  and  his  education  was 
therefore  obtained  rather  from  experience  than 
from  text-books.  After  leaving  school  he  worked 
for  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1845.  In 
that  same  year  (January  15)  he  married  Mary 
Ann  Bounds,  of  Pontico,  and  settled  down  upon 
a farm,  Humphreys  Chance,  comprising  four 
hundred  acres,  which  came  to  him  by  inheritance. 
Here  he  has  since  resided,  but  advancing  3^ears 
prevent  him  from  taking  the  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  place  he  formerly  maintained. 
However,  he  still  superintends  its  cultivation. 
Notwithstanding  his  great  age,  ninety  years,  he 
is  still  in  excellent  health,  hale  and  vigorous, 
and  seems  stronger  than  many  men  twenty  years 
his  junior. 

November  12,  1895,  Mr.  Lowe  was  bereaved 
by  the  death  of  his  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of 
four  children  now  living,  namely:  Lizzie,  wife  of 
John  Trader,  of  Baltimore;  Lydia,  Mrs.  Whitely 
Woelford,  also  of  Baltimore;  John  S.,  who  lives 
one  mile  from  his  father’s  home,  and  Whitely, 
wdio  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 


ILLIAM  N.  WILLIAMS,  a very  well- 
known  citizen  of  Caroline  County,  is  the 
owner  of  a valuable  homestead  compris- 
ing some  four  hundred  acres.  Since  arriving  at 
his  majority  he  has  always  attended  soleljr  to 
agriculture  and  the  management  of  this  particular 


farm,  with  the  exception  of  a period  of  about  nine 
years,  when  he  was  interested  in  running  a gen- 
eral store  and  dealing  in  lumber,  in  Henderson, 
Md.  Pie  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  was  the 
only  man,  it  is  believed,  who  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  this  whole  county  the  first  time  our 
martyr  president  was  a candidate  for  election. 
He  was  honored  by  being  elected  county  sur- 
veyor twelve  years  ago,  and  has  held  the  office 
continuously  since  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  his  friends.  In  his  business  ventures  he  has 
been  very  successful,  for  he  is  the  happy  possess- 
or of  those  qualities  of  unremitting  industry  and 
perseverance  which  should  and  usually  do  bring 
rich  rewards. 

George  Newlee,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  is  the  man  to  whom  he  owes  a great 
deal,  perhaps  more  than  to  any  other  person  who 
has  influenced  his  life.  William  was  born  in  this 
county,  July  20,  1823,  and  was  left  an  orphan 
when  but  five  years  old,  and  was  at  once  taken 
to  the  heart  and  home  of  his  kind  grandfather, 
who  cared  for  him,  trained  him  in  useful  habits 
and  supervised  his  education  with  almost  a 
parent’s  love  and  care.  The  bo}^  was  the  only 
child  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Newlee)  Williams, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Caroline  County. 
George  Newlee  was  likewise  born  in  this  county, 
and  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  appointed 
here.  He  was  an  extensive  land  owner,  at  one 
time  having  over  four  thousand  acres  within  the 
boundaries  of  Caroline  County.  He  fought  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a noted  patriot  and 
loyal  citizen.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
he  was  always  considered  one  of  the  pillars  and 
held  the  office  of  class-leader,  etc. 

William  Williams  had  verj^  good  educational 
advantages  for  his  day,  and  is  thoroughly  well 
informed  upon  all  of  the  leading  questions  and 
issues  that  have  engrossed  the  attention  of  the 
great  minds  of  this  half-century  past.  He  in- 
herited over  four  hundred  acres  of  land  and  de- 
termined to  follow  the  example  of  his  forefathers 
in  the  choice  of  a life  vocation.  He  was  married 
on  the  i6thof  May,  1844,  to  Miss  Jane  L.  Clen- 
denning,  a native  of  this  county.  She  has  been 
a devoted  helpmate  and  a loving  mother,  and  is 
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a most  estimable  lady  in  every  respect.  They 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  only  seven 
of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. : Angie  L. , Mary  S. , 
Elizabeth  E.,  Carrie,  Alcade,  George  N.  and 
James  M.  Alcade  is  a ticket  agent  in  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. ; George  N.  holds  a like  position  in  St. 
Jo,  Tex.;  and  James  M.  is  in  the  commission 
business  in  Philadelphia.  They  are  all  young 
people  of  whom  their  parents  may  well  be  proud, 
for  they  are  bright  and  ambitious,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  excellent  grounding  in  upright 
principles  of  conduct  and  correct  business 
methods  and  are  sure  to  succeed  in  life. 


AMES  R.  PHILLIPS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  is  a 
leading  and  successful  physician  of  Preston, 
Caroline  County,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  and  engaged  in  practice  since  1875.  After 
coming  to  this  place,  he  erected  a commodious 
and  attractive  residence,  and  this,  with  its  cozy 
furnishings  and  air  of  delightful  comfort,  com- 
prises one  of  the  prettiest  homes  in  the  village. 
To  this  place  the  doctor  removed  after  having 
engaged  in  practice  at  East  New  Market  for  five 
years.  As  a physician  he  is  careful,  accurate  and 
thorough,  and  his  skillful  treatment  has  brought 
him  a place  among  the  leading  physicians  of  the 
county. 

Born  in  Dorchester  County  in  1844,  the  doctor 
is  a son  of  James  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Phillips,  the  former  a farmer  who  died  in  middle 
age,  leaving  a valuable  estate.  In  his  family 
there  were  five  children,  of  whom  Susan  and 
Sarah  died  in  childhood.  Elizabeth  married 
Hon.  A.  S.  Percy,  and  Mary  V.  became  the  wife 
of  William  James  Payne,  of  Dorchester  County. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Levin  Smith.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Richard  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Dorchester 
County  in  1770  and  spent  his  entire  life  as  a 
resident  of  that  county.  Twice  married,  his  first 
wife  was  a Miss  Jones,  and  his  second  a Miss 
Percy.  By  his  second  union  he  had  a daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Percy,  and  to 
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them  was  born  one  daughter,  Sarah  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Phillips.  Richard  Phillips  was  a son 
of  Edward  Phillips,  who  was  probably  a native 
of  England  and  settled  in  Dorchester  County  in 
1750,  where  he  married  and  reared  his  family  of 
six  children,  Samuel,  John,  Edward,  Richard, 
Sarah  and  Annie. 

The  literary  education  of  Dr.  Phillips  was  ob- 
tained in  Princeton  College,  and  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1867. 
Immediately  afterward  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1869.  During  the 
same  year  he  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Percy,  and 
established  his  home  in  East  New  Market,  where 
he  remained  until  his  removal  to  Preston.  He 
resided  in  Laurel,  Prince  George’s  County,  Md., 
from  1878  to  1884,  when  he  again  returned  to 
Preston.  He  and  his  wife  have  four  children  liv- 
ing; Mary  P.,  wife  of  Elbert  Douglas;  Elizabeth, 
Nellie  and  James  Richard.  Two  died,  viz.: 
W.  Percy,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  Agatha  H., 
who  died  in  childhood.  The  family  are  identified 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  are  attendants  at 
its  services.  While  the  doctor  has  never  been 
active  as  a politician,  he  is  well  posted  upon  sub- 
jects pertaining  to  public  affairs,  and  always  casts 
his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  fraternal 
relations  he  is  identified  with  the  Masons. 


ILLIAM  TRYSTRAM  STEVENS,  an  in- 
dustrious young  farmer  of  the  fourth  district 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  is  one  of  our  most 
successful  agriculturists.  He  is  public-spirited, 
and  made  a good  record  for  himself  and  party  dur- 
ing the  time  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  county 
commissioner  in  1894-95.  He  was  further  honored 
by  being  elected  county  treasurer,  and  met  the 
responsibilities  of  that  important  position  with 
fidelity,  promptness  and  an  exact  regard  to  every 
detail  which  was  very  creditable.  He  is  a fine 
financier  and  uses  excellent  judgment  in  all  affairs 
of  business. 

That  a man  may  become  worthy  of  all  respect 
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and  a grand,  noble  character,  despite  adverse  en- 
vironment finds  exemplification  in  the  life  of  onr 
subject’s  esteemed  father.  He  was  a poor  boy, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Virginia,  but  much  of  his 
early  history  is  uncertain,  as  his  parents  both 
died  in  Virginia  while  he  was  yet  a child.  He 
went  to  Baltimore,  and  from  that  city  to  Kent 
Island,  where  he  found  friends  in  the  family  of 
his  uncle,  Trystram  Weedon,  and  under  their 
hospitable  roof  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
always  noted  for  his  bright  mind  and  lovable 
qualities  and  it  is  not  strange  that  he  developed 
into  a useful,  earnest  man.  He  took  for  a middle 
name  the  given  name  of  his  kind  patron  and  was 
known  as  William  Trystram  Stevens.  He  mar- 
ried into  a good  family,  that  of  Jacob  Legg,  and 
to  himself  and  wife,  Annie,  two  children  were 
born.  He  died  in  1868,  when  his  son  William 
was  but  a few  months  old,  and  his  little  daughter, 
Georgia,  died  the  same  year.  The  young  widow 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  William  T.  C. 
Norman,  and  of  their  three  children  only  the 
eldest  survives. 

William  T.  Stevens,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  same 
locality  where  he  dwells  to-day,  in  1868,  and  re- 
ceived almost  a father’s  care  at  the  hands  of  his 
step-father.  His  common  school  education  was 
supplemented  by  a course  of  training  in  practical 
business  methods  at  Eaton-Burnett  Commercial 
College,  in  Baltimore.  Then  he  was  given  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  A.  J.  W.  Stevens, 
commission  merchant,  and  remained  in  his  employ 
about  four  years.  Returning  to  the  island,  he 
started  in  business  for  himself,  but  later  sold  out 
and  has  since  given  his  energies  to  farming. 
From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase until  he  now  owns  nearly  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  he  personally 
superintends  and  cultivates.  He  raises  both 
wheat  and  corn  and  has  a large  and  fine  orchard, 
where  an  extensive  crop  of  peaches  is  garnered 
each  season. 

I11  January,  1892,  Mr.  Stevens  married  Miss 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Peter  Cockey,  who  comes 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Maryland.  The 
young  couple  have  two  bright,  interesting  little 
ones,  William  Elliot  and  Katherine  Valerie. 


The)’  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  town  of  Stevensville.  Mr.  Stevens  has  always 
adhered  stanchly  to  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  endeavors  to  advance  the  suc- 
cess of  the  same  in  every  honorable  manner. 


HON.  ISAAC  THOMAS  COSTEN,  M.  D., 
was  the  first  mayor  of  Pocomoke  City,  Wor- 
cester County,  having  been  elected  to  that 
office  in  the  fall  of  1892  for  a term  of  two  years. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  state  central  Demo- 
cratic committee  for  fifteen  years,  and  in  1881  was 
elected  to  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates,  where 
he  served  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  party  friends. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  this  city  since  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  war  and  is  in  thorough  sympathy 
with  all  efforts  to  increase  our  advantages,  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  local  education  or  enlarge  our 
industries. 

The  doctor  is  a son  of  William  and  Rosa 
Costen,  and  was  born  upon  his  father’s  farm  in 
Somerset  County,  about  two  miles  from  Pocomoke 
City,  October  10,  1832.  He  grew  up  as  a farm- 
er’s boy,  much  of  his  time  and  energies  being 
given  to  the  general  work  of  the  place.  After 
leaving  the  common  schools  he  entered  Washing- 
ton Academy  in  Princess  Anne  and  began  teach- 
ing school  before  he  was  twenty-one.  While  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years,  he  was 
also  himself  a student  in  medical  lore.  In  1855, 
he  entered  Penn  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1857.  Going  to 
Rehoboth,  Somerset  County,  the  young  physi- 
cian opened  an  office  and  was  there  engaged  in 
practice  until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Virginia 
and  was  located  near  Modest  Town  two  years 
or  more.  This  brings  his  history  down  to  1863, 
in  which  year  he  became  a citizen  of  this  town. 
He  was  trustee  of  the  high  school  here  for  several 
years  and  is  an  elder  and  trustee  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  He  has  been  a member  and  also 
an  elder  of  the  congregation  for  a number  of  years 
and  is  very  active  in  support  of  the  work  in  its 
various  departments.  He  owns  a valuable  farm 
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of  two  hundred  acres  and  superintends  its  culti- 
vation. The  doctor  is  a member  of  the  state 
board  of  the  Maryland  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 

In  1S66  Dr.  Costen  married  Miss  Olivia 
Adams,  of  Somerset  County,  Md.,  and  their  seven 
children  are  named  respectively:  Rose,  Ellen, 
Mar}',  William  A.,  Addie  L-,  Olivia  and  Lizzie. 
The  eldest  daughter,  Rose,  is  the  wife  of  William 
J.  Young,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  he  being  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Lehigh  & Newington  'Railroad 
Company.  William  A.,  the  only  son,  is  a drug- 
gist in  Norristown,  Pa.  The  others  are  at  home. 


ILLIAM  F.  BYRD,  postmaster  of  Crisfield, 
Somerset  County,  has  acted  in  this  capacity 
since  February,  1895  .having  been  appoint- 
ed by  President  Cleveland.  He  has  been  quite 
active  in  the  support  of  the  Democratic  party 
since  he  became  a voter  and  in  1891  was  elected 
commissioner  of  this  county.  He  was  the  young- 
est man  who  ever  held  that  important  office  in 
the  history  of  Somerset  County  and  during  his 
term,  which  ran  for  two  years,  he  gave  universal 
satisfaction.  The  secret  of  his  success  undoubt- 
edly lies  in  the  fact  that  he  is  sincerely  conscien- 
tious in  his  endeavors  to  fulfill  his  office  to  the 
last  iota,  and  does  not  spare  time  nor  toil  in  car- 
rying out  the  wishes  of  the  public. 

William  F.  Byrd  is  a native  of  this  locality,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  December  9,  1865,  in 
what  is  now  Asbury  district.  His  father,  Will- 
iam T.,  who  was  born  in  the  same  district,  was 
an  oyster  man  and  mariner  during  his  entire  life. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  his 
fifty-seventh  year,  he  held  a state  position,  that 
of  oyster  inspector  for  this  vicinity.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  and  religiously  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a trustee 
of  the  congregation.  His  father,  David  Byrd,  was 
likewise  a native  of  this  county  and  was  a life- 
long farmer  hereabouts.  He  was  born  in  1804 
and  was  about  seventy-four  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  family  dates  back  to  the 


time  that  two  brothers  of  the  name  settled  in  this 
portion  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  having  come  here 
from  England  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of 
Maryland.  William  T.  Byrd  married  Mary  S. 
Lawson,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Lawson,  of  this 
county.  She  is  still  living  and  is  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  excellent  schools  of  Crisfield.  He  graduated 
from  the  high  school  here  when  he  was  about  six- 
teen and  the  same  fall,  before  he  had  reached  his 
seventeenth  birthday  anniversary,  began  to  teach 
in  the  school  from  which  he  had  just  emerged. 
He  was  second  assistant  in  the  primary  depart- 
ment and  taught  for  one  term  only,  then  embark- 
ing in  the  mercantile  field  of  enterprise.  He  con- 
tinued as  a merchant  for  about  eleven  years  or 
until  February,  1895,  when  he  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness in  order  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  public  duties. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Byrd  removed  from 
under  the  parental  roof  where  he  had  always 
lived  to  a pretty  little  home  in  the  suburbs  of 
Crisfield.  This  place  is  one  of  about  two  acres, 
located  in  Asbury  district.  In  1887  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Byrd  and  Miss  Sallie,  daughter  of  Alger 
S.  Sterling,  of  this  county,  was  solemnized.  They 
have  three  children,  namely:  H.  Clifton,  Warren 
F.  and  Athol  Lynde.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byrd  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
former  being  now  one  of  the  trustees  and  also  a 
steward,  and  is  president  of  the  Epworth  League. 


EN.  BENJAMIN  CHAMBERS,  who  years 
ago  was  one  of  Kent  County’s  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania October  16,  1749,  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Lee)  Chambers.  June  n,  1783,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Augus- 
tine Forman,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas 
Marsh.  From  Pennsylvania  he  removed  to 
Chestertown,  Md.,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  held 
the  commission  of  brigadier-general  and  was  in 
command  of  the  troops  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
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The  only  civil  office  ever  held  by  General 
Chambers  was  that  of  clerk  of  the  court  in  Kent 
County,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the 
governor  and  which  he  held  for  many  years.  At 
that  time  the  clerks  of  the  courts  were  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  the  state  and  were  not,  as  at 
present,  elected  by  the  popular  vote.  Men  of 
the  highest  character  were  selected  to  fill  the 
office,  which  was  regarded  as  a position  of  honor 
and  trust.  For  decision  of  character  and  good 
judgment  he  was  noted.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  every  enterprise  which  was  calculated 
to  promote  the  public  welfare.  Through  his 
long  and  useful  life  he  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

General  Chambers  died  January  10,  1816, 
leaving  the  following  children:  Augusta,  who 

married  James  Houston,  judge  of  the  United 
States  district  court;  Thomas  Marsh,  Ezekiel 
Forman,  James,  David,  Benjamin  Lee,  Elizabeth 
Caroline,  who  married  Col.  Joseph  Wickes,  and 
William  Henry.  Two  other  children,  Benjamin 
and  Margaretta,  died  in  the  lifetime  of  their  father. 


NON.  EZEKIEL  FORMAN  CHAMBERS. 
Maryland  boasts  of  many  distinguished 
men  in  the  annals  of  her  history,  and  among 
these  Judge  Chambers  bears  no  inconspicuous 
place.  He  was  born  in  Chestertown,  Kent 
County,  February  28,  1788,  being  the  son  of 

Gen.  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Chambers  and  a 
grandson  of  Ezekiel  and  Augustine  (Marsh) 
Forman.  His  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Marsh, 
was  a lineal  descendant  of  Augustine  Herman. 
When  he  was  a boy  Washington  College  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  seats  of  learning  in  the 
country,  and  in  that  institution  it  was  his  priv- 
ilege to  receive  his  education.  Immediately  after 
graduating  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  James  Houston, who  was  subsequently 
appointed  United  States  district  judge.  In  1809 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  in  which  he  soon  acquired 
a large  practice  and  gained  a great  reputation  as 


a trial  lawyer.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  raised 
a volunteer  company,  of  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned captain.  With  his  company  he  participa- 
ted in  the  battle  of  Caulksfiekl  in  the  summer  of 
1814,  and  his  coolness  and  bravery  were  so  con- 
spicuous that  he  was  specially  commended  by  Col- 
onel Reed,  the  commanding  officer,  in  his  official 
report  of  the  battle. 

February  n,  1817,  Judge  Chambers  married 
Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Maj.  James  Bowers,  of 
Kent  County.  He  continued  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  soon  became  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  the  state.  In 
1826  the  legislature  of  Maryland  elected  him  to 
the  United  States  senate  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Edward  Lloyd,  who  had  resigned.  He 
served  five  years  of  Mr.  Lloyd’s  unexpired  term, 
and  in  1831  was  re-elected.  Having  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  year  1834  a judge  of  the  court  of 
appeals  of  Maryland,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
senate  and  entered  upon  the  judicial  career  in 
which  he  subsequently  became  so  eminent.  At 
the  time  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  sen- 
ate he  was  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  with  two 
other  commissioners  to  represent  Maryland  in 
settling  with  the  authorities  of  New  Jersey,  a 
question  then  pending  between  the  two  states. 
In  those  days  gentlemen  who  aspired  to  the  high 
position  of  United  States  senator  did  not  make  a 
personal  canvass  in  Annapolis  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  much  less  descend  to 
those  low  and  degrading  schemes  which  have 
more  recently  characterized  such  contests.  Many 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  country 
were  members  of  the  senate  at  the  time  he  was  a 
member  of  that  body;  among  them,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, Henry  Clay,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Thomas  H. 
Benton  and  John  Randolph.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  senate  and  in  de- 
bate was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  ready  and 
able  members  of  that  body.  He  began  his 
judicial  career  in  1834  and  remained  on  the 
bench  until  1851,  when  a new  constitution  was 
adopted,  under  which  the  judges  were  elected  by 
the  popular  vote.  He  was  a member  of  that  con- 
vention in  which  were  assembled  many  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  the  state.  He  took  an 
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active  part  in  its  proceedings  and  without  de- 
tracting from  the  merits  of  his  associates  he  was 
conceded  to  be  more  able  in  debate  than  any 
members  of  that  body.  There  he  made  his  great 
argument  upon  the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office. 
The  question  before  the  convention  was  the 
election  of  judges  by  the  popular  vote  for  a term 
of  years,  they  to  be  eligible  for  re-election.  Al- 
though he  considered  the  election  of  judges  by 
the  people  an  unwise  provision,  he  considered  the 
tenure  by  which  they  would  hold  the  office,  if 
elected,  by  far  the  most  objectionable  feature  of 
the  proposed  system.  He  argued  with  great  force 
the  paramount  importance  of  preserving  the  abso- 
lute independence  of  the  judges;  and  that  to  elect 
a judge  for  a term  of  years  with  the  right  to  be  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  would  present  a tempta- 
tion calculated  to  influence  him  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties  and  to  weaken  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  his  integrity  and  impartiality. 
That  speech  was  never  successfully  answered 
and  was  at  that  time  and  has  been  since,  consid- 
ered as  strong  a presentation  of  the  question  as 
has  ever  been  made  in  this  country. 

The  ability  of  Judge  Chambers  as  a judge  of 
the  court  of  appeals  of  Maryland  is  attested  by 
the  numerous  opinions  he  delivered  during  the 
seventeen  years  he  held  the  office.  Those  opin- 
ions are  published  in  the  reports  of  the  cases 
argued  before  that  court  and  are  characterized  by 
clearness  of  analysis  and  strength  of  argument 
rarely  met  with  injudicial  opinions.  Under  the 
system  then  existing  he  was  also  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  judicial  circuit 
in  which  he  resided,  with  two  associates,  Judges 
Eccleston  and  Hopper.  As  a nisi  prius  judge, 
he  was  ready  and  prompt  in  the  trial  of  cases  and 
in  the  facility  with  which  he  dispatched  the  pub- 
lic business  he  was  not  excelled  by  any  judge  in 
the  state. 

In  the  year  1864,  during  the  Civil  war,  the 
federal  soldiers  had  control  of  Maryland.  A con- 
stitutional convention  was  assembled  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  abolishing  the  constitution  of 
1851  and  adopting  another.  The  members  who 
constituted  the  majority  of  that  body  had  been 
elected  by  the  influence  of  the  military.  Judge 


Chambers  was  also  a member  of  that  convention, 
having  been  elected  by  the  conservative  voters  of 
his  native  county.  The  most  ultra  propositions, 
which  attacked  not  only  the  rights  of  private 
property,  but  also  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  vote, 
were  introduced  in  the  convention.  Judge  Cham- 
bers, although  opposed  to  the  secession  of  the 
southern  states,  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  step 
was  not  justified  by  any  act  of  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment, protested  against  those  revolutionary 
measures  and  .used  every  effort  in  his  power  to 
defeat  them.  His  opposition  was  unavailing,  as 
neither  argument  nor  a sense  of  justice  could  in- 
fluence those  who  had  control  of  that  convention 
and  who  intended  by  such  means  to  perpetuate 
their  power. 

Judge  Chambers  was  a member  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  and  had  been  one  of  the 
vestrymen  of  the  church  in  Chestertown  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  He  took  an  active  interest  in 
every  matter  which  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
church  and  was  for  many  years  a delegate  to  its 
general  conventions.  His  profound  knowledge  of 
the  constitution  and  canons  of  the  church  gave 
him  great  prominence  in  those  conventions,  and 
the  influence  of  his  opinions  was  always  felt  and 
acknowledged.  For  many  years  previous  to  his 
death  he  was  president  of  the  board  of  visitors 
and  governors  of  Washington  College,  his  alma 
mater,  and  uniformly  manifested  a deep  interest 
in  its  success  and  welfare.  When  he  retired 
from  the  bench  in  1851  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession  to  the  extent  of  participating  in 
the  trial  of  cases,  and  the  same  vigor  and  ability 
for  which  he  had  been  distinguished  in  early  life 
were  again  displayed.  He  possessed  a vigorous 
intellect,  with  quickness  of  perception  which 
amounted  almost  to  intuition,  combining  a re- 
markable power  of  analysis  and  irresistible  logic. 
As  a speaker  he  was  calm  and  unitnpassioned, 
addressing  himself  to  the  judgment  and  reason 
of  his  audience.  He  never  indulged  in  declama- 
tion and  lightly  esteemed  that  style  of  oratory. 
He  deservedly  ranked  among  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  Maryland  and  was  so  regarded  by 
his  contemporaries. 

He  died  February  28,  1867,  leaving  the  follow- 
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ing  children:  James  B.;  Laura,  who  married 

George  L.  Davis;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  George 
W.  T.  Perkins.  P'our  of  his  children  died  while 
he  was  living,  namely:  Elizabeth  Augusta,  who 

married  Rev.  Dr.  Jones;  Sarah  Maria  Louise, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Owen;  Helen  and 
Mary  Clare.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  near 
Chestertown,  where  a suitable  monument  to  his 
memory  has  been  erected. 

HAMPDEN  POLK  DASHIELL,  of  Princess 
Anne,  is  one  of  the  active  and  progressive 
business  men  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  rep- 
resents a family  well  known  in  Maryland  history. 
When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  with  his  father,  and 
when  the  latter  retired  after  six  years  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  insurance  and  steamboat  busi- 
ness. Through  his  efforts  in  1888,  a bill,  which 
had  been  several  times  defeated,  was  passed,  ap- 
propriating different  sums,  amounting  finally  to 
$25,000  for  the  dredging  of  the  Manokin  River. 
As  manager  of  the  Manokin  Steamboat  Com- 
pany he  ran  a steamboat  that  connected  with 
the  Baltimore  steamers  at  Deal’s  Island  in  Tan- 
gier sound.  The  consolidation  of  other  com- 
panies into  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & Atlantic 
Railway  Company  forced  him  out  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  he  then  became  engaged  in  insurance, 
representing  eight  companies  as  their  solicitor 
and  their  adjuster  in  cases  of  fire  in  his  territory. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Seth  Dashiell, 
M.  D.,  was  born  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  where  he 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine.  He  died  when  advanced 
in  years.  His  father,  Arthur  Dashiell,  was  prom- 
inent in  Maryland  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Our  subject’s  father,  Hamp- 
den Haynie  Dashiell,  was  born  in  Accomac 
County,  Va. , but  when  an  infant  was  brought  to 
Somerset  County,  Md.,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  country  schools  and  the  Washington 
Academy  at  Princess  Anne,  after  which  he  read 


medicine  under  his  father’s  supervision,  and  also 
took  two  courses  of  lectures.  The  profession, 
however,  was  not  suited  to  his  tastes,  and  believ- 
ing he  could  succeed  better  in  other  lines,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  business  pursuits. 

The  family  owned  a large  tract  of  timber  land, 
and  his  first  business  enterprise  was  the  construc- 
tion of  a large  sailing-vessel,  which  was  one  of 
the  largest  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  He  took  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  Wilson-Small  Steam- 
boat Company  (of  which  he  was  an  owner  and 
director') , which  was  afterwards  merged  into  the 
Maryland  Steamboat  Company.  On  coming  to 
Princess  Anne,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Col. 
William  J.  G.  Polk  and  inaugurated  a mercantile 
enterprise  that  became  the  most  important  of  that 
time  of  any  concern  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  For 
about  thirty- five  years  he  was  connected  with  this 
business,  and  its  success  was  largely  due  to  his 
energy  and  ability.  The  money  gained  in  com- 
mercial transactions  he  invested  in  land  and  at 
one  time  was  the  second  largest  tax  payer  in 
Somerset  County.  However,  the  Civil  war  and 
depreciation  in  land  values  brought  him  reverses, 
as  it  did  to  most  of  the  southern  slave  owners 
and  planters,  and  his  financial  losses  were  very 
heavy.  He  believed  that  small  fruit  could  be 
cultivated  successfully  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and, 
acting  on  this  belief,  he  engaged  in  the  business, 
of  which  he  was  a pioneer  on  the  shore.  In  1878  he 
sold  out  his  mercantile  establishment  and  in  1879 
he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  register  of 
wills  of  Somerset  County  and  served  one  term  of 
six  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was 
re-elected  with  the  largest  majority  ever  received 
by  any  candidate  in  the  county.  During  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  he 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  managers  for 
Maryland.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  collector 
of  revenue  for  the  first  district  of  Maryland  at 
the  port  of  Crisfield,  which  is  the  third  largest 
port  of  the  United  States  in  the  number  of  ves- 
sels registered,  though  not  in  the  tonnage.  This 
position  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  suddenly  on  June  15,  1895,  being  caused 
by  apoplexy.  He  was  a man  of  unusual  mental 
and  physical  activity,  a tireless  worker  for  any 
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enterprise  in  which  he  believed,  and  always  loyal 
to  the  interests  of  his  county  and  state.  He  was 
recognized  as  the  champion  of  the  poor,  and  his 
distinguishing  characteristic  was  charity.  His 
name  was  mentioned  as  a candidate  for  congress 
in  1892,  and  he  was  frequently  honored  by  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust.  Not  infrequently  he 
represented  his  party  in  state  and  congressional 
conventions  as  a delegate.  Fraternally  he  was 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  For  many 
years  he  was  a vestryman  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member. 

A list  of  the  enterprises  with  which  H.  H. 
Dashiell  wTas  connected  would  include  the  most 
important  plans  devised  for  local  progress.  He 
was  a promoter  and  projector  and  always  a direc- 
tor of  the  old  Eastern  Shore  Railroad,  now  the 
New  York,  Philadelphia  & Norfolk  Railroad. 
As  a director,  and  afterwards  president  of  the 
Atlantic  Hotel  Company,  he  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  founding  of  the  popular  summer 
resort  of  Ocean  City,  Md.  He  was  also  a pro- 
moter and  director  and  for  a number  of  years  the 
president  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties,  and  also  a trus- 
tee of  Old  Washington  Academy.  Not  only  was 
he  interested  in  the  raising  of  fruit,  but  also  in 
its  canning  and  shipping,  and  he  was  the  first  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  evaporating  small  fruits.  For 
some  time  he  was  connected  with  the  old  Mary- 
land Fruit  Packing  Company,  of  Princess  Anne. 

Three  times  married,  the  first  wife  of  H.  H. 
Dashiell  was  Eleanor  Kennerly , daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Kennerly,  and  a native  of  what  is  now 
Wicomico  County.  She  died  in  young  woman- 
hood, leaving  a son,  Cassius  Marion,  who  is  now 
an  attorney  at  home  and  also  interested  in  the 
fruit-packing  business.  His  second  marriage 
united  him  with  Aurelia,  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Julia  Ann  Kennerly,  who  died  in  1857.  She  left 
an  only  son,  Hampden  P. , who  was  born  in  Prin- 
cess Anne,  September  18,  1856,  and  was  only  six 
months  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Afterward 
Mr.  Dashiell  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Col. 
William  T.  G.  Polk.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons,  namely:  Edwin,  who  died  in  boy- 
hood; John  Woodford,  a railroad  man  now  in 


West  Virginia;  Louis,  who  is  also  interested  in 
railroading  and  resides  in  Maryland;  and  William 
Henry,  an  agriculturist  of  Somerset  County. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  Washington  Academy.  He  left  school  to 
engage  in  business,  and  has  since  led  an  active 
and  successful  life.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 
For  several  years  he  wTas  clerk  to  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  was  the  first  county 
treasurer  under  the  law  creating  that  office  in  the 
county,  being  elected  to  the  office  while  still  serv- 
ing as  clerk.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  . 
united  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  now  senior  warden  of  Somerset  parish. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Heptasophs. 
Besides  his  other  interests,  he  owns  several  farms 
and  other  valuable  real  estate.  He  is  a director  and 
was  a promoter  of  the  People’s  Bank  of  Somerset 
County,  located  at  Princess  Anne.  He  is  mar- 
ried, his  wife  having  been  Bertha  Bayly  Smith, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Smith,  of  Northamp- 
ton County,  Va. 


OL-  EDWARD  LLOYD.  “Wye  House”  is 
one  of  the  best  known  estates  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.  It  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye 
River,  in  Easton  district,  Talbot  County,  and 
takes  its  name  from  the  Wye  River  in  Wales, 
near  which  the  family  resided  in  generations  long 
gone  by.  While  the  value  and  size  of  the  estate 
were  greatly  diminished  by  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
Civil  war,  it  is  still  one  of  the  principal  places  in 
the  county.  As  in  the  happy  days  before  the 
war  hospitality  was  one  of  the  principal  character- 
istics of  the  family,  so  it  is  now.  Many  people 
of  renown  have  been  entertained  within  the  home, 
not  the  least  important  of  whom  was  Jefferson 
Davis,  who  was  frequently  a guest  here. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Lloyd  family  in 
America  was  Edward  Lloyd,  who  came  to  the 
colony  of  Maryland  in  1640  and  afterward  figured 
conspicuously  in  the  history  of  the  province, 
being  surveyor-general  and  also  governor  of  the 
province  under  Lord  Baltimore.  He  emigrated 
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from  Wales,  where  another  branch  of  the  family 
now  possesses  estates  on  the  river  Wye.  Receiv- 
ing a large  grant  of  land  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  he 
gave  the  name  of  Wye  to  the  river  that  bordered 
it.  The  estate  has  continued  in  the  family  and 
large  additions  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  the  present  value  of  the  place,  now 
owned  by  our  subject,  is  considerable. 

It  may  be  said  that  perhaps  no  other  family  in 
the  history  of  Maryland,  from  its  earliest  settle- 
ment to  the  present  time,  has  furnished  so  many 
distinguished  and  able  men  to  the  country  as  has 
this  family.  The  colonel’s  great-grandfather  was 
a member  of  the  continental  congress  and  his 
portrait  is  included  among  the  figures  in  the 
great  painting,  “Washington  Resigning  his  Com- 
mission,’’ that  hangs  in  the  senate  chamber.  The 
grandfather,  also  a man  of  great  talent  and  illus- 
trious name,  was  president  of  the  senate  of  Mary- 
land, member  of  the  United  States  senate,  and 
governor  of  Maryland  from  1809-181 1.  The  father 
was  president  of  the  senate  in  1851-52.  All  of 
these  bore  the  name  of  Edward,  a name  that  has 
been  given  to  the  eldest  son  of  each  generation 
following  the  original  settler.  There  are  eight 
Edward  Lloyds  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  at 
Wye  House  and  three  of  the  name  are  still  liv- 
ing. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Easton 
district,  at  the  old  homestead,  and,  as  above  inti- 
mated, was  a man  of  much  prominence.  In 
youth  he  took  a course  of  medical  lectures  in 
Philadelphia,  but  being  the  possessor  of  an  ample 
fortune  he  never  practiced  his  profession.  His 
time  was  given  to  the  management  of  his  planta- 
tion and  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  the  in- 
cumbent of  local  and  state  offices.  He  was  a 
senator  from  Maryland  and  in  1851  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  constitutional  convention.  His  death 
occurred  in  August,  1861.  His  marriage  united 
him  with  Alicia,  daughter  of  Michael  McBlair, 
who  was  a prominent  merchant  in  the  early  days 
of  Baltimore.  She  died  in  1838,  having  been  the 
mother  of  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Edward;  Alice,  widow  of  Gen.  Charles  S.  Winder, 
of  Easton  district,  who  was  killed  at  Cedar 
Mountain  during  the  Civil  war.  (He  was  a 


graduate  of  West  Point  and  was  in  the  command 
of  “Stonewall’’  Jackson.)  and  Sally  S.,  widow  of 
David  C.  Trimble,  who  was  a son  of  Gen.  I.  R. 
Trimble. 

During  the  past  fifty  years  Colonel  Lloyd  has 
borne  a distinguished  part  in  the  political  and 
social  history  of  Maryland.  He  was  born  Oc- 
tober 22,  1825,  in  Baltimore,  Md.  He  attended 
the  local  schools,  also  studied  at  College  Point, 
L.  I-,  where  he  was  fitted  for  Princeton  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1847,  i11 
the  classical  course.  Before  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, but  passed  his  majority  before  the  opening 
of  the  legislature.  He  was  the  youngest  member 
of  the  body  and  acquitted  himself  with  great 
credit.  During  the  war  with  Mexico  he  entered 
the  state  militia  and  was  made  captain  on  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Tench  Tilgliman,  later  being  on  the 
staff  of  Major  General  Handy  as  major.  The 
Maryland  complement  being  already  filled  the 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged  was  not  called  to 
go  to  the  war.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  staff, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  of  Gov.  P.  F.  Thomas 
during  his  official  term,  1848-1852.  In  1849  he 
was  again  elected  to  the  house  of  delegates  and 
took  a leading  part  in  matters  brought  before  that 
body,  but  the  care  of  his  large  estate  took  so  much 
of  his  time  that  he  retired  from  public  life  in  order 
to  devote  himself  to  personal  interests.  He  was  the 
largest  slave  owner  in  the  state,  and  also  owned 
many  slaves  and  large  tracts  in  Mississippi.  The 
results  of  the  war  were  very  disastrous,  caus- 
ing the  loss  to  him  of  more  than  $1,000,000  in 
property. 

In  1876  Colonel  Lloyd  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate.  His  previous  experience  in  the  legis- 
lature was  of  great  value  to  him  now,  and  he  at 
once  took  a high  position  among  the  members  of 
his  party.  He  was  unanimously  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  in  the  session  of  1880,  receiv- 
ing the  full  vote  of  all  the  members.  In  1884  he 
was  again  chosen  to  represent  his  constituents  in 
the  house  of  delegates,  and  in  1888  was  elected 
to  the  senate,  of  which,  in  the  second  session,  he 
was  again  made  president  in  the  session  of  1892. 
A life-long  Democrat,  he  believes  firmly  in  the 
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principles  of  free  trade.  In  1896  he  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  “sound  money”  convention  held  in 
Indianapolis  and  was  an  elector  on  the  Palmer- 
Buckner  ticket.  By  travel  in  this  country  and 
the  West  Indies  he  has  gained  the  culture  which 
one  can  alone  gain  by  coming  in  contact  with  the 
people  of  different  localities  and  studying  their 
customs  and  habits. 

The  marriage  of  Colonel  Lloyd,  June  5,  1851, 
united  him  with  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  Charles 
Howard,  of  Baltimore,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
Eager  Howard  and  Francis  S.  Key.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  namely:  Edward, 
a lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy;  C. 
Howard,  at  home;  McBlair,  who  occupies  an 
estate  adjoining  the  old  homestead;  John  Eager, 
and  DeCoursev,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Chicago; 
Alice,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  who  are  with  their 
parents.  All  the  children  have  been  carefully 
educated.  The  family  attend  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 


OBERT  DINES  BRADLEY,  inventor  and 
constructing  engineer  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Caroline  County,  has  at- 
tained more  than  local  fame  through  his  success 
as  an  inventor,  and  is  accorded  a high  position  in 
the  scientific  world.  He  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
through  his  mother  traces  his  lineage  to  a French 
ancestor,  who  was  the  sole  representative  of  his 
family  to  make  settlement  in  America.  Born  in 
Federalsburg,  this  county,  in  1842,  he  is  a sou  of 
John  and  Chloe  A.  (Dines)  Bradley.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Dorchester  County,  engaged  in 
carpentering  throughout  his  active  life,  and  was 
known  as  an  expert  cabinet  maker.  In  his  fam- 
ily there  were  the  following-named  children: 
Sarah,  wife  of  J.  F.  Hurley,  of  Linchester; 
John  W. , P.  M.,  also  a resident  of  Linchester; 
Hon.  William  S.,  whose  home  is  in  Hurlock, 
Dorchester  County;  Robert  Dines;  Rowena  V., 
who  married  S.  B.  Le  Count,  of  Vienna;  and 
Walter  M. 


The  foundation  of  his  education  our  subject 
laid  in  the  schools  of  Caroline  County.  But  his 
studies  did  not  cease  when  he  left  the  school 
room.  On  the  contrary  he  has  been  a life-long 
student,  and  as  a result  of  his  investigations  he 
has  invented  a number  of  useful  things.  In 
hydraulics,  electricity  and  gas  he  has  been  espec- 
ially interested,  and  the  perfection  of  the  latter 
idea  has  been  perhaps  the  crowning  consumma- 
tion of  his  genius.  By  a “cold  process”  he  has 
developed  from  an  oil  of  great  commercial  cheap- 
ness a system  which  is  extraordinarily  safe  and 
economic,  and  for  which  he  has  obtained  patents. 
It  is  pronounced  by  illuminating  experts  capable 
of  revolutionizing  our  modern  system  of  lighting. 
The  flame  is  bright,  clear  and  pure,  and  through 
the  medium  of  an  incandescent  burner  is  second 
only  to  sunlight.  The  inventor  may  be  justly 
proud  of  this  last  creation  of  his  productive  brain. 

A many-sided  man  from  whatever  point  of 
vision  viewed,  Mr.  Bradley  is  well  balanced  and 
liberal.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican 
in  national  issues  and  is  an  eloquent  pleader, 
using  his  talents  generously  on  behalf  of  pure,  un- 
selfish patriotism.  From  principle  he  has  always 
declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a candi- 
date for  official  recognition  in  any  elective  position, 
though  he  has  been  frequently  urged  to  accept 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  deeply 
deplores  the  corruption  and  sham  patriotism  that 
prevail  in  our  loved  country  to-day  in  the  great 
political  bodies,  and  feels  that  the  fundamental 
principle  that  “all  men  are  born  free  and  equal” 
is  of  our  government  almost,  if  not  quite,  ignored. 
Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war, 
Governor  Hicks  commissioned  Mr.  Bradley  first 
lieutenant  in  the  state  militia,  and  later  he  served 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1882,  congress  hav- 
ing passed  a law  establishing  a foreign  steam  in- 
spection service,  Mr.  Bradley  was  appointed  by 
Secretary  Folger  to  inaugurate  the  same  at  the 
port  of  Baltimore  and  continued  in  the  office 
until  the  change  of  administration. 

In  Caroline  County  Mr.  Bradley  married  Mary 
C.  Noble,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  four  daughters,  all  refined  and 
cultured,  true  exponents  of  their  parent  stock. 
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Mr.  Bradley  is  still  in  the  prime  of  his  strength, 
and  gives  promise  of  a long  life,  which,  as  here- 
tofore, he  intends  to  devote  to  the  service  of  man- 
kind. His  laboratory  has  claimed  the  greater 
portion  of  his  time  for  years,  and  he  hopes  to 
make  yet  further  valuable  and  useful  inventions, 
appliances  and  discoveries  which  will  assist  in 
the  progress  and  uplifting  of  his  fellow-men  and 
be  of  universal  benefit.  His  talents  have  drawn  to 
him  many  friends,  contradicting  for  once  at  least 
that  “a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country  and  in  his  own  house.”  As  in  the 
field  of  science  he  has  sought  to  harness  and 
direct  God’s  great  material  forces,  so  in  theology 
he  ever  looks  for  God’s  great  and  eternal  truths 
and  avoids  following  in  the  wake  of  some  petty 
fossilized  theologian’s  worn-out  ideas.  To  him 
God’s  truth,  God’s  creation  and  God’s  providence, 
like  the  Divine  nature,  the  eternal  spring  from 
which  they  flow,  are  always  large.  To  his  man- 
ner of  thinking,  nature  is  not  too  large  a yard- 
stick by  which  to  measure  God’s  love  and  pur- 
poses; while  in  the  Gospel  writings  he  plants  his 
faith  like  a rock  upon  what  the  Son  of  Man  was 
pleased  to  call  ‘‘these  sayings  of  mine.” 


LONZO  R.  HORSEY.  The  success  which 
has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  subject  of  this 
article  is  the  result,  not  of  luck  or  the  labors 
of  others,  but  of  his  own  determination  and  en- 
ergy. When  a young  man  he  began  in  business, 
poor,  entirely  without  capital,  but  with  an  abun- 
dance of  enterprise  and  perseverance.  Notwith- 
standing discouragements  and  adverse  begin- 
nings, he  has  worked  his  way  forward  to  a 
position  among  the  foremost  men  of  Somerset 
County,  and  he  and  his  brother  are  recognized  as 
leading  business  men  of  Crisfield,  where  they 
have  a large  store,  stocked  with  a full  line  of 
merchandise.  They  have  a profitable  trade  among 
the  people  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country, 
who  place  the  greatest  confidence  in  their  judg- 
ment and  honesty. 

The  record  of  the  family  appears  upon  another 


page  of  this  volume,  in  the  sketch  of  William  P. 
Horsey,  our  subject’s  brother  and  partner.  Alonzo 
R.  was  born  in  Crisfield  district,  June  20,  1855, 
and  spent  his  early  years  with  his  parents,  mean- 
time gaining  a common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  about  nineteen  he  secured  a position  as 
clerk  in  a general  store  in  Crisfield,  where  he  re- 
mained about  two  years,  thus  getting  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he  has  since 
engaged  with  success.  In  1876  he  and  his  brother 
opened  a dry-goods  store,  and  they  operated  two 
stores  from  that  time  until  1895,  when  they  com- 
bined them,  forming  the  large  and  important 
business  they  now  conduct. 

In  1882  Mr.  Horsey  married  Addie  C.,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  C.  Nelson,  an  oyster  packer,  re- 
siding in  Crisfield  district.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Nelsie  E.,  Mildred  L.  and  Alonzo 
R.,  Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Horsey  favors  Democratic 
principles,  and  for  two  years  he  held  the  office  of 
notary  public,  under  the  administration  of  Gov. 
Frank  Brown.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics, 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Crisfield.  With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  has  served  the  congregation  as  stew- 
ard. He  is  interested  in  worthy  enterprises  that 
are  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people 
and  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  How- 
ever, he  has  no  time  to  hold  public  offices  or  par- 
ticipate personally  in  politics.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  and  directors  in  the  Bank  of 
Crisfield.  As  a business  man  he  is  keen,  aggres- 
sive and  shrewd,  and  justly  merits  the  prosperity 
he  has  won. 


AMES  E.  BACON,  a resident  of  Mardela 
Springs,  Wicomico  County,  was  born  in  the 
town  where  he  now  resides,  May  6,  1853, 
and  is  a son  of  William  and  Maria  J.  (Dashiell) 
Bacon,  natives  of  Sussex  County,  Del.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Bacon,  was  one  of 
three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  from 
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England,  one  of  whom  settled  in  New  Jersey, 
another  went  to  the  west  and  Henry  became  a 
resident  of  Sussex  County , Del.  For  some  years 
William  Bacon  operated  a sawmill  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business;  his  life  occupation, 
however,  was  that  of  a farmer.  When  the  Whig 
party  was  in  existence  he  advocated  its  prin- 
ciples, and  after  its  disintegration  he  became  a 
Democrat.  At  one  time  he  served  as  county 
commissioner.  About  1842  he  came  to  Wicom- 
ico County  and  here  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death  in  1891.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
member  of  a wealthy  and  prominent  French 
family  residing  in  Delaware,  died  in  Wicomico 
County  in  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  and  three  others 
survive:  Mary;  Thomas  Humphreys,  of  Mardela 
Springs;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Robert  G.  Robert- 
son, also  of  this  town. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  our  subject  began  as 
a farmer  upon  a piece  of  property  given  him  by 
his  father,  and  there  he  carried  on  a general  farm- 
ing business  successfully.  For  a time  he  was 
also  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  He  is  the 
owner  of  several  farms,  his  possessions  aggre- 
gating five  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church  and  a trustee  of  the  con- 
gregation. Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  Odd  Fel- 
low and  Red  Man,  and  has  gone  through  all  the 
chairs  in  these  various  orders. 

In  October,  1875,  Mr.  Bacon  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  C.  M.  Wright,  member  of  an  old 
family  of  Barren  Creek  district.  They,  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Charles,  who  cultivates  the  home  farm; 

Lillie,  Maud,  Lorenzo  and  Edna. 

- :■  - ? <-H f— — 

EOL.  JAMES  C.  NORRIS.  There  are  few 
of  those  accustomed  to  travel  throughout 
Maryland  to  whom  the  name  of  the  Avon 
Hotel  is  unfamiliar.  Erected  at  Easton  in  March, 
1891,  it  has  since  been  under  the  efficient  man- 


agement of  Colonel  Norris,  an  experienced  hotel 
man,  who  is  well  qualified  to  carry  it  on  in  a 
successful  manner.  The  building  is  substantial 
and  commodious,  containing  fifty-six  bedrooms, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  best  hotel  in  the  state  out- 
side of  Baltimore.  The  cuisine  is  unexcelled  and 
the  systematic  manner  in  which  ever}'  department 
of  the  business  is  conducted  has  had  much  to  do 
with  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

The  Norris  family  has  had  representatives  in 
Talbot  County  for  many  generations.  On  their 
old  homestead  was  erected  the  first  three-story 
house  ever  built  in  the  county.  During  the  war 
of  1812,  when  the  danger  of  an  attack  by  the 
British  was  imminent,  the  silverware  was  moved 
from  Easton  to  their  place,  where  it  was  held  in 
safety  until  the  British  left  the  state.  Thomas  * 
F. , the  colonel’s  father,  was  a son  of  Lambert 
Norris,  and  was  born  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  much  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  farm  work.  He  was  a reliable  and  honest 
man,  kind  to  the  poor,  generous  to  the  needy, 
upright  in  every  transaction,  and  thoughtful  in 
his  intercourse  with  others.  He  assisted  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
of  Easton,  of  which  his  wife  was  a member. 
Local  enterprises  also  received  his  co-operation. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Chambers. 
She  survived  him  twenty-five  years,  passing  away 
August  2,  1897,  when  ninety  years  of  age.  Of 
their  thirteen  children,  five  are  now  living: 
Thomas,  whose  home  is  in  Oxford,  Md.;  James 
C. ; Edmund  W.,  of  Hamilton,  Talbot  County; 
Kate,  widow  of  J.  B.  Elliott,  and  a resident  of 
Talbot  County;  and  Samuel,  a merchant  in 
Easton. 

In  Talbot  County,  where  he  was  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1835,  our  subject  received  a public-school 
education.  After  leaving  school  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  mercantile  business  in  Easton  for 
ten  years.  I11  May,  1865,  he  began  in  the  hotel 
business,  becoming  proprietor  of  the  old  Brick 
Hotel  in  Easton,  which  he  conducted  until  the 
Avon  Hotel  was  built  in  1891.  He  is  well 
known  to  the  traveling  public  and  has  a large 
share  of  the  transient  trade,  as  well  as  a num- 
ber of  regular  boarders,  among  the  latter  Judge 
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Stump,  who  has  boarded  with  him  for  thirty 
years.  Politically  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  title  by  which  he  is  known  was  given  him 
while  serving  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Jackson. 
For  years  he  has  been  identified  with  and  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  He  is  a member  of  the  American 
Legion  of  Honor,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he 
has  been  through  the  chairs.  His  first  wife,  who 
was  Miss  M.  E.  Kirby,  died  in  1872,  leaving  two 
children,  William  and  Kate.  His  present  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Helen  M.  Dobson. 


OUIS  N.  WILSON,  M.  D.,  is  a leading  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  of  Mardela  Springs, 
Wicomico  County,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  here  ever  since  he 
started  out  in  his  chosen  field  of  enterprise,  a 
period  of  over  twenty  years.  He  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation  for  ability  and  skill  and  aims 
to  keep  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  everything 
new  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  He  was  wise 
in  gaining  varied  experience  in  hospital  practice, 
under  judicious  and  old  physicians’ superintend- 
ence before  setting  forth  by  himself,  and  to  this 
fact,  no  doubt,  is  attributable  much  of  his  success. 

The  father  of  the  doctor,  Levin  M.  Wilson, 
was  born  near  this  town,  as  was  also  his  father 
before  him.  The  latter’s  Christian  name  was 
Thomas.  Levin  M.  Wilson  was  a life-long  agri- 
culturist and  was  a man  of  influence  and  promi- 
nence in  his  own  community.  He  used  his  right 
of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  elected  to  the  Maryland  house  of  dele- 
gates in  1856,  where  he  did  good  service  to  his 
loyal  constituents.  He  chose  for  his  companion 
along  the  journey  of  life  Miss  Elizabeth  Bailey, 
who  proved  a faithful  and  loving  helpmate,  shar- 
ing his  sorrows  bravely  and  cheerfully  and  enter- 
ing into  all  his  happiness.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Johnston  Bailey,  a respected  citizen  of  the 
state  of  Delaware.  She  became  the  mother  of 
seven  children  and  died  in  1861,  regretted  by  all 


who  had  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  her.  In 
order  of  birth  the  children  are  as  follows:  Aurelia 
V.,  who  is  unmarried;  John  T.,  a resident  of  this 
place;  J.  Frank,  deceased;  Louis  N.;  Letitia  J., 
wife  of  P.  S.  Pusey,  of  Ouantieo  district;  Levin 
A.,  a merchant  of  this  town;  and  Elizabeth  A., 
wifeofS.  J.  Brown,  of  Mardela  Springs. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Wilson  was  born  about  a mile  from 
this  village  upon  his  paternal  homestead,  May  1, 
1852.  He  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood 
and  at  Salisbury,  later  going  to  Baltimore,  where 
he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
graduating  from  that  celebrated  institution  in 
1876,  the  year  of  the  Centennial.  The  next  five 
years  he  devoted  to  practice  in  Baltimore  and 
then  for  a year  was  in  Bellevue  Medical  College 
and  Hospital  in  New  York  City,  justly  renowned 
for  its  thoroughness  of  discipline  and  training. 
After  a course  of  lectures  there  he  settled  down 
here,  near  his  boyhood’s  home,  and  is  doing  very 
well  and  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  his  pro- 
fession with  ability.  In  politics  the  doctor  is  a 
Republican. 


NON.  L.  H.  COOPER,  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court  and  formerly  county  commissioner,  is 
one  of  the  well-known  public  men  of  Barren 
Creek  district,  Wicomico  County,  and  is  also  a 
successful  agriculturist.  He  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty -three  acres  of  well-improved 
land  comprising  the  farm  known  as  Miles’  End, 
which  he  has  owned  and  occupied  since  1858. 
During  this  long  period  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  supervision  of  his  farming  interests 
and  to  the  advancement  of  local  enterprises,  in 
all  of  which  he  maintains  a deep  interest. 

The  Cooper  family  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  Wicomico  County.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  Levin,  and  the  grandfather, 
Samuel  Cooper,  were  born  upon  the  same  farm, 
situated  near  Riverton,  in  Barren  Creek  district. 
Both  were  farmers  by  occupation  and  were  men 
of  honest  and  intelligent  characters.  Levin  was 
twice  married,  our  subject’s  mother  being  Mary 
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Walker,  who  died  in  1845.  Of  the  five  children 
born  of  that  union  two  are  living,  our  subject  and 
Severn  H.,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead. 

While  still  quite  young  our  subject  left  school 
and  began  work  upon  the  farm,  remaining  at 
home  until  he  purchased  his  present  place  in 
1858.  He  was  then  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  October  31,  1835.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  the  conventions  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  is  a firm  advocate  of  its  principles.  In 
1886-87  he  was  county  commissioner,  and  in 
1895  he  was  elected  to  the  orphans’  court  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  February  8,  i860,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  T. , daughter  of  William  H.  Bradley. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  their  marriage,  of 
whom  the  following  survive:  Irving,  a merchant 
at  Mardela  Springs;  William  M.,  of  Salisbury; 
Samantha,  wife  of  William  T.  Wilson;  Philena 
and  Charles  S.,  who  are  with  their  parents;  and 
Mark  R.,  who  is  in  Mardela  Springs. 


EMUEL  DUMBRACCO,  chief  deputy  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Queen  Anne’s  Coun- 
ty, Md.,  was  born  December  2,  1846,  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Agricultural  College  of  Maryland  and  at  Wash- 
ington College  of  the  same  state.  His  father, 
Lemuel  Dumbracco,  was  a descendant  of  an 
early  Scotch  settler  of  this  country.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Banning 
Hicks,  was  a descendant  of  the  Hicks  family  of 
Dorchester  County,  Md.,  and  the  Bannings  of 
Talbot  County,  Md.  Her  parents  were  of  English 
extraction.  Mr.  Dumbracco’s  father  was  for  many 
years  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  being  a leader  in  the  Whig  party,  and 
represented  his  party  several  times  in  both 
branches  of  the  Maryland  state  legislature. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  into  office  as 
deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  April  3,  1871, 
under  James  Wooters,  and  has  remained  in  the 
office  ever  since.  He  was  appointed  clerk  by 
the  court  upon  the  death  of  William  Dever,  in 
1892,  and  served  his  unexpired  term,  but  was 


not  a candidate  for  re-election.  He  was  re- 
appointed to  the  position  by  William  H.  Cecil, 
the  present  clerk.  From  1871  to  1882  he  served 
as  chancery  commissioner  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  but  in  the  latter  year  the  court  of  ap- 
peals promulgated  new  rules  requiring  examiners 
to  be  members  of  the  bar,  thus  debarring  Mr. 
Dumbracco  from  this  office,  he  not  being  an  at- 
torney. Previous  to  his  removing  to  Centreville 
he  had  learned  the  drug  business  in  Baltimore, 
and  for  eight  years  was  engaged  in  that  line  of 
enterprise  in  Baltimore  and  Church  Hill,  Md., 
retiring  from  it  in  1871.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Master  Mason,  being  a member  of  Centreville 
Lodge  No.  180,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  taken 
all  the  degrees  in  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Centreville. 

Mr,  Dumbracco  was  married  on  June  20,  1872, 
to  Ella  Faithful,  daughter  of  the  late  W.  E.  B. 
Faithful,  a prominent  landholder  and  merchant 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  She  died  May  15, 
1873.  Mr.  Dumbracco  resides  on  his  farm,  known 
as  Fishingham,  the  estate  of  the  late  Ward 
Tilghman,  located  near  Centreville,  where  he 
frequently  entertains  his  numerous  friends. 


HON.  JOSHUA  WELDON  MILES  is  not  only 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Somerset 
County,  but  is  considered  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative members  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Maryland.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  July, 
1880,  at  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  and  at  once  opened 
an  office  in  that  place,  and  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession 
in  the  state  and  federal  courts  of  Maryland.  In 
November,  1883,  he  was  honored  by  being  elected 
state’s  attorney,  and  served  efficiently  in  that 
capacity  four  years.  He  became  a partner  of 
Judge  Page  (whose  sketch  is  to  be  found  else- 
where in  this  volume)  in  January,  1888,  and  the 
firm  of  Page  & Miles  continued  in  business  until 
the  withdrawal  of  the  judge  in  1892,  because  of 
his  acceptance  of  a public  office.  Mr.  Miles  was 
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then  alone  until  1894,  when  lie  was  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  to  congress,  and  became 
the  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Miles  & 
Stanford,  which  connection  is  still  in  existence. 
While  a member  of  congress  he  acted  on  the  judi- 
ciary committee.  Ever  since  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority he  has  attended  the  state  and  congressional 
conventions  of  his  party  and  is  by  nature  and 
training  a leader.  He  was  defeated  for  re-election 
to  congress  in  1896,  the  Republican  party  elect- 
ing their  entire  delegation  to  the  fifty-fifth  con- 
gress from  Maryland  for  the  first  time  since  the 
war,  although  the  majority  against  Mr.  Miles 
was  small. 

A native  of  the  southern  part  of  Somerset 
County,  our  subject  was  born  upon  his  father’s 
farm  December  9,  1858,  and  there  passed  his 
early  years.  He  was  a pupil  in  the  public  schools 
and  also  had  private  tutors  until  he  was  sixteen, 
when  he  entered  the  Western  Maryland  College 
(of  Westminster) , in  the  sophomore  class,  and 
was  graduated  in  June,  1878.  He  then  took  up 
the  study  of  law  in  the  legal  department  .of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  was  also  in  the 
offices  of  Judge  Roberts,  of  Westminster,  and 
Dennis  & Brattan,  well-known  attorneys  of  Prin- 
cess Anne.  At  the  close  of  this  preparation  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and,  as  related  above, 
had  not  long  been  in  practice  before  his  merits 
became  a matter  of  public  notice.  While  in  con- 
gress he  received  unusual  recognition  for  so  young 
a man,  for  when  a vacancy  occurred  in  the  judi- 
ciary committee  he  was  appointed  by  Speaker 
Reed  to  fill  said  vacancy,  having  been  endorsed 
by  the  entire  Democratic  membership  of  the  said 
committee,  and  also  by  the  Republican  chairman 
of  the  same,  General  Henderson,  of  Iowa.  He 
also  served  on  the  committees  on  invalid  pensions 
and  private  land  claims.  He  is  a director  in  the 
Somerset  County  Savings  Bank  (and  its  attorney) 
and  is  solicitor  of  the  New  York,  Philadelphia  & 
Norfolk  Railway  Company,  for  the  state  of  Mary- 
land. 

I11  February,  1884,  Mr.  Miles  married  Miss 
Lillian  M.,  only  daughter  of  William  P.  and 
Margaret  A.  Rider,  old  and  respected  residents  of 
Princess  Anne.  Mr.  Miles  was  reared  in  the 


faith  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  but 
there  being  no  church  of  that  denomination  in 
Princess  Anne,  he  became  identified  with  the 
Manokin  Presbyterian  Church  shortly  after  his 
removal  to  that  town. 

The  father  of  Hon.  Joshua  W.  Miles,  Southey 
F.  Miles,  is  a native  of  Somerset  County,  and  has 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  chiefly  throughout 
his  life,  though  he  has  also  been  engaged  in  sev- 
eral other  lines  of  business  for  brief  periods.  He 
is  now  retired  from  active  cares,  and  is  passing 
in  restful  ease  his  declining  days,  being  now 
seventy-six  years  old.  He  was  sheriff  of  this 
county  one  term,  and  was  once  defeated  when 
running  for  the  same  office.  Under  the  first  ad- 
ministration of  President  Cleveland  he  was  col- 
lector of  customs  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Mary- 
land. His  wife,  the  mother  of  Hon.  Joshua  W. 
Miles,  formerly  Christiana  Roach,  was  a lady  of 
marked  intelligence  and  great  force  of  character. 
She  died  in  1885,  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  her 
age. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Will- 
iam Miles,  was  a native  of  this  county  and  lived 
to  be  eighty-four  years  of  age.  In  addition  to 
owning  several  large  tracts  of  real  estate,  he  was 
interested  financially  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
owned  large  vessels,  which  made  frequent  trips 
to  the  West  Indies.  The  father  of  William  Miles, 
whose  Christian  name  was  Henry,  the  paternal 
great-grandfather  of  Joshua  Weldon  Miles,  was 
likewise  a resident  of  this  section,  his  father  hav- 
ing emigrated  to  Maryland  from  England,  and 
thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the  family  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  history  of  this  county  from  its 
formation. 


LFREI)  J.  MOBRAY,  justice  of  the  peace 
/]  and  real-estate  broker,  residing  in  Vienna, 
/ l Dorchester  County,  was  born  near  Cam- 
bridge, Md.,  Friday,  May  20,  1836,  at  9:30  A.  M. 
Through  his  mother  he  traces  his  lineage  in  4 
collateral  line  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  while  on  his 
father’s  side  he  is  a descendant  of  John  Lord 
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Mobray,  one  of  the  crusaders  of  England.  His 
grandfather,  Levin,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Mo- 
bray, an  Englishman  by  birth  and  a surveyor  by 
occupation.  He  was  born  in  Dorchester  County, 
about  eight  miles  from  Cambridge,  and  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  and  many  slaves. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Levin  Mobray,  Jr., 
was  born  on  the  family  estate  and  was  a man  of 
excellent  moral  character,  honorable  in  his  inter- 
course with  all,  and  energetic  in  the  management 
of  his  real-estate  interests.  Decided  in  political 
opinions,  he  adhered  strictly  to  Whig  tenets. 
While  not  a member  of  any  church,  he  was  al- 
ways liberal  in  his  contributions  to  religious 
enterprises.  He  died  in  1856  at  the  old  home- 
stead. His  first  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1844, 
was  Leah  L-,  daughter  of  Hooper  Raleigh,  of 
Dorchester  County.  Of  their  six  children  three 
are  living,  namely:  Levin  W.,  of  Cambridge; 
Alfred  J.;  and  George  W.,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mr.  Mobray’s  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Leah 
J.  Howard,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Mary  L-, 
now  deceased. 

When  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  academy 
at  Cambridge.  In  1851  he  became  an  assistant 
in  the  circuit  clerk’s  office  in  Dorchester  County, 
and  while  there  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to 
reading  law,  with  which  he  became  so  familiar 
that  he  could  have  passed  an  examination  had  he 
wished  to  do  so.  Six  years  were  spent  in  the 
same  office,  when  failing  health  caused  him  to 
change  his  occupation  and  for  a year  he  taught 
school.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  became 
administrator  of  the  estate,  to  which  and  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  devoted  himself  from  1858  to 
1865.  During  the  late  war  there  was  much  ill 
feeling  between  those  who  favored  the  south  and 
those  who  favored  the  north.  He  was  a strong 
Union  man,  and  did  not  fear  to  express  his  senti- 
ments, though  he  made  enemies  in  doing  so.  At 
his  own  expense  he  recruited  a company  of  one 
hundred  men  at  Cambridge  and  sent  them  to  the 
camp  at  Baltimore. 

In  1866-67  Mr.  Mobray  was  sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  was  also  collector  of  state  and  county 
taxes  for  the  seventh  and  thirteenth  districts,  an 
office  then  more  important  than  at  the  present 


time.  The  bond,  amounting  to  a large  sum,  was 
furnished  by  his  friends.  On  the  conclusion  of 
his  official  duties  he  resumed  farm  work.  At  the 
Republican  county  convention,  in  1873,  he  was 
unanimously  nominated  for  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  Dorchester  County,  but  the  county  at 
that  time  being  overwhelmingly  Democratic,  he 
was  defeated  by  the  Democratic  nominee.  Dur- 
ing that  campaign  the  seeds  of  discontent  were 
sown  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  which  culminated 
in  an  independent  movement  in  1875  and  resulted 
in  the  election  of  several  Republicans  to  office. 
From  that  time  on  the  fight  has  been  fought  be- 
tween the  two  parties  with  varying  success;  in 
1895,  however,  the  county  was  Republican  by  a 
large  majority  and  is  still  under  Republican  rule. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  state  central 
committee  of  Dorchester  County  and  the  member 
from  his  county  on  the  Republican  state  execu- 
tive committee  from  the  year  1875  to  August, 
1885,  at  which  time  he  resigned  from  both  com- 
mittees and  partially  withdrew  from  active  poli- 
tics. From  1879  until  1885  he  was  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1888.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  to  a posi- 
tion in  the  navy  department  in  Washington, 
where  he  remained  until  1893.  Since  the  latter 
year  he  has  resided  in  Vienna. 

May  1,  1896,  Governor  Lowndes  appointed 
Mr.  Mobray  justice  of  the  peace,  without  any 
solicitation  on  his  part.  He  is  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Vienna  branch  of  the  Mutual 
Protective  Building  and  Loan  Association,  of 
Baltimore  City,  representing  a stock  of  $13,000 
here.  Since  coming  to  Vienna,  he  has  sold  forty 
farms  to  thrifty  farmers,  who  have  made  desirable 
additions  to  the  citizenship  of  the  county,  and  so 
honest  has  he  been  in  every  transaction  that  he 
has  yet  to  find  one  who  believes  he  misrepre- 
sented in  even  the  smallest  detail.  His  business 
is  large  and  extends  throughout  the  state,  and  his 
activity  and  enterprise  have  been  most  helpful  to 
the  Eastern  Shore.  At  one  time  he  was  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  still  prominent  in  church  work. 

November  14,  1861,  Mr.  Mobray  married 
Laura  E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  W.  Williams, 
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a physician  and  local  preacher  residing  in  Dor- 
chester County.  She  died  February  14,  1873, 
and  of  her  six  children  three  are  also  deceased. 
Those  who  survive  are:  Robert  W.,  a lawyer  of 
Baltimore;  Laura  E.,  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Hackett, 
of  Vienna;  and  Ada  G.,  who  married  James 
Hampson,  Jr.,  an  attorney  of  Baltimore. 


AMES  McFADDIN  DICK,  M.  D.,  a gen- 
tleman of  large  experience  in  hospital  work, 
is  now  holding  the  position  of  house  physi- 
cian in  the  Peninsular  General  Hospital,  located 
in  Salisbury,  Wicomico  County.  Though  he  is 
comparatively  a young  man  he  possesses  great 
energy  and  determination  of  character,  and  when 
he  came  to  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a hospital,  in  September,  1897,  the  success  of 
the  enterprise  was  assured  from  the  start.  There 
had  been  great  need  of  such  an  institution  in 
this  portion  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  it  will  be  well  patronized  by  those 
who  prefer  not  to  leave  home  to  go  to  distant 
cities,  when  they  can  receive  the  same  advan- 
tages and  skilled  assistance  nearer  at  hand. 

While  making  the  business  of  getting  a broad 
and  liberal  education  his  main  concern,  Dr.  Dick 
was  a student  in  Columbia  (S.  C.)  high  school 
and  later  in  the  University  of  South  Carolina, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Having  decided  to  become  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession  the  doctor  ma- 
triculated  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  in  Bal- 
timore, and  in  due  time  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  His  scholarship 
had  been  so  high  that  he  was  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  hospital  connected  with  the  University  of 
Maryland,  quite  an  honor,  by  the  way,  and  there 
under  the  supervision  of  many  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  city 
and  state  he  accomplished  his  initial  work  in  his 
future  vocation.  Next  he  practiced  in  the  Free 
Lying-in  Hospital  of  Baltimore  for  one  year, 
and  for  a similar  period  was  physician  in  charge 
of  the  Hospital  for  the  Women  of  Maryland.  With 


this  wide  and  general  experience  he  has  come  to 
Salisbury  and  is  already  doing  well  in  building 
up  a practice.  He  is  a native  of  Sumter  County, 
S.  C. , and  was  born  September  24,  1871. 

The  parents  of  the  doctor  were  Capt.  Thomas 
H.  Dick  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Capt.  J.  D. 
McFaddin.  The  father  won  his  title  during  the 
war,  when  he  was  in  command  of  a company  of 
Confederate  cavalry.  He  came  from  a respected 
old  family  in  South  Carolina,  and  was  a planter 
by  occupation.  His  youngest  son,  T.  M.  Dick, 
is  an  engineer  in  the  United  States  navy,  having 
graduated  at  the  head  of  the  engineers  at  the 
naval  academy  in  1895. 


RANCIS  E.  LOOMIS  is  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Dorchester 
County,  his  home  being  in  East  New  Mar- 
ket district.  He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  control  and  review  of  assessments  of 
1896,  and  has  served  since  1893  as  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  this  county.  He  is  stanchly  in 
favor  of  the  Democracy  and  has  frequently  been 
called  upon  to  act  in  local  minor  positions.  For 
four  years  he  was  a trustee  of  the  almshouse, 
and  assisted  in  instituting  some  useful  reforms 
there  during  this  period.  He  is  actively  con- 
cerned in  the  advancement  of  all  measures  which 
he  believes  will  accrue  to  the  benefit  and  lasting 
good  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  his  abode, 
and  has  a high  standard  of  the  duties  of  a citi- 
zen and  voter. 

Born  April  15,  1850,  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Mr. 
Loomis  is  of  good  old  New  England  stock.  He 
was  reared  in  the  county  in  which  his  birth  oc- 
curred, Berkshire,  and  received  fine  educational 
privileges  in  the  schools  of  Pittsfield.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  maturity  he  looked  around  him  for  a 
wife,  and  found  a true  companion  and  helpmate 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Ellen  Nichols,  of  Pittsfield, 
Mass.  They  were  married  in  1870  and  soon 
afterwards  they  came  to  this  locality.  He  pur- 
chased a farm  and  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
its  cultivation  and  improvement.  The  place  con- 
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tains  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  within  its 
boundaries,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  district. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loomis  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  as  are  also  their  children,  Grace 
M.,  wife  of  Hon.  Charles  W.  Hackett,  and  Her- 
bert F.  The  son  was  educated  for  the  ministry 
in  a Philadelphia  theological  seminary,  and  is 
now  occupying  a pulpit  in  the  Baptist  denomi- 
nation. Socially  Mr.  Loomis,  Sr.,  is  a member 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  of  Hur- 
lock.  He  is  of  English  ancestry,  and  is  a son  of 
Marshall  M.  and  Lucy  (Frances)  Loomis,  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts. 


OHN  F.  RUTH.  This  young  man  is  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  the  fourth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  this 
county  as  well.  In  all  things  he  has  been  closely 
associated  with  her  welfare  for  years,  and  is 
anxious  to  see  increasing  prosperity  come  to  these 
shores.  He  is  a practical  agriculturist,  under- 
standing the  business  perfectly,  and  is  a genuine 
lover  of  country  life. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  L.  and 
Sarah  (Guessford)  Ruth,  who  were  both  natives 
of  Delaware,  and  were  married  in  that  state. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Maryland,  and 
for  some  years  the  father  operated  a farm  and 
also  was  concerned  in  mercantile  ventures.  He 
is  now  making  his  home  with  his  son  John,  of 
whom  we  write. 

The  birth  of  J.  F.  Ruth  occurred  in  this  county 
in  the  first  district,  January  14,  1859.  From  his 
earliest  years  he  manifested  a desire  and  unusual 
ability  for  farming,  and  is  certainly  eminently 
well  qualified  for  the  pursuit.  Being  a lover  of 
fine  horses,  he  commenced  raising  blooded  ani- 
mals in  1886  and  at  present  owns  a dozen  stand- 
ard-bred horses  and  colts,  which  he  keeps  upon 
his  farm.  For  about  four  years  he  managed  the 
two  farms  belonging  to  Mr.  Dudley,  near  Queens- 
town, but  for  the  past  two  years  has  given  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  nearer  property. 

26 


In  1888  he  came  to  Kent  Island,  and  in  1895 
bought  the  homestead  on  which  he  now  resides. 
It  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 
has  been  brought  under  good  cultivation  of  late 
years.  There  are  now  a substantial  residence  and 
good  barns  and  sheds  upon  the  place,  which  was 
much  in  need  of  repairs  when  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Ruth.  Politically  he  firmly 
advocates  the  principles  of  and  stands  by  the 
Democracy. 

In  1891  a marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  John  A.  W. 
and  Mary  Bryan,  of  Stevensville,  in  this  dis- 
trict, by  which  Miss  Grace  M.  Bryan  became 
the  wife  of  J.  F.  Ruth.  She  is  a charming,  ac- 
complished young  lady,  well  qualified  by  birth 
and  training  to  adorn  any  society,  and  presides 
over  her  husband’s  household  with  dignity  and 
graciousness. 


OSEPH  B.  HOSSINGER,  who  is  a progress- 
ive young  farmer  of  the  second  district, 
Kent  County,  has  resided  in  this  locality  all 
his  life,  and  is  favorably  esteemed  by  the  friends 
and  neighbors  who  have  known  him  since  in- 
fancy. He  came  from  a good  old  family  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  his  ancestors  having  been 
identified  with  the  colonial  history  of  Delaware 
from  1750  onward,  and  were  originally  from  Ger- 
many. They  have  been  noted  for  their  sturdy, 
industrious,  persevering  characteristics,  and  have 
usually  been  agriculturists. 

Joseph  H.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a native 
of  Delaware,  and  came  to  this  state  in  1865.  He 
located  upon  a part  of  the  old  Biddle  farm  and 
continued  to  dwell  there  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  He 
was  a man  of  sterling  worth,  and  was  respected 
by  all  with  whom  he  ever  had  any  dealings, 
whether  in  business  or  social  ways.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Biddel,  who  came  from  an  old  family 
of  Kent  County,  and  having  survived  her  hus- 
band, now  lives  at  Lynch  Station. 

Joseph  B.,  who  is  the  third  bearing  that  Chris- 
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tian  name  in  direct  line,  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead which  he  now  manages,  November  15, 
1866.  He  grew  to  manhood  here,  liis  time  be- 
ing divided  betwixt  work  and  play,  until  he  was 
old  enough  to  attend  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Later  he  became  a student  in 
Washington  College,  and  pursued  the  higher 
branches  of  learning  until  he  is  now  well  posted 
and  a young  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary 
information,  When  he  had  reached  his  majority 
he  assumed  the  control  of  the  old  farm,  and  has 
since  prospered  beyond  his  own  sanguine  expect- 
ations. In  addition  to  the  farm  upon  which  is 
his  home,  he  now  manages  another  one,  the  two 
comprising  three  hundred  acres. 

In  his  political  opinion  Mr.  Hossinger  is  a 
Democrat.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  belonging 
to  Chester  Lodge  No.  115,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
is  connected  with  Still  Pond  Lodge,  K.  of  P.  He 
is  much  thought  of  in  these  organizations,  and 
has  been  honored  with  various  offices.  In  1887 
he  married  Lillian  Hepbron,  whose  father,  Lewis 
Hepbron,  deceased,  was  a prosperous  citizen  of 
this  community.  Mrs.  Hossinger  and  her  people 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

— — i < — 

AMES  EDWIN  MORTIMER  is  an  ener- 
getic young  business  man  whose  home  is 
on  a fine  farm  in  Broad  Creek  Neck,  St. 
Michael’s  district,  Talbot  County.  In  1883  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  McLane  to  serve  on 
the  state  fishery  force  under  Commander  Wad- 
dell, and  was  thus  occupied  for  four  years.  Soon 
afterward  he  was  appointed  oyster  inspector  at 
the  port  of  St.  Michael’s  by  Governor  Brown,  and 
held  this  post  most  satisfactorily  for  two  years. 
Both  of  these  positions  were  important  ones  and 
the  duties  connected  therewith  were  quite  ardu- 
ous, but  every  detail  of  work  delegated  to  our 
subject  to  perform  was  promptly,  thoroughly  and 
acceptably  done.  His  record  as  a public  officer 
does  him  great  credit,  and  as  a private  citizen  he 
is  as  conscientious  and  reliable.  He  is  a stalwart 
Democrat  and  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  four 


times  to  county  conventions,  and  has  also  at- 
tended state  and  congressional  assemblages  of  his 
party. 

John  Mortimer,  father  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  was  a native  of  Baltimore  and  was 
reared  in  that  city.  For  years  he  was  interested 
in  the  lumber  trade  and  in  time  became  very  well 
off.  He  purchased  a tract  of  land  on  Broad 
Creek  Neck  and  in  1865,  when  he  retired  from 
active  commercial  life,  he  settled  upon  this  place. 
He  resided  there  many  years  in  peace  and  quiet, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  years 
of  labor.  He  was  summoned  to  his  reward  in 
1890,  when  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  Though 
he  was  an  active  sympathizer  with  the  tenets  of 
the  Democracy  he  would  never  accept  office,  and 
even  wTent  so  far  as  to  refuse  a position  on  the 
staff  of  the  governor,  who  had  appointed  him  to 
a place.  Nevertheless  he  was  a stanch  worker 
for  his  friends  and  simply  preferred  to  remain  a 
private  citizen,  who  had  never  accepted  any  pub- 
lic favors  of  the  kind.  Religiously  he  was  a 
Presbyterian.  His  father,  John,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Baltimore,  and  held  a position  in  the  cus- 
tom house  nearly  all  of  his  mature  life,  perhaps 
as  a slight  recompense  for  his  services  in  the  war 
of  1812.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Chamberlain.  She 
was  from  Baltimore,  and  is  still  quite  active  and 
strong,  though  now  about  eighty-two  years  old, 
and  resides  with  her  son  on  the  home  farm.  Her 
eldest  son,  Alexander,  runs  the  old  homestead. 
Kate  A.  is  the  second  of  the  family.  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  W.  Mavitt,  of  this  county.  Lil- 
lian is  the  wife  of  Joseph  A.  Camper,  of  this  dis- 
trict. 

James  E.  Mortimer  was  born  August  8,  1857, 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  was  a small  boy 
when  his  parents  removed  to  this  locality.  He 
received  a common-school  education  and  became 
familiar  with  the  work  of  a farm  by  actual  ex- 
perience. He  gave  his  whole  time  to  this  line  of 
occupation  until  1883,  when  his  public  duties 
began,  as  previously  mentioned,  these  extending 
over  a period  of  six  years.  Afterward  he  re- 
turned to  country  pursuits,  and  in  December, 
1896,  came  to  his  present  home,  which  he  had 
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purchased  some  years  before.  He  owns  a beau- 
tifully located  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  situ- 
uated  on  the  banks  of  the  Choptank  River.  For 
about  nine  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school  and  a trustee  and 
steward. 

In  1885  Mr.  Mortimer  married  Sarah  C.  Cam- 
per, of  this  district,  who  died  in  1890,  leaving 
two  sons,  John  Alexander  and  Walter  Stewart. 
The  lady  who  now  bears  our  subject’s  name  was 
formerly  Miss  Grace  Burns,  of  St.  Michael’s. 


AMES  E.  LOWE,  an  enterprising  young 
business  man  of  Salisbury,  Wicomico  Coun- 
ty, is  now  interested  financially  in  a livery 
here.  He  is  a self-made  man,  having  had  to  de- 
pend solely  upon  his  own  efforts  since  he  en- 
tered the  world  of  trade  and  commerce.  Wisely 
he  learned  a trade  in  his  youth,  that  of  black- 
smithing,  but  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  at  the 
end  of  some  fifteen  years,  owing  to  its  being  too 
great  a strain  upon  his  system.  For  the  past 
eleven  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  his  present 
enterprise  and  has  prospered  beyond  his  most 
sanguine  expectations. 

The  parents  of  the  above-mentioned  gentleman 
were  Jackson  and  Maria  (Palmer)  Lowe,  both 
natives  of  Delaware.  The  father  built  the  first 
house  that  was  put  up  in  the  town  of  Lowe’s 
Cross  Roads,  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  the 
place  was  named  in  his  honor.  About  1866, 
soon  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  re- 
moved, with  his  family,  to  the  county  seat  of 
Wicomico  County,  Md.,  Salisbury,  and  here  he 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880. 
He  was  a much-respected  citizen,  and  was  an 
ally  of  the  Democratic  party. 

A native  of  Delaware,  like  his  ancestors  were, 
James  E.  Lowe  was  born  at  the  town  mentioned 
previously,  Lowe’s  Cross  Roads,  Sussex  County, 
February  25,  i860.  He  was  scarcely  six  years 
of  age,  however,  when  he  came  to  Salisbury, 
and  his  early  recollections  are  mostly  of  this  vi- 
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cinity.  He  attended  the  local  schools,  where  he 
learned  the  foundation  principles  of  the  three 
“R’s.”  As  soon  as  he  was  strong  enough  he 
commenced  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  when  mastered  he  fol- 
lowed for  fifteen  years.  Failing  health  at  last 
warned  him  to  seek  some  lighter  occupation, 
and  as  the  livery  business  was  somewhat  in  his 
line  he  decided  to  enter  the  unoccupied  field  here. 
He  belongs  to  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  being  a 
member  of  Tribe  No.  104  of  Salisbury.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat. 

In  1881  Mr.  Lowe  married  Emma  Collins, 
whose  home  was  near  Cambridge,  Md.  She  died 
in  1889,  and  February  11,  1891,  he  wedded 
Emma  Anderson,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  a 
little  son,  James  E.,  Jr. 


ALTER  C.  MANN  is  one  of  the  well-known 
residents  of  Sharptown  district,  Wicomico 
County,  and  is  especially  active  and  influ- 
ential in  public  affairs,  being  a leader  in  the 
ranks  of  the  local  Democracy.  When  quite  young 
he  began  to  take  an  interest  in  politics.  After 
having  filled  a number  of  minor  positions,  in  1883 
he  was  chosen  a member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  a position  that  he  filled  with  effi- 
ciency and  fidelity.  In  1887  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  county  in  the  Maryland  legislature, 
in  which  capacity  he  endeavored  to  promote 
home  enterprises.  One  of  his  most  important 
acts  as  a legislature  was  securing  an  incorpora- 
tion act  for  Sharptown  and  placing  it  under  the 
control  of  the  town  commissioners.  From  1888 
to  1896  he  served  as  deputy  fish  commissioner  of 
Wicomico  Count)',  filling  the  position  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  win  the  commendation  of  all. 

In  Federalsburg,  Caroline  County,  Md.,  Mr. 
Mann  was  born  January  9,  1853,  a son  of  Joseph 
H.  Mann,  M.  D.,  a native  of  Dover,  Del.,  and  a 
practicing  physician  of  that  state,  and  later  of 
Maryland,  continuing  in  the  profession  until  his 
death  in  1880.  In  addition  he  also  worked  as  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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He  was  four  times  married,  our  subject’s  mother 
being  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  Cannon,  of 
Laurel,  Del.  She  was  a member  of  a prominent 
family  in  Delaware,  where  she  died  in  1855,  leav- 
ing two  children,  Walter  C.  and  Margaret,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  S.  C.  Matthews,  of  Laurel. 

When  his  father  come  to  Maryland  in  1871, 
our  subject  accompanied  him  here,  and  has  since 
resided  in  Sharptown  district,  where  he  has 
eighteen  acres  and  a comfortable  home  near  the 
village.  He  is  engaged  in  fruit  and  live  stock 
business,  and  has  been  quite  successful  as  a spec- 
ulator. From  1885101891  he  was  constable,  from 
1883  to  1885  served  as  county  commissioner,  was 
a member  of  the  legislature  of  1887-88,  and  after- 
wards held  office  as  deputy  fish  commissioner. 
Frequently  he  has  represented  his  party  as  dele- 
gate to  state  and  congressional  conventions. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
deputy  grand  master  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  March 
26,  1888,  he  married  Maggie  P.  Bounds,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  R.  Bounds,  of  Ouantico  district. 
They  have  two  children,  Walter  G.  and  Mary  E. 


ILLIAM  T.  KELLEY,  owner  of  a beau- 
tiful farm,  the  charm  of  which  is  suggested 
by  its  appropriate  name,  Oakland  Grove,  is 
one  of  the  worthy  representatives  of  a family  long 
identified  with  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  Union,  and  particularly  with 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  His 
home  is  situated  just  south  of  the  town  of  Preston, 
Caroline  Count}',  in  the  midst  of  seventy  acres 
of  fine  land,  and  the  site  of  his  house,  in  a grove 
of  noble  oaks,  was  selected  by  him  when  a 
mere  boy. 

The  Kelleys  have  been  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  from  time  immemorial  and  for  over 
two  hundred  years  have  sent  delegates  to  each 
yearly  meeting  of  the  same.  Members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  have  annually  assembled  in 
the  Quaker  City  for  the  past  one  hundred  years. 
From  the  best  information  obtainable  the  branch 


of  the  Kelley  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs 
is  directly  descended  from  Sir  William  Kelley, 
who  was  a member  of  the  court  of  St.  James,  of 
Whitehall,  England,  in  1634.  About  1650  his 
son,  William,  of  the  town  of  Kelley,  Devonshire, 
England,  came  to  Maryland,  and  settled  in  Kent 
County,  and  in  1722  one  of  his  descendants,  an- 
other William  Kelley,  was  living  with  his  family 
in  Dorchester,  now  Caroline  County,  near  the 
present  town  of  Preston.  Here  the  family  have 
ever  since  been  land  owners  and  farmers.  The 
ancient  Quaker  meeting-house,  which  is  still 
standing  in  the  fourth  district,  and  is  now  used  as 
a school  for  colored  people,  was  erected  prior  to 
1683,  and  was  the  place  of  worship  of  the  Kelley 
family  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  The  family 
coat-of-arms  is  thus  described  in  heraldry : “Three 
fluer  de  lis  with  lion  rampant  and  crest  of  a sea 
lion  holding  a spike  ball  in  its  paws.” 

William  T.  Kelley,  of  whom  we  write,  is  a na- 
tive of  Caroline  County,  born  April  19,  1828,  to 
Jonah  and  Hester  A.  (Trice)  Kelley.  The  mother 
was  a daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Willis) 
Trice,  and  niece  of  Col.  Peter  Willis,  of  this 
county,  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812.  Jonah 
Kelley  was  for  over  thirty  years  a most  worthy 
minister  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  father, 
Dennis,  was  a native  of  this  county,  born  near 
Preston,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  of 
his  life.  He  married  Miss  Elender  Perry,  of 
Talbot  County,  and  their  four  sons  were  Perry, 
Dennis,  Jonah  and  Ezekiel,  while  the  daughters 
were:  Elender,  Mrs.  Samuel  Fluharty;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Peter  Willis;  and  Rebecca,  who  never  mar- 
ried. The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Dennis  Kelley  the  first,  was  born  in  this  county, 
and  had  large  tracts  of  land  which  he  left  to  his 
children.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of  the 
noted  Quaker  preacher,  William  Edmondson,  of 
England. 

With  his  brothers  and  sisters  William  T. 
Kelley  grew  to  adult  years  on  his  father’s  farm 
near  Linchester,  Dorchester  County.  His  eldest 
sister,  Mary  A.,  in  the  course  of  time  became 
the  wife  of  Hon.  John  R.  Stack,  of  this  county; 
Hester  A.,  the  second  sister,  married  James  S. 
Bartlett,  of  Talbot  County;  Elizabeth  is  the 
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widow  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  E.  Atkinson,  of  Ridgely; 
Jonah  F.  resides  in  Baltimore.  The  estate  of  our 
subject  comprises  seventy  acres  in  his  homestead, 
and  in  addition  to  this  he  has  owned  for  twenty- 
five  years  or  so  large  tracts  of  land  in  Duval 
County,  Fla.,  eighteen  miles  from  Jacksonville. 
He  recently  sold  a large  part  of  it,  still  retaining 
about  nine  hundred  acres.  He  resided  in  Easton  for 
five  years,  from  1863  to  1868,  but  sold  all  his  prop- 
erty in  Talbot  County  at  the  date  last  mentioned, 
this  including  several  farms,  and  this  money  he 
invested  in  Florida  land.  He  always,  however, 
retained  the  old  homestead  near  Preston. 

April  14,  1853,  William  T.  Kelley  married 
Julia  Smith  Williams  at  the  home  of  her  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Springle)  Williams,  of 
Woodford  County,  Ky.  The  father,  who  was  a 
relative  of  Andrew  Jackson,  was  a descendant  of 
Sir  William  Williams,  a Welsh  baron,  and  was 
an  extensive  land  owner  and  slave  owner  of  the 
Blue  Grass  region.  The  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Kelley,  viz.:  Daniel  and  Mary  (Jackson)  Will- 
iams and  John  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Springle, 
were  among  the  old  Virginia  Baptists  who  re- 
moved from  Virginia  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  to  Kentucky,  settling  in 
Woodford  County  and  Lexington,  respectively. 
They  were  numbered  among  those  hardy  pioneers 
who  followed  the  dauntless  Daniel  Boone  into  the 
“dark  and  bloody  ground’ ’ of  Kentucky. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Kelley  are:  Georgeanna,  who  died  when  young; 
Dollie  Elizabeth;  Julielma  M.;  William  T.,  Jr., 
D.  D.  S.,  also  a member  of  Maryland  State  Board 
of  Dental  Examiners;  Lincoln  Daniel,  D.  D.  S.; 
and  Jonah  Springle,  engaged  in  fruit  growing  on 
the  homestead.  The  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Miss  Julielma  has  taught 
school  most  acceptably  in  Kentucky  and  other 
states,  and  Miss  Dollie  has  also  had  much  ex- 
perience in  teaching.  Some  of  the  family  have 
frequently  accompanied  their  father  to  Florida 
and  have  spent  from  a few  weeks  to  the  entire 
winter  there. 

In  1856  William  T.  Kelley  was  the  only  man 
in  Caroline  County  who  cast  a vote  for  John  C. 
Freemont,  and  in  i860  his  was  one  of  the  eleven 


Republican  votes  cast  in  this  county.  He  has 
been  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  party  since 
its  organization,  and  in  1862  he  in  company  with 
Henry  Cockran,  Frank  Hubbard  and  John  Henry 
Williams,  met  in  Denton,  in  George  Mitchell 
Russum’s  office,  and  organized  the  Republican 
party  for  Caroline  County.  In  1892  he  became 
identified  with  the  Populists,  of  which  party  he  is 
chairman  of  the  state  central  committee  for  his 
county.  He  was  nominated  in  1897  for  the  house 
of  delegates.  In  Florida  he  held  the  appointment 
of  custom  house  officer  for  a period.  He  writes 
articles  for  home  and  farm  journals  and  is  a man 
of  much  more  than  ordinary  enterprise  and 
ability. 


BOL.  JAMES  E.  DOUGLASS,  deceased, 
formerly  resided  near  Preston,  Caroline 
County,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  and 
public-spirited  men  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  He 
possessed  admirable  qualities  of  head  and  heart, 
and  above  all,  a firmness  and  uprightness  of  prin- 
ciple that  raised  him  above  the  average.  He 
considered  a public  office  a public  trust,  to  be 
administered  in  the  most  reliable  and  honorable 
manner,  with  due  regard  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  who  had  placed  the  responsibility 
upon  his  shoulders.  In  consequence  of  his 
fidelity  and  genuine  ability  he  was  almost  con- 
stantly in  requisition  for  one  office  or  another, 
and  well  did  he  justify  the  good  opinion  in  which 
he  was  ever  held.  But  perhaps,  after  all,  his 
best  service  to  mankind  was  carried  out  in  the 
strict  line  of  his  general  occupation,  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  land  into  fine  farming 
property,  and  it  is  estimated  that  he  thus  practi- 
cally reclaimed  about  two  thousand  acres,  now 
among  the  finest  land  on  this  shore. 

A son  of  James  and  Charlotte  (Wilson)  Doug- 
lass, both  natives  of  Caroline  County,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Dorchester  County  in  1820.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  while  still  in  his 
twenties  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  his  native 
county,  and  three  years  later,  in  1851,  was  made 
sheriff.  Prior  to  accepting  either  of  these  offices, 
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however,  he  had  served  as  a count}’  collector.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  Caroline  County,  and  erecting 
a sawmill,  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  was  also 
interested  in  some  sailing-vessels.  He  made 
farming  a profession,  and  when  land  passed  into 
his  hands,  he  invariably  brought  it  up  to  a high 
standard  of  excellence.  His  own  .homestead, 
situated  just  outside  the  limits  of  Preston,  is  now 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  desirable  ones  in 
the  county.  He  served  as  colonel  on  Governor 
Hicks’  staff.  He  died  in  1880,  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  had  ever  known  him,  and  his 
place  in  the  community  has  never  since  been 
filled. 

I11  early  manhood  James  E.  Douglass  married 
Mary  C.,  a daughter  of  James  Davis,  and  four 
of  their  seven  children  survive.  James  H.,  a 
druggist  and  late  member  of  the  state  legislature, 
has  inherited  all  of  his  father’s  courteous  and 
gentlemanly  manners;  Joseph,  now  a resident  of 
Frederick,  Md.,  is  and  has  been  for  many  years 
general  agent  for  the  Deering  Harvester  Com- 
pany; Thomas  H.  is  largely  interested  in  a manu- 
facturing industry  at  Milton,  Del.;  and  Dr. 
Eugene  is  a successful  physician  now  practicing 
his  profession  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.  The 
mother  died  in  1866.  Later  Mr.  Douglass  mar- 
ried Ann  Emily,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Mowbray, 
of  this  county,  and  she  survives  him,  and  lives 
upon  the  old  homestead  near  Preston.  She  had 
previously  been  married  to  Steven  Clement 
Clark,  and  had  two  sons,  Joshua  B.,  formerly 
editor  of  the  Sussex  Journal , Georgetown,  Del., 
who  died  in  1892;  and  Joseph  C.,  M.  D.,  who  is 
first  assistant  physician  at  the  Spring  Grove 
(Md.)  Insane  Asylum.  The  only  child  of  Col. 
James  E.  Douglass  and  wife,  Ann  Emily,  is 
Stephen  Elbert,  who  was  born  in  1871. 

This  energetic  young  farmer,  Stephen  E. 
Douglass,  inherited  his  father’s  aptitude  for  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  although  not  old  in  years,  has 
already  manifested  unusual  talent.  He  has 
under  his  management  over  one  thousand  acres 
of  tillable  land,  and  cultivates  and  carries  on  his 
parent’s  old  homestead.  He  has  always  lived  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Preston  and  received  his 
higher  education  at  the  Oxford  Military  Academy, 


at  Oxford,  Md.  When  but  nineteen  years  old 
he  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  James  R. 
Phillips,  of  Preston;  they  have  three  children, 
named  in  order  of  birth:  Percy  C. , Ruth  and 
Phillips  E. 

— c-^— 

H LAIRD  TODD,  M.D.,  treasurer  of  Wicom- 
ico County  and  clerk  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  is  a descendant  of  English 
ancestors.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan  Todd,  who 
founded  the  family  in  America,  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  the  lower  part  of  Dorchester 
Chunty,  Md.,  where  his  remaining  years  were 
spent.  At  the  time  of  coming  to  this  country  he 
was  accompanied  by  a brother,  who  settled  in 
Delaware.  The  descendants  of  these  two  have 
scattered  through  different  states  in  the  west  and 
south. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Todd,  was 
engaged  in  the  boating  business  in  early  life,  but 
afterward  (in  1812),  when  eighteen  years  of  age, 
he  settled  in  Salisbury  and  embarked  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business,  which  he  continued  to 
follow  until  he  retired.  His  death  occurred  in 
1866,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
Twice  married,  his  first  union  was  childless;  and 
by  his  second  wife,  who  was  Catherine  N.  Steven- 
son, a native  of  Snow  Hill,  he  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  H.  Laird  is  the  eldest  now  living. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  1800  and  died 
in  1870. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  living  male  resident  of  Salis- 
bury born  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  At  the 
time  of  his  birth,  January  29,  1830,  the  now 
thriving  place  was  almost  a wilderness,  contain- 
ing but  few  habitations  and  these  of  the  most 
primitive  nature.  However,  when  people  were 
attracted  to  it,  the  town  began  to  grow  and  soon 
attained  prominence  among  the  cities  of  the  East- 
ern Shore.  Salisbury  Academy  was  established 
and  in  it  he  obtained  his  education.  When  about 
eighteen  he  conceived  the  idea  of  studying  med- 
icine, and  at  once  began  to  study  under  Dr.  Na- 
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than  R.  Smyth,  who  afterwards  became  one  of 
the  greatest  surgeons  of  his  age,  and  died  in 
Baltimore. 

After  graduating  from  the  Maryland  University 
of  Baltimore,  with  the  class  of  1851,  Dr.  Todd 
opened  an  office  at  Vienna,  Dorchester  County, 
but  after  a few  months  he  removed  to  Salisbury 
and  began  to  practice,  being  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  George  W.  Todd,  M.  D.,  until  the 
death  of  the  latter,  in  1875.  After  that  he  was 
alone  until  his  son,  George  W.,  graduated  in 
medicine  in  1885,  when  the  two  became  partners 
and  continued  as  such  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1894  our  subject  sold  his  practice  to  his  son,  and 
retired  from  the  profession  which  he  had  so  suc- 
cessfully followed  for  forty-three  years. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Todd  in  1852  united  him 
with  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Edward  Fowler,  of 
Wicomico  County.  Eight  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  of  whom  five  attained  years  of  matu- 
rity. Harry  S.,  who  is  a member  of  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  F.  C.  Todd  & Co.,  of  Salisbury, 
married  Agnes  Phelps,  of  Dorchester  County, 
and  they  have  four  children.  Lillian  F.  is  the 
wife  of  S.  S.  Smith,  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Dor- 
man & Smith,  of  Salisbury,  and  they  have  two 
children.  George  W.,  M.  D.,  married  Rose 
Woodcock,  and  has  two  children.  Edwin  N. , a 
merchant  residing  near  Plantersville,  Ala., 
married  Annie  Vincent,  of  that  state.  Marion 
May  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Clarence  L.  Selover,  a 
dentist,  of  Cambridge,  Md. 

A life-long  Democrat,  Dr.  Todd  has  been  hon- 
ored by  his  party  with  election  to  numerous  of- 
fices of  trust.  In  1869  he  was  chosen  a member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  served 
until  1871.  He  was  auditor  of  the  circuit  court 
for  about  twelve  years,  and  until  1891.  In  1895 
he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  being  the  first 
treasurer  elected  under  the  law  of  1894,  which 
empowered  Wicomico  county  to  elect  its  county 
treasurer,  instead  of  having  same  appointed  by 
the  board  of  county  commissioners.  He  is  the 
oldest  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Salis- 
bury, of  which  his  father  and  brother  George  W. 
were  also  elders;  and  another  brother,  W.  I., 
holds  the  same  position  in  the  congregation.  He 


was  baptized  and  christened  the  day  the  first 
Presbyterian  Church  was  dedicated  in  Salis- 
bury. Among  the  people  with  whom  his  life 
has  been  passed  he  is  honored  as  a man  of  strict- 
est integrity  and  more  than  ordinary  ability. 


RIGSBY  T.  WRIGHT,  who  is  one  of  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  Cambridge,  is  a self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  sense,  as  his  for- 
tune has  been  accumulated  entirely  through 
his  own  indomitable  energy  and  persistence  in 
well-matured  plans  and  correct  business  methods. 
His  pronounced  success  dates  back  some  twenty- 
five  years  or  so  to  the  time  when  he  directed  his 
attention  to  the  lumber  business.  In  1873  he 
bought  the  celebrated  and  historic  farm  known  as 
Horn’s  Point,  it  being  situated  delightfully  on 
the  bank  of  the  Choptank  River  a few  miles 
from  this  place.  He  continued  to  make  his 
home  there  until  the  year  1892,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Cambridge.  His  residence  is  on 
Locust  street  and  is  a model  of  elegance  and 
excellent  taste.  It  is  constructed  in  modern  style 
in  wood  and  is  most  approved  and  up-to-date 
architecture. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  that  portion  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  that  is  now  comprised  within  the 
boundaries  of  Wicomico  County,  but  was  then 
called  Somerset.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  W. 
Wright  and  wife,  formerly  Sarah  P.  Harris,  both 
natives  of  this  county  and  very  well  known  in 
the  community  in  which  they  dwell,  Secretary, 
Md.  They  reached  the  fifty-eighth  anniversary 
of  their  marriage,  at  which  time  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  buried.  The  father  is  still  living. 
Of  their  twelve  children  nine  grew  to  maturity, 
and  of  these  R.  T.  is  the  eldest,  he  having  been 
born  October  20,  1839.  Having  gained  a good 
education  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  a few  years 
in  this  county  prior  to  arriving  at  his  majority. 

The  first  mercantile  venture  of  Mr.  Wright 
was  in  1862  in  partnership  with  John  H.  Bacon. 
Together  they  carried  on  a store  on  the  Nanti- 
coke  River  for  a period  of  five  years,  or  until 
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1868.  In  1871  he  purchased  a sawmill  and  be- 
gan sawing  out  timber,  and  has  moved  the  mill  a 
number  of  times  to  uncut  timber  tracts.  P'or 
more  than  thirty  years  he  had  led  a life  which 
has  been  very  taxing  to  his  physical  powets,  but 
notwithstanding,  he  is  a man  of  remarkable  en- 
durance and  bids  fair  to  out-rival  his  parents  in 
longevity.  At  present  his  mill  is  located  about 
a mile  from  Cambridge,  and  in  his  planing  fac- 
tory finished  lumber  is  manufactured.  He  is  a 
consistent  Republican  and  served  as  commis- 
sioner of  Dorchester  Count}- in  1881  and  1882. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  in  May,  1870,  to  Miss 
Edith  Giles,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  E. 
(Hosea)  Giles,  of  Laurel,  Del.,  both  now  de- 
ceased. They  were  connected  with  many  of  the 
old  families  of  Delaware  and  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Giles  was  a suc- 
cessful business  man  and  accumulated  a good 
property.  He  was  a prominent  and  influential 
Democrat.  Three  children  came  to  grace  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright,  but  one  of  the 
little  family  circle  was  summoned  from  their 
midst  by  death.  Hubert  H.  is  still  at  home.  Sa- 
rah G.  is  the  wife  of  L.  S.  Dail,  of  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Wright  is  a man  who  bears  a most  enviable 
reputation  for  integrity  of  word  and  deed,  and 
in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-citizens  and 
others  his  conduct  has  ever  been  characterized  by 
strict  fairness  and  impartiality.  He  is  one  who 
takes  commendable  interest  in  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  his  influence  is  always  to  be  found  on 
the  side  of  law  and  good  government.  Such  men 
give  high  standing  to  any  community  and  are 
largely  responsible  for  the  general  prosperity. 


LEXIS  A.  PASCAULT,  of  Easton,  is  a 
member  of  a prominent  French  family  that 
has  been  identified  with  American  history 
since  the  illustrious  Lafayette  came  to  our  coun- 
try to  assist  the  colonists  in  their  struggle  for 
freedom.  Among  the  officers  who  came  with  him 
was  Col.  Louis  C.  Pascault,  who  participated  in 
the  Revolution  and  became  known  as  a brave  and 


gallant  soldier.  In  his  family  there  were  three 
daughters  of  great  beauty,  who  were  known  as 
the  “Three  Graces.’’  One  of  these  became  the 
wife  of  James  Gallatin,  a wealthy  and  influential 
citizen  of  New  York.  Another  married  Colum- 
bus O’Donnell,  a leading  citizen  of  Baltimore  and 
the  first  president  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Rail- 
road. They  had  three  daughters;  one  became 
the  wife  of  Adrian  Islin,  of  New  York,  a banker 
on  Wall  street;  one  married  Solomon  Hillen,  ex- 
mayor of  Baltimore,  a prominent  citizen  of  that 
city;  one  married  a Mr.  Lee  of  Baltimore. 

The  third  of  the  “Three  Graces’’  was  married 
to  General  Rubell,  of  Paris,  who  came  to  America 
on  the  staff  of  the  brother  of  the  famous  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  When  Jerome  Bonaparte,  after  a ro- 
mantic courtship,  married  the  beautiful  Baltimore 
girl,  Miss  Patterson,  General  Rubell  and  Miss 
Pascault  were  also  united  in  marriage,  and  the 
latter  became  the  maid  of  honor  to  Madame  Bona- 
parte, in  whose  tragic  fortunes  she  afterward 
shared,  accompanying  her  on  the  voyage  to 
France,  where,  however,  they  were  not  allowed 
to  land.  Jerome  Bonaparte  was  made  king  of 
Westphalia  by  his  brother  on  condition  that  he 
give  up  his  American  wife,  to  which  condition  he 
acceded,  and  the  two,  who  had  bade  each  other 
adieu  in  the  hope  of  an  early  meeting,  were  des- 
tined never  again  to  meet  on  earth. 

Louis  C.  Pascault,  son  of  Colonel  Pascault, 
and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Baltimore 
in  1790;  and  in  1828  removed  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Md.,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural work.  He  died  on  Kent  Island  in  1885. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a Catholic.  His  wife, 
Anne  E. , was  a daughter  of  Charles  Golds- 
borough  of  Talbot  County,  and  she  died  in  1855, 
thirty  years  before  her  husband’s  death.  Of  their 
ten  children  our  subject  alone  survives.  He  was 
born  in  Sykesville,  Md.,  near  Baltimore,  March 
11,  1822.  In  1848  he  removed  from  Queen 
Anne’s  to  Talbot  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  but  at  this  writing  he  is  an  agent  and 
collector.  He  has  settled  many  large  estates  and 
has  had  in  charge  trusts  of  an  important  nature. 
Among  the  positions  held  by  him  have  been 
those  of  president  of  the  town  council  and  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Dover  Bridge  Company.  In  spite  of 
advancing  years,  he  is  still  quite  hale  and  robust, 
with  eyesight  unimpaired,  and  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties.  Like  his  forefathers,  he  is  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  November  9,  1848,  he  married 
his  cousin,  Maria  E.  Goldsborough,  daughter  of 
Henry  Goldsborough,  of  Talbot  County.  Five 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom  two 
sons  survive,  Alexander  G.  and  Henry  G. , both 
of  Easton. 


APT.  WILLIAM  E.  SEWARD,  who  has 
operated  a fine  farm  in  Cambridge  district,  of 
Dorchester  County,  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  or  more  in  a most  creditable  manner, 
was  formerly  a seafaring  man,  and  is  well  known 
at  most  of  the  ports  along  Chesapeake  Bay.  He 
is  a quiet,  unassuming  character,  and  those  who 
have  known  him  a lifetime  place  the  utmost  reli- 
ance in  his  genuine  worth  and  unselfish  generosity 
of  soul.  He  was  a poor  boy,  without  money  or 
influential  friends,  when  he  set  forth  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  and  by  industry  and  un- 
flagging effort  he  at  last  won  a competence  and  a 
respected  position  among  his  associates. 

The  captain  was  born  in  the  eighth  district, 
adjoining  this,  March  13,  1831,  being  a son  of 
Levin  Seward,  who  was  a native  of  the  same 
locality.  The  mother  was  Mary  Wheatley  in  her 
girlhood,  and  to  this  estimable  couple  the  following 
children  were  born:  John  H.,  deceased;  Sarah 
R.,  wife  of  Thomas  Keys,  a farmer  of  the  eighth 
district;  Richard,  whose  home  is  in  East  Cam- 
bridge; Capt.  W.  E. ; Charles  H.,  a farmer  of  the 
eighth  district;  Jane,  wife  of  Edward  Bromwell, 
also  of  that  district;  Thomas,  of  Cambridge; 
Frances,  wife  of  Alexander  Greenwell;  George, 
owner  of  a schooner  and  a resident  of  Baltimore; 
and  Columbus,  deceased. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Seward  was  reared  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  remained  there,  assisting  in 
the  management  of  the  place,  until  he  was  about 
twenty  years  old,  w'hen  he  shipped  on  a sailing- 
vessel  as  a common  sailor.  Two  years  had 
hardly  elapsed,  however,  ere  he  became  part 


owner  in  a ship  and  was  made  captain  of  her. 
The  following  twenty-one  years  he  sailed  the  seas 
in  command  of  this  ship,  his  principal  stopping 
points  being  on  Chesapeake  Bay,  between  Balti- 
more, Norfolk  and  Washington.  For  about  nine 
years  the  cargoes  with  which  his  ship  was  loaded 
were  pine  lumber  chiefly,  destined  for  building 
purposes  in  the  great  cities  mentioned. 

After  living  the  life  of  a bachelor  for  over  forty 
years,  the  captain  decided  to  settle  down  in  a 
little  home  of-  his  own,  and  chose  for  his  com- 
panion and  helpmate  Miss  Laura  Stevens,  of 
Castle  Haven,  in  the  eighth  district.  They  began 
housekeeping  in  their  pleasant  home  upon  the 
farm  which  the  captain  had  purchased  about  a 
year  prior  to  their  marriage,  which  latter  event 
traspired  March  13,  1873.  The  well  cultivated 
homestead,  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  is  now  rented  out  to  responsible  tenants. 
Captain  Seward  has  been  enterprising  and  wise 
in  his  investments,  and  now  has  ample  funds  for 
the  support  of  himself  and  devoted  wife  through- 
out the  rest  of  their  lives.  In  his  political  faith 
he  is  in  accord  with  the  principles  advocated  by 
the  Democratic  party. 


APT.  THOMAS  J.  THOMPSON  has  re- 
sided upon  his  present  homestead  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County  since  1850,  when,  a child  ot 
ten  years,  he  accompanied  his  parents  from  Dor- 
chester County.  His  has  been  an  active  and 
useful  life,  devoted  principally  to  the  oyster  busi- 
ness, though  in  addition  he  superintends  the 
management  of  the  place  where  he  resides. 
Among  the  residents  of  Kent  Island  he  is  well 
known,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who 
respect  a man  of  earnest  character  and  energetic 
disposition. 

Captain  Thompson  was  born  in  Dorchester 
County  in  1841,  and  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
place  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education. 
In  1850  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Kent  Island 
and  here  grew  to  manhood.  Early  in  youth  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
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hood  and  also  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily. and  this  work  he  bravely  took  upon  himself, 
discharging  his  duty  to  his  parents  with  filial  af- 
fection and  caring  for  them  as  long  as  they  lived. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1869,  he  married 
Mary  A.  Baxter,  and  at  the  same  time  built  the 
house  that  he  has  since  occupied.  He  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  named  as 
follows:  Charles  V.;  Annie,  wife  of  William 
Thomas;  Carrie;  Thomas-E.,  Kirby,  Howard  A. 
and  Celia  M. 

When  a mere  lad  our  subject  began  life  upon 
the  bay,  sailing  from  Baltimore  and  working  at 
dredging  along  the  Eastern  Shore.  For  his  life- 
work  he  has  engaged  in  tonging  and  oystering, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  success.  He  owns  a 
farm  comprising  eighteen  acres,  upon  which  there 
is  a valuable  peach  orchard.  By  industry  and 
economy  he  has  acquired  an  independence  and 
financial  prosperity  that  make  him  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  his  neighborhood.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party  always  receive  his 
active  support,  and  in  fraternal  relations  he  is 
identified  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Hepta- 
sophs. 


HON.  THOMAS  B.  TAYLOR  is  identified 
with  many  of  the  important  interests  of 
Wicomico  County,  for,  though  to  some  ex- 
tent retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  he  still 
has  sufficient  to  occupy  his  attention  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  various  investments.  In  partner- 
ship with  James  E.  Bacon,  he  owns  the  well- 
known  Mardela  Springs  and  hotel.  In  the  early 
days  of  Maryland’s  history,  when  the  red  men 
still  roamed  through  its  forests  and  in  its  valleys, 
the  Indians  knew  of  the  existence  of  this  spring 
and  frequently  resorted  to  it.  As  early  as  1795  a 
hotel  was  built  on  the  grounds  by  Major  Russum, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  the  place  has  been  visited 
by  health-seekers.  The  water  is  a strong  alkaline 
chalybeate  and  aids  digestion,  besides  being  of  val- 
ue in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  It  is  car- 
bonated and  bottled  at  the  springs  and  its  virtues 


are  those  endowed  by  nature  only.  It  contains 
the  essentials  for  building  up  the  vital  forces  after 
mental  strain  or  overwork.  Testimonials  from 
the  leading  physicians  of  Baltimore  indicate  that 
its  use  is  curative  in  many  diseases  where  other 
waters  have  failed. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  near  Mardela  Springs 
September  5,  1823.  His  grandfather,  Levin 

Taylor,  was  born  in  Barren  Creek  district,  then 
Somerset  County,  and,  with  his  four  brothers  and 
their  father,  James,  rendered  brave  service  in  the 
Revolution.  James  was  a son  of  William,  who 
came  to  Maryland  from  England  and  settled  in 
Somerset  County,  where  succeeding  generations 
have  dwelt.  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Barren  Creek 
district  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Throughout  active  life  he  was  a sailor,  and  while 
following  that  occupation  died  of  yellow  fever  in 
Key  West  in  1832.  He  married  Eliza  Smith,  of 
Delaware,  who  died  at  the  birth  of  our  subject. 
She  left  three  children,  Ellen,  who  married  Henry 
Vickers,  of  Baltimore;  Uriah  and  Thomas  B. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  completed  his 
education,  our  subject  began  to  teach  school,  and 
that  occupation  he  followed  for  three  years.  He 
then  secured  employment  as  clerk  in  a store.  In 
1850  he  purchased  his  employer’s  stock  of  goods, 
and  from  that  time  until  1890  he  carried  on  the 
store  at  Mardela  Springs,  meeting  with  financial 
success  in  the  enterprise.  After  a mercantile  ex- 
perience of  forty  years  he  sold  out  and  retired 
from  the  business.  Besides  this  line  of  work  he 
has  done  considerable  surveying.  He  is  the 
owner  of  five  farms,  aggregating  about  twelve 
hundred  acres,  and  also  has  some  valuable  towm 
property.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  be- 
lief, and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  a member  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  in  1869.  In 
1883  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, serving  one  term,  and  was  more  than  once 
offered  the  nomination  as  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court,  but  declined.  Religiously  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which  he 
serves  as  a trustee,  he  has  also  been  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school  for  twenty-one  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Temple 
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No.  170,  ofSharptown;  also  a member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Goodwill  Lodge 
No.  1 12,  of  Mardela  Springs,  and  of  the  Hepta- 
sophs,  of  Salisbury. 


RTHUR  B.  COCHRANE  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  A.  B.  Cochrane  & Co.,  of 
Crisfield,  Somerset  County.  This  firm  owns 
the  largest  lumber  yards  in  the  place  and  keeps  in 
constant  operation  two  mills  for  the  manufacture 
of  all  kinds  of  finished  and  rough  lumber.  They 
carry  a full  line  of  sash,  doors,  moulding,  etc.,  in 
short,  everything  required  by  builders  or  the  gen- 
eral trade.  They  own  a sawmill  situated  on  the 
Pocomoke  River,  in  this  county,  and  also  import 
great  quantities  of  lumber  from  other  parts  of  the 
southern  states. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  James  L-  Coch- 
rane, who  died  a few  years  ago  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  where  he  had  resided  from  the  time  of  his 
retirement  from  the  commercial  world.  He  was 
a native  of  Massachusetts  and  there  spent  his  early 
life.  He  followed  the  occupations  of  contracting 
and  building  in  the  Bay  State  and  later  in  New 
York  City,  and  was  very  successful.  When  about 
sixty  years  old  he  retired  to  enjoy  the  competence 
which  he  had  laid  aside  for  the  purpose  in  his 
vigorous  prime,  and  in  quiet  contentment  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  some  eighteen  years,  were 
passed.  His  father,  also  Janies  by  name,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  lived  to  the  extreme 
age  of  ninety  years.  He  was  of  Scotch  extraction 
and  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  an  agri- 
culturist as  had  been  many  of  his  ancestors.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a Miss  Mary  Hallock 
in  her  girlhood.  She  was  born  in  England  and 
is  now  in  her  seventy-ninth  year.  Of  her  four 
children  Robert  W.  is  a resident  of  this  town; 
Addie  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Thawley;  and  Lucy 
is  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Cahill,  of  Caroline  County, 
Md. 

Arthur  B.  Cochrane  was  born  May  27,  1862, 
in  Windham  County,  Conn.  He  remained  there 
until  he  was  nine  years  old,  when  with  his 
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parents  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  re- 
ceived a public- school  education,  supplemented 
by  a commercial  course  of  training  in  Bryant  & 
Stratton’s  Business  College.  Soon  after  passing 
his  majority  he  came  to  Somerset  County  and 
was  interested  in  a saw  mill  business  here  up  to 
1893.  At  that  time  he  took  charge  of  a lumber 
yard  and  sawmill,  as  manager,  and  in  1893 
entered  into  partnership  with  I.  H.  Coulbourn 
and  George  W.  Long  (see  sketch  of  former  printed 
upon  another  page. ) in  the  same  line  of  business. 
He  is  still  acting  as  manager  of  the  plant  and  is 
doing  well. 

A Master  Mason,  Mr.  Cochrane  belongs  to 
Chesapeake  Lodge  No.  147,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Crisfield.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat  and  quite  a 
worker  in  the  party.  Religiously  he  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  In  1892  Mr. 
Cochrane  married  Miss  Amy  Coulbourn,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Coulbourn,  of  Lawson’s  district, and 
they  have  two  children,  Stanley  and  Ada. 


ACKENZIE  GOLDSBOROUGH  is  now 
living  retired  from  the  arduous  duties 
which  rest  upon  the  active  participants  in 
the  battles  of  the  world  of  commerce,  and  enjoys 
his  quiet  retirement  in  the  society  of  his  loved 
ones  in  their  beautiful  and  cultured  home.  This 
country  seat  is  called  Ammere,  and  consists  of  a 
tract  of  well-improved  land,  numbering  sixty-two 
and  a-half  acres,  in  the  first  district  of  Talbot 
County.  The  pretty  and  accomplished  wife  of 
the  subject  of  this  notice  is  a charming  hostess 
and  delights  to  extend  a cordial  welcome  to  the 
many  sincere  friends  of  herself  and  husband. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  James  N. , was 
born  in  this  county,  upon  the  place  known  as 
Ottwell,  and  was  a son  of  Nicholas  Goldsborough. 
The  chief  occupation  of  James  N.  was  that  of 
agriculture,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful. 
He  was  a vestryman  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  died  strong  in  the  faith  he  had  professed  many 
years,  in  1870.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Mary,  daughter  of  Commodore  Ken- 
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nedy,  of  Norfolk,  Va.  She  died,  leaving  seven 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 
His  brothers,  Dr.  E.  K.,  R.  H.  and  A.  T.,  are 
all  residents  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  a sister, 
E.  T.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  H.  H.  Bateman,  of 
Easton.  The  second  wife  of  James  N.  Golds- 
borough  was  Emily  Johnson,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  those  now  living  being: 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Sharp,  of  Easton;  James  N.,  of  Pitts- 
burg; and  Miss  Madge,  of  Easton. 

The  birth  of  Mackenzie  Goldsborough  took 
place  upon  his  parents’  homestead,  Woodstock, 
in  this  county,  November  12,  1856.  After  finish- 
ing his  preliminary  education  he  entered  the 
Maryland  Agricultural  College,  taking  a two 
years’  course.  Then  he  was  employed  in  a drug 
store  in  Easton,  as  a clerk,  for  about  four  years, 
and  next  was  in  the  same  line  of  business  in 
Centreville  for  a like  period.  Becoming  a resi- 
dent of  Baltimore  in  1886,  he  was  interested  in 
the  wholesale  drug  trade  as  a salesman  with  J.  J. 
Thompson  two  years,  and  his  next  venture 
was  to  settle,  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
went  into  the  real-estate  business  with  his 
brother. 

It  was  while  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
nation’s  capital  that  Mr.  Goldsborough  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  the  lady  who  now  bears  his 
name  and  who  became  his  wife  September  14, 
1888.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Julia  P.  Flem- 
ing, from  a fine  old  family  in  Washington.  Her 
mother  was  a Miss  Lee  before  her  marriage,  was 
a cousin  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  was  from  a 
distinguished  family  of  Virginia.  Her  grand- 
father, Richard  Bland  Lee,  was  a soldier  of  dis- 
tinction. Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goldsborough:  Lee  Kennedy,  Philip 
Francis,  Julia  Fleming  and  Mary  Lee. 


HILIP  A.  M.  BROOKS  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Maryland  and  is  managing  a portion  of  his 
ancestral  estates,  which  have  descended  to  him 
by  inheritance.  The  Brooks  family  has  been 


noted  for  many  most  admirable  traits  of  character 
and  disposition,  and  the  men  have  always  been 
remarkable  for  strength  and  straightforwardness 
of  purpose  in  life.  The  founder  of  this  branch 
in  Maryland  was  an  Englishman  who  held  grants 
under  Lord  Baltimore  and  settled  upon  a fine 
plantation  comprising  fourteen  hundred  acres. 
Since  that  date,  1725,  the  property  has  always 
been  in  the  hands  of  some  of  his  descendants. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  upon  the 
old  homestead  of  his  forefathers  in  1861  and  he 
was  scarcely  a twelvemonth  old  when  death  de- 
prived him  of  a loving  father’s  care  and  protec- 
tion. George  C.  M.  Brooks,  for  such  was  the 
name  he  bore,  was  likewise  born  in  Kent  County 
and  passed  his  whole  life  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  our  subject.  He  not  only  possessed  large  es- 
tates, but  owned  many  slaves  as  well,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  emancipation.  He  did  not  live  to  see 
the  termination  of  the  great  and  mooted  ques- 
tion, as  he  was  claimed  by  death  in  1862, when  but 
twenty-five  years  old.  His  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Rasin,  is  still  living  and  is  a 
resident  of  Virginia.  Her  father,  McCall  M. 
Rasin,  was  a native  of  this  county,  and  was  a 
representative  in  the  state  legislature  one  term. 
He  owned  a large  tract  of  land  and  also  several 
slaves. 

Philip  A.  M.  Brooks  was  an  only  child,  and 
as  his  father  had  been  wealthy  and  prosperous 
the  lad  received  the  best  possible  advantages  in 
the  matter  of  education  and  general  training  that 
a fond  widowed  mother’s  heart  could  suggest. 
After  completing  his  elementary  studies  in  the 
public  schools  here  he  entered  the  high  school  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  which  was  under  the  Episcopal 
Church’s  supervision,  and  in  1880  finished  a prac- 
tical course  in  the  Maryland  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, whither  he  went  that  he  might  be  better 
qualified  to  meet  the  requirements  of  his  future 
life  upon  the  farm.  He  then  returned  to  his  old 
home,  and  has  since  devoted  himself  with  zeal  to 
the  management  of  the  estates,  which  comprise 
about  seven  hundred  acres. 

Politically  Mr.  Brooks  is  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  desirous  of 
holding  public  office.  He  delights  in  a quiet  life 
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and  takes  his  chief  pleasure  in  the  domestic  cir- 
cle. His  hospitable  home  is  presided  over  by  his 
pretty,  cheerful  wife,  formerly  Miss  Susan  E. 
Massey.  They  were  married  in  1883  and  have 
had  two  children,  Philip  M.  and  Grace  E.,  who 
are  now  attending  school.  Mrs.  Brooks  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  H.  B.  Massey,  who 
was  well  known  in  this  section  of  the  state.  The 
Brooks  family  are  attendants  upon  the  services  of 
the  local  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
liberal  in  their  support  of  religious  and  charitable 
enterprises. 


ILLIAM  WALLACE  SPENCE,  the  pop- 
ular and  well-known  cashier  of  the  Talbot 
Savings  Bank,  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent young  men  of  Easton,  a leader  in  social 
and  musical  circles.  The  business  interests  of 
the  city  are  also  well  represented  by  him,  and 
whether  in  public  or  private  life  he  is  always  a 
courteous,  genial  gentlemen,  well  deserving  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  held.  He  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  a fine  tenor  voice  and  is  a cornet  player 
of  unusual  ability. 

Mr.  Spence  was  born  September  20,  1869,  on  a 
farm  five  miles  from  Easton,  in  Talbot  County, 
and  is  a son  of  James  McFarland  Spence,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  February  21, 
1829.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  came  to 
America  and  first  located  in  Winchester,  Va., 
whence  he  went  to  Harford  County,  Md.,  and 
from  there  came  to  the  Eastern  Shore.  For  some 
time  he  was  a leading  florist  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  by  the  general  government  was  offered 
$1,500  and  expenses  to  go  to  Japan  to  name  rare 
flowers  and  plants,  but  finally,  after  making  all 
arrangements,  he  refused  to  go.  He  was  one  of 
the  best-posted  men  in  his  line  in  the  country. 
He  died  very  suddenly  of  apoplexy  at  his  home 
in  Talbot  County,  in  October,  1893.  I11  religious 
belief  he  was  a Presbyterian,  but  as  there  was  no 
church  of  that  denomination  in  his  community 
he  attended  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  was  liberal  almost  to  a fault,  and  was  highly 
respected  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 


quaintance. He  married  Miss  Martha  Plummer, 
a native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Plummer,  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. She  died  when  our  subject  was  only 
nine  days  old,  he  being  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  still 
living:  Mary  R. ; David  McClellan,  a compositor 
in  the  public  printing  office  in  Washington; 
James  A.,  a carriage  manufacturer  in  Easton; 
and  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Matthew  T.  Plummer. 

The  boyhood  days  of  W.  W.  Spence  were 
passed  in  Easton,  where  he  attended  the  high 
school,  and  later  graduated  from  the  North- 
western Normal  and  Collegiate  Institute  of  Wau- 
seon,  Ohio.  He  then  obtained  a position  as  clerk 
in  the  shoe  store  of  R.  S.  Fountain,  of  Easton, 
and  in  1894  accepted  the  responsible  position  of 
cashier  of  the  Talbot  Savings  Bank,  which  he 
still  continues  to  fill.  . On  the  28th  of  November, 
1894,  at  the  residence  of  Judge  J.  B.  Bennett, 
the  bride’s  father,  was  performed  the  marriage 
ceremony  which  united  the  destinies  of  W.  W. 
Spence  and  Mrs.  Susie  (Bennett)  Graseley.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  weddings  which  had 
ever  taken  place  in  the  city ; the  floral  decorations 
were  of  the  finest,  and  .the  attendants  were  among 
the  most  prominent  society  people  of  the  place,  as 
both  of  the  contracting  parties  held  high  social 
positions,  the  bride  being  a recognized  belle  on 
the  Eastern  Shore.  She  was  educated  at  Western 
Maryland  College,  and  like  her  husband,  pos- 
sesses musical  talent  of  a high  order.  She  is  an 
excellent  soprano  soloist  and  a fine  performer  on 
both  the  piano  and  organ.  They  both  take  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  with  which  they  hold  membership. 
Jerome  Bonaparte  Bennett,  Mrs.  Spence’s  father, 
was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  in  1830,  and  is 
of  P'reneh-English  extraction.  His  father,  a 
native  of  France,  on  coming  to  America  first 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  and  died  when  Jerome 
was  only  seven  years  of  age.  In  1842  the  latter 
became  a resident  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md., 
and  six  years  later  took  up  his  residence  in 
Easton,  Talbot  County.  P'or  many  years  he  has 
been  actively  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  community;  is  a large  land  owner, 
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and  since  1885  has  been  president  of  the  Talbot 
Savings  Bank.  As  a Democrat  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  political 
affairs,  and  was  first  elected  constable  in  1849, 
which  position  he  continued  to  fill  until  1855, 
when  he  was  elected  sheriff.  In  1869  he  was 
again  chosen  by  the  people  for  sheriff,  which 
office  he  most  capably  filled,  and  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Talbot  almshouse  for  seven 
years.  Elected  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of 
Talbot  County  in  1892,  and  being  appointed  by 
the  governor  as  chief  judge,  he  continued  to  hold 
that  position  for  four  years.  He  has  ever  proved 
a most  popular,  trustworthy  official,  discharging 
his  duties  with  commendable  proriiptness  and 
fidelity,  and  winning  the  approval  of  even  those 
opposed  to  him  politically.  For  the  long  period 
of  forty-eight  years  he  has  been  a prominent 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  society.  One  of  the 
leading  members  of  Calvary  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  for  over  a half  a century  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  its  musical  affairs,  either  as 
leader  or  assistant  leader  of  the  choir,  and  has 
been  chorister  of  the  Sunday-school  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  His  wife  was  also  musically  in- 
clined. In  1849  he  married  Miss  Susan  Wilcutt, 
a native  of  Talbot  County,  and  their  only  child  is 
now  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Spence,  of  this  review. 
He  is  truly  benevolent,  and  helpfulness  might  be 
termed  the  keynote  of  his  character.  His  esti- 
mable wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  2d 
of  April,  1897. 


HARLES  W.  MEYER.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  East  New  Mar- 
ket, Dorchester  County,  is  this  public- 
spirited  citizen,  who  has  been  established  here 
since  1888.  He  possesses  the  chief  requisites 
to  success  in  any  line  of  commerce,  unflagging 
determination  to  win  in  the  end,  excellent  meth- 
ods and  principles,  and  strict  attention  to  the 
demands  of  the  trade.  He  is  uniformly  courteous 


and  obliging  to  all,  and  makes  friends  of  his 
customers  almost  invariably.  In  everything 
pertaining  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
town  and  its  resources  he  takes  an  active  and 
thoroughly  interested  part,  and  is  ever  certain 
to  be  found  espousing  the  side  of  order,  law  and 
progress.  He  is  devoted  to  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  control  and  review  in  this  place. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  article,  Au- 
gust Meyer  by  name,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
his  birth  having  taken  place  in  the  city  ofLeipsic. 
He  was  an  ambitious  and  fearless  lad,  and  while 
still  in  his  youth  he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  new  world.  Alone,  therefore,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  and  settled  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  is  yet  living,  a respected  citizen.  He 
there  met  and  married  a Miss  Mary  Deal,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Deal,  and  to  them  seven  children 
were  born,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 

Charles  W.  Meyer  was  born  in  Baltimore  De- 
cember 1,  i860,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
metropolis,  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  excellent 
city  public  schools.  Upon  starting  out  in  life  to 
fight  his  own  battles  for  a livelihood  he  obtained 
employment  with  the  well-known  firm  of  Alex- 
ander Dodd  & Co.,  and  later  was  with  the  Berg- 
man Manufacturing  Company.  He  was  em- 
ployed most  of  the  time  in  the  capacity  of  travel- 
ing salesman,  selling  harness,  and  did  very  well 
in  that  direction.  In  1888  he  came  to  East  New 
Market,  and  with  his  previous  practical  experi- 
ence to  guide  him,  found  himself  well  fitted  to  be- 
gin business  upon  his  own  account.  He  carries 
a large  and  fine  stock  of  hardware,  and  has  built 
up  an  extensive  trade  in  this  town  and  vicinity. 

November  23,  1887,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Charles  W.  Meyer  and  Miss  Katie, 
daughter  of  Robert  Wright  and  granddaughter 
of  William  O.  Wright,  of  Baltimore.  The  young 
couple  have  two  children,  bright  boys,  called  re- 
spectively Leland  Winfield  and  Willie  R.  Re- 
ligiously Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  The  only  fraternal  organi- 
zation with  which  the  former  is  connected  is  that 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He 
possesses  the  high  esteem  and  genuine  regard  of 
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all  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact,  whether 
in  a business  or  social  manner,  and  deserves  to 
be  thus  considered,  as  he  is  a man  of  sterling 
worth. 


HARRISON  I.  PARSONS.  Occupying  an 
excellent  location  in  the  third  district  of 
Kent  County  lies  the  farm  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Parsons.  It  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  acres,  planted  to  the  various 
cereals  and  containing  in  addition  a valuable 
orchard  of  bearing  trees.  It  is  but  natural  that 
the  owner  should  be  interested  in  raising  fruit, 
for  his  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  advocates  of 
the  industry  in  the  county,  and  to  his  efforts, 
combined  with  those  of  other  progressive  farmers, 
is  due  the  fact  that  the  county  has  gained  a 
reputation  as  a peach  section. 

The  Parsons  family  is  of  English  extraction. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Parsons,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  About  1843  he  removed  to 
Maryland  and  settled  in  Kent  County,  where  he 
purchased  a tract  comprising  about  one  thousand 
acres  lying  near  Smith ville.  Later  he  became 
the  owner  of  other  farms,  so  that  his  property 
possessions  were  extensive  and  important.  The 
remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  here,  and  he  bore 
an  active  part  in  various  enterprises  for  the  de- 
velopment of  local  resources.  By  his  marriage 
to  Mary  Wood,  of  Delaware,  eight  children  were 
born,  but  of  these  only  four  are  living.  They 
are  Alponza,  wife  of  George  R.  Beck;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Elias  Walraven;  Harrison  I.;  and 
Rachel  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Gale.  The  father 
advocated  Republican  principles  and  always  voted 
the  straight  party  ticket.  For  some  time  he  held 
the  office  of  school  commissioner.  In  relig- 
ious work  he  was  prominent,  assisting  as  far  as 
possible  in  the  activities  of  St.  James’  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  In  1888,  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  day  when  he  had  first  reached  Maryland, 
he  passed  away,  being  then  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  His  life  was  a busy  and  useful  one,  and  the 
enterprises  which  he  fostered  and  the  movements 


which  he  assisted  proved  that  he  was  a man  of  pub- 
lic spirit,  desirous  of  seeing  his  district  and 
county  prosper. 

In  Newcastle  County,  Del.,  near  the  state  line 
of  Maryland,  Harrison  I.  Parsons  was  born  in 
1841.  At  the  age  of  two  years  he  was  brought 
to  Maryland  by  his  father  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Kent  County. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  took  charge  of  his 
father’s  property  and  has  since  carried  on  general 
farm  pursuits  in  the  neighborhood  which  has  been 
familiar  to  him  from  earliest  recollection.  In 
1866  he  married  Anna  J.,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Bell,  and  to  their  union  seven  children  were  born. 
Those  now  living  are:  Mary  E. , wife  of  J.  E. 

Morris;  Harry  B.;  Grace  M.,  who  is  married  to 
John  F.  Clark;  William  G.  and  Lewis  B.  In 
fraternal  relations  Mr.  Parsons  was  formerly 
identified  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
but  his  membership  in  the  order  has  been  discon- 
tinued. He  is  a worker  in  St  James’  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  and  for  some  time  acted  as 
trustee  of  the  congregation,  his  family  also  being 
interested  in  and  identified  with  that  denomina- 
tion. 


LPHEUS  W.  NICHOLS,  the  enterprising 
young  agriculturist  who  carries  on  the  fine 
farm  known  as  Cherry  Grove,  which  he 
leased  in  1893,  is  also  the  owner  of  the  home- 
stead called  Brainard’s  Pasture.  The  latter  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres,  beau- 
tifully located  in  the  sixth  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  and  is  justly  considered  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  this  region.  Mr.  Nichols  is 
progressive  in  all  his  methods  and  is  thoroughly 
and  practically  acquainted  with  everything  per- 
taining to  the  work  of  a farm.  Some  time  ago 
he  invested  a large  sum  in  a steam  thresher, 
which  he  runs  during  the  harvesting  season,  and 
from  this  venture  he  reaps  a sure  and  comfort- 
able income. 

John  Nichols,  the  father  of  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write,  was  a native  of  Caroline  County, 
Md. , and  lived  much  of  his  mature  life  at  Gil- 
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pin’s  Point.  He  was  engaged  extensively  in 
merchandising  and  ran  a line  of  boats  from  Gil- 
pin’s Point  to  Baltimore.  He  was  a very  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  summoned  to  the  better  land  in  1873.  He 
was  married  three  times,  his  last  union  having 
been  with  Mary  Webster,  of  Dorchester  County. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Flora,  widow  of  Richard 

Stevens,  of  Dorchester  County;  Alpheus  W. ; 
Winnifred,  of  the  same  county;  and  Dr.  Clarence, 
of  Baltimore. 

The  birth  of  A.  W.  Nichols  occurred  Decem- 
ber 9,  1857,  in  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and  when 
he  had  arrived  at  a suitable  age  he  was  sent  to 
the  district  school  to  acquire  knowledge  of  the 
elementary  branches  of  learning.  He  was  an  apt 
student,  and  soon  mastered  whatever  could  be 
gained  in  the  local  schools.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Democracy. 

January  18,  1881,  Mr.  Nichols  married  Ida, 
daughter  of  William  N.  Cannon,  of  this  neigh- 
borhood. They  have  four  children,  a .son  and 
three  little  daughters,  viz. : Glendora,  Lizzie, 

Mabel  and  Webster. 


^JEORGE  F.  POOLEY,  manager  of  the  Salis- 
bury Shirt  Company,  one  of  the  finest  and 
best-equipped  plants  of  the  kind  upon  the 
Eastern  Shore  or,  indeed,  in  this  portion  of  the 
United  States,  is  not  a native  of  Salisbury,  but 
has  made  many  sincere  friends  here  during  the 
brief  time  he  has  dwelt  among  our  citizens. 
Without  doubt,  he  is  one  of  the  best-posted  men 
in  the  country  in  the  manufacture  of  shirts,  and 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  business.  He 
has  been  connected  with  some  of  the  largest  shirt 
factories  in  America  and  is  a practical  man  of 
affairs. 

The  Salisbury  Shirt  Company  was  organized 
with  a capital  stock  of  $40,000,  in  June,  1897, 


and  the  plant  was  constructed  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Mr.  Pooley,  work  being  pushed 
forward  so  rapidly  that  the  factory  was  ready  and 
open  for  business  by  the  17th  of  September 
following,  though  ground  was  not  broken  for  the 
buildings  prior  to  July  22.  It  is  a brick  structure, 
32x280  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a forty-horse 
power  engine,  electric  cutting  machine,  laundry, 
etc. , in  short  every  modern  appliance  used  in  the 
process  of  converting  the  raw  material  into  fin- 
ished shirts  read)-  for  the  consumer.  There  are 
two  artesian  wells,  an  electric  light  and  gas  plant 
and  even  a paper- box  manufacturing  department. 
Thus  the  separate  parts  of  the  shirt,  are  cut  out  by 
electric  cutting  machines  (bands  by  means  of  dies) 
are  stitched  on  fine  sewing  machines,  and  are 
then  passed  through  the  laundry,  where  they  are 
washed,  ironed  and  polished  by  machinery  run 
by  electricity,  and  finally  packed  in  pasteboard 
boxes  made  in  the  same  factory. 

— — : — s *>0  ':iQ'  « — — 

ARVEY  LEE  COOPER,  an  attorney  of 
Denton  and  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party,  was  born  in  this  place, 
June  17,  1873.  His  father,  Thomas  M.,  was 
born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  a member  of  one  of 
the  families  that  early  became  identified  with  the 
history  of  that  locality.  When  a young  man  he 
came  to  Denton,  where  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
devoted  to  that  occupation.  He  died  here  in  De- 
cember, 1895,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Rachel 
(Green)  Cooper,  and  their  three  sons,  Alceynus, 
a merchant  engaged  in  business  in  Denton;  Ern- 
est G. , also  a business  man  of  this  place;  and 
Harvey  Lee. 

The  last-named,  who  was  second  of  the  three 
sons,  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
schools  of  Caroline  County.  In  1890  he  entered 
St.  John’s  College  at  Annapolis,  where  hecarried 
on  his  education  until  he  graduated  in  1894,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  January,  1895, 
he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  being  the 
youngest  man  to  hold  the  office  on  the  Eastern 


WILLIAM  M.  SCHOOLFIELD. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


689 


Shore.  Admitted  to  the  bar  of  Caroline  County 
in  October,  1895,  he,  however,  continued  to  act 
as  justice  until  May,  1896,  and  since  the  latter 
date  he  has  carried  on  professional  practice. 

As  an  attorney  he  is  well  informed  regarding 
the  technicalities  of  the  law.  Though  now  an 
active  practitioner,  he  continues  to  study  the  law 
with  an  interest  surpassing  that  of  his  student 
days.  It  is  his  ambition  to  gain  a success  which 
his  talents  merit,  and  his  energies  are  directed  to- 
ward the  consummation  of  his  hopes.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Masons.  The  Dem- 
ocratic party  receives  his  vote  at  local  and  general 
elections,  but  he  does  not  consider  his  duty  lim- 
ited to  the  mere  casting  of  a ballot.  He  works 
for  the  party  in  campaigns,  and  is  frequently 
heard  upon  the  stump  defending  the  principles  in 
the  justice  of  which  he  so  firmly  believes. 


ILLIAM  M.  SCHOOLFIELD.  One  of 
the  most  important  industries  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Eastern  Shore  peninsula  is  the 
basket,  crate  and  barrel  manufactory  owned  by 
Schoolfield,  Barnes  & Co.,  of  Pocomoke  City. 
Here  employment  is  furnished  to  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  women  and  children,  and  the 
manufactured  product  is  sold  to  dealers  all  over 
the  United  States.  Since  1887,  when  Mr.  School- 
field  purchased  the  plant,  he  has  greatly  enlarged 
and  improved  it,  and  now  has  a small  mill  de- 
partment, 100x40  feet  in  dimensions,  a planing 
department  80x50,  and  an  engine  and  boiler 
room  30x60.  Above  these  departments  is  the 
work  room,  where  the  articles  are  completed  and 
made  ready  for  shipment.  The  mills  are  operated 
during  the  entire  year  and  they  have  large  ware- 
houses for  the  storage  of  their  output  until  the 
spring  market  opens. 

The  first  eighteen  years  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Schoolfield  were  spent  on  a farm  near  Pocomoke 
City,  where  he  was  born.  On  beginning  for  him- 
self he  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit  growing, 
which  pursuits  he  followed  until  1885.  He  then 
came  to  Pocomoke  City  and  embarked  in  the  saw- 
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mill  business  with  W.  J.  S.  Clark  & Co.,  remain- 
ing in  that  enterprise  for  nineteen  months. 
After  his  withdrawal  he  became  interested  in 
merchandising  and  carried  on  business  with  his 
sons  until  1888,  when  he  inaugurated  the  concern 
which  he  now  conducts. 

In  1857  Mr.  Schoolfield  married  Miss  Emily 
S.  Barnes,  and  seven  children  came  to  bless  their 
union.  Elijah,  the  eldest,  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  father;  William  is  a merchant  in  Poco- 
moke City;  George  E.  is  in  business  with  his 
father.  The  four  daughters,  Emma,  Laura, 
Hattie  and  Ella,  are  with  their  parents.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  Mr.  Schoolfield 
among  its  active  members  and  stewards.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Republican.  About  1868  he  was 
appointed  school  commissioner  by  Judge  Frank- 
lin. Besides  his  other  important  and  valuable 
interests  he  is  the  owner  of  two  farms  near  Poco- 
moke City,  the  two  containing  four  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres.  He  also  has  a beautiful  resi- 
dence in  town. 


R HESTON  HICKS.  Foremost  among  the 
merchants  and  able  business  men  of  Galena, 
Kent  County,  is  ranked  this  gentleman, 
who  is  justly  entitled  to  a place  among  the  leading 
people  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  For  the 
past  six  years  he  has  owned  and  conducted  a gen- 
eral store  here,  and  commands  a very  large  and 
remunerative  patronage,  not  only  from  the  local 
population,  but  from  the  adjacent  country  as 
well.  He  has  won  a very  enviable  reputation 
for  fair  dealing  and  integrity  in  all  his  transac- 
tions, and  is  on  the  high  road  to  success,  as  he 
deserves. 

Born  March  4,  1858,  in  Oueen  Anne’s  County, 
near  the  village  of  Sudlersville,  Mr.  Hicks  is  a 
son  of  Levin  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Milbourn) 
Hicks,  who  were  natives  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Md.,  and  Delaware,  respectively.  The  father 
was  born  March  2,  1820,  and  was  reared  to  the 
calling  of  an  agriculturist,  which  business  he  fol- 
lowed with  fair  success  in  mature  life.  His  death 
was  the  result  of  an  accident,  he  having  fallen 
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through  a hay  loft  in  his  barn,  and  received  se- 
rious injuries.  An  active  worker  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  he  was  honored  with 
several  official  positions  in  the  congregation  for 
years  prior  to  his  decease,  which  took  place  in 
his  sixty-fourth  year.  His  father,  James  Hicks, 
was  a native  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and  car- 
ried on  a good  farm  until  middle  life,  when  he 
died,  leaving  two  sons,  Richard  and  Levin.  Mrs. 
Sarah  M.  Hicks  was  also  born  in  1820,  and  was 
sixty-eight  when  claimed  by  death.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  a 
great  favorite  with  all  who  knew  her.  She  left 
five  children.  James  R.,  a resident  of  this  place, 
and  a blacksmith  by  trade;  Ella  F. , who  married 
Daniel  Loller,  and  died  in  her  thirty-third  year, 
leaving  two  children;  William  T.,  an  undertaker 
of  Galena;  R.  Heston;  and  Samuel,  a blacksmith 
and  resident  of  Chestertown. 

The  boyhood  of  R.  Heston  Hicks  was  spent 
under  the  parental  roof,  his  education  being  such 
as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded.  When  he 
was  about  nineteen  he  commenced  to  clerk  in 
Sudlersvilie,  and  a short  time  afterwards  took  a 
similar  position  in  Church  Hill,  Md.  Four  years 
thus  rolled  away,  and  in  1881  he  came  to  Galena, 
and  was  employed  by  T.  H.  Horsey  for  ten  years, 
giving  entire  satisfaction  to  all.  It  was  in  April, 
1892,  that  he  started  in  the  mercantile  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  since  then  he  has  done 
very  well  indeed.  He  carries  a full  line  of  dry 
goods,  glassware,  harness,  groceries,  etc.,  in 
short,  whatever  is  usually  to  be  found  in  a store 
that  caters  to  a widespread  general  trade.  His 
stock  is  kept  regularly  replenished  with  the  latest 
styles  of  standard  high-grade  goods.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  was  appointed  to  serve  as  post- 
master in  October,  1893,  and  has  made  a popular 
official.  A director  in  the  Kent  County  Savings 
Bank  of  Chestertown,  and  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Galena  Creamery,  he  is  thus  identi- 
fied with  two  of  our  practical  enterprises,  and  is 
interested  in  others.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Order  of  Heptasophs  of  this  place. 

In  1894  Mr.  Hicks  married  Emily  C.  Nutz,  of 
Talbot  County,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Eben  Nutz, 
of  Easton,  Md.  The  only  child  of  our  subject 


and  wife  is  Helen,  a bright  and  attractive  child. 
Mrs.  Hicks  is  a woman  of  rare  ability  and  zeal  in 
the  temperance  cause,  and  is  now  acting  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Christian  Temperance  Union  Society. 
They  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  Mr.  Hicks  being  a steward  of  the 
same. 


HRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  WARD, 
M.  D.,  comes  from  a respected  old  family  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  town  of  Crisfield, 
Somerset  County.  At  the  same  time  he  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Ward  & Collins,  who  own 
and  carry  on  a well-equipped  drug  store  here. 
He  was  born  in  Pocomoke  City,  Worcester 
County,  September  21,  1863,  and  is,  consequently, 
in  the  prime  of  early  manhood.  His  family  is  of 
English  extraction  and  can  boast  of  many  mem- 
bers of  it  who  have  occupied  positions  of  honor 
in  the  professional  and  business  world. 

The  father  of  the  doctor,  M.  P.  Ward,  is  a na- 
tive of  Pocomoke  City  also,  and  is  now  resid- 
ing in  Crisfield.  He  is  a contractor  and  builder 
by  occupation,  and  has  led  a very  active  life.  He 
is  about  sixty-two  years  of  age  and  is  hale  and 
hearty.  He  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  to  official  distinction,  finding  his  time 
fully  taken  up  in  his  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.  He  married  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Peter 
Johnson,  a merchant  vessel  owner  and  a promi- 
nent man  along  the  Eastern  Shore. 

When  Dr.  Ward  was  a child  of  three  years 
the  family  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  in  the  fine 
schools  of  that  city  the  youth  received  his  educa- 
tion. When  he  was  fifteen  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  druggist’s 
business,  graduating  in  1886  at  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy.  There  he  continued  to  live 
for  a period  of  some  ten  years,  being  employed  as 
a druggist,  and  for  a year  and  a-half  running  a 
store  of  his  own  with  fair  success.  Selling  out 
his  interest  there,  he  came  to  Crisfield  and  here 
was  similarly  occupied  in  managing  a drug  store 
for  five  years  or  more  alone.  At  the  end  of  that 
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time  he  took  into  the  firm  his  present  partner. 
In  the  meantime  he  went  to  Baltimore  and  en- 
tered the  medical  college,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  1894.  Since  that  date  he  has 
been  engaged  in  medical  practice  here  and  in 
connection  with  this  he  has  been  interested  in  his 
drug  store.  Like  his  father,  he  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  part}'. 

In  March,  1891,  Dr.  Ward  married  Miss 
Louisa  Janvier  and  one  child,  a bright  little  son, 
Edwin  E.,  has  come  to  cheer  their  hearts  and 
home.  Mrs.  Ward  is  a daughter  of  Edwin  P. 
Janvier,  a prominent  citizen  of  Kent  County, 
Md.  (See  his  history  published  upon  another 
page  of  this  work. ) 


NON.  JOHN  WALTER  SMITH,  of  Snow 
Hill,  Worcester  County,  stands  the  peer  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  the  Eastern 
Shore.  He  began  his  career  in  the  financial 
world  with  little  or  nothing  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  wealthy  men  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland 
as  a result  of  his  well-applied  energy  and  superior 
judgment.  He  is  equally  prominent  in  Demo- 
cratic politics  and  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to 
the  conventions  of  his  party,  both  state  and  con- 
gressional, time  and  again.  Though  his  earnest 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  party  had  been  appreciated 
sincerely  and  he  had  often  been  strongly  urged  to 
accept  some  public  office,  he  persistently  refused 
up  to  1889.  At  that  time  he  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  state  senatorship  and  was 
elected  to  that  position  by  a large  majority.  He 
was  re-elected  to  the  senate  in  1893  and  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1894  was  made  president  of  that  honor- 
able body,  serving  as  such  with  distinction.  In 
1895  he  was  chairman  of  the  state  Democratic 
committee,  having  full  control  of  the  campaign 
that  fall.  He  was  unanimously  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  party  and  elected  to  the  senate  in 
1897.  He  served  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Henry 
Lloyd  with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  in  1890  was 
appointed  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  E.  E.  Jackson. 
After  having  been  elected  a member  of  the  sen- 


ate in  1889  Colonel  Smith  was  given  quite  a large 
vote  for  United  States  senator,  in  1892,  being  a 
member  of  the  senate  at  that  time,  and  was  given 
the  caucus  nominee  of  the  party  for  the  same 
position  in  1896,  when  the  state  went  Republican. 
Perhaps  he  is  most  celebrated  for  his  introduction 
of  the  Smith  free  book  bill  in  the  session  of 
1892.  It  passed  both  houses  but  did  not  at  once 
become  a law,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  measure 
was  not  signed  by  Governor  Brown.  The  bill 
was  again  submitted  by  him  in  1894  with  the 
same  result  exactly  as  before,  but  at  last,  in  1896, 
he  again  having  introduced  the  bill,  it  was  passed 
and  signed  by  Governor  Lowndes  and  became  a 
law.  This  notable  bill  provides  for  free  school 
books,  thus  affording  the  advantages  of  an  educa- 
tion to  those  children  of  the  very  poor,  who  are, 
perhaps,  the  ones  most  in  need  of  schooling.  As 
a direct  result  the  attendance  in  the  public  schools 
increased  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  the  first 
year  after  the  bill  went  into  effect.  This  idea  of 
free  text-books  is  a grand  and  philanthropic  move- 
ment, taxing  the  wealthy  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masses  and  placing  education  on  an  absolutely 
free  basis,  as  it  has  never  been  before.  How  often 
has  it  been  seen  in  the  experience  of  most  of  us, 
that  fairly  well-to-do  parents  have  complained 
bitterly  of  the  tax  that  it  is  upon  them  to  provide 
several  dollars’  worth  of  school  books  apiece  for 
their  several  children,  and  in  spite  of  so-called 
“compulsory  school  attending’’  the  children  of 
the  poor  were  effectually  excluded  on  account  of 
their  being  unable  to  buy  the  necessary  books. 
In  1892  Mr.  Smith  refused  the  tender  of  the  can- 
didacy for  congress  by  the  Democratic  congres- 
sional convention  at  Easton  on  account  of  the 
pressure  of  his  business  affairs. 

The  birth  of  Colonel  Smith  occurred  in  Snow 
Hill,  February  5,  1845,  he  being  a son  of  John 
Walter  and  Charlotte  (Whittington)  Smith,  who 
were  also  both  natives  of  this  town.  The  mother 
was  a daughter  of  Judge  William  Whittington,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  bench  and  bar  and  a 
man  of  means  and  influence  in  these  parts.  The 
father  of  our  subject  removed  to  Baltimore  prior 
to  the  birth  of  the  colonel  and  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  but  reverses  came 
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during  a financial  panic  that  prevailed  about  that 
period  and  he  returned  to  Snow  Hill,  where  he 
died  in  1850.  His  wife  had  died  when  her  son, 
John  Walter,  was  but  a month  old,  and  thus  he 
was  left  an  orphan  by  the  time  five  brief  years  had 
passed  over  his  head. 

Colonel  Smith  was  given  a liberal  education  in 
private  schools  and  the  academy  of  Snow  Hill, 
and  was  early  marked  out  for  his  scholarship  and 
studious  habits.  When  about  eighteen  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  George  S.  Richardson  & 
Brother,  of  this  place,  as  a clerk,  and  from  1867  to 
1870  was  in  business  on  his  own  account.  His 
talents  becoming  known,  he  was  asked  to  become 
a member  of  the  firm  with  which  he  had  formerly 
been  in  a minor  position  and  in  1870  the  style  of 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Richardson,  Moore  & 
Smith.  To  their  general  merchandising  business 
the  lumber,  grain  and  shipping  business  (owning 
their  own  vessels)  was  added.  Upon  the  death 
of  the  senior  partner,  the  firm  style  became,  as  at 
present,  Smith,  Moore  & Co.  They  handle  the 
lumber  turned  out  by  from  fifteen  to  twenty  saw- 
mills in  Worcester  County,  besides  many  millions 
of  feet  from  the  south,  and  manufacture  box- 
shooks  extensively,  doing  a business  in  Snow  Hill 
amounting  to  half  a million  dollars  yearly.  Colonel 
Smith  is  a charter  member  of  the  Surrey  Lumber 
Company,  of  Surrey  County,  Va.,  which  he 
helped  to  organize. 

The  company  owns  a railroad  sixty  miles  long 
and  large  tracts  of  pine  timber  lands  in  the  states 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Their  saw- 
mills and  machinery  there  are  of  the  newest  and 
most  approved  pattern  and  everything  is  in  fine 
running  order.  The  colonel  is  financially  con- 
cerned in  the  canning  business  in  Snow  Hill  and 
has  large  interests  in  the  oyster  industry  in  his 
county.  He  is  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Snow  Hill  and  is  a director  in  the  Dela- 
ware, Maryland  & Virginia  Railway  Company. 
The  Snow  Hill  Flouring  Mill  is  owned  by  his 
firm,  and  in  short,  few  county  enterprises  have 
not  received  his  support  in  a material  manner. 

In  June,  1869,  Colonel  Smith  married  Miss 
Mary  Frances  Richardson  and  they  reside  in  a 
beautiful  home  in  Snow  Hill.  Evidences  of  cult- 


ure and  refinement  abound  within  its  hospitable 
walls,  and  to  their  innumerable  friends  the  colonel 
and  his  charming  wife  delight  to  extend  a gracious 
welcome.  They  are  generous  and  warm-hearted 
and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand  to  the 
poor  and  unfortunate. 

AMES  A.  WARWICK  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  successful  young  farmers  of  the  first  dis- 
trict of  Somerset  County.  He  was  born 
upon  the  old  homestead  which  he  now  cultivates 
September  28,  1863,  and  has  always  dwelt  here. 
He  received  a good,  practical  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  was 
early  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agriculture. 
Having  been  his  father’s  assistant  from  boyhood 
he  was  qualified  to  step  into  his  vacant  place 
and  carry  on  the  management  of  the  place  when 
it  became  necessary.  He  and  his  two  sisters 
now  own  upward  of  six  hundred  acres  of  fine 
laud,  situated  in  four  different  farms  in  this 
count}7. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman  was 
James  W.  Warwick,  who  was  a native  of  Somer- 
set County  and  was  a life-long  resident  of  Prin- 
cess Anne  district.  He  was  a prosperous  farmer 
and  owned  large  tracts  of  desirable  land  in  this 
region.  In  his  political  relations  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  for  twenty  years  was  a justice  of  the 
peace.  In  his  younger  days  he  also  served  ac- 
ceptably as  a constable.  He  was  very  active  in 
the  support  of  worthy  local  enterprises  and  was 
quite  a worker  in  the  party  whose  tenets  he  ad- 
vocated. At  the  close  of  a busy  and  useful  ca- 
reer he  was  claimed  by  the  angel  of  death,  in 
1895,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-second  year. 

He  was  a son  of  Josiah  Warwick,  who,  it  is 
supposed,  was  a native  of  this  locality,  and  who 
was  of  English  descent.  The  mother  of  James 
A.  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  G.  White. 
Her  first  marriage  was  with  John  P.  Lankford 
and  their  two  children  are:  John  P.  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  George  Bereton,  both  of  this  county. 
By  her  marriage  with  James  W.  Warwick  our 
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subject’s  mother  had  six  children,  of  whom  but 
three  now  survive,  Mary  J. , James  A.  and  Nancy 
Estelle.  Their  mother  was  summoned  to  her  re- 
ward in  1894,  when  she  was  in  her  sixty-second 
year.  She  was  a devout  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

James  A.  Warwick  is  unmarried  and  he  and 
his  two  sisters  live  happily  together  under  the 
shelter  of  their  ancestral  home.  They  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they  were 
brought  up  religiously,  and  fully  merit  the  re- 
spect in  which  they  are  held  by  their  associates 
and  neighbors.  Mr.  Warwick  is  a Democrat,  but 
takes  little  time  for  political  matters,  as  his  busi- 
ness affairs  he  holds  to  be  paramount. 


ILLIAM  S.  GRACE  is  one  of  the  most 
honored  old  residents  of  Talbot  County. 
He  lives  upon  a finely  improved  farm  near 
his  birthplace,  in  Broad  Creek  Neck,  St.  Michael’s 
district.  He  has  always  been  quite  active  in 
Republican  politics,  and  served  two  years  as 
sheriff,  was  a member  of  the  house  of  delegates 
in  1881,  and  is  now  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  having  been  appointed  to  the 
post  by  Governor  Lowndes,  in  May,  1896.  In 
these  various  positions  of  public  trust  and  honor 
he  has  made  a most  creditable  showing,  and  has 
given  entire  satisfaction  to  his  opponents,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  constituents. 

Born  March  31,  1823,  William  S.  Grace  is  a 
son  of  Skinner  and  Lucretia  (Edgar)  Grace,  both 
natives  of  this  county.  The  former  was  reared 
in  this  neighborhood  and  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  hereabouts.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
was  captured  by  the  British,  and  was  sent  to  their 
prison  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies.  While  on  the 
prison  ship  he  was  taken  ill  with  the  dreaded 
yellow  fever,  but  survived.  When  he  was  a 
youth  he  had  sailed  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  was 
blessed  with  a vigorous  constitution,  which  with- 
stood many  severe  strains  upon  it  which  others 
might  not  have  been  able  to  endure.  So  we  find 


that  he  was  hale  and  hearty,  actively  engaged  in 
merchandising  and  farming  until  but  a short  time 
before  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years  and  was  a judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court  two  terms.  His  father,  William  S.,  was  a 
native  of  this  county  also,  and  was  a successful 
agriculturist  here.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-seven.  Our  subject’s  mother,  Lucretia, 
lived  to  reach  her  eighty-fourth  birthday  anni- 
versary. She.  was  a very  lovable  Christian  wo- 
man and  was  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Only  three  of  her  five  chil- 
dren who  grew  to  mature  years  are  now  living, 
Anne  Cooper,  William  S.  and  Thomas  (see  sketch 
of  latter  elsewhere  in  this  work). 

The  first  eighteen  years  in  the  life  of  W.  S. 
Grace  were  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  where 
he  learned  to  skilfully  conduct  every  department 
of  agricultural  enterprise.  In  the  meantime  he 
also  acquired  thorough  knowledge  of  the  rudi- 
mentary branches  taught  in  the  district  schools. 
About  1841  he  went  to  Baltimore  and  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade  for  a time,  but  not  alto- 
gether liking  the  business  he  returned  home. 
He  had  been  an  apt  student,  and  had  become 
very  well  informed  by  private  reading.  Thus  he 
felt  qualified  to  accept  the  position  of  teacher  in 
the  local  school  when  the  place  was  urged  upon 
him,  and  for  ten  years  he  held  the  post  to  the 
full  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  At  the  same 
time  he  had  carried  on  his  farm  in  connection 
with  teaching,  but  now  we  find  him  changing 
his  plans.  He  has  since  resided  upon  the  place 
and  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  its  manage- 
ment. The  only  exception  to  this  was  when  he 
acted  as  sheriff  in  1875  and  1876,  when  he  was 
compelled  to  live  in  Easton.  For  a long  period 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  a steward  and  class-leader. 
His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
devoted  to  the  raising  of  cereals  and  fruit  chiefly. 

It  was  in  1856  that  Miss  Sarah  Fairbanks  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Grace.  She  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  this  district,  and  by  her  marriage 
has  become  the  mother  of  six  children.  William 
S.,  Jr.,  is  a bookkeeper  in  the  Easton  National 
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Bank;  Sarah  Olivia  married  Thomas  H.  H. 
Blades,  of  St.  Michael’s,  and  died  in  1888,  leav- 
ing one  child;  Anna  L-  is  the  wife  of  S.  D. 
Gemeny,  of  this  district;  Charles  H.  is  a teacher 
in  Baltimore  County,  Md.,  Arthur  F.  is  a clerk 
in  a store  in  Easton;  and  Edith  is  Mrs.  Charles 
Fairbank,  of  Baltimore. 


Non.  levin  littleton  waters  is 

and  has  been  a very  prominent  man  in  the 
history  of  Maryland,  and  has  been  a life- 
long resident  of  Somerset  Count}'.  His  home  is 
upon  a fine  old  plantation  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
enterprising  town  of  Princess  Anne,  and  upon  this 
homestead  his  birth  occurred  nearly  three-score 
and  ten  years  ago.  Though  he  has  led  a very  busy 
and  useful  life,  his  career  having  been  more  than 
usually  diversified  and  varied,  he  seems  as  vigor- 
ous as  in  his  prime  and  as  capable  of  great  under- 
takings as  ever.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
prior  to  the  war,  and  has  been  more  or  less  en- 
gaged in  practice  since  and  for  a few  years  was 
the  able  editor  of  a newspaper.  He  is  a man  of 
wide  and  general  information,  an  excellent  and 
interesting  conversationalist  and  is  the  happy 
possessor  of  those  qualities  of  mind  and  character 
which  make  friends  by  the  multitude. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman, 
Levin  L.  Waters,  was  born  upon  the  farm  which 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject.  He  died 
when  but  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  had 
studied  medicine,  but  had  not  yet  engaged  in 
practice  when  the  death  summons  came  to  him, 
as  he  had  been  brought  up  as  a farmer  and  had 
always  cultivated  his  fine  place.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, though  not  a politician,  and  voted  for  An- 
drew Jackson.  His  father,  William,  was  a native 
of  this  county,  and  was  also  a farmer.  The  fam- 
ily in  this  county  dates  back  to  one  John  Waters, 
who  purchased  land  here  in  1685,  but  his  ances- 
tors were  in  America  for  some  time  before  that 
event.  Col.  Edward  Waters,  the  founder  of  the 
line  on  these  shores,  came  from  England  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  figured  prominently  in  the  early  Indian 


wars  there.  He  died  in  1628,  in  Elizabeth  City, 
Va.,  and  his  widow'  subsequently  married  Col. 
Obedience  Robins.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
wTas  Eliza,  daughter  of  James  C.  Hyland,  a na- 
tive of  this  county.  Her  grandfather,  Lambert 
Hyland,  came  to  this  locality  from  Cecil  County, 
Md.,  and  one  of  his  sons,  John,  was  killed  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Lambert  Hyland  was  a son  of 
Stephen  Hyland,  w'ho  represented  Cecil  County 
in  the  convention  which  assembled  in  Annapolis 
in  1774,  and  protested  against  the  Boston  port 
bill.  Mrs.  Eliza  Waters  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years,  leaving  two  children,  Levin  and 
Annie.  The  latter  is  the  widow  of  Levin  Wool- 
ford,  a well-known  lawyer  who  served  a§  state 
comptroller  eight  years. 

Levin  L.  Waters  was  born  May  9,  1828,  and 
was  only  five  years  old  when  his  father  died. 
When  his  mother,  too,  was  called  to  her  silent 
rest,  he  was  eighteen,  and  at  once  assumed  the 
management  of  the  old  farm,  which  is  a fine  place 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  this  has 
always  been  home  to  him.  His  higher  education 
was  gained  in  Washington  Academy  of  Princess 
Anne,  Somerset  County,  this  institution  having 
been  one  of  the  best  in  its  day.  When  he  was 
about  twenty-seven  he  began  reading  law  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Woolford,  and  in  1859  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

I11  that  year  Mr.  Waters  married  Miss  Lucretia, 
daughter  of  Col.  Arnold  E.  Jones,  who  was  a man 
of  great  public  spirit,  a leader  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  state  legislature.  He  was  an  of- 
ficer in  a militia  company,  and  died  when  about 
fifty  years  had  passed  over  his  head.  His  son, 
Arnold  Elzey,  was  a gallant  commander  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  led  the  troops  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run.  He  was  promoted  on  account 
of  his  bravery  and  leadership  at  that  noted  en- 
gagement to  the  rank  of  general.  As  there  were 
so  many  men  by  the  name  of  Jones  in  the  army 
he  dropped  his  surname,  and  by  act  of  legislature 
was  allowed  to  assume  the  title  of  Arnold  Elzey 
instead.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waters  are:  Arnold  E. , a member  of  the  banking 
firm  of  Townsend,  Scott  & Son,  of  Baltimore; 
Levin  L. , who  is  in  the  office  of  the  Mount 
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Vernon  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Baltimore; 
Henry  Jackson,  now  practicing  law  in  partner- 
ship with  his  father;  and  Emily  R.  and  Eliza  W. , 
who  are  at  home. 

From  1858  until  1861  Mr.  Waters  conducted  a 
newspaper  here  and  at  that  time  abandoned  the 
enterprise  on  account  of  being  a sympathizer 
with  the  southerners  and  secession.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  in  1864  was 
elected  by  his  party  friends  to  the  senate  of  Mary- 
land. That  honorable  body  had  a Democratic 
majority  of  but  two  members,  and  the  party  feel- 
ing ran  very  high.  A few  days  after  Mr.  Waters 
was  elected  he  was  asked  to  resign  his  place,  on 
account  of  his  politics,  by  Gen.  Lew  Wallace, 
and  to  this  he  responded  that  he  had  been  elected 
by  the  people  and  would  not  give  up  his  rights. 
He  said,  moreover*  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy 
with  Lincoln  and  the  administration,  and  a 
charge  was  brought  against  him  of  raising  a 
rebel  flag  at  his  newspaper  office  in  Princess 
Anne.  (This  had  been  the  act  of  other  parties.) 
A few  days  later  Mr.  Waters  was  arrested  by 
General  Lockwood  and  staff,  and  though  paroled 
for  a short  time  he  was  rearrested  when  he  re- 
ported according  to  his  word,  and  was  imprisoned 
for  two  months.  After  going  through  a military 
trial  he  was  released  and  returned  to  his  place  in 
the  senate,  filling  out  his  time,  which  covered  the 
sessions  of  1864,  1865,  1866,  1867.  In  1870  he 
was  appointed  clerk  of  this  county  to  fill  an  un- 
expired term,  and  was  afterwards  elected  to  that 
office,  in  which  he  served  for  eight  years.  He 
was  honored  by  being  made  a member  of  the 
commission  on  the  disputed  question  of  the  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  boundaries,  and  was  interested 
in  the  same  for  years.  Twice  he  was  candidate 
for  the  house  of  delegates,  but  was  defeated,  and 
in  1892  was  again  elected  to  the  state  senate.  In 
1867  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  charter  for 
the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  this  and 
Worcester  Counties,  and  was  made  president  of 
the  same,  a position  he  held  until  1892,  when  he 
became  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany, which  position  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 
This  concern  is  a mutual  and  conservative  one. 
It  has  never  assessed  a premium  note,  has  accu- 


mulated a large  surplus  and  its  premium  notes 
amount  to  about  $100,000.  Mr.  Waters  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  old  Washington  Acad- 
emy here  for  about  twenty  years.  He  is  past 
master  of  Manokin  Lodge  No.  106,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  is  a vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  here. 


APT.  JOSEPH  S.  HARRISON,  a retired 
bay  captain,  resides  in  Bay  Hundred  dis- 
trict, Talbot  County,  where  he  owns  and 
operates  a small  farm.  Few  seafaring  men  are 
more  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  occupation 
than  he  is,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  freighting 
business  is  especially  thorough,  for  he  engaged 
in  running  freight  boats  to  Baltimore  for  forty 
years.  In  1882  he  retired  from  the  water  and 
has  since  lived  quietly  upon  his  farm,  giving  his 
attention  to  its  management.  Altogether  his 
possessions  aggregate  about  five  hundred  acres, 
but  much  of  this  is  cultivated  by  his  sons. 

The  Harrison  family  came  to  Talbot  County 
from  England  and  was  represented  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  county. 
The  captain’s  grandfather,  Thomas,  was  born  in 
Bay  Hundred  district  and  was  a life-long  farmer, 
dying  here  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Levi,  father  of  the 
captain,  was  born  in  this  district,  where  he  re- 
sided throughout  life,  engaging  in  the  carpenter’s 
trade  and  the  occupation  of  a farmer.  Politically 
he  affiliated  with  the  Democrats.  From  youth 
he  was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  was  long  a steward,  and  was 
very  prominent  in  church  work.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1875,  when  he  was  seventy- one  years 
of  age.  He  married  Anna  Jones,  who  passed 
away  at  eighty-two  years  of  age.  Of  their  eleven 
children  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Capt. 
JosephS.;  Elizabeth,  who  lives  in  this  district; 
William  P.,  a resident  of  Cambridge;  and  Charles, 
of  this  district. 

In  the  district  where  he  now  resides,  Captain 
Harrison  was  born  November  12,  1828.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  public  schools.  At 
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the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  follow  the  water, 
being  first  a helper  in  a sailing-vessel  between 
Talbot  County  and  Baltimore.  After  one  year  in 
that  capacity  he  took  charge  of  a boat  in  which 
his  father  owned  an  interest,  and  he  continued  as 
captain  of  it  for  four  years.  Then,  in  partnership 
with  A.  H.  Seth,  he  built  a boat,  of  which  he 
was  captain  for  eleven  years.  He  continued  in 
the  freighting  business  for  forty  years,  when  he 
retired  to  a farm.  Though  not  active  in  politics, 
he  is  firm  in  his  convictions  and  always  supports 
Democratic  principles.  For  twenty  years  or 
more  he  has  been  a steward  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  of  which  denomination 
he  is  an  active  and  interested  worker. 

Captain  Harrison  married  Sarah  V.,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  Cummings;  she  was  reared  by  her 
aunt,  Mary  Marshall,  who  resided  with  her  until 
she  passed  away  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six. 
The  nine  children  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Harrison 
are  named  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  wife  of  John  L. 
Warner;  Levina,  who  married  John  T.  Howarth; 
Henrietta,  wife  of  John  M.  Singer;  Josephine, 
Mrs.  Clinton  Porter;  Amelia,  widow  of  Mark 
Porter;  Stella,  who  married  Capt.  L.  E.  Ford; 
Lewis  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Wittman,  Talbot  County;  Charles  P.,  a 
farmer  residing  near  the  old  homestead;  and 
George  K. , who  also  cultivates  farm  property 
near  his  father’s  home. 


AMES  C.  TAWES.  Few  men  in  Maryland 
are  better  acquainted  with  the  fish  and  oys- 
ter business  in  its  every  detail  than  is  the 
subject  of  this  article,  who  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Tawes  & Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  fish 
and  crabs,  at  Crisfield.  His  familiarity  with  the 
business  led  to  his  selection  by  Governor  Lowndes 
for  the  important,  responsible  position  of  fish 
commissioner  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  to  which  of- 
fice he  was  appointed  May  1,  1896.  There  are 
but  two  fish  commissioners  in  the  state,  one  for 
the  Western  and  the  other  for  the  Eastern  Shore, 
and  the  office  is  considered  one  of  the  best  politi- 


cal positions  in  Maryland.  Under  him  there  are 
three  deputies  in  charge  of  about  twenty-five 
boats  and  a force  of  men,  who  propagate  and  pro- 
tect the  fishing  interests  of  the  state  and  seek  to 
prevent  the  diminishing  of  the  supply  of  perch, 
shad  and  trout  in  the  bay. 

I11  Crisfield  district,  Somerset  County,  James  C. 
Tawes  was  born  May  7,  1861,  and  is  a son  of 
Edward  and  Grace  (Lawson)  Tawes,  also  natives 
of  this  district.  His  father,  who  was  a seafaring 
man  during  much  of  his  active  life,  for  a time 
kept  a small  store  near  Jenkin’s  Creek  bridge, 
and  when  the  railroad  was  built  through  Somer- 
set County,  he  opened  an  oyster  packing  house, 
being  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  business 
here.  For  several  years  he  carried  on  a large 
trade  in  oyster  shells,  which  he  packed  and 
shipped  to  distant  points.  He  continued  in  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  in  1890,  at  seventy. years  ot 
age.  Politically  he  was  a Republican.  When  the 
town  of  Crisfield  was  incorporated  he  was  elected 
a commissioner,  which  position  he  held  for  two 
terms  and  then  resigned.  An  earnest  Christian, 
he  held  a Sunday-school  in  his  own  home  before 
there  were  any  churches  in  this  vicinity.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  erection  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  remained  an  active  worker  in  its  be- 
half as  long  as  he  lived.  In  1867  he  established 
the  business  now  owned  by  his  sons,  and  of  this 
firm  he  continued  a member  until  his  demise. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a member 
consisted  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  next  to 
the  youngest  died  unnamed  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  Margaret,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Chel- 
ton;  Noah  R.,  of  Somerset  County;  Laura  A., 
H.  E.,  Arentha  C.,  George  W.,  John  W. , 
James  C.,  Isaac  H.,  Lillian  and  Charles  L.  When 
fifteen  years  of  age  our  subject  began  clerking  in 
the  grocery  owned  by  Thomas  Dougherty,  of  Cris- 
field, but  after  a year  he  became  an  employe  of 
Edward  Mauck,  owner  of  a clothing  store  here. 
Two  years  later,  when  the  business  was  sold,  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business  for  himself,  re- 
maining in  that  enterprise  until  his  store  was 
burned  in  1882.  In  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  for  a 
few  months  he  clerked  for  J.  C.  Eaglehoff,  pro- 


CAPT.  JOSEPH  H.  SPEDDEN. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


699 


prietor  of  one  of  the  largest  shoe  houses  in  Mis- 
souri. On  resigning  from  that  position  he  re- 
turned to  Maryland  and  for  two  months  carried 
on  a grocery  in  Crisfield,  but  then  sold  out  and 
went  to  Hornellsville,  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  carried  on  a branch  of  the  oyster  business  for 
three  years,  meeting  with  fair  success.  On  his 
return  home  he  was  interested  with  his  father  in 
the  oyster  business  for  a year  and  then  went  on 
the  road,  soliciting  the  trade  in  Chicago,  St. 
Louis  and  other  western  cities. 

The  next  business  venture  of  Mr.  Tawes  was 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Tawes,  Sterling  & Co., 
wholesale  dealers  in  oysters  in  Baltimore,  but 
after  two  seasons  the  firm  failed.  Again  he  re- 
turned to  Crisfield,  and  this  place  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Under  the  administration  ot 
President  Harrison  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  held  the  office  two  years  under  President 
Cleveland.  While  serving  as  postmaster,  he  was 
also  interested  in  the  oyster  business.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican  and  one  of  the  leading  politi- 
cians of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Like  all  men  of  firm 
convictions  he  has  opponents  in  politics,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  has  many  warm  friends. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  a member  of  the  official  board.  He 
married  Margaret  Croswell,  of  Crisfield,  and  they 
have  had  three  children:  Margaret;  Julius,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Adeline. 

APT.  JOSEPH  HUGH  SPEDDEN,  an  hon- 
ored old  resident  of  Dorchester  County,  his 
home  being  in  the  seventh  district,  won  his 
title  in  the  days  of  his  early  manhood  and  prime, 
when  he  earned  his  livelihood  upon  the  sea  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  his  future  prosperity.  In 
his  two  callings,  among  the  sailors  and  agricult- 
urists, he  has  been  in  touch  with  the  two  distinct 
classes  which  make  up  a large  proportion  of  the 
population  of  Maryland,  and  his  friends  are  legion 
among  them. 

The  Speddens  have  long  been  numbered  among 
the  best  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  County,  and  to 


one  of  the  captain’s  ancestors  a certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  eighth  district  was  granted.  This 
property  is  now  in  the  possession  of  John  L. 
Spedden,  and  is  the  original  homestead  on  which 
was  born  the  captain’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Robert  B.,  and  his  own  father,  Robert  B.,  Jr. 
The  latter  married  Margaret  Cook,  and  of  their 
children  Thomas  is  deceased;  Mary  died  when 
four-seor,e  years  old;  Robert  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Henry  is  deceased;  Joseph  H.  is  our  subject; 
Prudence  and  John  are  deceased;  and  Levin  is  a 
farmer  of  St.  Mary’s  County,  Md. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Spedden  was  born  upon  a farm  in 
the  eighth  district  of  Dorchester  County,  October 
24,  1821.  He  stayed  with  his  parents,  giving 
them  his  dutiful  assistance  in  the  general  work  of 
the  old  home  place  up  to  the  time  he  was  seven- 
teen, and  was  a student  for  a portion  of  each  year 
in  the  public  schools.  The  love  for  the  sea  was 
strong  within  his  youthful  breast,  and  in  1838 
he  obtained  a place  as  a sailor  before  the  mast  on 
a schooner  which  plied  Chesapeake  Bay.  When 
he  was  only  eighteen  he  was  master  of  a vessel, 
and  made  three  voyages  to  the  West  Indies  a few 
years  later.  In  time  he  had  laid  aside  a sum  of 
money  which  he  at  length  invested  in  a sailing- 
vessel,  becoming  a part  owner  in  the  same. 
Altogether  he  lived  on  the  waters  of  Chesapeake 
Bay  most  of  the  time  for  a period  of  eighteen 
years,  and  when  he  decided  to  leave  the  calling 
it  was  a matter  of  deep  regret  to  many  whom  he 
had  endeared  to  him  by  his  manly,  upright  ways. 
It  was  in  1856  that  he  purchased  his  pleasant 
home  here  of  William  L-  Hearn,  and  ever  since 
that  time  he  has  given  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  farm. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  herein 
contained,  and  raises  a general  line  of  the  cereals 
and  products  which  flourish  in  these  parts.  He 
is  a Democrat  and  was  elected  to  serve  as  assessor 
of  this  district  in  1876,  and  was  also  the  second 
person  to  occupy  the  office  of  register  here. 

The  marriage  of  the  captain  was  solemnized 
January  1,  1855,  with  Margaret  Wheeler,  of  the 
eighth  district,  and  a son  and  a daughter  came  to 
cheer  their  hearts.  Sally,  the  elder  child,  is  the 
wife  of  William  P.  Beckwith,  who  has  an  ex- 


700 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


cellent  position  as  a teacher  in  the  academy  at 
East  New  Market.  Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  is  still  at 
home  with  his  parents,  and  is  a great  help  m the 
operation  of  the  farm.  He  is  a young  man  of 
good  principles,  and  is  a rising  young  farmer  of 
the  community.  The  family  are  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Cambridge,  and  are  lib- 
eral contributors  to  its  support. 


OUIS  LACEY  BEATTY,  school  examiner 
for  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  educators  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  October  10,  1780. 
He  immigrated  to  the  United  States  when  quite 
young  and  settled  in  Newcastle  County,  Del., 
where  he  married  Catherine  Bradford,  April 
10,  1803.  His  death  occurred  August  14,  1859. 
Catherine  Bradford  was  born  in  Newcastle  Coun- 
ty, Del.,  May  6,  1773,  and  died  December  31, 
1831.  Both  were  buried  in  Salem  Cemetery,  near 
Cooch’s  Bridge. 

Louis  Hunter  Beatty,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Newcastle  County,  Del.,  his 
birth  having  occurred  October  5,  1814.  He  was 
educated  at  Newark  Academy,  was  graduated  in 
medicine  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia,  and  settled  at  Ingleside,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md. , where  for  many  }7ears  he 
was  a successful  practitioner  and  farmer.  In 
April,  1839,  he  married  Catherine  Amelia  Robin- 
son, of  Denton,  Md.  From  1847  f°  1849  Dr. 
Beatty  occupied  the  chair  of  obstetrics  and  dis- 
eases of  women  and  children  in  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Medicine.  He  died  August  17,  1871, 
from  injuries  resulting  from  a fall,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Sudlersville  (Md.)  Cemetery.  His  wife, 
Catherine  A.  Robinson,  was  born  March  25, 
1822,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Sallie  R.  (Mitch- 
ell) Robinson.  She  is  still  living  (December  14, 
1897).  Her  brother,  the  late  John  Mitchell  Rob- 
inson, was  very  prominent  in  Maryland,  being 
chief  judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  appeals  of 


the  state  of  Maryland  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
January,  1896.  To  Louis  H.  Beatty  and  his 
wife  were  born  the  following  children:  Josephine 
A.,  Sarah  R.,  Laura,  Arthur  J.,  Louis  Lacey, 
Ralph  R.,  Frederic  W.  and  Eugene  Mitchell. 

Louis  Lacey  Beatty  was  born  at  Ingleside, 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  August  3,  1850,  and 
received  his  education  at  Dickinson  College,  at 
Carlisle,  Pa.  From  1881  to  1886  inclusive,  he 
was  county  surveyor  of  Queen  Anne’s  County. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  chosen  county  school 
examiner  or  superintendent  of  the  public  schools, 
also  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the  school  board 
of  the  county.  For  six  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  state  board  of  education  of  Maryland,  and 
has  been  interested  in  public  education  nearly  all 
his  life,  especially  in  his  native  county.  Decem- 
ber 9,  1896,  he  married  Mary  Morling  Sudler, 
daughter  of  the  late  J.  Morling  Sudler,  of  Sud- 
lersville, Queen  Anne’s  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beatty  now  reside  at  Centreville,  the  county  seat 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  he  has  his  pub- 
lic offices. 


SCAR  M.  PURNELL,  one  of  the  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Democratic  Messen- 
ger at  Snow  Hill,  the  official  paper  of  Wor- 
cester County,  was  born  in  the  city  where  he 
now  resides,  October  20,  1858.  His  parents, 
Stephen  D.  and  Mary  J.  (Laws)  Purnell,  were 
natives  of  this  county,  where  the  former  died  in 
1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  j^ears;  the  widowed 
mother,  a lady  of  seventy  years,  still  resides  in 
Snow  Hill.  In  her  family  there  were  originally 
twelve  children,  and  of  these  the  following 
survive:  William  Matthew,  Stephen  L-,  James 

L-,  Oscar  M.,  George  E.,  John  W.  and  Mary  K. 
The  eldest,  William  M.  Purnell,  owns  and 
occupies  a farm  that  was  taken  up  by  one  of 
three  brothers,  who  came  together  from  England 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  bringing  with  them 
their  personal  effects,  furniture,  stock,  etc.,  in 
a boat.  They  settled  within  the  present  con- 
fines of  Worcester  County.  Another  of  the  sons, 
Ralph  C.,  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
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ment  of  the  University  of  Maryland  in  April, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  On  July  26  of 
the  same  year,  he  was  drowned  at  Scott’s  Beach. 
Of  the  surviving  brothers,  Stephen  L.  is  a mer- 
chant in  Snow  Hill  and  a judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court  in  Worcester  County;  James  L.  is  gen- 
eral manager  for  the  Home  Sewing  Machine 
Company  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  George  E.  is  a 
dentist  at  Guadalajara,  Mexico,  and  is  also  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Jalisca  Packing 
Company;  and  John  W.  is  a dentist  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  while  Mary  K.,  the  only  daughter, 
resides  with  her  mother  in  Snow  Hill. 

On  the  farm  where  he  was  born  October  20, 
1858,  the  early  life  of  our  subject  was  unevent- 
fully passed.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  Snow  Hill  high  school.  He 
entered  Washington  College  immediately  after- 
ward in  1876  and  took  the  four  years’  classical 
course  in  that  institution,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  1880.  O11  his  return  home  he  began  to 

read  law  with  Upshun  & Purnell,  with  which 
firm  he  remained  until  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1882.  He  practiced  his  profession  from 
that  time  until  January,  1887,  when,  in  partner- 
ship with  C.  L-  Vincent,  he  bought  the  Detno- 
cratic  Messenger,  The  young  men  are  inde- 
fatigable workers  and  the  paper  which  they 
publish  is  pronounced  by  many  well-posted  men 
to  be  one  of  the  best  county  papers  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Purnell  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Equitable  Building  and  Loan  Association  of 
Snow  Hill,  an  institution  that  was  established  in 
December,  1894,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of 
the  most  solid  financial  institutions  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  B'raternally  he  is  Past  Grand  in 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a 
member  of  the  Tribe  of  Red  Men,  being  a char- 
ter member  of  Nassawango  Tribe  of  Snow  Hill. 
He  is  a decided  Democrat  in  opinions,  but  has 
never  sought  political  distinction,  being  content 
with  the  management  of  his  business  interests. 
He  has  represented  his  county  in  local  and  other 
conventions,  the  most  notable  of  these  being  the 
memorable  judicial  convention  in  the  First  Judi- 
cial Circuit  of  Maryland,  when  six  thousand  bal- 
lots were  taken  before  a decision  was  reached  . 
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(For  full  particulars  of  this  convention  see  life  of 
C.  J.  Purnell.)  In  1883  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  D. 
Purnell,  register  of  wills  for  Worcester  County. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Eloise 
and  Julia,  and  in  religious  connections  both  are 
members  of  the  Makemie  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Snow  Hill,  of  which  Mr.  Purnell  is 
treasurer.  Mr.  Purnell  was  appointed  auditor  in 
chancery  by  Judge  Charles  F.  Holland  in  1885, 
but  resigned  the'  position  after  purchasing  the 
Democratic  Messenger  in  1887,  in  order  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  writing  for  his  paper,  its  im- 
provement and  the  advancement  of  its  interests. 
He  had  personal  supervision  of  the  books  and 
subscription  list  and  increased  the  number  of 
subscribers  from  about  three  hundred  to  fifteen 
hundred  annual  bona  fide  readers. 


REDERICK  A.  ADAMS,  M.  D.,  resides 
upon  the  estate  in  Somerset  County  that 
has  been  occupied  by  the  Adams  family 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury. It  is  situated  in  Brinkley’s  district  and 
consists  of  one  hundred  acres,  devoted  to  the 
raising  of  general  farm  products.  While  super- 
intending the  cultivation  of  the  place,  the  doctor 
gives  his  time  principally  to  professional  work; 
he  has  a valuable  practice  among  the  people  of 
his  locality  and  in  addition  thereto  is  medical 
examiner  for  the  New  York  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  Heptasophs  and  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen. 

Upon  the  home  farm,  where  our  subject  was 
born  in  1840,  the  birth  of  his  father,  James  F. 
Adams,  occurred  in  18 11.  The  latter  was  a 
descendant  of  English  ancestors  who  came  to 
Somerset  County  in  an  early  day;  by  occupation 
a farmer,  he  owned  a large  and  valuable  planta- 
tion and  also  had  in  his  possession  a number  of 
slaves.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  but  was 
not  active  in  politics.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  proprietor  of  an  inn  at  Rehobeth,  and  when 
the  conflict  ended  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  where 
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he  embarked  in  the  live  stock  business,  remain- 
ing in  that  city  until  his  death,  at  fifty-eight 
years  of  age.  He  was  a son  of  Josiah  Adams,  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  Somerset  County, 
a large  farmer  and  slave  owner,  and  a sergeant 
in  the  war  of  1812.  The  wife  of  James  F.  Adams 
was  Elizabeth  Wilson,  a lady  of  energetic  dis- 
position and  Christian  character;  she  died  at 
fifty-eight  years  of  age. 

Of  a family  of  four  children  the  doctor  is  the 
only  survivor.  He  was  reared  in  Brinkley’s 
district  and  received  his  education  at  Washing- 
ton Academy,  Princess  Anne,  and  in  a private 
school  in  Baltimore,  where  he  was  a student  for 
two  j^ears.  During  the  period  of  the  war  he 
remained  in  the  south.  In  1865  he  came  back 
home  and  soon  afterward  began  the  study  of 
medicine  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  graduated  in  1867  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  He  then  returned  to  the  old 
home,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs,  and  with  his  family  attends 
the  Episcopal  Church.  In  1868  he  married 
Sallie  W.,  daughter  of  Jephtha  Hayman.  They 
have  one  son  and  three  daughters,  James  F., 
Gertrude  E.,  Lucille  H.  and  Marie  H. 


NON.  THOMAS  LECOMPTE,  who  was 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court  from  1881  to 
1889,  a period  of  eight  years,  and  during 
his  second  term  was  chief  judge,  comes  from  one 
of  the  oldest  and  representative  families  of  Dor- 
chester County.  His  celebrated  ancestor,  An- 
thony Le  Compte,  was  a Frenchman  by  birth,  as 
his  name  would  imply,  but  was  forced  to  flee 
from  his  native  land  during  the  religious  perse- 
cutions of  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  cent- 
ury. His  estates  were  confiscated  and  he,  taking 
refuge  in  England,  took  up  arms  against  his 
mother  country,  which  had  served  him  so  cruelly, 
and  for  his  valor  and  bravery  in  the  service  of 
the  British  king  he  was  knighted  and  given  a coat 


of  arms  and  other  evidences  of  the  high  esteem 
in  which  the  sovereign  held  him.  He  married  a 
certain  Esther  Doatloan,  whose  acquaintance  he 
made  in  London.  They  had  a common  country 
and  a common  grievance  against  France,  for  she 
was  also  a Protestant,  compelled  to  seek  a home 
in  a foreign  land.  Anthony  Le  Compte,  with 
his  charming  young  wife,  decided  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  America,  and  upon  arriving  here  in 
1654  settled  upon  land  to  which  he  held  grants 
under  Lord  Baltimore.  This  property  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Charles  Mitchell.  (For  further 
particulars  of  the  Le  Compte  ancestry  see  sketch 
of  J.  S.  Shepherd.) 

The  subject  of  this  article  owns  a part  of  the 
beautiful  and  historic  farm  known  far  and  near 
as  Castle  Haven.  It  is  situated  about  nine  miles 
from  Cambridge,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Clioptank 
River,  which  is  about  tw7o  miles  wide  here.  The 
peninsula,  of  which  Castle  Haven  is  a part, 
affords  from  its  deeply  indented  shores  fine  views 
of  the  beautiful  river  and  bay,  and  is  as  pictur- 
esque a spot  as  can  be  easily  found  upon  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  farm 
which  belongs  to  Mr.  Le  Compte  is  a tract  of  one 
hundred  acres,  with  a substantial  residence  and 
good  barns  and  other  buildings.  The  place  was 
purchased  by  him  about  1856,  and  he  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  its  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation with  gratifying  results. 

Judge  Le  Compte  was  born  near  Castle  Haven 
April  22,  1820,  being  a son  of  William  G.,  a na- 
tive of  the  same  place  and  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812.  In  the  annals  of  this  locality  it  was 
recorded  that  a British  regiment  was  landed  here 
with  the  object  of  plundering  the  surrounding 
farmers  and  then  proceeding  to  Cambridge,  but 
that  for  some  reason  their  plans  were  changed  as 
far  as  the  town  was  concerned,  and  they  re- 
embarked in  a short  time.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  the  judge  was  Isaiah  Le  Compte,  who 
was  born,  lived  and  died  at  Castle  Haven.  Our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  old  farm, 
learning,  when  quite  young,  to  properly  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  resting  upon  the  man  who 
would  be  a successful  agriculturist.  I11  his  youth 
he  formed  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  in 
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whatever  he  undertook  that  have  been  the  basis 
of  his  later  prosperity.  For  a great  many  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  acquaintances  of  his  whole  lifetime  esteem 
him  very  highly,  and  have  the  greatest  confidence 
in  his  sterling  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

In  1840  the  marriage  of  the  judge  and  Miss 
Margaret  Cook  was  solemnized.  Eight  children 
blessed  their  union,  and  those  who  lived  became 
worthy  and  respected  citizens  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  took  up  their  abode.  Three  of  the 
children  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  are,  viz.: 
Thomas  I.,  a merchant  of  this  district;  Daniel 
H.,  a merchant  of  Cambridge;  Samuel  E-,  a 
merchant  of  Hills  Point  and  sheriff  of  Dorchester 
County;  Mary  L-,  wife  of  John  L.  Spedden,  a 
farmer  near  Hills  Point;  and  Margaret  N.,  wife 
of  George  E.  Hearn.  The  latter  reside  upon  the 
farm  with  the  judge’s  family. 


CVSAAC  J.  STREET.  Among  the  reliable  busi- 
ness men  and  trustworthy  citizens  of  Tyaskin 
district,  Wicomico  County,  is  this  respected 
agriculturist.  He  is  quite  well-to-do  from  a finan- 
cial standpoint  and  owns  nearly  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  here.  He  has  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements  upon  the  place  where  he 
dwells  and  endeavors  to  keep  everything  up  in  a 
thrifty  condition.  He  is  a practical  and  progress- 
ive farmer  and  usually  meets  with  good  success 
in  his  monetary  ventures. 

The  Streets  have  been  residents  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  for  several  generations  and  have  been 
noted  for  their  honesty,  industry  and  persever- 
ance along  agricultural  lines.  They  have  been 
trusted  always  by  their  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances, who  know  them  to  be  uniformly  upright, 
just  and  law-abiding.  Though  ordinarily  they 
quietly  pursue  “the  even  tenor  of  their  way” 
they  are  of  the  stock  that  would  suffer  any  loss 
or  endure  any  sacrifice  in  the  defense  of  their  be- 
loved fatherland,  ••  and  particularly  would  they 
place  their  all  upon  the  altar  of  their  own  dear 


Maryland  should  it  ever  become  necessary  to 
protect  her  rights  with  their  property  or  lives. 
They  have  resided  here  so  long  that  it  is  not 
definitely  known  when  they  cast  in  their  destinies 
with  our  people,  but  the  father  and  grandfather 
of  our  subject  were  both  natives  of  this  county. 
The  first-named  was  Capt.  Thomas  Street,  who 
followed  the  life  of  a sailor  for  years  and  finally 
became' master  of  a ship  that  plied  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  His  home  and  headquarters  were 
upon  a farm  which  he  cultivated  or  supervised 
when  away  from  home  part  of  the  time.  His 
wife  bore  the  girlhood  name  of  Ann  Williams, 
and  she,  too,  was  a native  of  eastern  Maryland. 
Of  their  six  children  but  three  are  living,  viz.: 
Thomas,  Isaac  J.  and  Sallie. 

The  birth  of  Isaac  J.  Street  took  place  Novem- 
ber 17,  1846,  upon  the  parental  homestead,  where 
his  next  few  years  were  passed.  His  education 
was  such  as  could  be  gained  in  the  district 
schools,  which  he  attended  during  a part  of  each 
year.  The  rest  of  the  time  he  helped  in  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  was  trained  in  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  business  methods.  Since  reaching 
man’s  estate  he  has  been  interested  in  saw- 
milling and  has  carried  on  this  enterprise  in  con- 
nection with  regular  farming.  Summing  up  his 
life  thus  far  from  a worldly  point  of  view  he  has 
been  very  successful  when  one  takes  into  due 
consideration  that  he  has  met  with  many  difficul- 
ties and  obstacles,  but  has  bravely  overcome  them 
one  by  one.  He  is  a Knight  of  Pythias,  being  a 
member  of  Nanticoke  Lodge  No.  81,  of  Nanti- 
coke  village.  Both  he  and  his  family  have  long 
been  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  have  taken  an  active  part  in  further- 
ing its  many  admirable  departments  of  useful- 
ness. In  his  attitude  upon  political  issues  he  is 
to  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  Democracy,  in 
which  party  he  thoroughly  believes. 

Realizing  that  a good  wife  is  the  crown  of  a 
man’s  life  Mr.  Street  won  for  his  bride  Miss 
Mary  W.  Catlin,  of  this  county,  their  marriage 
taking  place  November  17,  1870.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  in  the  order  of  their  birth 
are:  Hattie  L. ; Mary  A.;  Amos  R.;  Lena  A., 
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wife  of  Charles  Parks;  and  Adah  L.  Hattie  L. 
is  the  wife  of  Mareellus  Windsor  and  their  fam- 
ily comprises  Isaac  W.  and  two  infants,  Langford 
and  Matt,  who,  with  a brother  that  died  at  about 
three  months  old,  were  triplets.  The  faithful  wife 
of  our  subject  was  called  to  the  home  beyond 
April  15,  1884,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  her  mar- 
ried life,  and  aged  but  thirty-five  years.  She  had 
been  a true  helpmate,  sharing  the  joys  and  sor- 
sowsofher  husband  and  helping  him  in  an  end- 
less variety  of  ways  to  bear  the  burdens  that 
rested  upon  his  shoulders. 


ENJAMIN  S.  PUSEY,  a much-respected 
citizen  of  the  second  district  of  Wicomico 
County,  has  been  occupied  extensively  in 
farming,  dairying  and  operating  a sawmill  here 
for  years,  and  is  successful  and  well-off.  Upon 
political  questions  he  sides  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 
This  county  being  Democratic,  he  has  not  been 
elected  to  office,  though  he  has  been  a candidate 
for  the  positions  of  sheriff  and  commissioner  on 
his  own  party  ticket.  He  is  an  advocate  of  all 
movements  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  good 
of  the  country  in  general  and  for  his  own  commu- 
nity in  particular,  and  is  a man  who  considers 
the  welfare  of  others  before  his  own. 

Elijah  J.  Pusey,  a most  worthy  man  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  and  was  possessed  of  an  excellent  educa- 
tion. He  was  married  in  May,  1846,  and  had 
taught  school  in  Delaware  for  several  years  pre- 
viously. After  this  event  he  settled  in  Laurel, 
Del.,  where  he  carried  on  a store  until  1855,  when 
he  bought  the  farm  now  the  homestead  of  his  son 
Benjamin.  He  continued  to  dwell  here  until 
shortly  before  his  death,  in  April,  1878.  While 
a resident  of  his  native  state  he  had  served  his 
fellow-citizens  as  their  representative  in  the  state 
legislature,  having  been  elected  upon  the  Whig 
ticket.  An  honorable  Christian  gentleman,  he 
won  the  love  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him, 
and  for  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 


day-school of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  he  belonged.  His  good  wife,  Margaret, 
was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Sheppard,  of  Shep- 
pardsville,  Wicomico  County.  She  died  in  March, 
1897,  her  loss  being  deeply  and  sincerely  mourned 
by  her  hosts  of  warm  friends.  Of  her  children, 
the  following  are  yet  living:  S.  E.  is  the  wife  of 

John  I.  Scott,  of  Philadelphia,  and  L.  H.  is  the 
wife  of  W.  J.  Johnson,  of  Salisbury;  BenjaminS. 
is  the  subject  of  this  article;  and  E.  J.  is  a citizen 
of  this  neighborhood. 

Benjamin  S.  Pusey  was  born  in  Laurel,  Del., 
January  23,  1850,  and  was  a student  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  home  district.  Since  leaving 
school  he  has  given  his  whole  time  to  farming, 
and  is  a thorough  and  practical  man  of  business. 
He  owns  the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  acres,  and  besides  this  he  owns  six 
hundred  acres  elsewhere.  For  a quarter  of  a cent- 
ury he  has  been  a valued  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  February  22,  1880,  Mr. 
Pusey  married  Letitia  J.,  daughter  of  Levin  M. 
Wilson,  and  they  have  had  three  children,  Elihu 
W.,  Mary  E.  and  Margaret  J. 


ISAAC  H.  COULBOURN  is  a member  of  a 
family  long  connected  with  the  history^  of  the 
lower  peninsula.  The  ancestral  records  show 
that  in  1732  a grant  of  seventeen  hundred  acres 
was  made  to  William  Coulbourn,  who  founded 
the  family  in  Somerset  County,  and  established 
his  home  upon  property  that  still  remains  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  grant  taken  in  Somerset 
County,  as  well  as  one  of  the  first  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  peninsula.  When  William  came  to 
this  country  from  England,  he  was  accompanied 
by  a brother,  Isaac,  of  whose  subsequent  settle- 
ment and  history,  however,  nothing  is  known. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Coulbourn, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farm  pursuits,  dying 
there  when  eighty-two  years  of*age.  During  the 
war  of  1812  he  was  a member  of  the  home  guard. 
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Our  subject’s  father,  William  Coulbourn,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. For  about  forty  years  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a mariner,  owning  several  vessels 
that  engaged  in  trading  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
Later  he  retired  to  the  old  homestead  and  there 
he  remained  until  his  death,  at  eighty-two  years 
of  age.  In  politics  a Republican,  he  was  elected 
to  the  legislature  on  the  party  ticket  in  1872  and 
1876,  and  also  served  for  one  term  as  sheriff  of 
Somerset  County.  He  held  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant in  the  old  militia.  Religiously  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  contributed  liberally  to  the  building 
of  the  Old  Side  Church.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Henrietta  Robinson  Berry,  was 
born  in  Middlesex  County,  Va.,  August  18,  1825, 
and  is  now  living  on  the  homestead  in  Somerset 
County.  She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  quite  active  for  one  of 
her  years.  In  her  family  there  are  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  Clara  L-,  wife  of  J.  W. 
Richardson,  of  Washington,  D.  C.;  Isaac  H.; 
Addie  M.,  who  married  F.  A.  Gunby,  a farmer 
of  Somerset  County;  and  William  R.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Roanoke,  Va. 

In  Lawsons  district,  Somerset  County,  our 
subject  was  born  August  21,  1852.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  entered  Dickinson  Seminary',  where 
he  was  a student  for  three  years,  and  later  he 
took  a commercial  course  at  Williamsport,  Pa. 
For  two  years  afterward  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
in  a general  store  at  Crisfield  and  for  a similar 
period  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
here.  I11  1874  he  embarked  in  the  oyster  busi- 
ness on  a small  scale,  becoming  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Brown,  Coulbourn  & Co.,  with  which  he 
was  connected  for  two  years.  For  three  years 
afterward  he  carried  on  the  concern  alone,  and 
then  formed  his  present  co-partnership,  as  a 
meqiber  of  the  firm  of  Long,  Coulbourn  & Co. 
They  own  a large  hardware  store  in  Crisfield  and 
also  do  a large  business  as  dealers  in  and  pack- 
ers of  oysters.  Mr.  Long  attends  to  the  former 
business  and  Mr.  Coulbourn  superintends  the 
latter. 

In  1876  Mr.  Coulbourn  assisted  in  establishing 


the  firm  of  Coulbourn,  Moore  & Co.,  manufact- 
urers of  ice,  and  he  remained  with  the  enter- 
prise when,  in  1892,  it  was  merged  into  the  Cris- 
field Ice  Manufacturing  Company',  of  which  he  is 
now  the  vice-president  and  a director.  Though 
not  active  in  politics,  he  is  stanch  in  his  allegiance 
to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a Christian  in 
belief  and  contributes  to  the  support  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is 
connected.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Improved  Order-of  Heptasophs  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  By  his  marriage  to  Jane  F.,  daughter 
of  William  Roach,  of  Somerset  County,  he  has 
two  sons  and  two  daughters:  William  H. , a bright 
young  man  of  seventeen  years,  now  a medical 
student  in  the  University  of  Maryland;  Caroline 
V.,  Hugh  A.  aud  Ethel  Henrietta. 


* 

q)  FORGE  L.  HICKS,  M.  D.,  has  long  been 
in  active  practice  as  a physician  and  surgeon 
in  Dorchester  County,  and  has  his  office  and 
residence  on  Mill  street,  Cambridge,  where  he 
continues  his  practice.  He  is  a man  of  fine 
presence  and  inspires  confidence  from  the  first 
acquaintanceship.  With  his  charming  and  cult- 
ured wife  he  delights  to  entertain  his  friends, 
and  the  social  circles  of  Cambridge  have,  indeed, 
made  a pleasing  acquisition  in  obtaining  them  for 
citizens. 

The  doctor  is  a native  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  born 
January  3,  1839.  His  father  was  a native  of 
Baltimore  and  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  that  city 
in  the  memorable  battle  of  North  Point  during  the 
war  of  1812.  The  mother  was  a Miss  Elizabeth 
Bayne  in  her  girlhood,  and  of  their  large  family, 
comprising  thirteen  children,  the  doctor  was  next 
to  the  youngest.  His  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  St.  John’s  Academy',  of  Alexandria,  one 
of  his  tutors  having  been  Rev.  James  Kirk,  of 
that  celebrated  institution  of  learning.  Later  he 
took  up  the  study'  of  medicine  and  graduated  from 
the  Columbian  University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  in 
the  class  of  1866.  He  won  extended  experience 
in  the  southern  army,  where  he  rose  to  be  an 
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assistant  to  a leading  surgeon.  After  the  war 
was  concluded,  he  settled  in  Baltimore  County, 
at  a place  now  called  Rossville.  While  a resi- 
dent in  that  place,  his  parents  came  to  pass  their 
remaining  years  with  him,  and  died  under  his 
roof.  In  1868  he  removed  across  the  Chesapeake 
and  opened  an  office  at  Cornersville,  Dorchester 
County,  and  there  spent  the  most  active  years  of 
his  professional  career.  From  that  point,  where 
over  a quarter  of  a century  had  been  passed  in 
arduous  work,  his  calls  taking  him  upon  many 
a long  country  drive  in  all  sorts  of  inclement 
weather,  he  decided  to  come  to  beautiful  Cam- 
bridge, and  give  up  such  laborious  work.  He  was 
influenced  in  this  by  his  own  health,  which  was 
fast  breaking  down  under  the  strain  that  had  so 
long  been  imposed  upon  it.  The  rest  and  change 
have  been  beneficial  to  him  and  he  is  now  more 
robust  than  a few  years  ago.  He  has  always  en- 
deavored to  do  his  full  duty  as  a citizen,  and  has 
b|en  especially  interested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. For  nearly  ten  years  he  served  as  president 
of  the  school  board  of  Dorchester  County,  begin- 
ning with  1869,  when  he  was  elected  by  the 
people  under  the  Van  Bocklyn  law,  and  later 
was  appointed  by  the  judges  of  this  county  and 
by  the  board  elected  president.  Politically  he  had 
always  been  a Democrat. 

March  8,  1868,  the  doctor  married  Miss  Nan- 
nie Hicks,  daughter  of  the  “war  governor’’  of 
Maryland,  Thomas  Holliday  Hicks.  (See  his 
sketch  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. ) Mrs. 
Hicks  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  the  great 
statesman,  and  was  reared  in  an  atmosphere  of 
superior  refinement  and  intellectuality,  as  a casual 
observer  must  concede.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks 
have  reasons  to  be  proud  of  their  four  fine,  prom- 
ising sons,  who  are  a great  credit  to  them.  The 
eldest,  Thomas  Holliday,  named  in  honor  of  his 
revered  grandfather,  is  a graduate  of  St.  John’s 
College,  and  is  noted  for  his  scholarship.  He 
was  a professor  of  Latin  and  English  for  a time, 
then  being  appointed  a paymaster  in  the  United 
States  navy  in  1892,  which  post  he  is  still  occu- 
pying. George  Luther,  an  athlete  of  state-wide 
reputation,  and  particularly  expert  in  football 
matches,  is  assistant  clinical  surgeon  in  the  Mary- 


land University  Hospital,  and  is  a rising  young 
physician.  Fessenden  Fairfax  is  a student  in 
Columbian  University  (medical  department),  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  Chaplain  Galloway  is  a 
bright  little  lad  of  seven  years  at  home  with  his 
parents. 


AMES  C.  JOHNvSON,  sheriff  of  Wicomico 
County,  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  a great 
favorite  in  his  party.  He  would,  undoubt- 
edly, be  re-elected  upon  the  expiration  of  his  pres- 
ent term  of  office,  in  the  fall  of  1897,  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  the  law  of  the  state  on  the  sub- 
ject is  to  the  effect  that  sheriffs  cannot  be  returned 
to  hold  the  position  as  their  own  successor.  He 
has  made  a very  creditable  record,  and  has  given 
universal  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  His  home 
has  been  in  Salisbury  for  the  past  two  years,  but 
his  chief  business  in  life  has  been  that  of  cultivat- 
ing his  desirable  farm,  located  in  the  eighth  dis- 
trict. 

A son  of  James  H.  and  Sallie  Johnson,  both 
natives  of  Parsons  district,  Wicomico  County, 
our  subject  was  born  in  1844.  His  grandfather, 
Purnell  Johnson,  was  a sheriff  in  Worcester 
County,  in  years  long  since  fled,  and  he  was  a 
descendant  of  early  settlers  upon  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  parents  of  James  C. 
were  people  of  ordinary  means,  but  nobly  strove 
to  do  their  whole  duty  toward  their  children, 
neighbors  and  friends.  They  had  four  children, 
of  whom  Susan  E.  became  the  wife  of  George  T. 
Parsons,  a farmer  and  at  one  time  sheriff  of  Som- 
erset County.  Mrs.  Parsons  died  and  left  no 
children.  Theodore  P.,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
Johnson  family,  resides  in  Nutters  district,  where 
he  owns  and  operates  a farm.  Sarah  J.  married 
Jehu  Parsons,  a farmer  of  Somerset  County. 
James  H.  Johnson,  the  father,  departed  this 
life  in  his  prime,  in  1856.  His  wife,  Sallie, 
preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  about  three  years. 

James  C.  Johnson  was  thus  left  an  orphan  by 
the  time  he  was  twelve  years  old.  His  education 
was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  common  schools 
in  the  main,  though  it  was  his  privilege  to  attend 
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the  Salisbury  Academy  for  six  months  or  so. 
Having  concluded  to  adopt  his  father’s  calling  as 
a means  of  making  his  livelihood,  he  embarked  in 
earnest  in  the  enterprise  upon  reaching  mature 
years.  He  began  farming  in  Nutters  district, 
and  still  owns  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  acres  there.  In  1873  Mr.  Johnson  married 
Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jehu  Parsons  and 
they  have  three  children:  George  P. , James  N . 
and  Ernest  M.  C. 


NON.  J.  H.  W.  G.  WEEDON,  M.  D.  Promi- 
nent among  the  physicians  of  the  second 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  stands 
Dr.  Weedon,  whose  success  in  practice  has  been 
such  as  to  establish  him  in  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  For  some  time  he  conducted  farm  pur- 
suits in  connection  with  medical  practice,  finding 
the  one  a congenial  contrast  to  the  other.  How- 
ever, his  practice  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  relinquish  his  work  as  an 
agriculturist  and  concentrate  his  attention  upon 
his  professional  work. 

In  the  fourth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County 
Dr.  Weedon  was  born  September  1,  1836,  a son 
of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Legg)  Weedon,  who 
spent  their  lives  on  a farm.  Of  the  family  of  six 
children,  two  died  in  infancy.  Mary  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  C.  Eareckson;  Rebecca  is  the 
widow  of  Thomas  W.  Trenchard;  and  Austin  R. 
resides  in  Centreville,  where  he  is  an  attorney-at- 
law.  Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  passed 
the  years  of  boyhood.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  private  and  public  schools  and  Centre- 
ville Academy,  and  upon  leaving  school  he  de- 
voted himself  to  farming  for  a short  time.  At 
twenty-two  years  of  age  he  began  to  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  William  Denny,  of  Kent  Island. 
Afterwards  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1864.  After  the  close  of 
his  medical  education,  he  remained  in  Baltimore 
for  one  year  as  assistant  resident  physician  to  the 
University  of  Maryland  Hospital.  On  his  return 
28 
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to  Kent  Island  he  engaged  in  medical  practice  in 
connection  with  farming.  In  1884  he  removed  to 
Church  Hill,  where  he  has  since  devoted  his  en- 
tire attention  to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

December  14,  1880,  Dr.  Weedon  married  Mary 
R.,  daughter  of  William  S.  Thompson,  formerly 
of  Kent  Island,  but  then  a resident  of  Kent 
County.  Her  mother  was  Mary  E.  Grootne,  of 
Easton,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Deborah  (Mor- 
ris) Groome.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Weedon  are  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which 
they  attend  and  to  which  they  contribute  regu- 
larly. A pronounced  adherent  of  Democratic 
principles,  he  labors  for  the  success  of  his  party 
and  has  in  turn  been  honored  by  it.  In  1877, 
while  a resident  of  Kent  Island,  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature,  being  a member  of  that  body  in 
the  session  of  January,  1878.  As  a legislator  he 
represented  his  constituents  with  ability  and  the 
utmost  faithfulness. 


NARRY  DAVIS.  The  common-place  duties 
of  daily  life,  trivial  though  they  may  seem 
to  the  casual  observer,  demand  for  their 
proper  fulfillment  the  same  admirable  qualities  of 
character  which  in  a higher  degree  and  under 
other  circumstances  attract  universal  notice  and 
approbation.  However  it  may  seem  to  the  su- 
perficial mind,  our  rural  communities  furnish  an 
excellent  field  for  the  development  of  the  traits 
which  go  to  the  making  of  good  citizens,  and  one 
purpose  of  this  work  is  the  preservation  of  the 
records  which  show  the  innate  worth  and  dignity 
of  such  a life. 

Prominent  among  the  leading  and  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Kent  County  is  Mr.  Davis,  whose 
home  is  near  Still  Pond,  in  the  second  district. 
He  was  born  in  1851,  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  in 
which  state  the  family  was  founded  by  five  broth- 
ers from  Wales,  who  located  there  in  1650.  The 
name  Nehemiah  Davis  was  borne  by  three  gener- 
ations of  our  subject’s  ancestors,  including  his 
grandfather,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  The  father,  Henry  Davis,  was  born  in 
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Sussex  County,  Del.,  on  the  old  homestead  farm, 
which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  over 
two  centuries  and  is  now  owned  by  Miss  Rich- 
ards. P'or  about  two  years  he  made  his  home  in 
Middletown,  was  an  extensive  and  successful 
farmer,  and  also  followed  surveying  for  some  time, 
besides  transacting  considerable  legal  business. 
He  was  an  excellent  financier,  was  director  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Odessa,  and  was  a trustee  of 
the  Middletown  Academy.  As  a stalwart  Dem- 
ocrat he  took  a prominent  part  in  political  affairs, 
being  a recognized  leader  of  the  party  in  his  com- 
munity, and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  state  sen- 
ator, acceptably  serving  as  such  from  1874  until 
1878.  He  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee 
and  steward  for  some  time  and  in  all  of  the  varied 
relations  of  life  was  always  found  to  be  upright 
and  honorable,  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
that  devolved  upon  him.  He  has  now  reached 
the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-six  years,  and  has 
made  his  home  with  our  subject  in  Kent  County, 
Md.,  since  1892.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Riley,  a native  of  Delaware  and  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Lawrence  Riley,  who  won  his 
title  during  his  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  After 
her  death  he  wedded  a Miss  Riley,  sister  of  his 
present  wife,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons: 
Lawrence  R. , the  present  postmaster  of  Odessa, 
Del.;  and  George  W.,  a prominent  citizen  of  Kent 
County,  Md.,  who  was  serving  as  school  commis- 
sioner at  the  time  of  his  death.  There  were  three 
children  born  of  the  third  union,  but  our  subject 
is  the  only  one  now  living. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Harry  Davis  passed  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  in  the  public 
schools  acquired  his  primary  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  a course  in  Middletown 
Academy,  Newark  Academy,  Pennington  Sem- 
inary and  Delaware  College.  Thus  ably  fitted 
for  the  responsible  duties  of  life  he  took  charge 
of  his  father’s  farm  near  Middletown  in  1872 
and  remained  on  that  place  until  1883,  when  he 
removed  to  the  village,  where  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  S.  M.  Reynolds  & Co.,  he  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  for  one  year.  Later  he 
engaged  in  the  stove  and  tin  business  at  that 


place  for  four  j'ears,  and  on  selling  out  in 
1888  came  to  Kent  County,  Md.,  where  he 
purchased  the  old  Dr.  Kennard  farm  and  took 
up  his  residence  thereon  the  same  year.  It 
comprises  three  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation  and  improved  with  all  the  accessories 
and  conveniences  found  upon  a model  farm  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

In  1877  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  and 
Miss  Annie,  sister  of  F.  H.  Harper,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Walter  H., 

Henry,  Mattie  and  Emma.  Mr.  Davis  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party  but  has 
never  cared  for  official  honors.  He  has  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Grange  and  Farmers’  Alliance, 
and  still  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge, 
in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs.  In  religious 
belief  he  and  his  family  are  Methodists.  He  is  a 
progressive,  public  spirited  citizen,  who  takes  a 
deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  does  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  his  adopted  county. 


DWIN  P.  JANVIER,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Newcastle,  Del.,  in  1827,  and  traced  his  an- 
__  cestry  back  to  Peter  Janvier,  who  was  born 
in  France  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.,  and 
when  a young  man,  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to 
America  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Newcastle, 
Del.  His  son  Thomas  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  His  father,  George  Janvier,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Newcastle  and  successfully  followed 
the  occupation  of  farmer  throughout  life.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  Paynter  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  but  only  two  are  now 
living:  Mary,  wife  of  Philip  White,  of  Phil- 
adelphia; and  Thomas,  of  Lansdowme,  Md.  The 
father  died  in  Newcastle. 

Edwin  P.  Janvier,  who  was  the  oldest  of  the 
family,  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  his  native  state  and  was  educated  in  Newark 
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College.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  but 
gave  it  up  on  account  of  poor  health.  In  1852  he 
came  to  Kent  County,  Md.,  where  he  purchased 
of  Lewis  Withered  the  farm  known  as  the  Draton 
place,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Janvier  was  first  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Haman,  of  Delaware,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  now  living  and  wife  of  Dr.  W.  L-  S. 
Murray,  of  Wilmington,  Del.  By  a second  mar- 
riage, with  Miss  Margaret  Newnan,  of  Baltimore, 
there  were  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  sons  are  deceased;  the  daugh- 
ters are  living  and  married. 

In  1868  Mr.  Janvier  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and 
Margaret  (Sutton)  Gemmill,  both  natives  of  Del- 
aware, in  whose  family  were  nine  children,  but 
Mrs.  Janvier  is  the  only  one  now  living.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Dr.  Gemmill  married 
Jane  Baker,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children:  Frederick,  now  a resident  of 
Baltimore;  and  Alice,  who  makes  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Janvier.  The  father  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Kent  County , 
Md.,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  to  some  ex- 
tent. He  was  a conscientious,  earnest  Christian 
gentleman  and  one  of  the  first  promoters  of  the  I. 
U.  Church.  He  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  His  father,  Captain  Gemmill,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  but  for  many  years  made  his 
home  in  Newcastle,  Del.,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Janvier  labored  with  all 
the  strength  of  a great  nature  and  all  the  earnest- 
ness of  a true  heart  for  the  bettering  of  the  world 
about  him,  and  when  he  was  called  to  the  rest 
and  reward  of  the  higher  world  his  best  monu- 
ment was  found  in  the  love  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  for  so  many  years. 
As  a temperance  worker  he  was  always  promi- 
nent and  was  one  of  the  first  promoters  of  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Kent 
County.  For  many  years  he  was  also  an  active 
and  influential  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  was  an  exhorter  and  was  a local 
preacher  in  the  Still  Pond  Church.  He  was 
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always  a member  of  the  official  board,  and  served 
as  steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  a long  time.  Fraternally  he  was  also 
officially  connected  with  the  Grange  of  Kent 
County.  He  enjoyed  the  popularity  which  comes 
to  those  generous  spirits  who  have  a hearty  shake 
of  the  hand  for  all  those  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact  from  day  to  day,  and  who  seem  to  throw 
around  them  in  consequence  so  much  of  the  sun- 
shine of  life. 


AMES  T.  IRELAND.  The  third  district  of 
Kent  County  has  a number  of  finely  im- 
proved farms,  the  appearance  of  which  indi- 
cates the  thrift  of  the  owners,  and  in  the  list  of  these 
valuable  homesteads  we  place  the  one  owned  and 
operated  by  Mr.  Ireland.  It  occupies  an  advan- 
tageous location,  commanding  a wide  sweep  of 
farm  lands  and  bay.  Upon  it  in  season  may  be 
noticed  various  cereals  such  as  are  adapted  to  the 
soil,  also  large  crops  of  peaches  and  other  fruits. 
The  buildings  are  neat,  the  fences  in  good  repair, 
and  an  air  of  prosperity  pervades  the  entire  place. 
In  addition  to  this,  Mr,  Ireland  owns  two  farms 
in  the  same  district,  his  possessions  aggregating 
eight  hundred  acres,  and  he  has  also,  since  1896, 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  store,  his  various 
business  interests  requiring  his  close  and  undi- 
vided attention. 

The  Ireland  family  is  of  English  extraction. 
Charles  T. , father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Kent  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  mer- 
chandising in  Chestertown,  also  for  several  terms 
taught  school  in  a number  of  the  districts  of  this 
county.  He  married  Sarah  Hudson  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Todd;  John 

C.;  Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of  Amor  Campbell; 
Henrietta  and  James  T.  Both  the  father  and 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  the  former 
in  1877  and  the  latter  in  1874. 

In  Chestertown,  where  he  was  born  in  1851, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  On  attaining  manhood  he 
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selected  farming  for  his  life  work  and  in  1876  he 
began  the  cultivation  of  the  land  which  he  still 
owns.  Politically  he  advocates  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  no  man  is  more  inter- 
ested than  he  in  the  success  of  enterprises  for  the 
benefit  of  district  and  county.  In  1879  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Worrell,  of  Kent  County,  and  they 
have  six  children:  James  T.,  Page  Worrell, 

Charles,  M.  Howard,  Anna  W.  and  William 
Bryan.  Mrs.  Ireland  is  the  daughter  of  William 
Page  and  Catherine  (Tilden)  Worrell,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Tilden,  of  this 
county.  Her  sisters  and  brothers  were  named  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eliza- 
beth (2d),  deceased;  Dr.  Frederick;  Charles; 
Mary  C. ; Maria  L.  and  William,  deceased. 

Probably  among  the  citizens  of  Kent  County 
there  is  none  who  take  a deeper  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  the  progress  of  its  industries  than 
does  Mr.  Ireland.  Having  spent  his  entire  life 
here,  he  naturally  cherishes  for  the  county  an 
affection  a stranger  could  not  feel.  Here  centers 
for  him  all  that  makes  life  desirable.  Here  he 
has  labored  energetically  and  wisely  in  the  past 
years,  thereby  building  up  the  reputation  he  now 
enjoys  as  a well-to-do  farmer  and  desirable  citizen. 


HON.  JOHN  P.  NICHOLSON.  During  the 
early  days  of  the  history  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  the  residents  devoted  themselves 
largely  to  raising  cereals,  but  modern  civilization 
has  shown  that  fruit  can  be  raised  here  success- 
fully and,  therefore,  many  of  the  leading  farmers 
divide  their  attention  between  the  two  general 
lines  of  horticulture  and  agriculture.  One  of  the 
representative  fruit  and  grain  farmers  of  Kent 
County  is  Mr.  Nicholson,  who  in  1876  purchased 
a farm  in  the  sixth  district  and  has  since  devoted 
himself  to  its  cultivation. 

Robert  Nicholson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Settling 
in  Delaware,  he  married  there  and  made  the 


state  his  home  for  a number  of  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Kent  Count)',  Md.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  gardening,  farming  and  fruit  growing. 
An  industrious,  painstaking  workman,  he  was 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  became  the 
possessor  of  a valuable  estate.  In  public  affairs, 
too,  he  took  an  active  part.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant enterprises  in  which  he  was  interested 
was  the  building  of  the  Kent  County  Railroad,  at 
the  terminus  of  which  a station  was  established 
that  was  named  Nicholson  in  his  honor.  Among 
the  important  positions  he  held  was  that  of  judge 
to  the  orphans’  court  of  Kent  County.  In  relig- 
ion he  was  connected  with  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
seventy  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sarah  S.  Burgess, 
was  born  in  Delaware,  where  she  was  reared  and 
married.  The  church  of  which  her  husband  was 
a member  was  also  her  religious  home.  She  sur- 
vived him  eleven  years  and  died  May  10,  1897, 
at  seventy-four  years  of  age.  Of  her  family  six 
children  were  spared  to  mature  years:  John  P., 
who  was  the  eldest;  Robert  G. , a prominent  farmer 
of  the  third  district;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George  W. 
Hateherson,  of  Chestertown;  William  T.,  who 
operates  a farin' in  the  sixth  district;  Alberts., 
M.  D.,  a practicing  physician  of  New  York  City; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  Dr.  John  H.  Hessey,  of  the 
third  district. 

Near  St.  Georges,  Del.,  October  7,  1844,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  was  born.  However,  little 
of  his  life  was  spent  there.  When  five  months 
of  age  his  parents  brought  him  to  Kent  County, 
Md.,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a farm, 
attending  the  public  schools  and  also  gaining  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  practical  farm  work. 
When  about  eighteen  he  began  for  himself  upon 
a rented  farm,  and  for  twelve  years  he  operated 
as  a renter,  after  which,  in  1876,  he  purchased 
his  present  property.  May  21,  1868,  he  married 
Jennie,  daughter  of  William  Skirven,  but  she 
passed  away  from  earth  December  14,  1876.  His 
second  marriage,  solemnized  January  15,  1880, 
united  him  with  Emily  Gowing,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Mabel  G.  and  Florence  F.,  to  whom  they  are  giv- 
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ing  every  advantage  for  acquiring  the  education 
and  accomplishments  that  will  fit  them  for  a high 
position  in  life. 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  a 
leading  part  in  local  councils.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  upon  the  regular  party  ticket  to  represent 
his  county  in  the  house  of  delegates,  where  he  has 
rendered  able  service  in  behalf  of  his  constit- 
uents. In  religious  connections  he  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which 
he  holds  office  as  trustee  and  steward.  The  pub- 
lic service  of  Mr.  Nicholson  in  the  capacity  of 
representative  in  no  way  interferes  with  his  pri- 
vate duties  and  he  still  continues  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm  property,  although  naturally 
the  principal  share  of  his  thought  and  attention 
is  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 


S.  McCREADY,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
McCready  & Nelson,  of  Crisfield,  Somerset 
County,  was  for  some  thirty  years  engaged 
in  the  coast  trade  and  sailed  upon  vessels  which 
plied  between  New'  York,  Sandy  Hook  and  points 
along  the  Chesapeake.  In  1883  he  built  his  ma- 
rine railway  here  and  has  since  been  occupied  in 
the  construction  and  repairing  of  ships.  The 
firm  owns  the  largest  ship  yards  in  the  place  and 
transacts  a great  deal  of  business  in  the  course  of 
a year.  They  sell  general  ship  supplies,  etc.,  as 
well,  and  have  built  up  an  extensive  trade  in  that 
direction. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  McCready  occurred  Novem- 
ber 14,  1837,  in  Lawsons  district,  Somerset 
County.  His  father,  Benjamin  McCready,  was 
a native  of  Worcester  County,  Md.,  but  removed 
to  the  district  just  mentioned  in  early  manhood, 
there  buying  a farm.  The  greater  share  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  though  he 
was  also  interested  in  ship-building  and  super- 
vised the  construction  of  many  vessels  that  later 
became  well  known  on  the  bay  and  elsewhere. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a member  of  a 
company  of  home  guards,  and  in  politics  he  was 


a Democrat,  but  never  aspired  to  hold  public 
positions.  He  died,  respected  and  loved  by  all, 
when  in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Thomas,  was  born 
in  this  county  and  lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years 
of  age.  She  was  a member  of  the  Asbury  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian in  word  and  deed. 

G.  S.  McCready  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  and  eleven  brothers  and  sisters  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  helping  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  in  the  ship 
yards.  Then  he  concluded  to  try  the  life  of  a 
sailor  and  for  the  three  decades  that  followed  he 
lived  most  of  the  time  upon  the  water.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  financial  enterprises 
and  is  to-day  a man  of  means  and  influence  in  his 
place.  He  is  a member  of  Chesapeake  Lodge  No. 
47,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Crisfield.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  local  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  is  a 
trustee  in  the  congregation. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  McCready  was  a Miss 
Love  Ward,  of  this  county.  She  died,  leaving 
two  sons,  Edward  and  Robert.  The  former  is 
employed  in  a cork  factory  in  Chicago,  while 
Robert  is  an  attorney  in  Mathews  County,  Va. 
The  second  wife  of  our  subject,  a Miss  Sidonia  V. 
Somers,  of  this  county,  also  left  two  sons  at  her 
death:  John  and  Ira,  who  are  with  their  brother 
Edward  in  the  Chicago  factory.  In  1881  Mr. 
McCready  married  Susie,  sister  of  Dr.  Atkinson, 
of  Crisfield.  (See  his  sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.) 


NON.  TILGHMAN  NUTTLE,  who  served 
as  a member  ot  the  Maryland  senate  from 
1857  to  1861,  is  a retired  merchant  and 
farmer,  his  home  being  in  the  third  district  of 
Caroline  County.  He  is  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected old  residents  of  this  section  and  has  been 
closely  connected  with  its  advancement  ffixpiany 
decades.  As  a business  man  and  financier  he 
has  been  very  successful,  and  a few  years  ago 
owned  a large  estate,  which,  however,  he  has 
since  divided  largely  among  his  children,  as  he 
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had  more  than  he  needed  for  his  own  use,  and 
wished  to  see  his  loved  ones  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion and  enjoyment  of  the  fortune  which  he  had 
made  for  them  in  his  more  active  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  of  a family 
which  comprised  eight  brothers  and  sisters,  chil- 
dren of  William  and  Margaret  (Andrews)  Nuttle, 
both  natives  of  Caroline  County.  Grandfather 
William  Nuttle,  Sr.,  came  to  America  from  his 
birthplace  in  England,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  county.  Tilghman  Nuttle  was 
born  October  7,  1816,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
upon  a farm,  early  learning  everything  pertaining 
to  the  proper  management  of  a homestead.  In 
1839  he  engaged  in  running  a general  store  at 
Andersontown,  Md.,  and  continued  in  this  enter- 
prise until  1849,  when  he  sold  out  and  established 
himself  in  the  same  business  at  Potter’s  Landing, 
Caroline  County.  There  he  remained  up  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  in  1862  he  opened  a 
general  store  at  Andersontown  and  managed  it 
for  about  seven  years  successfully.  For  the  past 
thirty  years  or  thereabouts  he’  has  been  inter- 
ested solely  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  a business 
way,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  this  field  of 
enterprise  as  well. 

January  io>  1843,  Mr.  Nuttle  married  Elizabeth 
Blake,  who  was  born  and  grew  to  womanhood  in 
this  county.  After  a happy  life  together  of  over 
a quarter  of  a century  the  faithful  wife,  com- 
panion and  friend  was  summoned  to  her  reward. 
She  was  forty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  death,  September  5,  1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nuttle  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Those  living  are:  William, 
Henry,  Edward  E.  and  Samuel.  Mr.  Nuttle  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  its  expenses. 


I L LI  AM  J.  WOOLLEN,  a well-to-do 
fanner  of  New  Market  district  of  Dorches- 
ter County,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
upon  the  fine  homestead  which  he  now  super- 
vises and  cultivates  as  his  own.  The  place  com- 


prises one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  and  the 
proprietor  has  recently  built  a substantial,  pretty 
house  upon  it  and  has  made  other  material  im- 
provements within  a few  years  past.  As  a busi- 
ness man  and  member  of  the  community  he  is 
honored  and  trusted  for  his  acknowledged  worth, 
and  in  the  church  and  home  circle  he  is  beloved 
and  looked  up  to  as  he  deserves.  For  the  past 
nineteen  consecutive  years  he  has  been  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Shiloh 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  for  years  he 
held  one  official  position  or  another  in  the  congre- 
gation. It  was  in  1878  that  he  joined  the  church, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has  taken  the 
deepest  interest  in  its  growth  and  prosperity  and 
has  worked  hard  to  effect  this  end. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Mary  (Cheesman)  Woollen.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Caroline  County,  Md.  , and  was  married 
there  when  arriving  at  man’s  estate.  By  trade 
he  was  a carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  his  life 
was  one  of  industrious,  persevering  toil.  He  was 
noted  for  his  sterling  traits  of  character,  and 
trained  his  children  in  integrity  of  word  and  deed. 
He  died  in  i860,  and  his  widow  subsequently 
became  the  wife  of  William  Willoughby  and  the 
mother  of  a daughter,  Nettie,  now  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Simpson,  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  of 
John  Woollen  also  bore  the  Christian  name  of 
John,  and  was  a native  of  Federalsburg,  Caro- 
line County.  He  was  a farmer  and  miller,  and 
died  in  young  manhood.  Mrs.  Mary  (Cheesman) 
Woollen  Willoughby  was  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Cheesman,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Wool- 
len had  four  children,  viz.:  George  M.,  now  of 
Falls  County,  Tex.;  Sallie  E.,  wife  of  Columbus 
N.  Ross;  William  J.;  and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Jacob 
Charles. 

William  J.  Woollen  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  he  is  now  engaged  in  cultivating,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1856,  and  received  a liberal  practical 
education  in  the  public  schools.  From  boyhood 
he  was  trained  in  the  duties  pertaining  to  the 
management  of  a farm,  and  was  thus  enabled  to 
assume  the  entire  responsibility  of  a homestead 
by  the  time  he  had  reached  his  majority.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat  and  has  served  two  terms 
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as  tax  collector.  He  is  a member  of  the  Im  - 
proved  Order  of  Heptasophs  of  New  Market. 
In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  sent  as  a delegate 
to  the  annual  conference  of  his  denomination  at 
Baltimore  and,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  is 
recognized  to  be  a leader  in  the  councils  of  the 
same. 

December  21,  1880,  Mr.  Woollen  married  Lillie 
B.,  daughter  of  James  H.  Cockran,  of  New 
Market,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Nellie  H.,  May,  Lloyd,  Katie  and  Grace. 
The  only  son,  Lloyd,  died  when  but  five  years 
old.  He  was  a bright,  winsome  little  fellow 
whom  every  one  loved,  and  his  cheerful,  sunny 
presence  in  the  household  is  deeply  missed. 


qJEORGE  W.  TARBUTTON,  a most  worthy 
old  citizen  of  Trappe  district,  Talbot  Coun- 
ty, has  been  retired  from  active  cares  for  a 
few  years,  his  more  arduous  duties  having  been 
assumed  by  his  son.  His  home  is  but  a short 
distance  from  the  village  of  Trappe,  and  is  in 
consequence  a very  desirable  property.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
attends  the  services  regularly.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  de- 
sired to  hold  public  office,  as  he  preferred  to  devote 
his  time  to  his  family  and  business  affairs. 

William,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Queen  Anne's  County,  Md.,  and  came  to  this 
county  in  boyhood.  He  settled  in  Chapel  district, 
where  he  dwelt  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  a true  patriot 
and  model  citizen.  His  death  took  place  in  1843, 
when  he  was  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Mary  Fairbanks  before  their  marriage, 
and  twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.: 
James,  William,  Nancy,  John,  Elizabeth,  Ed- 
ward, Thomas,  George  W.,  Charles  H.,  Mary 
E.,  and  the  two  eldest,  who  died  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Tarbutton  was  born  in  Chapel  dis- 
trict September  27,  182  r,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
life.  He  did  not  leave  home  until  he  had  passed 
his  majority,  and  continued  exclusively  engaged 


in  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  1851.  Having 
mastered  the  carpenter’s  trade,  he  followed  this 
calling  for  about  twenty  years  with  good  success 
in  this  district,  and  laid  aside  a goodly  sum  of 
money  for  future  investment.  It  was  in  1871 
that  he  purchased  the  homestead  where  he  is  still 
dwelling  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  He  owns 
altogether  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres, 
all  but  thirty-two  of  which  are  in  the  home  place. 

September  27,  1849,  Mr.  Tarbutton  married 
Mary  N.  Newman,  and  their  three  children  are: 
Anne  I.,  wife  of  John  Rice,  of  this  locality;  Emily 
J.,  wife  of  James  C.  Tarbutton,  a farmer  of  this 
district;  and  George  B.,  who  manages  the  home- 
stead, as  previously  stated.  This  industrious 
young  man  possesses  good  ability  and  is  a first- 
class  farmer  in  every  respect.  His  wife  was 
formerly  Elma  M.  Mullikin,  and  by  their  union 
two  sons  and  a daughter  have  been  born,  their 
names  being,  respectively:  George  R.,  Addison 
G.  and  Mary  S.  The  whole  family  are  much 
respected  in  the  community  and  are  always  act- 
ively concerned  in  all  works  of  improvement  or 
steps  taken  in  the  direction  of  order  and  progress. 


^VSAAC  H.  TAWES,  of  the  firm  of  Tawes  & 
1 Co.,  is  a well-known  busiuess  man  of  Cris- 
field,  and  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
carries  on  the  fish  and  oyster  business  started  by 
their  father  in  1867.  He  was  born  in  Crisfield 
district,  Somerset  County,  September  26,  1863, 
and  when  a boy  was  a pupil  in  the  local  schools. 
About  1880  he  became  an  employe  of  L-  T.  Dry- 
den  & Co. , in  the  wholesale  oyster  and  fish  busi- 
ness at  Crisfield,  remaining  with  them  as  assist- 
ant and  partner  for  about  two  years.  He  then 
formed  a partnership  with  his  father  in  the  same 
business,  carrying  it  on  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  January  30,  1890,  when  his  brother,  James 
C.,  purchased  the  father’s  interest,  and  the  firm 
has  since  been  Tawes  & Co. 

As  did  his  father,  Mr.  Tawes  favors  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  has  been  active  in  public 
affairs  since  he  attained  his  majority,  but  has 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


716 


never  been  a candidate  for  office.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Chesapeake  Lodge  No.  47, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  Crisfield,  in  which  he  is  now 
Master  Mason.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  it  is  now  a trustee  and  steward.  While  his 
time  is  given  principally  to  the  wholesale  fish 
and  oyster  business,  with  which  he  is  identified, 
he  finds  time  for  other  enterprises,  principal 
among  which  is  the  Crisfield  Ice  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  originators 
and  is  now  a director.  He  married  Miss  Addie  B. , 
daughter  of  Washington  S.  Croswell,  of  Somer- 
set County,  a ship  builder  by  occupation. 

‘^©!  •'*<•* * — 

“ STANLEY  TOADVIN,  senior  member  of 
>)  the  law  firm  of  Toadvin  & Bell,  of  Salisbury, 
_ and  for  eight  years  the  representative  of 
Wicomico  County  in  the  state  senate  of  Mary- 
land, was  born  in  Salisbury,  December  3,  1848. 
He  is  a member  of  a family  long  and  honorably 
associated  with  the  history  of  the  Eastern  Shore. 
His  father,  Purnell  Toadvin,  was  a successful 
merchant  of  Salisbury  and  was  very  well  known 
throughout  Wicomico,  Somerset  and  Worcester 
Counties.  He  died  in  1878,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  Amanda,  was  a daughter 
of  Jehu  Parsons,  a merchant  of  Salisbury.  She 
died  in  1862,  when  about  fifty  years  of  age. 

Of  five  sons  and  daughters  who  attained  years 
of  maturity  E.  Stanley  Toadvin  was  the  youngest. 
His  childhood  years  were  passed  in  Salisbury 
and  his  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  and  Salisbury 
Academy.  Later  he  became  a student  in  Prince- 
ton College,  entering  the  freshman  class  and  re- 
maining until  his  graduation  in  1869.  For  two 
years  afterward  he  was  a student  in  the  depart- 
ments of  general  literature  and  law  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia  and  then  continued  his  legal 
readings  under  the  preceptorship  of  J udge  Thomas 
A.  Spence,  of  Salisbury,  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1 872. 

At  once  after  completing  his  studies  Mr. 


Toadvin  opened  a law  office  in  Salisbury,  where 
he  practiced  alone  until  1892.  In  1878  he  was 
appointed  state’s  attorney  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  James  E.  Ellegood. 
In  1879  he  was  regularly  elected  to  the  office, 
which  he  filled  for  four  years.  His  faithful  and 
able  service  in  the  position  won  for  him  the  re- 
spect of  judges  and  lawyers.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Wicomico  County  in  the  state 
senate  and  served  so  acceptably  to  his  constituents 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1891.  As  a senator  he 
has  been  efficient  and  capable,  supporting  meas- 
ures for  the  benefit  of  the  people  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  state.  An  advocate  of  Democratic 
principles  and  an  active  politician,  he  has  attended 
many  of  the  state  conventions.  However,  he  is 
not  narrow  in  his  preferences,  but  is  less  of  a 
partisan  and  a politician  than  a patriot,  for  he  is 
devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  state  and  country 
and  loyal  to  their  institutions. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Toadvin  occurred  in  1889 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Kate  H.  Tilghman, 
daughter  of  William  B.  Tilghman,  president  of 
the  Farmers  and  Merchants’  Bank  of  Salisbury. 
They  have  one  child,  a daughter,  Catherine  H. 


HON.  ROBERT  F.  MADDOX.  Among  the 
foremost  citizens  of  Princess  Anne,  Somerset 
County,  is  this  gentleman,  who  was  elected 
to  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates  in  1887  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  served  efficiently,  and 
who  was  elected  to  the  office  of  register  of  wills 
in  1891,  his  term  to  run  for  six  years.  He  has 
been  a very  capable  and  popular  official,  his 
record  being  to  liis  own  and  party’s  credit.  He 
is  a part  owner  in  a drug  store  here  and  owns  a 
pretty  farm  in  the  county. 

Five  generations  ago  Lazarus  Maddox,  the 
ancestor  of  our  subject,  held  a patent  to  a large 
tract  of  land  in  Fairmount  district,  Somerset 
County,  said  patents  being  made  out  under  date 
of  1716,  and  a small  part  of  this  original  estate 
has  come  down  to  Robert  F.,  the  great, -great- 
great-grandson.  His  great-great-grandfather 
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was  a native  of  this  county  and  died  herein  1776, 
and  his  great-grandfather,  Daniel,  died  in  1819. 
Grandfather  William  Maddox  was  born  in  this 
county  and  was  a well-to-do  farmer  until  he  was 
claimed  by  death  in  1823. 

Daniel  H.  Maddox,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  family  estate  in  Fairmount 
district  in  1812,  and  though  he  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  and  worked  at  that  calling  for  a 
few  years  in  his  young  manhood  in  Baltimore, 
and  to  some  extent  during  the  rest  of  his  life,  his 
main  business  was  that  of  farming.  He  was 
allied  with  the  Democracy,  but  was  not  very 
active  in  political  matters.  However,  he  was  a 
great  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  was  very  generous  in  his  contributions  to  its 
support.  At  the  close  of  a most  busy  and  useful 
life,  he  passed  quietly  to  his  reward,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  and  to  him  it  was  surely  said  “well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

The  good  wife  of  Daniel  Maddox  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susan  Ballard.  She  was  born 
in  1816,  her  father  being  Daniel  Ballard,  a prom- 
inent man  and  at  one  time  sheriff  of  this  county. 
He  died  in  1847,  aged  about  seventy-five  years. 
Mrs.  Susan  Maddox  departed  this  life  in  1891 
and  left  nine  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  She 
was  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  was  a con- 
sistent Christian,  a member  of  the  same  church 
as  was  her  husband.  The  sons  and  daughters 
are  as  follows:  Daniel  James,  a farmer  of  Fair- 

mount  district;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Gustavus  A. 
Maddox,  of  this  county;  Joseph  G. , who  is  in 
the  employ  of  a railway  company  in  Baltimore; 
George  W.,  a merchant  of  Manokin;  Laura  H., 
Sarah  E.  and  Clara  U.,  all  living  at  the  old 
home;  Robert  F. ; and  William  E-,  who  is  also 
residing  upon  the  old  homestead  and  has  charge 
of  its  management. 

Robert  F.  Maddox  was  born  September  26, 
1853,  in  Fairmount  district  and  remained  at 
home  attending  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  until  he  was  about  eighteen,  when 
he  entered  St.  John’s  College  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
graduating  from  that  excellent  institution  of 
learning  in  1876.  Then  the  following  year  he 
was  occupied  in  teaching  school  on  Deal’s  Island 


and  did  so  well  that  he  managed  to  obtain  a 
position  as  principal  of  Fairmount  Academy,  a 
place  which  he  kept  six  years,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  pupils  and  parents.  He  now  turned  his 
attention  to  merchandising,  and  for  four  years 
carried  on  a business  in  Fairmount.  He  gave  up 
this  enterprise  upon  being  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature in  1887,  and  finally  sold  out  his  whole 
interest  in  the  store  owing  to  poor  health.  He 
wisely  determined  to  try  rural  life  for  a time 
and  did  so,  gaining  a lasting  benefit.  Fraternal- 
ly he  is  associated  with  the  Improved  Order  of 
Heptasophs  and  is  a member  of  Manokin  Lodge 
No.  106,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  this  village.  For 
some  twelve  years  he  has  officiated  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Jamestown 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

December  22,  1881,  Mr.  Maddox  married 
Mollie  Lankford,  who  was  from  the  same  locality 
as  himself.  She  was  a talented  woman,  and 
ranked  high  in  her  class  when  she  graduated 
from  the  Western  Maryland  College.  She  died 
August  15,  1883,  when  only  twenty-one  years 
old.  She  was  a sweet,  Christian  character,  and 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
April  17,  1895,  Mr.  Maddox  married  Ella, 
daughter  of  Rev.  S.  A.  Hoblitzell,  of  Bel  Air, 
Md.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  H. 


OHN  N.  WRIGHT  is  a prosperous  and 
influential  agriculturist  of  Fork  or  first 
district,  Dorchester  County.  He  owns  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  person- 
ally supervises,  and  has  many  farms  which  he 
rents  to  reliable  tenants.  He  has  made  a great 
success  of  the  raising  of  peaches,  apples  and 
small  fruits  and  in  addition  to  these  interests  is 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber,  owning  and  operating  large  mills  for  the 
purpose.  He  is  a man  of  public  spirit  and  is 
always  certain  to  stand  by  any  measure  which 
has  for  its  object  the  upbuilding  and  betterment 
of  the  people  of  this  community.  In  the  cause 
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of  education  he  is  particularly  concerned,  and 
was  for  ten  years  one  of  the  county  school  com- 
missioners. Always  a Democrat  in  his  political 
belief,  he  was  elected  by  the  local  partisans  to 
hold  the  office  of  assessor,  but  aside  from  that 
has  not  aspired  to  public  positions.  During  his 
long  residence  here,  he  has  frequently  served  as 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  of  this  county,  and  in 
many  ways  has  placed  himself  upon  the  side  of 
law  and  good  government. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Wright,  mar- 
ried a Mrs.  Anne  Adkins,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jackson.  Her  great-grandfather,  Admiral 
Abner  Jackson,  a soldier  under  Lord  Nelson,  in 
the  British  army,  was  promoted  for  distinguished 
bravery  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  to  the  rank 
of  admiral,  his  commission  to  that  effect  being 
awarded  him  by  King  George.  His  family 
eoat-of-arms  is  still  in  the  possession  of  some  of 
his  lineal  descendants  in  Delaware.  Isaac  Wright 
was  born  in  Caroline  County,  Md.,  in  1761,  and 
resided  in  the  same  neighborhood  all  of  his  busy 
and  active  life,  dying  in  1850,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty-nine.  He  was  a very  successful  business 
man,  and  in  addition  to  owning  large  numbers  of 
slaves,  was  the  possessor  of  between  four  and  five 
thousand  acres  of  land,  much  of  which  is  still 
owned  by  his  children.  His  father,  Edward 
Wright,  born  in  1712,  came  to  America  in  1737, 
from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  England  (of  which  he 
was  a native),  and  settled  in  Caroline  County, 
Md.,  where  he  afterwards  resided.  He  held  an 
extensive  grant  of  land  under  Lord  Baltimore 
and  was  a wealthy  and  influential  planter.  His 
three  sons  were:  Isaac,  Jesse  and  Jacob,  all  of 
whom  left  families  in  the  county. 

The  children  of  Isaac  and  Anne  Wright  were 
six  in  number,  viz. : William  W. , now  of  Seaford, 
Del.;  Isaac  H.,  of  East  New  Market,  Md. ; John 
N.;Anne,  deceased,  who  married  William  T. 
Vickers,  of  East  New  Market;  Celia,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Shipley,  of  Delaware,  and  died,  leaving 
one  son;  and  Harriet  P.,  who  married  Hon.  Daniel 
M.  Fields,  of  Caroline  County,  who  twice  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  Maryland  senate  and 
once  served  as  the  president  of  that  body. 

John  N.  Wright  was  born  in  1829,  upon  Maple 


Grove  farm,  where  he  is  to  be  found  to-day  and  here 
his  happy  childhood  days  were  spent.  He  was 
married  in  1856  to  Rebecca  C.  Phillips,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Igrus  S.  and  Amelia  Phillips,  who  were  very 
prominent  people  in  Delaware,  and  they  began 
housekeeping  upon  the  old  farm,  where  over 
forty  years  of  happy  companionship  together  fol- 
lowed. She  was  called  to  the  home  above,  De- 
cember 7,  1896,  her  life-work  having  been  ac- 
complished. Of  their  children,  John  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.;  Henry  M.  is  in  As- 
pen, Colo.;  Frank  is  in  Caroline  County,  Md.; 
Hattie  is  the  wife  of  C.  P.  Tatem,  of  Baltimore; 
May  is  at  home;  Lyda  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  H. 
Elder,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  and  Robert  Lee  is  at 
home.  Mr.  Wright  is  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal faith,  and  is  a valued  worker  in  the  church. 


OL.  JAMES  MARION  LOWE,  of  St.  Mi- 
chael’s, Talbot  County,  son  of  William 
Webb  and  Mary  Ann  (Wrightson)  Lowe, 
was  born  near  McDanieltown,  said  county,  May 
23,  1837.  He  was  given  good  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  youth,  and  attended  the  schools  of 
the  town,  being  taught  by  the  best  teachers  of 
the  time,  until  he  had  reached  his  fifteenth 
year.  He  then  entered  the  Maryland  Military 
Academy  at  Oxford,  Md.,  and  when  nineteen  he 
began  teaching  in  the  public  schools.  During 
the  following  eighteen  years  most  of  his  time  was 
devoted  to  this  occupation,  in  which  he  was  very 
successful.  I11  1868  and  1869  he  served  as  coun- 
ty school  commissioner. 

The  death  of  the  colonel’s  father  occurred  Jan- 
uary 20,  1863,  and  he  was  appointed  adminis- 
trator to  settle  up  his  large  estate.  He  was  twice 
drafted  into  the  Union  army  during  the  war,  but 
was  exempted  on  account  of  physical  disability. 
His  brother,  William  E.  Lowe,  having  returned 
from  the  south,  after  serving  through  the  war  in 
Capt.  William  H.  Murray’s  company  of  Mary- 
land Infantry,  they  engaged  in  farming  together 
at  the  old  homestead  until  1875.  At  that  time 
our  subject  was  married  and  soon  afterwards  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  farm  to  his  brother,  moving 
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to  a small  one  which  he  purchased  near  by.  There- 
on he  resided  for  ten  years,  not  only  cultivating 
the  land,  but  also  engaging  in  business  as  a capi- 
talist, conveyancer  and  surveyor.  His  marriage, 
solemnized  December  16,  1875,  was  with  Dorcas 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Wesley  Sedgwick 
and  Ann  (Wrightson)  McDaniel,  the  latter  a 
child  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Orem)  Wrightson. 
Both  the  colonel  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  interested  in 
its  welfare. 

Col.  J.  M.  Lowe  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  being  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  served  as  committee  clerk  in 
the  Maryland  senate  during  the  sessions  of  1874- 
76,  and  in  June,  1880,  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Hamilton  a colonel  on  his  staff.  He  was  twice 
elected  to  the  legislature,  serving  in  the  sessions 
of  1880-90.  The  only  fraternal  order  with  which 
he  has  ever  been  identified  is  the  Masons,  to 
which  he  has  belonged  for  thirty-three  years. 

In  tracing  the  lineage  of  the  colonel,  it  is  found 
that  one  John  Lowe  (supposed  to  have  belonged  to 
the  Denby  or  Derbyshire  family  of  Lowes,  in  Eng- 
land, as  the  family  coat-of-arms  and  other  facts 
point  to  them)  married,  December  2,  1700,  Mary 
Bartlett,  “Quakeress,”  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Goodchild)  Bartlett,  of  Radcliffe  Manor, 
near  Easton,  Md.  They  came  here  from  York- 
shire, England.  Mr.  Lowe  resided  in  Bay  Side, 
on  his  farm,  and  in  1701  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Quaker  Meeting-house  near  McDanieltown. 
He  survived  his  wife,  died  in  1726,  and  the  home- 
stead is  still  held  by  his  descendants.  On  the 
maternal  side  of  the  family  Colonel  Lowe  is 
descended  from  John  and  Mary  Wrightson.  The 
latter  was  an  active  business  woman  in  her 
day,  owning  and  managing  many  farms.  One 
of  these  was  the  ancestral  home  of  the  great 
statesman,  Henry  Clay.  She  was  closely  related 
to  Col.  Thomas  Smithman,  and  to  the  Sedgwicks. 
She  died  in  1740,  having  survived  her  husband 
twenty-three  years.  Two  of  the  great-grandfathers 
of  our  subject,  Ensign  Janies  Lowe  and  Col. 
William  Webb  Haddaway  (a  descendant  of  Row- 
land and  Ursula  Haddaway),  served  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  in  this  country. 


The  earliest  known  ancestor  on  the  paternal 
side  of  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lowe  was  Laughlin  McDan- 
iel, who  died  in  1732,  and  his  wife  was  Mary 
Lowe  McDaniel.  Their  grandson,  John  McDaniel, 
March  30,  1777,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Sedgwick)  Morsell,  who  came  to 
this  county  from  Calvert  County,  Md.  Her  sis- 
ter, Dorcas  Sedgwick,  who  married  Joshua  John- 
son, of  London,  was  the  mother  of  Thomas  John- 
son, one  of  Maryland’s  governors,  and  of  Louisa 
Catherine  Johnson,  a beautiful  and  accomplished 
woman,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Quincy 
Adams  (afterwards  president  of  the  United  States) 
July  26,  1797.  (For  additional  family  history 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Albert 
Lowe,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.) 


EAPT.  NATHAN  J.  COCKRAN  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  and  farmers  of  the 
eighth  district  of  Caroline  County.  He  is 
an  honorable,  unassuming  man,  and  bears  an  en- 
viable reputation  among  his  neighbors.  In  his 
early  life  he  suffered  many  hardships  and  priva- 
tions, but  he  was  constructed  of  solid,  reliable 
material,  and  did  not  give  way  to  the  discourage- 
ment which  would  surely  have  conquered  the 
spirit  of  a man  less  brave  and  hopeful  than  him- 
self. He  has  literally  worked  his  way  up  from 
the  lower  rounds  in  the  social  and  financial  lad- 
der to  a position  of  influence  and  honor  in  the 
community  where  he  dwells. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  captain  was 
Nathan  Cockran,  probably  a native  of  this  county, 
but  born  quite  near  the  dividing  line  between  this 
and  Dorchester  Counties.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, “Kiah”  James,  was  one  of  her  majesty’s 
subjects,  as  he  was  born  in  England.  The  cap- 
tain is  a son  of  Ezekiel  Cockran,  who  was  a 
wheelwright  and  carpenter  by  trade  and  who  died 
in  early  manhood.  At  that  time  Nathan  was  only 
nine  years  old,  he  having  been  born  in  1826. 
His  birthplace  was  at  a point  not  far  from  his 
present  home  in  Caroline  County,  and  soon  after 
death  had  deprived  him  of  his  kind  father  he  was 
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bound  out  to  Capt.  Levin  T.  Dukes,  and  sailed 
from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  through  the  canal, 
back  and  forth,  until  he  was  seventeen.  He  then 
returned  home  with  some  money  which  he  had 
saved  and  invested  it  in  a one-third  interest  in  a 
vessel  which  he  sailed  for  three  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  bought  a vessel  ouD 
right  and  a year  later  purchased  an  interest  in 
a ship  which  he  was  the  master  upon  in  southern 
waters  for  several  years.  In  fact,  he  did  not 
discontinue  his  voyages  until  just  as  the  war  was 
about  to  break  out.  when  all  commercial  interests 
seemed  in  a state  of  paralysis.  He  next  turned 
his  attention  to  various  mercantile  enterprises  and 
to  managing  his  farm,  which  he  had  purchased 
in  the  meantime.  About  1869  he  located  upon 
the  homestead  where  he  may  j et  be  found,  a 
place  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  has  since  been 
occupied  in  its  cultivation  and  development.  He 
favors  the  Democratic  party  platform  and  lends 
his  influence  to  whatever  he  believes  to  be  for  the 
public  good. 

In  1856  the  captain  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Dennis  Wilson,  and  after  her  death 
he  wedded  Irene  Blades,  daughter  of  Isaiah  C. 
Blades  and  granddaughter  of  Isaiah  Blades,  who 
first  settled  upon  and  cleared  the  homestead 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  who  was 
buried  on  the  farm.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  N.  J. 
Cockran  was  in  girlhood  Milclia  Todd.  Captain 
Cockran’s  children  are  Algy  J.,  a farmer;  An- 
thony B.,  an  oysterman  and  boatman  of  Oxford; 
Eltnina,  wife  of  Harry  R.  Merican;  and  Mar- 
garet I.,  wife  of  E.  M.  Willey,  a farmer  in  the  third 
district. 

— — > 3 1 — 

OSEPH  G.  HARRISON,  sheriff  of  Wor- 
cester County,  and  senior  member  of  the 
firm  known  as  J.  G.  Harrison  & Sons,  of 
Berlin  district,  is  a live,  energetic  business  man. 
Aside  from  carrying  on  regular  farming  upon  his 
fine  homestead  here  he  is  especially  interested  in 
the  nursery  business  and  has  over  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  devoted  to  nursery  stock.  The 


firm  are  doing  very  well  financially,  and  now 
that  they  have  a fine  start  in  the  business  will 
unquestionably  prosper  more  and  more  as  the 
merit  of  their  enterprise  becomes  generally 
known  to  this  part  of  the  Eastern  Shore. 

Mr.  Harrison  of  whom  we  write  is  a native  of 
Delaware,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  Sussex 
County,  November  15,  1840.  He  is  the  second 
in  a family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
Mahala,  Eliza,  Louisa,  Levin  and  Charles  H. 
The  parents  of  this  little  family  were  Joseph  G. 
and  Rhoda  (Long)  Harrison,  both  natives  of 
Sussex  County,  Del.  The  father  was  a farmer  and 
was  quite  prosperous  in  a financial  way,  and  his 
father  in  turn  was  also  a farmer  and  was  born  in 
Delaware. 

ft 

From  his  earliest  recollections  Mr.  Harrison 
has  been  associated  with  the  life  of  a farmer  and 
thoroughly  enjoys  it.  Still,  he  has  not  confined 
his  attention  to  farming,  but  has  frequently 
branched  out  into  other  fields  of  enterprise  anfl 
among  other  things  has  dealt  extensively  in  cat- 
tle, sheep  and  lumber.  In  1881  he  first  be- 
came connected  with  the  lumber  trade  in  North 
Carolina  and  in  1883  he  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  a farm.  He  operates  over  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  here  now  and  gives  the  greater 
share  of  his  time  to  the  raising  of  berries  and 
peaches  for  the  city  markets  and  to  his  fine 
nursery  stock.  He  estimates  that  he  has  about 
two  million  young  peach  trees  for  sale,  fifty  thou- 
sand plum  trees,  besides  a great  variety  of  other 
trees  and  small  fruit  bushes,  five  million  straw- 
berrj?  plants  and  two  hundred  thousand  asparagus 
plants.  His  two  sons,  Orlando  and  George  A.,  are 
of  great  assistance  to  him  and  are  members  of  the 
firm  as  given  at  the  head  of  this  article.  They 
are  bright,  intelligent  j^oung  men,  full  of  life  and 
business  enterprise,  and  are  sure  to  make  a suc- 
cess of  life  if  they  continue  in  the  pathway  they 
have  marked  out  for  themselves.  Joseph  G. 
Harrison  has  been  allied  with  the  Democratic 
party  since  he  became  a voter  and  is  now  sheriff 
of  Worcester  County. 

April  4,  1856,  Mr.  Harrison  and  Miss  Catherine 
Collins,  a native  of  Maryland,  were  united  in 
marriage.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
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children,  who  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows: 
Orlando,  George  A.,  Della  C.  and  Achsali.  The 
sons  are  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own 
and  the  two  daughters  keep  house  for  their 
father,  as  the  mother  was  summoned  to  the  home 
beyond  April  15,  1887.  She  was  a sweet  Chris- 
tian character,  devoted  to  her  family  and  was  for 
years  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


HOMAS  W.  K.  WHITE.  From  the  date 
of  the  first  settlement  of  Kent  Island  down 
to  the  present  time  some  representatives  of 
the  branch  of  the  White  family  to  which  the 
subject  of  this  article  belongs  have  always  been 
residents  of  this  beautiful  spot  in  Maryland. 
They  have  been  a people  devoted  to  agriculture 
and  have  led  quiet,  peaceful  lives  of  usefulness  to 
their  fellow-men,  Industrious  and  God-fearing, 
honest  and  just,  it  would  be  hard  to  find  men 
who  made  better  citizens,  friends  and  neighbors 
than  the  ancestors  of  our  subject.  His  pleasant 
residence  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  island,  not  far  distant  from  one  of  the  num- 
erous pretty  little  bays  that  so  thickly  indent  the 
coast,  and  following  the  example  of  his  fore- 
fathers, he  is  interested  in  farming. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Thomas  W.  K. 
White  bore  the  Christian  name  of  Walter.  He 
was  born  on  the  island  and  the  land  which  he 
owned  and  cultivated  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
his  descendants.  His  son,  Marmaduke,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  here  and 
became  quite  well-to-do.  When  he  died  he  left 
a good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on  Love  Point, 
and  another  place  east  of  Stevensville,  this  one 
containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Mary  Carville  before  her  marriage 
with  him,  and  to  their  union  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Madeline,  wife  of  Jacob  Calloway, 
of  Queenstown;  T.  W.  K. ; Frederick,  deceased; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Perry  Winchester,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Edward,  James  and  Annie,  all  deceased. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  W.  K.  White  occurred  in 
1850  and  his  early  years  were  spent  in  the  man- 


ner common  to  country  lads.  His  education  was 
that  of  the  district  schools,  supplemented  by  a 
certain  amount  of  outside  reading  and  study,  and 
much  of  his  time  was  given  up  to  the  general 
work  of  the  homestead.  For  the  past  twenty 
years  he  has  managed  his  own  and  two  other 
farms  belonging  to  the  family,  and  success  has 
attended  his  efforts  almost  invariably.  His  vote 
is  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  in  favor  of  the  can- 
didates of  the  Democracy,  but  he  has  never  held 
public  positions. 

In  1876  Mr.  White  married  Julia  Winchester, 
a resident  of  Kent  Island.  They  have  seven  liv- 
ing children,  named  in  the  order  of  their  birth: 
Josephine,  Bernard,  Walter,  James,  Sue,  Gladys 
and  Cardinal.  They  are  bright,  intelligent  young 
people  and  have  been  provided  with  excellent 
educational  advantages.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are 
striving  to  bring  up  their  children  to  have  due 
regard  for  the  rights  of  others  and  to  instill  into 
their  youthful  minds  love  towards  humanity  and 
upright  principles  of  action. 


OHN  D.  KIRBY,  a resident  of  the  fifth 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  was  born 
here  in  1831,  being  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Carville)  Kirby.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Nicholas  Kirby,  a native  of  England, 
came  to  this  country  and  was  married  on  Kent 
Island.’  After  a residence  there  of  several  years, 
he  returned  to  his  old  home,  and  there  spent  his 
remaining  years.  Prior  to  crossing  the  ocean  to 
America  he  had  been  an  officer  in  the  English 
navy  and  upon  his  return  to  England  he  again 
became  connected  with  the  navy. 

When  a boy  Samuel  Kirby  learned  the  trade  of 
a ship  carpenter,  which  he  afterward  followed  for 
some  years,  building  and  selling  bay  vessels. 
Finally  he  purchased  a farm  on  the  mainland  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County  and  there  he  remained 
until  death,  meantime  by  judicious  investments 
accumulating  a valuable  property.  In  early  years 
he  was  of  the  Episcopal  belief,  but  through  the 
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influence  of  Major  Massey  his  views  upon  doc- 
trinal points  were  changed  and  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
his  family  there  were  three  children:  Rebecca, 
Nicholas  and  John  D. 

On  the  old  homestead  our  subject  passed  his 
boyhood  years.  When  a young  man  he  began 
sailing  on  the  bay  and  Chester  River,  with  Capt. 
Samuel  O.  Tilghman,  but  after  three  years  upon 
the  water  he  abandoned  the  occupation  and  lo- 
cated upon  a portion  of  his  father’s  estate.  He 
now  owns  a farm  comprising  more  than  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  are  substan- 
tial buildings  and  between  six  and  seven  thou- 
sand peach  trees.  While  he  has  been  successful, 
yet  he  has  experienced  his  share  of  reverses,  the 
most  serious  of  these  being  in  April,  1893,  when 
through  fire  he  lost  almost  his  entire  property. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  worked  energetically 
and  in  a few  years  had  retrieved  his  heavy  losses. 

May  7,  1856,  Mr.  Kirby  married  Annie  M., 
daughter  of  Rasin  Gale,  at  one  time  a member  of 
the  house  of  delegates  from  Kent  County.  Four 
children  were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby,  namely:  Lavenia;  Emma  and  Laura,  de- 

ceased, and  Isabel,  wife  of  Lewis  D.  Senat,  a busi- 
ness man  of  Philadelphia.  Politically  Mr.  Kirby 
is  a Democrat  and  takes  a warm  interest  in  party 
matters. 


APT.  JOHN  WILKINSON  was  born  April 
25,  1808,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  four  miles  from 
Centreville,on  the  road  leading  to  Ruthsburg 
He  was  the  great-grandson  of  Rev.  Christopher 
Wilkinson,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  to  the  care  of  souls  at  St.  Paul’s,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  in  1709.  His  father  was  Chris- 
topher (3d),  a prominent  farmer  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  who  engaged  in  the  cavalry  service  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Queenstown.  He  was  distinguished  for  his 
horsemanship. 

Capt.  John  Wilkinson  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Louisa  Glenn,  whom  he 
married  February  ix,  1829,  not  being  then  quite 


twenty-one  years  of  age.  She  lived  but  a few 
years  and  left  no  children.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife  he  removed  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years,  returning  on  horse- 
back over  the  mountains  and  around  the  head  of 
the  bay.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  at  Pur- 
nell’s shops,  near  what  is  now  the  flourishing 
town  of  Ridgely.  After  teaching  there  about 
two  years,  he  took  charge  of  the  school  at  Ruths- 
burg and  later  the  school  at  White  Marsh,  near 
Centreville.  In  1839  he  resigned  his  school  to 
accept  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County  under  Thomas  Sutton,  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  y^ear  he  was  re-appointed  under 
Samuel  S.  Robinson.  During  this  time  he  also 
held  the  position  of  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  Sheriff 
Robinson,  Captain  Wilkinson  removed  to  Holt’s 
Mill,  in  Talbot  County,  near  the  present  town  of 
Cordova.  In  1845  he  organized  a company  of  sol- 
diers for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  the  Mexi- 
can war,  and  was  made  captain,  but  the  company 
did  not  go  into  active  service.  Afterward  he  re- 
moved to  Centreville  and  began  in  the  mercantile 
business,  in  which  he  continued  until  his  death.  In 
January,  1849,  he  married  Eliza,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  DeRochbrune  and  the  granddaughter  of 
Matthew  DeRochbrune,  the  latter  of  whom  came 
to  Queen  Anne’s  County  direct  from  France. 

Captain  Wilkinson  was  one  of  the  prime  mov- 
ers in  the  establishment  of  the  Queen  Anne’s  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Centreville  and  was  made  vice- 
president.  He  died  March  13,  1889,  in  the 
eighty-first  year  of  his  age,  leaving  a widow  and 
two  daughters,  one  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Bus- 
teed  and  the  other  the  wife  of  John  M.  Perry. 


OSEPH  F.  SMITH,  a well  and  favorably 
known  citizen  of  the  fifth  district  of  Caroline 
County,  is  one  of  the  boys  who  wore  the  blue 
in  the  late  Civil  war.  He  was  but  a young  man 
when  he  offered  his  services,  and  life  if  need  be, 
in  defense  of  the  Union  cause,  and  though  many 
a year  has  since  drawn  to  a close  and  his  hair  is 
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whitening,  his  heart  is  as  true  as  of  yore  to  the 
principles  he  then  defended,  and  in  times  of  peace 
as  well  as  in  those  of  war,  he  has  supported  what- 
ever he  honestly  believed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  great  majority  of  his  countrymen.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
G,  in  January,  1862.  He  served  under  Colonel 
Stanton  in  a number  of  engagements  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battles  of  Winchester  and  the 
Wilderness,  and  honorably  discharged  in  Balti- 
more, in  1864.  He  has  always  had  a warm  place 
in  his  heart  for  his  old  comrades,  and  for  years 
has  belonged  to  Watkin’s  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Fed- 
eralsburg.  He  doubtless  inherited  somewhat  of 
the  old  patriotic  spirit  of  one  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  heroes,  for  such  was  his  great-grandfather 
Smith. 

Leonard  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  followed  farming 
and  lumbering  in  his  active  life.  His  wife  was  a 
Miss  Rebecca  Kaler  in  her  girlhood,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  several  children.  John  re- 
sides in  Thornhurst,  Pa.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Solomon  Sitzer;  Harriet  married  N.  Slutter; 
William,  who  served  throughout  the  war,  died 
leaving  two  children;  Mary  died  unmarried;  Leon- 
ard is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  and  Rebecca  is 
Mrs.  John  Elsworth.  Philip  Smith,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  also  a native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  where  several  generations  of 
the  family  have  been  esteemed  among  the  leading 
citizens. 

J.  F.  Smith  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
March  28,  1838,  and  early  learned  the  trades  of 
millwright  and  bridge-builder.  He  was  em- 
ployed at  various  kinds  of  carpentering  work  until 
1877,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  invested 
his  funds  in  a good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  six 
acres,  which  he  has  since  substantially  improved. 
He  endeavors  to  promote  all  worthy  local  indus- 
tries and  is  identified  with  the  class  that  stands 
for  order  and  good  government.  He  is  a stanch 
Republican  and  is  faithful  in  discharging  his  duty 
as  a citizen  and  voter. 

December  8,  1867,  Mr.  Smith  married  Susan 
Downing,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Cynthia  (Rosen- 
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crans)  Downing,  of  Wilksbarre,  Pa.,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren: Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Kruger,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.;  Joseph,  deceased;  Lillian,  wife  of  John 
Kent,  of  this  district;  Lorinda,  Mrs.  Elmer  Co- 
hee,  of  Elwood;  Mary,  Josias,  Asa  and  Ira. 


ILLIAM  P.  HORSEY  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  merchants  of  the  lower  portion 
of  the  peninsula.  With  his  brother  he  owns 
a flourishing  mercantile  business  at  Crisfield, 
where  he  occupies  a building  50  x 85  feet  in  di- 
mensions, with  glass  front,  and  equipped  with 
every  convenience  for  the  successful  management 
of  the  enterprise.  A full  line  of  merchandise  is  car- 
ried, including  clothing,  dry  goods,  hats  and  caps, 
carpets,  boots  and  shoes,  and  furniture.  The  ju- 
dicious manner  in  which  he  conducts  the  business, 
and  the  accommodating  disposition  which  he  has 
always  shown  in  his  dealings  with  others  have  de- 
servedly made  him  popular  and  brought  him  a 
large  share  of  the  local  patronage. 

In  Crisfield  district,  Somerset  County,  Mr.  Hor- 
sey was  born  March  12,  1853.  The  family  has 
resided  here  for  several  generations.  His  grand- 
father, Edward  Horsey,  was  born  in  Somerset 
County  and  'here  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in 
farm  pursuits  and  the  real-estate  business,  and 
having  valuable  holdings  in  land  and  slaves. 
Among  his  fellow-citizens  and  in  the  Democratic 
party  he  was  prominent.  His  death  occurred 
when  he  was  about  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
exact  date  of  the  founding  of  the  family  in  Mary- 
land is  not  known,  but  it  is  known  that  they  are 
of  English  extraction.  The  first  of  the  name  to 
locate  permanently  on  the  Eastern  Shore  was 
Stephen  Horsey,  who  settled  in  Somerset  County 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Capt.  Albert  R. 
Horsey,  was  born  in  Somerset  County  in  1818 
and  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Lawsons  district. 
When  quite  young  he  began  life  as  a sailor  on  the 
ocean  and  bay  and  in  the  course  of  time  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  several  small  vessels  that  plied 
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the  waters  of  the  bay  between  Somerset  County 
and  Baltimore.  Later  he  gave  his  attention  to 
agriculture  and  became  the  owner  of  a valuable 
farm  and  several  slaves.  He  was  strong  in  his 
political  convictions  and  favored  the  Democratic 
party.  He  died  when  fifty-three  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  Leah,  was  a daughter  of  Thomas JNel- 
son,  who  was  born  in  this  county  and  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant  here.  She  is  still  living  and 
is  now  seventy-six  years  old.  When  about 
thirteen  years  of  age  she  became  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  has  since  been 
active  in  its  work.  She  is  a sincere  Christian, 
kind  in  her  associations  with  others,  of  a chari- 
table disposition  that  finds  its  outlet  in  benefac- 
tions to  the  deserving  poor.  Of  her  seven  chil- 
dren three  are  deceased.  Edward,  the  eldest,  is  a 
mariner  and  resides  in  Crisfield;  Alonzo  R.  is  in 
partnership  with  our  subject;  and  Joshua  is  also 
a merchant  of  Crisfield. 

The  second  of  these  four  sons  was  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  grown  to  man’s  estate,  meantime  attending 
the  public  schools  and  Washington  College,  at 
Chestertown.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  he  be- 
gan as  a clerk  and  was  thus  employed  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  tobacco  busi- 
ness. September  i,  1876,  he  opened  a general 
store  at  Crisfield  under  the  firm  name  of  Horsey 
Brothers,  having  his  brother  as  a partner,  and 
they  have  since  been  together  in  the  management 
of  the  enterprise  that  under  their  judicious  over- 
sight has  brought  them  such  marked  prosperity. 
For  a time  they  carried  on  two  stores,  but  these 
they  combined  in  1895  and  have  since  had  one 
large  store. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Horsey  was  Clara  L- 
Roach,  of  Crisfield,  who  died  in  1884,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Lillian  H.,  now  a student  in  the  Western 
Maryland  College.  In  1893  he  married  Miss 
Edith  L.  Crow,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  they 
have  a daughter,  Madeline,  while  the  only  son, 
Albert  C.,  is  deceased.  Politically  Mr.  Horsey 
is  a Democrat.  In  religious  belief  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in 
which  he  is  a trustee  and  has  been  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  was  one  of 


the  original  stockholders  in  the  Crisfield  Ice  Com- 
pany of  this  place,  also  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders and  directors  of  the  Savings  Bank  of 
Somerset  County,  at  Princess  Anne. 


ILLIAM  S.  SEYMOUR,  M.  D.  Though 
one  of  the  youngest  physicians  in  Talbot 
County,  Dr.  Seymour  is  not  one  of  the 
least  known.  He  ranks  among  the  rising  young 
professional  men  of  the  village  of  Trappe,  where 
he  has  an  office  and  carries  on  a general  profes- 
sional practice.  For  the  work  he  has  selected  for 
his  life  calling  he  is  admirably  fitted  both  by 
natural  gifts  and  by  years  of  diligent  study  and 
application,  also  by  his  practical  experience  in 
hospital  work. 

Upon  a farm  in  Talbot  County  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  January  20,  1871,  a son  of 
Levin  S.  and  Matilda  A.  (Berridge)  Seymour. 
In  boyhood  he  was  a pupil  in  the  district  schools, 
also  in  the  high  school  of  Trappe,  where  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  knowledge  to  which  he 
afterward  added  by  reading,  self-culture  and 
observation.  Until  sixteen  years  of  age  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  the  home  farm.  At  that 
time,  however,  he  came  to  Trappe,  where  he  se- 
cured employment  as  clerk  in  a drug  store  and 
remained  in  the  same  position  for  three  years. 
In  order  to  gain  a more  thorough  knowledge  of 
pharmacy  he  entered  the  Maryland  College  of 
Pharmacy  and  remained  there  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  regular  course,  graduating  April  12, 
1892.  For  one  year  afterward  he  had  charge  of 
a drug  store.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  matriculated 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
Baltimore,  where  he  carried  on  medical  studies 
for  one  5^ear.  Later  he  became  a student  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, where  he  completed  the  course  and  gradu- 
ated April  16,  1895.  The  following  year  he  was 
engaged  as  a physician  in  the  University  hos- 
pital, where  he  had  an  opportunity  to  extend  his 
knowledge  by  practical  experience  with  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  in  its  many  forms. 


JAMES  A.  CONNAWAY,  M.  D. 
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In  1896  Dr.  Seymour  came  to  the  village  of 
Trappe,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice. 
He  also  superintends  the  management  of  his  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in  this  district. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  frater- 
nally is  identified  with  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  and  in  politics  is  a Democrat. 


AMES  A.  CONNAWAY,  M.  D.,  a practic- 
ing physician  of  Strait  district,  Dorchester 
County,  is  well  posted  in  his  profession,  and 
has  had  a wide  and  varied  experience  in  his 
chosen  field  of  labor.  About  1890  he  came  to 
his  present  location  and  has  since  succeeded  in 
building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 
For  twelve  years  prior  to  his  coming  here  he  re- 
sided on  Hooper’s  Island,  having  been  the  first 
physician  ever  permanently  residing  on  the  island, 
and  he  still  retains  many  of  his  clients  there. 

Dr.  Connaway  was  born  in  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  June  24,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Levin  Conna- 
way, who  was  likewise  a native  of  Delaware,  and 
spent  his  whole  life  near  Concord.  He  was  a 
very  successful  farmer  and'  was  quite  active  in 
political  matters.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  regretted  by  all  who  had  ever  come 
into  contact  with  him.  His  father,  John,  was 
also  born,  reared  and  died  in  the  same  section  of 
Delaware  and  followed  agriculture  for  a means  of 
livelihood.  The  family  in  that  state  dates  back 
as  far  as  1700,  the  original  founders  of  the  branch 
there  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  Sussex 
County,  and  came  from  Europe.  The  doctor’s 
mother,  who  was  a native  of  Delaware  as  well, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Matilda  Anderson.  She 
died  when  sixty-five  years  old,  and  five  of  her 
eight  children  survive  at  this  writing.  They  are: 
Joseph,  of  Lewes,  Del.;  Mary  J.,  a widow;  Annie 
E. ; James  A.;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Thomas 
Joseph. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Connaway  was  quietly  reared  to 
youth  upon  his  father’s  homestead  in  Delaware, 
his  primary  education  being  obtained  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  When  he  had  arrived  at  mature 


years,  he  determined  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  for  a time  attended  lectures  in  the  Cin- 
cinnati (Ohio)  Medical  College.  When  he  was 
on  his  way  home  in  1861  from  Ohio,  at  Akron, 
he  was  threatened  with  being  forced  into  the 
army,  and  proceeded  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  he  found  a position  in  the  naval  depart- 
ment and  marine  corps,  and  continued  in  that 
service  for  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  was  honorably  discharged.  When  the 
war  clouds  had  -drifted  away  he  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  his  native  state  and  commenced  his 
initial  practice  there,  also  assisting  his  father 
somewhat  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  After 
the  death  of  the  latter  the  doctor  went  to  Nan- 
ticoke  Point,  Wicomico  County,  Md.,  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession  there  four  years,  then  settling 
upon  Hooper’s  Island,  as  previously  noted.  He 
aims  to  keep  thoroughly  posted  in  all  the  discov- 
eries and  new  methods  of  combating  disease,  and 
is  a practical,  conscientious  man  at  all  times.  He 
votes  for  the  Democratic  nominees,  but  has  never 
been  much  of  a politician.  He  and  his  good  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

August  17,  1871,  Dr.  Connaway  married  Miss 
Wilhelmina  Winsor,  daughter  of  Philip  Winsor, 
of  Georgetown,  Del.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Benjamin,  of  this  place;  Viola,  wife  of 
Henry  W.  Mills;  and  Galen,  who  is  with  his  par- 
ents. 


ICHARD  LEE  LINTHICUM,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  who  was  engaged  in  general  practice 
as  a physician  for  a few  years  in  Hooper’s 
Island,  Dorchester  Count}',  has  been  located  in 
Church  Creek  of  late  years,  this  neighborhood 
having  been  the  home  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
In  partnership  with  his  brother,  F.  P.,  he  is 
interested  in  managing  the  old  homestead. 

Born  April  28,  1861,  the  doctor  is  a son  of 
Richard  Linthicum,  who  was  of  Welsh  descent, 
his  ancestor  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  about 
1643,  A.  D.,  and  settled  in  Anne  Arundel  Coun- 
ty, Md.  The  family  has  always  since  occupied 
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an  enviable  place  in  the  annals  of  the  state,  and 
members  of  it  have  graced  the  various  professions 
and  arts  frequently.  In  the  main,  however,  they 
have  been  planters,  merchants,  and  ship-builders, 
and  many  of  them  have  amassed  large  fortunes  by 
their  executive  ability  and  superior  judgment  in 
commercial  affairs.  (For  particulars  of  the  origi- 
nators of  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  family  see 
the  sketch  of  Benjamin  J.  Lintliicum,  a cousin  of 
our  subject,  upon  another  page  in  this  volume.) 

Richard  Lintliicum  was  born  upon  a farm 
opposite  the  town  of  Woolford  (formerly  Milton), 
Dorchester  County.  There  he  spent  the  first 
sixteen  years  of  his  life,  and  then,  following  a 
strong  desire  to  sail  on  the  high  seas,  he  became 
captain  of  a sailing-vessel  at  the  early  age  of  six- 
teen. He  suffered  many  hardships  in  the  line  of 
his  arduous  duties,  but  was  undaunted  by  dan- 
gers and  disasters,  for,  though  he  was  ship- 
wrecked on  the  Spanish  Main  and  also  at  Cape 
Hatteras  when  a mere  youth,  he  continued  to 
follow  the  sea  for  many  years.  His  last  days,  by 
contrast,  were  very  quiet  and  monotonous,  as  he 
settled  down  as  a merchant  at  Church  Creek,  but 
had  investments  in  lumber,  land,  etc.,  which  kept 
him  full}’  occupied  in  looking  after  them.  He 
conducted  an  extensive  trade  in  ship  lumber  and 
owned  three  thousand  acres  of  valuable  farm  and 
timber  land.  He  was  born  during  the  year 
1809,  and  died  at  the  ripe  age  of  four-score  years, 
respected  and  highly  thought  of  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  married  Miss  Susan  A.,  who  was  born 
November  12,  1820,  daughter  of  Samuel  Linthi- 
cum,  and  their  three  children  were  Dr.  R.  L. , of 
this  article;  F.  Percy,  who  is  also  assisting  in  the 
supervision  of  the  old  plantation;  and  Aline 
Estelle,  who  is  deceased. 

Dr.  Lintliicum  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
grammar  schools  of  Baltimore  and  in  the  City 
College.  Later  he  entered  Western  Maryland 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1883,  and 
then,  having  decided  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
fession, he  matriculated  in  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, of  Philadelphia,  and  was  eventually  awarded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  there,  in  1887. 
Returning  home,  he  practiced  for  a short  time, 
then  going  to  Hooper’s  Island,  and  finally  re- 


sumed his  residence  here.  Like  his  revered 
father,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democracy.  His 
mother  is  still  living  and  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead. 

V-  HOMAS  C.  SELLERS.  Numbered  among 
1 C the  industrious,  enterprising  citizens  of  Dor- 
\2J  Chester  County  is  this  gentleman,  whose 
home  is  in  the  third  district  upon  a beautiful  farm 
known  as  Indian  Town.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  financial  undertakings  and  has  in- 
vested his  funds  from  time  to  time  in  good  land 
until  he  now  owns  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  Mr.  Sellers  takes  an  interested  part  in 
Democratic  politics,  and  was  tax  collector  of  this 
district  in  1885  and  1886,  and  from  1887  to  1892 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  county  almshouse. 
He  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  local 
conventions  of  his  party,  and  is  recognized  as  an 
influential  factor  in  public  affairs  here. 

Thomas  Sellers,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
article,  was  a native  of  the  vicinity  of  Denton, 
Caroline  County,  and  came  here  about  1837. 
From  that  time  until  his  demise,  in  1890,  he  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a 
leader  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  being 
a trustee  for  years,  and  was  a member  of  the 
quarterly  conference.  To  himself  and  wife,  for- 
merly Elizabeth  Evans,  of  Caroline  County,  there 
were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following 
survive:  James  E.,  of  Cabin  Creek,  Dorchester 
County;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Robinson  F.  Dilla- 
hay,  of  this  neighborhood;  Martha,  wife  of  John 
W.  Gootee;  T.  C. ; John  F.  and  Martin  T. , both 
of  this  community;  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Dunn, 
of  this  locality;  and  George  W.,  a resident  of  this 
county. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Fairview, 
Dorchester  County,  April  4,  1850,  and  when  he 
was  of  suitable  age  he  began  to  go  to  the  district 
school  during  the  winter  season.  When  about 
nineteen  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and 
worked  at  that  calling  until  he  was  married.  In 
1891  he  bought  his  beautiful  homestead,  Ravens- 
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wood,  and  has  assiduously  attended  to  its  culti- 
vation and  general  improvement  since. 

December  23,  1886,  Mr.  Sellers  married  Ger- 
trude, daughter  of  Zion  Sollaway,  of  this  district. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following- 
named  children:  Ollie  M.,  Eva,  Mary,  Nellie, 
Thomas,  Charles,  Lena  and  Lulu  (twins) , Her- 
man, Stella  and  Maggie.  They  are  bright  young 
people,  and  the  older  ones  are  attending  the  school 
of  this  neighborhood. 


(SAMUEL.  J-  COOPER  is  a successful  merchant 
of  Sharptown,  Wicomico  County,  where 
C*V  he  was  born  November  6,  1842.  He  is  a 
member  of  an  old  family  of  Delaware  and  a rel- 
ative of  Governor  Cooper,  of  that  state.  His 
father,  John,  who  was  a son  of  William  Cooper, 
of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  was  born  and  reared 
there,  and  in  early  life  followed  the  trade  of  a 
ship  carpenter,  but  afterward  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  and 
for  many  years  held  office  as  a magistrate.  He 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church  of  Sharptown,  in  which  he  was 
an  official  and  exhorter  for  many  years.  He  re- 
moved from  Delaware  to  Maryland  and  settled  in 
Wicomico  County,  in  February,  1842,  and  here 
he  continued  to  reside  until  1864,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Delaware,  and  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1896. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Lynch,  was  born  in  Laurel,  Del.,  and  is  living,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one,  upon  the  old  Cooper 
homestead  in  Delaware.  She  had  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Samuel  J.;  Margaret,  wife  of  James  F.  Bradley,  of 
Sharptown  district;  Delilah,  who  married  M.  D. 
Bradley;  Melvina,  wife  of  J.  W,  Phillips,  of  Wi- 
comico County;  Levan  T. , who  makes  his  home 
in  Delaware;  Edith,  the  widow  of  James  Waller, 
and  now  living  with  her  mother;  John,  on  the  old 
homestead;  Susan,  the  widow  of  James  F.  Lowe, 


of  Delmar,  Del.;  and  Sallie,  Mrs.  Samuel  K. 
Beach,  of  Delaware.  When  a boy  our  subject 
worked  on  the  home  farm  and  for  a time  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a sailor.  At  the  age  of 
about  nineteen  years  he  enlisted,  September  28, 
1861,  at  Church  Creek,  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
in  the  First  Eastern  Shore  Regiment,  U.  S.  A., 
Lockwood’s  Brigade,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  Col. 
James  Wallace  commanding.  His  term  of  service 
covered  thirty- seven  months  and  five  days,  dur- 
ing a portion  of  which  he  was  on  guard  duty. 
The  most  important  engagement  in  which  he  took 
part  was  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  he  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  However,  the 
most  of  his  service  was  with  the  Army  of 
Virginia. 

On  retiring  from  the  army,  Mr.  Cooper  again 
became  a sailor,  and  was  captain  of  vessels  on  the 
bay  until  1869.  Afterward  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  building  of  ships  and  worked  in  one 
of  the  large  ship  yards  of  Wilmington.  An  accident 
obliged  him  to  relinquish  this  occupation,  and  he 
then  went  to  lowei  Delaware,  where  he  operated 
a steam  sawmill  until  1873.  Forming  a partner- 
ship in  that  year  with  his  cousin,  Noah  C.  Cooper, 
he  bought  out  R.  T.  Wright,  at  Sharptown, 
and  founded  the  firm  of  S.  J.  Cooper  & Co. 
After  four  years  he  purchased  his  cousin’s  interest 
and  has  since  successfully  conducted  the  business 
in  his  own  name. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  business 
for  increased  facilities,  Mr.  Cooper  in  1891  tore 
down  the  old  storehouse,  and  on  its  site  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  building.  At  the  same  time 
he  remodeled  and  enlarged  his  residence.  June 
17,  1892,  fire  destroyed  both  the  store  and  dwell- 
ing, entailing  a loss  of  almost  $5,000,  only  par- 
tially covered  by  insurance.  His  energy  is  shown 
in  the  fact  that  he  immediately  began  the  work  of 
rebuilding,  and  October  1,  1892,  less  than  three 
months  after  the  fire,  he  moved  into  his  new 
store,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  He  also  has  an  interest  in  several 
vessels  that  carry  freight  up  and  down  the  bay. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church,  in  which  he  is  a trustee, 
class-leader  and  steward.  It  is  said  that  he  has 
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more  money  in  church  stock  than  anyone  in  the 
town,  he  having  contributed  to  all  of  the  churches 
in  the  locality. 

December  i,  1874,  Mr.  Cooper  married  Rachel 
A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Phillips,  of  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, Del.  She  died  July  8,  1886,  having  been  the 
mother  of  five  children.  Of  these  three  are  living. 
Joseph  P.,  an  energetic  young  man,  assists  his 
father  in  the  store;  Lena  E.  and  Mary  E.  are  at 
home.  SallieT.,  twin  of  Mary  E.,  died  at  the 
age  of  oneyear;  and  Samuel  W.  M.  died  July  24, 
18S6. 


HOMAS  J.  SAUERHOFF  is  engaged  in 
the  marine  railway  business,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  important  industries  on  the 
Eastern  Shore.  In  early  youth  he  learned  the 
trade  of  ship  carpenter,  which  he  followed  both 
in  Maryland  and  Delaware.  In  1885  he  came  to 
his  present  location  in  Sharptown  district, 
Wicomico  County,  and  purchased  a one-fourth 
interest  in  the  marine  railway  owned  by  George 
K.  Phillips  & Co.,  with  which  he  has  since  been 
actively  connected.  Vessels  of  all  sizes  are  built 
and  repaired  here,  some  of  them  of  as  much  as 
three  hundred  tons’  weight.  To  carry  on  the  en- 
terprise thirty  men  are  employed. 

As  indicated  by  the  name  the  Sauerhoff  family 
is  of  German  origin.  It  had  representatives 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Baltimore,  though 
Henry,  father  of  our  subject,  was  of  northern 
birth,  being  a native  of  New  York.  However, 
much  of  his  active  life  w'as  spent  in  Baltimore, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter 
and  was  afterward  employed  as  foreman  in  a num- 
ber  of  the  large  yards  in  that  city.  He  was  an 
expert  marine  railway  builder  and  carried  on  that 
business  until  his  death.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Ann  Jeffreys,  is  living 
at  the  age  of  seventy- eight.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Thomas  J.,  who  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  July  28,  1852;  Kate,  wife  of  Jacob 
Smith,  of  Bethel,  Del  ; Joseph  H.,  of  Cambridge; 
and  William,  a resident  of  Bethel.  Del. 


Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  then  began  to  work  in  a saw 
and  grist  mill  in  Oxford,  Md.,  and  later  learned 
the  trade  of  a ship  carpenter  in  the  same  place. 
From  Oxford  he  removed  to  Bethel,  Del.,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  eight  years,  and  then 
returning  to  Maryland,  spent  a short  time  in 
Cambridge,  coming  from  that  place  to  Wicomico 
County  in  1885.  He  is  an  industrious,  persever- 
ing man,  and  has  justly  earned  his  present  finan- 
cial prosperity.  Though  a stanch  Democrat,  he 
has  been  too  engrossed  in  business  matters  to 
attend  conventions  or  accept  nomination  for 
office.  His  tastes  run  in  the  line  of  business 
rather  than  politics.  However,  he  is  public- 
spirited  and  takes  an  interest  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  January  13, 
1879,  he  married  Julia  C.,  daughter  of  John  B. 
Quillen,  of  Bethel,  Del.  Six  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  of  whom  four  ane  living:  Maggie 

L.,  Lillian,  Harry  W.  and  Charles  W. 


LBERT  LOWE,  a resident  of  Bay  Hundred 
district,  Talbot  County,  is  a member  of  the 
legal  profession  and  is  a young  man  of 
marked  ability.  He  graduated  about  twenty 
years  ago  from  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Maryland,  at  an  early  age,  and  was  at 
once  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  county, 
Talbot,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  practice 
at  the  county  seat,  Easton.  He  enjoys  life  best 
in  the  country,  and  therefore  has  his  dwelling 
place  outside  of  the  city,  where  he  can  obtain  the 
benefit  of  pure  air  and  the  many  other  privileges 
connected  with  it. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  November 
12,  1852,  in  this  district,  and  his  boyhood  days 
were  passed  on  a farm  near  McDanieltown.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
in  the  academy  at  Locust  Grove  and  in  the  one 
known  as  St.  Michael’s.  In  1870  he  graduated 
from  Calvert  College,  Carroll  County  Md.,  where 
he  had  taken  a thorough  four  years’  course.  He 
then  taught  school  in  Talbot  County  several 
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terms  with  good  success.  During  this  period  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Seth, 
Seth  & Mann,  of  Baltimore,  and  in  October,  1875, 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland,  from  which  institution  he  was  duly 
graduated  in  the  class  of  May,  1877.  He  opened 
an  office  in  Easton,  and  gave  his  whole  time  and 
attention  to  his  professional  duties  until  June, 
1884,  when  he  removed  to  his  rural  abode,  near 
his  birthplace.  Since  then  he  has  carried  on  a 
farm  as  well  as  attending  to  his  practice,  and  very 
pleasurably  and  profitably  combines  the  two  oc- 
cupations, finding  in  the  one  the  mental  stimulus 
he  desires,  and  in  the  other  that  wholesome 
exercise  and  freedom  that  rarely  come  to  a man 
who  is  entirely  engrossed  in  his  profession.  He 
is  a Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office. 

Mr.  Lowe  is  a member  of  the  Matapeake  Tribe 
No.  76,  Red  Men,  of  Easton,  and  is  past  sachem 
of  the  same;  and  he  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
oldest  past  chancellor  of  Star  of  the  East  Lodge 
No.  106,  K.  of  P,  of  the  same  city.  He  also 
belongs  to  Wittman  Conclave  No.  409,  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  though 
he  attends  the  services  frequently,  he  is  not  a 
member  of  the  local  congregation.  February  8, 
1882,  Mr.  Lowe  married  Mary  F.,  daughter  of 
Francis  A.  and  Ellen  J.  Wrightson,  who  are 
represented  on  another  page  of  this  work.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  there  have  been  born  four 
children:  Reba,  Seth,  Mary  Graham  and  Carroll. 

William  Webb  Lowe,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  article,  was  born  near  Easton  September  7, 
1804,  and  always  lived  in  this  county,  his 
energies  being  given  to  farming  and  ship  build- 
ing. He  was  the  owner  of  large  estates,  and 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  McDanieltown.  He 
had  several  slaves  before  the  war,  and  conducted 
very  large  enterprises  successfully.  From  1849 
to  1852  he  was  a sheriff  of  this  county,  having 
been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  for 
two  terms  prior  to  this  served  in  the  state  house 
of  delegates.  I11  his  day  he  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  of  the  county,  and  was  always 
greatly  interested  in  whatever  effected  the  welfare 


of  his  home  locality,  or  the  state  in  general. 
June  2,  1829,  he  married  Mary  Anne,  daughter 
of  P'rancis  and  Mary  Anne  (Lowe)  Wrightson, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  March  19,  1830,  died  in  July, 
1830;  Francis  Wrightson,  June  17,  1831,  died 
May  7,  1894;  Ann  Catherine,  August  1,  1833, 
died  August  12,  1834;  an  infant,  born  August  5, 
1835,  died  when  a few  hours  old;  Col.  James 
Marion,  born  May  23,  1837,  °f  St.  Michael’s,  is 
reviewed  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  an  infant, 
born  February  21,  1839,  died  July  12,  1839; 
another  infant,  born  June  1,  1840,  died  unnamed 
on  the  1 8th  of  the  next  month;  William  E.,  born 
May  23,  1841,  is  a resident  of  McDanieltown; 
and  John  Thomas,  born  April  15,  1843,  lives  near 
McDanieltown.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  September  4,  1846,  aged  thirty-eight  years, 
and  two  years  later  the  father  married  a sister  of 
his  first  wife,  Rebecca  Ann  Wrightson.  She  was 
born  July  3,  1821,  and  died  July  2,  1866.  There 
were  six  children  by  this  union:  Joseph  Lowe, 
born  September  22,  1849,  died  February  8,  1850; 
Enoch  L-,  born  December  15,  1850,  died  February 
26,  1855;  Albert  Lowe  is  the  subject  of  this 
article;  Mary  Roseliue,  born  August  29,  1854, 
died  August  30,  1855;  Wilber  Fisk,  born  October 
21,  1856,  died  May  9,  1858.  An  infant  died 
unnamed.  The  father  died  January  20,  1863, 
aged  fifty-eight  years  and  a- half.  He  was  a son 
of  Wrightson  and  Susannah  (Haddaway)  Lowe. 
The  former  was  born  near  Bay  Side,  this  district, 
July  9,  1773,  and  died  May  13,  1848,  and  the 
latter,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Webb  Haddaway. 


ILLIAM  DALE,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Pocomoke  City,  has  re- 
sided here  since  1871,  and  is  intimately 
connected  with  many  of  the  enterprises  for  the 
advancement  of  local  interests,  having  as  a public- 
spirited  citizen  taken  an  active  part  in  the  promo- 
tion of  laudable  undertakings.  He  is  one  of  the 
large  land  owners  of  Worcester  County,  having 
in  his  possession  about  eight  farms,  aggregating 
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eighteen  hundred  acres.  There  is  probably  no 
line  of  activity  in  which  he  has  been  more  inter- 
ested than  in  educational  work,  and  this  interest 
has  found  expression  in  his  efforts  to  advance  the 
standard  of  education  in  his  community.  From 
1871  until  1888  he  was  a member  of  the  county 
board  of  school  commissioners,  and  for  fifteen 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation. 

In  Snow  Hill,  Worcester  County,  Mr.  Dale 
was  born  on  New  Year’s  day,  of  1824,  being  the 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Dale,  who 
spent  their  lives  as  residents  upon  a farm.  He 
was  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  and  had  two  sis- 
ters: Sarah  A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  L.  P.  Bowland,  deceased.  When  a 
boy  our  subject  was  a student  in  subscription 
schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the 
theological  seminary  at  Franklin,  Md.,  where  he 
completed  the  regular  course,  graduating  in  1845. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  Easton,  Md., 
where  he  held  a pastorate  for  two  years.  After- 
ward for  five  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Method- 
ist Protestant  Church  in  Chestertown,  Md.,  and 
from  there  went  to  Cambridge,  where  he  was 
stationed  four  years.  Returning  to  Chestertown 
he  was  pastor  there  for  three  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  retired  from  the  ministry 
on  account  of  continued  poor  health.  During 
the  period  of  his  ministry  he  aided  in  securing 
the  erection  of  three  church  buildings. 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Dale  resided  upon  a farm 
at  Rock  Hall,  Kent  County,  Md.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  From 
there  he  removed  to  a farm  situated  near  Poco- 
moke  City,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
to  this  place  in  1871.  In  political  belief  he  has 
always  favored  Democratic  doctrines,  but  has  not 
been  active  as  a partisan.  In  fraternal  relations 
he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Odd  Fellows.  His  marriage  in  1849  united 
him  with  Miss  Mary  Jones,  of  Kent  County,  this 
state.  Three  children  were  born  of  their  union: 
Charles  D. , a farmer  residing  in  Pocomoke  City; 
John  A.,  a physician  engaged  in  practice  at 
Princess  Anne;  and  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  McMaster  and  resides  in  Princess  Anne. 


The  First  National  Bank  was  established  in 
1890  and  has  since  occupied  a building  that  was 
erected  in  1889.  It  carries  on  business  in  a way 
indicative  of  the  ability  of  the  men  who  stand  at 
its  head,  and  its  finances  are  upon  a substantial 
basis.  By  the  honorable  manner  in  which  every 
transaction  is  conducted  and  by  the  recognized 
ability  of  its  officials,  the  bank  has  gained  a place 
among  the  solid  financial  institutions  of  the  city 
and  state. 

— ; — j •>£<♦ c — f— — 

UDGE  SAMUEL  CHASE,  one  of  the  fifty- 
six  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, was  born  in  Wicomico  (then  Somer- 
set) County,  Md.,  April  17,  1741.  He  was  the 
son  of  Rev.  Thomas  Chase,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  and  settled  on  the  Eastern 
Shore,  being  for  some  time  pastor  of  Stepney 
parish,  which  at  that  day  embraced  Somerset 
County.  The  lady  whom  he  married  resided  on 
a farm  on  the  south  side  of  Wicomico  River,  two 
miles  above  Green  Hill,  where  still  stands  the 
parish  church,  built  in  1733. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  judge’s  mother, 
wdiich  occurred  in  1743,  the  father  removed  to 
Baltimore,  then  a small  village,  destitute  of  good 
schools.  He  became  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  parish 
in  Baltimore,  and  also  devoted  considerable  time 
to  the  education  of  his  son,  whom  he  guided 
through  the  classics  and  sciences,  making  of  him 
an  accomplished  scholar.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
the  youth  entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  which 
he  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  John  Ham- 
mond and  John  Hall  of  Annapolis.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
county  and  state  courts.  Locating  in  Annapolis, 
he  soon  gained  a reputation  as  a logical  lawyer  and 
able  advocate.  Patriotism  was  one  of  his  princi- 
pal characteristics.  He  loved  his  country  most 
dearly.  I11  action  he  was  fearless,  when  once 
convinced  that  the  course  upon  which  he  entered 
was  right. 

As  a member  of  the  continental  congress,  as  a 
foreign  minister,  as  a circuit  and  supreme  judge, 
the  career  of  Judge  Chase  are  alike  worthy  and 
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successful.  He  was  one  cf  those  who  believed  in 
our  country’s  independence,  and  his  signature  to 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  witnesses  his 
fearless  mind  and  stanch  convictions.  He  is 
remembered  in  the  annals  of  the  nation  as  one  of 
her  bravest  statesmen  and  most  ardent  patriots, 
and  Wicomico  and  Somerset  Counties  have  just 
reason  to  be  proud  of  being  the  native  home  of 
such  a man. 


AMES  N.  CUMMINGS,  of  Tilghman’s 
Island,  Bay  Hundred  district,  Talbot  County, 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  young  men  in 
this  locality.  He  has  owned  several  sailing- 
vessels  at  different  times,  and  has  engaged  in 
shipping  grain  and  oysters  to  Baltimore.  He 
also  went  into  partnership  with  W.  F.  May  a few 
years  ago,  buying  and  operating  oyster  dredges, 
and  they  have  become  the  largest  oyster  dealers 
of  this  place.  Moreover,  they  do  an  extensive 
business  in  seed,  or  plant  oysters,  for  which  there 
is  a constant  and  increasing  demand. 

Nicholas,  father  of  James  N,  Cummings,  was 
a native  of  Talbot  County,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  within  its  boundaries.  In  early  manhood  he 
came  to  Tilghman’s  Island  and  purchased  a 
farm.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six  years,  he  followed  agriculture  and  the 
oyster  business  in  connection,  and  was  quite  suc- 
cessful from  a financial  point  of  view.  He  was 
a very  popular  man  in  the  neighborhood  and  his 
genial,  cheerful  manner  led  the  people  among 
whom  he  passed  his  life  to  familiarly  and  affection- 
ately dub  him  “Uncle  Nick.”  He  was  very  active 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  called 
upon  to  serve  as  a class-leader  and  exhorter  fre- 
quently. In  political  affairs  he  was  a Republican. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Anne 
Sherwood,  was  from  this  locality,  and  was  also  a 
great  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  She  died 
when  about  fifty-six  years  of  age,  leaving  three 
children:  Caroline,  now  the  widow  of  Robert 

Runnell;  James  N.  and  Charles  A. 

The  birth  of  J.  N.  Cummings  occurred  on  this 


island  August  19,  1853,  and  he  remained  with 
his  mother  until  she  was  claimed  by  death.  At 
that  time  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  old  and 
he  soon  afterwards  shipped  as  a sailor  on  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  His  next  venture  was  to  invest  what 
funds  he  had  on  hand  in  a small  sailing-vessel, 
which  carried  cargoes  of  grain  and  oysters.  Little 
by  little  his  trade  increased,  and  success  came  to 
reward  his  efforts.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  Repub- 
lican, and  in  1897  was  the  candidate  for  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  the  .county.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  in  a fraternal 
way,  and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a steward  in  the 
congregation. 

It  was  in  1879  that  Mr.  Cummings  married 
Miss  Lillian  Cooper,  who  was  born  and  reared  to 
womanhood  upon  this  island.  She  is  a cultured, 
amiable  lady,  fond  of  fentertaining  her  many 
friends  of  this  region  and  possesses  many  lovable 
qualities.  She  is  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Cooper. 


ICHARD  T.  TURNER,  Jr.  To  secure  the 
most  satisfactory  results  industry  must  be 
combined  with  good  judgment,  energy  with 
discretion.  Fortified  with  these  characteristics  a 
man  may  hope  to  succeed  in  life,  without  them 
little  can  be  expected.  Doubtless  it  is  through 
the  exercise  of  these  qualities  that  Mr.  Turner  has 
been  enabled  to  obtain  a fair  degree  of  success  in  his 
labors  as  merchant  and  farmer.  When  he  was  a 
young  man  he  took  charge  of  his  father’s  store  in 
Betterton,  Kent  County,  and  here  he  has  since 
continued  in  business,  having  meantime  increased 
his  stock  of  goods,  adding  fertilizers  and  other 
desirable  articles.  In  addition  to  conducting  the 
store,  he  superintends  the  management  of  his  two 
farms. 

The  Turner  family  is  of  English  extraction  and 
has  been  represented  in  this  country  for  many 
generations.  Richard  T.  Turner,  Sr.,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a son  of  Joseph,  and  grandson  of 
Joseph  Turner,  Sr.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  in  1819  and  remained  there  until  thirty- 
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two  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Betterton, 
which  he  founded,  giving  it  the  family  name  of 
his  wife.  Here  he  continued  in  the  grain,  lum- 
ber and  coal  business,  and  in  the  management  of 
his  farms.  Prior  to  his  removal  here  he  had  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  in  Baltimore.  In 
politics  a Republican,  he  was  the  leader  of  his 
party  in  Betterton  from  i860  to  1870.  He  died 
in  this  place  in  1892,  at  seventy-three  years  of 
age.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Betterton,  of  Baltimore, 
resides  with  her  son,  our  subject.  She  has  five 
children,  namely:  Rachel  B. ; Richard  T.;  Joseph, 
of  New  York;  Anna,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Chandler, 
of  Baltimore;  and  William  B.,  of  Fort  Worth, 
Tex. 

While  his  parents  lived  in  Baltimore  our  sub- 
ject was  born  there  in  1845.  He  was  six  when 
the  family  came  to  Betterton  and  here  he  has 
since  resided.  When  a boy  he  was  a pupil  in  the 
public  schools  and  also  attended  a boarding  school 
in  Pennsylvania,  receiving  a practical  education 
that  fitted  him  for  the  management  of  important 
business  interests.  By  his  marriage  to  Martha 
E.  Birch,  of  Kent  County,  he  has  six  children, 
who  with  himself  and  wife  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  In  his  dealings  with 
others  he  is  characterized  by  honesty  and  ver- 
acity, while  in  the  conduct  of  his  store  he  is  ener- 
getic, progressive  and  discriminating,  desirous  of 
keeping  in  stock  a complete  line  of  such  things 
as  will  meet  the  necessities  and  desires  of  the 
people.  He  justly  ranks  among  the  capable  busi- 
ness men  of  this  district. 


(e)AMUEL  FRANKLIN  SMITH.  The  suc- 
cess  of  an  enterprise  depends  largely  upon 
vV/  the  energy  and  wisdom  of  its  founder.  In 
proportion  as  he  is  capable  and  determined  will 
prosperity  reward  his  efforts.  The  best  business 
man  is  he  who  recognizes  no  such  word  as  “fail,” 
he  whose  dictionary  contains  no  such  word  as 
“can’t.”  The  business  career  of  Mr.  Smith  has 
been  a long  and  active  one,  covering  the  period 
from  his  early  youth  to  the  present  time.  It  has 


also  been  a prosperous  one,  for  he  has  become 
well-to-do  as  the  result  of  his  constant  efforts,  and 
his  possessions,  both  in  realty  and  other  invest- 
ments, are  quite  valuable.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  proprietor  of  a mercantile  establishment 
in  Chestertown  and  is  one  of  the  most  efficient 
merchants  of  the  place. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a member 
was  founded  in  America  by  his  grandfather, 
Nathan  Smith,  a native  of  England,  but  an  early 
emigrant  to  Maryland",  where  he  carried  on  farm 
pursuits.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served  in 
the  American  army  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Caulksfield  as  well  as  minor  engagements.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  was  born 
in  Kent  County  in  1805,  and  throughout  the 
larger  part  of  his  life  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  but  in  old  age  he  retired  to  a small 
farm,  where  he  quietly  passed  his  remaining 
years.  During  his  residence  in  Chestertown  he 
officiated  as  a trustee  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  January  20,  1870,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1845, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Sappingtcn 
and  was  born  in  Kent  County,  where  her  father, 
Samuel  Sappington,  then  resided,  but  he  later  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia  and  engaged  in  business 
in  that  city.  In  her  family  there  were  fourteen 
children,  but  Samuel  Franklin  was  the  only  one 
of  this  large  number  who  attained  years  of  ma- 
turity. After  her  death  her  husband  married 
Anna  Maria  Bell,  by  whom  he  had  four  children, 
three  now  living,  namely:  William  A.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  fertilizer  business  in  Chestertown; 
Emma;  and  Lottie,  wife  of  Henry  Greenwood. 

The  birth  of  Samuel  F.  Smith  occurred  in  Ches- 
tertowm,  October  3,  1835,  and  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed  in  this  place.  The  public  schools 
afforded  him  a practical  education.  In  youth  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  he  was  fort}7  years  of  age,  meantime  erecting 
many  of  the  substantial  buildings  that  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  town.  Since  1870  he  has  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1890  he  built  the 
store  room  which  he  has  since  occupied.  Among 
the  offices  which  he  has  held  are  those,  of  town 
and  school  commissioner.  He  is  interested  in  the 
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work  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
has  long  been  one  of  its  trustees.  While  he  has 
been  too  busy  to  identify  himself  with  public  af- 
fairs, he  nevertheless  keeps  posted  concerning  all 
political  questions,  and  votes  the  Republican 
ticket  in  local  and  national  elections. 

December  3,  1857,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mary 
Elizabeth  Chambers,  a native  of  Kent  County. 
Fourteen  children  were  born  of  their  union,  of 
whom  three  sons  and  three  daughters  are  now 
living.  They  are  named  as  follows:  Charles 
Sappington  Smith,  a leading  merchant  of  Clies- 
tertown;  Owen  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  drug- 
business  in  Baltimore;  Frank  W.,  a student  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Balti- 
more; Hallie  Chambers,  wife  of  Amos  Kelly, 
member  of  the  police  force  of  Chestertown;  Katie 
Dodd  and  Fannie  Giles. 


(JOHN  H.  PHILLIPS,  senior  member  of  the 

I firm  of  John  H.  Phillips  & Co.,  well-known 
(*/  oyster  packers  of  Cambridge,  Md.,  is  a man 
whose  sound  common  sense  and  vigorous,  able 
management  of  his  affairs  have  been  important 
factors  in  his  success,  and  with  his  undoubted 
integrity  of  character  have  given  him  an  honor- 
able position  among  his  fellow-men.  He  and 
James  Wallace  were  the  first  oyster  packers  in 
Cambridge,  and  although  he  has  been  interested  in 
other  business  enterprises,  his  time  and  attention 
have  principally  been  devoted  to  that  industry. 

On  Hoopers  Island,  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
Mr.  Phillips  was  born  October  8,  1846,  a son  of 
George  W.  Phillips,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
Republicans  in  this  section  of  the  state  during 
the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  war.  Our  subject 
completed  his  literary  education  in  the  West 
River  Institute,  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md., 
where  he  graduated  in  1865,  after  which  he  be- 
came one  of  the  first  public  school  teachers  in 
Dorchester  County,  successfully  following  that 
profession  for  a year  and  a-half. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Phillips 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  P.  Meekins, 


who  died  in  1885,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Alice  D.,  now  the  wife  of  L-  K.  Hackett,  a farmer 
of  Dorchester  County;  William  T. , who  married 
Lizzie  Mobry,  and  died  in  1893,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren; Carrie  O.,  wife  of  Milton  Richardson,  of 
Cambridge,  by  whom  she  has  two  children;  Vic- 
toria, who  married  Fred  Schoenewolf,  a merchant 
of  Baltimore,  and  has  one  child;  John  Jay,  an 
oyster  packer  of  Cambridge,  who  married  Ida 
Myers;  and  Henry  H.  and  Edna,  both  at  home. 
In  1890  Mr.  Phillips  was  again  married,  this 
union  being  with  Mrs.  M.  Jennie  Howard. 

Coming  to  Cambridge  in  1877,  Mr.  Phillips 
embarked  in  merchandising  as  a groceryman  in 
August  of  that  year,  and  in  connection  with  that 
trade  he  started  the  oyster  business  two  years 
.later,  purchasing  a vessel  for  that  purpose. 
Subsequently  he  sold  his  store  and  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  until  1889,  and  since  disposing 
of  that  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
the  oyster  trade,  packing  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  gallons  per  year.  He  is  now 
meeting  with  a well-deserved  success,  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  straightforward  and 
honorable  business  men  of  Dorchester  County. 

In  early  life  he  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  on  that  ticket  was  the  candidate  for  sheriff  of 
his  county  in  1887,  but  was  defeated,  as  the  party 
was  greatly  in  the  minority.  He  is  now  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  is  a strong 
advocate  and  follower  of  its  principles,  while  re- 
ligiously he  and  his  wife  are  both  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Cambridge. 


_ j 1 — ~c— :- 


(TAMES  SANGSTON  SHEPHERD,  chief 
I deputy  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  Dor- 
G/  Chester  County,  is  a much-respected  citizen 
of  Cambridge,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of 
a good  old  family  in  this  portion  of  Maryland. 
He  was  honored  by  being  appointed  to  this  re- 
sponsible position  in  1892,  and  still  occupies  the 
office  to  the  gratification  of  everyone  interested. 
He  is  just  the  man  for  the  place,  as  he  is  so 
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thoroughly  systematic,  painstaking  and  reliable 
in  the  performance  of  all  duties  devolving  upon 
him.  He  designed  the  present  system,  an  ad- 
mirable and  practical  one,  for  the  filing  of  docu- 
ments. Shelves  and  cases  are  constructed  of 
steel,  and  are  conveniently  classified,  so  that  but 
a fraction  of  the  time  formerly  required  to  in- 
vestigate titles  and  other  documents,  is  now 
necessary.  His  plan  thus  specified  was  adopted 
by  the  county  commissioners,  who  reported  favor- 
ably upon  the  ingenious  scheme. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman  was 
Caleb  Shepherd,  who  was  born  November  19, 
1812,  and  died  in  1878,  and  the  mother,  Pris- 
cilla Elizabeth  (Pattison)  Shepherd,  born  Au- 
gust 2,  1826,  died  in  1880.  The  father  was  an 
agriculturist  in  early  life,  but  retired  wealthy 
about  1859,  thenceforth  making  his  home  in 
Cambridge.  He  was  quite  an  inventor  and  con- 
structed the  first  threshing  machine  ever  used  in 
Dorchester  County.  To  himself  and  wife  were 
born  the  following  children:  James  Hooper,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Nancy  Pattison,  wife  of  George 
Bryan,  of  Alexandria,  Va.;  Frank  Lockwood,  of 
Baltimore,  whose  wife  was  formerly  C.  Wilsie 
Byrn;  Elizabeth  Hooper,  wife  of  Edgar  Bayly, 
of  Cambridge;  James  Sangston;  Robinson  Cator, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Nellie,  who  also  died  in  in- 
fancy; Dr.  J.  Hooper  Pattison  (now  deceased), 
who  married  Helen  Robinson,  of  Baltimore  (she 
also  since  deceased);  Mary  Caroline,  deceased, 
and  Henry  Pattison,  a resident  of  Cambridge. 

James  S.  Shepherd  was  born  March  28,  1858, 
and  was  only  a year  or  so  old  when  his  parents 
settled  permanently  in  this  town,  coming  here 
from  the  old  homestead,  about  three  miles  dis- 
tant. The  lad  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  St.  John’s  College,  at  Annapolis,  Md. 
Having  studied  law  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  this  county  in  1879  and  to  the  court  of  appeals 
a year  later.  For  a few  years  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Cambridge,  and  then  was  given 
a fine  position  in  the  land  office  at  Annapolis,  un- 
der ex-Governor  Henry  Lloyd.  Subsequently  he 
became  agent  for  the  Maryland  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, with  his  office  and  headquarters  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  held  this  post  until  he  was  appointed 


to  his  present  position.  He  searched  the  records 
and  made  out  a complete  and  authentic  list  of  the 
judges  of  the  first  judicial  circuit  from  1791  to 
the  present  time,  a work  of  much  interest  to  the 
descendants  of  the  honorable  judges  in  question, 
and  work  requiring  great  energy  and  research. 
The  aforesaid  list  has  been  printed  in  the  local 
newspapers,  but  perhaps  does  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  volume.  He  is  a portrait  artist  of 
no  small  ability,  and  has  contributed  pictures  of 
several  of  the  past  judges  of  this  district  to  our 
court  house.  The  work  is  crayon,  and  is  very 
creditably  done,  and  our  citizens  greatly  ap- 
preciate the  kindness  that  prompted  the  donors 
to  produce  these  portraits,  and  then  adorn  the 
walls  of  our  temple  of  justice  with  them.  He 
renders  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
is  deeply  interested  in  its  success.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  Heptasoplis  and  is  Master 
Mason. 

October  19,  1881,  Mr.  Shepherd  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ellen,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  H.  and 
Margaret  (Ballard)  Robertson,  of  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, Md.  Mrs.  Shepherd  was  born  in  that  county. 
Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shepherd,  viz.:  James  Lockwood,  born  Decem- 
ber 1,  1882;  Helen,  October  15,  1884,  and  Mar- 
garet Robertson,  August  28,  1893. 

These  children  are  of  the  ninth  generation  re- 
moved from  their  ancestor,  Anthony  Le  Compte, 
who  was  the  founder  of  the  celebrated  family  of 
the  name  in  Maryland.  A quaintly  worded  old 
manuscript,  written  in  the  year  1819,  by  two  blind 
brothers,  Thomas  and  Daniel  Le  Compte,  is  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  the  descendants,  and  a 
copy  of  the  document  is  kept  by  Mr.  Shepherd. 
A few  extracts  from  it  will  doubtless  be  of  inter- 
est to  many  of  the  numerous  descendants,  who 
have  intermarried  with  the  best  families  of  the 
state  and  elsewhere: 

“Anthony  Le  Compte,  a native  of  the  province 
of  Picorde,  in  France,  on  the  account  of  his  being  a 
Protestant  and  was  turned  out  and  his  estate  con- 
fiscated to  the  Roman  clergy,  which  was  a cus- 
tom at  that  time;  he  then  fled  into  England,  and 
there  took  up  arms  against  the  King  of  France, 
being  war  at  that  time  between  the  two  nations — 
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so  joined  the  British  Army  and  fought  eleven 
years  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  when  the 
wars  were  over  his  fame  was  so  great,  and  for 
his  valour  had  him  Knighted  and  the  title  of 
Monsieur  given  to  him,  and  a coat  of  arms  also, 
which,  as  we  have  heard  from  our  ancestors  is 
now  in  the  tower  of  London,  and  in  the  same  city 
came  across  a French  lady  of  the  name  of  Esther 
Doatlan  and  married  her  there.  She  also  was 
a French  Protestantess  and  born  in  the  province 
of  Normande  and  turned  out  on  account  of  her 
religion.  He  then  took  shipping  and  came  into 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  settled  on  the  Potomack 
River  in  St.  Mary’s  County;  and  after  hear- 
ing of  the  great  Choptank  River  being  a settling, 
he  and  one  Flora  came  in  a boat  together  and 
viewed  the  shores  up  to  where  we  now  live;  he 
then  took  up  his  lands  upon  the  bay  which  was 
afterwards  called  Le  Compte’s  Bay,  the  tract  was 
called  the  land  of  St.  Anthony;  and  Horn  took 
up  the  land  of  Horn  or  Horn’s  Point  that  belongs 
to  Charles  Goldsborough,  the  two  tracts  close  to- 
gether. He  then  moved  his  family  from  the 
Potomack  and  settled  upon  the  northern  side  of 
a creek  that  was  afterwards  called  Le  Compte’s 
creek,  and  there  being  so  few  whites  and  they 
so  distant  apart  that  he  was  obliged  to  fort  him- 
self in  or  be  cut  off  by  the  natives,  which,  how- 
ever, he  averted  by  bringing  white  servants  with 
small  arms,  ammunition  and  some  cannon,  and 
when  surrounded  by  the  savages  would  often 
disperse  them  by  firing  guns  of  most  every  size 
and  killed  some  at  different  times,  which  was  the 
sole  cause  of  his  preservation,  no  doubt.” 

After  giving  a detailed  and  lengthy  record  of 
the  posterity  of  the  said  Anthony  and  Esther  Le 
Compte,  the  manuscript  continues  thus:  ‘‘We 
will  now  conclude  by  observing  that  Monsieur 
Le  Compte,  though  he  was  turned  out  of  France 
because  of  his  religion  and  then  braved  the  wars 
of  France  and  England,  and  in  London  found  his 
lady  and  came  and  settled  in  America;  still  after 
this  there  hath  arisen  the  most  numerous  family 
here  than  every  man  perhaps  that  came  crossed 
the  ocean;  which  naturally  implies  that  he  was  in 
favour  both  with  God  and  man ; as  some  other  fam- 
ilies are  extinct  and  gone  and  not  one  to  keep  up 


the  name,  while  there  is  hundreds  of  people  that 
don’t  bear  the  name  of  Le  Compte  that  is  as  near 
in  blood  as  some  that  bears  the  name;  and  we  that 
have  heard  and  kept  this  intelligence  are  blind 
men  too.  Now  Moses  the  first  from  Monsieur, 
was  the  first  that  lost  his  sight,  and  he  had 
eleven  children,  nine  of  which  lost  their  sight, 
which  was  a great  part;  but  since  by  the  blind 
men  and  women  marrying  into  other  families  the 
proportion  is  much  less,  as  from  more  than  two 
thirds  to  less  than  one  third;  and  as  their  gifts 
and  talents  are  more  and  greater  than  those  that 
could  see,  both  in  men  and  women;  that  women 
of  other  families  are  commonly  more  attached  to 
them  that  could  see;  also  men  of  other  families 
were  much  attached  to  the  women  that  lost  their 
sight;  in  or  by  so  many  women  that  lost  their 
sight  marrying  with  other  families,  is  the  cause 
of  so  many  blind  people  being  in  their  families. 
Since  Moses  the  first  that  lost  his  sight,  there 
hath  been  two  and  forty,  and  now  in  year 
1819,  there  is  nineteen  living  in  Dorchester  and 
Talbot  of  different  families  and  names.  Now 
some  foolish  people  hath  thought  this  misfortune 
that  befel  us  on  the  account  of  the  wickedness  of 
their  ancestors,  but  how  different  it  is  from  the 
truth,  reason  and  scripture.  For  our  Lord  said, 
‘many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  but 
out  of  them  he  will  deliver  them  all,  ’ for  ‘whom 
he  lovetli  he  chasteneth  and  scourgeth  every  son 
that  he  receiveth.’  Read  the  ninth  chapter  of 
John’s  Gospel.” 

In  tracing  the  lineage  of  James  S.  Shepherd, 
we  cull  the  following  from  this  old  record:  ‘‘I 

now  come  to  the  second  son  of  Monsieur  Le 
Compte,  which  is  Moses.  Moses,  when  about 
eighteen  or  nineteen  began  to  lose  his  sight  and 
was  gone  at  about  two  or  three  and  twenty,  the 
first  that  lost  his  sight,  after  which  he  married  a 
lady  by  the  name  of  Skinner  (Elizabeth),  the 
daughter  of  old  Skinner  from  England,  that  took 
up  the  land  that  now  owned  by  Joseph  By  us. 
She  by  him  had  eleven  children.”  (And  as 
named,  nine  of  the  eleven  were  blind.)  The 
second  son,  Moses,  was  blind,  but  he  married 
‘‘the  widow”  Lavina  Driver,  and  their  son, 
Moses  the  third  chose  for  a wife  Elizabeth  Pat- 
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tison.  Of  their  children  one  was  Moses  (the 
fourth)  and  another,  Nancy.  Moses  married 
Elizabeth  Woodward  and  their  daughter  Nancy 
was  born  in  1759  and  became  the  wife  of  Jeremiah 
Pattison.  Their  son,  James  Pattison,  married 
Elizabeth  Le  Coinpte.  Their  son,  Jeremiah  Le 
Compte,  married  Ann  Le  Compte  Hooper,  and 
one  of  their  children,  Priscilla  Elizabeth  Pattison, 
was  our  subject’s  mother. 


HON.  JOHN  E.  TAYLOR,  of  the  tenth  dis- 
trict of  Wicomico  County,  is  very  prominent 
in  political  circles  and  has  just  been  elected 
to  the  legislature  of  Maryland.  From  1881  to 
1883  he  served  very  satisfactorily  as  commissioner 
of  the  county  and  in  1895  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  assessor.  Frequently  has  he  been  called  upon 
to  attend  the  local  and  state  conventions  of  the 
Democracy,  with  which  party  he  is  affiliated,  and 
his  influence  is  recognized  and  desired.  In  the 
order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  he  stands  high, 
having  been  through  all  the  chairs  of  Riverton 
Lodge  No.  65,  and  having  been  a representative 
to  the  grand  lodge  of  Maryland. 

J.  E.  Taylor  was  born  near  the  spot  where  his 
home  now  stands,  in  the  tenth  district,  November 
15,  1849.  His  father,  John  B.  Taylor,  and  his 
grandfather,  whose  Christian  name  was  Ebenezer, 
were  also  born  upon  this  same  farm,  the  patent 
to  which  tract  of  land  was  given  by  one  of  the 
Lords  Baltimore  to  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  The  document  which  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  J.  E.  Taylor  bears  the  date  of  April  18, 
1760.  John  B.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1883, 
was  a prosperous  and  enterprising  business  man. 
He  was  a merchant,  and  owned  large  estates  and 
interests  in  sailing-vessels  that  plied  the  bay. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  Mary  Walker, 
having  died  in  1856.  Of  their  five  children  three 
are  deceased,  and  only  J.  E.,  of  this  sketch,  and 
his  sister  Soplironia  remain.  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wilson,  of 
Dorchester  County,  and  two  children  were  born 


to  them:  Rebecca,  wife  of  Dison  Bradley,  of  Dor- 
chester County,  and  Fannie,  wife  of  Frank 
Wright,  also  of  that  county. 

In  order  to  be  fully  equipped  for  the  business 
of  life,  J.  E.  Taylor  attended  a commercial  col- 
lege in  Baltimore  upon  completing  his  public 
school  education  here.  At  twenty-two  he  went 
into  partnership  with  his  father  in  his  store  across 
the  river  in  Dorchester  County,  the  firm  being 
known  as  J.  B.  & J.  E.  Taylor.  There  young 
Taylor  was  engaged  in  merchandising  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  becoming  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  business.  Since 
1887  he  has  been  engaged  in  milling,  operating 
his  farms  and  running  a large  cannery  here  in 
the  tenth  district.  He  owns  about  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  here,  and  some  seven  hundred  acres 
across  the  river,  in  Dorchester  County.  Through 
his  own  efforts  and  wisely  directed  energy  he 
became  well-to-do  while  yet  in  his  early  prime. 

Following  his  early  training  in  religious  mat- 
ters, Mr.  Taylor  is  identified  as  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  was  married, 
September  25,  1881,  to  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of 
Jacob  De  Frain,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Alice  and  Fred. 


OHN  RILEY  ROBINSON  was  for  years  a 
successful  business  man,  and,  though  he  once 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  entire  fortune,  his 
ability,  intelligence,  acute  management  and 
energy  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a second  fort- 
une larger  than  the  first.  Various  industries  re- 
ceived his  attention.  His  was  a many-sided 
nature,  and  his  versatile  ability  enabled  him  to 
carry  forward  to  a successful  consummation 
projects  widely  different  in  plan  and  purpose. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  resided  at  his 
country  home,  Landoff,  in  the  first  district  of 
Talbot  County,  and  here  his  death  occurred. 
This  place  he  purchased  in  1870  from  the  Golds- 
borough  estate. 

I11  Middletown,  Conn.,  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch  was  born  July  13,  1810.  In  early  life  he 
became  interested  in  the  banking  business,  of 
which  he  gained  a thorough  knowledge,  and  for 
some  years  he  was  a successful  banker  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  In  addition  to  the  management  of 
his  bank,  he  had  large  and  important  railroad 
interests,  and  assisted  in  the  construction  of  many 
lines  of  roads  that  are  still  in  operation.  At  the 
age  of  fifty,  in  i860,  he  suffered  financial  reverses. 
Fortunately,  however,  he  succeeded  in  interesting 
some  moneyed  men  of  New  York  in  his  mining 
enterprises,  and  was  furnished  the  capital  for  the 
development  of  mines  in  Mexico,  through  which 
he  made  a large  fortune.  In  1876  he  sold  these 
mines  to  “Boss”  Sheppard,  late  of  Washington, 
and  about  the  same  time  he  purchased  Landoff. 

When  young,  Mr.  Robinson  married  Jane  Wil- 
kinson, of  Pittsburg,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  In  1885 
he  married  Catherine  J.  Taylor,  of  New  York. 
He  was  connected  with  some  of  the  old  families 
of  the  country,  the  most  noted  of  these  being  the 
Washington  family,  as,  on  his  mother's  side,  he 
was  a fourth  cousin  to  George  Washington.  He 
died  at  his  home  in  Talbot  County,  May  9,  1890. 
Since  his  demise  his  widow  purchased  the  fine 
place  known  as  Arrowstone. 


QAMUEL  H.  WRIGHTSON,  who  is  now 
living  a retired  life,  after  years  of  most  in- 
\~J  dustrious,  honest  toil  which  had  its  re- 
ward in  the  fact  that  he  became  well-off  in  this 
world’s  goods,  and  highly  esteemed  by  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  neighbors,  has  dwelt  in  St. 
Michael’s  district,  Talbot  County,  during  his 
whole  life.  The  same  thing  was  true  of  his 
father  before  him,  Thomas  Wrightson,  who  was, 
however,  a shipbuilder  by  occupation,  and  whose 
death  took  place  when  he  was  yet  in  the  prime  of 
usefulness,  about  forty-seven  years  old.  He  was 
a hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  and  was  a man  of  true  pa- 
triotism, whether  in  time  of  peace  or  war. 

The  mother  of  Samuel  Wrightson  was  a Miss 


Eliza  Harrison  in  her  maidenhood.  She  came 
from  an  old  and  respected  family  of  this  county, 
and  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  Harrison.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  fourty-four  years,  leaving  but 
the  one  child.  This  was  Samuel,  who  had  been 
born  September  25,  1826,  and  was  a mere  infant 
when  his  father  died.  He  grew  up  under  the 
tender  care  and  love  of  his  mother,  who  nobly 
strove  to  fill  both  a mother’s  and  father’s  place 
toward  her  only  son.  She  sent  him  to  the  best 
schools  and  academies  to  be  found  in  the  vicin- 
ity and  trained  him  in  right  and  graild  principles 
and  ideals.  She  was  removed  from  him  by  death 
when  he  was  still  in  his  teens,  and  for  the  suc- 
ceeding two  years  he  resided  with  an  uncle,  help- 
ing him  in  farm  work.  Then  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty he  had  inherited  and  invested  the  proceeds 
in  another  farm,  which  he  preferred  for  several 
reasons,  and  here  he  continued  to  live,  engaged 
in  agriculture,  until  1889.  He  sold  out  that  year 
and  has  sinceresided  in  the  family  of  his  son  and 
daughter.  He  still  owns  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-four acres  of  land,  part  of  this  being  a valu- 
able tract  on  Broad  Creek  Neck.  A few  years 
ago  he  met  with  a great  affliction  in  the  loss  of 
his  eyesight,  being  nearly  blind  now.  He  has 
long  been  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  finds  great  consolation  in  religion, 
and  in  the  fact  that  his  children  are  devoted  to 
him. 

In  1848  S.  H.  Wrightson  and  Hester  Bartlett 
were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  a native  of 
this  county,  and  died  when  in  her  thirty-second 
year.  She  was  one  of  those  sweet  spirits  whom 
to  know  is  to  love,  and  having  enjoyed  her  sym- 
pathetic companionship  even  though  for  but  a 
few  years  her  husband  never  sought  to  install 
another  in  her  place,  knowing  that  it  could  never 
be  filled  to  him.  She  left  two  children  to  mourn 
her  loss,  a son  and  daughter,  Jonathan  J.  and 
Rose  G.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  John  R.  Daw- 
son, of  Middletown,  Del. 

Jonathan  J.  Wrightson  was  born  in  1857  and 
was  reared  to  the  life  of  a farmer.  He  is  a prac- 
tical business  man  and  is  prosperous  and  enter- 
prising. His  farm  is  kept  up  in  thrifty  fashion, 
and  shows  that  the  constant  attention  of  the 


740 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


owner  is  brought  to  bear  upon  everything  need- 
ing his  supervision  and  watchfulness.  He  chose 
for  his  wife  Sarah  A.  McQuay,  of  Talbot  County, 
and  by  their  marriage  four  children  have  been 
born,  viz.:  Albert,  William,  Laura  B.  and  Jona- 
than, Jr.  Like  his  father,  J.  J.  Wrightson  fav- 
ors the  Democratic  party  platform,  and  like  him, 
also,  has  never  had  any  desire  for  official  distinc- 
tion. He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church  and 
is  at  present  a steward  in  the  congregation. 


OSEPH  A.  ROSS,  M.  D.,  is  an  able  and 
talented  young  practitioner  of  Trappe  vil- 
lage, Talbot  County,  and  has  a most  promis- 
ing future  before  him.  He  has  always  been  a 
great  student  and  in  school  and  college  stood  at 
the  head  of  his  classes,  as  a general  thing.  The 
habit  of  study  and  observation  which  he  then 
formed  has  since  become  a habit  of  his  mind, 
and  in  ever}-  new  development  or  discovery  con- 
nected with  his  profession  he  is  fully  up  to  the 
times.  To  his  chosen  field  of  labor  he  brings 
genuine  enthusiasm  and  liking  for  the  work, 
and  these  are  frequently  essentials  of  success 
in  any  calling. 

Dr.  Ross  and  his  sister  Lulu  are  the  only 
children  of  A.  P.  and  Laura  A.  (Woodland) 
Ross,  natives  of  Talbot  and  Baltimore  Counties, 
respectively.  The  doctor  was  born  April  28, 
1875,  in  Williamsport,  Pa. , and  lived  there  dur- 
ing the  first  eight  years  of  his  boyhood.  Then, 
with  his  parents  he  removed  to  Trappe  district 
and  for  a year  or  more  he  resided  in  the  village, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  settling  on  a farm  a 
short  distance  away.  Here  the  youth  grew  to 
maturity,  in  the  meantime  receiving  excellent 
advantages  from  an  educational  point  of  view. 
He  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
French,  Latin  and  English  languages, and  mani- 
fested unusual  talent  in  various  lines  of  study. 
He  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine,  reading  for  eight  months 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Greenley,  of 
Trappe  village.  Thus  prepared  for  more  arduous 


work,  he  entered  the  University  of  Maryland, 
and  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’96.  He  was  a 
member  of  a class  of  ninety-four  students,  only 
sixy-four  of  whom  passed  the  rigorous  examina- 
tions to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  it  was  his 
distinguished  honor  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the 
class.  He  returned  to  this  place  and  opened  an 
office.  He  gives  has  whole  time  and  attention  to 
his  profession,  and  is  already  winning  good 
patronage.  His  practical  training  in  hospital 
work  was  of  great  benefit  to  him,  and  gave  him 
the  initial  experience  which  every  young  practi- 
tioner requires.  He  was  secretary  of  his  class  in 
college  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  all  of  his 
associates,  teachers  and  scholars  alike.  He  is 
now  serving  as  vaccine  surgeon  for  Trappe  dis- 
trict. Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  Red 
Men  and  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

RTHUR  JEDSON,  proprietor  of  a sawmill 
in  the  seventh  district  of  Kent  County,  was 
born  near  Belfast,  Me.,  July  3,  1832,  and 
remained  in  his  parents’  home  until  about  ten 
years  of  age,  when  he  shipped  aboard  a coasting 
vessel  that  sailed  near  the  shore  line  of  the  At- 
lantic. His  first  service  was  as  cook.  For  about 
twenty-two  years  he  followed  the  water  and  after 
ten  years  was  made  master  of  a coaster  and  con- 
tinued in  command  of  different  vessels  through 
the  succeeding  twelve  years.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  in  the  government  employ  on  a vessel 
used  in  carrying  stores  into  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  witnessed  the 
capture  of  Port  Royal,  Md.,  when  thus  engaged. 

In  1865,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Jedson 
came  to  this  state  and  engaged  in  the  construc- 
tion of  Reese’s  first  wharf  at  what  is  now  Tol- 
chester  Beach,  Kent  County.  He  afterwards 
built  the  Quaker  Neck  wharf  in  this  county  and 
in  1868  opened  a small  country  store,  where  he 
now  lives.  He  purchased  here  a small  farm  and 
has  since  made  his  home  thereon.  For  seven 
years  he  conducted  his  mercantile  establishment, 
enjoying  a good  trade,  and  then  sold  out  in  order 
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to  engage  in  the  sawmill  business.  He  built  a 
mill  upon  his  farm,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
and  from  the  public  he  receives  a liberal  patron- 
age, of  which  he  is  justly  deserving.  In  his 
business  methods  he  is  systematic,  methodical 
and  honorable,  and  commands  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  dealings. 

Mr.  Jedson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lydia  Coombs,  of  Baltimore,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Arminie,  wife  of  G.  M.  Hadaway,  a mer- 
chant in  the  seventh  district,  Kent  County.  Mr. 
Jedson  is  a Republican  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  success  of  his  party,  but  has  neither  time 
nor  inclination  to  seek  public  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  business  interests,  in 
which  he  is  meeting  with  good  success. 


NON.  GEORGE  W.  BISHOP,  M.  D.  Promi- 
nent among  the  citizens  of  Snow  Hill,  Wor- 
cester County,  has  long  been  numbered  the 
worthy  and  respected  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch.  He  needs  no  introduction  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  portion  of  the  Eastern  Shore, 
for  his  public  services  are  well  known  here  and  for 
years  he  has  been  looked  up  to  and  consulted  in 
political  and  social  circles.  He  comes  from  one 
of  the  old  and  representative  families  of  this 
county,  and  is  a man  of  wide  information,  numer- 
ous acquaintances  and  general  experience. 
Though  now  past  three-score  and  ten  years  his 
bearing  is  as  erect,  his  step  as  light  and  his  mind 
and  body  as  active  as  in  his  prime,  and  in  place  ot 
youth  the  compensations  of  a well-stored  mind 
and  the  wisdom  acquired  by  travel,  study,  ex- 
perience and  observation  make  him  a charming 
friend  and  companion  to  young  and  old  alike. 

Dr.  Bishop,  who  is  at  present  the  county  treas- 
urer of  Worcester  County,  was  born  on  Seaside 
P'arm,  at  Duer’s  Neck,  in  Worcester  County 
(five  miles  from  Snow  Hill)  June  9,  1826.  His 
father,  Capt.  John  Bishop,  died  when  the  doctor 
was  an  infant.  He  had  followed  the  sea  for  sev- 
eral years.  The  mother  died  about  twelve  years 
later,  thus  leaving  George  W.  an  orphan  in  the 


care  of  George  Bishop,  his  mother’s  brother. 
His  two  elder  brothers  are  now  deceased,  and 
thus  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family.  He 
was  a student  in  the  Snow  Hill  high  school  and 
later  Jefferson  Medical  College,  whence  he  gradu- 
ated in  1848.  He  soon  located  in  Sandy  Hill, 
now  called  Stockton,  and  continued  to  dwell 
there  for  the  following  eighteen  years,  his  time 
and  attention  being  given  to  his  professional 
duties. 

During  this  period  the  doctor -married  Cora  A. 
Lindsay,  who  survived  their  marriage  but  four 
years,  her  death  occurring  in  1862.  Both  of 
their  children  have  passed  away.  In  1870  Dr. 
Bishop  married  Miss  Z.  Ellen  Rowley,  who 
departed  this  life  in  1887.  Seven  of  the  children 
born  to  them  are  living  and  are  named  in  order 
of  birth:  George,  John,  Mary,  Sallie,  William, 
Dorinda  and  Charles.  They  "are  all  at  home  with 
the  exception  of  John,  who  is  a graduate  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  is  now  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
in  Baltimore.  William  is  a student  in  Rock 
Hill  College,  Howard  County,  Md.  Mary  and 
Sallie  are  graduates  of  Winchester  Female  Semi- 
nary, and  Dorinda  is  a student  in  the  high  school 
of  Snow  Hill. 

Since  1865  Dr.  Bishop  has  not  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  has 
found  his  time  fully  occupied  in  handling  numer- 
ous trust  funds  in  this  county  which  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  look  after  and  in  discharging  the 
duties  of  the  various  public  positions  which  he 
has  been  honored  with  from  time  to  time.  In 

1863  and  1864  he  was  treasurer  of  the  county 
school  fund  and  for  two  terms,  from  1865  to  1873, 
was  register  of  wills  here.  During  1863  and 

1864  he  was  post-surgeon  at  Pocomoke  City,  Md. 
He  was  elected  register  of  wills  in  1865,  the  first  to 
serve  under  the  new  state  constitution,  and  occu- 
pied the  office  six  years  satisfactorily.  His  next 
political  position  was  that  of  state  senator,  as  he 
acted  in  that  capacity  during  the  sessions  of  1882 
and  1884.  Governor  McLane  recommended  that 
he  be  sent  as  a United  States  commissioner  to  the 
New  Orleans  Cotton  Exposition  of  i884-’85,  and 
he  was  accordingly  appointed  to  that  post  by 
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President  Arthur.  Later  Grover  Cleveland  ap- 
pointed him  to  the  office  of  United  States  sub- 
treasurer in  Baltimore,  which  responsible  trust 
he  held  for  four  years,  acquitting  himself  admir- 
ably of  the  duties  which  rested  upon  his  shoulders. 
Among  the  many  enterprises  in  which  he  has 
been  interested  is  the  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Com- 
pany of  Maryland,  which  he  helped  to  organize 
and  had  incorporated  by  special  enactment  of  the 
legislature  in  1869.  He  was  the  first  treasurer 
of  the  company,  serving  as  such  a year  and  a- 
half.  He  was  also  prime  mover  in  the  founding  of 
the  old  Worcester  Railroad,  of  which  the  late 
George  S.  Richardson  was  the  first  president. 
When  that  gentleman  resigned  the  doctor  was 
elected  president  of  the  corporation  and  continued 
as  such  until  the  road  was  consolidated  with  the 
Junction  Breakwater  and  Breakwater  & Frank- 
ford  Railway,  by  act  of  legislature,  in  1882,  the 
style  being  changed  to  the  Delaware,  Maryland 
& Virginia  Railroad.  He  is  a director  in  said 
railway  company  and  is  a stockholder  and  di- 
rector in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Snow  Hill. 
Religiously  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  being  a mem- 
ber of  All  Hallows  Church  of  Snow  Hill. 


HOMAS  H.  JENKINS.  Honored  and  re- 
spected by  all,  there  is  no  man  in  Easton 
who  occupies  a more  enviable  position  than 
Mr.  Jenkins  in  mercantile  and  financial  circles, 
not  alone  on  account  of  the  brilliant  success  he 
has  achieved,  but  also  on  account  of  the  honor- 
able, straightforward  business  policy  he  has  ever 
followed.  He  possesses  untiring  energy,  is  quick 
of  perception,  forms  his  plans  readil}'  and  is 
determined  in  their  execution;  and  his  close  ap- 
plication to  business  and  his  excellent  manage- 
ment have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of 
prosperity  which  is  to-day  his. 

I11  the  city  where  he  still  makes  his  home,  Mr. 
Jenkins  was  born  May  9,  1859,  a son  of  Dr. 
Edward  Jenkins,  whose  birth  occurred  near 
Trappe,  in  Talbot  County,  in  1820.  The  latter 
prepared  for  his  chosen  profession  in  New  York 


School  of  Medicine  under  Dr.  Mott,  and  for  some 
time  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  Talbot 
County  in  partnership  with  Dr.  De  Courcey,  now 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  who  spent  several  years 
in  Panama  and  is  quite  a prominent  physician. 
Dr.  Jenkins  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Dawson,  a 
native  of  Talbot  County,  and  a daughter  of 
Thomas  H.  Dawson,  who  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Thomas  & Dawson  owned  the  store  of 
which  our  subject  is  now  proprietor.  The  fam- 
ily was  also  connected  with  the  Easton  National 
Bank,  Edward  M.  Dawson  being  teller  and  M. 
M.  Dawson  a stockholder  and  vice-president. 
Mrs.  Jenkins  died  April  17,  1894,  leaving  five 
children:  Edith  D.,  a resident  of  Easton,  who  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  Robert  P.  Gillingham,  a 
coal  operator;  Edward,  a prominent  business  man 
and  the  partner  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
C.  D.  Valk,  of  Baltimore,  who  is  agent  for  the 
Pillsbury  Mills;  Thomas  H.,  of  this  review;  and 
Mary. 

Thomas  H.  Jenkins  completed  his  education  in 
the  Easton  high  school,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen entered  the  store  of  which  he  is  now  pro- 
prietor as  clerk,  and  has  since  been  connected 
with  it,  he  and  his  brother  Edward  purchasing 
the  place  in  1892.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  wide-awake  business  men  of  the 
city. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Jenkins  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Causey,  of  Milford,  Del.,  and  they  now 
have  two  interesting  daughters,  Elizabeth  Cau- 
sey and  Frances  Hunter,  named  for  Mrs.  Jenkins’ 
grandmother.  Her  father  was  P.  F.  Causey,  a 
prominent  and  influential  man,  who  was  for 
some  time  connected  with  the  government  service 
and  his  father  served  as  governor  of  Delaware. 
The  Causey  family  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
the  political  affairs  of  that  state;  Mrs.  Jenkins’ 
uncle,  John  W.  Causey,  is  at  present  a congress- 
man. Her  sister  married  McBlair  Lloyd,  son  of 
Col.  Edward  Lloyd,  whose  father  was  at  one 
time  governor  of  Maryland. 

The  Dawson  family  were  all  members  of  the 
orthodox  branch  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
the  maternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Jenkins  was  a 
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leader  and  often  held  meetings  at  her  own  home, 
but  the  Jenkins  family  were  Methodists  in  re- 
ligious belief.  Our  subject  did  not  join  either 
one  of  these  organizations,  but  is  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  vestry- 
man. Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Junior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics.  He  is  a popular,  genial 
gentleman,  whose  friends  are  many  throughout 
his  native  county,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  all  who  know  him. 


AVID  HURLOCK.  Queen  Anne’s  County 
has  manj'  well-to-do  and  successful  farmers 
who  have  accumulated  what  they  have  of 
this  world’s  goods  through  individual  effort. 
Among  this  class  the  name  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice  is  entitled  to  a place.  He  is  residing  in 
the  second  district,  where  he  is  industriously  en- 
gaged in  the  prosecution  of  his  noble  calling  and 
is  meeting  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success. 

A native  of  Maryland,  he  was  born  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1824,  in  the  first  district  of  Kent 
County,  near  Massey  Cross  Roads,  a son  of  Sam- 
uel Hurlock.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to 
Kent  County,  Del.,  where  he  worked  with  a 
brother  until  1847,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 
county  and  took  charge  of  his  uncle  John  Har- 
rington’s farm,  near  his  birthplace,  remaining 
there  until  1849.  He  then  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year.  It  comprises  one  hundred 
and  ninety-three  acres,  besides  which  he  owns 
three  other  places,  one  in  the  second  district,  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  another  near 
Bridgetown  of  three  hundred  and  four  acres,  and 
the  third  comprising  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  in  the  third  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County. 

. As  a companion  and  helpmate  on  life’s  journey 
Mr.  Hurlock  chose  Miss  Mary  Amanda  Benson, 
of  Cecil  County,  Md.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Palmatary,  who 
operates  a grist  mill  at  Church  Hill;  David  T., 


who  assists  his  father  in  the  management  of  his 
property  and  resides  at  home;  and  Arrana,  Mrs. 
George  Tatman. 

Politically  Mr.  Hurlock  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  always  kept  well 
informed  on  the  issues  and  questions  of  the  day. 
He  has  accumulated  a handsome  property  and  his 
life  illustrates  what  can  be  accomplished  through 
industry,  perseverance,  good  managment  and  a 
determination  to  succeed.  He  has  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  and  by  straightforward, 
honorable  dealings  has  secured  the  public  confi- 
dence and  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact,  either  in  social  or  business 
life. 


OSEPHUS  A.  WRIGHT,  M.  D.,  a physician 
of  wide  experience  and  fine  attainments, 
has  been  located  in  Sharptown,  tenth  district 
of  Wicomico  County,  for  the  past  five  or  six 
years  and  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 
For  several  generations  the  family  of  which  he  is 
a worthy  representative  has  been  associated  close- 
ly with  the  development  and  increasing  civiliza- 
tion of  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  members  of  it 
have  been  remarkable  for  traits  of  industry, 
integrity  and  justice  to  all  with  whom  they  had 
dealings  in  any  way. 

The  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  Wright 
family  in  Wicomico  County  was  one  Edward 
Wright,  who  came  here  from  England  about 
1700,  locating  upon  a tract  of  land  near  Mardela 
Springs.  Upon  this  historic  spot  was  born  his 
son,  Jacob,  and  grandson,  Benjamin.  The  last- 
mentioned  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  doctor.  Levin  W., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  on  the  old 
homestead  of  the  family,  and  became  a very 
prominent  man  in  the  community.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  an  agriculturist  like  his  forefathers, 
and  also  followed  milling  to  some  extent.  He 
was  a successful  business  man  and  left  a large 
estate  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  event  took 
place  in  1883.  Years  ago  he  owned  a large  num- 
ber of  slaves.  He  was  noted  for  his  liberality  and 
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public  spirit,  and  in  company  with  his  brother, 
Josephus,  built  the  first  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  it  having  been 
erected  about  1825.  At  one  time  he  served  as 
county  commissioner,  though  he  was  not  an  aspir- 
ant for  public  office,  and  met  all  of  the  responsi- 
bilities that  devolved  upon  him  with  credit  to 
himself.  In  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  he 
was  an  earnest  and  zealous  worker  and  occupied 
many  distinctive  offices  in  the  denomination. 
Plis  good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lizzie 
Bradley,  and  whose  father  was  Eli  Bradley,  of 
Delaware,  is  still  living,  and  is  now  in  her 
seventy-seventh  year.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Richard,  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred 
and  two  years. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Wright  is  one  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  survive.  Louisa  H.  is  the  wife  of  C. 
English,  of  Vienna,  Dorchester  County,  Md. 
Levin  E.  is  a resident  of  Mardela  Springs,  as  is 
also  John  A.,  the  next  younger  brother.  The 
doctor  was  born  in  Mardela  Springs  August  2, 
1854,  and  was  a pupil  in  the  district  schools  in  his 
boyhood,  later  attending  Salisbury  Academy, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1873.  The  succeed- 
ing five  years  he  taught  school  in  the  county 
with  success  and  during  a part  of  this  period  was 
also  occupied  in  his  leisure  time  in  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.  P.  Dennis, 
of  Salisbury.  I11  1878  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Maryland  for  a 
finishing  course  of  lectures  and  graduated  in 
March,  1881.  While  there  he  had  the  honor  of 
being  under  the  tutelage  of  Dr.  Allan  P.  Smith,  a 
noted  surgeon  of  this  coast.  Soon  after  his  grad- 
uation he  was  appointed  physician  and  surgeon  to 
the  Confederate  Soldiers’  Home  in  Baltimore,  and 
practiced  there  for  six  years,  gaining  invaluable 
experience,  such  as  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of 
many  young  doctors.  In  1892  he  came  to  his 
present  home  and  established  himself  in  a practice 
that  has  steadily  increased.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  held 
about  all  of  the  offices  in  the  local  lodge,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  order  for 
a number  of  years. 


Two  marked  events  in  the  life  history  of  Dr. 
Wright  occurred  upon  the  third  day  of  March, 
1881,  his  graduation  from  college,  and  in  conse- 
quence his  start  upon  his  professional  career,  and 
an  event  no  less  important,  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  during  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Jennie  Holmes, 
her  father  being  Rev.  William  G.  Holmes,  a 
prominent  minister  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  in  this  locality.  Two  bright  children 
grace  the  union  of  the  doctor  and  his  wife, 
their  names  being,  respectively,  Berkley  H.  and 
Arthur  L. 


c)  EORGE  E.  BIBBY.  Many  of  the  old  friends 
and  associates  of  this  worth}'  man,  who  died 
in  1879,  cherish  his  memory  and  will  be 
glad  to  peruse  an  account  of  his  life’s  history,  and 
will  echo  in  their  hearts  the  tribute  to  his  genuine, 
noble  manhood.  His  was  a comparatively  hum- 
ble, unostentatious  career,  ffi.it  into  his  life,  cover- 
ing less  than  half  a century,  was  crowded  a multi- 
tude of  good  deeds,  and  the  building  up  of  a 
grand  character  whose  far-reaching  influence  for 
good  cannot  be  measured.  In  these  days  when 
the  golden  calf  is  worshipped  so  universally,  and 
is  especially  bowed  down  to  in  this  country,  it  is 
a pleasing  and  elevating  circumstance  to  be 
thrown  into  the  companionship  of  a man  who  has 
higher  ideals  and  who  daily  strives  to  put  them 
into  practice  in  his  own  life.  Such  a man  was 
the  subject  of  this  review,  as  his  friends  can 
testify. 

The  father  of  the  above,  Henry  Bibby,  was  a 
native  of  Lake  district,  Dorchester  County,  and 
was  by  trade  a ship-builder.  He  also  followed 
agriculture  to  some  extent,  and  throughout  his 
life  he  dwelt  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth- 
place. Formerly  a Whig,  he  later  became  an 
ally  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  quite  a 
worker  for  its  success.  At  one  time  he  held  the 
important  position  of  sheriff  of  Dorchester  County , 
and  was  a faithful  and  trusty  officer.  He  died 
about  i860.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Sarah  Graham 
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before  her  marriage,  she  being  a native  of  Lake 
district  also.  She  died  in  1863,  and  of  their 
twelve  children  but  four  are  now  living,  viz.: 
John,  Matthew,  Frank  and  Janies  R.  The  father 
of  Henry,  and  grandfather  of  George  E.  Bibby, 
was  one  John  Bibby,  who  left  his  native  country, 
England,  at  an  early  day,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Lake  district,  Dorchester  County. 

The  birth  of  George  E.  Bibby  occurred  in  1833 
in  Lake  district,  and  there  he  passed  his  boyhood 
and  later  years  as  well.  As  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  be  of  assistance  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
he  lent  him  his  dutiful  aid,  and,  being  of  a quick 
and  receptive  mind,  he  had  mastered  every  detail  of 
the  necessary  work  in  the  management  of  a farm 
long  before  he  was  out  of  his  teens.  When  he 
began  farming  upon  his  own  account  he  located 
permanently  in  his  old  home  district,  and  also 
conducted  a general  store  in  Golden  Hill  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  won  the  esteeem  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  business  dealings,  for  he  was  uni- 
formly just  and  fair  in  his  treatment  of  customers. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  quite  successful  in  a 
financial  way,  and  left  his  family  well  provided 
for  at  his  demise.  Death  claimed  him  June  10, 
1879,  when  he  was  forty-six  years  of  age,  and 
just  in  the  prime  of  vigorous  manhood.  He  was 
not  in  any  sense  a politician,  and  was  not  whiling 
to  occupy  public  positions,  but  he  discharged  his 
duty  as  a voter  along  the  lines  set  forth  by  the 
Democracy. 

In  1861  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bibby  and  Miss 
Angie  Insley,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Insley,  was 
solemnized  in  her  home  at  Crapo.  They  became 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  the  only  one  now  living  is  Mark  Ottaway. 
Mrs.  Bibby  removed  from  Golden  Hill  to  the  city 
of  Baltimore  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. In  1893  she  located  permanently  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  has  since  made  many  warm  friends 
here.  She  became  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  a short  time  after  her  husband’s  death, 
and  takes  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Bibby,  Joseph  Insley,  was 
born  in  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  in  November, 
1798,  and  his  wife,  Matilda,  was  also  born  in  the 
same  year,  on  the  26th  of  November.  She  was 


a Miss  Love  of  Virginia  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Insley,  and  was  noted  especially 
for  her  exceptionally  fine  penmanship.  Of  her 
twelve  children  but  two  are  now  living,  while 
three  of  her  grandchildren  and  ten  of  her  great- 
grandchildren survive  at  this  writing. 


INFIELD  WEBSTER.  The  farm  upon 
which  this  gentleman  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  embraces  three  hundred 
acres  situated  in  Vienna  district,  Dorchester 
County.  In  addition  to  superintending  its  culti- 
vation he  is  interested  in  other  enterprises,  in- 
cluding the  sale  of  machinery,  carriages  and 
phosphate.  He  is  one  of  the  active  Democrats 
of  the  district,  and  has  frequently  represented  his 
partjr  in  conventions.  In  1895-96  he  held  the 
position  of  tax  collector. 

Near  East  New  Market,  in  the  county  where 
he  now  resides,  Mr.  Webster  was  born  May  3, 
1862.  His  father,  Samuel  L. , and  grandfather, 
John  Webster,  were  also  born  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, and  were  descendants  of  one  of  two 
brothers  who  came  together  to  this  country  from 
England.  John,  who  was  a man  of  great  energy 
and  a successful  farmer,  left  a large  estate  at  his 
death.  He  took  a prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  his  community,  but  would  not  accept  public 
office.  For  some  years  he  served  as  president  of 
the  Dorchester  & Delaware  Railroad. 

When  a boy  Samuel  L-  Webster  attended  the 
country  schools,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  he 
began  in  farm  pursuits.  He  inherited  consider- 
able means  and  by  his  energy  and  good  judgment 
largely  added  to  his  possessions,  so  that  he  is  now 
one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  East  New  Market  dis- 
trict, where  he  makes  his  home.  In  spite  of  his 
sixty-five  years  he  is  quite  active  and  strong,  and 
can  compete  in  work  with  many  men  much 
younger  than  he.  He  married  Priscilla  A., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Sheppard,  of  Berlin,  Wor- 
cester County,  and  member  of  an  old  family. 
She  is  still  living  and  is  now  sixty  years  of  age. 
Of  their  eleven  children,  the  following  survive: 
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John  B.,  a traveling  salesman,  whose  headquar- 
ters are  in  Baltimore  City;  Noah,  who  lives  in 
Cambridge;  Winfield;  Sheppard,  of  Cambridge; 
Frank,  living  in  East  New  Market;  Charles  and 
Roland  (twins),  the  former  residing  in  East  New 
Market,  and  the  latter  in  Cambridge;  Samuel,  of 
East  New  Market;  and  Lloyd,  who  is  with  his 
parents. 

The  public  schools  of  East  New  Market  gave 
our  subject  the  education  that  fitted  him  for  life’s 
responsibilities.  At  eighteen  his  studies  were 
discontinued  and  he  began  to  assist  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  home  farm.  In  1884  he  removed 
to  the  farm,  Hoopersborough,  the  property  of  his 
father,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
The  energy  with  which  he  has  prosecuted  his 
affairs  and  the  excellent  judgment  he  has  shown 
in  the  management  of  every  detail  prove  him  to 
be  a man  of  sagacity.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Baptist  and  serves  his  church  as  a deacon.  Febru- 
ary 6,  1885,  he  married  Ida  A.,  daughter  of 
Levin  R.  Moore,  of  Vienna  district.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Guy  L.,  Marion  and  Nellie. 


AMES  S.  HARRIS.  The  record  of  this 
family  shows  it  was  first  represented  in 
America  by  James  Harris,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  Maryland  near  the  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  in  Talbot 
County.  During  the  conflict  with  Great  Britain 
its  members,  who  had  been  in  this  country  long 
enough  to  imbibe  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, threw  themselves  into  the  struggle  and 
loyally  defended  the  colonies.  James,  who  had  a 
grant  to  land  in  Talbot  County,  settled  there  and 
continued  to  make  it  his  home  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  had  a son,  Richard  S , who 
was  a member  of  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
conference  held  in  America,  it  being  in  Balti- 
more. 

John  Harris,  son  of  Richard  S.,  was  born  in 
Talbot  County  and  spent  a portion  of  his  life 
there,  but  finally  removed  to  Delaware,  where  he 


owned  a large  tract  of  land.  His  death  occurred 
in  that. state.  He  had  a son,  Richard  H.,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Dela- 
ware, but  after  his  marriage  removed  to  Kent 
County,  Md.,  and  purchased  the  farm  where 
James  S.  now  resides.  He  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  peach  industry.  Believing  that 
the  soil  here  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  peaches,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  indus- 
try, and  in  it  met  with  such  success  that  others 
were  encouraged  to  attempt  their  cultivation.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Whig  and  later  adhered  to 
Democratic  principles.  At  different  times  he  was 
chosen  to  occupy  positions  of  trust  within  the 
gift  of  his  fellow-men.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
steward  or  held  some  other  official  position  through 
his  entire  life.  By  his  marriage  to  Matilda  Shep- 
ard, of  Caroline  County,  he  had  five  children, 
namely:  Dr.  John  Harris,  of  Baltimore;  James 
S.;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Crusen;  Annie,  who 
married  William  H.  Bowers;  and  Catherine,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Crew.  The  father  died  in  January,  1867, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1882,  aged  sixty-nine. 

During  the  residence  of  his  parents  in  Del- 
aware, the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born 
in  1838.  He  was  eleven  months  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Maryland,  and  he  has  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  home  other  than  the  county  where  he 
now  resides.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kent  County,  Md.,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years.  A love  of  adventure  and 
desire  to  try  his  luck  in  mining  led  him,  in  1862, 
to  go  to  California,  where  he  spent  two  years  in 
the  mining  districts.  In  1864  he  returned  to  Kent 
County,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  the 
owner  of  three  farms,  aggregating  seven  hundred 
acres,  and  situated  in  the  third  district. 

In  the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party  Mr. 
Harris  has  long  been  active,  and  upon  this  ticket 
he  has  been  elected  to  various  offices.  Among  the 
positions  he  has  held  was  that  of  chief  judge  of 
the  orphans’  court.  For  some  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  county  school  board.  In  1887  he 
was  his  party’s  candidate  for  the  position  of  state 
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senator,  but  was  defeated.  Bor  twenty-five  suc- 
cessive years  he  was  trustee  of  the  district  schools, 
and  his  long  retention  in  this  office  proves  the 
faithful  character  of  his  service.  When  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  was  rebuilt  in  1882,  he 
was  a member  of  the  building  committee,  and  he 
has  also  been  a steward  and  trustee  of  the  congre- 
gation. For  more  than  fifty  years  he  has  been  a 
pupil  or  teacher  in  the  Still  Pond  Sunday-school, 
and  is  now  the  leader  of  the  Bible  class.  In  1886 
he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Peninsula 
Horticultural  Society,  and  was  its  president  in 
1894. 

The  marriage  of  James  S.  Harris  to  Margaret 
Grier,  of  Baltimore,  was  solemnized  in  1866. 
Four  sons  came  to  bless  their  union,  namely: 
James  G.,  who  operates  a farm  of  four  hundred 
acres  near  the  old  homestead;  Carson  W.,  who 
cultivates  one  of  his  father’s  farms;  Arthur  L., 
who  is  principal  ot  a Kennedy ville  school;  and 
Walter,  who  is  a student  in  the  local  schools. 


ILLIAM  B.  USILTON.  The  connection 
of  this  gentleman  with  the  newspaper 
interests  of  Chestertown  date  from  1852, 
when,  a mere  boy,  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Kent  News  in  the  humble  capacity  of  printer’s 
“devil.”  Through  his  industrious  and  perse- 
vering efforts  he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  business  and  was  promoted  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another  until  he  understood  every  detail 
connected  with  the  work  of  publishing  a paper. 
In  i860  he  formed  a co-partnership  with  James 
H.  Plummer,  under  the  title  of  Plummer  & Usil- 
ton,  and  the  two  continued  together  for  thirty 
years,  until  the  death  of  the  senior  member  in 
1890  broke  the  tie  that  had  so  long  connected 
them  in  business.  The  interest  was  then  pur- 
chased by  Fred  G.  Usilton,  since  which  time  the 
two,  father  and  son,  have  combined  their  efforts. 
The  Kent  News , which  they  publish,  is  a recog- 
nized exponent  of  Democratic  doctrines  and  is 
also  a guide  of  public  opinion  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  society,  business  and  the  world  of  finance. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Md.,  September  26,  1837,  and  was 
named  after  his  uncle,  William  Barger,  who  was 
one  of  the  influential  Masons  of  Philadelphia. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Robert,  was  born  in 
Kent  County  and  spent  his  entire  life  upon  a 
farm,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  and  served  as  magis- 
trate. His  death  took  place  in  1850.  In  politics 
a Democrat,  he  was  active  in  local  matters  and 
co-operated  in  the  promotion  of  enterprises  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people.  He  had  two  brothers, 
Joseph  and  Francis,  the  former  a land  owner,  the 
latter  an  extensive  farmer.  The  three  brothers 
married  three  sisters,  Joseph  marrying  Sarah 
Lamb,  while  Robert  chose  Mary  Lamb  as  his 
wife.  The  latter  survived  her  husband  fifteen 
years,  passing  away  in  1865. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  fifth  in 
order  of  birth  comprised  eight  children,  namely: 
Robert,  a farmer  and  carpenter,  whose  home 
is  in  Smithville,  Kent  County;  Samuel,  a car- 
penter, residing  in  Philadelphia;  Adaline,  wife 
of  Thomas  A.  Hudson,  of  Kent  County;  Ed- 
win L-,  who  has  been  for  many  years  lieuten- 
ant of  police  in  Philadelphia;  William  Barger; 
Gustavus,  a mechanic,  whose  home  is  in  Camden, 
N.  J.;  Albert,  a mechanic,  living  in  Plano,  111.; 
and  Washington,  who  died  in  Plano  in  1894.  In 
1852,  having  previously  received  a common-school 
education,  our  subject  entered  the  composing 
room  of  the  Kent  News,  in  which  he  rose  from 
the  most  humble  position  to  that  of  proprietor. 
In  addition  to  the  management  of  the  paper,  he 
served  from  1890  to  1892  as  county  treasurer, 
under  the  new  system.  In  1883  he  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  state  senate,  but  was 
defeated  by  four  votes.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Chester- 
town Methodist  Protestant  Sunday-school  and  at 
the  same  time  he  has  taken  a warm  interest  in 
the  success  of  every  department  of  the  church 
work. 

In  1862  Mr.  Usilton  married  Mary  F. , daughter 
of  Samuel  Frazier,  a merchant  of  Chestertown, 
and  one  of  a family  of  three  children,  her  sister 
and  brother  being  Martha,  wife  of  Milton  Baker, 


750 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  Samuel  M.  Frazier,  both  of  Chestertown. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Usilton  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Miriam,  wife  of  P.  T.  McFeely,  a 
furniture  dealer;  Frederick  G.,  his  father’s  part- 
ner in  business;  William  B.,  Jr.,  who  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  newspaper  office;  Clara;  Milton 
Earl,  who  is  a student  in  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia;  and  Louise,  a bright  and 
talented  child,  the  pride  and  pet  of  the  family, 
whose  death,  in  April,  1895,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  was  deeply  mourned. 


ELARENCE  L.  VINCENT,  a practical  news- 
paper man  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Pur- 
nell & Vincent,  of  Snow  Hill,  is  a son  of 
Thomas  H.  and  Caroline  (Toadvine)  Vincent, 
both  natives  of  Worcester  County.  He  is  a de- 
scendant, upon  the  paternal  side,  of  a French- 
Huguenot  family  that  suffered  persecution  for 
their  religious  belief  and  upon  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  were  obliged  to  flee  from 
France.  His  father  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Salisbury  for  some  time  before  and  during  the 
war,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Toadvine  & Vin- 
cent, and  it  was  there,  February  5,  1861,  that  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  His  childhood 
years  were  passed  in  Salisbury.  From  early  boy- 
hood he  had  a passionate  fondness  for  reading 
and  was  a regular  patron  of  the  Salisbury  circu- 
lating library.  His  father’s  death,  which  oc- 
curred about  1868,  had  the  effect  of  forcing  him 
into  business  activities  when  yet  quite  young. 

When  twelve  years  of  age  he  entered  the  office 
of  the  Salisbury  Advertiser  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
printer  and  remained  there  for  a number  of  years. 
He  then  went  to  Dover,  Del.,  where  he  worked 
as  compositor  on  a paper  for  one  year.  Going  next 
to  Philadelphia,  he  worked  in  various  printing 
offices.  In  1883  he  married  Miss  Virginia  L- 
Pain,  of  Berlin,  Worcester  County,  Md.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Salisbury  and  engaged 
in  newspaper  work.  In  January  of  1887,  having 
formed  a partnership  with  O.  M.  Purnell,  he  pur- 
chased the  Snow  Hill  Democratic  Messenger,  and 


has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  its  manage- 
ment. At  the  time  of  purchase  it  was  a seven- 
column,  four-page  weekly.  After  a year  the 
owners  began  the  work  of  enlarging  the  sheet, 
which  they  changed  to  an  eight-column  weekly. 
I11  the  fall  of  1895  it  was  changed  to  nine  columns, 
its  present  size,  31x44  inches. 

The  Snow  Hill  Democratic  Messenger  was 
founded  in  1867  by  Col.  John  Handy  and  has 
since  been  conducted  as  a Democratic  organ, 
being  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest 
Democratic  sheets  in  this  locality.  From  Colonel 
Handy  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Hon.  George 
M.  Upsher  and  T.  H.  Moore,  and  upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  Moore,  his  interest  was  purchased  by  John 
Walter  Smith.  Afterward  it  was  run  as  a leased 
paper  up  to  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  Purnell 
& Vincent.  Printer' s Ink , published  in  New 
York,  in  its  issue  of  July  28,  1897,  says:  “The 
Snow  Hill  Democratic  Messenger , weekly,  is 
credited  with  the  largest  circulation  accorded  to 
any  paper  in  Snow  Hill  or  Worcester  County.” 

Fraternally  Mr.  Vincent  is  a member  of  Ocean 
Lodge  No.  61,  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Snow  Hill.  With 
his  wife  and  daughter  Beulah,  aged  thirteen 
years,  he  holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a member  of  the  church  committee 
and  secretary  to  the  committee  of  the  Makemie 
Memorial  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  strong  in 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  part)?  and  has 
been  a delegate  to  a number  of  important  con- 
ventions, but  has  never  sought  nomination  or  ap- 
pointment to  office.  He  was  three  times  elected 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Peninsula  Press 
Association  and  was  at  the  same  time  a member  of 
the  executive  committee. 

— — ■ * — J * — ; 

APT.  HEDGE  THOMPSON,  commodore 
of  the  Chesapeake  Yacht  Club  and  for  y?ears 
in  command  of  the  oyster  navy,  having  been 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  Maryland  to  look 
after  the  Eastern  Shore  oyster  fishing,  is  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Longwoods,  fourth  district  of 
Talbot  County.  He  possesses  great  influence  in 
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the  Democracy,  and  has  been  repeatedly  urged 
to  accept  of  one  office  or  another,  but  has  always 
refused.  In  1857  he  purchased  the  place  of  seven 
hundred  acres  known  as  Forest  Landing,  and  has 
since  made  his  home  here.  It  is  a beautiful  home- 
stead, and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county  for  gen- 
eral cultivation. 

The  captain  was  born  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1834,  and  is  a son  ofThomas  and  Rebecca 
(Johnson)  Thompson,  natives  of  the  same  local- 
ity. The  Thompsons  were  of  English  extraction, 
and  the  father  of  Thomas,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Hedge  Thompson,  was  a physician,  and  was  a 
hero  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He,  too,  was 
a native  of  the  vicinity  of  Salem.  In  his  early 
manhood  Thomas  Thompson  was  a druggist,  but 
his  health  failing  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture and  sought  in  the  purer  air  and  arduous 
exercise  of  a rural  life  renewed  strength.  His 
death  occurred  in  1844. 

Capt.  Hedge  Thompson  attended  school  in 
his  native  state  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  into  a store  as  a clerk.  This  es- 
tablishment, a large  wholesale  grocery  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  owned  by  his  uncle,  and  was  situated 
on  Water  street.  The  young  man  was  industrious 
and  economical  and  in  a few  years  had  laid  aside 
a good  sum  of  money  for  investment.  In  1857, 
as  previously  mentioned,  he  had  sufficient  funds 
to  buy  the  farm,  Forest  Landing,  and  has  given 
his  chief  attention  to  its  management  since,  with 
good  success.  His  prosperity  is  well  merited  and 
his  friends  are  legion  here,  where  he  has  passed 
over  four  decades.  Socially  he  is  a Mason.  For 
a number  of  years  he  has  been  a vestryman  in  All 
Saints’  Episcopal  Church,  in  Longwoods,  and  is 
liberal  toward  religious  and  charitable  enter- 
prises. 

The  captain  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  with  Miss  Acksah  Peterson,  of  New 
Jersey,  whose  death  took  place  in  1865.  Subse- 
quently he  married  Mary  R.  Wrightson.  There 
were  no  children  by  either  marriage.  The  mother 
of  the  captain,  Rebecca,  was  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Johnson,  and  was  born  and  reared  near  Salem, 
N.  J.  She  departed  this  life  in  January,  1887, 
having  survived  her  husband  forty-three  years. 


Her  father  bought  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  the 
old  Lloyd  estate  in  1845,  and  was  a rich  and  in- 
fluential man  in  his  community.  He  was  acci- 
dently drowned  while  crossing  Chesapeake  Bay, 
on  his  way  to  Baltimore. 


ENJAMIN  TAYLOR,  deceased,  formerly  a 
resident  of  Easton  district  of  Talbot  County, 
was  a man  of  exemplary  life  and  noble  char- 
acter. It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  everyone 
who  came  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence  was 
insensibly  uplifted  and  made  better  for  having 
known  him.  He  was  conscientious,  just  and  up- 
right in  his  dealings  with  all  mankind,  and  the 
number  of  people  whom  he  helped  in  a more  or 
less  practical  manner  was  legion.  In  the  home 
circle,  however,  it  was  that  his  most  amiable 
qualities  shone  forth  unobstructed,  for  he  was 
not  one  of  the  kind  of  men  who  reserve  their 
most  disagreeable  moods  for  their  own  dear  ones. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  noted  for  his  uniform 
kindness,  unfailing  courtesy  and  consideration 
for  others  in  his  home.  He  put  into  constant,  daily 
practice  the  high  and  lofty  principles  of  the  re- 
ligion that  he  professed,  and  for  many  years  was 
a vestryman  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  of  Eas- 
ton. Toward  the  church  and  all  local  charities 
he  was  a liberal  giver,  and  he  was  justly  respect- 
ed by  all  classes  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  death 
occurred  February  11,  1892. 

The  birth  of  Benjamin  Taylor  occurred  in  1819. 
He  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Hillsbor- 
ough, Caroline  County,  for  several  years  and  was 
prospered  in  nearly  everything  that  he  undertook. 
He  made  wise  investments  of  his  money,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  owned  a number  of  well-im- 
proved farms  and  was  quite  well-off.  As  he  had 
commenced  life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  his  suc- 
cess was  the  more  remarkable.  He  possessed 
those  splendid  qualities  of  perseverance  and  in- 
dustry which  deserve  a rich  reward,  and  from  ad- 
versity he  won  strength  for  new  conflicts. 

June  29,  1869,  Mr.  Taylor  married  Ann  E.  At- 
kinson, daughter  of  Thomas  Atkinson,  of  Caroline 
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County,  and  four  children  came  to  bless  their 
union.  Two  of  the  number  have  been  called  from 
earth  and  but  two  daughters  remain,  viz. : Ida 

May,  wife  of  James  Locke  Erwin,  of  Burlington, 
N.  C. ; and  Anna,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  at 
home. 


£7ACHARY  W.  WEBSTER,  who  was  post- 
/.  master  of  Deal’s  Island,  Somerset  County, 
/y)  from  1882  to  1886,  having  held  his  appoint- 
ment under  President  Cleveland,  is  a well-known 
merchant  there,  where  he  has  been  located  in 
business  for  over  twenty-two  years.  Besides  car- 
rying on  his  general  store,  he  has  always  given 
considerable  time  and  attention  to  farming  and 
market-gardening,  in  which  latter  branch  he  is 
especially  successful.  He  enjoys  the  free  life  of  the 
country  thoroughly,  and  doubtless  inherited  this 
taste  from  a long  line  of  ancestors  who  have  led 
pastoral  lives. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  earnest,  God- 
fearing people,  and  endeavored  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  to  rear  their  children  in  righteous  princi- 
ples of  conduct.  William  J.  Webster,  the  father, 
was  a native  of  this  island  and  in  his  young  days 
followed  the  sea.  Later  he  devoted  his  energies 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  little  farm  here.  He  died 
when  past  the  allotted  age  of  man,  being  eighty- 
one  when  death  summoned  him  from  his  labors. 
His  father,  Jacob,  also  lived  to  a ripe  age,  being 
eighty-three  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  also 
was  a seafaring  man  and  a farmer,  and  was  of 
English  extraction.  William  J.  Webster  married 
Mary  P. , daughter  of  John  Webster,  and  ten 
children  came  to  grace  their  union.  The  follow- 
ing are  still  living:  Jacob  W.;  William  J. ; Julia, 
Mrs.  L-  L.  Shores;  Melissa  J.,  Mrs.  Hampton 
B.  Walter;  Isabel,  Mrs.  Lazarus  Wilson;  and 
Z.  W.  The  faithful  mother  departed  this  life  in 
her  seventy -eighth  year.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Z.  W.  Webster  was  born  on  Deal’s  Island  in 
1841,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  the  usual  pursuits 
of  farmers’  lads.  He  had  the  benefits  of  a public- 


school  education,  and  when  he  was  about  eight- 
een commenced  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  For 
twenty-two  years  or  thereabouts  he  was  occupied 
in  the  oyster  fisheries,  and  was  fairly  successful 
from  a financial  point  of  view.  In  time  he  be- 
came owner  of  several  substantial  vessels  and  had 
a number  of  men  in  his  employ.  In  1875  he  em- 
barked in  merchandising  and  has  since  managed 
his  general  store  on  the  island. 

Mr.  Webster  has  always  taken  quite  an  active 
interest  in  Democratic  politics.  He  is  a member 
of  Tangier  Lodge  No.  59,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is 
connected  with  Aurora  Lodge  No.  69,  K.  of 
P.  In  the  Masonic  order  he  held  the  offices  of 
senior  and  junior  warden.  For  several  years  he 
was  treasurer  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Emily  J.,  daughter  of  George 
A.  Gibson,  of  this  place,  was  solemnized  in  1867. 
They  have  six  children,  namely:  William  C.; 
Edward  Z.;  John  W. ; Ada  E.,  wife  of  John  W. 
Horner;  Sadie  V.  and  Eugene  Brown,  and  all  of 
them  reside  upon  the  island.  The  Websters  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs. 
Webster  being  a member  of  the  same. 


EVIN  B.  DISHAROON  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  agriculturists  in  Snow  Hill  dis- 
trict, Worcester  County,  and  is  a man  who 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  He 
possesses  that  self-reliance,  industry  and  un- 
wavering persistence  in  any  course  of  action 
which  he  has  planned  that,  sooner  or  later,  must 
meet  with  reward  in  a fitting  manner.  At  pres- 
ent he  owns  in  the  neighborhood  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  and  well-improved  land,  almost 
all  of  which  is  suitable  for  purposes  of  general 
cultivation  and  yields  abundant  harvests  annu- 
ally. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  is  a brief  sketch 
was  born  October  17,  1856,  in  Worcester  County. 
His  parents,  William  and  Hettie  A.  (Bailey) 
Disharoon,  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland,  and  they  had  a family  num- 
bering eight  children.  Levin  is  the  eldest  and 
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the  others  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Charles 
R.,  William  A.,  Emory  L- , B.  Ella,  Mary  A., 
James  and  Henry  W.  Their  grandfather,  Levin 
W.  Disharoon,  was  a wealthy  farmer  of  Wicomico 
County,  and  was  at  one  time  a sheriff  there. 
His  father  was  a resident  of  the  same  county  and 
owned  large  estates  there. 

From  his  boyhood  it  seemed  evident  that 
Levin  B.  Disharoon  was  to  be  a tiller  of  the  soil, 
for  he  has  always  delighted  in  the  free  out-door 
life,  even  though  it  has  its  hardships  and  decided 
drawbacks.  While  yet  a mere  youth  he  had 
learned  what  things  are  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
work  of  a farm,  and  with  enthusiasm  he  entered 
into  every  detail  in  connection  therewith.  His 
property  is  located  in  two  places,  one  tract  hav- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  it  and  the 
other  being  a farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Heptasophs.  For  years  he  has 
been  a member  and  contributor  to  the  work  and 
expenses  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
Politically  he  is  associated  with  the  Democracy. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1880,  Mr.  Disharoon 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  E. 
Carmean,  a native  of  this  part  of  Maryland,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  viz.:  Essie 
L.,  Lillian  B.,  Marion  B.  and  L.  Wilson. 


ILLIAM  J.  HALL,  of  Brinkley’s  district, 
Somerset  County,  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive young  business  men  of  the  count}'. 
He  owns  and  operates  a grist-mill,  saw-mill  and 
planing-mill,  and  manufactures  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing material.  On  the  6th  of  September,  1897,  he 
met  with  a severe  loss  in  the  burning  of  his  mills, 
but  he  is  of  the  kind  of  men  who  are  not  easily  dis- 
couraged and  soon  he  had  rebuilt  the  mills  and 
had  them  again  under  way.  When  he  was  a youth 
of  eighteen  years  he  embarked  in  the  commer- 
cial world  here  as  a merchant  and  has  since  carried 
on  a thriving  trade.  He  was  about  twenty-four 
when  he  first  erected  his  mills  here.  I11  addition 


to  these  enterprises  he  owns  and  manages  the 
Glendale  stock  farm,  a tract  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  acres,  making  a specialty  of  rais- 
ing market  vegetables,  which  are  shipped  to  the 
cities. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Brinkleys  district 
from  his  earliest  recollections.  He  was  born  here 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  April  19,  1867,  and  is  one 
in  a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  two  are  de- 
ceased, while  the-  others  are  named  as  follows: 
Corinne  E.,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Miles;  I.  Henry ; Jennie; 
Clara,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Speightes;  Florence, 
Mrs.  Luther  T.  Miles,  Jr.;  Ethel  and  Qertrude. 
Socially  Mr.  Hall  is  a member  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  the  Fraternal  In- 
surance Union  of  New  York  and  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs.  February  18,  1890,  he 
married  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mary 
(Lankford)  Lankford,  of  Fairmount  district.  The 
couple  have  a sweet  little  son  and  daughter, 
Lewis  and  Mary.  They  attend  the  Trinity 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman  is 
Henry  W.  Hall,  a prominent  citizen  of  this  dis- 
trict, within  whose  boundaries  he  has  always 
dwelt.  He  was  born  here  in  1827  and  is  a son  of 
Richard  and  Martha  (Lankford)  Hall,  and  the 
only  survivor  of  their  eight  children.  Richard 
Hall  was  also  a native  of  this  locality  and  followed 
farming  and  shoe-making  as  a means  of  making 
a livelihood.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  his  wife  was  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  denomination.  His  death 
occurred  when  he  was  in  his  sixty-second  year. 
Henry  W.  Hall  commenced  following  the  sea 
when  he  was  sixteen  years  old  and  was  a sailor 
for  seven  years,  in  the  meantime  making  several 
long  voyages  to  distant  lands.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  oyster  trade  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  while  that  struggle  was  in  progress 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  ships  burned  by 
Federal  troops  in  Virginian  waters.  Since  then 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  agriculture  and  has 
been  quite  successful.  He  chose  for  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Whittington,  who  was  a true  helpmate, 
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companion  and  sharer  of  life’s  joys  and  sorrows. 
She  was  summoned  to  her  reward  in  1885.  The 
family  have  long  been  regular  attendants  of  the 
Baptist  Church 


E WITT  C.  FOOKS,  one  of  the  most  worthy 
citizens  of  Coulbourn  district,  Worcester 
County,  is  a native  of  this  county,  born 
June  2,  1833.  For  a number  of  generations  his 
ancestors  have  been  identified  closely  with  the 
development  and  advancing  civilization  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and,  as  a patriotic  citizen  and  en- 
terprising agriculturist,  he  has  himself  assisted 
in  the  grand  result  of  to-day. 

The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject  on 
the  paternal  side  of  the  family  was  a native  of 
England,  who  sought  religious  liberty  and  a 
chance  to  found  a new  home  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily under  the  favoring  circumstances  that  envi- 
roned the  Maryland  colony.  His  son  Jesse,  next 
in  the  line  of  descent  to  our  subject,  was  born 
upon  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  in  addition  to  oper- 
ating a large  landed  estate  he  was  a very  success- 
ful and  extensive  dealer  in  lumber.  His  son 
James,  grandfather  of  DeWitt  C.  Fooks,  was 
interested  in  running  a sawmill  and  preparing 
lumber  for  the  markets  and  was,  moreover,  a 
farmer  on  a large  scale.  Our  subject  is  the  only 
surviving  child  in  a family  which  originally  com- 
prised three  brothers  and  sisters,  whose  parents 
were  Hance  and  Julia  (Howard)  Fooks,  both 
natives  of  these  parts.  The  father  was  born  in 
1785,  and,  following  the  example  of  his  fore- 
fathers, he  devoted  his  chief  energies  to  rural 
pursuits,  and  in  time  became  well-to-do. 

DeWitt  C.  Fooks  has  always  resided  upon  a 
farm,  and  doubtless  inherited  his  liking  for  the 
free,  independent  life  that  is  the  boon  of  the  agri- 
culturist, perhaps  more  than  that  of  men  in  any 
other  walk  of  life.  He  made  the  best  of  his  op- 
portunities for  obtaining  an  education  and  when 
he  was  eighteeu  applied  for  a school,  and,  having 
passed  the  examinations  required,  was  given 
charge  of  one.  He  taught  very  successfully  for 


some  two  years,  then  settling  down  to  the  quiet 
routine  of  farm  work.  Prosperity  crowned  his 
efforts,  and,  as  he  used  excellent  judgment  in 
making  investments,  he  soon  became  well-off, 
and  now  owns  about  two  thousand  acres  of  desir- 
able land. 

Socially  Mr.  Fooks  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  his  lodge  being  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. He  was  married  in  April,  1852,  the  first 
time,  Miss  Mary  Fooks,  a native  of  his  own  coun- 
ty, being  the  lad}'  of  his  choice.  Her  death  oc- 
curred but  two  years  later,  in  1854,  when  she 
was  in  her  thirty-first  year.  February  18,  1857, 
Mr.  Fooks  married  Mary  A.  Schockley,  also  of 
this  county,  and  to  their  union  eight  children 
were  born.  Two  of  the  number  are  deceased,  and 
those  who  remain  are  Margaret  A.,  Sallie  M., 
Lucy  B.,  Julie  H.,  E.  Hance  and  DeWitt  F. 
Three  of  the  daughters  married  three  brothers  of 
the  name  of  Truit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fooks  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  he 
being  a trustee  in  the  same.  Politically  he  is  an 
ardent  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  office  of  sheriff 
of  Worcester  County,  when  the  office  covered  the 
duties  of  sheriff,  treasurer  and  collector. 


HENRY  S.  MATTHEWS,  one  of  the  well 
and  favorably  known  business  men  of  Ox- 
ford, Talbot  County,  has  always  resided  in 
this  immediate  locality,  and  has  consequently 
been  thoroughly  identified  with  all  progressive 
movements  hereabout.  For  a number  of  years  he 
has  been  considered  one  of  the  most  substantial 
citizens,  and  in  1895  was  chosen  to  serve  as  a 
trustee  of  the  high  school,  and  has  also  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  town  commissioner.  Any  new 
enterprise  or  industry  which  it  appears  will  bene- 
fit the  place  is  certain  to  find  a friend  and  sup- 
porter in  him. 

H.  S.  Matthews  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm 
on  Oxford  Neck,  third  district  of  Talbot  County, 
September  15,  1859.  His  father,  Dr.  Alexander 
Matthews,  was  a native  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, having  been  born  in  Georgetown,  May 
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26,  1826,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  As 
he  had  a decided  taste  in  the  direction  of  the  heal- 
ing art,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Grafton  Tyler,  of  his  native  town,  and  eventually 
entered  the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1848.  He  had  previously  attended 
Princeton  College,  and  there  obtained  a good 
scientific  and  literary  education.  After  practicing 
several  years  as  resident  physician  in  the  hospital 
connected  with  the  university,  he  returned  to 
Georgetown,  where  he  hung  out  his  shingle  and 
started  in  independent  work.  Six  years  passed, 
and  he  concluded  to  seek  another  field  of  endeavor. 
Liking  this  neighborhood,  and  being  fond  of  a 
pastoral  life,  he  bought  a farm  in  the  third  dis- 
trict, the  one  on  which  our  subject  was  born, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  death  combined  agri- 
cultural duties  with  those  of  his  profession.  He 
was  quite  successful,  and  in  addition  to  his  other 
enterprises,  established  the  drug  store  in  Oxford 
that  is  now  carried  on  by  his  son.  He  was  a 
Master  Mason,  and  joined  the  lodge  in  1866.  In 
the  Episcopal  Church  he  was  a valued  worker, 
and  a vestryman  for  years.  He  died  in  October, 
1890,  regretted  by  all  who  had  ever  come  under 
his  kindly  influence,  and  was  tenderly  placed  to 
rest  in  the  beautiful  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  near  his 
native  place,  Georgetown.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Anne  Spencer,  was  born  in  the 
third  district  of  Talbot  County,  and  is  now  re- 
siding with  her  son,  of  whom  we  write.  She  was 
the  mother  of  two  children,  but  the  other,  a son, 
Albert  E.,  died  in  infancy. 

The  early  years  of  Henry  S.  Matthews  were 
spent  upon  the  old  homestead  in  the  third  district, 
and  his  elementary  education  was  that  of  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  this  village.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  store  of 
Mitchell  & Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  a silent 
partner,  and  during  the  succeeding  three  years 
managed  to  acquire  a good  general  idea  of  busi- 
ness principles.  A Mr.  Beall  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  senior  partner,  and  our  subject  was 
also  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  was  styled 
Beall  & Matthews  for  the  next  two  years.  De- 
siring to  be  the  sole  owner,  he  bought  out  Mr. 
Beall’s  share,  and  has  since  continued  alone. 


The  drug  store  is  well  equipped  with  a general 
line  of  supplies  usually  carried  in  a complete 
establishment  of  the  kind. 

In  1883  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Matthews 
and  Susanna  Harrison,  and  to  them  has  been 
born  one  child,  Emory,  a bright  and  most  promis- 
ing youth.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  are  numbered  among  the  best 
people  in  the  village.  They  have  a nicely  ap- 
pointed home  and  enjoy  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life. 


ATHAN  J.  P.  TULL  is  well  known  in 
Somerset  County,  both  as  a merchant  and 
truck  farmer.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
general  store  at  Marion  Station,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which  he  has  shown  such  excellent  judg- 
ment that  he  has  established  a reputation  as  a 
reliable,  efficient  business  man.  Besides  this 
store,  he  also  superintends  his  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  situated  near  by,  and  said  to  be  the 
largest  truck  farm  in  the  county.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  strawberries,  to  which  forty 
acres  have  been  planted.  Though  busy  during 
the  entire  year,  naturally  his  busiest  season  is 
when  the  fruits  and  vegetables  ripen  and  have  to 
be  shipped  to  market,  and  at  the  same  time  his 
trade  in  the  store  is  also  unusually  heavy. 

Near  his  present  place  of  residence  Mr.  Tull 
was  born  in  January,  1843,  the  son  of  Nathan  T. 
and  Emeline  B.  (Parker)  Tull,  also  natives  of 
this  locality.  His  father  was  a large  laud  owner 
and  also  had  a number  of  slaves  in  the  days 
before  the  war.  Besides  farming,  he  carried  on  a 
large  tannery  at  Tulls  Corner.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  served  faithfully  and  long  as  a steward  and 
trustee.  A hard-working,  persevering  man,  of 
honest  and  energetic  character,  he  surrounded  his 
family  with  the  comforts  of  life,  and  rose  to  a posi- 
tion among  the  prosperous  men  of  his  county. 
He  died  when  fifty-seven  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
who,  like  himself,  was  an  earnest  Methodist,  died 
when  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  Of  their  eight 
children  six  are  now  living,  namely:  Rev.  Will- 


756 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


iam  T.  Tull,  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  Margaret  J., 
wife  of  John  B.  Ward;  Nathan  J.  P.;  Joseph  S., 
who  resides  near  Tulls  Corjier;  Annie  0.,  wife 
of  Isaac  T.  Connor,  of  Iowa;  and  John  E.,  whose 
home  is  in  Crisfield. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed 
on  the  home  farm  and  in  the  country  schools. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  Williamsport 
(Pa.)  College,  where  he  was  a student  for  two 
years,  and  afterward  he  taught  school  in  Somer- 
set County  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  opened  a general  store  near  Tulls 
Corner,  where  he  remained  for  a number  of  years, 
conducting  business  on  a small  scale.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Marion  Station,  where  he 
has  gradually  built  up  an  important  business. 
In  political  belief  he  is  a Democrat,  active  in  the 
party.  Since  1892  he  has  held  the  office  of  tax 
collector  for  his  district  and  from  1891  to  1893  he 
served  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  In  1876  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  F.,  eldest  daughter  of  Southey 
F.  Miles,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work. 
They  have  four  children:  Miles,  Harding  P., 
Christiana  M.  and  Edna  J.,  aged  respectively 
twenty,  fifteen,  thirteen  and  five. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  Church  has  an  inter- 
ested worker  in  Mr.  Tull,  who  was  a generous 
contributor  to  the  building  of  the  new  house  of 
worship  in  1895  and  has  otherwise  assisted  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  church  and  the  extension  of 
its  influence.  He  is  a financier  of  Charity  Lodge 
No.  35,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  one  of  the  grand 
officers  of  the  state.  In  the  Independent  Order 
of  Heptasophs  he  belongs  to  Marion  Conclave 
No.  70;  he  has  held  the  office  of  deputy  supreme 
arclion  for  eight  years  and  has  attended  all  the 
sessions  of  the  grand  body  of  that  order  during 
that  time. 


FRANK  WHITTINGTON  is  a well-to-do 
and  thrifty  young  farmer  of  Brinkleys  dis- 
>2/  trict,  Somerset  County.  He  is  a son  of 
Stephenson  Whittington  and  was  born  in  Law- 


sons district,  in  this  county,  in  1858.  His  father 
and  grandfather  (the  latter  Southey  Whittington) 
were  also  born  and  reared  in  that  district  and 
there  were  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits  dur- 
ing their  entire  adult  years.  The  grandfather  died 
at  the  ripe  age  of  four-score  years,  after  a busy 
and  useful  career.  T.he  father  of  our  subject  is 
still  living,  but  is  retired  from  active  cares  and  is 
passing  his  declining  years  in  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  the  competence  which  he  acquired  in  his  prime. 

S.  F.  Whittington  is  one  of  the  nine  children 
who  were  born  to  Stephenson  and  Jane  (Tull) 
Whittington.  Of  this  number  but  six  survive, 
S.  F.  being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  those  liv- 
ing. The  others  are  Eliza,  wife  of  N.  T.  Con- 
nor; Joseph  H.;  Charles  S.;  Emma  C.,  wife  of 
W.  H.  Hay  man;  and  Alfred  A.,  who  is  now 
superintending  the  old  home  place.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  born  in  this  district  and  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  died  when  in  her  seventy-seventh 
j^ear,  and  her  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  by  a 
host  of  sincere  friends  in  this  community. 

The  boyhood  of  the  subject  of  this  article  was 
passed  in  the  usual  manner  of  country  lads,  and 
by  the  time  that  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority 
he  was  a thorough  and  practical  master  of  the  de- 
tails of  farming.  He  received  a fair  general  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  and  is  to-day  a 
man  of  wide  information  and  broad  understand- 
ing. When  he  was  twenty-two  years  old  he 
purchased  the  place  known  as  the  Cahoon  farm, 
near  Tulls  Corner,  and  here  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  put  up  several  new  buildings 
and  has  made  many  substantial  improvements, 
thus  adding  greatly  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the 
place.  The  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the  raising  of 
various  kinds  of  grain,  vegetables,  etc.  Mr. 
Whittington  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and 
is  a very  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  official  board  of 
the  church,  has  been  a steward  and  trustee  and  is 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Since  be- 
coming a voter  he  has  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  principles  and  nominees  of  the  Republican 
party.  July  29,  1884,  he  married  Sallie  Adams, 
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daughter  of  Samuel  T.  Adams,  of  this  district,  and 
they  have  two  bright,  promising  sons,  Austin  L. 
and  Norman  T. 


HARLES  E.  HENDERSON,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal 
and  Iron  Company,  and  second  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Philadelphia  & Reading  Railroad  Com- 
pany, has  his  office  and  city  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  spends  a portion  of  each  year  at  his 
beautiful  country  home,  The  Rest,  in  Easton 
district,  Talbot  County.  The  estate  comprises 
one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  Miles  River, 
but  a short  distance  from  the  city  of  Easton,  and 
was  formerly  the  country  seat  of  Admiral  Buchan- 
an, but  was  purchased  by  the  present  owner  in 
1892. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Henderson  family 
in  America  was  Alexander  Henderson,  a native 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  His  son,  Richard,  was  the 
father  of  John,  a native  of  Montgomery  County, 
Md. , and  the  latter  had  a son,  Richard,  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  1801.  The  last- 
named,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a 
man  of  upright,  noble  character,  married  Eliza- 
beth Ann  Beall  English,  a daughter  of  David 
English,  a banker  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Rich- 
ard Henderson  died  in  i860  and  his  wife  passed 
away  twenty-seven  years  later.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Sarah  T., 

widow  of  William  T.  Daugherty,  an  attorney  of 
Jefferson  County,  W.  Va. ; John,  deceased,  who 
was  a successful  civil  engineer,  was  chief  engin- 
eer in  charge  of  construction  of  the  Delaware  & 
Chesapeake  Railroad,  and  built  a road  in  Cuba; 
David,  who  resides  in  Jefferson  County,  W.  Va.; 
Janet,  wife  of  John  Hilleary,  of  Roanoke,  Va.; 
Arianna,  a missionary  in  Brazil;  Elizabeth,  wife 
"of  Dr.  John  W.  Hilleary,  of  Frederick  County, 
Md.;  Richard,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead 
in  Jefferson  County,  W.  Va.;  Charles  E.;  Minnie, 
who  lives  in  Roanoke,  Va.;  George,  residing  in 
Kensington,  Pa.;  and  Norman  F.,  whose  home 
is  in  the  state  of  Washington. 


At  the  family  home  in  Jefferson  County,  W. 
Va.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Septem- 
ber 25,  1844.  When  a youth  he  attended  school 
in  Georgetown,  D.  C.  He  studied  medicine  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1869.  Afterward  he  was  resident 
physician  in  Bayview  Hospital,  Baltimore,  for  a 
year,  and  then  opened  an  office  in  Martinsburg, 
W.  Va  , where  he  practiced  for  a year.  Believing 
however,  that  a business  life  would  be  more  con- 
genial, he  retired  from  professional  work  and 
went  to  Fort  Scott,  Kan.,  where  he  secured  a po- 
sition as  clerk  to  the  railroad  agent.  Four  months 
later  he  went  to  Kansas  City  as  clerk  to  the  general 
freight  and  passenger  agent  of  the  Missouri  River, 
Fort  Scott  & Gulf  Railroad,  in  whose  office  he 
remained  for  three  years.  He  was  then  made 
chief  clerk  to  the  general  superintendent  of  the 
same  road,  and  when  the  superintendent  was 
made  receiver  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  & 
Galveston  Railroad,  Mr.  Henderson  was  given 
charge  of  the  land  department  of  the  same  road, 
at  the  same  time  remaining  in  the  position  of 
chief  clerk  to  the  superintendent.  Nine  years 
were  spent  in  that  wTay,  after  which  for  a year  he 
was  inspector  of  new  routes  for  the  Kansas  City, 
Fort  Scott  & Gulf  Railroad,  and  was  also  confi- 
dential agent  for  the  buying  up  of  the  stock  and 
bonds  of  lines  acquired  by  this  company.  His 
next  appointment  was  that  of  general  freight  and 
passenger  agent  of  the  Atchison  & Nebraska 
Railroad,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  road 
was  sold  to  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & Quincy. 
Immediately  after  the  sale,  as  auditor  and  cash- 
ier he  entered  the  service  of  the  Indianapolis, 
Bloomington  & Western  Railroad,  then  was  as- 
sistant general  manager  of  the  road  for  six  months, 
general  manager  for  eight  years  and  receiver  for 
one  year.  Upon  the  re-organization  of  the  road 
he  was  general  manager  for  one  year,  and  during 
the  same  time  was  manager  of  the  Ohio  Southern 
Road,  receiver  of  the  Danville,  Albany  & Ohio 
River  Railroad,  and  agent  for  the  purchasers  of 
the  Cincinnati,  Dayton  & Ironton  Railroad. 

For  ten  years  Mr.  Henderson  made  his  home 
in  Indianapolis,  but  finally,  in  1891,  severed  his 
connection  with  the  roads  of  that  city  and  went 
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to  Philadelphia  as  general  manager  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  December  i,  1896, 
he  was  appointed  second  vice-president  of  the 
Philadelphia  & Reading  Railway.  Asa  business 
man  he  is  keen,  far-seeing  and  discriminating, 
possessing  the  tact,  energy  and  sagacity  that  are 
necessary  to  success.  October  22,  1879,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  M.  Lynn,  whose  father,  William 
Lynn,  was  at  one  time  treasurer  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Charles  E.  and  William  L. 


^jEORGE  ALBERT  THOMPSON  has  been 
closely  associated  with  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  Dorchester  County  since  his 
earliest  recollections.  He  was  born  upon  the 
homestead  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  carrying 
on,  it  being  situated  in  East  New  Market  dis- 
trict, near  the  town  of  the  same  name.  With  the 
exception  of  three  years  when  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  another  part  of  this  county  he  has 
been  a resident  of  this  locality  during  his  entire 
existence,  and  has  been  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits  since  he  was  able  to  handle  a spade  or 
hoe.  He  personally  supervises  all  work  and  im- 
provements in  progress  upon  his  farm,  and  keeps 
everything  up  in  a neat  and  thrifty  condition. 

The  youngest  and  only  survivor  of  a family 
numbering  several  children,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
born  May  24,  1843,  his  parents  being  Mitchell 
and  Celia  (Webster)  Thompson,  both  natives  of 
this  county.  The  father  was  for  years  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  this  district, 
and  deserved  great  credit  for  the  success  he 
achieved  in  a financial  way,  as  he  began  the  bat- 
tle of  life  empty-handed.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  kind  and  generous  to  the  poor  and 
afflicted.  The  father  was  a son  of  Thomas 
Thompson,  and  was  of  direct  English  descent. 

George  A.  Thompson  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
old  home.  His  brother,  Thomas,  died  when  a 
young  man,  and  another  brother,  James  M.,  also 


died  after  reaching  maturity.  A sister,  Eliza- 
beth, married  James  R.  Donoho,  and  she  died 
when  fifty  years  of  age.  They  all  attended  the 
public  school  of  their  home  district,  mastering 
the  rudiments  of  an  education  to  which  the 
knowledge  acquired  by  observation  and  experi- 
ence and  reading  equipped  them  for  the  practical 
necessities  of  their  future.  The  boys  were 
trained  in  all  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  were 
early  initiated  into  the  first  principles  of  success, 
industry  and  perseverance.  Their  parents  drilled 
them  constantly  in  those  things  which  make  good 
citizens,  neighbors  and  friends,  and  habits  of 
thinking  and  action  then  formed  became  the 
basis  of  all  the  nobility  and  uprightness  of  their 
characters.  At  last  our  subject  commenced  his 
independent  life  as  a farmer,  and  so  well  has  he 
been  prospered  that  he  now  owns  a valuable  tract 
of  land  of  about  three  hundred  acres.  He  has 
made  substantial  improvements  upon  the  place 
until  it  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  county.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat 
and  has  served  two  terms  as  a judge  of  the 
orphans’  court  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
He  and  his  family  are  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church  and  are  generous  contributors  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  same. 

July  2,  1868,  when  about  twenty-five  years 
old,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Sarah  Olivia  Hearn, 
daughter  of  Burton  and  Charlotte  (Smith)  Hearn, 
and  to  them  the  following  children  have  been 
born:  Charles  M.,  Jasper  L-,  Annie  E. , Celia, 
Leila,  Lottie,  Mattie,  George,  Grace  and  Myra. 
They  are  bright,  ambitious,  energetic  young 
people  of  whom  any  parent  might  justly  be  proud 
and  are  qualified  both  by  nature  and  training  to 
occupy  and  grace  any  station  of  life  to  which  they 
may  be  called. 


OHN  N.  USILTON.  The  lives  of  some 
men  teach  the  important  lesson  that  in  spite 
of  early  disadvantages,  in  spite  of  many 
obstacles,  and  in  spite  of  lack  of  opportunity, 
success  may  be  secured  and  prosperity  attained. 
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When  a boy  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
obliged  to  work  almost  constantly,  and  from  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  The  advantages  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion which  the  children  of  to-day  enjoy  did  not 
fall  to  his  lot.  Notwithstanding  this  he  became 
an  expert  bookkeeper  and  accountant  and  a keen 
business  man.  During  the  long  period  of  his 
service  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion, with  accustomed  diligence,  to  a strict  and 
impartial  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him.  He  was  also  employed  both  by  residents 
and  non-residents  in  the  care  and  management  of 
real  estate  and  the  collection  of  accounts  and 
rents. 

The  life  which  this  article  sketches  began  in 
the  second  district  of  Kent  County,  February  26, 
1815,  and  closed  in  Chestertown  June  18,  1885. 
In  duration  it  covered  sixty-nine  years,  three 
months  and  twenty -three  days.  When  a mere 
child  Mr.  Usilton  began  to  make  his  own  liveli- 
hood, but  the  necessity  thus  forced  upon  him,  in- 
stead of  being  detrimental,  was  probably  the 
cause  of  the  energetic  and  persevering  disposi- 
tion which  he  afterward  possessed.  Through 
his  enterprise  he  accumulated  a valuable  prop- 
erty, all  of  which  was  bequeathed  to  his  wife. 
For  years  he  was  a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  he  stood  high.  The 
cause  of  temperance  had  in  him  one  of  its  strong 
and  stanch  advocates.  Politically  he  espoused 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Usilton  was  Sarah  M.  Potter, 
who  was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y. , the  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Ann  M.  Potter.  Her  maternal 
grandmother  belonged  to  the  Lake  family,  which 
was  prominent  and  wealthy  and  owned  a vast 
estate  on  the  Hudson.  She  owns  the  old  farm 
in  Kent  County,  besides  a farm  in  Broad  Neck 
and  valuable  property  in  Chestertown.  Her  only 
son,  John  Gale  Usilton,  was  educated  in  the  mili- 
tary academy  at  Chester,  Pa. , where  he  spent 
three  years.  Afterward  he  went  to  Texas,  and 
during  the  three  years  he  remained  there  he  met 
and  married  Miss  Lucia  Grover.  He  now  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  in  Kent  County, 
where  he  gives  his  attention  to  farm  work.  He 


and  his  wife  have  two  children,  Herbert  and 
Clarence. 

Mr.  Usilton  was  chosen  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  the  high  character  of  his  service  was  indi- 
cated by  his  re-election.  However,  he  had  re- 
tired to  his  farm  before  he  died.  He  took  a warm 
interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  was  a contributor  both  of  time  and 
money  to  causes  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  The  years  that  have  elapsed  since  his 
death  have  not  dimmed  his  memory  in  the  hearts 
of  others.  His  life  still  stands  out  as  a synonym 
for  integrity  and  enterprise  and  all  those  virtues 
that  appeal  to  the  minds  of  men.  The  good 
that  he  accomplished  will  live  in  years  to  come, 
and  his  unconscious  influence  will  be  felt  in 
many  ways  that  will  prove  of  helpfulness  to  the 
people. 


JAMES  TULL,  president  of  the  town 
council  of  Pocomoke  City, Worcester  County, 
_ and  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  our  high 
school,  is  a leading  business  man  of  the  place  and 
is  actively  concerned  in  whatever  effects  the 
progress  of  this  community.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  ship  building  and  repairing  of  boats 
ever  since  he  attained  his  majority  and  is  a 
thorough  master  of  the  craft.  From  Christmas, 
1896,  to  April,  1897,  he  ran  a passenger  and 
freight  boat,  the  Bertie  E.  Tull,  between  Bal- 
timore and  Snow  Hill  and  intermediate  points. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  John  C.  and 
Jane  Tull,  natives  of  Maryland.  E.  J.  Tull  was 
born  near  Westover,  Somerset  County,  January 
19,  1850,  on  the  paternal  farm,  and  there  passed 
his  boyhood  days,  his  education  being  derived 
from  the  district  schools.  He  continued  to  give 
his  time  and  services  to  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  old  homestead  until  he  arrived  at 
his  majority,  when  he  came  to  this  village.  He 
found  employment  in  the  shipyards  of  William 
J.  S.  Clark  & Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm 
six  years.  Having  become  a fine  workman  and 
thoroughly  understanding  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness, he  formed  a partnership  with  Hall  Brothers 
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&Co.,  with  whom  he  passed  the  succeeding  ten 
years.  In  1S84  he  leased  the  W.  J.  S.  Clark 
ship  yards,  located  on  the  Pocomoke  River,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  boat  building  ever  since. 
Some  time  ago  he  superintended  the  construction 
of  a steamship  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet 
long,  twenty- four  feet  wide  and  eleven  feet  deep. 
A medal  was  awarded  him  at  the  Chicago  World’s 
Fair  on  his  model  of  an  oyster  boat,  which  was 
exhibited  in  the  Transportation  building.  He 
makes  schooners,  steamers  and  boats  of  all  kinds 
and  has  under  him  from  fifteen  to  sixty  men,  as 
the  work  requires.  At  present  he  has  under  way 
a yacht  for  Thomas  Dixon,  Jr.,  of  New  York 
City.  In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school. 

In  1870  Mr.  Tull  married  Matilda  McDaniels, 
who  departed  this  life  eight  years  later,  leaving 
four  children,  Edward,  Underwood,  Bertie  and 
Bessie.  Underwood  and  Edward  are  now  work- 
ing with  their  father  as  ship  builders.  In  1881 
Mr.  Tull  married  Miss  Anna  Ross,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  daughters:  Mattie,  Cassie, 
Jennie  and  Gertrude. 


OHN  S.  GRIFFITH,  of  Easton,  Md.,isone 
of  our  influential,  progressive  business  men, 
and.  owes  to  his  own  individual  efforts  the 
high  place  he  holds  to-day  in  commercial  circles. 
He  is  literally  what  is  termed  a self-made  man, 
for  he  commenced  business  without  capital  and 
has  steadily  worked  his  way  to  the  front  by  the 
exercise  of  industry  and  undaunted  perseverance. 
Such  a man  deserves  success,  and  usually  obtains 
what  he  seeks  in  the  end. 

Born  in  Newark,  Del.,  J.  S.  Griffith  is  a son  of 
David  B.  Griffith,  a native  of  the  same  state.  The 
date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is  December  11,  1852, 
and  when  he  was  scarcely  a year  old  his  parents 
removed  to  Kent  County,  Md.  David  B.  was  a 
merchant  in  his  early  career,  but  later  devoted 


himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  About  1867  he 
came  to  Talbot  County,  and  from  that  time  until 
shortly  before  his  death  was  actively  occu- 
pied. He  died  in  1871,  when  in  his  forty-fifth 
year.  For  several  years  he  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  acceptably  as  county  commissioner. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Wales,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  becoming  very  well  off  in  this 
world’s  goods,  and  was  a great  worker  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  came  to  America  with  two 
brothers,  one  of  whom  went  to  California,  and 
left  a large  estate  and  wealth  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Grandfather  Griffith  had  a family  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  all  of  them  grew  up 
to  lives  of  usefulness.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Julia,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Julia  Sutton. 
The  latter  died  when  about  sixty-five  years  of  age, 
but  Mrs.  Julia  Griffith  is  still  living,  and  is  a resi- 
dent of  Baltimore.  Of  her  seven  children  the 
following  are  living:  John  S.,  who  is  the  eldest; 
Alice,  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Woodall,  Jr.,  of  Kent 
County;  Ella,  who  married  Thomas  Hoppe,  of 
Chesapeake  City,  Md.;  Margaret,  with  her  moth- 
er in  Baltimore;  Lizzie,  married  and  residing  in 
Baltimore;  and  David,  of  the  same  city,  engaged 
in  the  commission  business  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law. 

J.  S.  Griffith  was  given  a good  education  in  the 
schools  of  Easton,  and  in  1871  started  out  to 
make  a place  for  himself  in  the  world  of  com- 
merce. His  first  effort  was  as  a clerk  with  the 
firm  of  Thompson  & Kersey;  and  so  well  did  he 
succeed,  that  he  was  in  charge  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness inside  of  six  months.  He  built  up  a fine, 
extensive  trade  and  was  considered  a most  valu- 
able man  by  the  firm.  He  continued  in  their  em- 
ploy for  over  ten  years,  when,  in  1880,  he 
embarked  in  a venture  of  his  own,  which  he  has 
since  managed  with  great  ability,  having  had 
past  experience  in  this  line.  In  addition  to  this, 
he  has  assisted  various  other  local  enterprises 
and  is  a stockholder  in  the  telephone  company 
here,  and  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  its  establish- 
ment. 

I11  1877  Mr.  Griffith  married  Kate  E.  Lynch, 
of  Easton.  Her  people,  William  and  Elizabeth 
Lynch,  are  wealthy  and  leading  citizens  in  busi- 
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ness  and  social  affairs  here.  By  their  marriage 
our  subject  and  wife  had  an  infant  daughter 
named  in  honor  of  her  mother,  but  she  was  not 
left  to  cheer  their  home,  as  she  was  too  pure  and 
frail  a blossom  for  earth.  The  family  have  a very 
handsome  home,  the  abode  of  culture  and  open- 
hearted  hospitality.  They  attend  the  services  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  Mr.  Griffith 
is  active  in  the  Odd  Fellows’  society.  In  ques- 
tions of  political  bearing  he  is  to  be  found  on  the 
side  of  the  Democracy. 


HARLES  H.  FLEMING.  Just  after  the 
war  this  respected  citizen  of  Caroline  County 
became  a resident  of  the  sixth  district,  hav- 
ing permanently  cast  in  his  lot  with  our  people. 
To  his  original  purchase  of  farm  land  he  has  con- 
stantly added,  until  he  is  now  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  nearly  five  hundred  acres.  It  is  all  well- 
improved  and  valuable  property,  and  in  addition 
to  this  he  owns  considerable  land  in  the  town  of 
Hillsborough.  He  has  made  a success  of  farm- 
ing, because  of  his  undoubted  talent  for  business, 
and  on  account  of  his  unflagging  industry  and 
perseverance  in  whatever  he  sets  out  to  accom- 
plish. He  will  not  be  daunted  by  obstacles  that 
would  make  the  spirit  of  many  men  quail,  but 
overcomes  them  as  they  present  themselves,  and 
goes  forth  with  redoubled  energy  to  meet  new 
difficulties. 

A native  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  Charles  H. 
Fleming  is  a son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Turner) 
Fleming,  and  was  born  February  15,  1833.  The 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Kent  County  also, 
and  their  family  numbered  seven  children,  of 
whom  four  are  now  deceased.  Those  living  are 
Charles  H.,  Thomas  L.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth. 
The  father  of  Nathan  Fleming  bore  the  Christian 
name  of  Benniah.  He  was  born  in  Delaware,  be- 
came an  extensive  landholder  in  Kent  County, 
and  was  a hero  of  the  war  of  1812.  His  father, 
in  turn,  was  William  Fleming,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  settled  upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
in  Delaware  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in 
which  conflict  he  participated. 


Up  to  his  twenty-second  year  C.  H.  Fleming 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  attending  the 
district  schools,  until  he  had  mastered  what 
knowledge  was  there  to  be  obtained.  Since  ar- 
riving at  mature  years  he  has  given  himself  ex- 
clusively to  agricultural  enterprises,  and  has  won 
success.  He  has  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
since  becoming  a voter,  and  is  always  prompt  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duties. 

December  24,  1854,  Mr.  Fleming  married 
Frances  Powell,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Delaware,  and  whose  grandfather,  George  Pow- 
ell, was  a veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  later 
was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Kent  County, 
Del.  Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fleming:  Frances  J.,  Mary  E.,  Cyrenius  C., 

Sarah  M.,  Susan  C.,  William  F.,  George  S., 
James  W.  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The 
family  are  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  the 
services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
parents  being  members  of  the  denomination. 
They  have  a pleasant  and  happy  home,  where 
they  are  surrounded  with  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life,  as  well  as  being  comfortably  provided  for  in 
every  way. 


ILEY  M.  STEVENSON,  chief  of  the  fire 
department  of  Pocomoke  City  since  1892, 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  things  which 
have  for  their  object  the  prosperity  of  his  com- 
munity, and  has  been  identified  with  numerous 
local  enterprises.  In  1872,  having  remodelled  a 
building,  he  started  a grist-mill  here,  and  in  1891 
placed  improved  modern  machinery  in  the  mill, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  flour  by  the  roller  process.  Besides  turning 
out  various  kinds  of  meal,  feed,  etc.,  the  mill  has 
a capacity  of  fifty  barrels  of  flour  per  day. 

R.  M.  Stevenson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Snow 
Hill,  Worcester  County,  November  22,  1845.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  F.  and  Maria  Stevenson, 
natives  of  Maryland.  He  is  largely  self-educated 
and  is  to-day  a man  of  wide  and  general  informa- 
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tion  as  a result  of  his  well-applied  study  and 
reading.  When  he  was  about  fifteen  years  old 
he  took  a position  as  an  engineer  on  a steamboat, 
and  was  thus  occupied  for  five  or  more  years.  In 
1865  he  came  to  Pocomoke  City  and  opened  a 
wood-working  establishment,  where  all  kinds  of 
dpors,  windows,  blinds  and  moldings  for  house 
builders  were  manufactured.  This  plant  was 
successfully  carried  on  by  Mr.  Stevenson  until 
1872,  when  he  concluded  to  remodel  the  build- 
ing, converting  it  into  a grist-mill. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stevenson  married  Miss  Bettie  M. 
Merrill,  and  of  their  four  children,  one,  Willie, 
is  deceased,  while  the  others  are  Bessie,  Riley 
P.  and  Mary.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  an  elder  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order, 
being  connected  with  Crescent  Lodge  No.  178,  of 
Pocomoke  City.  He  is  also  a Knight  of  Pythias, 
being  a member  of  Pocomoke  Lodge  No.  96.  For 
six  years  he  was  master  of  finance  with  the  last- 
named  lodge,  and  with  the  Masonic  lodge  he  was 
the  treasurer  for  several  years.  He  is  a faithful 
and  consistent  Christian,  upright  and  honorable 
in  all  his  business  dealings,  and  in  all  circles, 
whether  of  commerce,  society  or  church,  he  is 
very  highly  respected  and  looked  up  to,  as  he 
deserves. 


NON.  WILLIAM  D.  HOPKINS,  who  served 
to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  numerous 
friends  and  fellow-citizens  as  a member  of 
the  house  of  delegates  in  the  Maryland  legis- 
lature of  1896,  is  thoroughly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected and  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Cambridge,  Dorchester  County,  his  well-equipped 
grocery  being  situated  in  the  Masonic  Temple. 
He  has  been  a very  important  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment and  increasing  popularity  of  the  West 
End  as  a place  of  residence,  and  his  own  invest- 
ments in  real  estate  here  and  elsewhere  have  been 
very  profitable. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  living  son  in  a family 
of  ten  children,  two,  Joseph  H.  and  Purnell  J., 
having  died.  The  others  are  as  follows:  Sarah 


E.,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Stewart,  of  Norfolk,  Va.;  W.  D. ; 
Laura  M. , wife  of  J.  Ben  Brown,  an  architect  of 
Cambridge  (see  his  sketch);  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
A.  J.  Foble,  a manufacturer  of  this  place,  whose 
history  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  volume; 
Thomas  J.,  a sailor  and  owner  of  two  vessels, 
and  a resident  of  Baltimore;  John  W.,  a mer- 
chant, whose  home  is  upon  the  James  River  in 
Virginia;  J.  Richard,  a partner  of  John  W.;  Ed- 
win C.,  a grocer  of  Cambridge;  and  Annie,  wife 
of  V.  L-  Rea,  a brick  manufacturer  of  this  town. 
Their  parents  were  William  and  Eliza  (Brooks) 
Hopkins.  The  father  is  still  living  in  Cam- 
bridge, but  his  fond  and  faithful  wife  died  some 
fifteen  years  ago. 

The  birth  of  Hon.  William  D.  Hopkins  took 
place  April  3,  1847,  and  he  was  reared  in  this 
district.  P'rom  his  nineteenth  to  his  twenty-third 
year  he  followed  the  life  of  a sailor,  but  after  his 
marriage  he  settled  down  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  Church  Creek.  He  was  occupied 
in  business  at  that  point  for  about  six  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Cambridge.  The  succeed- 
ing three  years  he  sailed  upon  the  inland  waters 
of  the  bay,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing for  a period.  About  this  time  he  worked  to 
some  extent  in  the  ship  yards  here  as  a ship  car- 
penter. Since  1890  he  has  conducted  a grocery,  at 
first  being  located  at  the  corner  of  Locust  street 
and  West  End  avenue,  but  removed  to  his  present 
place  of  business  in  1894.  He  is  building  a num- 
ber of  substantial  and  attractive  houses  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  is  selling  and  subdividing  property 
which  he  has  purchased  from  time  to  time  in  the 
•West  End.  For  the  past  twenty  years,  perhaps, 
this  district  (congressional)  has  been  practically 
in  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  but  in  1896  there 
were  elected  three  Republican  legislators,  viz. : 
W.  D.  Hopkins,  William  Spry  Bradley,  of  Hur- 
lock,  and  Charles  M.  Wingate,  of  Lake  district, 
they  having  a majority  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
votes.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hopkins  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order,  as  a member  of  the 
blue  lodge  and  chapter,  and  is  also  associated 
with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Chain. 

In  1872  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Miss  Margaret 
P. , daughter  of  Samuel  Christopher,  a ship- 
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builder,  formerly  of  Church  Creek.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  has  been  blessed  with 
ten  children,  of  whom  five  survive,  as  follows: 
Uhlan  D.,  a member  of  the  firm  of  W.  D.  Hop- 
kins & Son,  and  also  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness here;  Eliza  B.,  Addie,  Arthur  and  Ethel. 
Mrs.  Hopkins,  a lady  of  charming  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  family  attend  its  serv- 
ices. They  have  a very  pleasant  home,  built 
recently,  in  modern  style,  and  furnished  in  re- 
fined taste. 


WEN  C.  BLADES  is  an  enterprising  farmer 
and  fruit-grower  of  the  fourth  district  of 
Caroline  County,  of  which  locality  he  is  a 
native.  His  finely  kept  homestead  is  situated 
adjoining  the  village  of  Choptank,  in  fact  a por- 
tion of  the  town  has  been  built  upon  land  which 
was  originally  comprised  within  the  limits  of 
the  farm.  He  is  a thorough  aud  practical  agri- 
culturist, having  been  trained  to  the  life  from 
his  earliest  recollections.  Upon  his  place  he 
raises  a general  line  of  cereals  and  excellent 
varieties  of  fruit  and  other  produce. 

The  Blades  family  were  early  settlers  of  Mary- 
land, having  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  a small 
company  who  left  their  old  home  in  the  mother 
country,  England,  to  fouqd  new  homes  in  hospit- 
able America.  Grandfather  Isaiah  Blades  was 
born,  reared  to  maturity  and  was  buried,  at  the 
close  of  his  useful  and  busy  career,  upon  the  old 
farm  now  owned  by  Captain  Cockran.  He  was 
a good  financier  and  was  quite  wealthy  at  one 
time,  leaving  large  estates  to  his  several  chil- 
dren, and  much  of  the  land  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  members  of  the  family.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  Isaiah  C.  and  Milcath  (Todd) 
Blades,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Samuel  Todd. 
Isaiah  Blades  was  born  in  what  was  then  called 
Fowling  Creek,  but  now  known  as  Union  Grove, 
and  there  he  was  brought  up.  He  married  in 
that  locality  and  to  himself  and  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  Anthony,  who  died  un- 


married; Eli  K.,  who  died,  leaving  no  children; 
Julia  E , who  became  the  wife  of  James  Payne, 
and  left  a family  of  four  little  ones  at  her  death; 
Irene,  wife  of  Capt.  N.  J.  Cockran;  Christina, 
widow  of  Poulson  E.  Hubbard;  Armelia,  who 
married  Robert  Patton;  Martha,  Mrs.  J.  P.  J. 
Hubbard;  Owen  C. ; and  Emily,  wife  of  W.  T. 
A.  Lockerman,  of  Easton. 

Owen  C.  Blades  was  born  March  13,  1848,  in 
the  fourth  district  and  has  always  resided  here. 
He  has  taken  great  interest  in  all  progressive 
movements  in  this  locality,  and  is  to  be  found 
upon  the  side  of  good  government  and  order  at 
all  times.  He  purchased  the  farm  he  now  oper- 
ates in  1884,  moved  here  the  following  year,  and 
has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  it.  In 
political  matters  he  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
favor  of  the  Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs. 

I11  1869  a marriage  ceremony  united  the  fort- 
unes of  Mr.  Blades  and  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Fountain, 
daughter  of  William  and  Maria  (Hubbard) 
Fountain.  They  have  had  seven  children,  viz. : 
Minnie  M.,  wife  of  Clarence  E.  Smith;  Alva  F. , 
Luther  L.,  Anah  L-,  Elsie,  George  V.  and  Nor- 
man R.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church  and  are  liberal  in  their 
donations  to  all  worthy  local  benevolences. 


ROF.  M.  BATES  STEPHENS,  examiner  of 
schools  and  one  of  the  most  influential  citi- 
zens of  Denton,  was  born  October  5,  1862, 
in  what  is  known  as  Tuckahoe  Neck,  Caroline 
County.  He  is  a son  of  William  B.  Stephens,  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  Del. , who  came  to  Caroline 
County  in  1858  and  settled  upon  a farm.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  management  of  his  estate  he  held 
the  office  of  collector  of  taxes  for  four  years.  I11 
politics  he  adhered  to  the  Democratic  policy  and 
was  warmly  interested  in  party  matters.  His 
death  occurred  in  1884.  He  was  a son  of  Thomas 
C.  Stephens,  a native  and  life-long  resident  of 
Delaware. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah,  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  Wooters,  and  member  of  an  old  Dela- 
ware family.  She  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
that  state,  in  1833,  an<^  died  in  Caroline  County 
in  1878.  Her  family  comprised  three  sons, 
namely:  James  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mer- 

cantile business  at  Crisfield,  Md. ; John  W. , a 
farmer  at  Burrsville,  Caroline  County;  and  M. 
Bates.  The  last-named  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm.  His  primary  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  entered  Greensborough  Academy, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  two  years. 
In  1880  he  matriculated  in  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  would  have  graduated 
had  not  the  death  of  his  father  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  return  home.  However,  he  carried  on 
his  studies  alone  and  was  given  the  degree  of  A. 
M.  by  the  college. 

Selecting  for  his  life  work  the  calling  of  a 
teacher,  he  has  since  given  his  entire  attention  to 
that  occupation,  and  in  it  has  met  with  deserved 
success.  For  a time  he  was  principal  of  the 
Greensborough  schools.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
examiner  of  schools,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
since  rendered  efficient  service.  Politically  he 
adheres  to  Democratic  principles,  and  for  several 
years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
central  committee  for  Caroline  County.  He 
takes  an  interest  in  Masonry  and  is  now  secretary 
of  the  blue  lodge. 


ROBERT  W.  RANDALL  is  a public-spirited 
citizen  of  the  town  of  East  New  Market, 
Dorchester  County,  and  has  served  in  the 
capacity  of  town  commissioner  here,  having  been 
elected  upon  the  Democratic  ticket.  Though  not 
a native  of  Maryland  or  even  of  America,  he  is 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  people  of  this 
community  and,  after  having  traveled  consider- 
ably in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  he  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  natural  ad- 
vantages of  this  portion  of  the  state  are  rarely 
surpassed.  With  the  greatest  cities  of  this  conti- 
nent affording  a fine  market  for  our  farm  and 


manufactured  products,  without  long  and  expen- 
sive transportation,  few,  perhaps,  realize  as 
earnestly  as  he  does  what  this  has  meant,  and  will 
in  the  future  mean  to  the  favored  inhabitants  of 
“my  Maryland.’’ 

R.  W.  Randall  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  October  22,  1842,  and  when  a small 
boy  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  parents  and 
settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  There  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  was  given  liberal  educational  ad- 
vantages. He  early  gave  his  entire  allegiance  to 
his  adopted  country,  and  was  but  nineteen  years 
of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  stars 
and  stripes  which  he  loved.  He  was  placed  in 
Company  L,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
commanded  by  Capt.  John  A.  Reynolds,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1861  proceeded  with  them  to  Balti- 
more, and  in  that  city  spent  the  winter.  The 
following  spring  they  went  to  the  front,  joining 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  from  that 
time  until  at  the  battle  of  Antietam  Mr.  Randall 
was  wounded  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  He  had 
seen  active  and  gallant  service,  and  he  was  not 
again  required  to  report  for  duty,  owing  to  his 
disability,  though  he  was  not  finally  mustered 
out  until  November,  1865. 

July  4,  1864,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Randall  and  Miss  Mary  Throp,  in  Muncie, 
Pa.,  and  a few  years  later  they  removed  to  this 
district,  where  they  resided  upon  a farm  some 
eight  or  nine  years.  In  1881  he  engaged  in 
milling  here  and  has  since  followed  this  business 
with  good  financial  results.  He  also  handles 
coal,  lumber  and  shingles,  and  in  connection 
with  his  many  other  ventures,  has  recently  estab- 
lished a roller-mill.  He  owns  a valuable  farm 
near  the  village,  and  superintends  its  cultivation. 

The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  is  Ella, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Willis,  of  East 
New  Market.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Randall  is  a sociable, 
genial  man,  and  always  accustomed  to  look  upon 
the  bright  side  of  things,  and  for  these  reasons, 
as  well  as  on  account  of  the  fact  that  his  genuine 
goodness  of  character  is  well  known,  he  is  a 
general  favorite  with  all  his  fellow-citizens.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Eliza  (Jarvis)  Randall, 
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both  of  whom  died  in  Rochester,  N.  where 
they  had  lived  ever  since  their  arrival  in  America. 
They  left  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are:  Mary, 
Mrs.  Harry  Kemp;  Eliza,  Emma,  Lucy,  Lillie 
and  Harry. 


AMES  ARTHUR  SAXTON.  A life-long 
resident  of  Dorchester  County,  Mr.  Saxton 
was  born  in  1845  in  the  district  of  New  Mar- 
ket, where  he  now  resides.  The  concentration 
of  his  attention  upon  lines  of  work  connected 
with  agriculture  has  enabled  him  to  gain  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  every  department  connected 
with  the  occupation  and  has  developed  qualities 
of  energy,  industry  and  perseverance  that  have 
assisted  him  in  the  accumulation  of  a valuable 
property.  His  farm  is  situated  near  East  New 
Market  and  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  acres  of  fertile  land,  upon  which  have  been 
placed  improvements  that  make  the  homestead 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  district. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  J.  Saxton, 
was  the  first  member  of  his  family  to  settle  in 
Maryland.  Born  and  reared  in  Delaware,  he 
there  married  a sister  of  William  P.  Smithers,  of 
that  state.  After  the  birth  of  one  son,  William, 
and  the  death  of  the  mother,  he  came  to  Dor- 
chester Ccfunty , where  he  married  Harriet,  widow 
of  Whiteley  Beckwith  and  daughter  of  Jacob 
Howard,  the  latter  a direct  descendant  of  Roger 
Williams.  Jacob  Howard  and  John  Webster, 
father  of  Samuel  L.  Webster,  married  sisters, 
Leah  and  Rebecca  Simmons,  respectively,  daugh- 
ters of  Levin  Simmons.  The  first  husband  of 
Mrs.  Saxton  had  three  children  by  his  marriage 
to  her.  He  was  a widower  with  one  child. 
For  some  time  our  subject’s  father  lived  in  Cam- 
bridge, but  in  January,  1845,  he  came  to  East 
New  Market  and  the  following  year  he  settled 
on  the  farm  his  son  now  owns. 

Here  the  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were 
passed.  At  sixteen,  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  assumed  charge  of  the  old  homestead.  In 
1878  he  embarked  in  the  phosphate  and  agri- 


cultural implement  business,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  upon  an  extensive  scale,  having  sold 
more  farm  implements  than  anyone  else  in  the 
county  during  the  twenty  years  he  has  been  in 
the  business.  In  1870  he  married  James- Anna, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Le  Compte,  who  was  at 
onetime  a leading  citizen  of  the  county.  Four 
children  bless  the  union,  namely:  Eustace  P., 
who  is  employed  as  purser  on  the  steamer  Avalon, 
owned  by  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & Eastern 
Railroad  Company;  Clarence  L-,  who  is  a travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  McCormick  Harvesting  Ma- 
chine Company;  May  and  Thomas.  Father  and 
sons  adhere  firmly  to  Democratic  principles,  and 
the  entire  family  are  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  P'or  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  Mr.  Saxton  has  been  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  has  served  as 
past  master.  He  was  master  of  the  lodge  in  1874 
and  had  passed  through  three  chairs  before  that 
time.  During  all  the  years  of  his  connection 
with  Masonry  he  has  been  active  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  fraternity.  As  a business  man  he 
is  capable  and  energetic,  and  the  valuable  pos- 
sessions he  has  accumulated  prove  his  skill  as  a 
financier  and  his  judgment  in  business  transac- 
tions. 


NON.  PHILEMON  BLAKE  HOPPER  shows 
in  his  successful  career  the  possession  of 
traits  which  are  his  no  less  by  arduous 
training  and  study  than  by  inheritance.  As  an 
attorney  he  is  prominent  and  in  political  circles 
influential,  In  1883  he  was  elected  state’s  attor- 
ney, which  responsible  position  he  filled  for 
twelve  years,  retiring  in  January,  1896.  The 
able  manner  in  which  he  conducted  prosecutions 
for  the  state  brought  him  an  enviable  reputation, 
not  only  in  Centreville,  but  throughout  this  part  of 
the  Eastern  Shore.  In  1894  h’s  name  was  men- 
tioned as  candidate  for  congress  from  the  first 
district,  and  in  1897  he  was  a candidate  for  chief 
justice  of  the  second  judicial  circuit. 

The  Hopper  family  has  been  among  the  most 
influential  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  for  a number 
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of  generations.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Judge  Philemon  B.  Hopper,  was  born  in  this 
county,  became  a member  of  the  bar  of  Centre- 
ville  and  for  years  was  judge  of  the  circuit  court. 
Interested  in  fruit  culture,  he  had  one  of  the  first 
peach  orchards  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  In  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders,  he  was  a local  minister  and  a 
leader.  He  died  in  1858.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Philemon  B.  Hopper,  was  born  near 
Centreville  in  1816,  and  received  his  education 
principally  in  the  Easton  high  school.  Entering 
the  legal  profession,  he  soon  became  prominent 
in  his  home  locality.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics 
and  was  elected  to  the  legislature  upon  that  ticket 
when  a young  man.  During  the  war  his  sympa- 
thies were  with  the  Union.  Like  his  father,  he  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  died  December  28,  1870. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Henrietta,  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Goldsborough,  of  an  old 
Queen  Anne’s  County  family,  and  her  death 
occurred  June  28,  1878.  In  her  family  there 
were  a son  and  two  daughters,  the  latter  being 
Mary  Ann,  wife  of  William  E.  Thompson,  who  is 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Centreville;  and  Fannie, 
Mrs.  William  Harper  McFeely,  of  Chestertown. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Centreville  March  25, 
1853,  and  received  his  early  education  in  Centre- 
ville Academy.  In  1868  he  entered  St.  John’s 
College  at  Annapolis,  where  he  was  a student  for 
two  years.  In  March,  1871,  he  matriculated  at 
Western  Maryland  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1874.  He  then  began  the  study  of 
law,  and  in  1878  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  after 
which  he  devoted  himself  to  his  private  practice 
until  1883,  the  year  of  his  election  as  prosecuting 
attorney. 

While  the  reputation  which  Mr.  Hopper  enjoys 
has  been  won  principally  through  his  labors  as 
an  attorney,  yet,  being  a man  of  versatile  ability, 
he  has  not  limited  his  energies  to  the  legal  pro- 
fession, but  is  also  known  as  a newspaper  man 
and  as  a politician.  In  the  latter  capacity  he 
has  been  influential  in  the  Democratic  party,  both 
in  his  city  and  county,  and  his  advice  has  been 
solicited  and  his  assistance  sought  in  the  develop- 


ment of  party  plans.  As  the  incumbent  of  an 
important  office,  he  ably  represented  the  interests 
of  the  state.  While  he  had  the  advantage  of  good 
birth,  honorable  ancestry  and  an  excellent  edu- 
cation, yet  these  have  been  merely  factors  in,  not 
the  cause  of,  his  success.  His  prosperity  has  been 
secured  by  his  indefatigable  energy  and  sound 
judgment. 

- >— > ■■ — 

DMUND  B.  PENNINGTON  resides  upon  a 
valuable  farm  in  the  second  district  of  Kent 
_ County.  After  a residence  of  some  years  in 
Delaware,  the  state  where  he  was  born  and  reared, 
he  removed  to  Maryland  in  1869  and  settled  upon 
a farm  at  Howell  Point.  As  the  years  passed  by, 
he  saved  his  earnings  until  finally  he  had  accu- 
mulated an  amount  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
buy  a home  of  his  own.  In  1879  he  purchased 
the  Forrest  or  Wilson  farm  and  here  he  has  since 
resided,  engaging  in  the  raising  of  cereals  and 
fruit.  The  property  comprises  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres  of  land,  the  larger  portion  of 
which  is  under  cultivation. 

For  the  family  history  of  our  subject  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  W.  D.  Pennington, 
which  appears  upon  another  page.  Edmund  B. 
Pennington  was  born  in  Newcastle  County,  Del., 
in  1837,  and  spent  his  early  years  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  an  education  and  of  a thorough  knowl- 
edge regarding  farm  work.  He  assisted  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Missouri,  intend- 
ing to  make  it  his  home.  However  the  surround- 
ings were  uncongenial,  and  the  state  in  his 
opinion  not  equal  to  the  one  where  he  had 
formerly  resided.  After  one  year’s  experience 
in  the  west,  he  returned  to  Delaware,  where  for 
nine  years  he  acted  as  manager  for  William  Rye- 
bold. 

Coming  to  Maryland  in  1869,  Mr.  Pennington 
operated  a rented  farm  for  ten  years  and  then 
purchased  his  present  place  of  residence.  In  the 
years  that  have  since  passed,  he  has  placed  the 
property  under  excellent  cultivation  and  has  in- 
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troduced  the  various  improvements  that  mark  the 
home  of  a man  of  thrift.  Keeping  himself  well 
posted  concerning  the  questions  of  the  day,  he 
gives  his  influence  and  ballot  to  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  offices  of  treasurer  and 
vestryman.  I11  1870  he  married  Mary  A.  Tucker, 
of  Baltimore,  and  six  children  blessed  their  union. 
Four  are  now  living,  namely : Marion;  Edmund; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Sutton,  and  Elizabeth. 


NON.  JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON,  of  Cambridge, 
is  one  of  the  influential  public  men  of  the 
Eastern  Shore.  His  political  career  began 
in  1877,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of 
delegates.  He  served  in  the  legislature  of  1878 
and  by  re-election  in  1883,  became  a member  of 
the  legislature  of  1884.  In  the  lower  house  he 
advocated  all  measures  that  he  believed  to  be  for 
the  good  of  the  state  and  opposed  with  equal  de- 
termination other  bills  that  he  believed  would 
prove  injurious.  His  service  was  so  efficient  and 
satisfactory  that  his  party,  the  Democratic,  made 
him  their  nominee  for  the  state  senate  in  1887, 
and  he  was  elected  by  a good  majority.  His  re- 
election  in  1893  showed  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  constituents.  He  is  the  author 
of  the  oyster  laws  of  Maryland  and  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  tributary  commis- 
sion, besides  in  other  ways  advancing  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  his  state. 

The  Johnson  family  was  first  represented  in 
America  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  is  of  Eng- 
lish extraction.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  x 81 2,  for  which  he  built 
a number  of  privateers.  Edward  C.,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  left  an  orphan  at  nine  years  of  age, 
and  soon  afterward  shipped  on  board  a large  sea 
schooner,  at  first  doing  menial  work,  but  being 
gradually  promoted  until  he  was  captain  and 
commander  of  a vessel  before  he  was  twenty-one. 
Later  he  became  a shipbuilder  on  the  Little 
Choptank,  where  he  also  owned  between  eight 
and  nine  hundred  acres  of  fine  fruit  land.  His 


first  wife  was  Amelia  Ross  Wallace,  a refined 
lady  of  Scotch  descent.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  of  whom  Joseph  H.  was  the 
second.  All  grew  to  mature  years  and  five  are 
now  living,  namely:  Dr.  L.  E.  Johnson,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.;  Joseph  Henry;  Susan,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Washington;  Helen, 
wife  of  Dr.  Richard  Dixon,  of  Cambridge;  and 
Emma,  wife  of  Calvert  Orem,  of  Cambridge.  By 
his  second  marriage,  Edward  C.  Johnson  had 
four  children,  viz.:  James  C.,  a bookkeeper  in 
the  National  Bank  of  Cambridge;  Sewell,  who  is 
studying  law  in  the  office  of  John  G.  Mills,  in 
Cambridge;  Mrs.  Martha  Hooper,  who  lives  in 
Cambridge;  and  Margaret,  at  home.  The  father 
of  these  children  died  in  Cambridge  in  1883,  when 
seventy-five  years  of  age. 

In  Lakesville,  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  the 
the  subject  of  this  article  was  born  October  28, 
1838,  and  there  he  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm.  After  attending  the  common  schools  for 
some  years  he  entered  Dickinson  College  in  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  where  he  carried  on  the  regular  course 
of  studies  for  two  years.  Overwork,  however, 
undermined  his  health  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
was  four  years  before  he  recovered  sufficiently  to 
engage  in  mental  stud}?.  He  then  entered  the 
law  office  of  Charles  F.  Goldsborough,  with 
whom  he  studied  law  until  his  admission  to  the 
bar.  Prior  to  this,  however,  he  had  in  1867  pur- 
chased the  Dorchester  News,  a paper  that  gained 
a good  circulation  and  was  a recognized  Demo- 
cratic authority.  This  paper  he  consolidated  with 
the  Democrat  under  the  name  of  the  Democrat 
and  News.  As  an  editor  it  was  his  aim  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  He  favored  the  public-school  system, 
and  enthusiastically  worked  for  better  schools  and 
a higher  grade  of  teachers.  He  also  was  a friend 
of  home  industries.  By  inciting  a greater  love 
for  temperance,  schools  and  churches,  he  en- 
deavored to  establish  a higher  grade  of  morals 
among  the  people. 

Especially  has  he  been  a friend  to  the  laboring 
men.  At  one  time  he  purchased  two  acres  in 
Cambridge,  which  he  laid  off  in  squares,  improv- 
ing the  same  with  cottages  suitable  for  laboring 
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men,  and  in  a year  from  the  date  of  purchase 
there  were  one  hundred  and  lift}-  persons  occupy- 
ing these  dwellings.  In  1S77  he  built  a marine 
railway  and  ship  yard  in  Cambridge  that  gives 
employment  to  a large  number  of  carpenters, 
sailmakers,  calkers,  etc.  Doubtless  no  citizen 
has  done  more  than  he  for  the  benefit  of  the  labor- 
ing classes,  and  he  is  always  interested  in  plans 
for  their  benefit.  Through  his  work  as  an  editor 
he  was  enabled  to  materially  advance  their  wel- 
fare, and  he  always  fostered  plans  for  their  pros- 
perity. Finally,  in  1882,  he  sold  his  paper  to 
John  G.  Mills,  who  now  conducts  it. 

October  12,  1881,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Fannie 
W.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Mann,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference.  They  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Henry  and 
Joseph  Marvin.  An  older  sou,  Wallace,  died 
August  28,  1897.  Fraternally  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
Master  Mason  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  efforts 
that  the  three-story  building,  known  as  the 
Masonic  Temple,  was  erected.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 


ILLIAM  G.  SMITH,  D.  D.  S.,  succeeded 
his  father  as  a dentist  in  Salisbury  some 
seventeen  years  ago,  and  has  built  up  a fine 
practice,  his  reputation  having  extended  through- 
out this  region.  He  stands  very  high  among  the 
Republicans  of  this  locality,  being  a good  worker 
and  enthusiastic  partisan.  His  numerous  friends 
brought  his  name  forward  for  the  position  of  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  of  Wicomico  County  in  1897. 
He  served  for  four  years  very  acceptably  to  all  as 
a member  of  the  city  council,  but  aside  from  that 
has  never  held  public  positions  within  the  gift  of 
the  people.  However  the  election  should  turn, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  his  universal  popularity 
among  all  classes,  for  he  is  a good  citizen,  and 
ever  endeavors  to  do  his  share  as  a voter  in  the 
maintenance  of  good  government  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  Salisbury  and 
the  county  in  general. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  W.  G.  Smith  occurred  in  this 


place,  July  30,  1858,  he  being  the  eldest  in  a fam- 
ily of  three  children  born  to  Dr.  William  T. 
Smith  and  wife,  whose  girlhood  name  was  Mar- 
garet Garrison.  The  father  was  a native  of  Dela- 
ware, while  the  mother  was  of  New  Jersey,  but 
both  grew  to  maturity  in  the  first  mentioned 
state.  Dr.  William  T.  Smith  was  the  first  dentist 
to  locate  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  and  here  he 
continued,  actively  engaged  in  practice,  until 
shortly  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
1880.  Dr.  Edgar  W.  Smith,  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  in  partnership  with  him,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Salisbury,  where  he  is  very  well  liked  by 
our  citizens.  The  sister,  M.  Virginia,  is  now  the 
wife  of  George  R.  Collier. 

The  early  years  of  the  life  of  William  G.  Smith 
passed  uneventfully  in  Salisbury,  and  he  almost 
literally  grew  up  in  his  father’s  dental  office. 
Watching  his  senior,  and  gathering  wisdom  from 
his  experience,  w'as  of  great  assistance  to  the 
young  man  later  on.  He  entered  the  Pennsyl- 
vania College  of  Dental  Surgery  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  followed  the  prescribed  course,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1880.  His  father  died 
a few  months  after  that  event,  and  he  took  up  his 
practice  here.  He  is  well  received  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  place,  where  he  has  been 
known  during  his  entire  life. 


AMES  BLACK  MERRITT,  M.  D.,  of 
Easton,  was  born  in  Odessa,  Del.,  October 
28,  1858,  being  a member  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  His 
father,  Rev.  James  Black  Merritt,  D.  D.,  was 
born  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  in  1826,  and  in  youth 
received  the  advantages  of  study  in  the  best  insti- 
tutions of  his  locality.  For  some  )^ears  he  was  a 
student  in  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle,  Pa. , 
from  which  he  graduated.  Entering  upon  the 
ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he 
became  a member  of  the  Wilmington  conference, 
and  at  different  times  held  pastorates  in  Chester- 
town,  Centreville,  Cambridge,  Md.,  and  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  Though  now  superannuated,  he  still 
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preaches  frequently  and  shows  the  same  interest 
in  the  Christian  work  that  characterized  him  in 
younger  years. 

The  doctor’s  mother,  Hannah,  was  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Webb,  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  and 
a member  of  a family  long  and  honorably  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  that  section.  Her  two 
sons  are  James  Black  and  Samuel  Webb.  Our 
subject,  being  a son  of  a Methodist  minister,  at- 
tended school  in  the  various  places  where  the 
family  resided  and  had  all  the  advantages  that 
come  from  contact  with  different  people  and 
education  under  the  instruction  of  different  peo- 
ple. For  a time  he  was  a student  in  the  Wil- 
mington high  school,  later  received  academical 
advantages  in  Pennsylvania.  Wishing  to  study 
medicine  he  entered  the  University  of  Vermont, 
where  he  remained  until  his  graduation  in  1879. 

Returning  to  Maryland,  the  young  doctor 
opened  an  office  at  Hanesville,  Kent  County, 
where  he  built  up  a good  practice  and  remained 
for  ten  years.  In  1889  he  came  to  Easton,  where 
he  has  since  attained  a position  among  the  suc- 
cessful physicians  of  the  place.  He  is  a Meth- 
odist in  religious  belief,  active  in  church  work. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Heptasophs 
and  Shield  of  Honor.  He  married  Georgetta, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Parks,  of  Kent  County, 
Md.,  and  they  have  two  children,  James  Black 
and  Adeline  Carr. 


ILLIAM  H.  KNOWLES,  senior  member 
of  the  wholesale  hardware  firm  of  W.  H. 
Knowles  & Co.,  and  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  A.  W.  Robinson  & Co.,  resides  in  Sharp- 
town,  Wicomico  County,  where  he  was  born  No- 
vember 8,  1862.  He  is  one  of  the  principal  busi- 
ness men  of  the  place  and  his  energy  has  given 
an  impetus  to  the  industries  of  the  town.  His 
first  business  venture  was  in  connection  with  W. 
W.  Selby,  the  two  in  1885  organizing  the  firm  of 
Knowles  & Selby,  undertakers,  contractors  and 
builders.  His  interest  in  this  enterprise  he  sold 
in  1893  to  W.  D.  Gravenor  & Bro. 


The  wholesale  hardware  company,  organized 
in  March,  1895,  is  one  of  the  important  industries 
of  Wicomico  County.  It  is  composed  of  W.  H. 
Knowles  and  A.  W.  Robinson,  of  Sharptown,  and 
J.  Dallas  Marvil,  son  of  ex- Governor  Joshua  H. 
Marvil,  of  Delaware.  They  are  wholesale  dealers 
in  nails,  tacks,  wires,  crate  hinges  and  hasps,  and 
manufacturers  of  crates  and  baskets.  Their  posi- 
tion enables  them  to  put  on  the  market  a line  of 
goods  especially  suited  for  the  crate  and  basket 
manufacture.  The  energy  of  the  proprietors  has 
resulted  in  a growth  of  business,  until  the  con- 
cern now  has  orders  from  many  of  the  eastern 
and  southern  states.  In  their  large  storage  ware- 
house in  Laurel  a full  stock  is  carried  ready  for 
immediate  shipment,  so  that  no  delay  need  be  ex- 
perienced in  the  filling  of  orders. 

The  berry  crate  and  basket  factory  is  the  chief 
industry  of  the  town,  and  has  doubtless  con- 
tributed more  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people  than 
the  other  industries  combined.  It  was  established 
in  1872  by  the  late  John  Robinson,  whose  brother, 
James,  became  associated  with  him  soon  after- 
ward, thus  organizing  the  firm  of  John  Robinson 
& Bro.  On  the  death  of  the  senior  member, 
in  1893,  his  brother  retired,  and  the  property  was 
bought  by  A.  W.  Robinson  & Co.,  the  com- 
pany consisting  of  A.  W.  Robinson,  William  H. 
Knowles  and  J.  Dallas  Marvil.  The  products  of 
the  factory  are  of  the  best  quality,  and  in  the  com- 
petitive markets  command  excellent  prices  by 
reason  of  substantial  construction.  From  a small 
output  the  amount  has  increased  until  the  ship- 
ments made  by  the  firm  form  an  important  feature 
of  the  shipping  trade  on  the  Nanticoke  River. 
Meantime  the  markets  for  these  products  have 
also  increased,  extending  in  every  direction.  The 
crates,  boxes,  peach  baskets,  pony  baskets,  bush- 
el, half-barrel  and  barrel  baskets,  and  the  adjust- 
able-bottom apple  baskets  are  the  leading  products 
of  the  factory. 

Much  custom  work  is  done,  besides  the  manu- 
facturing. The  firm  buys  large  amounts  of  pine 
lumber  and  gum  timber,  the  lumber  being  sup- 
plied by  adjoining  mills,  while  the  gum  timber  is 
brought  from  other  sections.  In  addition  to  the 
factory,  the  firm  owns  considerable  real-estate  in 
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town,  including  the  two  principal  wharves  here, 
one  of  which  is  used  for  sail  vessels,  wood  and 
1 limber,  and  the  other  for  the  steamboat  landing 
of  the  Baltimore,  Chesapeake  & Atlantic  Rail- 
road Company.  These  two  wharves  represent 
also  the  entire  river  front  accessible  at  all  tides 
and  embrace  a long  frontage.  On  the  upper 
cordwood  wharf  are  two  warehouses  and  a landing 
that  extends  far  back,  giving  good  space  for  gen- 
eral use.  On  the  steamboat  wharf  is  a large 
warehouse  for  the  convenience  of  the  company 
and  its  patrons,  and  a still  larger  warehouse  for 
the  storage  of  the  products  of  the  factor y,  so  as 
to  be  easily  accessible  for  rapid  shipment.  Orders 
are  filled  so  promptly  that  often  the  steamer  that 
brings  the  order  carries  away  the  shipment,  this 
dispatch  in  filling  orders  largely  promoting  the 
success  of  the  business. 

Mr.  K nowles,  whose  name  is  so  intimately  as- 
sociated with  this  business,  is  a descendant  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  but  the  family  has  been  repre- 
sented in  America  for  a number  of  generations. 
His  father,  George  R.,  was  born  in  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, Del.,  as  was  also  the  grandfather,  John 
Knowles.  The  former,  who  was  a sea  captain, 
traded  along  the  coast  until  1865,  when  his 
vessel  was  lost  and  he  was  drowned.  He  was  an 
economical  man  and  saved  his  earnings,  so  that 
he  left  a valuable  estate.  In  religion  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Generosity  was  one  of  his  principal  attributes. 
His  wife,  Mary,  was  a daughter  of  Alger  Russell, 
of  Riverton,  Wicomico  County;  she  is  still  living, 
being  now  fifty-six  years  of  age.  Of  her  three 
children,  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Sharptown,  but  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  discontinued  his  studies  and 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a carpenter,  at  which 
he  worked  for  eight  years,  until  organizing  the 
firm  of  Knowles  & Selby. 

Politically  a Republican,  Mr.  Knowles  is  a 
member  of  the  county  central  committee  and  sub- 
fish commissioner  for  Wicomico  County,  having 
been  appointed  to  the  latter  position  in  May, 
1896.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  the  local  con- 
ventions of  his  party  and  is  active  in  its  affairs. 
In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  is  serving 


as  steward,  and  has  also  been  president  of  the 
Epworth  League.  February  4,  1885,  he  married 
Lizzie  E.,  daughter  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Bennett,  post- 
master of  Sharptown  under  President  Harrison’s 
administration.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a 
man  of  splendid  business  ability  and  the  success 
which  he  has  already  achieved  is  an  indication  of 
the  increased  financial  prosperity  which  will  come 
to  him  in  future  years. 


OHN  H.  TOLSON  is  the  owner  of  more  than 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  lying 
in  the  lower  part  of  Kent  Island.  Through 
judicious  management  he  has  acquired  financial 
success;  this,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  be- 
gan for  himself  without  capital.  His  first  em- 
ployment in  life  was  as  a school  teacher,  for 
which  he  received  $250  per  year,  paying  $60  of 
the  amount  for  board.  For  three  and  a-half  years 
he  continued  in  that  occupation,  after  which  he 
embarked  in  business  in  Stevensville  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  proprietor  of  a general  store 
there. 

On  Kent  Island,  near  Stevensville,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1829,  being  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Ann  (Legg)  Tolson.  His  father 
was  born  on  Kent  Island  about  1784  and  grew  to 
manhood  here,  beginning  as  a farmer  near  the 
place  where  he  was  born.  For  his  capital  he  had 
no  money,  only  strong  hands  and  a determined 
heart.  When  he  married  and  started  to  keep 
house,  he  established  his  home  in  a cabin  that 
had  no  floor  other  than  one  of  earth.  However, 
as  the  years  passed  by  he  became  better  fixed  fi- 
nancially, and  was  enabled  to  surround  his  family 
with  the  comforts  of  life.  His  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Mary,  who  was  first  the  wife 
of  Arthur  Carter  and  afterward  married  Charles 
Downs;  Benjamin,  who  died,  leaving  a family 
who  reside  in  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Ann,  wife 
of  James  M.  Stevens,  of  Kent  Island;  Caroline, 
who  married  Joseph  Bright;  Elizabeth  and  John 
H.  (twins),  the  former  of  whom  married  Luther 
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W.  Bryan,  of  Kent  Island.  The  Tolson  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  Kent  Island 
for  a number  of  generations. 

In  1864  the  subject  of  this  sketch  married  Mary 
Victoria,  daughter  of  James  S.  Cockey.  After- 
ward he  located  in  Stevensville  and  engaged  in 
merchandising  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to 
the  country.  His  family  consists  of  three  sons: 
J.  Harry,  at  home;  James  Sudler,  who  married 
Miss  Minnie  Lowe,  of  Centreville;  and  William 
Denney.  Since  early  boyhood  Mr.  Tolson  has 
worked  constantly  and  energetically,  and  the  re- 
sult is  that  he  is  prosperous  and  well-to-do. 
Stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
he  may  always  be  depended  upon  to  cast  his  vote 
for  its  principles  and  to  uphold  its  candidates. 

— — y— 5 c — — ; ■ — 

OBERT  JARRELL,  whose  postoffice  address 
is  Goldsborough,  Caroline  County,  is  a na- 
tive of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  born 
October  23,  1849.  His  great-grandfather  on  the 
paternal  side  of  the  family  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land and  settled  in  America  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Grandfather  Richard  Jarrell  was 
born  in  Delaware,  and  was  a prosperous  farmer 
in  that  state  in  the  prime  of  his  life.  Our  sub- 
ject is  one  of  the  eleven  children  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Temple)  Jarrell,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Caroline  County  and  were  numbered  among  her 
most  worthy  and  respected  citizens. 

From  his  earliest  recollections  Robert  Jarrell 
has  been  associated  with  the  duties  and  occupa- 
tions incident  to  life  upon  a farm.  He  is  a thor- 
ough and  practical  farmer,  and  now  owns  over 
a thousand  acres,  which  are  suitable  for  the  rais- 
ing of  a general  line  of  crops  and  are  under  the 
best  cultivation.  For  a few  years  past  he  has 
been  especially  interested  in  running  a cannery, 
and  by  enterprise  and  good  business  management 
has  succeeded  in  establishing  an  excellent  trade 
in  this  line.  He  may  justly  be  termed  a self- 
made  man,  as  he  owes  it  almost  solely  to  his  indi- 
vidual efforts  that  he  has  acquired  a competence 


and  a position  of  influence  in  the  community. 
He  sides  with  the  Democracy,  and  has  been  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Caroline  County  almshouse 
for  a period  of  eight  years,  though  he  has  never 
cared  for  public  honors  of  any  kind.  Fraternally 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  for  a 
long  time,  and  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  South,  and  is  one  of  its  most  valued 
workers. 

In  1877  Mr.  Jarrell  married  Addie  Noble,  who 
was  born  in  this  county  and  was  a daughter  ot 
T.  S.  Noble,  also  a native  of  the  county.  Mrs. 
Jarrell  was  a lady  who  possessed  many  very  lov- 
able qualities  and  fine  intellectual  endowments. 
Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  the  town  of  Preston, 
this  county.  She  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  put 
into  daily  practice  her  high  ideals  of  life.  She 
was  summoned  to  her  silent  rest  when  but  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  December  21,  1891,  leaving 
many  sincere  friends  to  mourn  her  loss  most 
deeply.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jarrell  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  who  are  named  in  the  order  of 
their  birth:  Fannie  C.,  Mary  T.,  Robert,  Jr., 
T.  S.  Noble  and  Addie.  They  are  bright,  well- 
educated  young  people,  and  are  much  esteemed 
in  this  vicinity. 


OSEPH  E.  HENRY.  The  business  interests 
of  any  village  or  city  receive  their  impetus 
from  those  public-spirited,  enterprising  citi- 
zens who,  while  not  neglecting  their  personal 
concerns,  yet  maintain  a constant  regard  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  their  home  town,  anx- 
ious to  promote  the  importance  of  its  commercial, 
material  and  agricultural  resources  and  to  ad- 
vance its  educational  and  religious  movements. 
Such  a man  is  Mr.  Henry,  a well-known  and 
prosperous  business  man  of  East  New  Market, 
and  one  who  through  the  years  of  his  active 
business  life  has  maintained  an  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  development  of  his  locality. 

Reared  in  the  village  where  lie  still  makes  his 
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home,  he  has  been  self-supporting  since  ten  years 
of  age.  At  that  time  he  went  on  a sailing-ves- 
sel, where  the  three  ensuing  years  were  spent  in 
hard  work.  The  life  was  not  congenial  to  him, 
and  he  resolved  to  return  to  land  as  soon  as  he 
could  secure  employment.  When  thirteen  he 
began  as  a clerk  in  a general  store,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  nineteen,  meantime  gaining 
a good  knowledge  of  business  methods.  He  then 
came  to  East  New  Market  and  secured  a clerk- 
ship in  the  store  he  now  owns,  learning  the  drug 
business  thoroughly  under  the  instruction  of  Dr. 
H.  W.  Houston.  The  latter  died  when  Mr. 
Henry  was  twenty-three  and  he  then  bought  the 
business,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  having 
largely  increased  its  value  by  his  accommodating 
manners  and  reliable  methods. 

October  31,  1886,  Mr.  Henry  married  Miss 
Nettie  W.,  daughter  of  Capt.  M.  S.  Fletcher. 
Four  children  bless  their  union,  namely:  Edith, 
Clarence,  Frank  and  Edward.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Henry  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  and 
for  seven  years  held  office  as  worshipful  master 
of  the  blue  lodge  at  East  New  Market.  He  has 
attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He  is  also  iden- 
tified with  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs 
and  the  Home  Forum.  With  his  wife  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  in  his  political  belief  he  is  an  adherent  of 
the  Democratic  party. 


HON.  EDWARD  E.  GOSLIN.  This  name  is 
too  well  known  in  Federalsburg  to  require 
any  introduction  to  the  inhabitants,  nor  to 
those  of  Caroline  County,  indeed,  for  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a century  have  elapsed  since  the 
large  mercantile  establishment  which  he  himself 
carried  on  for  two  decades  was  founded  by  one  of 
his  name,  and  the  business  has  been  in  continu- 
ous operation  since  its  start.  He  is  a man  of 
most  creditable  public  spirit,  and  takes  great  in- 
terest in  all  progressive  movements  which  he 
deems  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  people.  He 
was  called  upon  to  represent  his  fellow-citizens  of 


this  county  in  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland 
during  the  session  of  1890,  having  been  elected 
upon  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  placed  upon 
the  ways  and  means  committee  by  the  speaker  of 
the  house,  Hon.  John  Hubner,  who  at  the  close 
of  the  session  conveyed  to  Mr.  Goslin  his  cordial 
and  hearty  acknowledgments  for  his  tireless 
committee  work  and  praiseworthy  and  effective 
efforts  in  advancing  desirable  legislation  and 
holding  in  check  that  which  was  of  the  opposite 
character.  Among  the  bills  that  he  framed  and 
introduced  one  providing  for  the  “selecting,  draw- 
ing and  summoning  of  jurors  for  Caroline  Coun- 
ty,’’ has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  residents 
of  the  county.  He  declined  re- nomination  by  his 
party  in  1891. 

The  records  in  the  office  of  the  land  commis- 
sioner at  Annapolis,  Md.,  disclose  the  fact  that 
the  Goslin  family  on  the  peninsula  sprang  from 
three  brothers  who  came  over  to  America  from 
England,  settling  in  Maryland,  Thomas  coming 
in  1654,  Matthew  in  1655  and  William  in  1665. 
Edward  R.  Goslin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  what  was  then  comprised  within  the 
limits  of  Dorchester  but  is  now  Caroline  County. 
He  was  a son  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Skinner  and  sister  to  Ann  Skinner, 
who  was  the  grandmother  of  ex-Governor  Rob- 
ert E.  Pattison,  of  Pennsylvania.  Edward  R. 
Goslin  grew  to  mature  years  here,  receiving  the 
benefits  of  a liberal  education.  For  his  compan- 
ion and  helpmate  through  the  journey  of  life  he 
chose  Mrs.  Emily  Hurst  (daughter  of  John  and 
Rose  Anna  Travers,  and  sister  of  Capt.  Samuel 
M.  Travers,  of  Taylor’s  Island,  Md.),  who  was 
first  married  to  Stephen  Hurst,  the  father  of 
Bishop  John  Fletcher  Hurst,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  died  August  2,  1893, 
aged  seventy-four  years.  The  only  child  of  Ed- 
ward R.  and  Emily  Goslin  is  Edward  E. , of  this 
article.  Always  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of 
learning,  the  senior  Mr.  Goslin  has  served  in  the 
capacity  of  school  commissioner  of  Caroline  and 
Dorchester  Counties  for  over  thirty  years,  and 
has  assisted  materially  in  getting  better  ideas 
adopted  and  more  modern  buildings  erected,  and 
a finer  class  of  teachers  for  the  rising  generation 
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secured.  Since  1890  he  has  had  the  honor  of 
being  president  of  the  board  of  county  school  com- 
missioners. 

The  birth  of  Edward  E.  Goslin  took  place  in 
1855,  in  Federalsburg,  and  here  he  was  reared  to 
maturity  and  attended  the  public  schools.  He 
grew  up  in  his  father’s  business  and  early  learned 
every  detail  of  merchandising.  He  is  unmarried 
and  with  his  father  resides  on  the  beautiful  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  finely 
situated  within  the  village  limits.  In  this  county 
in  1894,  i11  the  original  act,  he  was  named  as 
auditor  of  the  public  accounts  of  the  officials  of 
Caroline  County,  and  has  since  been  appointed 
each  year  by  the  judges  of  the  court.  The  duties 
of  this  responsible  position  he  has  performed  to 
the  smallest  detail,  in  accordance  with  the  best 
possible  methods  and  he  has  won  universal  com- 
mendation for  his  efforts.  Fraternally  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Masonic  order  many 
years,  and  has  served  as  worshipful  master  dur- 
ing a long  period.  Few  citizens  are  held  in 
greater  admiration  and  regard  than  he  and  his 
estimable  father. 


ILLIAM  C.  DUDLEY,  a well-known 
Democratic  politician  of  Talbot  County, 
resides  upon  the  farm  called  Wye  Land- 
ing, in  the  fourth  district.  In  the  fall  of  1871  he 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Queen  Anne’s  County  and 
made  a good  record  for  himself  and  constituents 
while  in  that  position.  In  1891  he  was  elected 
to  the  honored  place  of  judge  of  the  orphans’ 
court  of  this  county,  and  has  since  been  asked 
to  run  for  the  candidacy  of  sheriff  and  state 
senator.  He  was  also  a tax  collector  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County  during  1866  and  1867.  Thus  it 
can  be  readily  seen  that  he  is  very  popular  as  a 
public  official,  and  in  fact  his  record  as  such  is 
unexceptionable  and  highly  creditable,  as  he  al- 
ways considers  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
prime  importance,  and  his  own  as  of  secondary 
moment. 

William  C.  Dudley  was  born  in  Queen  Anne’s 


County,  Md.,  August  28,  1835,  being  one  of  the 
ten  children  of  James  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Good- 
hand)  Dudley.  The  former  was  a native  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  also,  and  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  Democratic  party  there  nearly  all 
of  his  mature  life.  When  claimed  by  death  in 
1 873  he  was  occupying  the  office  of  register  of  wills 
of  his  county.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Kent 
Island,  of  that  county,  was  a daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Goodhand,  and  she  did  not  long  survive 
her  husband.  Their  eldest  living  child  is  W.  C., 
of  this  sketch;  Georgia  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 

B.  Haggart,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  the 
others  are:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Lynch;  Dr.  S. 

C. ,  of  Church  Hill,  Md.;  Mary  M.,  widow  of  C. 
Comegys,  of  Centreville,  Md.;  Hiram  G.,  who 
has  been  clerk  in  the  criminal  court  in  Baltimore 
and  is  a very  successful  commission  merchant 
there;  Eugene  L.,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County; 
Sarah  Jane,  unmarried,  and  living  in  Centreville; 
and  Martha,  Mrs.  H.  McFeeley,  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County. 

Such  education  as  was  secured  by  our  subject 
was  mainly  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
prior  to  his  fifteenth  year,  as  at  that  time  he  en- 
tered a store  in  his  native  town  and  was  em- 
ployed there  about  three  years.  When  seventeen 
he  went  to  Baltimore  and  clerked  in  a wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  establishment  two  years.  From 
the  expiration  of  that  period  until  1871  he  was 
quietly  occupied  in  farming  in  his  native  county, 
then  being  elected  sheriff.  In  the  fall  of  1873 
he  commenced  to  cultivate  a farm  near  Centre- 
ville, and  was  in  that  locality  about  ten  years. 
In  1883  he  came  to  this  place,  a fine  farm  of  four 
hundred  acres,  which  he  rents  from  a brother. 
He  has  been  very  successful  on  the  whole  in  his 
business  ventures,  and  is  comfortably  well-to-do. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Ann  Bailey,  of  Delaware. 
She  died  in  October,  1871,  leaving  three  sons: 
James  P.,  who  is  in  the  grain  business  in  Balti- 
more; W.  G.,  also  of  that  city;  and  D.  H.,  who 
lives  in  this  vicinity.  In  January,  1874,  Mr. 
Dudley  married  Irene  Coppage,  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  To  them  were  born  the  following-named 
children:  Thomas  K.,  Mary,  Nellie,  Hiram,  Jen- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


776 

nie,  Agnes  and  John.  The  faithful  wife  and  de- 
voted mother  was  called  from  her  place  in  the 
home  by  the  death  angel  in  August,  1894. 


fgjAMUEL  C.  TRIPPE,  M.  D.,  a very  success- 
ful  physician  of  Royal  Oak,  Talbot  County, 
W enjoys  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice 
in  this  place,  where  he  has  been  located  for  the 
past  twenty  years.  There  is  nothing  more  im- 
portant to  a human  being  than  good  health,  for 
without  it  wealth,  the  pleasures  of  travel,  taking 
part  in  business  and  public  affairs,  or  any  other 
of  the  activities  which  give  zest  and  object  to  life, 
are  profitless  and  painful.  The  modern,  up-to- 
date  man  will  not  trifle  with  that  choicest  boon 
of  heaven — health,  nor  will  he  attempt  in  his 
necessarily  unskilled  fashion  to  administer  reme- 
dies. If  he  has  wisdom  he  will  call  in  a reliable 
physician,  one  who  has  devoted  his  life  and  best 
energies  to  the  healing  art,  and  who  must  neces- 
sarily be  much  better  qualified  than  he  to  deal 
with  that  delicate  organism,  the  human  body. 

Dr.  Trippe  was  born  in  Island  Creek  Neck, 
Talbot  County,  October  23,  1849.  His  father, 
William  R.,  was  also  a native  of  this  county,  and 
was  a farmer  throughout  his  life.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  was  a collector  of  taxes 
one  term.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years, 
in  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
he  had  been  identified  for  years.  His  good  wife, 
whose  name  in  her  maidenhood  was  Marian  A. 
Chamberlain,  was  born  and  reared  in  this  county, 
and  was  also  an  Episcopalian.  She  departed 
this  life  when  she  was  approaching  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  her  birth,  and  left  three  children 
to  mourn  her  loss,  viz.:  John  H.,  now  a Missouri 
farmer;  Samuel  C.  and  Henrietta  M. 

Up  to  the  time  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  the 
doctor  attended  the  local  schools,  and  then  was 
duly  enrolled  as  a student  in  Washington  Col- 
lege, Chestertown,  Md.  When  he  had  com- 
pleted a four  years’  course,  he  taught  a country 
school  about  two  years,  and  was  next  principal  in 
the  graded  grammar  schools  of  Easton  for  a simi- 


lar period.  In  1873  he  entered  the  University 
of  Maryland,  and  graduated  therefrom  in  two 
years  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  In 
order  to  gain  valuable  experience  he  practiced 
under  the  instruction  of  old  physicians  in  the 
asylum  at  Bay  View,  Baltimore  City,  for  some 
three  months,  subsequently  going  to  Oxford, 
Md.,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  resided  two 
years.  In  1877  he  located  permanently  here,  and 
has  prospered  from  the  start.  In  1883  he  took  a 
six  weeks’  course  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic 
Institute.  He  is  a student  and  peruses  the  best 
journals  of  medicine,  thus  keeping  posted  in  mod- 
ern methods  and  discoveries  in  the  field  of  his 
profession.  In  his  political  views  he  is  in  favor 
of  the  Democracy,  but  is  liberal  minded  and  not 
a politician  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  contributes 
to  the  support  of  many  worthy  philanthropies. 

I11  1888  Dr.  Trippe  married  Miss  Mary  L. 
Leonard,  of  this  county,  and  they  have  had  born 
to  them  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  They 
are  named  as  follows:  Marian  C.,  Mary  L. , Sam- 
uel C. , Henry  V.  and  William  R.  Mrs.  Trippe 
is  a daughter  of  Nicholas  B.  and  Mary  E.  Leon- 
ard, both  natives  of  Talbot  County. 

- >•  > - r— — 

V A ORDECAI  T.  COCKEY  is  not  only  one  of 

Y the  honored  old  landmarks  of  Kent  Island, 

V9  but  is  a most  worthy  representative  of  a 

family  which  has  been  identified  with  the  annals 
of  this  region,  generation  after  generation.  In 
the  last  century  one  Capt.  John  Cockey,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  after  a very  busy  and  event- 
ful career  on  the  sea,  came  to  pass  his  remaining 
years  in  peace  and  quiet  within  the  sound  of  the 
surf  which  had  been  his  lullaby  for  so  many 
years.  He  took  up  a tract  of  land  that  now  is 
owned  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at 
the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  and  made  a good 
homestead  of  it  before  he  died,  though  it  was 
wild  land  when  it  came  into  his  possession.  Here 
his  son  John  was  born,  one  of  the  first  white  chil- 
dren born  on  the  island,  and  here  he  grew  to 
man’s  estate  and  married  Frances  Eareckson. 
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M.  T.  Cockey  was  the  youngest  child  of  the 
last-mentioned,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1820, 
in  the  fourth  district,  and  his  childhood  was 
spent  near  Old  Point.  About  1844  he  removed 
to  the  farm  which  he  has  since  improved  and  cul- 
tivated until  it  would  now  hardly  be  known  for  the 
same  place  which  it  was  when  he  took  charge  of 
it.  He  erected  substantial  buildings  and  good 
fences,  and  it  is  now  a model  in  every  respect. 
In  addition  to  this  he  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  acres  situated  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  island.  He  has  always  used  his  ballot  in 
favor  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as 
county  commissioner.  Since  he  was  a young 
man  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  taken  a leading  part  in  religious 
and  charitable  work. 

In  1844  Mr  Cockey  concluded  to  choose  a 
helpmate  and  married  Annie,  daughter  of  James 
Bright.  She  died  in  a few  years,  leaving  no  chil- 
dren. Later  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ida  Jump,  and  their  adopted  daughter, 
Clara,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  S.  Clough,  and 
the  mother  of  four  children,  viz.:  Annie  C., 
Minnie  E.,  Willie  and  Ethel  V. 


j^AVID  CLEMENTS.  We  are  now  permitted 
1^1  to  touch  briefly  upon  the  life  history  of  one 
IC/  who  was  for  many  years  actively  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Kent  County, 
but  has  now  laid  aside  business  cares  to  enjoy  the 
peace  and  quiet  which  should  always  follow  a long, 
useful  and  honorable  career.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  honest  and  earnest  endeavor  and  due  suc- 
cess has  not  been  denied  him. 

Mr.  Clements  was  born  in  Kent  County,  Del., 
in  1817,  a son  of  Joel  and  Margaret  (Roe)  Clem- 
ents, both  natives  of  Caroline  County,  Md.  The 
family  was  founded  in  America  over  two  hundred 
years  ago  and  many  of  its  representatives  are  now 
living  in  the  west.  When  a young  man  the  father 
of  our  subject  removed  to  Delaware,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days  extensively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  the  owner  of  about 


one  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  divided 
into  several  farms,  and  in  connection  with  general 
farming  he  successfully  engaged  in  fruit  raising. 
As  a Whig  he  took  a very  prominent  and  active 
part  in  political  affairs  and  was  twice  honored  by 
an  election  to  the  state  legislature,  in  which  he 
served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents.  He  was  a local  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a devout  member,  did  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  throughout 
almost  his  entire  life  served  as  class-leader  and 
steward  in  his  church.  He  passed  away  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  a number  of  years  previous,  and 
only  two  of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  are 
still  living,  the  other  being  Margaret  A.,  now  the 
widow  of  Henry  Slaughter.  The  father  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Kearns,  by  whom  he  had  two  children: 
J.  Richard,  deceased;  and  John  Fletcher,  a resi- 
dent of  Philadelphia.  The  father  was  drafted  for 
service  in  the  war  of  1812  but  furnished  a substi- 
tute. 

The  first  thirty  years  of  his  life  David  Clements 
spent  upon  a farm  near  Camden,  Del.,  and  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  state  he  acquired  a good 
practical  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
took  charge  of  one  of  his  father’s  farms,  which  he 
operated  for  eight  years,  and  then,  in  1844,  came 
to  Kent  County,  Md.,  making  his  home  on  Sas- 
safras River  for  six  years,  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  B.  J.  McCauley.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he 
purchased  the  Spencer  tract  of  land,  whereon  he 
now  resides.  He  owns  about  eight  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  and  productive  land  divided  into  three 
different  farms,  which  have  been  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
and  substantial  buildings.  He  is  one  of  the  largest 
stock-raisers  in  Kent  County,  but  now  lives  re- 
tired, leaving  the  active  management  of  his  farms 
and  other  business  interests  to  his  son. 

In  1842  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Clements  and  Miss  Susanna  Slaughter,  a cousin 
of  Henry  Slaughter,  well-known  here  and  in  Bal- 
timore, as  the  founder  of  the  Slaughter  Steam- 
boat Line.  They  have  a family  of  three  children: 
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Thomas;  Margaret,  wife  of  W.  E.  Jarrell;  and 
Alday,  who  attends  to  his  father’s  business  affairs 
and  also  conducts  a store  at  Crumpton.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Frances  M.  Merrick,  by  whom  he  has 
six  children:  Merrick,  David  A.,  Annie,  Aldie, 
and  Ruth  and  George,  twins. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Mr.  Clements  a 
most  earnest  advocate  and  stanch  supporter,  and 
although  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office  he 
has  been  often  solicited  by  his  friends  to  accept 
official  honors,  and  for  two  terms  he  most  credit- 
ably served  as  county  commissioner.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee  and  steward 
for  some  time.  By  his  upright,  honorable  life  he 
lias  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact  either  in  business  or 
social  life,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  prominent 
mention  among  the  valued  and  honored  citizens 
of  Kent  County. 


HOMAS  ATKINSON  COUNCELL,  M.  D., 
one  of  the  most  promising  young  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Talbot  County  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Moreland  pharma cy  at  Easton,  was 
born  in  this  place  November  n,  1872,  the  son  of 
William  H.  and  Eugenia  A.  Councell.  He  is  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Thomas  Atkinson  and  Mrs. 
Marion  Emerson,  of  Talbot  County.  Through 
his  father’s  maternal  ancestors  he  is  a descendant 
of  the  Murphy  family  that  settled  in  Maryland  in 
1784.  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  descended 
from  the  Harrisons  of  Virginia  and  the  Atkinsons 
of  North  Carolina.  His  father,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Easton  in  his 
day,  was  for  sixteen  years  postmaster  at  this 
place.  Prominent  in  the  local  leadership  of  the 
Republican  party  he  advanced  the  interests  of 
that  organization  by  his  brilliant  ability  and  suc- 
cessful management.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  house  of  delegates. 
At  other  times  he  was  chosen  to  occupy  different 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  For  thirty- 
three  years  he  was  editor  of  the  Easton  Gazette , 


which  under  his  capable  management  became  one 
of  the  leading  organs  of  the  Republican  party  in 
this  locality . Fraternally  he  was  identified  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  Masons,  in  the  work  of 
which  orders  he  took  an  interest.  When  he 
passed  away  in  1890  many  tributes  of  respect 
were  paid  to  his  memory  by  those  who  had  been 
associated  with  him  and  who  had  learned  to  place 
the  greatest  confidence  in  his  honor  and  ability. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Easton,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1890.  Later  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1894,  upon  the  completion  of  a 
four  years’  course  of  study.  For  one  year  he  was 
resident  physician  of  the  Baltimore  City  Hospital 
and  the  Maryland  Hospital  for  Insane.  He  then 
returned  to  Easton,  where  he  has  a lucrative 
and  growing  practice.  He  is  proprietor  of  the 
Moreland  pharmacy  and  has  bright  prospects  for 
financial  success.  His  talents  in  surgery  are  of 
a high  order  and  in  this  capacity  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  assist  in  operations  of  a delicate 
and  dangerous  nature.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland, 
the  Maryland  Public  Health  Association,  is  health 
officer  of  Talbot  County  and  United  States  pen- 
sion surgeon.  Fraternally  he  is  prominent  in 
Masonic  circles,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  asso- 
ciated with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  ot 
Pythias.  Fond  of  outdoor  sports  he  is  a crack 
shot,  an  ardent  cyclist  and  very  fond  of  a fine 
horse.  In  1895  he  married  Miss  May  Collier,  of 
North  Carolina.  They  had  one  child,  Thomas 
Atkinson,  who  died  in  infancy. 


ILLIAM  T.  NICHOLSON  is  an  enter- 
prising and  progressive  farmer  living  in 
the  sixth  district  of  Kent  County.  He 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  county,  and  is  one 
of  its  respected  and  valued  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  the  district  which  is  still  his  home,  No- 
vember 25,  1853,  ar*d  remained  under  the  parental 
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roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He 
worked  in  the  fields  and  meadows,  conned  his 
lessons  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  the  playground  in 
the  usual  manner  of  other  farmer  boys. 

When  he  had  attained  to  man’s  estate  Mr. 
Nicholson  started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  rent- 
ing a farm  in  the  third  district.  There  he  re- 
sided for  six  years,  then  removed  to  a farm  in  the 
sixth  district,  where  he  remained  four  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  the  farm  which  is  now  his 
home.  It  has  been  his  place  of  residence  for 
sixteen  years,  and  its  thrifty  appearance  well 
indicates  his  progressive  and  enterprising  efforts. 
The  farm  belongs  to  his  father-in-law  and  com- 
prises four  hundred  acres  of  rich  land  which  Mr. 
Nicholson  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, thus  deriving  therefrom  a good  income  in 
return  for  his  labor.  He  is  progressive  in  his 
methods,  practical  in  his  work  and  at  all  times 
thoroughly  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  advance- 
ment. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Lusby,  daughter  of  Josiah  Lusby,  and 
their  home  is  graced  by  the  presence  of  three 
children,  a son  and  two  daughters,  Albert  Earl, 
Julia  and  Daisy.  Mr.  Nicholson  and  his  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  He  is 
a stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  principles  and 
takes  quite  an  active  part  in  local  politics.  His 
life  has  been  well  spent  and  all  who  know  him 
entertain  for  him  the  highest  regard. 


AMES  H.  HOLMES,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  the  fourth  district  of 
Caroline  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1895,  was  a very  wealthy  man. 
There  is  a certain  fascination  in  perusing  the  his- 
tory of  one  who  has  risen  from  poverty  and  the 
lowly  walks  of  life  to  a position  of  affluence  and 
influence  in  the  community  wherein  his  lot  is 
cast.  America  furnishes  us  with  more  examples 
of  this  kind,  probably,  than  does  any  other 
country,  and  truly  she  offers  better  advantages  to 


the  masses  of  her  struggling  poor  than  foreign 
lands  do  to  their  sons  and  daughters.  At  the 
best,  however,  it  is  a gigantic  struggle  in  these 
days  to  amass  a fortune,  and  doubtless  the  aver- 
age man  is  better  off  if  he  is  satisfied  with  a 
competence.  To  some  men  is  given  not  only 
ambition  to  succeed  beyond  their  fellows,  but  the 
good  judgment  and  executive  ability  that  are 
eventually  rewarded  with  a golden  harvest.  Such 
a man  was  Mr.  Holmes;  a man  far  above  the 
ordinary  in  many  essential  respects,  and  a man 
who  was  deeply  concerned  in  everything  tending 
toward  the  advancement  of  his  own  neighbor- 
hood. 

Born  in  Caroline  County,  October  17,  1816,  our 
subject  was  reared  to  maturity  in  this  locality, 
and  received  a district-school  education.  He 
developed  large  tracts  of  land,  transforming  them 
into  valuable  farms,  and  his  own  place  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  district.  He  was  very  liberal  in 
his  support  of  what  he  deemed  worthy  enterprises 
and  philanthropies  and  held  several  local  offices 
of  responsibility  and  trust.  Religiously  he  was 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a regular  contributor  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  same.  In  his  political  proclivities  he  was 
a Republican. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Holmes  was  a Mrs.  Trice 
before  their  marriage,  and  she  lived  but  a few 
years  and  left  110  children.  In  1842  Mr.  Holmes 
wedded  the  lady  who  survives  him,  and  who  was 
indeed  a faithful  helpmate,  companion  and  friend 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Her  maiden  name  was  Anah 
R.  Billitor,  her  parents  being  James  and  Mary 
(Robinson)  Billitor.  The  latter  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Robinson,  who  came  from  one  of  the 
old,  influential  families  of  Maryland.  James  was 
a son  of  John  Billitor,  who  was  born  in  Caroline 
County,  and  was  also  a representative  of  an  old 
Maryland  family.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Mrs. 
Holmes  has  the  blood  of  the  genuine  old  found- 
ers of  this  beautiful  commonwealth  in  her  veins. 

One  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holmes  died  in  infancy.  Their  only  daughter 
living,  Annie  K.  H.  Burnite,  is  a widow  and 
resides  in  Easton,  Md.  Mary  A.,  deceased, 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Barrow,  and  after  his 
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death  married  ' William  Hughes,  of  Talbot 
County.  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
William  Taylor,  of  Easton.  Mrs.  Holmes  is  a 
sweet  Christian  lady,  one  who  is  universally 
esteemed.  Her  greatest  pleasure  comes  from  the 
distribution  of  the  fortune  which  she  assisted  her 
husband  to  amass,  in  worthy  charities  and  in 
religious  work. 


OBERT  W.  CLUFF.  For  nearly  three- 
score and  ten  years,  the  entire  span  of  his 
life,  this  worthy  citizen  of  Dublin  district, 
Somerset  County,  has  dwelt  upon  the  pretty 
homestead  known  as  Chestnut  Ridge.  He  has 
been  a very  prosperous  agriculturist  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  all  local  enterprises  tend- 
ing toward  the  advancement  of  the  community  in 
which  his  lot  has  been  cast.  Though  he  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  honors,  he  once 
served  acceptably  as  judge  of  the  orphans’  court, 
and  in  his  political  views  has  been  a Democrat 
since  his  early  manhood,  when  he  was  a Whig. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Edward  W.  ClufF, 
was  a native  of  Dublin  district,  his  birth  having 
taken  place  upon  this  same  Chestnut  Ridge  farm 
now  owned  by  Robert  W.  He  was  engaged  in 
raising  a general  line  of  crops  and  was  achieving 
success  when  death  suddenly  claimed  him,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four  years.  He  was  a Whig  in 
political  faith.  He  had  married  Sallie,  daughter 
of  William  Marshall,  and  three  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  but  two  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Cluflf  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  died  when  in  her  fifty-second 
year.  The  father  of  Edward  W.  Cluff  bore 
the  Christian  name  of  Robert,  and  he  likewise 
was  born  and  passed  his  whole  life  upon  the 
old  homestead,  Chestnut  Ridge.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  a 
\\  hig  and  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  father  was  one  Jonathan  Cluff,  of 
Scotch  descent. 

Robert  W.  Cluff  was  born  in  1830,  and  when 
he  was  a mere  lad  had  mastered  the  details  of 


farming.  He  took  entire  charge  of  the  old  farm 
when  he  was  twenty-three,  and  has  since  been 
occupied  in  raising  cereals  and  market  vegetables 
chiefly.  He  owns  some  five  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  improved  land  and  has  good  buildings 
upon  the  place.  In  1857  he  married  Miss  Irene 
Broughton,  daughter  of  William  S.  Broughton, 
who  was  formerly  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this 
county.  He  was  a farmer,  and  for  several  years 
was  in  the  undertaking  business.  His  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Colbourn, 
survived  him  a few  years,  dying  when  in  her 
sixty-ninth  or  seventieth  year.  Twelve  children 
graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cluff,  and 
those  living  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Edward, 

Robert  L-,  Harry,  Annie  B.,  Irene,  John  C.  and 
Mary  E.  Robert  (the  first  of  the  name  among 
these  children),  Thomas  J.,  Fredric  B.  and 
Winifred  N.  are  deceased,  one  having  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years  and  another  when  but  five 
years  old.  The  sons  have  all  gone  from  the  home 
nest,  with  the  exception  of  John  C.,  who  is  of 
great  assistance  to  his  father  in  the  management 
of  the  farm.  The  family  attend  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  contribute  towards  religious  and 
charitable  enterprises. 


OHN  H.  HESSEY,  M.  D.  The  family  of 
which  this  well-known  physician  of  Hanes- 
ville  is  a representative  is  among  the  oldest 
of  Cecil  County  and  its  members  have  been  promi- 
nent in  the  public  life  and  business  affairs  of  the 
Eastern  Shore.  The  exact  date  of  the  arrival  of 
its  founder  in  America  is  not  known,  but  the 
records  show  that  he  came  from  Germany.  Suc- 
ceeding generations  bore  an  active  part  in 
developing  the  resources  of  soil  and  in  extending 
the  value  of  commerce,  so  that  to  them,  together 
with  the  representatives  of  other  pioneer  families, 
much  of  the  local  progress  is  due. 

The  doctor’s  father,  John  H.  Hessej^,  was  born 
in  Cecil  County,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  a farm  near  Cecilton,  the  cultivation  of 
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which  he  still  superintends.  In  politics  a Demo- 
crat, he  held  the  office  of  tax  collector  of  the  first 
district  for  some  time  and  in  other  positions  of 
responsibility  faithfully  subserved  the  interests  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  By  his  marriage  to  Laura 
Morgan,  member  of  an  old  family  of  the  same 
county,  he  became  the  father  of  seven  children, 
but  all  are  deceased  excepting  two:  John  H. ; and 
Ella,  wife  of  Henry  Boulden,  of  Cecil  County. 
The  parents  are  still  living  and  are  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  excellent  health  for  their  years. 

Near  Cecilton,  on  the  home  farm,  the  subject 
of  this  article  was  born  in  1853,  and  there  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  His  primary  education  was 
obtained  in  the  local  schools,  after  which  he 
became  a student  in  Washington  College  at  Ches- 
tertown  and  remained  a pupil  in  that  old  institu- 
tion until  his  graduation  in  1876.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  March,  1878,  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  At  once  after  completing  his  studies  he 
opened  an  office  in  Fairlee,  where  he  engaged  in 
practice  for  three  years.  In  1881  he  removed  to 
Hanesville,  where  he  has  since  resided,  in  the 
meantime  building  up  a valuable  practice.  He 
is  the  only  physician  within  a range  of  six  miles, 
and  that  fact,  together  with  his  acknowledged 
skill  as  a physician,  renders  his  position  in  the 
community  one  of  importance.  In  addition  to 
the  management  of  professional  duties,  he  has 
given  some  attention  to  the  fruit  business  and 
upon  the  farm  which  he  owns  he  has  raised 
peaches  and  pears.  While  this  has  been  merely 
a “side  issue,”  not  the  real  business  of  his  life, 
yet  he  has  found  it  pleasant  and  profitable,  and 
has  the  greatest  faith  in  the  Eastern  Shore  as  a 
fruit- raising  country.  It  has  never  been  his 
desire  to  hold  office  or  thrust  himself  conspicu- 
ously before  the  people,  and  aside  from  voting 
the  Democratic  ticket  at  elections,  he  has  never 
taken  any  part  in  politics. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Hessey,  in  1886,  united 
him  with  Emma  Nicholson,  an  estimable  lady  re- 
siding in  Kent  County,  of  which  her  father, 
Robert,  and  brother,  John  P.  Nicholson,  have 
been  prominent  residents.  The  four  children 


born  of  this  union  are  named  Sarah,  Franklin, 
John  and  Emma  Morgan.  The  family  attend 
services  at  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
bear  a part  in  many  of  the  activities  and  benev- 
olences of  that  denomination. 


HOMAS  C.  WEST,  cashier  of  the  Denton 
National  Bank,  was  born  in  the  first  dis- 
trict of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  near  the 
village  of  Mary  dell,  November  28,  1838.  His 
father,  Simeon  West,  a native  of  Caroline  County, 
born  in  1813,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  and  was  financially  prospered.  A man  of 
sincere  religious  convictions,  he  took  a leading 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee  and  class- 
leader.  His  death  occurred  in  1893,  when  he 
was  eighty  years  of  age.  His  mother  was  the 
widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Clendening,  who  died  in 
1848. 

Three  times  married,  our  subject’s  father  had 
five  sons  by  his  first  wife,  who  was  Margaret  A. 
Irons,  a native  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Titus  and  Mariam  Irons.  She  died  in 
1854.  Her  oldest  son,  Titus  Irons  West,  resides 
in  Camden,  N.  J.,  as  does  also  the  second  son, 
William  M.,  who  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war; 
the  third  son,  S.  Leslie  West,  M.  D.,  is  a gradu- 
ate of  Jefferson  Medical  College  and  a physician  of 
considerable  prominence  in  Philadelphia;  Prof. 
Charles  H.  West,  the  fourth  son,  is  principal  of 
a school  at  Lincoln,  111. 

In  the  local  public  schools  and  a select  school 
at  Templeville,  Md.,  our  subject  received  his 
education.  In  i860  he  was  employed  as  teacher 
at  Bee  Tree,  Md. , and  the  following  year  was  a 
student  in  the  West  River  Classical  Institute,  Anne 
Arundel  County,  Md.  For  the  four  ensuing 
years  he  was  principal  of  the  academy  at  Friend- 
ship, Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.  On  his  return 
to  Caroline  County  he  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Marydell,  but  soon  resumed  work 
as  an  instructor,  and  for  two  years  had  charge  of 
the  school  at  Cold  Spring,  Caroline  County,  Md. 
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For  a similar  period  he  taught  at  Oakland,  same 
county.  He  then  became  principal  of  the  Den- 
ton Academy,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
for  eight  years.  In  1880-8 1 he  was  with  the 
hardware  house  of  D.  C.  Avery  & Co.,  of  Easton, 
Md.,  but  resigned  this  position  to  accept  that  of 
teller  of  the  Denton  National  Bank  on  its  organi- 
zation, September  6,  1881.  He  remained  as 
teller  for  some  years,  but  since  May  15,  1888,  he 
has  been  cashier.  The  sound  financial  standing 
of  the  bank  is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  his 
sagacious  financiering  and  to  the  wisdom  which 
he  exercises  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
department. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  West  bring  him 
into  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party,  whose 
principles  he  supports.  From  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee,  steward 
and  treasurer.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Masons  and  Heptasophs.  His  marriage 
united  him  with  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  James 
and  Jane  Pippin,  of  Caroline  County,  their  union 
being  solemnized  December  26,  1863.  One  child 
was  born  unto  them,  Thomas  K , whose  death  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months  was  a deep  bereave- 
ment to  the  parents. 


OBERT  W.  MEDFORD.  For  several  gen- 
erations the  family  of  which  the  subject  of 
this  review  is  a worthy  representative  has 
been  numbered  among  the  best  in  Dorchester 
County,  for  its  members  have  been  peaceful,  law- 
abiding  citizens,  industrious,  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive, and  honest  and  upright  in  every  par- 
ticular. The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a 
very  public-spirited  man  and  has  served  as  col- 
lector of  the  twelfth  district  for  the  past  eight 
years  and  has  been  register  of  voters  in  this  lo- 
cality also.  His  home  is  pleasantly  situated  near 
the  town  of  Hurlock,  upon  a valuable  farm  in  the 
twelfth  district. 

The  birth  of  Robert  W.  Medford  occurred  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  county,  December  12, 


1845,  his  parents  being  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca 
(Payne)  Medford.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Williamsburg,  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty, in  1822,  and  always  resided  within  thecounty 
boundaries.  His  life  was  mainly  given  up  to  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  owner  of  some  three  hundred  acres  of 
well-improved  land.  His  father,  Nathaniel  Med- 
ford, Sr.,  was  a native  of  this  county,  and  died  a 
short  time  prior  to  the  birth  of  the  son.  The 
great-grandfather  and  the  great-great-grandfather 
(who  also  bore  the  Christian  name  of  Nathaniel) 
were  likewise  natives  of  this  county. 

I11  1874  Robert  W.  Medford  married  Miss 
Sarah  Harper,  and  nine  sons  and  daughters  have 
blessed  their  union.  Dora  A.  is  the  wife  of  James 
Martin  Covey,  of  American  Corners.  The  others- 
are  named  as  follows:  Edith,  William,  Daisy, 
Lovey,  Nathaniel,  Ottis,  John  and  Watson.  The 
family  are  regular  attendants  upon  the  services 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  several 
of  the  older  ones  are  members  of  the  denomina- 
tion. The  children  have  all  been  given  good 
educational  advantages  and  are  bright,  useful 
young  people,  bringing  great  credit  upon  their 
parents,  who  may  be  justly  proud  of  them. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Medford  is  a 
Democrat.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
about  four  hundred  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  all 
of  which  he  personally  supervises.  He  is  highly 
regarded  by  his  neighbors  and  has  hosts  of  sincere 
friends  in  the  community. 

ILLIAM  H.  CASHO.  In  perusing  the 
history  of  this  worthy  citizen  of  the  first 
district  of  Caroline  County  we  find  yet 
another  instance  of  the  success  that  can  be 
accomplished  by  a young  man  who  starts  forth 
in  the  world  with  a strong  determination  to 
win  success,  if  possible,  by  right  methods,  even 
though  he  is  empty-handed  in  the  beginning 
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of  his  career.  To  his  own  unaided  efforts  our 
subject  may  attribute  his  wealth  and  prosperity, 
for  he  has  had  to  rely  entirely  upon  himself  and 
by  his  struggles  with  adverse  circumstances  he 
has  become  strong,  sympathetic  toward  others  in 
trouble,  and  able  to  cope  with  difficulties  as  they 
present  themselves,  and  these  are  the  great  les- 
sons of  life  after  all  for  each  of  ns,  if  we  view  the 
question  aright. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  above-named 
gentleman  was  one  Jacob  Casho,  who  was  born 
in  France,  and  became  an  American  citizen  prior 
to  the  colonial  war  for  independence,  for  it  is 
known  that  he  fought  under  the  leadership  of  his 
fellow-countryman,  General  Lafayette.  In  his 
native  land  he  had  learned  the  baker’s  trade,  but 
after  locating  here  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  became  a large  land  owner.  He  lived 
to  reach  an  extreme  old  age.  His  son  Isaac, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cecil  County, 
Md.,  and  was  a millwright  and  blacksmith  in 
that  section,  and  also  owned  a farm  there.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  commissioned 
lieutenant.  He  married  Nancy  Ash,  who  was  a 
native  of  Delaware,  and  ten  children  were  born  to 
them,  the  six  who  survive  at  this  time  being: 
Jacob,  George,  William  H.,  Joseph,  Eliza  and 
Lovina. 

William  H.  Casho  was  born  January  15,  1833, 
in  Cecil  County,  and  remained  upon  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He  obtained 
a good  education,  amply  sufficient  for  practical 
purposes,  and  was  for  years  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  running  a sawmill,  etc.  November 
1,  1870,  he  first  settled  in  Caroline  County,  and 
took  up  his  abode  upon  a small  tract  of  twelve 
acres,  a part  of  the  large  homestead  which  he  now 
owns  here,  and  this,  together  with  an  old  saw- 
mill, constituted  his  available  assets.  A detailed 
account  of  the  intervening  years  might  be  given, 
but  suffice  it  to  say  that  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, and  he  has  a large  sawmill  and  a grist  mill 
and  basket  factory  besides,  all  in  running  order 
and  bringing  in  a good  income  to  him.  In  po- 
litical affairs  Mr.  Casho  is  a Republican,  and  from 
1877  to  1879  he  served  in  the  office  of  county 


commissioner,  but  with  that  exception  he  has 
never  been  persuaded  to  accept  of  public  posi- 
tions. Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

December  26,  1866,  Mr.  Casho  married  Ma- 
tilda E.  Kennedy,  a native  of  Chester  County, 
Pa.  She  was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  called  to  her  inheri- 
tance above  August  26,  1884,  aged  fifty  years. 
November  24,  1887,  Mr.  Casho  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  Simeon  Blood,  who  was  from  Con- 
necticut and  a successful  farmer.  He  departed 
this  life  August  29,  1897,  when  in  his  eighty- 
eighth  year.  Mrs.  Casho  was  born  and  reared 
in  Kent  County,  Del.,  and  with  her  husband  is  a 
member  of  the  local  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  various  departments 
of  its  activity. 


EVIN  J.  GALE  has  served  most  efficiently 
as  register  of  wills  for  Wicomico  County  for 
the  past  twelve  years  and  was  re-elected  for 
another  term  of  six  years  in  1897  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  His  first  public  service  was  when 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term 
of  W.  H.  Farington  (who  was  shot)  as  county 
commissioner.  After  acting  in  that  position  very 
acceptably  two  years  his  friends  brought  his  name 
forward  in  1885  for  register  of  wills  and  he  was 
duly  elected.  At  the  end  of  his  tenure  of  office, 
in  1891,  he  was  re-elected  for  another  term  of  six 
years.  He  has  proven  himself  to  be  reliable  and 
faithful  to  the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  and  to  the 
public  in  general  he  has  been  thoroughly  satis- 
factory. His  home  is  situated  upon  his  well-im- 
proved farm  in  Quantico  district,  seven  miles  west 
of  Salisbury,  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Gale  was  born  November  27,  1837,  in 
Ouantico  district,  Wicomico  County,  and  was 
reared  upon  his  father’s  farm.  His  parents  were 
Henry  and  Susan  (Goslee)  Gale,  both  likewise 
natives  of  that  district  and  now  deceased.  Their 
only  daughter,  Clara,  became  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Turpin  and  died  in  Quantico,  leaving  several 
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children.  Levin  J.  is  the  only  son.  He  was  a 
student  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  neigh- 
borhood in  his  youth  and  learned  the  various 
duties  pertaining  to  a farm  before  he  arrived  at 
his  majority.  He  is  justly  considered  to  be  a 
practical,  progressive  farmer,  and  has  made  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  the  homestead  which 
he  owns  here.  It  comprises  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation. 

In  1 86 1 Mr.  Gale  married  Virginia,  daughter 
of  W.  P.  Rider,  of  Ouantico.  They  have  two 
children,  viz. : William  H.,  who  is  a farmer  of 

Quantico  district,  and  whose  wife  was  formerly  a 
Miss  Collier;  and  Susan  M. , who  is  still  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Personally  Mr.  Gale,  of  this 
sketch,  is  a man  who  is  the  soul  of  honor  and  in- 
tegrity, and  whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as 
his  bond. 


OL.  PHILIP  WORTHINGTON  DOWNES, 
deceased,  the  first  president  of  the  Denton 
National  Bank,  was  born  in  Greensborough, 
Caroline  County,  Md.,  November  13,  1837.  He 
was  the  son  of  Hon.  William  H.  Downes,  who 
for  many  }7ears  conducted  a mercantile  store  in 
Greensborough  and  in  1848  represented  the  dis- 
trict in  the  house  of  delegates.  When  a boy  he 
attended  the  public  schools  and  later  entered 
Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1857.  Shortly  afterward  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Col. 
Samuel  Hambleton,  an  able  attorne)'  of  Easton. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  i860,  he  at  once  began  the 
practice  of  law  in  Denton  and  from  that  time  up 
to  his  death  he  continued  legal  practice  in  the 
same  office,  adjoining  his  residence. 

Not  only  was  Colonel  Downes  successful  in  his 
profession,  but  in  public  life  as  well.  He  possessed 
sagacity  combined  with  energy,  which  traits 
brought  him  prominence  and  aided  him  in  the 
accumulation  of  a competency.  For  many  years 
he  was  a conspicuous  figure  in  political  gather- 
ings, where  he  was  known  as  a forceful  and  elo- 
quent speaker.  In  1871  he  was  the  Democratic 


candidate  for  state’s  attorney,  but  was  defeated 
by  George  M.  Russura,  his  opponent,  who  was 
later  chosen  circuit  judge.  He  was  appointed 
the  first  fish-commissioner  by  Governor  Groom, 
just  after  that  important  branch  of  the  state  serv- 
ice was  inaugurated,  and  was  continued  in  the 
office  by  Governor  Carroll,  but  declined  further 
reappointment.  His  name  was  mentioned  for 
the  congressional  nomination  at  several  conven- 
tions and  in  1884  he  was  Senator  Gibson’s  most 
formidable  opponent  before  the  Cambridge  con- 
vention, his  canvass  being  conducted  by  Hon. 
Jesse  K.  Hines,  of  Chestertown.  In  1885  he  was 
appointed  general  appraiser  of  merchandise  at  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  his  jurisdiction  extending 
from  Baltimore  to  the  gulf  ports,  and  he  was  also 
often  called  north.  With  several  other  of  the 
general  appraisers  in  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  de- 
tailed on  a very  important  case  at  New  Orleans. 
Prior  to  this  he  had  made  many  trips  to  the 
south,  visiting  points  not  so  far  distant.  Early 
in  the  administration  of  President  Harrison  he 
was  displaced. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Downes  the 
Denton  National  Bank  was  founded.  He  was 
made  its  first  president  and  was  re-elected  every 
year  from  that  time  until  his  death.  To  the 
management  of  its  interests,  the  conduct  of  his 
practice  and  the  oversight  of  business  matters 
pertaining  to  his  property,  his  closing  years  were 
given,  inasmuch  as  the  condition  of  his  health 
would  permit.  One  of  his  most  cherished  plans 
was  the  building  of  a railroad  to  Denton  and 
through  central  Caroline  County.  After  the 
passage  of  a railroad  bill  years  ago  it  was  thought 
that  a railroad  would  be  built  at  once,  but  with 
all  his  efforts  the  plan  failed  and  he  never  lived 
to  see  a road  through  Denton.  He  died  June  1, 
1895,  and  his  aged  mother  passed  away  on  the 
1 6th  of  January  of  the  same  year.  He  had  sev- 
eral brothers  and  sisters:  Reynor,  Stephen  R., 
Ernest,  Emmett,  Eldridge,  Mrs.  Annie  Carter, 
Mrs.  John  E.  Wilson  and  Miss  Clara  Downes. 

In  1863  Colonel  Downes  married  Annie  Hard- 
castle,  only  child  of  Hon.  Edward  and  Sallie 
(Dukes)  Hardcastle,  of  the  fourth  district  of 
Caroline  County.  Her  father  was  a man  of 
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prominence  and  served  in  the  Maryland  legisla- 
ture. She  is  still  living  and  has  two  sons,  J. 
Dukes,  teller  of  the  Denton  National  Bank,  and 
Ormond. 


ARION  V.  BREWINGTON  is  one  of  the 
popular  editors  of  the  Wicomico  News  and 
is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Brew- 
ington  Brothers,  who  purchased  the  paper  in  1888 
and  have  since  published  it.  The  journal  has  a 
large  and  constantly  increasing  circulation,  this 
fact  being  due  to  its  excellence  in  every  particular. 
Its  special  aim  is  the  endorsement  of  all  industries 
and  enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  county  in 
general,  and  thus  it  claims  the  support  and  con- 
fidence of  all  of  her  citizens.  In  a bright,  breezy 
manner  it  presents  the  current  news  and  topics  of 
universal  interest,  and  at  the  same  time,  under 
local  headings,  relates  the  happenings  within  the 
county  borders.  The  editors  are  young  men  of 
good  judgment  and  sound  financial  sense  and  are 
possessed  of  enthusiasm  and  firm  faith  in  the  fu- 
ture opening  before  the  people  of  the  county. 

The  parents  of  Marion  V.  were  Henry  and 
Orinthia  (Long)  Brewington,  whose  history  is 
more  fully  given  in  the  sketch  of  Harry  L- , brother 
of  our  subject,  it  being  printed  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Suffice  it  to  say  here  that  the  father  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  of  this 
town,  where  he  lived  for  about  fifty-five  years. 
He  held  the  office  of  crier  of  the  court  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  was  very  active  in  the  Democracy. 
When  he  was  claimed  by  death  the  community  in 
which  he  had  dwelt  so  many  years  felt  that  it  had 
indeed  suffered  a great  loss.  He  died  in  1892, 
but  his  good  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better 
land  nearly  a quarter  of  a century. 

The  birth  of  M.  V.  Brewington  occurred  in 
Salisbury  in  1867,  he  being  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  deceased.  When  he  ar- 
rived at  a suitable  age  he  entered  the  schools  of 
this  place,  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
high  school.  With  his  brother  he  worked  in  the 
printing  office  of  the  Salisbury  Advertiser , and 
there  learned  the  rudiments  of  the  business.  He 


is  progressive  and  ambitious,  and  is  sure  to  make 
his  mark  in  the  field  of  journalism,  having  al- 
ready made  rapid  strides  in  that  direction.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  belongs  to  Wicomico  Lodge  No.  91,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Chesapeake  Royal  Arch,  Chapter 
No.  17.  Following  the  leadership  of  his  esteemed 
father,  he  endorses  the  platform  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

In  April,  1893,  a marriage  ceremony  united  the 
destinies  of  Marion  V.  Brewington  and  Miss 
Madge  Fulton,  one  of  the  accomplished  young 
ladies  of  Salisbury.  She  is  a daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Fulton,  rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  place  for  several  years, 
and  a native  of  Scotland.  The  young  couple 
have  a very  happy  home  and  take  great  pleasure 
in  entertaining  their  many  friends  within  its  hos- 
pitable walls. 


DUKES  DOWNES,  teller  of  the  Denton 
National  Bank,  was  born  in  Denton,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1870,  and  is  the  older  son  of  Col. 
Philip  Worthington  and  Annie  (Hardcastle) 
Downes.  The  latter  was  born  September  18, 
1842,  being  the  only  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Sallie  A.  Hardcastle,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Dukes.  Edward  Hardcastle 
represented  Caroline  County  in  the  Maryland 
legislature  in  1850  and  1851.  When  a boy  he 
was  a student  in  the  military  and  naval  academy 
at  Oxford,  Mel.,  and  afterward  carried  on  his 
studies  in  an  academy  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1887, 
when  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  became  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  Denton  National  Bank  and 
one  year  later  was  promoted,  being  given  the 
position  of  teller. 

October  18,  1893,  Mr.  Downes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  Isabel,  daughter  of  Col. 
James  Merrick,  and  granddaughter  of  Major 
Merrick,  both  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  the 
latter  a successful  financier.  Like  his  ancestors 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  our  subject  is  stanch 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  principles  espoused  by  the 
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Democratic  party  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
furthering  the  interests  of  that  political  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Denton,  a regular  attendant  at  its 
services,  and  is  one  of  its  vestrymen.  Fraternally 
a Mason,  he  is  identified  with  Temple  Lodge  No. 
128,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Denton,  and  is  at  this 
writing  the  junior  warden  of  the  lodge.  He  has 
already  been  markedly  successful  and  without 
doubt  possesses  the  qualities  that  will  bring  him 
further  success  in  future  years. 


ANIEL  H.  COX  is  a practical  and  progress- 
ive farmer,  his  home  being  in  the  fourth 
district  of  Talbot  County,  and  known  as 
White  Marsh.  Since  his  boyhood  days  he  has 
been  familiar  with  every  branch  of  farming,  and 
brings  to  bear  upon  whatever  he  undertakes  qual- 
ities of  industry  and  perseverance  which  usually 
yield  rich  reward.  No  member  of  this  commu- 
nity is  more  generally  respected  and  looked  up  to 
than  he,  for  his  support  is  always  given  to  what- 
ever tends  to  advance  or  develop  the  highest  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow-men.  He  is  a class-leader  and 
a steward  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
carrying  out  his  ideas  of  temperance  in  a practi- 
cal form,  as  he  believes,  he  is  a strong  upholder 
of  the  Prohibition  party. 

Samuel  Cox,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  England.  The  father,  William  A.,  was 
born  near  the  Oaks,  in  Talbot  County,  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  as  a means  of  liveli- 
hood. He  died  December  23,  1880,  when  about 
sixty-six  years  of  age.  His  good  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Henrietta  Leonard,  and  who 
was  a native  of  Trappe  district,  Talbot  County, 
survived  him  but  five  years,  dying  in  May,  1885. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  but  all 
save  three  of  the  number  have  been  called  to  the 
silent  land.  James  S.  is  a resident  of  Caroline 
County;  and  J.  A.  is  a merchant  of  Preston,  in 
the  same  county. 

D.  H.  Cox  was  born  on  a farm  not  far  distant 
from  his  present  home,  July  26,  1854,  and  in  his 


boyhood  was  a pupil  of  the  Easton  schools.  At 
seventeen  he  returned  home  and  gave  his  whole 
time  to  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  homestead 
until  he  was  twenty- five.  Then  he  went  into 
Caroline  County  and  rented  a farm  on  his  own  ac- 
count. This  place,  called  Frazier  Flats,  he  culti- 
vated successfully  for  seven  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  period  he  came  to  White  Marsh,  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  It  belongs 
to  his  father-in-law,  Robert  H.  Jump,  who  makes 
his  home  with  the  family,  and  is  now  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age,  and  is  a native  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County. 

January  27,  1879,  D.  H.  Cox  married  Clara  E. 
Jump  and  three  children  have  blessed  their  union: 
Percy  Leroy,  Paul  and  Dalpha.  Another  child, 
Annie,  they  have  most  kindly  adopted,  with  the 
intention  of  bringing  her  up  as  one  of  their  own 
little  ones. 


Robert  h.  Whittington,  treasurer  of 

Somerset  County  and  proprietor  of  a general 
store  at  Marion  Station,  is  a descendant,  in 
the  second  generation,  of  James  Whittington,  a 
native  of  England,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
young  manhood  and  settled  in  Lawsons  district, 
Somerset  County.  Here  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five.  Among  his  sons  was  Isaac,  who 
was  born  in  this  county  and  spent  his  active  life 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits  here.  He  was  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  a member  of  the  official  board.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Our  subject’s  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sallie  Coulbourn,  and  was  one  of  a family  of 
twelve  children,  whose  parents  were  William  and 
Sallie  (Long)  Coulbourn.  Her  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Somerset  County,  where  at  an  early 
age  he  embarked  in  farming,  and  in  this  occupa- 
tion his  remaining  years  were  busily  spent.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  a worthy  representative  of  a well-known 
family.  At  the  age  of  ninety  years  he  passed 
away.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Whittington,  became 
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the  mother  of  ten  children,  but  only  four  are  now 
living:  Stephen  H.;  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas  S. 
Adams;  Robert  H.;  and  Isaac  T.  Like  her  hus- 
band and  father,  she  was  a devoted  Methodist. 
Her  death  occurred  when  she  was  seventy. 

Born  in  Somerset  County  in  1841,  the  subject 
of  this  article  attended  private  schools  here  when 
a boy.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  to 
learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  occuption  he 
followed  for  ten  years.  In  1867  he  opened  a gen- 
eral store  at  Crisfield,  where  he  conducted  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  Selling  out  in  1869,  he  built 
a new  store  at  Marion  Station  and  here  he  has 
since  built  up  a valuable  trade  in  mercantile  lines. 
For  a time  he  was  also  in  the  oyster  business  and 
still  has  extensive  farming  interests.  Upon  the 
Republican  ticket  he  was  elected  county  treasurer 
in  1895  for  a term  of  two  years,  and  his  service  in 
this  responsible  position  has  been  most  satis- 
factory. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Whittington  was  a 
daughter  of  Smith  Lankford,  and  at  her  death 
she  left  four  children,  two  now  living:  William 
R.  and  Aurelia  M.  His  second  wife  was  Mary 
E.  Jones,  a daughter  of  Thomas  J.  Jones,  and 
prior  to  her  marriage  a resident  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore.  In  fraternal  matters  Mr.  Whittington 
is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs,  in  which  he  has 
passed  the  chairs.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Masonic  order.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  one  of  its  leading  sup- 
porters. 


^)AMUEL  L.  WEBSTER,  a resident  of  East 
New  Market,  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
successful  business  men  of  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty. He  is  the  owner  of  two  mills,  one  located  at 
Linehester,  Caroline  County,  and  the  other  at 
Beulah,  Dorchester  County.  His  landed  interests 
are  large,  aggregating  nearly  two  thousand  acres 
of  land,  some  of  which  has  come  to  him  by  in- 
heritance and  some  by  purchase.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  a large  fertilizer  plant  in  Cambridge. 
His  versatile  business  capacity  enables  him  to 


grasp  and  superintend  various  interests,  though 
of  a widely  different  nature  from  one  another,  and 
these  he  manages  with  a skill  and  sagacity  dis- 
played by  few. 

Near  the  village  of  Vienna,  in  Dorchester 
County,  Mr.  Webster  was  born,  February  28, 
1830.  His  father,  John,  was  born  in  the  upper 
part  of  this  county  in  1800,  and  on  attaining 
manhood  embarked  in  farming,  which  he  made 
his  life  occupation.  He  was  a man  of  less  than 
average  height,  but  though  small  in  statue  he 
was  large  of  heart  and  brain,  and  was  conceded 
to  be  one  of  the  best  business  men  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.  Possessing  force  of  character  that  was 
noticeable  in  every  transaction,  he  was  neverthe- 
less, kind  and  sympathetic,  and  always  befriended 
the  worthy  poor  in  his  neighborhood.  Every 
business  enterprise  for  the  material  advancement 
of  the  community  received  the  impetus  of  his  en- 
couragement. When  the  railroad  was  building 
here  he  became  president  of  the  company,  a posi- 
tion that  he  held  for  several  years.  Through  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  he  managed  his  inter- 
ests he  became  the  owner  of  several  thousand 
acres  of  land. 

The  marriage  of  J.0I111  Webster  united  him  with 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  James  Simmons.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Winfield,  deceased;  Samuel  L. ; Elizabeth,  who 
first  married  Edward  Hardcastle,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Francis  Turner,  deceased; 
Mary,  who  married  John  Nichols;  Sarah,  wife  of 
A.  J.  Collins;  M.  Augusta,  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  Hurst;  and  Margaret,  Mrs.  Elbridge 
Johnson.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  Webster,  was,  it  is  thought,  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
was  spent  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

November  1,  1855,8.  L.  Webster  married  Miss 
Priscilla  A.  Sheppard,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Lloyd)  Sheppard,  of  Worcester  County. 
Our  subject  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  nine  sons, 
namely:  John  B.,  Noah,  Winfield,  Sheppard, 

Frank,  Charles,  Roland,  Samuel  and  Lloyd.  The 
sons  are  all  married  and  engaged  in  business, 
with  the  exception  of  the  youngest,  who  is  in 
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school.  Mr.  Webster  has  resided  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  comity  during  his  entire  life,  and  is 
the  owner  of  the  homestead  formerly  belonging  to 
his  grandfather,  whereon  may  be  seen  the  old 
family  burying  ground,  where  preceding  genera- 
tions of  the  name  lie  buried.  In  sympathy  with 
the  temperance  cause,  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
Prohibition  party.  He  and  his  wife  and  part  of 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
contribute  generously  to  religious  and  charitable 
movements. 


«YSAAC  HARRISON  MERRILL  has  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Pocomoke  City 
X for  thirty-five  years  and  has  met  with  succees 
in  his  undertakings,  having  built  up  a reputa- 
tion as  a reliable,  efficient  and  energetic  mer- 
chant, one  who  is  just  and  honest  in  his  dealings 
with  all.  For  some  time  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
general  store,  but  for  fifteen  years  or  more  he  has 
dealt  exclusively  in  clothing  and  men’s  furnishing 
goods.  He  has  in  stock  a full  supply  of  hats  and 
caps,  ready-made  clothing, and  in  fact  everything 
kept  in  a model  store  of  this  kind. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Levin,  son  of  Levin 
Merrill,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Worcester  County,  and 
married  Julia  Barrett,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children.  Those  who  attained  maturity  were: 
Henry  T. ; William  J.,  who  was  a farmer  and 
merchant;  Alfred  D. , a farmer;  Levin  H.,  who 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  mercantile  business; 
John  S.,  who  was  an  architect;  Isaac  Harrison; 
Sallie  A.,  Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Lambden;  Julia  C., 
wife  of  Jerome  B.  Hall;  Mary  E-,  who  married 
Samuel  J.  Lambden  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife;  and  Harriet,  who  died  at  eighteen  years. 
All  have  passed  away  except  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

On  the  farm  near  Pocomoke  City,  October  7, 
1840,  occurred  the  birth  of  our  subject  and  on  the 
same  place  his  boyhood  years  were  passed.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  he  became  a pupil  in  the  schools 
of  Pocomoke  City,  where  he  remained  a student 
for  six  years.  He  then  entered  the  store  of  Hargis 


& Dickinson,  where  he  clerked  for  three  years. 
I11  the  spring  of  1862  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Pocomoke  City  and  has  since 
been  a successful  business  man  of  the  place.  The 
problems  of  the  age  receive  thoughtful  considera- 
tion from  him  and  he  favors  Prohibition  prin- 
ciples. For  ten  years  he  has  been  a deacon  in 
the  Baptist  Church  and  for  more  than  twenty 
years  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Hep- 
tasophs,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen  and 
Fraternal  Legion. 

In  1861  Mr.  Merrill  married  Annie  Primrose, 
formerly  a resident  of  Milford,  Del.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them.  Sadie  P.  is  the  widow 
of  Edward  Gibbons;  Annie  married  W.  H. 
Walters,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Pocomoke  City;  C.  Beulah 
is  the  wife  of  E . I.  Blaine,  a druggist  of  this 
place;  Minnie  D.  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Ennis, 
our  subject’s  bookkeeper,  and  manager  of  the 
store;  William  J.  died  in  boyhood  and  Julia  in 
infancy;  and  I.  Harrison  is  a student  in  Western 
Maryland  College. 


HARVEY  HEARN  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Wicomico  County  and  has  devoted 
himself  industriously  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  farming  property.  The  farm  which  he  owns 
and  operates  is  situated  in  Salisbury  district  and 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  bear- 
ing the  usual  buildings  and  improvements  of 
modern  estates.  He  is  a native  of  this  township, 
born  near  the  village  of  Salisbury,  March  31, 
1839,  and  is  a member  of  a family  long  resident 
in  this  locality.  His  father,  Benjamin  H.  Hearn, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  his  son  now  lives, 
and  throughout  life  engaged  in  farming,  also  to 
some  extent  followed  the  trade  of  a wheelwright. 
His  death  occurred  in  i860. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Betsy,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Vincent,  of  Wicomico  County.  She 
died  in  1880.  Of  her  family  of  eleven  children, 
four  are  now  living,  namely:  George,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Delaware;  Maria,  who  married  Levin 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


791 


S.  Gordy,  of  North  Carolina;  Henrietta,  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Hopkins,  and  a resident  of 
Politico,  this  county;  and  B.  Harvey.  The  last- 
named  had  very  few  educational  advantages  when 
he  was  young;  in  fact,  his  only  education  is  that 
which  he  has  gained  in  the  school  of  experience. 
From  early  youth  he  has  engaged  in  farming  and 
among  his  neighbors  is  known  as  a hard-working, 
economical  and  energetic  farmer. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Hearn  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  December  1, 
1864,  he  married  Mary  E.  Hearn,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hearn,  of  Delmar,  Del.  The  three  chil- 
dren born  to  them  are  Marion  E. , who  occupies  a 
farm  near  the  home  of  his  parents;  Edith  M. ; and 
Lillie  E.,  wife  of  Irvin  Twilly,  of  Politico. 


e — f- 


WILLIAM  J.  BARTON  is  the  proprietor  of 
Hall  Barton  farm,  a valuable  and  desir- 
able homestead,  situated  in  the  sixth  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  Here  he  first  saw 
the  light  of  day,  and  around  many  of  the  beauti- 
ful spots  in  this  neighborhood  his  earliest  recol- 
lections cluster.  His  father  and  family  were 
well-to-do  people  and  influential  members  of  the 
community  and  held  a position  second  to  none  in 
the  high  regard  of  a large  circle  of  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  in  an  atmosphere  of  love,  harmony 
and  elevated  principles  and  ideals  he  grew  to 
man’s  estate,  well  fitted  for  the  battles  that 
awaited  him  in  the  busy  world. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  the  direct  line  of  de- 
scent to  bear  the  Christian  name  of  William,  his 
grandfather  having  been  William  A.,  and  his  own 
father  William  E-  The  latter  was  a native  of 
Caroline  County  (as  was  his  father  before  him) 
and  was  a farmer  throughout  life,  and  a very  suc- 
cessful one.  He  was  a leader  in  the  local  Democ- 
racy, and  was  a magistrate  for  years,  and  also 
served  as  a member  of  the  house  of  delegates  at 
one  time.  He  was  a man  of  correct  methods  and 
great  devotion  to  the  church  with  which  his  lot 
was  cast,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  South,  in 
which  he  was  a steward.  He  married  Mary  E. 


Chance,  of  Caroline  County,  daughter  of  Batch- 
elder  C.  Chance,  and  their  surviving  children 
were  as  follows:  William  J. ; B.  C.,  of  the  sixth 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County;  Lizzie  B.,  wife 
of  Jacob  E.  Morgan,  of  the  same  district  and 
county;  and  Edward  A.,  of  Philadelphia. 

William  J.  Barton  was  born  September  10, 
1858,  and  attended  the  local  schools  and  a private 
institution  of  learning  at  Hillsborough,  until  he 
was  about  twenty  years  old.  Since  that  time  he 
has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  farming 
and  now  owns  Mulbury  Hill,  better  known  as 
Hall  Barton  farm,  a place  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres.  He  speculates  in  peaches  and 
makes  a specialty  of  growing  seed  potatoes  and 
seed  wheat,  and  also  is  a breeder  of  thorough- 
bred Cheshire  hogs.  He  is  quite  a musician, 
and  gives  lessons  in  the  art  to  a few  friends. 
Like  his  father  he  favors  the  Democracy,  and  is  a 
steward  in  the  old  church  with  which  his  elders 
were  formerly  identified. 

July  28,  1885,  Mr.  Barton  married  Loula  M., 
daughter  of  Hon.  C.  M.  Jump,  of  Talbot  County, 
and  they  have  five  children,  viz.:  Loula  Meta, 
William  Marvin,  Mary  Augusta  Morgan,  Will- 
iam Edward  and  Lizzie  Naomi.  Mrs.  Barton  is 
a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  is  a charm- 
ing hostess,  presiding  with  dignity  and  grace  over 
her  husband’s  beautiful  home. 


KOBERT  J.  JUMP,  who  for  years  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  attorneys  and 
prominent  public  men  of  Denton,  was  born 
near  Greensborough, Caroline  County,  in  the  sec- 
ond district,  December  7,  1833.  He  is  descended 
from  good  old  Revolutionary  ancestors,  who  were 
of  English  and  Scotch  lineage.  In  1700  three 
brothers  of  the  name  crossed  the  ocean,  one  of 
whom  settled  at  Bohemia  Manor,  Md.,  another 
in  the  south,  and  the  third  in  Delaware.  Suc- 
ceeding generations  attained  prominence  in  the 
history  of  their  respective  localities.  One  of  the 
family  was  the  pioneer  in  the  raising  of  peaches 
in  Delaware. 
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John  Jump,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
Delaware  in  1800,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty  years 
he  came  to  Maryland,  settling  near  Denton,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  of  six  hundred  acres.  Plis 
intelligence  and  honorable  character  made  him 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  locality. 
Appointed  collector  of  taxes,  he  filled  the  position 
wisely.  In  1844  he  was  chosen  county  sheriff, 
which  was  the  last  office  he  held.  He  died  in 
1847,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  had  a 
brother,  Robert  B. , who  was  prominent  as  a fruit 
farmer  in  Delaware,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  the  oldest  Mason  in  his  state. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  Clements, 
was  born  in  Delaware  and  traced  her  lineage  to 
Scotland.  Of  her  children,  Robert  J.  was  the 
only  son  who  attained  mature  years,  the  other 
son,  Thomas  Henry,  having  died  in  boyhood. 
There  are  five  daughters  still  living,  namely: 
Mollie  E.,  who  resides  in  Wilmington,  Del.; 
Lydia  A.,  widow  of  Dr.  John  W.  Canaway,  'and  a 
resident  of  Wilmington;  Sarah  E. , widow  of 
William  C.  Smith,  who  was  a farmer  residing 
near  Easton,  Md.;  Louisa,  who  lives  in  Camden, 
Del.;  and  Belle  C.,  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Wilson,  of 
Barclay,  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  a merchant 
of  that  place. 

The  education  obtained  by  our  subject  was 
such  as  the  district  schools  and  academies  afford- 
ed. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  became  an  assist- 
ant in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 
He  read  law  with  J.  E.  Rochester,  the  leading 
attorney  of  that  day,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1857.  During  the  same  year  he  was  elect- 
ed clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  held  the  office 
for  six  years,  when  he  declined  re-nomination,  as 
he  wished  to  give  his  attention  to  the  law.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  comptroller  of  Maryland, 
which  position  he  filled  for  three  years  and  then 
declined  another  term.  The  Republican  party 
made  him  their  nominee  for  the  state  senate  in 
1869.  The  ensuing  years  were  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  law,  which  he  carried  on  successfully. 
In  1891  he  was  elected  state’s  attorney  of  Caroline 
Count}".  In  1896  there  was  a vacancy  in  the  of- 
fice of  register  of  wills,  caused  by  the  death  of 
James  B.  Steele,  who  had  occupied  the  office  for 


many  years,  and  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy, and  in  1897  was  elected  for  the  term  of  six 
years. 

I11  1855  Mr.  Jump  married  Laura  Cochran, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Benson) 
Cochran,  members  of  prominent  Delaware  fami- 
lies, and  the  former  for  years  a merchant  of  Cam- 
bridge, Md.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jump 
are  as  follows:-  Elizabeth  E.,  widow  of  Marion 
Pippin;  Alexander,  who  died  at  two  years;  Ella, 
deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Todd,  an  at- 
torney; Robert  J.,  a clerk  in  New  York  City;  and 
Charles  C.,  who  is  city  editor  of  the  Meriden 
(Conn.)  Record.  Fraternally  Mr.  Jump  is  a 
Chapter  Mason.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
fraternity  since  1855,  and  is  now  the  oldest  living 
past  master  who  is  a member  of  the  lodge.  In 
1885-87  he  was  inspector  of  his  district.  In  reli- 
gious belief  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  president  of  the  lay 
conference  held  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  March, 
1876. 


RANK  D.  HARRISON,  one  of  the  represent- 
ative farmers  of  the  second  district,  Talbot 
County,  was  born  on  the  identical  home- 
stead which  he  now  cultivates,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1854.-  His  whole  life  history  is  intimately 
associated  with  this  vicinity,  as  he  has  never 
lived  elsewhere,  and  from  his  earliest  years  he  has 
enjoyed  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
About  1880  he  assumed  entire  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
these  parts,  and  comprises  some  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres. 

Joseph  H. , father  of  the  above-named  gentle- 
man, was  a native  of  the  village  of  St.  Michael’s, 
in  this  district,  and  there  grew  to  maturity. 
When  he  had  acquired  sufficient  capital  he  in- 
vested it  in  the  tract  of  land  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  son.  Here  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
busy  and  useful  life,  and  in  time  became  very 
well-off  in  this  world’s  goods.  He  was  a man  of 
considerable  influence  in  this  community  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  in  the  Easton 
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National  Bank,  being  connected  with  that  insti- 
tution in  the  last  capacity  for  thirty-seven  years, 
or  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  16,  1888, 
at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Harrison)  Harrison,  the  former  being  the 
sixth  Joseph  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  in  the 
United  States,  and  a native  of  Talbot  County. 

The  wife  of  Joseph  H.  was  a Miss  Mary  Jane 
Denney,  who  was  born  in  this  locality.  She  is 
still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  though  now 
in  her  seventy- fourth  year,  and  prefers  to  do  her 
own  housework.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  but  only  three  of  the  number  remain. 
Olivia  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Easter,  of  Vir- 
ginia; and  Kate  W.  is  the  widow  of  Stephen 
Harrison,  of  St.  Michael’s. 

The  boyhood  days  of  F.  D.  Harrison  passed 
uneventfully,  his  time  being  occupied  by  his 
studies,  work  and  play.  He  mastered  all  the 
difficulties  of  farm  work  when  he  was  yet  in  his 
teens,  and  is  now  a successful  business  man.  He 
has  never  been  much  concerned  in  questions  of 
political  bearing,  but  uses  his  franchise  in  behalf 
of  the  candidates  of  the  Democracy.  He  is  up- 
right and  just  in  all  his  transactions,  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  high  regard  in  which  his  neighbors 
and  friends  hold  him. 


ZARIAH  M.  KENDALL.  With  many  of 
the  prominent  and  successful  enterprises  of 
Fairlee  and  the  surrounding  country,  both 
in  the  third  and  fifth  districts,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  been  intimately  identified  and  to  his 
energy  and  progressive  spirit  much  of  the  de- 
velopment of  local  projects  is  due.  To  the  peo- 
ple of  Kent  County  he  is  known  as  “West  End,’’ 
the  popular  local  correspondent  of  the  Kent 
News.  His  principal  occupation  has  been  that 
of  contracting  and  building,  but  he  has  other 
important  interests.  He  is  surveyor  for  the 
Kent  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
he  is  also  the  agent.  In  1896  he  was  chosen  to 


fill  the  office  of  district  assessor  and  was  also 
register  of  votes  for  the  sixth  district.  Educa- 
tional matters  have  been  fostered  by  his  prudent 
supervision,  and  as  trustee  for  school  No.  2 he 
has  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  this  school  district.  Realizing  the  importance 
of  a good  education  it  has  been  his  aim  to  pro- 
vide the  children  of  this  locality  with  every  ad- 
vantage in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Kendall  represents  the  fourth  generation 
of  his  family  in  America,  the  first  of  the  name 
having  come  to  Kent  County  from  Ireland. 
Horace,  his  grandfather,  spent  his  entire  life 
here.  Rev.  James  Kendall,  the  father,  was  born 
in  this  county  and  in  early  life  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  later  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  and  also  gave  some  attention  to  the 
trade  of  wheelwright,  being  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Keiser  & Kendall.  For  many  years  he 
was  a local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  earnestness  with  which  he  labored 
for  the  cause  of  Christianity  proved  the  depth  of 
his  religious  convictions.  In  politics  a Republi- 
can he  was  his  party’s  nominee  for  register  of 
wills  and  was  defeated  by  only  sixteen  votes  bv 
his  opponent,  William  Stephens.  This  was  an 
exceptionally  creditable  showing,  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party  usually  gained  large  majorities. 
Both  in  church  and  political  circles  he  was  popu- 
lar. He  died  August  6,  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eliza  Legg,  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely : Azariah  M.;  Clara  O., 
wife  of  F.  H.  Ward,  of  Fairlee;  Mrs.  Perpetua 
Moslin;  and  Naomi,  wife  of  D.  P.  Jones,  of 
Chestertown. 

The  eldest  of  the  family  was  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  whose  birth  occurred  at  Rock  Hall  in 
1854.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Kent 
County,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building,  which  business  he  has 
since  followed.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  and  Fairlee 
Council  No.  183,  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics,  in  which  he  is  a charter  member.  In 
Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  is  a stew- 
ard and  class-leader  and  in  1896  served  as  assist- 
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ant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In 
1879  he  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Thomas  B. 
Bordley.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Alice  M.;J.  Thomas;  Cattie  L. ; and  Clara  P. 
and  Julia  Marie,  twins.  The  two  latter  are  de- 
ceased. 


KV.  JOSEPH  L.  MILLS,  D.  D.  There 
are  few  parishes  lying  near  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  better  known  than  that  of  St.  James’ 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  Hanesville, 
whose  efficient  and  popular  pastor  forms  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article.  A record  of  his  life  will  be 
of  interest,  not  alone  to  his  parishioners,  but  to 
the  general  public  whose  esteem  he  has  won  by 
the  uprightness  of  his  life  and  the  earnestness  of 
his  character.  Since  accepting  his  present  pas- 
torate in  1892,  he  has  increased  the  membership 
of  the  church  and  in  less  than  a year  secured  a 
number  of  improvements  to  the  building,  both 
exterior  and  interior,  that  cost  $1,000. 

The  Mills  ancestry  is  of  Dutch  origin.  About 
1620  Lord  Pieter  Wouter  Van  Der  Miller  emi- 
grated from  Holland  to  America  and  established 
his  home  in  New  Amsterdam,  and  the  family 
finally  settled  in  Connecticut.  The  first  to  re- 
move to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  was 
Levin  Mills,  whose  only  son,  John  S.,  was  born 
in  Worcester  County,  and  there  spent  his  entire 
life  engaged  in  business  as  a tanner.  By  his 
marriage  to  Mary  A.  Scott,  of  the  same  county, 
he  had  an  only  son,  Joseph  Levin.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-one,  in  1844,  having  for  four 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  died  when  her  son 
was  only  eleven  days  old. 

Borti  in  Pocomoke  City,  Worcester  Count}', 
Md.,  in  1840,  the  subject  of  this  article  received 
his  education  in  private  schools  and  academies, 
but  on  account  of  poor  health  he  was  obliged  to 
discontinue  his  studies  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
For  three  years  he  engaged  in  cabinet  making  for 
the  sake  of  the  exercise,  but  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  follow  the  business  permanently,  and  he 
therefore  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  study  for 
the  ministry  under  Rev.  Dr.  J.  K.  Nichols.  His 


first  sermon  was  preached  in  a small  sehoolhouse 
near  Pocomoke  City.  For  a short  time  he  held 
pastorates  at  Salisbury  and  Alexandria,  Va.  In 
March,  i860,  he  was  received  on  probation  into 
the  Maryland  annual  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  His  first  assignment  was  to 
the  Queen  Anne’s  circuit.  Afterward  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Susquehanna  and  Talbot  circuit.  In 
1862  he  married  Marietta  Dickinson,  of  Pocomoke 
City.  Two  years  later,  on  account  of  poor  health, 
he  temporarily  retired  from  the  ministry  and  for 
several  years  engaged  in  teaching,  organizing  in 
1865  the  first  public  school  in  Pocomoke  City 
and  officiating  as  principal,  with  his  wife  as  as- 
sistant. In  1867  he  assisted  in  securing  the  erec- 
tion of  a high-school  building.  In  November  of 
the  same  year  he  went  to  Virginia  and  spent 
three  years  in  Lynchburg  and  a similar  period  in 
Salisbury,  Md.  During  his  pastorate  in  the  lat- 
ter place  he  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  a 
new  house  of  worship.  In  1873  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Somerset  circuit  and  the  following 
year  accepted  a pastorate  in  Laurel,  Del.,  but  in 
1875  resigned  and  went  to  Montgomery,  Ala. 
During  the  five  years  of  his  pastorate  there  he 
rebuilt  the  church  at  a cost  of  $12,000.  Return- 
ing to  the  Old  Dominion  he  spent  one  year  in 
Alexandria,  then  came  back  to  Maryland,  and  was 
for  two  years  in  Frederick  on  the  Jefferson  circuit. 

Resigning  in  1883  Dr.  Mills  went  to  Washing- 
ton and  for  four  years  held  the  pastorate  of  the 
Ninth  Street  Church.  He  was  then  with  the 
Hill  Street  Church  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  for  two 
years;  and  with  the  church  at  Westminster,  Md., 
for  three  years.  In  1892  he  came  to  the  church 
where  he  has  since  remained.  As  a pastor  he  is 
exceedingly  solicitous  about  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  flock;  and  their  joys  and  sorrows  he  makes 
his  own,  sympathizing  with  them  in  trouble  and 
rejoicing  with  them  in  happiness.  He  is  an 
earnest  speaker,  forceful  and  logical,  and  his  ad- 
dresses are  always  listened  to  with  interest  by 
the  thoughtful  and  the  earnest.  In  1878  the 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Alabama 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellow’s  orders,  and  while  in  Alabama 
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served  as  grand  worthy  Chief  Templar  of  the  order 
of  Good  Templars  for  that  state.  He  is  the  father 
of  five  children,  Frank  D.,  Joseph  S. , William 
P.,  John  Bibb  and  Marie. 

— — ; $ — > « — 4— — 

OHN  H.  HOLLAND  is  one  of  the  old  and 
respected  citizens  of  Lawsons  district,  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  which  his  whole  life 
has  been  spent.  Since  attaining  manhood  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming,  merchandising  and 
milling,  and  has  been  very  successful.  In  1866 
he  built  a saw  and  grist  mill  here,  and  this  has 
been  in  constant  operation  by  him  ever  since. 
He  resides  in  a very  comfortable  and  pleasant 
home,  situated  but  a short  distance  from  his 
mill.  The  store  that  he  has  carried  on  for  so 
many  years  is  the  same  one  that  was  formerly 
managed  by  his  father  for  a long  period. 

John  S.  Holland,  father  of  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write,  was  a native  of  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, and  when  he  had  arrived  at  maturity  he  pur- 
chased the  homestead  that  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  son,  John  H.  This  place  he  improved 
and  cultivated  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  as 
previously  mentioned,  he  was  also  proprietor  of 
a store  here.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics  and 
was  a veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  having  been  a 
participant  in  the  battle  of  North  Point.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Miles,  was 
a daughter  of  William  Miles  of  this  neighborhood. 
She  survived  her  husband  several  years,  dying 
when  about  fifty-five  years  of  age.  By  their  mar- 
riage four  children  were  born,  viz.:  Julia  Anne, 
John  H.,  George  and  Eliza,  all  living  at  the  date 
of  this  writing. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  upon  the 
old  farm  where  he  now  lives,  April  28,  1828,  and 
here  his  boyhood  was  passed  uneventfully.  His 
education  was  that  of  the  common  schools  of  his 
day,  which  he  attended  more  or  less  until  he  was 
about  sixteen  years  old.  He  then  began  to  fol- 
low the  life  of  a boatman  and  oyster  fisher  upon 
the  bay  and  small  rivers  of  this  section,  being 
thus  occupied  some  five  or  six  years.  His  next 


venture  was  in  the  mercantile  line  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  interested  in  the  management  of 
his  store  here.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  affairs  and  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
At  one  time  he  was  a candidate  for  county 
commissioner,  but  was  defeated.  In  his  business 
transactions  he  has  been  extremely  successful 
and  now  owns  about  six  hundred  acres,  divided 
into  five  farms,  and  eighteen  houses  in  Crisfield, 
which  he  rents  to  responsible  tenants.  Thus  he 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
this  district,  and  may  be  proud  of  the  fact,  for  his 
means  have  all  been  acquired  in  strictly  legitimate 
channels  of  business  enterprise  and  represent 
his  own  industry  and  unremitting  labor. 

For  his  wife  Mr.  Holland  chose  Sarah  Anne 
Stephenson,  of  this  locality.  She  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1894,  and  left  two  children:  Mamie,  wife 
of  Dr.  Somers,  of  Crisfield,  and  Clara,  wife  of 
Robert  Whittington,  a farmer  and  oyster  packer, 
of  this  county.  Mr.  Holland  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a trustee  and 
steward  in  the  congregation. 


EAPT.  THOMAS  W.  KENDALL,  a well- 
known  and  popular  sea  captain,  whose  home 
is  in  Centreville,  Md.,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  March  24,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Horace 
Kendall,  also  a native  of  that  county.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Maryland,  of 
English  descent.  By  occupation  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  a farmer  and  fisherman,  and 
wherever  known  he  was  held  in  high  regard.  He 
married  Miss  Nancy  Woods,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Woods,  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children: 
Thomas  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  James 
Urie,  of  Kent  County;  Joseph,  a resident  of  the 
same  county;  Ellen,  wife  of  Harry  Gresham,  of 
Kent  County;  Arthur,  of  Baltimore  City;  Asa, 
of  Kent  County;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  William 
Shien,  of  that  county.  The  others  are  all  de- 
ceased, and  the  parents  have  also  passed  away, 
the  father  dying  in  1874,  and  the  mother  in  1883. 
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The  captain  obtained  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Kent  County,  where  he  attended  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  sea, 
enlisting  in  the  United  States  navy.  For  two 
years  he  was  in  the  service  during  the  Mexican 
war,  and  was  on  the  schooner  Flirt.  On  his 
return  home  he  became  connected  with  the  bay 
trade  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a schooner  which 
sails  from  Baltimore  to  points  on  the  Eastern 
Shore.  He  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a good  home  in  Centreville, 
where  he  is  surrounded  by  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  appreciate  his  sterling 
worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character.  He 
is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church  and  has  served  as 
trustee  of  the  same. 

Captain  Kendall  has  been  three  times  married, 
his  first  union  being  with  Miss  Louise  Vieker, 
who  died  in  1852,  leaving  one  son,  Thomas.  He 
was  again  married  May  16,  1855,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Josephine  Talor,  and  to  them 
were  born  six  children,  four  still  living:  Amos, 
Omar,  Nora  and  Ada.  In  1890  the  captain  mar- 
ried Miss  Lula  Booker,  who  now  presides  over 
his  home. 


ILLIAM  H.  H.  DASIIIELL,  M.  D.,  a 
physician  who  has  been  long  established 
in  Quantico,  Wicomico  County,  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  is  from  one  of  the  old 
county  families,  whose  annals  have  been  inter- 
woven with  those  of  this  region  for  several  gener- 
ations. They  originated  in  France,  and  among 
the  early  records  of  this  county  can  be  found 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  family  was  a magistrate 
and  acknowledged  a deed  to  a church  under  date 
of  1739,  and  that  another  person  of  the  name  and 
line  had  charge  of  the  forces  who  defended  the 
Wicomico  River  entrance  and  neighboring  coun- 
try during  the  war  of  1812. 

Arthur  Dasliiell,  great-grandfather  of  the 
doctor,  was  a native  of  this  county,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  as  did  also  his  son  Arthur, 
Jr.  The  latter,  grandfather  of  the  doctor,  was 


born  near  Barren  Creek,  and  of  his  children, 
Edwin  Dasliiell  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 
He  was  born  upon  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Quantico,  and  was  a life-long  tiller  of  the  soil. 
P'or  many  years  he  was  judge  of  the  district  court 
and  was  later  a magistrate.  He  was  a man  of 
liberal,  generous  disposition,  and  so  unselfish 
that  he  always  allowed  his  own  interests  to  suffer, 
rather  than  those  of  the  general  public.  Still,  he 
was  successful  financially,  and  won  the  love  and 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a valued 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  contributed 
regularly  to  its  support.  A cousin  of  his,  Julius 
Dasliiell,  won  distinction  as  a teacher,  and  was  at 
one  time  professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  St. 
John’s  College,  Annapolis,  Md.  The  first  wife 
of  Edwin  Dasliiell  was  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Dasliiell.  She  died  in  1848,  leaving 
three  children:  Esther  A.  E.,  who  is  unmarried; 
Henrietta,  who  died  when  about  eighteen  years 
of  age;  and  W.  H.  H.,  of  this  sketch.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Edwin  Dashiell  married 
Eliza,  daughter  of  John  Robinson,  of  Barren 
Creek.  Her  death  took  place  in  August,  1874. 

Dr.  Dashiell  was  born  near  Quantico,  August 
2,  1840,  and  when  he  was  a lad  he  was  a pupil 
in  the  district  schools,  this  being  supplemented 
later  by  a two  years’  course  in  the  old  Washing- 
ton Academy,  of  Princess  Anne,  Md.  He  then 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a time,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  necessary  funds  with  which  to  pursue 
his  education  further.  At  the  same  time  he  in- 
dustriously commenced  the  study  of  medicine, 
having  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell  as  his  preceptor  for 
about  four  years.  In  October,  1863,  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland,  graduating  therefrom  in  1865.  He 
immediately  located  in  Quantico,  and,  though  he 
has  sometimes  seriously  considered  the  advisa- 
bility of  removing  elsewhere,  perhaps  to  a larger 
place,  where  he  might  have  wider  opportunities, 
he  has  finally  yielded  to  the  expressed  wishes  of 
his  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who 
would  not  hear  of  such  a move  on  his  part.  He 
soon  built  up  an  extensive  and  remunerative 
patronage  and  for  some  years  has  also  conducted 
a drug  store  here. 


JAMES  M.  CORKRAN,  M.  D. 
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In  1872  the  doctor  married  his  cousin,  Susie 
Dashiell,  who  died  four  years  later,  July  10,1876. 
Subsequently  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Meredith,  and  one  son,  Henry  E.,  was 
born  to  them  in  1883,  but  died  in  February  of  the 
following  year.  The  doctor  and  his  wife  are 
highly  esteemed  in  this  town  and  vicinity  and 
have  a pretty,  happy  home,,  where  their  friends 
always  receive  a cordial  welcome. 


AMES  M.  CORKRAN,  M.  D.,  who  is  now 
successfully  practicing  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Centreville,  was  born  near  Hurlock,  Dor- 
chester County,  Md. , August  14,  i860,  and  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  state. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  a native  of  England, 
secured  a grant  or  purchase  of  land  and  named  the 
place  Churchfield  farm.  There  four  generations 
of  the  family  were  born,  but  in  the  present  gen- 
eration the  property  has  passed  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  the  family.  James  Corkran,  the  great- 
grandfather, was  a prosperous  farmer  and  lived 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  operated  with  the 
aid  of  slaves.  The  grandfather,  Thomas  Corkran, 
also  a slaveholder  and  the  owner  of  Churchfield 
farm,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and 
died  when  only  thirty-two  years  of  age. 

The  doctor’s  father,  Thomas  Corkran,  was  born 
in  Dorchester  County,  March  28,  1821,  and 

throughout  his  active  business  life  followed  farm- 
ing. He  is  now  living  in  Seaford,  Del. , where  he 
settled  fifteen  years  ago.  He  holds  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  long 
been  an  active  worker  in  its  interests.  He  mar- 
ried Hester  Wright,  a daughter  of  Kinley  Wright, 
of  Dorchester  County.  His  father,  Joseph, 
was  a son  of  Clementine  Wright,  a subordinate 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Corkran 
is  still  living,  and  by  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  twelve  children:  Charles  W.,  a farmer 
of  Missouri;  Francis  S.,  a graduate  of  Glasgow 
College,  who  became  a Methodist  minister  and 
died  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Isaac  Noble,  of  Preston  Md.;  Rev.  Lewis  P., 
a graduate  of  Dover  Conference  Academy,  of 


Dover,  Del.,  now  a Methodist  minister  located 
in  Newcastle,  Del.;  Wilbur  F.,  who  was  a student 
of  the  Dover  Conference  Academy  and  a D.  D.  of 
St.  John’s  College,  and  is  now  presiding  elder  of 
the  Easton  district;  Thomas  B.,  a farmer  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Millard  F. , a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Maryland  and  now  a physician  in  Wilmington, 
Del.;  Fanny,  wife  of  Arthur  Hitch,  of  Seaford, 
Del.;  David  H.,  a Methodist  minister  at  Lewes, 
Del.,  who  took  a special  course  of  study  in  Dover 
Conference  Academy  and  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  graduated  from  the  Drew 
Theological  Seminary;  Milton  W.,  a hotel  clerk 
in  St.  Louis;  Adelaide,  of  Dover  Del.;  and  James 
M. , of  this  sketch. 

Dr.  Corkran  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  and  Federal  Academy.  After  graduating 
at  that  institute  when  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  for  two 
years  and  was  then  made  principal  of  the  Lebanon 
public  schools  of  Lebanon,  Del. , which  postion  he 
retained  until  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
in  1884  and  matriculated  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland.  He  took  a 
three  years’  course  in  that  institution  and 
graduated  in  1887,  after  which  he  came  to  Centre- 
ville, where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is 
quite  successful  in  his  practice  and  now  has  a 
large  and  lucrative  patronage,  resulting  from  a 
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  science  of 
medicine  and  the  successful  application  of  its 
principles  to  the  needs  of  suffering  humanity. 

June  11,  1890,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Dr.  Corkran  and  Miss  Laura  S.  Emory,  a daugh- 
ter of  Addison  Emory,  of  Centreville.  They  have 
one  child,  Margaret  Spencer,  five  years  of  age. 
The  doctor  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  and  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


OHN  S.  HILL,  editor  and  manager  of  the 
Peninsula  Press,  the  state  organ  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  was  born  in  Snow  Hill,  May 
9,  i860.  He  is  the  son  of  John  J.  Hill,  well 
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known  to  the  older  inhabitants  of  Snow  Hill  as 
a farmer  and  miller,  and  who  is  still  living  (1897), 
a man  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Esther  A.  Taylor,  died  some 
years  ago.  A consistent  Christian  and  a man  of 
temperate  habits,  he  is  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
two  children  and  by  his  second  wife  had  seven 
children,  John  S.  being  the  oldest  of  the  latter. 

On  the  completion  of  his  education  our  subject 
entered  the  educational  profession  as  a teacher  in 
1880  and  for  five  years  he  continued  to  teach  in 
country  schools.  Afterward  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion as  principal  of  the  Girdle  Tree  grammar 
school  and  then  became  vice-principal  of  the 
Snow  Hill  high  school,  where  he  remained  for 
seven  years.  For  one  year  he  held  the  position 
of  principal  of  the  Oxford  high  school,  after 
which  he  spent  three  years  as  principal  of  the 
Aberdeen  high  school. 

In  1887,  forming  a partnership  with  R.  J.  and 
W.  A.  McAllen,  also  of  Snow  Hill,  our  subject 
purchased  the  Peninsula  Press,  taking  charge  of 
the  paper  in  August,  1897.  Since  then  its  cir- 
culation has  increased  from  ten  hundred  and 
twenty  to  twelve  hundred  and  fifty,  and  it  has 
also  been  made  the  state  official  organ  of  the 
Prohibition  part}7.  Since  the  days  of  St.  John 
in  1884  Mr.  Hill  has  been  actively  connected 
with  the  Prohibition  movement  and  is  an  earnest 
and  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  In 
1897  he  married  Miss  Nannie  P.  Asher,  daughter 
of  William  W.  Asher,  of  Aberdeen. 


APT.  HENRY  W.  RUARK  belongs  to  the 
great  army  of  our  Maryland  citizens  who 
have  made  their  livelihood  chiefly  in  the 
oyster  industry.  He  owns  a nice  little  farm  of  sev- 
eral acres  on  Fishing  Creek,  Hooper’s  Island,  Dor- 
chester County,  where  he  has  his  home,  but  in 
addition  to  this  he  owns  a well-improved  home- 
stead of  four  hundred  acres  at  MeekinsNeck, 
this  also  being  within  the  limits  of  the  county. 
June  1,  1896,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 


Lowndes  to  act  as  captain  of  the  Foley,  a police 
boat,  and  look  after  the  interests  of  the  oyster 
fisheries  in  this  vicinity.  His  term  of  office  is 
for  two  years,  expiring  in  June,  1898.  He  has 
some  six  or  more  men  under  his  command  and  the 
boat  patrols  the  Ilonga  River,  Fishing  Bay,  Hol- 
land and  Hooper  Straits  and  other  adjacent 
waters. 

William  T.  Ruark,  father  of  the  captain,  was  a 
native  of  Hooper’s  Island,  and  here  made  his 
home  and  headquarters  during  his  whole  life. 
When  he  was  a boy  of  about  twelve  years  he  be- 
gan his  career  upon  the  bay,  and  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century  was  a vesselman.  He  owned 
several  ships  and  freight  boats,  and  was  mainly 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  wood  and  lum- 
ber to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  At  length 
he  purchased  a farm  at  Fishing  Creek  and  settled 
down  to  a less  venturesome  and  dangerous  life. 
He  carried  on  his  farm  and  also  conducted  a store 
in  this  place  for  about  twenty  years.  His  death 
occurred  September  4,  1891,  when  he  was  in  his 
sixty-fourth  year.  He  was  greatly  interested  in 
every  triumph  of  the  Republican  party,  but  was 
not  an  office  seeker.  He  was,  religiously,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
father,  Henry,  was  likewise  a native  of  the  East- 
ern Shore  and  followed  the  sea  in  early  life,  later 
becoming  a farmer.  He  died  when  about  three- 
score years  old.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Rebecca  T.  Parker  in  her  maidenhood,  and  was 
born  in  this  locality.  She  is  yet  living  and 
is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age.  She  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Three  of  her  children  are  deceased,  the  others  be- 
ing: Henry  W. ; William  W.,  who  is  engaged  in 

the  oyster  business  in  Cambridge;  Oliver  G.,  an 
oysterman  of  this  vicinity;  Thomas  L-,  also  a 
local  oysterman;  and  Cora  T. 

Captain  Ruark  was  born  in  Hooper’s  Island 
September  26,  1859,  and  remained  at  home  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  was  fifteen,  receiving 
the  advantages  of  a public-school  education.  He 
then  went  aboard  an  oyster  boat  and  followed  the 
business  of  dredging  for  oysters  until  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position.  Following  his 
father’s  example  in  the  matter  of  politics  he  is  an 
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ardent  Republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Senior  Order  of  American  Mechanics. 

In  1880  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ruark  and  Miss 
Lucy  R.  Leland,  of  Hooper’s  Island,  was  cele- 
brated, and  they  have  four  children,  who  are 
named  as  follows:  Nettie  Ann,  William  Thomas, 
Eugene  Henry  and  Lucy  Rebecca. 


REYNOR  B.  DOWNES,  who  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  the  sixth  district  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  comes  of  a family 
whose  ancestral  history  is  one  of  close  and  hon- 
orable connection  with  that  of  Maryland.  More 
than  a century  has  passed  since  the  founders  of 
the  family  in  this  state  took  up  their  residence 
within  its  borders  and  since  that  time  representa- 
ives  of  the  name  have  been  active  in  its  develop- 
ment. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born 
here,  and  the  father,  William  H.  Downes,  was  a 
native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  became  a 
leader  in  public  affairs,  represented  his  district  in 
the  state  legislature  about  1836,  and  was  at  one 
time  county  commissioner  of  Caroline  County. 
His  political  support  was  given  the  Democratic 
party. 

William  H.  Downes  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Ann  Reynor,  a native  of  Talbot  Coun- 
ty. They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Philip  W.  and  Dr.  William  H.,  both 
deceased;  Reynor  B.;  Fannie  E.,  deceased,  who 
married  Joseph  E.  Wilson;  Stephen,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  the  sixth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County; 
Annie,  wife  of  E.  C.  Carter,  of  Caroline  County  : 
Ernest,  of  the  same  county;  Emmett,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  the  west;  Eldridge,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County;  and  Clara,  who  is  resid- 
ing at  Hardcastle,  Baltimore  County.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family  died  in  April,  1867,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  February,  1895,  having 
survived  him  for  many  years. 

Reynor  B.  Downes,  whose  name  begins  this 
review,  was  born  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  on 
the  10th  of  May,  1844,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  supplementing  his 


earl}'  educational  privileges  by  a course  in  West 
River  Academy.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
took  charge  of  one  of  his  father’s  farms,  which 
he  cultivated  for  sometime,  and  in  1885  he  rented 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  It  belongs 
to  his  brother  and  comprises  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  His 
fields  are  well  tilled,  the  improvements  are  in 
good  repair  and  everything  plainly  indicates  his 
careful  supervision.  He  is  a progressive  farmer 
and  ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
the  community. 

In  December,  1879,  Mr.  Downes  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  E.  Corsey,  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Corsey,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County. 
They  have  one  child,  Marshall.  Their  pleasant 
home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  they  enjoy 
the  friendship  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

RICE  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  M.  D.,  of 
Cambridge,  was  born  in  Princess  Anne, 
Somerset  County,  being  the  oldest  son  of 
Worthington  and  Henrietta  (Jones)  Goldsbor- 
ougli.  His  early  years  were  passed  in  and  about 
Princess  Anne  and  Cambridge.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  in  1871,  he  entered  the  Episcopal  high 
school  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated at  nineteen.  He  then  became  a student  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland,  and  later  entered  the  University  of 
Virginia,  from  which  he  graduated  July  1,  1880. 
He  took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  University  of 
Maryland  in  1880-81,  where  he  was  a clinical 
assistant,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a post-grad- 
uate course  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
where  he  was  regularly  matriculated  as  a student 
in  chemistry  and  physics. 

Prepared  by  these  studies,  continued  with  such 
devotion  and  diligence,  Dr.  Goldsborough  was 
ready  to  embark  in  the  profession  for  himself. 
Going  to  South  America  he  spent  two  years  in 
Montevideo,  Uruguay,  where  he  was  assistant  in 
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the  charity  hospital,  as  well  as  in  the  British  hos- 
pital. During  his  connection  with  that  work  he 
gained  a large  amount  of  surgical  experience  of 
inestimable  value  to  him  in  after  years.  On  his 
return  to  the  United  States  he  opened  an  office  in 
Cambridge,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married 
Miss  Nannie  Campbell  Henry,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Anna,  Henrietta,  Louise  and  Mary 
Campbell.  In  religious  belief  he  is  an  Episcopa- 
lian, and  holds  office  in  his  church  as  vestryman. 


^jTSAAC  H.  A.  DULANY  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored sons  of  Wicomico  County,  he  having 
X been  born  here  February  26,  1825.  Since  he 
reached  the  prime  of  his  earl}'  manhood  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  mercantile  enterprises 
in  the  town  of  Fruitland,  and  over  forty-five 
years  have  rolled  away  finding  him  still  in  the 
field  of  commerce  here.  By  his  own  independent 
efforts  he  has  risen  from  a poor  boy  to  a position 
of  wealth  and  influence,  and  has  exemplified  in 
his  career  the  old  principle  that  perseverance  and 
industry  win. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Dennis  and 
Anna  M.  (Anderson)  Dulany,  both  natives  of 
Somerset  County,  Md.  Their  only  child  was  Isaac 
H.  A.  Dulany,  of  whom  we  write.  His  grand- 
father, Henry  Dulany,  was  also  a native  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  and  was  a well-to-do  farmer.  The 
family  are  of  French,  Scotch,  English  and  Irish 
extraction,  and  notwithstanding  the  unusual  com- 
bination of  nationalities,  are  Protestants  in  re- 
ligious faith.  The  father,  Paul  Dennis  Dulany, 
was  reared  upon  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
and  was  a blacksmith  by  trade.  His  death  oc- 
curred when  our  subject  was  only  six  years  old. 
The  mother,  who  died  in  1882,  was  a daughter 
of  Isaac  Anderson,  who  owned  an  extensive 
estate. 

The  educational  privileges  of  Isaac  H.  A. 
Dulany  were  not  such  as  fall  to  every  school 
child  here  nowadays.  The  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood were  of  a rather  primitive  nature,  and  were 
kept  up  but  part  of  the  year.  In  common  with 


the  other  boys  of  the  period,  he  was  early  ini- 
tiated into  the  business  of  properly  running  a 
farm,  and  on  account  of  his  father’s  death  he  as- 
sumed responsibility  beyond  his  years  when  he 
left  school.  When  he  was  twenty  he  concluded 
to  try  his  fortune  in  a city,  and  going  to  Balti- 
more obtained  a clerkship,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed there  during  some  five  years.  Next  he 
went  to  the  nation’s  capital,  and  in  the  year  that 
followed,  while  he  was  a clerk  as  before,  he  had 
opportunities  for  getting  an  insight  into  the  rou- 
tine work  of  a great  store.  This  knowledge  and 
contact  with  business  men  have  been  of  much  use 
to  him  in  later  life,  and  formed  a basis  upon 
which  to  build  the  success  that  followed  his  own 
entry  into  commerce.  Returning  home  in  1851 
he  embarked  in  business  for  himself  and  later 
became  interested  in  milling.  He  owns  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  all  of 
it  being  improved  and  under  cultivation.  In 
political  matters  he  was  formerly  a Republican, 
but  is  now  a Prohibitionist,  having  formed  the 
opinion  that  the  cause  of  temperance  should  be  a 
question  of  national  import,  and  trusting  that  at 
some  time  in  the  future  the  government  will  put 
down  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

December  n,  1851,  Mr.  Dulany  married  Anna 
M.  White,  who  was  born  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  this  county.  They  reared  a family  ot 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  survive  and  are 
honored  citizens  of  the  several  communities  in 
which  they  dwell.  Augustine  is  the  name  of  the 
one  who  has  been  called  to  the  better  land,  and 
the  others  are:  Henry  S , a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia;  Albert  J.  and 
Henry  S.,  who  are  in  partnership  with  their  father 
in  the  mercantile  business  founded  by  him;  John 
H.,  chief  clerk  in  his  father’s  store;  William  P.,  in 
the  commission  business  in  Philadelphia;  Joseph, 
a clerk  in  a New  York  commission  house;  and 
Maria  T.,  who  formerly  was  a teacher,  but  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Prof.  V.  A.  Austin,  of  Salina, 
Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dulany  and  their  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  steward  and  trustee  and  takes  the  deepest 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  Chris- 
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tianity.  In  all  his  dealings  with  his  fell’ow-men 
he  endeavors  to  follow  the  teachings  of  the  golden 
rule  and  to  exercise  kindness  and  charity  toward 
all. 


OHN  W.  FLETCHER,  now  serving  as  reg- 
ister of  wills,  is  one  of  the  representative  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Dorchester  County, 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  his  birth  oc- 
curring June  21,  1848,  on  the  farm  near  East  New 
Market,  in  the  second  district.  He  is  the  only  child 
of  the  third  marriage  of  his  father,  but  there  were 
three  sons  by  the  first:  William  M.,  a resident 
of  Cambridge;  the  other  two  being  deceased;  and 
by  the  second,  two  children:  Jeremiah  B.  and 
Mrs.  Mary  J.  Williamson,  both  residents  of  Caro- 
line County,  Md.  The  Fletcher  family,  which  is 
of  English  origin,  was  founded  in  America  at  an 
early  day,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  Fletcher,  was  a native  of  Delaware. 
The  grandfather  also  bore  the  name  of  John, 
while  the  father  was  John  H.  Fletcher.  He  was 
a prosperous  and  successful  farmer  and  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his 
family  also  belonged.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Andrews,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Medford  Andrews,  a large 
holder  of  real  estate  where  the  prosperous  town 
of  Hurlock  is  now  situated. 

On  his  farm  near  New  Market,  where  Mr.  Flet- 
cher of  this  review  was  born  and  grew  to  man- 
hood, he  acquired  a thorough  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  pursuits,  while  his  literary  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  and  in  the  East  New  Market  Acad- 
emy, a private  school.  The  occupation  to  which 
he  was  reared  he  has  made  his  life  work,  has  met 
with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings,  and  is 
quite  an  extensive  land  owner.  He  continued 
to  live  on  his  farm  until  January  1,  1886,  when 
he  moved  to  Cambridge  to  assume  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  register  of  wills,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  the  November  previous. 

In  February,  1869,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Susan  Higgins,  a daugh- 


ter of  Judge  James  Higgins,  who  for  many  years 
was  chief  judge  of  the  orphans’  court  of  Dorches- 
ter County.  They  have  two  children:  Fred  H., 
now  twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  is  a promising 
young  lawyer  of  Cambridge;  and  Laura,  wife  of 
Thomas  W.  Simmons,  also  an  attorney  of  that  city, 
by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Harriet  Ruth, 
Lawrence  Fletcher  and  Mary. 

Politically  Mr.  Fletcher  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat,  and  has  been  honored  by  his  party 
with  a number  of  important  positions,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  discharged  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
In  1871  and  1872  he  served  as  tax  collector  for 
the  second  and  twelfth  districts,  and  in  1877  and 
1878  was  appointed  to  close  up  the  books  of  J.  B. 
Nesbitt,  collector.  The  following  year  he  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  sheriff,  but  failed  of 
election  by  only  a few  votes.  Previously,  in 
1875,  he  had  refused  to  become  the  candidate  of 
the  potato-bug  movement  (which  was  composed 
of  Republicans  and  dissatisfied  Democrats)  for 
county  commissioner,  declining  the  nomination 
tendered  him.  In  1881,  however,  he  was  again 
the  choice  of  his  party,  and  was  triumphantly 
elected  sheriff  by  three  hundred  majority.  In 
1885  he  was  elected  register  of  wills  by  the  same 
majority  over  Mr.  Medford,  the  Republican  nom- 
inee, and  in  1891  was  re-elected  over  J.  Henry 
Hooper,  by  a majority  of  over  three  hundred. 
That  his  duties  were  most  creditable  and  faithful- 
ly performed  is  attested  by  his  unanimous  nomi- 
nation and  re-election  again,  in  1897,  by  an  in- 
creased majority  for  the  third  term.  Pleasant  and 
genial  in  manner,  he  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  is  deservedly 
popular.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  the  United  Workmen.  He  is  also 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  Sundaj'-school  work. 


HOMAS  W.  SIMMONS,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Dorchester  County  bar,  was 
born  in  Cambridge,  where  he  now  resides, 
August  17,  1867,  and  is  a son  of  Josias  S.  and 
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Leah  C.  Simmons.  While  attending  a business 
college  in  Baltimore,  before  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, he  was  offered  a position  in  the  Cambridge 
National  Bank,  which  he  accepted  in  July,  1884. 
This  place  he  continued  to  fill  for  four  years, 
when  he  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  position 
of  private  secretary  to  John  E.  Hurst,  head  of  the 
firm  of  Hurst,  Purnell  & Co.,  proprietors  of  one 
of  the  largest  wholesale  dry-goods  houses  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore.  With  that  firm  he  remained 
until  the  organization  of  the  Dorchester  National 
Bank,  in  which  he  accepted  the  position  of  book- 
keeper and  paying  teller.  While  in  the  bank  he 
studied  law  under  ex-Governor  Lloyd,  and  resign- 
ing his  place  in  the  bank,  in  1892  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  at  once  entered  upon  a lucrative 
practice. 

By  his  marriage  to  Laura  Fletcher,  Mr.  Sim- 
mons has  three  children,  Harriet  R. , Lawrence 
F.  and  Mary.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Heptasophs 
and  Masons. 


REDERICK  H.  FLETCHER,  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  Dorchester  County 
bar,  is  the  son  of  the  well-known  register 
of  wills,  John  W.  Fletcher.  He  was  born  on  his 
father’s  estate  at  New  Market,  this  county,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1871,  and  received  his  education  in  Cam- 
bridge Academy  and  Dickinson  College  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  where  he  matriculated  in  1888  and 
graduated  in  1892,  having  pursued  the  classical 
course.  During  his  senior  year  in  college  he  took 
the  first  year’s  course  in  the  Dickinson  Law 
School  and  the  year  following  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  Cambridge  Academy.  For 
four  years  he  continued  as  assistant  to  the 
principal. 

In  the  meantime  he  pursued  his  legal  studies 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1893. 
However,  he  continued  to  give  the  most  of  his 
time  to  teaching  until  June,  1896,  when  he  en- 
tered actively  and  exclusively  into  the  practice 
of  the  law.  He  has  a good  library  and  the  other 


equipments  for  professional  work.  He  is  a hard 
student  and  is  rapidly  winning  recognition  among 
the  influential  members  of  the  Dorchester  County 
bar. 


N.  SMITH  has  engaged  in  business  in 
Willoughby,  Oueen  Anne’s  County,  since 
v*7  December,  1863,  and  during  this  long  per- 
iod has  built  up  a reputation  as  a reliable  busi- 
ness man.  Through  the  wisdom  of  his  enter- 
prises he  has  become  well-to-do,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  his  store  building  with  its  complete  and 
valuable  stock  of  goods;  also  two  dwelling  houses 
and  thirty  acres  of  land.  In  addition  to  other 
interests  he  has  held  the  office  of  postmaster  since 
1883  and  is  also  agent  for  the  Adams  Express 
Company  and  station  agent  at  this  place. 

A native  of  Talbot  County,  born  April  30, 
1830,  Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  an  Irish  family 
that  has  been  represented  in  Maryland  for  many 
generations.  His  father,  who  was  the  son  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County  and  was  himself  a 
participant  in  the  war  of  1812,  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  Slippery  Hill.  His  occupation  was  that 
of  farming,  which  he  followed  in  the  fifth  district, 
his  native  place,  for  many  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1831.  Seven  years  afterward  his  wife, 
Amelia,  passed  away.  She  was  a daughter  of 
George  Grayson,  of  Piney  Neck,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom  only  two  survive,  our  subject  and 
Richard  L-,  of  Baltimore. 

In  the  schools  near  his  father’s  home  our  sub- 
ject obtained  a fair  education.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  went  to  Baltimore  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a ship  builder,  at  which  he  worked  for 
sixteen  years,  being  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self nine  years  of  the  time.  On  his  return  to 
Talbot  County  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a short 
time,  but  in  December,  1863,  removed  to  Wil- 
loughby, where  he  has  since  been  proprietor  of  a 
general  store.  In  1866  he  built  a store  room  a 
short  distance  from  the  place  he  then  occupied, 
and  here  he  has  since  carried  on  business.  In 
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1885-86  he  was  tax  collector  and  for  many  years 
he  has  been  school  trustee.  October  26,  1851, 
he  married  Susan  L.  Townsend,  of  Baltimore, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  Margaret  A., 
wife  of  Dennis  F.  Rhodes;  S.  N. , Jr.,  and  James 
T.  S.  S.,  deceased. 


EVI  T.  VOSHELL  owns  a splendid  farm  of 
three  hundred  acres  in  Caroline  County  and 
another  place  comprising  over  two  hundred 
acres  in  Talbot  County,  his  home  being  on  the 
former  estate,  which  through  his  oversight  and 
excellent  management  has  been  brought  to  rank 
among  the  best  farms  of  the  fourth  district. 
Farming  has  been  his  life  work  and  of  it  he  has 
made  a noticeable  success,  which  is  especially 
creditable  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  he  began  with  absolutely  nothing. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William 
Voshell,  was  born  in  Delaware,  to  which  state 
his  father,  William,  Sr.,  came  from  France.  The 
latter  was  a son  of  Obadiah  Voshell,  whose  fa- 
ther, Levi  Voshell,  accompanied  Lafayette  to 
America  and  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Two  other  brothers  also  took  part  in  the  war 
with  England.  Our  subject’s  father  seemed  to 
inherit  the  soldierly  qualities  of  his  ancestors,  for 
we  find  him  enlisting  in  the  war  of  1812,  where 
he  rendered  brave  service.  He  was  the  third  in 
direct  line  who  bore  the  name  of  William,  and 
was  a native  of  Delaware,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three. 
His  wife,  Anne,  was  a daughter  of  David  Lynch, 
who  emigrated  from  England  to  Delaware;  five 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  William  H., 
of  Oxford;  Levi  T.;  John  W.,  of  McPherson 
County,  Kan.;  Samuel,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Monterey,  Cal.;  and  Ruth  A.,  deceased.  After 
the  death  of  William  Voshell  his  widow  married 
John  Young,  and  of  their  union  a son  was  born, 
Robert  E.,  now  of  Easton. 

In  Kent  County,  Del.,  our  subject  was  born 
in  1835,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm.  In  i860  he  married  Miss  Frances,  daugh- 


ter of  William  S.  Vane,  and  a consecrated  Chris- 
tian woman,  whose  death,  February  21,  1897, 
was  a heavy  loss  to  Mr.  Voshell,  whose  loving 
companion  she  had  been  for  so  many  years. 
The  children  born  to  their  union  were  named  as 
follows:  William,  a resident  of  Talbot  County; 
Mary,  who  married  Harry  W.  Snow  and  at  his 
death  left  one  son,  Henry  W.  Snow;  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  John  B.  Dulin;  Ulysses  G.,  Ira  S.,  Levi, 
Frances  F.,  Rebecca  C.  and  Lida  R. 

Locating  in  Talbot  County  in  1866,  Mr. 
Voshell  made  his  home  upon  a farm  near  Easton 
until  1892,  and  then  came  to  Caroline  County, 
where  he  owns  a valuable  place  near  Choptank. 
For  nine  months  during  the  war  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Union  army,  having  enlisted  in  1863 
as  a member  of  Company  F,  Sixth  Delaware 
Infantry.  Politically  he  favors  Republican  prin- 
ciples and  always  votes  the  ticket  of  his  party. 
In  religious  belief  he  and  his  family  are  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


ILLIAM  T.  DARBY  is  engaged  in  general 
farm  pursuits  near  Riverton,  in  Barren 
Creek  district,  Wicomico  County,  where 
he  owns  and  operates  the  old  Darby  homestead 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  was  born 
near  his  present  place  of  residence  March  20, 
1837,  and  is  a son  of  John  T.  and  Elizabeth 
(Harris)  Darby,  natives  of  Maryland.  John  T. 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Phillips) 
Darby.  The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  active 
life  as  an  agriculturist  in  Wicomico  County  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  section, 
being  well-to  do  and  highly  respected.  There 
had  come  to  him  by  inheritance  a portion  of  the 
tract  of  one  thousand  acres  purchased  by  his 
father  and  occupying  the  present  site  of  River- 
ton and  much  of  the  surrounding  country.  In 
disposition  he  was  liberal  and  accommodating, 
and  in  character  honest  in  his  dealings  with  all. 
His  death  occurred  in  1873;  his  wife  passed  away 
six  years  later.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
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children,  of  whom  the  survivors  are  our  subject 
and  Sallie,  wife  of  Capt.  C.  R.  Dashiell,  residing 
at  Green  Hill,  Wicomico  County. 

At  the  age  of' nineteen  our  subject  became  a 
clerk  in  his  uncle’s  store  at  Riverton.  On  the 
death  of  his  uncle  in  1 88 1 he  went  to  Baltimore, 
but  shortly  afterward  returned  to  Wicomico 
County  and  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  Here  he  has  since  resided,  devoting  his 
attention  industriously  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
land.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat.  In  1887  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  school  com- 
missioners, serving  six  years,  and  in  1893  became 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  1S95.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
February  28,  1880,  he  married  Annie  B.,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  C.  Vickers,  of  Baltimore.  Three 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  and  two  of 
these  are  living:  Richard  J.,  who  is  a student  in 
the  Baltimore  schools,  and  Mary  E. 


ACHEL  DOWNS  is  the  proprietor  of  a very 
fine  homestead  in  the  sixth  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County.  This  property,  long  known 
as  Hogg  Harbor,  is  a tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres,  and  was  willed  to  the  present 
OAmer  by  his  paternal  grandfather.  He  is  a man 
of  most  industrious,  persevering  characteristics, 
and  has  won  the  high  regard  of  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  He  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming,  raising  the  usual  lines  of  grain  and 
fruit  common  to  this  region,  and  makes  a good 
competence  for  his  family. 

The  above-named  gentleman  was  given  the 
same  peculiar  Christian  name  that  his  grandfa- 
ther Downs  bore,  and  in  consideration  of  which 
fact  he  was  always  a particular  favorite  of  the  old 
gentleman.  Our  subject  was  born  on  this  farm 
May  12,  1864,  and  passed  his  early  years  in  the 
manner  common  to  country  boys.  He  received 
a district-school  education  and  owes  to  himselt 
chiefly  the  fact  that  he  is  to-day  a man  of  wide 


information;  for  by  private  study  and  reading  he 
gained  more  knowledge,  twice  over,  than  he 
could  obtain  in  the  schools  of  his  boyhood  here. 
Believing  that  “it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone,’-  he  chose  as  the  sharer  of  his  life’s  joys 
and  sorrows  Miss  Martie  Willoughby,  of  Caro- 
line County,  and  they  were  married  in  January, 
1896.  They  have  one  child,  to  whom  they  have 
given  the  name  of  Arthur  John. 

John  A.  Downs,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  fifth  district  of  this  county,  and  was 
a successful  farmer,  and  for  years  was  a con- 
stable, having  been  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  was  a stalwart  worker  in  that  party, 
as  is  also  his  son.  His  death  occurred  in  1895, 
when  he  was  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  He  was 
three  times  married,  his  first  wife,  Emily,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Chambers,  dying  in  May,  1872.  To 
them  were  born  several  children,  of  whom  the 
following  survive:  Mary  G.,  wife  of  Harry  Mon- 
tague, of  Philadelphia;  Vachel;  Emma  C.,  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Turner,  of  this  county;  Alice  V.,  wife  of 
Allen  Cherry,  of  Caroline  County;  Minnie  A., 
unmarried;  Glenville  M.,  whose  home  is  in  Penn- 
sylvania; Jessie  L.,  at  home;  Norman,  of  Caroline 
County;  and  Annie  P.,  at  home.  The  second 
wife  of  John  A.  Downs.was  Annie  Cooper  before 
their  marriage  and  his  third  wife  was  Ellen  T. 
Starkey. 

- < — 

LIVER  T.  BEAUCHAMP,  the  popular 
young  clerk  of  the  Somerset  County  court, 
of  Princess  Anne,  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  in  1895  and  is  meeting  all  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  position  with  skill  and  fidelity.  He 
is  not  the  first  of  his  name  to  occupy  the  office,  as 
in  the  early  records  of  the  county  it  may  be  seen 
that  one  Edmund  Beauchamp  (supposed  to  have 
been  a distant  relative  of  our  subject)  was  the 
first  clerk  of  the  courts  here,  which  held  their 
first  session  in  1665. 

The  father  of  Oliver  T.  Beauchamp  was  a life- 
long agriculturist  and  was  interested  to  some  ex- 
tent in  merchandising.  Levin  H.,  for  such  was 
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his  name,  was  a native  of  Westover,  Somerset 
County,  and  spent  his  life  in  that  locality.  He 
was  fairly  successful  as  a financier  and  was  be- 
loved and  respected  by  all  of  his  associates.  For 
over  half  a century  he  was  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  helped  ma- 
terially in  its  prosperity.  At  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty-one  years  he  entered  into  his  reward,  and 
left  to  his  children  a heritage  of  a spotless  name 
and  the  memory  of  a life  well  spent  in  the  service 
of  God  and  man.  His  father,  Thomas  Beau- 
champ, was  also  born  in  this  county,  and  followed 
the  same  calling,  farming,  as  a means  of  obtaining 
a livelihood.  He  died  when  about  the  allotted 
three-score  and  ten  years  of  man.  At  one  time 
he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  this  county  in  the 
early  days  of  its  history.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  E. 
White.  She  is  a native  of  Fairmount  district, 
Somerset  County,  and  is  nowin  her  sixty-seventh 
year.  She  is,  like  her  husband  was,  an  earnest 
member  of  the  church,  and  is  beloved  by  all  with 
whom  she  comes  in  contact.  Of  her  five  chil- 
dren, L.  Wesley,  Oliver  T. , Helen  A.,  Virginia 
and  Francis  T. , the  three  latter  have  been  sum- 
moned to  the  better  land.  L.  Wesley  is  a pros- 
perous farmer  near  the  town  of  Westover,  this 
county. 

Oliver  T.  Beauchamp  was  born  November  9, 
i860,  hear  Westover,  Somerset  County,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  was  past  his 
majority.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
managed  to  acquire  a liberal  education,  and  what- 
ever time  he  could  spare  from  his  studies  he  gave 
to  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  old  homestead. 
About  1884  he  started  out  independently,  and 
carried  on  a farm  in  connection  with  merchandis- 
ing in  the  neighboring  village  of  Westover.  He 
was  thus  occupied  up  to  1895,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  office,  whereupon  he  sold  his 
store  and  removed  to  this  place.  Though  his 
father  was  a Democrat,  he  studied  into  the  great 
questions  bearing  upon  the  national  welfare, 
looked  into  the  principles  of  the  differing  parties, 
and  finally  made  up  his  mind  that  the  Republican 
platform  most  nearly  coincided  with  his  views, 
therefore  he  has  warmly  seconded  it  upon  all  oc- 


casions since.  In  1887  he  was  a candidate  for 
the  office  of  county  commissioner  and  two  years 
later  was  elected  sheriff,  serving  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  one  term.  Though 
he  was  a young  man  for  that  responsible  position 
he  received  the  largest  majority  (five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  votes)  ever  tendered  any  candidate 
for  the  place  in  this  county.  In  1890  and  1891 
he  was  tax  collector  for  the  first  district,  and  for 
four  years  he  was  the  postmaster  of  Westover. 
A man  always  in  favor  of  improvements  and  better 
advantages  for  the  public,  he  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  in  the  matter  of  building  the  new  fine 
school  and  city  hall  in  Westover.  November  14, 
1895,  the  People’s  Bank  of  Princess  Anne  was 
organized,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most  interested 
promoters  of  the  enterprise  and  was  one  of  the 
original  directors  in  the  institution.  Formerly  he 
operated  a steam  sawmill  and  he  owns  two  farms 
besides  the  one  he  inherited  from  his  father.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  of  Westover. 

December  20,  1887,  Mr.  Beauchamp  married 
Miss  Ida  Davis,  of  Shelltown,  this  county.  They 
have  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  one 
died  when  about  three  years  old,  and  those  who 
survive  are  named  as  follows:  Levin  Creston, 
James  Roger,  Mildred  and  Oliver  T.,  Jr. 


ILLIAM  M.  FLETCHER  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  finest  jewelers  and  watch- 
makers of  Dorchester  County,  and  has  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  energetic  citizens  and  business  men  of  Cam- 
bridge. To  him,  perhaps  more  than  to  any  other, 
is  due  the  credit  for  the  upbuilding  of  East  Cam- 
bridge, which  now  has  a population  of  about  seven 
hundred  persons.  In  1872  Mr.  Fletcher  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  there  and  three  years  later  com- 
menced in  earnest  to  erect  homes  and  sell  town  lots. 
He  has  sold  off  about  sixty  acres  and  the  village 
is  in  a most  thriving  condition.  He  also  owns 
two  good  farms  within  three  miles  of  Cambridge, 
and  one  farm  near  East  New  Market,  in  the  ad- 
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joining  district.  His  own  family  residence  is  a 
beautiful  one,  of  modern  architecture,  and  was 
completed  in  1888.  By  many  it  is  esteemed  the 
finest  brick  dwelling  in  Cambridge,  and  its  in- 
terior decorations  and  furnishings  are  of  the  most 
elegant  style  and  bespeak  the  refined  taste  of  the 
owners. 

To  the  people  of  this  community  Mr.  Fletcher 
is  probably  best  known  as  a jeweler,  for  he  was 
engaged  in  that  business  for  more  than  forty 
years  here  and  in  East  New  Market,  but  has  re- 
cently retired,  in  order  to  more  thoroughly  de- 
vote his  attention  to  his  other  enterprises.  A 
native  of  this  county,  born  March  8,  1828,  our 
subject  is  a son  of  John  H.  Fletcher,  who  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer  here,  and  lived  to  be  eighty- 
one  years  old.  He  was  married  three  times,  his 
first  union  being  with  Elizabeth  Bradley,  who 
was  born  near  Gales  Town,  this  county,  and  died 
when  young,  leaving  three  children  who  grew  to 
maturity,  William  M.,  Major  S.  and  Kilby  B. 
The  second  wife  was  a Miss  Bramble,  and  their 
two  children,  Jeremiah  and  Mary  J. , are  both 
living  in  Preston,  Caroline  Count}7.  The  last 
wife  was  Sarah  Andrews  before  their  marriage, 
and  their  only  child,  John,  is  the  present  register 
of  wills  in  Dorchester  County  ( see  his  sketch). 
The  own  brothers  of  our  subject,  Major  and  Kilby, 
were  prosperous  merchants,  the  former  of  East 
New  Market  and  the  latter  of  Cabin  Creek,  where 
he  operated  a mill,  but  both  are  now  deceased. 
Major  left  two  children  and  Kilby  six  to  mourn 
a father’s  loss. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Fletcher  of  this-  review  did 
not  have  the  opportunities  of  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion that  every  child  of  this  period  so  freely  en- 
joys, but  he  made  the  best  of  such  advantages  as 
came  in  his  way,  and  has  certainly  had  sufficient 
for  all  practical  purposes  of  business  life.  He 
was  taught  that  he  must  be  a worker  in  the 
world’s  fields  of  effort,  and  he  has  always  kept 
that  principle  in  mind,  with  the  result  that  he 
now  has  a fortune  ample  for  all  his  needs  during 
the  remainder  of  his  career. 

April  28,  1858,  Mr.  Fletcher  married  Sarah  C. 
Keene,  of  Taylor’s  Island,  Dorchester  County. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Robert  B.  Keene,  a promi- 


nent and  respected  citizen,  who  lived  to  attain 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy-four  years.  In  1864  Mr. 
Fletcher  voted  for  Lincoln,  there  being  compar- 
atively few  in  these  parts  that  did  so.  He  has 
always  been  either  a Whig  or  a Republican  in 
national  affairs,  but  he  wisely  prefers  to  be  un- 
restricted by  party  in  matters  of  merely  local 
import. 


C BLAIR  LLOYD,  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  best  and  most  influential  old 
families  of  Talbot  County,  is  a young  man 
of  recognized  ability  and  executive  skill.  He  is 
now  manager  in  charge  of  the  fine,  large  home- 
stead in  the  fourth  district,  Wye  Heights,  the 
proprietor  of  which  is  Dr.  I.  R.  Trimble,  of  Bal- 
timore. He  is  energetic,  industrious  and  pos- 
sesses rare  common  sense  and  good  judgment, 
and  it  is  a fact  plainly  to  be  seen  that  few  could 
carry  on  the  varied  interests  and  plans  for  this 
place  with  better  results  for  the  amount  expended. 

A sou  of  the  well  and  favorably  known  Col. 
Edward  Lloyd,  of  Wye  House,  our  subject  was 
born  in  that  historic  residence  November  12, 
1862.  This  old  family  mansion  is  situated  in  the 
first  district  of  this  county,  near  Easton,  and  is  still 
occupied  by  the  colonel  and  his  estimable  wife, 
his  sketch  appearing  in  this  work.  In  1881 
young  Lloyd  graduated  from  the  Winchester 
(Va.)  Academy,  after  which  he  spent  about 
twelve  months  in  Clarkstown,  W.  Va.,  as  a clerk. 
Then  returning  to  Easton  he  found  employment 
as  assistant  station  agent  there,  and  retained  the 
place  five  years.  The  four  following  years  he 
was  a resident  of  Baltimore,  and  the  next  two 
years  he  was  in  the  general  freight  office  of  a 
railroad  company  in  Philadelphia.  He  then  came 
to  his  present  situation,  which  is  a desirable  one 
as  well  as  one  of  responsibility.  This  year  (1897) 
the  crop  of  peaches  to  be  harvested  from  the  ex- 
tensive orchards  on  the  place  is  estimated  at  about 
two  thousand  bushels,  and  as  high  as  sixty-four 
hundred  bushels  of  wheat  have  been  raised  here 
also  in  one  season. 
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January  8,  1896,  Mr.  Lloyd  married  Miss  Vir- 
ginia B.  Causey,  of  Milford,  Del.  Her  father, 
Peter  F.  Causey,  is  a very  prominent  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  his  community. 


OHN  LEWIS  RHODES  is  an  active  young 
politician  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  is  a 
valued  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democ- 
racy, which  platform  he  supports.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  tax  collector  in  1884, 
and  is  now  serving  another  term  of  two  years, 
1896-97,  in  the  same  office.  On  several  occa- 
sions he  has  been  sent  as  a delegate  to  county  and 
state  conventions,  and  his  enthusiasm  and  energy 
have  had  a marked  influence  upon  his  associates. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  011 
which  he  was  born,  and  has  always  resided  here. 
The  place  is  located  in  the  fifth  district  and  con- 
tains three  hundred  acres. 

The  Rhodes  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  John  L. 
being  of  the  fifth  generation  removed  from  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America.  William 
Washington,  the  honored  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a son  of  Dennis  and  Charlotte  (Hutchinson) 
Rhodes.  He  was  born  in  Talbot,  and  from 
boyhood  followed  farming  as  a means  of  obtain- 
ing a livelihood.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he 
was  well-to-do  and  had  become  so  largely  through 
his  own  indefatigable  efforts.  He  was  a devout 
Catholic,  and  was  a man  of  upright  character 
and  sound  sense.  His  word  was  considered  as 
safe  to  rely  upon  as  his  written  word,  and  all  who 
had  any  business  dealings  with  him  were  ready 
to  extol  his  fairness.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Sarah 
Matilda  Long. 

The  birth  of  J.  L-  Rhodes  occurred  in  i860, 
and  when  he  was  of  suitable  age  he  commenced 
to  attend  school  in  the  neighborhood.  He  laid 
the  foundation  of  success  at  that  time,  for  he  was 
a good  student  and  was  by  nature  quick  to  take 
up  new  ideas,  and  the  discipline  and  mental 
training  were  what  he  needed.  He  was  always 
industrious,  and  while  a mere  lad  was  of  great 
help  to  his  parents  in  their  daily  round  of  duties. 


In  1878  he  fell  heir  to  the  paternal  estate,  his 
father  dying  November  1 of  that  year,  and  has 
since  carried  on  the  farm  with  ability  and  good 
judgment.  In  addition  to  raising  a general  line 
of  the  crops  grown  hereabouts  he  has  given  some 
attention  to  the  raising  of  blooded  horses  and 
keeps  several  fine  specimens  on  his  farm  at  all 
times. 

In  1881  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mary 
C.  Skinner,  daughter  of  Robert  C.  Skinner,  took 
place  at  St.  Peter’s  Catholic  Church  near  Queens- 
town. They  have  two  sons,  William  Washing- 
ton and  Lewis  K.  They  are  all  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 


EVIN  P.  WILLIAMS,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  upon  his  finely  improved  home- 
stead just  outside  the  corporate  limits  of 
Preston,  Caroline  County,  is  a native  of  this  lo- 
cality and  has  passed  his  entire  life,  a period  of 
over  three-score  years,  hereabouts.  He  is  there- 
fore fully  identified  with,  and  interested  in,  every- 
thing which  has  gone  to  make  up  the  growing 
prosperity  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Like  his  fore- 
fathers, he  possesses  sterling  traits  of  character, 
prominent  among  them  being  strict  integrity, 
justice  and  honor  in  all  dealings  with  others,  and 
such  men  deserve  and  generally  achieve  success 
sooner  or  later. 

Madison  Williams,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  fine  old  families  of 
Maryland  who  were  long  associated  with  her 
history.  He  was  born  in  Caroline  County  in 
1810,  and  started  out  in  his  business  life  a poor 
man.  But  by  thrift  and  well-applied  energy  he 
acquired  a goodly  competence  and  owned  several 
hundred  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
wise  in  his  choice  of  a helpmate,  for  in  the  per- 
son of  his  wife  he  ever  found  a true  friend,  a 
sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows.  She  was  Ann, 
-daughter  of  Levin  Poole,  and  by  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  several  children,  viz.: 
James,  now  deceased;  Levin  P.;  Mary,  who  first 
married  Canon  Charles  and  had  two  children, 
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and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  became  the  wife 
of  Robert  P.  Taylor;  Ann  E.,  Mrs.  Jesse  Wright, 
of  Preston;  and  Lydia,  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Wright, 
of  Harmony,  Caroline  County. 

Levin  P.  Williams  was  born  in  1835  and  has 
from  boyhood  been  perfectly  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural duties.  He  now  owns  over  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  valuable  farming  land,  and  resides 
in  a comfortable  and  commodious  house  within 
convenient  distance  of  the  town  of  Preston.  He 
has  erected  all  of  the  substantial  buildings  to  be 
found  on  the  place  and  keeps  everything  up  in  a 
neat  and  thrifty  manner.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
political  views  and  prefers  not  to  be  restricted  by 
party  lines.  Religiously  he  is  an  ardent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  i860  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss  Margaret, 
daughter  of  James  R.  Nichols,  and  two  children 
came  to  bless  their  union.  The  elder,  Annie,  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Taylor,  and  the  younger, 
Ella  M. , remains  at  home  with  her  parents,  giv- 
ing them  that  watchful,  loving  care  that  is  so 
grateful  to  those  whose  footsteps  are  upon  the 
downward  slope  of  life’s  pilgrimage. 


ATHANIEL  W.  COMEGYS,  who  after 
the  labors  of  a long  and  busy  life  is  spend 
ing  his  later  years  in  ease  and  retirement 
on  his  farm  in  the  second  district,  Kent  County, 
was  born  on  the  place  opposite,  November  30, 
1825,  and  is  a representative  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored family  which  was  founded  here  by  William 
Comegys,  a native  of  Germany,  in  1707,  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  her  agricultural  and 
business  interests.  The  grandfather  and  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  also  bore  the  name  of 
Nathaniel  and  spent  their  entire  lives  upon  the 
farm  which  Mrs.  Emery  now  owns. 

The  father,  John  M.  Comegys,  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Kent 
County  throughout  life,  was  an  ardent  Democrat, 
and  a great  admirer  of  General  Jackson,  whom 
he  supported  for  the  presidency.  He  was  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Shrew'sburg 


Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  vestry- 
man for  many  years,  and  wherever  known  was 
held  in  high  regard.  His  death  occurred  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In  early  man- 
hood he  married  his  cousin,  Miss  Anna  Comegys, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children:  Nathan- 

iel W. ; Hannah,  widow  of  John  F.  Newman; 
and  Anna,  wife  of  S.  R.  Emery.  For  a number 
of  years  the  father  was  a member  of  the  state 
militia. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  Mr.  Comegys,  of  this 
review,  grew  to  manhood,  and  the  public  schools 
of  the  locality  afforded  him  his  early  educational 
privileges,  but  he  was  later  a student  in  Wash- 
ington College.  At  the  age  of  thirty  he  rented 
one  of  his  father’s  farms  and  began  life  for  him- 
self, and  at  his  father’s  death  inherited  some  of 
the  estate.  Upon  a portion  of  the  home  farm  he 
still  resides,  having  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  excellent  farming  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings.  His  son, 
John  M.,  has  now  relieved  him  of  the  active 
management  of  the  farm. 

In  i860  Mr.  Comegys  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Helen  Spencer,  a daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Margaret  C.  (Ringgold)  Spencer.  Her  grand; 
fathers  were  Jervis  Spencer,  of  Kent  County, 
and  Jervis  Ringgold,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
and  her  ancestors  came  from  England  as  early  as 
1700.  Her  father  was  a general  farmer,  who 
spent  his  entiie  life  in  Kent  County,  his  home 
being  near  Galena.  He  was  a prominent  and 
influential  citizen,  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  served  as  state  representative  for  several 
terms,  state  senator  twice,  was  sheriff  from  1840 
until  1844,  and  was  judge  of  the  orphans’  court 
for  some  time.  His  death  occurred  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1854,  aged  forty-two.  In  their  family 
were  four  children:  Helen,  wife  of  our  subject; 

Jervis,  a resident  of  Chestertown;  Charlotte,  wife 
of  Thomas  W.  Wicks;  and  Laura,  wife  of 
Addison  Emery,  of  Centreville.  Two  children 
graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comegys, 
namely:  John  M.  and  George  S. 

Mr.  Comegys  follows  in  the  political  footsteps 
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of  his  father  in  giving  his  unwavering  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democracy,  and 
he  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  tax  collector 
for  the  second  district  for  two  years.  He  and  his 
family  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
contribute  liberally  to  its  support,  and  he  has 
served  as  vestryman  in  the  same  for  the  past 
forty  years  and  treasurer  for  some  time.  His  life 
has  been  manly,  his  actions  sincere,  his  manner 
unaffected  and  his  example  is  well  worthy  of  emu- 
lation. 


OL.  WILBUR  F.  JACKSON.  One  of  the 
most  beautiful  estates  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
is  Castle  Haven,  in  Dorchester  County,  the 
summer  home  of  Colonel  Jackson,  of  Baltimore. 
Its  situation  on  the  Choptank  River  has  not  only 
the  advantage  of  picturesqueness,  but  also  of  con- 
venient access  to  other  points  in  Maryland. 
During  the  war  of  1812  a British  regiment  landed 
here,  probably  with  the  intention  of  proceeding 
to  Cambridge,  but  something  caused  them  to 
change  their  plans  and  they  re- embarked  after  a 
short  stay  at  Castle  Haven.  In  the  years  that 
followed  the  land  was  brought  under  culti- 
vation and  substantial  buildings  were  erected, but 
afterwards  for  a score  of  years  the  place  was  neg- 
lected and  the  structures  became  dilapidated,  re- 
taining little  resemblance  to  their  former  prosper- 
ous appearance.  A radical  change,  however,  has 
been  made  since  1894,  when  the  property  was 
purchased  by  the  present  owner,  and  Castle 
Haven  is  now  thought  by  many  to  be  the  hand- 
somest home  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  The  resi- 
dence has  been  repaired  and  enlarged,  a commo- 
dious barn  and  other  farm  buildings  have  been 
put  up,  and  the  lawn  is  an  example  of  tasteful 
adornment. 

Here  Colonel  Jackson  with  his  family  abides 
from  May  to  November  of  each  year,  making  fre- 
quent trips  to  Baltimore  to  look  after  his  business 
interests  there.  The  remainder  of  the  year  he 
spends  at  his  residence  in  that  city,  No.  218  West 
Monument  street.  From  his  country  home  com- 
munication with  the  city  is  easy,  as  the  steamers 


stop  at  his  private  wharf,  while  he  can  also  catch 
the  train  by  crossing  the  river  in  his  yacht  to  Ox- 
ford. Castle  Haven  is  situated  nine  miles  from 
Cambridge,  and  only  a short  distance  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Choptank  River,  whose  waters  at 
this  point  are  four  or  five  miles  wide.  The  old 
colonial  residence  stands  on  a gently  sloping  bluff 
and  commands  an  excellent  view  of  the  river.  In 
early  days  this  was  the  only  point  on  the  Chop- 
tank  where  the  steamboats  stopped,  and  travelers 
from  Cambridge  and  all  parts  of  Dorchester 
County  were  obliged  to  drive  here  to  take  passage 
for  Baltimore. 

The  owner  of  Castle  Haven  is  a native  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  born  September  30,  1849,  on  a 
farm  situated  about  five  miles  from  Salisbury, 
Md.,  in  what  was  then  a portion  of  Somerset,  but 
is  now  included  within  the  limits  of  Wicomico 
County.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  1863, 
and  then  removed  to  the  town  of  Salisbury.  He 
was  a pupil  in  the  public  schools  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  E. 
E.  Jackson  & Co.  (the  firm  comprising  his  father, 
Hugh,  and  his  brothers,  E.  E.  and  W.  H.  Jack- 
son)  and  took  charge  of  the  mercantile  part  of 
their  business.  In  1870  he  was  admitted  to  the 
firm,  and  for  seven  years  longer  stayed  in  Salis- 
bury, at  the  end  of  which  time  the  house  placed 
him  as  head  of  a branch  establishment  in  Balti- 
more. This  he  successfully  managed  for  them 
until  January  1,  1889,  when  the  old  firm  was 
dissolved.  In  1894  the  corporation  of  the  Jack- 
son  Brothers’  Company  was  formed,  he  becoming 
a large  stockholder  in  the  same.  Upon  its  or- 
ganization he  was  made  one  of  the  directors,  and 
vice-president  of  the  company.  This  company 
has  extensive  mills  for  sawing  logs  in  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  whence  the  raw  material  is 
shipped  to  the  three  large  mills  in  Salisbury,  and 
is  there  manufactured  into  flooring,  partition  and 
other  finished  lumber  for  builders,  and  box  shooks 
etc. , for  the  trade. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  Continental  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Baltimore,  Colonel  Jackson  be- 
came a large  stockholder,  was  elected  a director, 
and  was  made  president  of  the  institution  at  the 
same  time,  a position  which  he  still  occupies. 
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He  is  also  a charter  member  of  the  Fidelity  Trust 
and  Deposit  Company,  of  Maryland,  and  is  one  of 
its  directors.  In  1 88 1 Governor  Hamilton  ap- 
pointed him  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Maryland  State  Penitentiary,  and  he  has 
served  sixteen  years  in  this  capacity,  having  been 
reappointed  by  Governors  McLane,  Jackson, 
Brown  and  Lowndes.  It  was  chiefly  through  his 
efforts  that  the  new  penitentiary  buildings  were 
started,  which  when  completed  will  give  Mary- 
land the  best  and  most  thoroughly  equipped  in- 
stitution of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  if  not 
in  the  world.  In  his  political  affiliations  the 
colonel  is  Republican. 

In  1872  the  marriage  of  Colonel  Jackson  and 
Alice  P.  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  B. 
Smith,  of  Wicomico  County,  was  solemnized. 
They  have  two  children,  a son,  John  J.,  and  a 
daughter,  Helen,  she  being  the  wife  of  Hon. 
James  H.  Preston,  late  speaker  of  the  Maryland 
legislature. 

RANCIS  J.  HENRY.  The  subject  of  this 
review  is  one  whose  history  touches  the 
early  history  of  Maryland  and  whose  days 
have  been  an  integral  part  of  that  indissoluble 
chain  which  links  the  early  formative  period  with 
that  of  latter-day  progress  and  prosperity.  Not 
alone  is  there  particular  interest  attaching  to  his 
career  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Dorchester 
County,  but  in  reviewing  his  genealogical  record 
we  find  his  lineage  tracing  back  to  the  colonial 
history  of  the  nation  and  to  that  period  which 
marked  the  inception  of  the  grandest  republic 
the  world  has  ever  known.  His  grandfather, 
Hon.  John  Henry,  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent factors  on  the  stage  of  public  life  in  Mary- 
land in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
and  he  and  Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
were  the  first  United  States  senators  to  repre- 
sent his  commonwealth  in  the  legislative  halls 
of  the  nation.  His  father,  John  Campbell  Henry, 
was  also  a leading  and  influential  man.  He 
wedded  Mary  Nevett  Steele,  and  they  became 


parents  of  nine  children:  John  Francis,  a lawyer 
of  Cambridge,  who  died  in  1833;  James  Winfield, 
a physician  of  Cambridge  and  Varina,  who  died 
in  1893;  Francis  Jenkins,  the  honored  subject 
of  this  review;  Catharine,  deceased  wife  of  Dan- 
iel Lloyd,  of  Cambridge;  Isabela,  wife  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Steele,  of  Cambridge;  Mary,  wife  of  R. 
T.  Goldsborough,  of  Cambridge;  Rider,  who 
married  Miss  Sutherland,  a niece  of  General  Van 
Dorn,  of  Mississippi,  and  lives  in  Cambridge; 
Charlotte  P. , wife  of  J udge  Charles  Goldsborough ; 
and  Mary,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Francis  J.  Henry  was  born  August  13,  1816, 
and  was  reared  on  his  father’s  estate  in  Cam- 
bridge. During  his  youth  he  was  very  fond  of 
out- door  sports  and  his  love  of  hunting  has  re- 
mained with  him  throughout  his  entire  life.  He 
still  enjoys  the  chase  and  can  bring  down  game 
at  long  distances  without  using  his  eyeglasses, 
although  he  is  now  about  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  He  is  the  picture  of  a robust  old  age.  His 
carriage  is  erect,  his  cheeks  ruddy,  his  eyes  spark- 
ling and  he  presents  the  appearance  and  vigor  of 
a man  many  years  his  junior.  He  possesses  the 
courteous,  chivalrous  manner  of  the  old  school, 
is  bright  and  entertaining  in  conversation  and  is 
a typical  representative  of  the  southern  gentle- 
man. In  the  affairs  of  the  county  he  has  been 
very  prominent  and  has  taken  a deep  interest  in 
all  pertaining  to  its  welfare.  He  was  educated 
in  the  classical  department  of  the  Cambridge 
Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began 
clerking  in  a well-known  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  his  native  town.  The  following  year  he 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  the 
enterprise  proved  very  profitable.  At  the  same 
time  he  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  oper- 
ating his  land  with  the  aid  of  slaves.  He  owned 
forty  negroes  and  by  their  loss  through  the 
Emancipation  Act  he  lost  $40,000.  But  with 
this  exception  his  career  has  been  a prosperous 
one  and  he  now  has  an  adequate  competency. 

Descended  from  Maryland’s  best  blood,  it  was 
natural  to  him  to  enter  the  realms  of  politics,  par- 
ticularly as  he  was  in  close  touch  with  the  indus- 
trial and  social  life  of  the  day.  He  was  drawn 
actively  into  the  political  field  through  the  solici- 
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tation  of  Hon.  Henry  Page  and  ex-Governor 
Thomas  H.  Hicks,  the  war  governor  of  Mary- 
land, who  succeeded  in  saving  the  state  to  the 
Union.  In  1851  he  became  the  first  candidate 
for  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts,  which  was 
made  an  elective  office  by  the  constitution  of 
1850,  and  by  continued  re-election  held  that  posi- 
tion for  more  than  twenty-eight  years,  proving 
a most  efficient,  capable  and  trustworthy  official. 
His  popularity  is  well  attested  by  the  fact  that  he 
personally  knew  every  voter  in  Dorchester  Coun- 
ty for  many  years.  His  attitude  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  was  that  of  an  advocate  of  the  Union. 
He  raised  a company  of  one  hundred  men  and  per- 
sonally gave  $1,000  for  their  equipment.  His  son, 
John  Campbell,  took  charge  of  the  company  and 
rose  rapidly  in  military  distinction,  but  perceiv- 
ing that  the  ulterior  object  of  the  war  was  the 
freeing  of  the  slaves,  he  resigned  and  joined  the 
Confederate  service.  Our  subject  up  to  that  time 
had  been  a Whig,  but  he  now  joined  the  Dem- 
ocracy, of  which  he  has  since  been  an  ardent 
advocate.  He  has  always  believed  that  slavery 
was  constitutional  and  that  the  correct  way  to 
have  changed  the  system  would  have  been'  by 
constitutional  amendment  and  by  the  purchase 
and  liberation  of  the  negroes  by  the  United  States 
government. 

Mr.  Henry  was  married  August  9,  1836,  to 
Miss  Williamina  Elizabeth  Goldsborough,  the 
youngest  and  posthumous  daughter  of  Robert 
Goldsborough,  and  granddaughter  of  Charles 
Goldsborough,  of  Horns  Point.  They  have  nine 
children:  Mary  N.,  wife  of  John  S.  Spence,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Secretary,  Dorchester  County, 
by  whom  she  has  eleven  children;  John  Camp- 
bell, a manufacturer  of  New  Orleans,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Lake,  and  has  four  children;  Annie, 
widow  of  John  Steele,  who  was  murdered  on  the 
streets  of  Cambridge  about  five  years  ago  and  at 
his  death  left  three  children;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
William  T.  Goldsborough,  of  Baltimore,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children;  Williamina,  widow  of 
Daniel  S.  Muse,  and  mother  of  two  daughters, 
now  living  with  her  father;  Francis  J.,  commis- 
sioner in  chancery  and  auditor  of  the  court  of 
Dorchester  County;  Robert  G. , a lawyer,  who  is 


serving  as  postmaster  of  Cambridge,  where  he 
lives  with  his  wife,  formerly  a Miss  Muse,  and 
their  five  children;  Nicholas  L. , who  was  pay- 
master in  the  navy,  but  is  now  in  the  hydro- 
graphic  office  in  Washington,  where  he  lives 
with  his  wife,  formerly  Nellie  Radcliffe,  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  their  five  children;  and  Hampton,  a 
farmer  of  Dorchester  County,  who  married  Miss 
Le  Compte  and  has  five  children. 

The  Henrys  were  originally  Presbyterians,  but 
the  family  of  our  subject  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Henry  is  one  of  the  venerable  and 
honored  citizens  of  Maryland.  Age  rests  lightly 
upon  him  and  his  latter  years  are  not  marked  by 
weakness.  Vigorous  in  body  and  intellect,  he 
commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all,  and  his 
life  is  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


^jEORGE  W.  SPURRY  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  Caroline  County; 
this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
commenced  for  himself  with  a capital  of  only  $1. 
His  energy  and  industry  have  been  the  factors  in 
the  accumulation  of  his  present  valuable  property, 
lying  in  the  sixth  district.  At  one  time  his 
landed  possessions  were  considerably  larger  than 
they  are  now,  having  aggregated  ten  hundred 
and  seventy-two  acres.  At  this  writing  he-is  the 
owner  of  more  than  five  hundred  acres  of  fine 
land,  devoted  mainly  to  raising  farm  products. 

Mr.  Spurry  was  born  in  the  neighboring  state 
of  Delaware,  January  25,  1819,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Mary  (Griffin)  Spurry,  both  natives 
of  Maryland.  He  was  the  youngest  son  in  a fam- 
ily of  ten  children  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the 
early  age  of  thirteen  years,  in  consequence  of 
which  his  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  extremely  limited.  He  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  Delaware,  and  stern  necessity  caused  him  to 
learn  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance,  which 
however,  have  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to 
him  in  his  work.  In  youth  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a millwright  and  this  occupation  he  followed 
for  thirty  years.  Meantime,  in  1856,  he  bought 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  lying  near  Den- 
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ton,  and  here  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business, 
devoting  the  land  largely  to  pasturage  for  cattle. 
In  1843  ^r-  Spurry  married  Adaline  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Delaware.  Three  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  but  one  alone  survives,  Mary  Jane, 
who  is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Saulsbury,  a native 
of  Maryland.  They  reside  in  Caroline  County 
and  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  The  fam- 
ily are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  in  which  Mr.  Spurry  has  served  effi- 
ciently as  a trustee  and  class-leader.  His  contri- 
butions to  the  church  are  as  liberal  as  his  means 
will  permit,  and  he  not  only  gives  money  but  also 
his  time  for  the  advancement  of  the  work  of  the 
denomination  with  which  he  is  identified. 

Like  many  other  earnest  men  who  deSire  their 
country’s  good  and  the  welfare  of  their  fellow- 
men,  Mr.  Spurry  has  given  careful  study  to  the 
temperance  question,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
he  is  a stanch  Prohibitionist.  He  works  for  his 
party,  though  with  him  it  is  of  course  a matter  of 
principle  rather  than  any  hope  of  immediate  suc- 
cess. At  one  time  he  was  its  candidate  for  county 
treasurer.  While  his  life  has  had  a prosperous 
course,  especially  as  regards  the  accumulation  of 
property  and  the  esteem  of  acquaintances,  yet  he 
has  had  his  share  of  reverses.  Doubtless  the 
greatest  calamity  that  has  ever  befallen  him  was 
in  1885,  when  an  accident  in  a sawmill  caused 
injuries  that  proved  very  serious.  In  order  to 
save  his  life  it  was  finally  decided  that  amputation 
of  the  right  limb  was  necessary,  and  in  1889  he 
went  to  Jefferson  Medical  Hospital,  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  the  limb  was  amputated  just  above 
the  knee.  He  is  a man  who  occupies  a high 
place  in  the  regard  of  the  people  of  the  third  dis- 
trict and  numbers  his  friends  both  among  the  rich 
and  poor  of  his  community. 


EAPT.  W.  D.  BURCHINAL,  whose  paternal 
ancestors  came  from  England  with  Lord  Bal- 
more’s  first  colony  and  settled,  one  branch 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  another 
in  the  state  ofDelaware,  resides  in  Chestertown, 
and  is  the  present  treasurer  of  Kent  County.  He 


won  his  title  during  the  late  war,  when  he  passed 
through  several  of  the  most  arduous  and  im- 
portant campaigns.  In  peace,  as  in  war,  he  is 
devoted  to  his  principles  and  has  ever  been  ready 
to  sacrifice  his  own  welfare  to  what  he  deems 
the  good  of  the  majority. 

The  family  of  Burcliinal  is  an  old  and  influ- 
ential one  in  Delaware,  and  has  been  noted  for  the 
patriotism  of  its  members  and  for  its  representa- 
tion in  the  several  professions.  The  captain’s 
grandfather  was  a distinguished  school  teacher  in 
Delaware.  The  father,  John  Howard,  a native  of 
Delaware,  was  a properous  merchant  and  a dealer 
in  real  estate.  Removing  to  Chestertown,  he  was 
here  engaged  in  commercial  transactions  many 
years.  He  was  a devout  and  sincere  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  When  a young 
man  he  married  Eliza  Burton,  a native  of  Dela- 
ware, and  a daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  (Spen- 
cer) Burton,  who  were  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  whose  ancestors  held  a leading  part 
in  the  early  history  of  the  commonwealth.  Mrs. 
Burchinal  was  a fond  and  faithful  mother  to  her 
children,  and  when  she  was  called  upon  to  lay 
down  life’s  burdens,  she  was  mourned  by  all  who 
had  come  under  her  sweet  influence.  The  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Mary  H.,  unmarried,  is  a 

resident  of  Chestertown;  W.  D.  is  the  second 
child;  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  John  W.  Hines 
and  resides  in  Baltimore;  Joseph  J,  died  soon  after 
reaching  his  majority;  John  C.,  deceased,  was 
a farmer  near  this  place,  and  left  a wife  (^formerly 
Miss  M.  M.  Brown)  and  three  children;  Anna 
and  Rebecca  died  when  about  seventeen  years  of 
age;  J.  Burton  is  a merchant  of  Chestertown;  and 
Addie  is  the  wife  of  Marion  de  Kalb  Smith, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Captain  Burchinal  was  born  in  Dover,  Del., 
October  4,  1832,  and  resided  in  that  city  until  he 
was  seven  years  of  age,  when  he  with  his  parents 
went  to  a farm  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md. 
Later  he  was  with  his  father,  who  carried  on  a 
store  at  the  head  of  the  Sassafras  River.  From 
1 844 to  1847  he  was  situated  in  Odessa,  Del.,  and 
in  1848  and  1849  resided  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  con- 
ducting a mercantile  business.  Then,  after  a 
short  residence  in  Millington,  Kent  Count)',  Md., 
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he  came  to  Chestertown.  Since  1854  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  development  and  progress  of 
this  place,  and  has  been  of  material  assistance  in 
every  public  enterprise  that  has  been  instituted 
here.  About  1858  he  began  clerking  for  T.  W. 
Eliason,  remaining  with  him  for  four  years  and 
up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 

December  21,  1861,  Mr.  Burchinal  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Second  Eastern  Shore  Maryland 
Infantry.  At  first  he  was  second  lieutenant,  but 
was  soon  promoted  to  be  adjutant  of  the  regiment 
and  finally  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain,  which 
position  he  held  until  the  expiration  of  the  serv- 
ice of  the  regiment,  October  28,  1864.  In  the 
spring  of  1865  he  was  appointed  quartermaster 
of  the  Eleventh  Maryland  Infantry  under  Col. 
John  Johannes  and  served  until  July,  1865. 

After  peace  had  been  declared,  Captain  Burch- 
inal returned  to  Chestertown  and  became  inter- 
ested in  the  real-estate  business.  In  1869  he  was 
made  inspector  of  customs  of  the  port  of  Balti- 
more under  John  L.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  afterward 
became  assistant  cashier  of  customs,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  in  1872  and  returned  to  Chester- 
town. In  1876  he  went  back  to  Baltimore  as 
deputy  collector  of  customs,  serving  during  the 
administration  of  President  Hayes.  In  1881  he 
resumed  farming  in  Kent  County.  In  1883  he 
was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Maryland  for  four 
years  and  in  1887  was  re-elected  for  another  four 
years,  serving  the  people  most  acceptably  for 
eight  years.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  in  which  place  he 
officiated  for  four  years  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  everyone  concerned.  After  his  return  home 
in  1895  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  is 
now  acting  in  that  capacity.  In  these  numerous 
and  varied  positions  he  has  always  manifested  the 
same  fidelity  to  duty,  promptness,  energy  and 
zeal  in  every  particular  that  have  always  char- 
acterized his  work,  whether  in  private  or  public 
life. 

May  13,  1868,  Mr.  Burchinal  married  Mrs. 
Margaret  A.,  widow  of  Capt.  William  H.  Brown, 
of  Chestertown.  She  was  born  in  Kent  County 
and  here  grew  to  womanhood,  receiving  excel- 
lent advantages  in  an  educational  way  under  the 


care  of  her  parents,  Arthur  and  Juliana  Merritt. 
She  died  June  29,  1894. 

For  thirty  years  Captain  Burchinal  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Kent  County.  He  has  attended  several 
conventions  of  the  party  and  was  present  in  Chi- 
cago in  1868  as  a delegate,  assisting  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  Grant;  again,  twenty  years  later,  1888, 
he  assisted  in  the  nomination  of  Harrison,  in  the 
capacity  of  delegate.  It  can  be  truthfully  said  of 
the  captain  that  he  has  ever  been  one  of  the  most 
liberal  of  party  contributors,  and  noted  for  acts 
of  charity  towards  those  in  need. 


RANCIS  H.  DRYDEN  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  business  men  of  Pocomoke  City, 
Worcester  County.  During  the  years  that 
have  elapsed  since  he  located  here  he  has  been 
interested  in  various  local  industries,  but  at  the 
present  time  is  chiefly  concerned  in  real- estate 
transactions.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Na- 
tional Home-seekers  Association,  the  office  and 
headquarters  of  which  are  at  No.  112  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  111.  Our  subject  deals  largely 
in  farms  and  plantations  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  is  a reliable  man  of  affairs. 

The  birthplace  ofF.  H.  Dry  den  is  about  three 
miles  distant  from  Pocomoke  City,  across  the 
line,  in  Somerset  County.  The  date  of  the  event 
is  May  13,  1844.  He  lived  on  a farm  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Princess  Anne 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Henry  King  as  a clerk 
in  his  store.  Four  years  passed  in  that  manner, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Pocomoke 
City  and  was  a clerk  for  I.  H.  Merrill  for  a year 
or  more.  Having  been  careful  of  his  earnings  he 
now  had  a modest  capital  which  he  invested  in 
the  business,  becoming  a member  of  the  firm, 
which  a little  later  was  known  as  Dickinson, 
Merrill  & Dryden.  Altogether  Mr.  Dryden  was 
in  business  with  Mr.  Merrill  for  fifteen  years,  and 
at  length  they  carried  on  three  separate  stores. 
In  1879  he  sold  his  interest  in  these  enterprises 
and  invested  the  proceeds  in  fertilizers.  This 
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branch  of  trade  occupied  him  some  seven  years, 
he  having  agencies  in  this  place  and  in  Norfolk, 
Va.  From  1879  to  1895  he  was  a member  of 
the  drug  firm  of  Lloyd,  Dryden  & Blaine,  of 
Pocomoke  City,  but  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
confined  himself  exclusively  to  real-estate  transac- 
tions. 


AMES  LATIMER  BANNING  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  fruit  culture  on  Tred  Avon 
River,  on  the  farm  Avondale,  a remnant  of 
the  extensive  landed  estate  formerly  held  by  this 
once  large  family  in  Talbot  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties. So  far  as  known  he  is  the  last  on  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland  bearing  the  family  name. 
He  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  1848,  and 
is  the  son  of  Henry  Geddes  Banning,  who  was 
born  at  Avondale  in  1816,  and  Emily,  daughter 
of  John  Eschenburg,  and  granddaughter  of  Caesar 
A.  Rodney. 

The  following  outline,  hastily  compiled  by 
one  who  never  before  gave  more  than  incidental 
thought  to  the  early  history  of  a family,  is  largely 
obtained  from  such  incomplete  portions  of  old 
manuscripts  and  other  data  as  could  be  hurriedly 
collected,  and  which  no  one  has  heretofore  taken 
the  trouble  to  arrange  in  order,  much  less  pub- 
lish; and  several  old  manuscripts  have  not 
been  received  in  time  for  this  article.  Henry 
Geddes  Banning  was  the  son  of  Freeburn  Ban- 
ning, who  was  born  in  1777  and  died  at  Avon- 
dale in  1826,  and  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Henry  Geddes,  of  the  United  States  navy,  and 
granddaughter  of  James  Latimer,  of  Delaware. 
Freeburn  Banning  was  a United  States  naval 
officer  under  Captain  Geddes,  and  was  the 
younger  son  of  Jeremiah  Banning  of  the  Isthmus, 
the  older  son  being  Robert;  there  was  one  daugh- 
ter also,  who  left  descendants.  Freeburn  was 
once  impressed,  against  his  will,  on  board  a Brit- 
ish ship;  opportunity  offering,  he  secreted  himself 
in  a coil  of  rope  on  board  an  American  vessel 
until  at  a safe  distance. 

“Jeremiah  Banning  of  the  Isthmus,”  as  he  was 


known,  was  born  in  Talbot  County  in  1733,  and 
died  about  1797.  He  was  a man  of  uncommon 
traits,  and  left  a short  written  history  of  his 
time  and  surroundings,  his  clearness  as  a writer 
making  it  a matter  of  regret  that  he  did  not 
write  much  more.  Portions  of  his  “journal,”  as 
he  called  it,  have  at  times  been  given  for  publi- 
cation, while  other  portions  have  always  been 
suppressed  on  account  of  personalities  (no  doubt 
common  property  then,  but  now  forgotten)  re- 
flecting upon  people  whose  descendants  now 
stand  high  socially.  His  journal  and  other 
records,  now  worm-eaten  and  yellow  with  age, 
are  still  preserved  and  are  of  historical  interest, 
as  his  reminiscences  are  of  the  time  when  Oxford 
“looked  with  commiseration  on  her  upstart  sis- 
ter, Baltimore,”  when  “not  one  person  in  five 
hundred,”  as  he  expressed  it,  “had  ever  heard  ot 
the  Ohio  River,”  and  when  nearly  all  manu- 
factured articles,  “saddles,  and  even  shoes  for 
the  negroes,”  were  imported,  etc.  For  twenty- 
one  years  he  very  actively  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  as  sea  captain,  importer,  ship- 
per, merchant,  etc.,  crossing  the  ocean  many 
times  to  various  ports  of  the  old  world;  then 
retired  to  the  Isthmus,  the  oldest  Banning 
homestead  now  known  of  in  Maryland,  but  not 
now  in  possession  of  the  family. 

The  Isthmus  house  was  standing  till  within 
two  or  three  years,  though  so  old  that  it  is  known 
to  have  been  newly  roofed  more  than  a century 
ago;  a typical  old  hipped-roof  Maryland  home- 
stead of  the  olden  time,  in  which  probably  as 
much  of  bounteous  hospitality  was  dispensed  in 
the  course  of  its  long  history  as  in  any  other 
house  in  a state  where  hospitality  was  habitual, 
a habit  that  became  second  nature,  until  Mary- 
land became  notorious  for  its  bounty  and  its  wel- 
come. If  the  walls  of  the  old  Isthmus  house 
could  have  spoken  what  was  uttered  within 
them,  a history  of  Maryland  more  complete  in 
detail  than  any  ever  written  could  no  doubt 
have  been  compiled.  Jeremiah  added  the  farm 
Avondale  to  his  estate  by  purchase,  not  later 
than  1797,  and  it  was  the  home  of  Freeburn  Ban- 
ning after  he  resigned  from  the  navy. 

In  1773  Jeremiah  Banning  retired  to  the  Isth- 
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mus,  but  not  to  quiet  indolence.  “The  spirit  of 
’76’’  was  already  strong,  and,  like  others  of  the 
Bannings  or  their  connections,  he  became  an  act- 
ive American  partisan.  His  old  ivory -handled 
sabre,  as  colonel  of  militia  in  the  Revolution,  is 
still  preserved,  as  are  numerous  household  relics 
marked  “J.  B.’’  (his  or  his  father’s),  with  rare 
old  china,  cut  glass,  silver  and  mahogany,  indi- 
cating a life  of  luxurious  ease:  while  a remnant 
of  his  library,  marked  “Jere  Banning,”  indicates 
literary  tastes,  at  a primitive  time  when  what 
would  now  be  considered  even  an  ordinary  edu- 
cation was  the  exception.  Jeremiah  had  two 
brothers,  Henry  and  Anthony,  the  latter  of  whom 
resided  in  Chestertown,  Md.  All  three  were  con- 
sidered men  of  large  means  for  that  time;  they 
were  the  sons  of  James  and  Jane  Banning,  and 
family  tradition  has  it  that  James  was  the  first  of 
the  name  to  come  from  England.  Jane,  becom- 
ing a widow,  married  one  Nicholas  Golds- 
borough,  who  dying  in  1756  (presumably  of 
small-pox  judging  by  an  incidental  remark  in 
Jeremiah’s  old  journal)  made  his  three  stepsons 
his  heirs. 

Henry  Geddes  Banning  is  the  only  surviving 
child  of  Freeburn,  and  has  been  identified  with 
Wilmington,  Del.,  residing  there  nearly  all  his 
life.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years  he  has 
been  president  of  the  old  Bank  of  Delaware  there. 
Emily  Banning,  nee  Eschenburg,  a devoted  wife 
and  mother,  departed  this  life  September  13, 
1897,  a victim  of  that  dread  malady,  paralysis. 
Her  bright  mind  made  her  well  known  as  a rep- 
resentative Delaware  woman,  and  for  some  years, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  she  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Dela- 
ware. James  Latimer  Banning  and  John  H. 
Banning  are  the  two  children  of  the  above.  The 
latter,  with  his  wife  Harriet,  nee  Tybout,  reside 
in  Delaware. 

James  Latimer  Banning  and  Emma,  his  wife, 
nee  Harris,  have  two  children,  H.  G.  Banning, 
Jr.,  and  J.  L.  Banning,  Jr.  Emma  Banning,  nee 
Harris,  is  a daughter  of  Alexander  Harris  and 
Maria,  nee  Spencer,  of  the  Spencers  whose  pro- 
genitor, James  Spencer,  settled  on  Miles  River, 
Talbot  County,  in  1670,  his  descendants  known 


later  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  in  connection  with 
the  Wickes,  Ringgolds,  and  others. 

Of  other  names  mentioned  above  Caesar  A. 
Rodney  was  attorney-general  in  Jefferson’s  cab- 
inet, later  United  States  minister  to  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  dying  there  in  1824;  he  was  a 
nephew  of  Caesar  Rodney,  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  whose  hard  ride  of  eighty 
miles  to  Philadelphia  was  an  interesting  episode 
in  that  compact’ in  which  it  was  said,  “we  must 
hang  together  or  hang  separately.”  The  first  of 
the  Rodneys  settled  in  Delaware  in  1682. 

Capt.  Henry  Geddes,  a successful  Revolution- 
ary naval  officer  (see  Cooper’s  Naval  History), 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  Latimer 
and  sister  of  Dr.  Henry  Latimer,  of  Delaware,  a 
Revolutionary  army  surgeon,  who  was  present  at 
every  battle  of  note  from  Brandywine  to  York- 
town.  His  bitter  partisanship  caused  the  British 
to  place  a price  on  his  head,  and  vigilance  on  his 
part  was  long  “the  price  of  liberty”  and  life  too. 
Later  he  was  twice  United  States  senator.  James 
Latimer  was  chairman  of  the  Delaware  conven- 
tion of  delegates  that  was  first  of  all  the  states  to 
ratify  the  constitution,  December  7,  1787. 

Robert  Banning,  the  older  son  of  Jeremiah, 
above  mentioned,  was  born  in  1776  and  died  in 
1845.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  occupancy  of 
the  Isthmus,  and  in  a more  retiring  and  less 
adventurous  way  was  also  a representative  char- 
acter. Like  his  father,  he  was  once  collector  of 
the  port  of  Oxford,  though  under  twenty  years 
of  age;  his  commission,  signed  by  President 
Washington,  is  still  preserved,  dated  1795.  He 
was  a member  of  the  house  of  delegates,  a cap- 
tain of  militia  in  the  troubles  of  1812,  and  filled 
many  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  wrote  a 
diary  of  current  events  during  a period  of  about 
forty  years,  and  probably  not  a man  of  note  in 
church  or  state,  or  otherwise,  in  all  the  country 
far  around  but  finds  incidental  mention  there  at 
some  time.  He  loved  social  intercourse,  was 
an  ardent  sportsman  and  loved  the  rod  and  gun, 
the  horse  and  hound.  He  notes,  for  instance, 
“after  the  fox  hunt  they  dined  with  me,  forty  in 
number.”  He  was  identified  with  the  church  as 
vestryman,  etc.,  and  was  doubtless  a Christian 
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gentleman.  We  cannot  refrain  from  one  amus- 
ing quotation  from  his  diary.  He  notes  sailing 
a small  boat  in  a violent  storm:  “but,  thank  God, 
reached  home  safely,  like  a drowned  rat.”  The 
pen  was  run  through  the  last  four  words,  the 
thoughtless  irreverence  of  the  connection  having 
evidently  struck  him  later.  He  lived  mostly  the 
quiet  life  of  a prominent  citizen  and  farmer  in 
affluent  circumstances  for  that  time,  with  numer- 
ous slaves,  producing  on  the  estate  most  of  the 
raw  materials,  clothing  and  food  used  on  it.  He 
was  a type  of  the  best  of  this  class  of  men,  a class 
once  numerous  in  the  south,  now  practically  a 
tradition  of  the  past.  It  was  he  who  had  the  old 
British  cannon  ball  hung  in  the  Royal  Oak  that 
gave  name  to  the  village,  and  where  (after  an 
absence  of  some  fifteen  years  in  Delaware)  it  still 
hangs,  but  now  on  a locust  post  on  the  site  of  the 
oak  long  since  fallen  and  gone.  On  the  day  of 
his  death  being  visited  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Kennard,  the  latter  was  suddenly  stricken, 
and  the  two  lay  dead  in  the  house  at  the  same 
time.  His  descendants,  down  to  grandchildren 
of  his  grandchildren,  are  numerous,  but  none 
remain  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  Of 
his  large  family  of  children  one  survives,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Banning,  at  Winchester,  Va.,  with 
whom  scientific  research  has  been  a pastime,  and 
in  certain  directions  a deep  study.  Her  original 
work  in  botany,  describing  and  illustrating  the 
native  fungi  of  Maryland,  is  preserved  in  the  New 
York  State  Museum,  and  is  considered  by  scient- 
ists a high  authority. 

Of  the  Wickes  family  mentioned  notice  is 
surely  due  Capt.  Lambert  Wickes,  one  of  Amer- 
ica’s most  successful  Revolutionary  seamen.  (See 
Cooper’s  History.)  The  gallant  Major  Ringgold, 
killed  in  the  Mexican  war,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Ringgolds,  came  to  Maryland  in  1650.  The  pro- 
genitors of  nearly  every  person  named  in  this  arti- 
cle as  residing  between  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Bays  were  of  English  origin.  The  Spencers  and 
Rodneys  are  still  well-known  English  families. 

Capt.  Henry  Geddes  was  of  Irish  birth;  the 
scene  of  his  childhood,  by  family  tradition,  was 
about  Carlingford  Bay.  He  was  born  in  1749, 
educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  entered  the 


English  navy,  then  the  American  navy  in  1775, 
and  died  in  1833.  Extracts  from  Jeremiah  Ban- 
ning’s journal  may  prove  of  interest.  In  this 
manuscript  he  usually  speaks  of  himself  in  the 
third  person.  In  Oxford’s  palmy  days  as  a com- 
mercial center,  for  such  it  was  prior  to  1750,  the 
father  of  Robert  Morris,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
lived  there. 

Robert  Morris,  Merchant. 

Mr.  Banning  writes  in  his  journal:  “The 

great  natural  abilities  of  Mr.  Morris  overleaped 
every  other  deficiency.  As  a mercantile  genius 
it  was  thought  he  had  not  his  equal  in  the  land. 
As  a companion  and  bon  vivant  he  was  incom- 
parable. If  any  public  or  political  point  was  to 
carry  he  defeated  all  opposition.  He  gave  birth 
to  the  inspection  law  on  tobacco  and  carried  it 
through  though  opposed  by  a powerful  majority. 
He  was  the  first  who  introduced  the  mode  of 
keeping  accounts  in  money,  instead  of  so  many 
pounds  of  tobacco,  per  yard,  per  pound,  per  gal- 
lon, as  was  formerly  the  case.  He  was  a steady, 
warm  friend  wherever  he  made  professions,  and 
had  a hand  ever  open  and  ready  to  relieve  real 
distress.  At  repartee  he  bore  down  all  before 
him.  Mr.  Morris  was  father  to  the  present 
Robert  Morris  of  Philadelphia  and  the  most  dis- 
tinguished merchant  of  his  time  in  America, 
perhaps  exceeded  by  but  few  in  the  world  as  to 
his  extensiveness  of  trade,  mercantile  knowledge, 
popularity  and  probity  in  his  dealings.” 

Killed  by  a Salute. 

Mr.  Banning  gives  this  contemporary  account 
of  Mr.  Morris’  tragic  death: 

“Mr.  Morris,  the  elder,  agent  to  the  great 
house  of  Cunliffe  & Sons,  Liverpool,  received  his 
death  wound  in  July,  1750,  by  the  wad  of  a gun 
fired  by  way  of  a salute  to  him  from  the  ship 
Liverpool  Merchant,  Samuel  Matthers  com- 
mander, which  was  then  lying  at  Oxford.  The 
accident  occurred  in  the  following  manner:  On 

the  arrival  of  the  aforesaid  ship  from  England, 
Mr.  Morris  and  some  other  gentlemen  went  on 
board,  as  is  usual  on  such  arrival.  On  his  re- 
turn to  the  shore  he  was  accompanied  by  the 
captain,  who,  before  he  left  the  ship,  gave  orders 
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upon  a certain  signal  to  salute  with  such  a num- 
ber of  cannon.  The  signal  was  the  captain  put- 
ting his  finger  to  his  nose.  Unfortunately  a fly 
lit  upon  the  nose  of  Captain  Matthers,  and  he 
with  his  hand  brushed  it  away;  this  was  taken 
by  the  officer  on  board  as  the  signal.  The  guns 
were  fired;  the  wad  of  one,  passing  through  the 
backboard  of  the  pinnace,  struck  Mr.  Morris  a 
little  above  the  elbow,  broke  the  bone  and  occa- 
sioned a contusion  which  in  a few  days  brought 
on  a mortification  and  put  a period  to  his  life  in 
August.” 

The  Great  Financier. 

Robert  Morris’  son,  ‘‘the  present  Robert  Mor- 
ris of  Philadelphia,”  as  Mr.  Banning  calls  him, 
was  Robert  Morris  the  signer,  and  afterward  the 
great  financier  whose  credit  pulled  the  country 
through  its  financial  troubles  of  the  darkest  hours 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  born  in  Liverpool  in 
1734,  and  came  with  his  father  to  America,  when 
he  settled  in  Oxford. 

Departed  Glory  of  Oxford. 

In  his  journal,  “day-book”  he  called  it,  Jere- 
miah Banning  gives  the  reasons  for  his  particular 
account  of  the  character  and  tragical  taking  off 
of  Robert  Morris  years  after  his  death.  This  is 
verbatim  from  Captain  Banning’s  journal: 

“The  motive  that  led  to  the  above  particulars 
of  Mr.  Morris  was  in  order  to  give  a sketch  of 
the  now  poor,  forlorn  and  destitute  town  of 
Oxford,  which  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
during  his  agency  (for  he  was  the  principal  sup- 
porter) one  of  the  most  commercial  ports  in 
Maryland.  The  storekeepers  and  other  retailers, 
both  on  the  western  and  eastern  side  of  the 
Chesapeake,  repaired  there  to  lay  in  their  sup- 
plies. In  those  days  Easton,  then  only  known 
by  the  name  of  Courthouse,  could  not  boast  of 
one  store.  Seven  or  eight  large  ships  at  the 
time  were  frequently  seen  at  Oxford  delivering 
goods  and  completing  their  lading;  nor  was  it 
uncommon  to  dispatch  a ship  with  five  hundred 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  twelve  days  after  its  ar- 
rival. 

“After  the  death  of  Mr.  Morris  commerce, 
splendor  and  all  that  animating  and  agreeable 


hurry  of  business  at  Oxford  gradually  declined. 
* * * * Baltimore  at  that  time  was  little  thought 
of  or  scarcely  known,  especially  by  an  adjoining 
state.  Herds  grazed  on  the  streets,  if  streets 
the}7  could  be  called,  but  it  soon  took  the  lead 
and  was  destined  to  become  the  emporium  not 
only  of  the  Chesapeake,  but  of  Maryland.  The 
poor,  forsaken  Oxford  is  bereft  of  all  former 
greatness,  and  nothing  remains  to  console  her 
but  the  salubrious  air  and  fine  navigation,  which 
may  anticipate  better  times.  Oxford’s  streets 
and  strands  were  once  covered  by  busy  crowds 
ushering  in  commerce  from  almost  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  once  well-worn  streets  are 
now  grown  up  in  grass,  save  a few  narrow  tracks 
made  by  sheep  and  swine,  and  the  strands  have 
more  the  appearance  of  an  uninhabited  island 
than  where  human  feet  had  ever  trod.” 

Though  this  was  written  by  the  captain  as  a 
retrospect,  he  was  contemporary  with  all  he  de- 
scribes, being  seventeen  years  old  and  in  Oxford 
when  Robert  Morris  was  killed.  The  business 
of  Oxford  declined  and  became  extinct  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution.  In  April,  1775,  the 
last  foreign  ship  touched  at  that  port.  In  this 
languishing  condition  Oxford  remained  for  a long 
series  of  years,  until  it  had  dwindled  to  sixteen 
houses  and  less  than  one  hundred  population. 

Captured  and  Imprisoned. 

Captain  Banning  was  on  the  seas  during  the 
French  and  English  wars,  had  several  narrow 
escapes  and  was  once  made  prisoner  by  a French 
privateer  and  was  exchanged  when  only  one  be- 
side himself  of  his  ship’s  crew  survived  the  hor- 
rors of  imprisonment  at  Fort  St.  Piers,  Mar- 
tinique. His  verbatim  details  of  this  scene  of 
inhuman  cruelty  and  privation  are  too  horrible  to 
publish. 

France  Cedes  Nova  Scotia  to  England 
and  the  Earthquake  in  Lisbon. 

He  took  a load  of  Acadians  from  Nova  Scotia 
when  that  territory  was  ceded  by  France  to  Eng- 
land, to  Wye  River  and  distributed  them  among 
such  planters  as  would  receive  them.  He  was  in 
Lisbon  “on  business  with  Sir  Harry  Franklin, 
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the  then  British  envoy  at  that  eonrt,”  soon  after 
the  great  earthquake  of  1755,  by  which  it  “had 
been  mostly  destroyed  and  presented  the  most 
deplorable  spectacle  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive 
from  the  awful  effects  thereof.  The  city  was  in 
a heap  of  ruins,  with  numberless  dead  carcasses 
of  human  bodies  being  mingled  therewith.” 

Braddock’s  Arrival. 

At  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads,  February,  1755. 
— “A  British  fifty-gun  ship  with  other  men-of- 
war  and  transports  arrived,  Commodore  Kep- 
ple  in  command,  having  on  board  General  Brad- 
dock  and  his  army  destined  to  carry  on  the  war 
against  the  French  and  Indians  on  the  Ohio.” 

Braddock’s  Defeat. 

Returning  from  Barbadoes  September,  1755. — 
“Off  the  mouth  of  Patuxant  River  * * * 

first  heard  of  the  death  of  General  Braddock  and 
of  the  total  rout  and  defeat  of  his  army.  This 
circumstance,  to  those  who  may  be  unacquainted 
with  the  critical  situation  of  the  country  at 
the  time  from  the  French  and  Indians,  may 
seem  trivial.  But  far  otherwise  were  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people  at  that  day,  for  it  was  thought 
nothing  but  the  success  of  General  Braddock 
would  save  us  from  destruction.  Happily  the 
enemy  did  not  push  and  pursue  their  victory, 
by  which  means  time  was  given  to  collect  and 
make  head  again.” 

Captured  with  Richard  Tilghman. 

“In  1761  took  passage  for  London  on  the  Bet- 
sey, in  Eastern  Bay,  off  Mr.  Matthew  Tilghmans’ 

* * * separated  from  convoy  by  gales  * * * 
captured  by  French  privateer  near  Western  Is- 
lands * * * Captain  Banning  and  R.  Tilgh- 
man, a youth,  permitted  to  remain  on  the  Betsey 

* * * in  three  weeks  hove-to  off  Vigo,  await- 
ing daylight  to  enter  * * * this  a fortunate 
delay  to  Captain  Banning  and  his  brother  prison- 
ers, for  at  twelve  o’clock  the  same  night,  happily, 
the  Antelope,  British  fifty-gun  ship,  retook  the 
Betsey  and  carried  her  into  Lisbon;  here  he  and 
his  young  friend,  Dick  Tilghman,  were  once 
more  restored  to  liberty.”  Together  Messrs.  Ban- 


ning and  Tilghman  encountered  two  memorable 
adventures  later,  but  space  forbids  a recountal 
here. 

Carries  an  Objectionable  Passenger; 
the  Feeling  of  Insubordination 

STRONG  AGAINST  ENGLAND  IN 
1766. 

Unknown  to  himself,  he  brought  Zachary 
Hood  the  “stamp-master,”  from  London  to  Ox- 
ford in  the  ship  Layton  (1766).  The  patriots 
had  been  informed  of  his  coming,  however,  and 
found  him  aboard  the  Layton.  “Mr.  Hood  was 
threatened  with  immediate  destruction,”  writes 
Captain  Banning  in  his  journal;  “however  he 
took  an  opportunity  of  making  his  escape  and 
fled  to  Annapolis,  from  thence  he  was  hunted  and 
driven  like  a savage  beast  to  New  York,  but 
found  there  he  was  obliged  to  seek  safety  in  the 
fort.  In  America  he  could  find  no  rest,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  fly  to  England  for  protection, 
from  which  he  never  returned.  At  Annapolis 
Mr.  Hood’s  house  was  leveled  with  the  earth,  and 
himself  in  many  places  burnt  in  effigy,  and  even  in 
Easton,  but  the  unfortunate  patriotic  operator 
there  in  forming  the  figure  cut  himself  with  an 
axe,  which  caused  his  death.” 

Abandoned  the  Sea  in  1773. 

The  following  incidental  extracts  from  a mass 
of  manuscript:  “ 1773 — About  this  time  the 

clouds  of  civil  war  began  to  thicken  and  lower 
on  the  devoted  shores  of  America,  several  insidi- 
ous attempts  having  been  made  by  Great  Britain 
to  raise  a revenue  in  this  country,  and  as  often 
baffled. 

“ 1 77 5 — I11  May  Mr.  Banning  was  elected  first 
lieutenant  of  a company  of  militia  to  be  raised  at 
the  Courthouse  (Easton);  and  soon  after  captain 
of  another  company  raised  at  Bartlett’s  Oak  * * * 
elected  by  the  county  to  serve  in  general  conven- 
tion in  Maryland. 

“In  company  with  his  first  lieutenant,  set  out 
for  Cambridge  near  Boston,  where  they  found 
General  Washington,  just  arrived,  and  presented 
letters  of  introduction.  Returning,  the  whole 
country  through  New  England  appeared  a per- 
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feet  scene  of  warlike  preparation  * * * disci- 
plining of  militia  everywhere  * * * nothing 
heard  but  the  rattle  of  drums  and  the  animating 
fife.  In  August  following  elected  by  the  people 
colonel  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Battalion  of  militia 
* * * and  appointed  officer  of  the  port  of 

Oxford.  April,  1788 — He  was,  by  a contested 
election,  the  first  of  four  chosen  to  represent  Tal- 
bot County  in  a general  convention  to  be  held  at 
Annapolis  in  order  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  Fed- 
eral government,  as  now  established,  of  the 
United  States.  This  proof  of  his  country’s  con- 
fidence and  approbation  was  perhaps  the  most 
pleasing  and  flattering  circumstance  in  the  life 
of  Colonel  Banning.  The  four  deputies  were 
Colonel  Banning,  the  Hon.  Robert  Goldsborougli, 
the  Hon.  Edward  Lloyd  and  Mr.  John  Stevens.” 
There  is  much  of  interest  in  the  old  journal, 
but  space  forbids  more  here. 


HON.  JOHN  MITCHELL  ROBINSON.  The 
long  and  honorable  career  of  Judge  Robin- 
son and  his  close  identification  with  public 
affairs  in  Maryland  entitle  his  name  to  lasting 
remembrance  in  the  annals  of  the  state.  During 
his  long  term  of  service  as  chief  justice  of  Mary- 
land he  was  always  distinguished  for  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  and  while  he  held  de- 
cided political  opinions,  yet  he  knew  no  politics 
while  on  the  bench,  but  held  himself  above  party 
lines.  As  a member  of  the  court  of  appeals  his 
circuit  embraced  Caroline,  Talbot,  Queen  Anne’s, 
Kent  and  Cecil  Counties. 

The  family  of  which  Judge  Robinson  was  a 
member  traced  its  lineage  to  Rev.  Ralph  Robin- 
son, a distinguished  Protestant  clergyman  of 
England.  The  first  of  the  name  in  this  country 
settled  in  Delaware  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 
The  judge’s  grandfather,  Ralph  Robinson,  was 
a wealthy  planter  of  Sussex  County,  that  state, 
and  the  father,  Peter,  also  a planter,  removed  to 
Caroline  County,  Md.,  where  he  owned  valuable 
property.  The  second  son  born  of  his  marriage 
to  Sarah  Mitchell  was  John  Mitchell,  whose  birth 


occurred  in  Caroline  County,  December  6,  1827. 
When  a lad  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Queen 
Anne’s  County.  He  received  his  education  in 
Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle,  Pa. , and  afterward 
studied  law  in  Centreville,  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  when  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

In  January,  1851,  under  the  old  constitution, 
he  received  the  appointment  of  deputy  attorney- 
general  for  Queen  Anne’s  County.  In  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year  the  new  constitution  went 
into  effect  and  under  it  he  was  elected  state’s 
attorney.  In  1864  he  was  elected  judge  of  the 
circuit  which  comprised  the  counties  of  Queen 
Anne’s  and  Kent.  Three  years  later  he  was 
chosen  judge  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  and 
again  in  1882,  both  times  without  opposition 
either  in  the  convention  or  at  the  polls.  His  term 
of  office  would  have  expired  in  1897.  He  was 
appointed  chief  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  by 
Governor  Brown  May  1,  1893,  to  succeed  Chief 
Judge  Richard  H.  Alvey,  who  resigned  to  accept 
the  position  of  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, District  of  Columbia.  This  appointment 
was  confirmed  by  the  state  senate  in  1894. 

Before  the  legislature  of  1884  Judge  Robinson 
was  a candidate  for  the  United  States  senate  to 
succeed  Hon.  James  Black  Groome.  After  an 
exciting  scene  in  the  legislature,  through  a con- 
fusion of  party  lines  owing  to  an  unexpected 
changing  of  votes,  the  judge  was  defeated.  In 
duration  of  service  upon  the  bench  he  was  the 
oldest  judge  in  the  state.  From  youth  he  was 
distinguished  for  honorable  character  and  up- 
rightness. He  was  above  bribery  and  chicanery 
and  the  petty  deceits  of  some  politicians  he  de- 
spised. In  mind  and  in  character  he  was  alike 
noble.  He  always  refused  to  compromise  with 
wrong,  but  made  a manly  stand  for  justice  and 
equity.  During  the  terms  of  the  court  of  appeals 
he  remained  in  Annapolis.  The  May  term  of 
court  he  usually  spent  in  Talbot  and  Queen 
Anne’s,  while  in  September  he  was  in  Cecil,  and 
in  October  visited  the  courts  of  Caroline  and 
Kent  Counties.  During  the  portion  of  the  year 
when  not  engaged  in  judicial  duties  he  resided  at 
Waverley,  one  of  the  old  Tilghman  homesteads, 
on  the  Chester  River,  six  miles  from  its  mouth. 
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The  death  of  Chief  Judge  Robinson  occurred 
suddenly  in  Annapolis,  January  14,  1896,  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lloyd,  wife  of  Lieut. 
Edward  Lloyd,  Jr. , of  the  navy.  He  was  then 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  When  the  news  came 
to  the  court  of  appeals  that  he  had  passed  away 
his  friends  and  co-laborers  expressed  the  deepest 
regret.  The  flag  on  the  state  house  was  placed 
at  half  mast.  In  respect  to  his  memory  the  court 
adjourned  for  several  days.  Dispatches  were  re- 
ceived by  the  family  from  many  eminent  men  of 
the  state,  including  Governor  Lowndes.  The 
bar  association  passed  resolutions  of  regret  and  of 
sympathy  with  the  family.  The  formal  announce- 
ment of  his  death  was  made  in  the  city  court  of 
Baltimore  by  William  S.  Bryan  and  court  was 
at  once  adjourned  by  the  judge.  In  the  criminal 
court  his  death  was  announced  by  State’s  At- 
torney Duffy  and  the  court  was  immediately  ad- 
journed. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  St.  Anne’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Annapolis,  January  17,  in  the  presence 
of  a distinguished  assembly  of  citizens.  Among 
those  present  were  the  governor  of  Maryland, 
the  general  assembly,  the  chief  civil  and  military 
officers  of  the  state,  leading  members  of  the  bar, 
officers  of  the  United  States  navy  and  many  who, 
though  of  less  prominence,  were  not  less  true 
mourners  on  the  occasion.  The  casket,  covered 
with  flowers,  was  carried  into  the  church  by  six 
judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  the  clerk  and 
the  reporter  of  the  court.  The  procession  to  the 
church  from  the  state  house  formed  an  imposing 
spectacle  and  was  composed  of  about  three  hun- 
dred men  of  eminence  in  state  history.  From 
the  church  the  casket  was  borne  to  the  railroad 
station  and  the  funeral  party  proceeded  to  Cen- 
treville,  where  they  were  met  by  members  of 
the  bar  and  officers  of  the  circuit  court.  The 
casket  w7as  conveyed  to  Waverley,  the  judge’s 
late  home,  from  which  place  interment  was  made 
in  the  cemetery.  At  the  hour  the  judge  died  he 
was  being  re-elected  president  of  the  Queen 
Anne’s  National  Bank  of  Centreville,  and  in  re- 
spect to  his  memory  the  bank  was  draped  in  black, 
as  was  also  the  courthouse. 

From  his  friends  throughout  the  state  came 


many  tributes  to  the  memory  of  Judge  Robin- 
son. Governor  Lowndes  said  regarding  his 
death:  “It  is  a great  misfortune  to  the  state.  He 

was  a brave,  an  able  and  a good  and  just  judge.” 
Col.  George  M.  Russum,  of  Denton,  said:  “The 
news  of  the  death  of  Judge  Robinson  will  be  a 
great  shock  to  the  people  of  the  second  judicial 
circuit,  by  whom  he  was  universally  beloved. 
As  a judge  he  was  quick  to  comprehend  and 
prompt  to  decide,  and  his  ability  and  impartiality 
were  unquestioned.  He  was  a man  of  strong 
convictions,  courageous  in  the  expression  of  his 
opinions,  and  distinguished  for  his  purity  of  life 
and  devotion  to  his  friends.  No  deserving  per- 
son ever  appealed  to  him  for  his  aid  in  vain.” 
Ex-Governor  Whyte  paid  him  this  tribute:  “I 

have  known  Judge  Robinson  for  forty  years  at 
least  and  our  relationship  was  always  of  the  most 
cordial  and  friendly  character.  He  knew  the 
high  esteem  in  which  I held  him  and  there  was 
no  one  in  the  state  to  whom  I would  have  given 
more  cordial  support  for  any  position  to  which  he 
might  aspire.  He  was,  however,  so  well  fitted 
for  the  judicial  office  and  adorned  that  station  so 
highly  that  it  seemed  to  be  his  special  vocation . 
He  was  a man  pure  in  heart,  earnest  in  spirit  and 
strong  in  conviction.  He  felt  the  impulse  always 
that  he  was  to  give  his  best  energy,  his  calm  con- 
sideration, his  strong  sense  of  justice  to  the  dis- 
charge of  all  his  judicial  obligations.  His  long 
service  on  the  bench  and  renewed  support  given 
to  him  term  after  term  by  his  people  showed  how 
firm  was  his  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  those 
among  whom  he  dwelt.  No  personal  friendship, 
no  political  bias,  no  preconceived  views  ever 
swerved  him  from  the  line  of  strict  judicial  duty.” 
Ex-Governor  Frank  Brown,  who  appointed 
Judge  Robinson  chief  judge  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, said:  “In  the  death  of  Judge  Robinson 

the  bar  of  Maryland  loses  a valuable  jurist  and 
the  people  a trusted  servant.  His  death  was 
personally  a great  shock  to  me.  The  state  will 
suffer  a great  loss  in  his  untimely  end.  He  was 
a man  of  high  personality  and  was  necessarily 
respected  by  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. An  eminent  jurist,  he  was  always 
distinguished  by  his  fair-mindedness  an  irnpa  r- 
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tiality,  and  while  he  was  in  the  nature  of  his 
position  identified  with  polities  he  was  on  the 
bench  simply  the  instrument  of  justice  and  knew 
no  party  lines.  His  memory  will  always  be  cher- 
ished in  Maryland  both  as  a public  man  and  a 
private  citizen.” 

In  1857  Judge  Robinson  married  Mariana, 
daughter  of  Thomas  A.  Emory,  a planter  and 
a member  of  an  old  family  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  a son  of  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Emory, 
and  on  the  maternal  side  a granddaughter  of  ex- 
Governor  Levin  Winder,  of  Maryland,  who  was 
also  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  The  children  born  to  the  union  of  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Robinson  were  named  as  follows: 
Alice,  wife  of  Francis  Gowen,  of  Philadelphia; 
Sallie  M.,  wife  of  Anthony  M.  Hance,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Mariana  W.,  wife  of  William  F.  Fullam, 
of  the  United  States  navy;  Elizabeth  R.,  whose 
husband,  Lieut.  Edward  Lloyd,  Jr.,  is  in  the 
United  States  navy;  Ralph,  a prominent  attorney 
of  Baltimore;  and  Amy,  Mrs. Edward  M.  Mcllvain, 
of  South  Bethlehem,  Pa.  The  home  of  the  widow, 
Waverley,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  in  the  state.  The 
commodious  residence  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
grounds,  overlooking  the  Chester  River,  which  is 
nearly  two  miles  broad  at  this  point.  The  home- 
stead consists  of  eight  hundred  acres,  some  of 
which  is  planted  to  grain  and  the  remainder  to 
fruit  trees. 


GEORGE  W.  COVINGTON  has  resided  in 
Still  Pond,  Kent  County,  since  1851,  when 
he  came  to  this  place  to  accept  a position  as 
clerk  for  his  uncle,  Daniel  Haines,  in  a general 
store.  In  1857  he  purchased  from  G.  W.  Price 
the  business  which  he  has  since  conducted.  In 
the  fall  of  1867  he  built  the  storeroom  and  dwell- 
ing house  that  he  has  since  occupied.  For  five 
years,  from  1871  to  1876,  he  also  carried  on  a 
general  mercantile  business  at  Lynch. 

In  Middletown,  Del.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  1836,  being  a descendant  of  English 
ancestry.  His  father,  Nathaniel,  was  born  in 
Delaware  and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 


suits, being  the  owner  of  a farm  near  Middle- 
town.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  how- 
ever, he  owned  and  occupied  a farm  near  St. 
Georges.  In  public  affairs  and  in  political  circles 
he  was  well  known  and  among  his  fellow-citizens 
he  wielded  considerable  influence.  While  still  in 
the  prime  of  life,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  his  earth 
life  ended,  in  1853.  Two  children,  George  W. 
and  James  H.  (now  of  Virginia)  were  born  of 
his  union  with  Maria,  daughter  of  Daniel  Haines, 
of  Delaware.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1840,  when  a young  woman. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
spent  in  Kent,  Dorchester  and  Talbot  Counties, 
and  his  education  was  obtained  in  public  schools 
and  in  Newton  Academy,  Baltimore.  After  he 
was  sixteen  he  ceased  to  attend  school  and  turned 
his  attention  to  active  work.  As  before  stated 
his  residence  in  Still  Pond  dates  from  1851, 
when  he  came  here  as  a clerk  for  his  uncle.  In 
1859  he  married  Helen  E.  Busick,  of  Kent 
County.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  E.  Lester,  of  New  York;  Helen  M. ; 
Irene  L-,  wife  of  J.  C.  Alston,  a farmer  residing 
near  Middletown,  Del.;  James  C.,  whose  home  is 
in  Philadelphia;  and  Ethel,  who  married  Dr. 
William  E.Banard,  a dentist,  of  Middletown,  Del. 

The  cause  of  temperance  has.  enlisted  the  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Covington  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  measure  for  the  public  weal.  In  earlier 
life  he  was  a Democrat.  He  voted  for  James 
Buchanan  for  president  and  under  his  administra- 
tion held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Still  Pond. 
He  also  held  the  same  office  at  Lynch  in  1871. 
He  continued  to  be  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party  until  1884,  when,  after  giving  careful  study 
to  the  evils  wrought  by  the  sale  of  intoxicants, 
he  determined  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  Pro- 
hibitionists and  support  by  his  ballot  the  prin- 
ciples in  which  he  has  always  believed.  Since 
then  he  has  been  prominent  in  the  party.  In  1892 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  convention  at 
Cincinnati  and  four  years  later  attended  the  con- 
vention at  Pittsburg  as  a delegate.  The  Order  of 
Good  Templars  numbers  him  among  its  leading 
members.  In  1869  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  county  school  board  and  labored  faithfully 
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for  the  interests  of  the  schools  while  holding  that 
position.  In  i860  he  was  nominated  for  congress 
from  the  first  district,  but  failed  to  secure  the 
election.  For  some  years  he  has  been  steward  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife, 
who  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  was  also 
an  earnest  member  of  and  worker  in  that  de- 
nomination. 


ISAAC  T.  HEARN,  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
Snow  Hill  district,  Worcester  County,  Md.,  is 
a native  of  Wicomico  County,  born  January 
4,  1867.  He  is  a son  of  Hon.  Isaac  N.  and  Mary 
H.  (Hay man)  Hearn,  both  of  this  state.  The 
former  was  £ member  of  the  state  legislature  and 
is  a man  of  considerable  wealth  and  influence  in 
his  own  community.  At  one  time  he  had  over 
twenty-three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  still 
possesses  over  two  thousand  acres.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Whitesville 
for  several  years,  while  his  children  look  after 
his  property. 

Grandfather  William  Hearn  was  a native  of 
Delaware,  and  there  he  carried  on  large  farms. 
His  father,  Thomas  Hearn,  was  also  a native  of 
that  state  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
his  father,  in  turn,  whose  Christian  name  was 
William,  was  a native  of  England  and  came  to 
Maryland  in  1681,  where  he  had  extensive  grants 
of  land  under  one  of  the  Lords  Baltimore.  The 
Mason  and  Dixon  line  afterwards  was  surveyed 
and  located  through  his  land.  While  the  greater 
part  of  his  property  was  on  the  Maryland  side  of 
the  division  line  between  this  state  and  Dela- 
ware, he  saw  fit  to  place  his  residence  upon  the 
Delaware  side.  He  was  a practical  man  of  bus- 
iness and  was  very  successful.  He  lived  to  at- 
tain a ripe  age. 

Isaac  T.  Hearn  is  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  brothers  and  sisters,  three  of 
whom  are  deceased,  viz.:  Olivia  E.,  William  and 
Harriet  A.  Those  who  are  living  are:  Cordelia, 
Mary,  Isaac  T.  and  George  B).  The  early  years 
of  our  subject  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of 


farmer  lads,  and  such  education  as  he  obtained 
was  gained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  dis- 
trict until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when 
it  was  his  privilege  to  enter  the  schools  of  Salis- 
bury and  there  pursue  higher  studies  for  a year 
and  a-half.  As  soon  as  he  had  completed  his 
studies  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  mastering 
of  the  various  duties  pertaining  to  farm  manage- 
ment, and  also  became  interested  in  milling  to 
some  extent.  These  two  occupations  he  still 
continues,  with  good  results.  He  is  an  ardent 
advocate  of  the  principles  and  nominees  of  the 
Democracy. 

March  27,  1888,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hearn 
and  Jennie  E.  Rodney  was  solemnized.  She  is  a 
native  of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  comes  from 
a fine  old  family  in  that  state,  three  of  her 
relatives  having  distinguished  themselves  by 
occupying  the  gubernatorial  chair.  Her  peo- 
ple were  agriculturists  and  stock -dealers  for 
the  most  part.  Two  bright  children  have  come 
to  grace  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hearn 
and  are  respectively:  Mary  H.,  eight  years  old, 
and  Isaac  J.,  six  years  old.  Mrs.  Hearn  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


APT.  DANIEL  FRIEL.  The  farm  where 
for  many  years  this  gentleman  made  his 
home  was  called  Heathworth  and  consisted 
of  three  hundred  and  forty -five  acres  situated  in 
the  third  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  It 
bore  many  improvements  which  represented  his 
earnest  labor  and  wise  management.  Farming 
was  his  principal  occupation  in  life,  though  for  a 
time  he  was  employed  as  captain  of  a boat  that 
brought  lime  from  Pennsylvania  for  sale  among 
the  farmers  of  this  locality. 

The  captain’s  father,  Bernard  Friel,  was  born 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  about  1823  and  settled  in  Gettysburg, 
Pa.  Of  his  family  only  two  sons  ever  came  to 
Maryland,  they  being  Capt.  John  and  Capt. 
Daniel,  both  of  whom  settled  in  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  Daniel  was  born  May  10,  1821,  and  in 
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boyhood  had  limited  opportunities  for  obtaining 
an  education.  The  knowledge  that  he  acquired 
was  mostly  the  result  of  experience  and  observa- 
tion. From  an  earl}'  age  he  was  obliged  to  sup- 
port himself,  which  was  an  advantage  because 
it  trained  him  to  habits  of  steady  industry  and 
perseverance. 

By  his  marriage  to  Annette  De  Swan  Captain 
Friel  had  two  daughters,  namely:  Annie,  the 
widow  of  James  B.  Hess,  of  this  county;  and 
Mary,  who  married  Charles  Middleton,  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  captain’s  second  wife  was  Christi- 
ana Kavanagh,  who  bore  him  six  children, 
namely:  Jane  Maria,  wife  of  Harry  L.  Boyd; 
Elizabeth  R.,  who  is  unmarried;  Daniel  J.,  of 
Baltimore;  Catherine  V.,  Mrs.  John  H.  Stokes, 
of  Kent  County;  John  A.  and  Elva  C.,  at  home. 
The  captain’s  widow  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Rebecca  Gardner.  In  1882  he  came  to  the  farm 
where  the  closing  years  of  his  life  were  passed. 
Though  an  active  politician  he  did  not  care  for 
office.  He  held  the  position  of  county  commis- 
sioner for  one  term,  but  with  that  exception  was 
not  an  incumbent  of  local  offices.  Both  in  his 
church,  the  Catholic,  and  among  the  poor  and 
needy  he  was  very  liberal,  and  his  death,  June 
26,  1892,  was  a personal  loss  to  many  people  of 
the  county. 

AMES  M.  H.  BATEMAN,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  prominent  and  successful  physicians 
of  Talbot  County,  and  has  built  up  a fine 
practice  in  and  around  Easton.  The  talents  he 
has  exhibited  as  a professional  man  have  brought 
him  a deserved  prominence  in  the  medical  frater- 
nity. He  has  filled  the  responsible  position  of 
president  of  the  state  board  of  health,  and  is  also 
a member  of  the  state  board  of  medical  examiners. 
In  addition  to  the  management  of  his  private 
practice  he  is  physician  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  at  Easton. 

The  Batemans  are  among  the  old  and  honor- 
able families  of  Maryland.  The  doctor’s  father, 
Henry  E.  Bateman,  descended  from  William 


Bateman,  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.;  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  1808,  and 
received  excellent  advantages  in  youth.  With  a 
natural  desire  and  taste  for  newspaper  work,  he 
rendered  efficient  service  as  editor  of  the  Easton 
Star.  Later  he  was  clerk  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals for  the  Eastern  Shore.  The  principles 
adopted  by  the  Democratic  party  and  presented 
in  the  platform  of  that  organization  were  in 
accord  with  his  personal  views,  and  these  he  has 
always  supported  by  his  ballot  and  influence. 
For  some  time  he  was  state  librarian  and  comp- 
troller of  the  state.  He  was  also  chief  of  the  de- 
partment of  commerce  and  navigation  in  the 
treasury  department  at  Washington,  and  in  1867 
he  was  a member  of  the  constitutional  convention. 
Among  the  local  offices  he  held  was  that  of  com- 
missioner of  Talbot  County.  He  was  a trustee 
of  the  Cathedral  and  was  frequently  a delegate  to 
church  conventions.  His  character  combined 
qualities  of  a high  order,  integrity,  persistence, 
fidelity  to  duty,  unwavering  honesty  and  kindness 
of  heart,  and  these  characteristics  brought  him 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
public  or  private  life.  He  passed  away  Novem- 
ber 30,  1893. 

The  mother  of  Dr.  Bateman  was  Ariana, 
daughter  of  James  Morrell  and  Mary  (Lowe) 
Hopkins.  Her  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Maryland,  and  her  father  was  descended 
from  James  Morrell,  of  Calvert  County,  Md., 
who  married  Elizabeth  Sedgwick.  The  doctor’s 
mother  was  noted  for  her  gentleness,  refinement 
and  strength  of  character.  She  died  December 
21,  1871.  Of  her  six  children  four  are  living 
viz.:  James  M.  H. ; Henry  A.,  assistant  general 
' superintendent  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad 
relief  department  at  Baltimore;  J.  Frank,  who 
has  been  state’s  attorney  of  Talbot  County;  and 
Wilfred,  of  Easton,  and  formerly  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  family,  just  enumerated, 
forms  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Easton,  November  9,  1844,  and  attended 
school  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  March,  1867, 
he  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  and  immediately  after 
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completing  his  studies  came  to  Easton,  where  he 
began  his  medical  practice.  During  the  years 
that  have  followed  he  has  built  up  a large  prac- 
tice aud  gained  a reputation  as  a skillful  physi- 
cian. 

November  7,  1871,  Dr.  Bateman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Goldsborough, 
daughter  of  James  N.  Goldsborough,  of  Eastou. 
Eight  children  came  to  bless  their  union,  but 
only  three  are  now  living,  Janies  G.,  Elizabeth 
T.  and  Henry  E. 


(3  APT.  THOMAS  J.  WALTER,  like  such  a 
It  large  percentage  of  the  people  born  along 
U the  shores  of  the  beautiful  Chesapeake,  con- 
cluded to  try  life  upon  the  sea  in  his  early  man- 
hood, and  like  many  others  ultimately  de- 
cided to  turn  his  attention  to  another  man- 
ner of  earning  his  livelihood.  He  has  been 
a merchant  and  farmer  of  the  Tyaskin  dis- 
trict for  a number  of  years  now  and  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  town  of  Nanti- 
coke.  In  his  store  here  may  be  found  general 
merchandise,  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots  and 
shoes  and  clothing.  He  owns  a well-kept  and 
well-cultivated  homestead,  comprising  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  improved  with  sub- 
stantial house,  barns  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings. The  place  bears  an  air  of  thrift  that  is  very 
creditable  to  the  owner,  and  is  considered  as 
valuable  as  any  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  captain  was  born  in  this  county,  December 
7,  1841,  being  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Porter)  Walter.  The  parents  were  also  both 
natives  of  this  county  and  in  their  family  there 
were  four  children,  one  of  whom  has  passed  over 
to  the  silent  land.  The  others  are  Thomas  J., 
of  whom  we  write;  Margaret  and  W.  A.  The 
father  of  William  Walter  bore  the  same  Christian 
name,  William.  He  was  born  and  reared  to 
manhood  upon  the  Eastern  Shore  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  settled  here  permanently  upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  age  of  mature  decision.  He  lived  to 
a good  old  age,  passing  the  three-score  and  ten 


years  allotted  to  man  by  about  eight  years.  Both 
he  and  his  son  and  namesake  were  devoted  to 
the  life  of  agriculture  and  made  a good  livelihood 
thereby  for  their  families. 

As  previously  stated  Captain  Walter  gained 
his  title  during  the  five  years  which  he  spent 
upon  the  bay  as  a sailor  and  master  of  a ship. 
He  received  a common-school  education  and  has 
always  been  quite  a reader  aud  student.  He  is  a 
well-informed  man  upon  the  current  topics  of  the 
day  and  is  a pleasing  conversationalist.  He  is 
loyal  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  platform 
and  nominees  and  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  never  held  public 
office  to  any  extent,  having  simply  served  to  ac- 
commodate his  neighbors  as  judge  of  elections 
for  some  six  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Wicomico  Lodge 
No.  91,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Salisbury,  Md. 

In  May,  1871,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Walter 
and  Mary  E.  Harrington  was  solemnized.  The 
lady  is  a native  of  Wicomico  County  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Alfred  Harrington,  who  fol- 
lowed the  high  seas  during  his  entire  lifetime. 
Four  bright,  lovely  children  came  to  bless  the 
hearts  and  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife,  but  three  of  the  number  were  soon  claimed 
by  death,  as  being  too  fair  flowers  for  an  earthly 
garden.  Their  names  were:  Addie,  Grace  and 
Willie  A.  The  only  child  left  to  the  bereaved 
parents  is  little  Bernice,  who  is  a genuine  sun- 
beam in  what  would  otherwise  be  a lonesome 
home. 


BAVID  J.  HOPKINS,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  enterprising,  energetic  business 
men  of  Kent  County,  Del.,  during  his  act- 
ive life,  and  was  a man  of  such  sterling  worth 
and  excellent  qualities  that  every  one  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  respected  him  most 
highly.  He  was  very  industrious  and  persevered 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  carrying  it  out  to  a 
successful  issue,  and  thus  won  a place  for  himself 
among  the  influential  citizens  of  this  community. 
His  career  was  very  short,  as  he  died  at  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


829 


prime  of  early  manhood,  and  when  a happy  and 
prosperous  future  was  just  opening  out  before 
him,  and  his  many  friends  and  sincere  well- 
wishers  have  deeply  deplored  his  untimely  death. 

The  birthplace  of  David  J.  Hopkins  was  in 
Kent  County,  Del.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth 
September  1,  1853.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Mary  A.  (Taylor)  Hopkins,  who  were  likewise 
both  natives  of  Delaware.  The  grandfather, 
John  Hopkins,  Sr.,  was  also  born  in  that  state, 
and  was  a successful  farmer.  David  J.  was  one 
of  five  children,  the  others  now  being  respected 
citizens  of  the  several  communities  in  which 
they  have  their  homes. 

From  his  first  recollections  David  J.  Hopkins 
was  associated  with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
early  learned  every  department  of  the  work  of 
operating  a homestead  correctly.  He  was  an  apt 
student  in  the  schools  of  the  period,  and  made 
such  progress  in  his  various  studies  that  at  length 
he  took  the  teacher’s  examination  required  and 
was  placed  in  charge  of  a school,  which  he  taught 
quite  successfully  for  two  years.  Then  he  turned 
his  entire  attention  to  farming,  and  gradually 
accumulated  land,  until  at  his  death  he  left  an 
estate  comprising  over  four  hundred  acres.  This 
property  he  had  improved  and  placed  under  ex. 
cellent  cultivation,  and  it  is  now  managed  with 
remarkable  ability  by  his  widow,  who  has  de- 
veloped unusual  talent  for  business,  and  wisely 
superintends  all  the  work  upon  the  place. 

It  was  on  February  15,  1876,  that  a mar- 
riage ceremony  united  the  fortunes  of  D.  J.  Hop- 
kins and  Mary  Tharp,  who  survives  him.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  E.  (Flem- 
ing) Tharp,  who  were  natives  of  Delaware,  and 
a granddaughter  of  Llewellyn  Tharp,  an  exten- 
sive land  owner  in  that  state,  where  he,  too,  was 
born.  Four  children  came  to  bless  the  hearts  of 
Mr.  Hopkins  and  wife,  and  were  named  as  fol- 
lows: Benjamin,  John,  D.  Norman  and  Mary. 
Benjamin  graduated  from  a commercial  college 
in  Wilmington,  Del.,  two  years  ago,  and  is  now 
bookkeeper  for  C.  T.  George,  of  Philadelphia. 
John  is  attending  Fisk’s  Telegraphic  School,  in 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party  and  never  failed  to  do  his 


full  duty  as  a patriot  and  citizen,  for  he  kept 
posted  in  all  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  and 
was  always  prepared  to  cast  his  ballot  intelli- 
gently. He  was  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  gave  liberally  to  the 
support  of  its  various  departments  of  usefulness. 
He  received  the  summons  to  leave  the  scenes  of 
his  earthly  pilgrimage  February  22,  1886,  when 
but  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Hopkins  is 
also  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is 
nobly  striving  to  bring  up  her  children  in  love 
toward  God  and  man,  and  with  a fitting  regard 
for  right  principles  of  conduct.  They  are  bright 
young  people,  have  received  good  educational 
advantages,  and  have  promising  futures  before 
them. 


AMES  W.  HARRINGTON  is  a prosperous 
and  most  highly  respected  agriculturist  of 
Oueen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  his  postoffice 
address  being  Roe.  His  valuable  homestead  is 
finely  situated  in  the  sixth  district,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  in  this  region.  The  owner  is  a skillful 
farmer  and  takes  great  pride  in  keeping  every- 
thing about  his  place  in  a thrifty  state.  His 
farm,  formerly  styled  the  Duhamel  homestead, 
comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  upon 
it  a general  line  of  the  crops  usually  grown  in 
this  locality  is  cultivated.  In  addition  to  manag- 
ing the  farm,  our  subject  owns  and  runs  a saw- 
mill, and  had  made  a goodly  sum  in  this  way. 

William,  father  ofj.  W.  Harrington,  was  born 
in  Caroline  County,  Md.,  near  the  town  of  Hen- 
derson, in  the  early  part  of  this  century.  His 
father,  Philemon  Harrington,  was  a native  of 
Delaware  and  became  a resident  of  this  state  in 
1790,  while,  going  backward  another  generation, 
it  is  found  that  his  father  was  an  Englishman 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  1740.  William 
Harrington,  above  mentioned,  was  a well-to-do 
farmer,  and  was  a pillar  in  the  church  which  he 
attended.  He  departed  this  life  in  1867,  leaving 
many  warm  friends,  who  deeply  deplored  his  loss. 
His  wife  was  a Miss  Ann  Maria  Clements,  whose 
father  was  James  Clements,  of  Delaware.  She 
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survived  her  husband  but  a few  years,  dying  in 
1879.  She  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the 
following  are  now  living:  J.  *W.;  Ann  Maria, 
Mrs.  H.  R.  Cooper,  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  George, 
a resident  of  Millington,  Md. ; and  Louisa,  Mrs. 
Robert  Colgan,  of  Wilmington. 

The  birth  of  the  subject  of  these  notes  took 
place  upon  a farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Henderson, 
Caroline  County,  November  5,  1825.  He  helped 
his  father  as  much  as  he  could  when  a boy,  and 
went  to  the  district  schools  in  the  winter  terms. 
He  decided  to  learn  a trade,  and  going  to  Church 
Hill  worked  as  a carpenter  twelve  years  with 
good  financial  results.  In  1858  he  purchased  the 
property  that  he  has  since  cultivated,  and  where  he 
still  makes  his  home.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  past  fifty- 
six  years,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  trustee  and 
steward  in  the  congregation,  and  has  also  served 
as  class-leader.  He  does  not  take  an  active  part 
in  politics. 

Mr.  Harrington  was  married  first  to  Rachel 
Rebecca  Tolson,  who  died  in  May,  1854,  leaving 
three  children.  His  second  union  was  with 
Sarah  Maria  Spry,  whose  death  occurred  in  Sep- 
tember, 1858,  and  both  of  their  children  are  also 
deceased.  January  23,  1862,  Mr.  Harrington 
married  Charlotte  E.  Brown,  of  Church  Hill,  and 
nine  children  have  been  born  to  them. 


HE  EARLE  FAMILY.  The  following  his- 
tory of  the  Earle  family  is  taken  from  an 
old  Bible,  where  almost  the  entire  narrative 
appears  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Earle,  and  it 
is  understood  to  be  his  composition. 

“My  grandfather,  James  Earle,  was  born  upon 
July  25,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  1631, 
about  ten  years  before  the  rebellion  of  Ireland, 
and  died  in  Maryland  the  24th  of  September, 
1684,  leaving  behind  him  a widow  and  many  sons 
and  daughters.  His  aforesaid  widow,  Rhodah 
Earle,  afterward  married  and  lived  in  Maryland 
until  the  20th  day  of  October,  anno  domini,  1714, 
when  she  departed  this  life,  without  other  chil- 


dren than  she  had  by  her  former  husband,  James 
Earle.  She  died  about  the  seventy-fourth  year 
of  her  age,  and  came  into  Maryland  with  her 
husband,  James  Earle,  November  15,  anno  dom- 
ini, 1683,  and  brought  with  them  thirteen  chil- 
dren. Their  oldest  son,  John,  was  then  in  the 
country,  a captain  of  a ship,  but  was  afterward 
taken  captive  and  lived  in  slavery  some  years, 
and  was  finally  murdered  by  a couple  of  villains. 

“Michael  Earle,  my  father,  the  second  son  of 
James  and  Rhodah,  married  a certain  Sarah 
Stevens  on  the  14th  of  October,  1686,  which  said 
Sarah  departed  this  life  March  7,  1688,  not  leav- 
ing any  offspring  behind  her.  The  aforesaid 
Michael  Earle,  my  father,  afterward,  viz. , on  the 
27th  of  December,  1690,  at  Trumping  Town, 
on  Chester  River,  married  with  a certain  Ann 
Carpenter,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  Their 
oldest  son  was  born  the  27th  of  November,  1692, 
and  died  the  same  day.  Their  next  were  twins, 
viz.:  Elizabeth  and  James  (which  said  James  is 

myself).  We  were  born  February  17,  1694,  be- 
ing Sunday,  said  Elizabeth  about  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon  and  said  James  about  half  an 
hour  later.  We  both  received  private  baptism 
the  next  day.  The  fourth  child  was  born  the 
26th  of  December,  1697,  being  Sunday,  and  was 
baptized  the  7th  of  August  following,  by  the  name 
of  Carpenter,  our  mother’s  maiden  name.  The 
aforesaid  Carpenter  Earle  married  with  a certain 
Mary  Thomas,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  called 
Joseph,  and  born  after  said  Carpenter  died,  viz., 
the  Christmas  Eve  1720,  leaving  behind  him 
Joseph,  who  is  now  under  the  care  of  my  uncle, 
Joseph  Earle. 

“My  sister,  Elizabeth  Earle,  married  Maj. 
William  Turbutt  and  died  September  29,  1725, 
leaving  behind  her  four  children,  viz. : Michael, 

Anna  Maria  T.,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  T.  The 
said  William  and  Elizabeth  Turbutt  married  in 
September,  1712.  My  father  and  mother,  Michael 
and  Ann  Earle,  died  on  the  5th  of  April,  1709, 
of  a violent  pleurisy  which  then  raged  violently 
in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.  They  were  both 
buried  in  one  grave  at  the  old  burying  place 
at  Sprigg’s  Point,  commonly  called  Carpenter’s 
Point. 
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“Myself,  the  second  son  of  Michael  and  Ann 
Earle,  married  Mary  Tilghman,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Tilghman,  Esquire,  and  Anna  Maria,  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lloyd.  We  were 
married  at  the  home  of  Richard  Tilghman,  the 
1 2th  of  October,  1721,  and  with  Richard  lived 
until  the  19th  of  April,  1723,  being  Friday,  when 
we  began  housekeeping  on  our  present  dwelling 
plantation  in  Queen  Anne’s  Count}'.  Our  first 
child,  Michael  Earle,  was  born  October  19,  1722, 
and  received  private  baptism  the  New  Year’s  day 
following  from  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Christopher 
Wilkinson,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  parish.  Anna 
Maria  Earle,  our  second  child,  was  born  in  May, 
1725,  being  Saturday,  in  the  mansion  house  of 
her  father  and  mother.  She  received  private 
baptism  the  same  month  she  was  born.  Richard 
Tilghman  Earle,  our  third  child,  was  born  July 
10,  1727,  and  died  January  17,  1728.  He  re- 
ceived private  baptism  before  death.  Richard 
Tilghman  Earle,  our  fourth  child,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1728,  being  Sunday,  and  received 
private  baptism  the  same  month.  Henrietta 
Maria  Earle,  our  fifth  child,  was  born  November 
26,  1730,  being  Thursday,  and  received  public 
baptism  from  the  Rev.  James  Cox.  Joseph  Earle, 
our  sixth  child,  was  born  November  11,  1732, 
received  baptism  a few  hours  afterward,  and  died 
the  next  day.  James  Earle,  our  seventh  child, 
was  born  April  21,  1734,  being  Monday,  and  re- 
ceived private  baptism  a few  days  after  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cox. 

“January  10,  1736,  there  departed  this  life  my 
dear,  good  wife,  Mary,  lately  called  Mary  Tilgh- 
man. She  was  born  August  23,  1702,  and  I 
doubt  not  is  mounted  up  to  a blessed  eternity. 
She  was  buried  on  the  right  hand  of  her  two 
dear  babies,  Richard  Tilghman  and  Joseph  Earle, 
who  died  before  her.  It  was  a violent  cold  day. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Holt  preached  her  funeral  sermon 
and  his  text  was  taken  out  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
St.  Luke’s  gospel.  There  was  a great  concourse 
of  people  at  the  funeral,  notwithstanding  the 
violence  of  the  weather.  Great  sorrow  and  mourn- 
ing appeared  on  every  side. 

“My  second  wife  and  I were  married  at  her 
home,  November  6,  1738.  Her  maiden  name 
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was  Crapp,  the  daughter  of  John  Crapp,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, at  which  place  she  was  born.  Her 
name  when  I married  her  was  Sarah  Chetham, 
the  widow  of  Edward  Chetham,  late  of  Queen 
Anne  County,  deceased.’’ 

(Signed)  James  Earle. 

“May,  1739.  The  above-named  James  Earle 
departed  this  life  of  a violent  illness,  aged  forty- 
five  years  and  some  months.  He  enjoyed  several 
public  posts,  in  which  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all 
men  by  his  adhering  strictly  to  justice.  He  was 
possessed  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  social  virtues, 
and  though  not  without  his  foibles,  yet  it  is  hoped 
they  were  counterbalanced  by  his  virtues,  and 
that  he  is  now  partaking  of  (in  the  mansions  of 
bliss)  felicity  unspeakable,  which  that  he  may 
I fervently  implore  the  great  and  tremendous 
God.’’ 

(Signed)  Michael  Earle. 

By  the  second  marriage  of  James  Earle  a son, 
Joseph,  was  born  some  time  after  the  death  of 
the  father.  Richard  Tilghman  Earle  settled  on 
the  estate  that  his  son,  the  late  Judge  Earle, 
called  Needwood,  and  there  he  died  in  1788. 
His  marriage  in  the  year  1755,  united  him  with 
Anne,  daughter  of  Samuel  Chamberlain,  of  Tal- 
bot County.  Ten  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  whose  mother 
died  in  August,  1786.  Judge  Richard  Tilghman 
Earle,  who  was  one  of  this  family,  was  born  June 
23,  1767,  and  received  his  education  in  Wash- 
ington College,  Chestertown,  winning  the  honors 
of  the  class.  In  May,  1787,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Thomas  B.  Hand,  of  Chestertown,  and 
for  three  years  his  attention  was  very  closely 
devoted  to  legal  study.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1789.  For  twenty-five  years  he  served  as 
chief  judge  of  the  second  judicial  district  of  Mary- 
land, but  at  last  ill  health  obliged  him  to  resign. 
He  married  Mary  Tilghman,  daughter  of  Judge 
James  Tilghman,  his  predecessor  on  the  bench. 
She  died  in  1836,  after  thirty-five  years  of  married 
life,  their  union  having  been  solemnized  Decem- 
ber 4,  1801.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  were  Elizabeth  Anne,  born  October  14, 
1802;  Mary  Maria,  October  9,  1804;  Susan  Frisby, 
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March  5,  1808;  Richard  Tilghman,  born  April  1 1 , 
1810,  and  died  August  14,  1814;  Henrietta  Maria, 
born  August  16,  1812;  James  Tilghman,  Decem- 
ber 22,  1814;  Richard  Tilghman,  born  December 
22,  1816;  Samuel  Thomas,  July  2,  1818;  Sarah 
Catherine,  born  June  30,  1820,  died  September 
28,  1822;  George,  born  September  10,  1821; 

John  C.,  May  10,  1824;  and  Sarah  Catherine, 
August  1 1,  1827. 

Of  this  family  Richard  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Catherine  Spencer,  and  his  sec- 
ond, her  sister,  Elizabeth  Spencer.  Prospered 
in  his  undertakings,  he  accumulated  a fortune  of 
about  $60,000.  Personally  he  was  large-hearted 
and  generous,  a man  who  won  and  retained  many 
warm  friends.  James  first  married  Ann  Johns, 
and  for  his  second  wife  chose  Catherine  Tilgh- 
man, who  bore  him  two  children;  their  daughter, 
Ann  Johns,  married  William  Babcock,  a lawyer 
employed  in  the  patent  office  at  Washington. 
For  his  third  wife  he  married  Mary  F.  Wright, 
daughter  of  Clinton  Wright.  He  died  in  1882, 
leaving  two  sons,  James  T.  and  Richard  T.,  both 
now  in  school  in  Baltimore.  George  was  assist- 
ant to  Postmaster- General  John  A.  J.  Creswell 
under  the  administration  of  President  Grant,  was 
a member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1867 
and  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Maryland. 
He  went  west  and  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Washington,  where  he  engaged  in  mining,  mean- 
time, however,  continuing  his  law  practice.  At 
present  he  resides  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  practi- 
cally retired,  though  still  looking  after  Mrs.  Cres- 
well’s  estate  and  having  other  important  inter- 
ests to  superintend. 

Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  family, 
married  P.  H.  Feddeman.  She  had  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  the  latter  being  P.  Henry, 
who  resided  in  New  York  for  years,  and  Richard 
Tilghman  Feddeman,  a farmer  and  loan  agent, 
whose  first  wife  was  a Mrs.  Clayton  and  his  second 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Gustavus  Wright.  Mary, 
second  daughter  of  Judge  Earle,  married  Philip 
Davidson,  and  died  leaving  two  sons,  Richard  T. 
and  George,  and  two  daughters,  Catherine  and 
Susan.  Susan,  the  third  daughter  ofjudge  Earle, 
died  unmarried.  Henrietta  Maria  became  the 


wife  of  Dr.  David  Stewart,  for  a long  time  a lead- 
ing druggist  in  Baltimore  and  at  one  time  the 
state  chemist;  she  died  leaving  a daughter,  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  who  married  Thomas  Dilworth,  of 
Port  Penn,  Del.  Sarah  Catherine,  Judge  Earle’s 
3'oungest  daughter,  was  married  to  Dr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain,  of  Easton,  where  they  now  reside. 
Dr.  John  C.  Earle,  the  youngest  son,  graduated 
from  Newark  (Del.)  College,  and  at  one  time 
engaged  in  practice  in  Centreville,  but  now  resides 
in  Easton;  he  married  Clara,  daughter  of  Col. 
Nicholas  Goldsboro,  living  near  Oxford  Neck. 


EREGRINE  TILGHMAN  FORMAN.  In 
common  with  the  other  county  seats  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  Centreville  contains  its  com- 
plement of  successful  business  men,  to  whose 
intelligent  management  of  their  personal  interests 
and  hearty  eo- operation  in  public  matters  is  due 
much  of  the  local  prosperity.  To  this  class  belongs 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a well-known 
dealer  in  hardware  and  agricultural  implements. 
He  cannot  strictly  be  denominated  self-made, 
as  that  term  is  usually  employed  to  distinguish 
between  wealth  and  want,  for  the  Forman  family 
have  always  enjoyed  the  golden  medium  between 
riches  and  poverty.  However,  he  deserves  the 
credit  for  his  present  standing  in  business  circles. 
If  he  has  had  opportunity  he  created  it;  if  he  has 
had  success,  he  earned  it.  His  energetic  appli- 
cation and  force  of  will  have  been  the  levers 
which  have  moved  adverse  circumstances  and 
shaped  his  destiny. 

The  record  of  the  Forman  family  appears  in  the 
sketch  of  our  subject’s  brother,  E.  M.,  presented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Peregrine  T. 
Forman  was  born  on  Recovery,  the  farm  of  his 
grandfather,  Peregrine  Tilghman,  located  in  the 
third  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  February 
13,  1853.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  schools 
and  by  diligent  application  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  present  large  stock  of  information.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  secured  employment  with  Will- 
iam McKenney,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
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eleven  years,  and  when  that  gentleman  sold  out 
in  1883  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business 
on  Commerce  street.  For  three  years  the  firm 
title  was  Chambers,  Forman  & Co.,  and  upon  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership  he  continued  in 
business  in  a store  adjoining  his  brother’s  drug 
store.  He  carries  in  stock  a full  line  of  hardware 
and  agricultural  implements,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  progressive  men  of  his  town.  His 
success  is  especially  noteworthy,  in  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  he  started  out  penniless,  with  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  his  widowed  mother 
and  the  other  children.  In  1883  he  married 
Florence  Elm  a,  daughter  of  Joseph  O.  and  Flor- 
ence M.  Rasin,  and  a native  of  Centreville, where 
she  died  in  1884. 

— — c — f— — 

LANE  FINLEY,  M.  D.,  of  Church  Hill, 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  influential  families  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  is  himself  an  able  representative  of 
its  intelligence  and  culture.  He  is  a great-grand- 
son of  James  Finley,  a talented  man  and  by  pro- 
fession a lawyer,  but  for  many  years  before  his 
death  not  engaged  in  practice,  instead  devoting 
himself  to  the  management  of  his  large  planta- 
tion. Through  energy  and  business  judgment 
he  accumulated  a fortune  in  land  and  slaves  and 
left  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

Washington  Finley,  M.  D.,'our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  the  second  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  and  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  West  Nottingham  Acadamy  and  at  Bel 
Air,  Harford  County.  In  youth  he  was  engaged 
as  an  instructor  in  languages  in  Bel  Air  Col- 
lege, but  afterwards  he  began  to  study  medicine 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Goldsborough  in  Centreville, 
later  entering  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1835.  For  the  ensuing  ten  years 
he  practiced  his  profession,  after  which  he  gave 
his  attention  wholly  to  the  management  of  his 
large  real-estate  interests.  In  1852  he  was  elected 
to  the  house  of  delegates  and  served  for  one  term, 
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his  election  being  upon  the  Democratic  ticket. 
During  Buchanan’s  administration  he  was  sur- 
veyor of  the  port  of  Baltimore.  For  three  suc- 
cessive terms  of  four  years  each  he  was  chief 
judge  of  the  orphans’  court.  In  1859  he  was 
his  party’s  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  chair. 
He  died  August  3,  1896,  and  was  buried  in 
Church  Hill  Cemetery.  Of  a large  family  born 
of  his  union  with  Sallie  A.  Harrison,  only  our 
subject  and  State  Senator  W.  P.  Finley  survive. 
These  two  inherited  the  bulk  of  the  fortune, 
which  included  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
the  county  and  real  estate  in  Church  Hill. 

Born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  December  25, 
i860,  our  subject  was  given  the  best  educational 
advantages  the  country  afforded.  He  was  a 
student  in  \\/est  Nottingham  Academy  and  spent 
two  years  in  Princeton,  after  which  he  entered 
the  University  of  Maryland,  continuing  there 
until  his  graduation  with  the  class  of  1884.  Since 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  has  engaged 
in  professional  practice  in  Church  Hill.  In  his 
political  belief  he  strongly  favors  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1885  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  P.  Grason,  and 
four  children  blessed  their  union,  but  three  are 
deceased,  Margaret,  Helen  R.  and  Sterett  G. 
Richard  Harrison  alone  survives. 


(cjAMUEL  THOMAS  EARLE,  son  of  Judge 
Richard  T.  and  Mary  (Tilghman)  Earle, 
v spent  his  early  years  upon  a farm  and  at- 
tended school  in  Bel  Air.  Since  1836  he  has 
resided  at  his  present  place  of  residence,  known 
as  Melfield,  which  he  inherited  from  his  father. 
The  first  public  office  for  which  he  was  a candi- 
date was  that  of  county  commissioner,  but  he 
failed  to  receive  the  election.  Afterward  he  was 
chosen  judge  of  the  orphans’  court,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  twenty-four  years,  when 
he  resigned,  not  wishing  to  hold  the  office  longer. 
Outside  of  his  professional  work  his  principal 
enjoyment  has  been  in  hunting.  He  has  been 
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an  ardent  sportsman  and  an  unerring  shot,  but  of 
late  the  infirmities  of  age  have  prevented  him 
from  indulging  in  this  sport. 

The  first  wife  of  Judge  Earle  was  Mary  U., 
daughter  of  William  Brundige,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  a merchant  of  that  city.  The  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  seven  children  who  attained 
years  of  maturity.  James  T.  went  south  during 
the  war  and  joined  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry 
in  the  Confederate  army,  but  died  during  his 
period  of  service.  William  Brundige  Earle  re- 
sides at  Winton,  where  his  father  was  born;  he 
married  Louisa  Stubbs,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  has 
three  children,  Fannie;  William  B.,  a clerk  in 
Centreville;  and  Swepson,  who  is  in  Baltimore. 
Richard  Tilghman,  third  son  of  the  judge,  is  a 
widower  residing  upon  a farm  near  his  father. 
Dr.  Samuel  T.,  a graduate  of  the  Agricultural 
College,  is  now  a professor  in  the  University  of 
Maryland  and  a leading  surgeon  ofBaltimore;  his 
first  wife  was  Isabella  Ringold,  the  mother  of  the 
two  daughters  Isabella  and  Rosetta.  His  second 
wife  was  Dinette  Tyler.  Mary,  daughter  of  Judge 
Earle,  married  P.  Henry  Feddeman,  late  of 
Centreville,  now  deceased;  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, Ellen  Douglas,  Samuel  Earle  and  Henry. 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Forman.  Another 
daughter,  Rosetta,  died  at  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  The  second  wife  of  Judge  Earle  was  Rosetta 
M.  Brundige,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 


OL.  WILLIAM  J.  VANNORT.  Few  of  the 
men  residing  on  the  Eastern  Shore  have 
been  more  prominently  identified  with  the 
public  affairs  of  Maryland  than  has  Colonel 
Vannort,  of  Cliestertown.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  history  of  a state  is  best  told  in  the  lives  of 
its  people,  and  certainly  from  the  biographical 
record  of  his  eventful  career  much  can  be  gleaned 
concerning  the  history  of  the  state.  He  has 
identified  himself  with  its  progressive  movements 
and  especially  in  the  councils  of  the  Republican 
party  has  been  influential  and  active.  In  1890 
he  was  his  party’s  nominee  for  the  office  of  gov- 


ernor, being  the  only  man  on  the  Republican 
ticket  ever  nominated  by  acclamation  for  gov- 
ernor, and  while  he  was  not  successful  in  winning 
the  election,  he  polled  a very  large  vote,  receiving 
the  support  of  many  Democrats  and  Prohibitionists 
as  well  as  those  of  his  own  party. 

The  record  of  one  so  prominent  will  be  perused 
with  interest,  both  by  the  old,  whose  admiration 
it  may  arouse,  and  by  the  young,  whose  emulation 
it  deserves.  First,  it  may  be  appropriate  to  men- 
tion something  concerning  the  family  history. 
The  colonel’s  father,  William,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  through  his  mother  was  connected 
with  the  family  of  which  Gen.  Winfield  Scott 
was  a member.  About  1827  he  came  to  Chester- 
town,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a carriage 
maker.  In  1844  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  similarly  employed  on  Cherry  street. 
Returning  to  Kent  County  about  1849,  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  and  lumber  business  at 
Turner’s  Creek,  afterward  engaged  in  farming 
for  ten  years,  and  then  became  interested  in  the 
mercantile  and  lumber  business  in  Chestertown. 
In  1865  he  retired  from  business  and  afterward 
gave  his  attention  to  the  oversight  of  his  various 
interests,  leading  a quiet  life  from  that  time  until 
his  death  in  1883.  He  married  Catherine  D. 
Adams,  who  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  N.  J,, 
and  died  in  Chestertown  in  April,  1888.  In 
religious  connections  both  were  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

I11  the  family  of  William  Vannort  there  were 
five  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  one  son 
died  at  eight  years,  and  Augustus  died  in 
Hanesville,  Kent  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  Samuel,  a farmer  by 
occupation,  represented  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature  for  one  term.  Ezra  Adams,  who  was 
a physician  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war, 
afterward  practiced  his  profession  in  Hanesville. 
Mary  A.  H.  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Simpers,  a 
merchant  of  Chestertown. 

Chestertown,  where  he  now  resides,  was  the 
birthplace  of  Colonel  Vannort,  and  July  9,  1835, 
the  date  of  his  birth.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  here  and  in  Philadelphia 
and  in  Washington  College.  The  first  business 
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in  which  he  engaged  was  that  of  merchandising, 
which  he  followed  at  Rising  Sun.  In  1860, 
however,  he  returned  to  Chestertown,  where  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  business  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  at  once  assisted  in  raising 
a company  to  join  the  Union  army,  his  men  being 
consolidated  with  Company  H,  Second  Maryland 
Infantry,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant.  With  his  regiment  he  went  to 
Virginia,  and  began  the  series  of  marches  and 
battles  that  resulted  in  final  victory  to  the  Union. 
He  was  at  Antietam  and  also  took  part  in  the 
engagements  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  At 
Snicker’s  Ford  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  lung 
and  left  leg;  in  this  engagement,  which  was  fought 
in  1864,  he  marched  to  the  field  of  battle  with 
forty-seven  men,  all  but  seventeen  of  whom  were 
left  on  the  field  at  the  close  of  the  fight.  He  then 
came  home  and  went  to  Annapolis,  where  he 
remained  about  three  weeks.  Being  unfit  for 
service  he  was  ordered  to  Camp  Berry,  to  forward 
troops  to  the  front.  He  re-inforced  General 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea  at  Honey  Hill 
and  was  at  Hilton  Head  when  Fort  Sumter  fell. 
In  1865  he  had  charge  of  the  steamship  America, 
which  was  used  to  convey  troops  to  the  front. 
The  boat  was  captured  by  the  Confederates,  but 
afterward  retaken  by  the  Union  forces.  From 
Major  Rollins  he  received  the  highest  praise  for 
his  efficiency  and  fidelity. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Colonel  Vannort 
engaged  in  business  for  a short  time.  From  1871 
to  1880  he  resided  on  the  farm,  and  in  the  latter 
year  removed  to  the  residence  which  he  had  in 
the  meantime  built  in  Chestertown.  December 
27,  1870,  he  married  Mrs.  Avis  E.  Bartholow 
nee  Denning,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore.  He 
is  president  of  the  Kent  County  Agricultural 
Association,  in  the  work  of  which  he  maintains 
a deep  interest.  With  the  Grand  Army,  too,  he 
is  actively  connected.  In  politics  he  is  a pro- 
nounced Republican,  a strong  advocate  of  protec- 
tion of  home  industries  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  sound-money  standard.  In  1895  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Maryland  delegation  to  Cleveland. 
In  1896  he  was  a delegate  to  the  national  conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis,  also  delegate-at-large  to  the 


National  League  Club  convention  at  Milwaukee, 
and  at  this  writing  he  is  the  Maryland  national 
committeeman  of  the  National  League,  chief 
of  the  staff  of  the  Maryland  division  under  Dr. 
William  S.  Booze,  chief  marshal  at  the  inaugural, 
and  was  one  of  Maryland’s  commissioners  to  the 
exposition  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  principles  for  which  Colonel  Vannort  has 
stood  throughout  his  entire  life  have  been  those 
which  he  believed  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  and  the  happiness  of  the 
people.  Tenacious  in  his  beliefs,  he  holds  firmly 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  party  that  he  has  supported 
from  youth.  This  he  does  because,  in  his  opinion, 
free  trade  is  detrimental  to  our  country’s  interests 
and  especially  injurious  in  its  effects  upon  the 
laboring  classes.  He  is  a patriot  from  principle 
and  favors  any  measure  that  will  advance  our 
government. 


ILLIAM  C.  MITCHELL  is  one  of  the 
well-known  residents  of  Salisbury  district, 
Wicomico  County,  being  treasurer  of  the 
Salisbury  Canning  Company  and  owner  of  White- 
field,  a farm  of  three  hundred  acres.  In  1892  he 
was  elected  tax  collector  and  served  for  two 
years;  in  1896  he  was  re-elected  to  the  position 
of  which  he  is  the  present  incumbent.  He 
believes  thoroughly  in  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  has  always  supported  the  regular 
ticket  at  local,  state  and  national  elections. 

On  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  May  28,  1859.  His 
father,  George  T.,  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Mitchell, 
whose  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from  Ire- 
land. George  T.,  who  was  born  near  Salisbury, 
engaged  in  farm  pursuits  and  also  followed  the 
mason’s  trade  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1877.  In  religious  belief  he  was  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At  his  death 
he  left  a small  estate,  which  doubtless  would 
have  been  much  larger  had  he  not  been  a man  of 
generous  disposition  and  great  liberality.  His 
wife,  Susan,  daughter  of  John  Reddish,  was  born 
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in  Salisbury  district  and  died  here  in  1896. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  all  but  one 
of  whom  are  still  living.  Elizabeth,  the  oldest 
of  the  family,  is  unmarried.  Mary  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  W.  Waller,  county  commissioner 
of  Wicomico  Count}7  and  a resident  of  Salisbury; 
John  S.  resides  in  Baltimore;  and  George  E.  is  a 
merchant  in  Salisbury. 

When  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  grammar 
and  high  schools  at  Salisbury.  His  studies  there 
inculcated  within  him  a love  for  learning,  and 
he  has  since  continued  to  read  closely  and  thor- 
oughly the  current  newspapers  and  the  best  litera- 
ture of  the  age.  In  1879  he  began  to  teach 
school  in  Salisbury  district  and  continued  to  fol- 
low the  occupation  for  twelve  years,  until  he  fell 
heir  to  the  estate,  Whitefield,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. November  24,  1885,  he  married  Caroline 
Hastings,  daughter  of  E.  S.  Hastings,  of  Salis- 
bury district.  They  have  four  children:  Olive, 
Thurman,  Victor  and  Horace. 


ILLIAM  E.  BROWN,  who  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Denton,  was  born  near  Bridge- 
ville,  Sussex  County,  Del.,  December  4, 
1863,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Smith) 
Brown,  also  natives  of  that  county.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Henry  Brown,  was  a farmer,  as 
was  the  maternal  grandfather,  William  Smith, 
the  latter  being  the  grandson  of  an  Englishman 
who  came  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  died 
March  7,  1890,  had  a number  of  brothers:  Henry, 
a farmer  of  Maryland;  David,  who  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Delaware;  Daniel,  a sol- 
dier in  the  United  States  army,  in  service  in  the 
west;  and  Lacy,  a farmer  by  occupation.  Our 
subject’s  father,  who  was  born  in  1815,  in  early 
life  engaged  in  business  as  a tanner  and  hatter, 
but  later  became  interested  in  farming;  he  still 
resides  in  the  county  where  he  was  born. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased,  two  dying  in  child- 
hood; Maggie  E.,  who  married  H.  B.  Tuthill, 


station  agent  at  Cambridge,  Md.,  died  March  7, 
1894;  Mary  W.  is  the  widow  of  L-  Q.  Smith  and 
resides  in  Philadelphia;  James  H.,  who  formerly 
resided  in  Ohio  and  the  state  of  Washington,  is 
now  a builder  and  contractor  in  Caroline  County; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Walters,  a farmer 
residing  near  Seaford,  Del.;  Albretta  married  J. 
W.  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Denton. 

The  youngest  of  the  family  was  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  received  his  education  in  country 
schools  and  Bridgeville  Academy.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  commenced  to  teach  school,  which 
occupation  he  followed  for  eleven  years,  being 
employed  in  country  schools  seven  years  of  the 
time,  while  for  one  year  he  was  principal  of  the 
schools  of  Selbyville,  Del.,  and  for  three  years 
principal  of  the  Denton  schools.  In  1893  he  em~ 
barked  in  the  business  which  he  has  since  carried 
on,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  an  excellent  and 
profitable  trade.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Heptasophs  and  was  secretary  for  three  years. 
I11  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  in  religious 
belief  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  In 
1887  he  married  Melissa  E.  Smoot,  daughter  of 
William  Smoot,  a farmer  living  in  Caroline 
County.  They  are  the  parents  of  a daughter, 
Jeannette. 

— ->•  > — 

MERSON  G.  POLK,  for  years  one  of  the 
>)  leading  business  men  of  Pocomoke  City,  is 
_ now  retired  from  many  of  the  enterprises  in 
which  he  was  formerly  interested.  Since  1892 
he  has  been  engaged  in  a private  banking  busi- 
ness. His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Worces- 
ter County,  and  the  first  fifteen  years  were  spent 
upon  a farm  three  miles  from  Pocomoke  City. 
From  this  place  he  was  accustomed  to  walk  into 
town  each  morning  to  the  public  school,  returning 
home  in  the  afternoon.  In  this  way  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  Mr.  Polk  began  to  serve 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  tailor’s  trade  under  his 
brother  William,  in  Pocomoke  City.  He  was 
apprenticed  for  five  years,  then  worked  for  his 
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brother  for  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  embarked  in  business  as  a merchant 
tailor,  being  in  partnership  with  his  brother. 
After  three  years  he  purchased  his  brother’s  in- 
terest in  the  business,  and  from  that  time,  with 
the  exception  of  eighteen  months,  he  carried  on 
a clothing  and  mercantile  business  until  1897, 
when  he  sold  out  to  his  son. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Polk  took  place  in 
1861  and  united  him  with  Miss  Addie  O.  Dry- 
den,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Addie,  de- 
ceased at  seven  years.  In  1867  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  W.  Benson,  and 
three  children  come  to  bless  their  union,  namely: 
Annie,  who  married  William  Schoolfield  and 
died  in  1895;  Emerson  W.,  who  carries  on  the 
mercantile  business  formerly  conducted  by  his 
father;  and  Carrie  H.  In  1895  Mr.  Polk  married 
Miss  L-  Alma  Polk.  While  he  is  not  active  in 
politics,  he  has  firm  convictions  in  favor  of  the 
Republican  party.  Since  1864  he  has  been  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  for  about 
the  same  length  of  time  has  served  as  treasurer. 
The  church  with  which  he  is  identified,  that  at 
Rehobeth,  Somerset  County,  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  of  the  denomination  in  the 
United  States.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Heptasophs  and  the 
Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 


HRISTOPHER  G.  LYNCH,  who  resides  in 
Rose  Cottage,  and  is  a successful  agricult- 
urist of  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot  County, 
was  one  of  the  soldier  boys  who  wore  the  gray 
during  the  entire  Civil  war.  He  was  attending 
Centreville  Academy,  in  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
when  the  first  dark  days  of  the  war  came  upon 
us,  and  though  he  was  only  seventeen  years  old, 
he  started  for  the  front  and  ran  the  blockade,  and 
was  regularly  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Maryland, 
Chesapeake  Battery,  by  the  1st  of  October,  1861. 
From  that  time  forward  he  was  in  constant  and 
active  service,  and  was  under  the  command  of 
Stonewall  Jackson  in  the  Richmond  campaign. 


A few  days  before  peace  had  been  declared  he  was 
captured  by  the  Federal  forces,  but  did  not  have 
long  to  languish  in  prison,  happily. 

The  Lynch  family  have  been  connected  with 
the  annals  of  this  state  for  many  decades  and 
have  been  most  highly  respected  people.  James 
P. , father  of  the  above,  was  a native  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County  and  always  followed  farming  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  a livelihood  for  himself  and 
family.  Death  cut  him  off  in  his  prime,  in  1847, 
when  his  son,  C.  G.,  was  but  three  years  old. 
His  faithful  companion  and  helpmate,  Sarah  E., 
was  a daughter  of  Christopher  Goodhand,  a very 
wealthy  and  prominent  citizen  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  Mrs.  Lynch  became  the  mother  of  four 
children,  and  survived  her  husband  many  years, 
dying  in  1880. 

C.  G.  Lynch  is  the  sole  representative  of  his 
father’s  family,  as  all  his  brothers  and  sisters 
have  passed  from  earth.  He  was  born  in  Queen 
Anne’s  County  September  14,  1844,  and  as  his 
father  died  when  he  was  young,  he  never  knew 
what  it  meant  to  have  a kind,  watchful  jurisdic- 
tion exercised  over  him,  as  no  one  but  a father 
could  manifest.  His  widowed  mother  strove 
nobly  to  do  whatever  was  in  her  power,  and  gave 
him  good  educational  privileges,  and  no  one  but 
one  of  the  mothers  of  the  young  soldiers  of  the 
early  60’ s can  appreciate  the  intense  anxiety 
which  was  her  constant  companion  during  those 
long,  weary  years  when  her  boy  was  at  his  post 
of  duty  upon  southern  battlefields.  After  his 
return  Mr.  Lynch  concluded  to  adopt  the  occu- 
pation of  his  forefathers  and  settle  down  to  the 
routine  of  farm  work  in  his  native  county.  He 
continued  there  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  homestead,  a place  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  owned  by  his  brother-in-law,  and  situ- 
ated near  Wye  Landing.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  a Democrat. 

January  4,  1867,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Elizabeth 
Dudley  were  united  in  marriage.  Four  bright 
sons  came  to  bless  their  hearthstone  and  they  are 
all  now  well-informed,  practical  young  men,  who 
are  a credit  to  their  parents  and  worthy  of  their 
pride.  J.  Dudley  is  a resident  of  Philadelphia; 
Willard  N.  is  a bookkeeper  for  a well-known 
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Philadelphia  firm;  and  the  two  younger,  Harry 
F.  and  J.  Holton,  are  at  home,  and  lend  their 
strong  arms  in  willing  help  in  all  of  the  arduous 
farm  work. 


“ DWIN  DASHIELL,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  most 
energetic  and  popular  business  men  of 
_ _ Cambridge,  and  is  always  in  the  forefront 
of  any  movement  designed  for  the  general  welfare 
or  the  advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  this  place. 
He  is  conducting  a large  and  growing  insurance 
business,  and  now  represents  thirteen  of  the 
leading  and  reliable  companies  of  England  and 
America.  Formerly  he  was  the  agent  for  life, 
marine  and  fire  insurance  companies,  but  now 
confines  his  attention  chiefly  to  that  last  men- 
tioned. He  is  much  interested  in  the  development 
of  the  natural  resources  of  Dorchester  County, 
and  has  made  ventures  in  real-estate  investments 
here  with  good  results. 

Edwin  Dashiell,  Sr.,  was  born  near  New 
Church,  Accomac  County,  Va.,  and  formerly 
carried  on  a large  and  valuable  farm  near  Buck- 
town  in  this  county.  At  one  time  he  was  very 
well-off  in  this  world’s  goods,  but  lost  much  of  his 
wealth  by  generosity  to  friends  and  too  great  trust 
in  others.  He  is  now  a resident  of  Cambridge, 
and  is  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  About 
twrenty  years  ago  he  was  the  sheriff  of  this 
county,  and  was  a very  influential  man  in  his 
home  neighborhood.  He  married  Ellen  E. 
Gordon,  of  Somerset  County,  now  within  the 
limits  of  Wicomico  County.  She  is  still  living 
and  is  also  about  three-score  and  ten  years  of  age. 
Of  their  five  children  all  but  one  grew  to  maturity, 
viz.:  Edwin,  Milton,  Aurelia,  J.  and  Helena  E. 

Born  April  13,  1857,  at  a place  called  Keene’s 
Ditch,  in  Dorchester  County,  our  subject  was 
reared  upon  his  father’s  farm  near  Bucktown, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  school  there. 
When  he  was  about  sixteen  he  set  forth  to  make 
his  own  living  and  obtained  a clerkship  in  a 
general  store  in  Bucktown.  He  found  that  he 
needed  a greater  fund  of  special  knowledge  than 


he  yet  possessed  and  many  a night  did  he  burn 
the  midnight  oil  while  he  pursued  his  higher 
studies  industriously  by  himself.  At  length  he 
applied  for  a position  as  a teacher,  and,  after 
passing  the  required  examinations,  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  a school  at  Hills  Point.  There  he 
taught  for  about  two  years  with  gratifying  success, 
after  which  he  came  to  this  place  and  opened  an 
office  for  the  sale  of  fertilizer,  and  represented 
his  house  during  the  season  in  Cambridge,  trav- 
eling the  remainder  of  the  year  as  a general  agent 
in  Delaware,  Virginia,  Maryland  and  parts  of 
Pennsylvania.  While  at  Centreville  one  day 
he  met  a brother  of  Senator  Gibson,  an  insurance 
man,  and  after  conversing  with  him  he  decided 
that  he  would  also  go  into  that  business.  Thus 
he  has  been  occupied  up  to  the  present  time  and 
has  made  a success  of  his  enterprise.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a member 
of  Cambridge  Lodge  No.  66,  A.  F.  & A.  M.; 
with  Hayward  Chapter  No.  29,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Chesapeake  Commandery,  having  attained  the 
degree  of  Knight  Templar.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat. 

June  4,  1890,  he  married  Nora,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  L.  Bryan,  an  honored  old  resident  of 
Cambridge.  (See  his  sketch  elsewhere.)  To  this 
estimable  couple  three  children  were  born,  viz.: 
Shirley,  now  three  years  of  age;  James  Bryan, 
seventeen  months,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  active  in  all  good  works. 


HE  POLK  FAMILY.  Among  the  distin- 
guished men  who  have  made  their  home 
in  the  territory  now  comprised  within  the 
limits  of  Wicomico  County  may  be  mentioned 
Judge  William  Polk,  associate  judge  of  the  court 
of  appeals  of  Maryland  and  chief  justice  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  district.  His  home  was  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  Wicomico  River,  three  miles 
above  Green  Hill.  He  was  the  father  of  Ann 
Polk  and  Col.  James  Polk,  the  latter  born  in 
Somerset  County  in  1794,  and  elected  register  of 
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wills  for  Somerset  County  in  .1818,  which  office 
he  held  for  twenty-seven  years.  The  daughter 
became  the  wife  of  Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of 
Georgia,  who  was  candidate  for  vice-president 
on  the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  ticket  in  i860. 

During  the  administration  of  James  K.  Polk, 
the  position  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore 
was  held  by  Col.  James  Polk.  The  two  families 
were  related,  the  grandfather  of  President  Polk 
having  been  a native  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  a 
brother  of  Judge  Polk’s  father.  Esther,  daughter 
of  James  Polk,  became  the  wife  of  Enoch  Louis 
Lowe,  once  governor  of  Maryland,  one  or  two  of 
whose  sons  were  distinguished  actors,  especially 
Lucius  Polk,  of  New  York. 

Several  members  of  the  Polk  family  rose  to 
distinction  in  this  and  other  states,  some  of  them 
in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  There  are 
some  who  think  that  the  original  name  was  Pollock 
and  that  the  ancestors  came  from  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, but  others  believe  they  came  from  Scotland. 
Mention  in  history  is  made  of  one  of  that  name  who 
married  Magdeline,  daughter  of  Lord  Tasker, 
high  chancellor  of  Ireland. 


™ LIHU  WHEATLEY,  who  has  passed  the 
^ three-score  and  ten  years  allotted  to  man 
_ _ by  the  psalmist,  has  always  lived  in  Dor- 
chester County,  his  home  now  being  in  New 
Market  district.  He  deserves  great  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomplished  of  success,  for  few 
men  with  his  limited  chances  could  have  done 
better  in  the  struggle  for  a livelihood.  In  his 
boyhood  he  was  obliged  to  work  early  and  late, 
and  at  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  too.  The  result 
was  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  much  of  an 
education,  and  his  knowledge  has  been  gained 
in  the  rugged  school  of  experience.  He  is  a 
thrifty  agriculturist  and  owns  over  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  this  neighborhood.  Much  of 
this  property  was  formed}'  not  considered  very 
desirable  land,  but  he  has  persevered  in  his  ef- 
forts until  he  has  literally  made  ‘ ‘the  desert 
bloom  and  blossom  like  the  rose.”  When  the 


writer  visited  his  place  the  fields  were  beautiful 
seas  of  golden  grain,  the  fine  orchards  were  full 
of  excellent  ripening  fruit,  and  even  the  rough 
and  uncultivated  spaces  were  lovely  with  the 
cheerful,  nodding  golden-rod. 

The  birth  of  Elihu  Wheatley  took  place  in  the 
northern  part  of  Dorchester  County  in  1824,  he 
being  a son  of  William  Wheatley.  As  previously 
stated,  the  childhood  of  the  boy  was  one  of  ardu- 
ous work,  and  but  little  time  was  his  to  spend  in 
the  happy  sports  natural  to  youth.  However,  he 
learned  habits  of  industry  and  business  that  have 
been  the  basis  of  his  prosperity  in  later  life. 
Though  he  is  small  in  stature  he  has  always  been 
quick  and  active,  and  no  one  ever  had  occasion 
to  charge  him  with  being  lazy  or  idle.  Now,  as 
old  age  is  creeping  on,  he  is  troubled  more  or  less 
with  rheumatism,  but  is  still  able  to  attend  to  his 
affairs  about  his  several  farms,  and  his  mind  was 
never  clearer  or  more  alert.  In  the  matter  of 
politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Wheatley  married  Mary  Stevens,  and 
their  four  children  lived  to  mature  years.  After 
the  death  of  the  mother  Mr.  Wheatley  married 
again,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Jennie  Stevens, 
by  whom  he  had  four  more  children.  Mrs  .Wheat- 
ley  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

— - — e — — 

HOMAS  GALE.  The  position  which  Mr. 
Gale  occupies  is  that  of  a shrewd  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  the  third  district  of  Kent 
County.  Upon  one  of  the  best  farms  of  this  lo- 
cality he  has  made  his  home  since  1867,  and  here 
he  has  engaged  in  raising  the  various  cereals, 
together  with  some  fruit.  He  is  the  owner  of 
three  farms  aggregating  six  hundred  acres  of 
land,  the  management  of  which  he  personally 
superintends,  though  the  manual  labor  is  done  by 
others.  The  success  which  has  rewarded  his 
efforts  is  the  result  of  sound  judgment  and  the 
spirit  of  enterprise  that  have  impelled  him  in  all 
his  transactions. 
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The  Gale  family  is  of  English  extraction  and 
has  always  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  first  representative  in  this 
country  came  to  America  in  1694  and  made  set- 
tlement in  Kent  County,  engaging  in  farm  pur- 
suits. Thomas  Gale,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
resided  on  Still  Pond  Neck,  owning  a farm  there 
that  is  now  the  property  of  W.  D.  Pennington. 
For  some  time  he  held  the  position  of  county 
surveyor,  then  considered  a very  important  office. 
He  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  John, 
James,  Martha,  Sarah  and  Mary.  Major  Gale, 
who  attained  prominence  in  the  Mexican  war, 
was  a cousin  of  the  family. 

John  Gale,  father  of  our  subject,  spent  his 
whole  life  upon  a farm  in  Kent  County,  where 
he  owned  the  Worton  manor  house,  formerly  the 
property  of  the  Boardley  family  and  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Gale’s  wharf.  By  his  first  wife, 
who  was  Leonora  Sutton,  he  had  three  children, 
but  only  one  of  these  attained  years  of  maturity, 
Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  second 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  A.  Rasin, 
and  they  had  two  children,  now  living,  John  and 
William  R.  The  father  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  St.  James’  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
in  which  he  was  steward  for  some  time,  and  his 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  denomination  con- 
tinued steadfast  until  death.  Successful  in  his 
undertakings,  he  deserved  especial  credit  because 
his  prosperity  came  not  by  chance  or  luck  nor 
by  the  assistance  of  friends,  but  by  his  own  un- 
aided exertions.  His  death  occurred  in  1872,  at 
the  age  of  sixty -two  years. 

Upon  a farm  adjoining  his  present  home  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1840,  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Washington 
College,  and  also  took  a course  of  study  in  the 
Agricultural  College  near  Washington.  About 
1850  his  father  purchased  the  Eisenberry  farm, 
to  which  he  moved  in  1867,  and  here  he  has 
since  engaged  in  general  farm  pursuits,  achiev- 
ing a success  that  places  him  in  the  ranks  of  the 
most  influential  farmers  of  the  district.  Polit- 
ically a Democrat,  his  interest  in  politics  has 
never  extended  to  a participation  in  public  affairs, 
and  though  several  times  solicited  to  accept 


nomination  for  office  he  has  thus  far  never  been 
prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  In  1873  he  married 
Rachel  Parsons,  daughter  of  Isaac  Parsons,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Lena. 


“ DWARD  ATKINSON  POWELL,  a resident 
^ of  Trappe,  Talbot  County,  Md.,  is  the  son 
_ m of  William  N.  Powell,  who  died  in  1884, 
grandson  of  Howell  Powell,  Jr.,  and  great-grand- 
son of  Howell  Powell,  whose  ancestors  were  of 
Welsh  extraction  and  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  Quakers  of  Talbot  County,  whose  family 
records  in  each  branch  of  the  family  represented 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  are  complete  for 
many  generations  and  form  a part  of  the  historical 
annals  of  Maryland. 

Edward  A.  is  the  eldest  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, having  been  born  near  the  village  of  Trappe 
February  6,  1851.  Three  sisters  succeeded 

him,  Elizabeth  Needles,  Hetty  Anna  and  Sallie 
Kemp,  all  of  whom  have  married.  His  mother 
was  Sallie  K.  Atkinson,  who  died  in  the  year 
1889. 

In  1883  Mr.  Powell  married  Annie  L.  Maddin, 
of  Wyoming,  Del.,  to  whom  was  born  a daughter, 
Edith  Needles,  in  1884.  Mr.  Powell  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics  and  at  present  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  orphans’  court  of  Talbot  County. 
He  has  been  honored  many  times  with  positions 
of  trust,  responsibility  and  judgment,  and  for 
years  followed  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  being 
made  treasurer  of  the  almshouse  for  Talbot  Coun- 
ty. He  possessed  an  executive  ability  beyond 
that  accorded  to  many  individuals  who  have  even 
greater  opportunities  thrust  upon  them.  But  his 
modest  and  retiring  disposition,  his  aversion  to 
notoriety,  his  abstemious  and  upright  habits 
have  contributed  to  make  him  exceeding  strong 
in  his  own  locality. 

He  finished  his  education  at  Westtown  board- 
ing school  in  Pennsylvania,  and  after  teaching  in 
the  institution  for  a short  time  he  accepted  a place 
as  bookkeeper  and  accountant  in  a leading  com- 
mercial house  of  Baltimore  City,  and  held  the  po- 
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sition  for  several  years.  A few  years  before  his 
father’s  death  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
took  charge  of  his  father’s  business,  carried  on 
the  farms  and  later  began  merchandising  in  the 
village  of  Trappe,  where  he  still  conducts  one  of 
the  largest  stores  in  that  section  of  the  county. 


OL.  CHAUNCEY  H.  THOMPSON  is  living 
virtually  retired  from  the  busy  cares  and 
perplexing  commotion  of  the  great  world  on 
his  beautiful  homestead  in  St.  Michael’s  district 
of  Talbot  County.  He  is  a man  whom  all  admire 
and  respect,  a man  who  was  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes,  one  of  distinctive  characteristics, 
and  one  who  fought  for  his  principles  and  coun- 
try during  the  long,  dark  days  of  the  civil  con- 
flict. In  times  of  peace  as  well  as  those  of  war 
he  has  been  a loyal,  upright  citizen,  endeavoring 
to  do  his  entire  duty  toward  his  fellow-men,  and 
thus  merits  the  esteem  of  all. 

The  colonel  comes  from  a family  that  has  had 
many  representatives  in  the  professions  and  in 
military  circles.  He  undoubtedly  inherited  from 
his  ancestors  courage  and  daring  in  a righteous 
cause,  and  a true  military  spirit.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John,  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  as  a private  soldier  and  served  faithfully  until 
the  colonial  rights  were  fully  established.  He 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  lived  to  an 
advanced  age.  The  father  of  the  colonel,  Will- 
iam by  name,  was  also  a native  of  that  state,  but 
later  moved  to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
became  a prosperous  farmer.  He  offered  his 
services  and  life,  if  need  be,  to  his  beloved  land 
during  the  war  of  1812,  but  was  spared  to  wit- 
ness his  country’s  triumph  over  her  foe.  He 
married  a Miss  Mary  Chapeu,  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  three  children  born  of  their  union  grew 
to  maturity.  They  were  named  respectively, 
Sarah,  William  and  Chauncey.  The  father  and 
mother  both  lived  to  a good  old  age,  each  dying 
when  about  eighty-four.  They  were  for  years 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
were  consistent  Christians  in  their  daily  lives. 


The  birth  of  Col.  C.  H.  Thompson  took  place 
in  Huntington,  Conn.,  in  1835,  but  he  was 
scarcely  a year  old  when  his  parents  removed  to 
New  York  State.  There  he  grew  to  man’s  estate, 
being  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  a 
private  academy.  When  he  was  about  eighteen 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  harness- 
making and  was  thus  occupied  until  the  Civil  war 
began.  Among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  presi- 
dent’s call  for  troops  was  our  subject,  who  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry,  as 
a private,  for  the  three  months’  service.  He 
continued  actively  engaged  in  warfare  up  to  the 
battle  of  Rich  Mountain,  when  he  received  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  right  thigh,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  did  not  recover  enough  to  resume 
his  place  in  the  ranks  for  nearly  a year.  Then  he 
re-entered  the  service  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
as  he  had  organized  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry, 
which  chose  him  as  their  commander.  He  acted 
in  this  capacity  for  a year  and  a-half,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  post  of  senior  major  and  for 
the  greater  part  of  1864  was  in  command  of  the 
regiment.  He  went  with  Burnside  on  his  famous 
eastern  Tennessee  campaign  and  was  with  Sher- 
man in  Georgia.  In  July,  1864,  he  wascaptured 
at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  was  among  the  officers  who 
were  transferred  to  the  prison  at  Charleston.  In 
January,  1865,  he  was  promoted  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  being  duly  commissioned,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  following  September  that  his  duties 
closed  and  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service. 

Upon  his  return  home  the  colonel  resumed  the 
business  he  had  been  formerly  interested  in,  that 
of  harness  making,  and  conducted  a retail  store 
in  Logansport,  Ind.,  about  five  years.  Thence 
going  to  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
he  was  there  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
harness  manufacturing  trade  for  another  seven 
years.  The  succeeding  twelve  years  he  was  lo- 
cated in  the  enterprising  young  city  of  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.,  still  in  his  old  business,  and  at  the 
end  of  this  period  he  felt  entitled  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a quiet  life  during  his  declining  years. 
With  this  idea  in  mind  he  looked  around  for  a 
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beautiful  country  home  and  healthful  location, 
and  eventually  settled  the  matter  by  buying  his 
present  property  here.  He  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  is  a Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

February  22,  1871,  was  not  merely  notable  for 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  the  father  of  his  country,  in  the  estimation 
of  at  least  two  persons,  for  on  that  day  the  mar- 
riage of  the  colonel  and  Laura  E.  Gresham,  of 
New  York  City,  was  celebrated.  Her  father,  John 
Gresham,  was  a native  of  that  metropolis,  was 
the  owner  of  large  sawmills  and  was  a well- 
known  ship  builder  of  New  York  and  Albany, 
He  died  when  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  after  having 
led  a very  busy,  useful  life.  His  father  was  a 
hero  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Thompson  was  about  fifty- two  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  demise.  Of  her  five  children 
only  Mrs.  Thompson  and  a son,  James,  survive. 
To  the  colonel  and  his  worthy  wife  four  children 
have  been  born,  three  living:  Carrie,  who  is  still 
with  them;  Charles  H.,  now  engaged  in  chemical 
laboratory  work  in  New  York;  and  Edith  May, 
who  is  at  home. 


ILLIAM  W.  HEARN  is  a wealthy  farmer 
of  the  third  district  of  Dorchester  County 
and  is  one  of  our  representative  citizens. 
It  was  over  thirty  years  ago,  in  1865,  that  he 
purchased  his  beautiful  homestead  known  as 
Maple  Grove.  It  comprises  four  hundred  and 
forty- eight  acres,  and  is  improved  with  good  build- 
ings and  fences,  and  the  fields  are  carefully  tilled 
and  produce  abundant  harvests  annually.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  agriculture  for  the  past  forty 
years  and  has  made  a success  of  the  vocation. 

William  Hearn,  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
in  America,  came  from  England,  and  though  he 
located  within  what  was  then  the  limits  of  Dor- 
chester County,  his  home  was  placed  upon  the 
Delaware  side  when  the  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line 
was  established,  to  decide  the  disputes  between 
Lord  Baltimore  and  William  Penn.  One  of  the 


companions  of  William  Hearn  in  his  early  settle- 
ment here  was  Jordan  Hairun,  who  had  a barony 
in  Northumberland,  dating  back  to  the  time  of 
King  Henry  I.,  A.  D.  1100.  W.  W.  Hearn  has 
in  his  possession  a history  (in  book  form)  of  the 
Hearn  family,  tracing  its  lineage  back  to  A.  D. 
1066,  when  one  of  the  name  went  with  William 
the  Conqueror  from  Normandy  to  England,  and 
the  annals  of  the  succeeding  generation  are  chron- 
icled down  to  William,  to  whom  reference  is  made 
at  the  beginning  of  this  paragraph.  There  were 
many  gallant  soldiers,  statesmen  and  professional 
men  among  them,  and  one  of  them,  Sir  William 
Hearn,  Knight  of  Maidenhead,  Berks,  was  high 
sheriff  of  London  in  1797,  and  his  ancestor,  Sir 
Richard  Hearn,  held  the  same  exalted  position  in 
1618. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
the  William  Hearn  mentioned  above,  and  his 
father  was  Josiah,  the  first  Hearn  born  in  Amer- 
ica, of  this  branch  at  least.  He  was  a native 
of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  died  in  1837,  at  the 
close  of  a good  and  fairly^  successful  life,  viewed 
from  a financial  standpoint.  He  was  much  es- 
teemed by  those  who  knew  him  best,  and  was 
kind-hearted  and  generous  toward  those  less  for- 
tunate than  himself.  He  married  Sarah  Lowe, 
of  the  same  state,  and  of  their  seven  children  but 
two  survive,  Benjamin  B.,  of  Cambridge,  Md., 
and  W.  W.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
1848. 

W.  W.  Hearn  is  a native  of  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  born  November  22,  1824.  As  his  father 
died  when  he  was  young,  the  lad  had  to  leave 
school  at  an  early  age,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
cabinet  and  wagon  making,  working  in  Laurel, 
Del.,  about  seven  years.  On  New  Year’s  day, 
1846,  he  came  to  Vienna,  and  in  partnership  with 
a brother  opened  a shop  and  carried  on  his  old 
occupation  here  for  several  years.  In  1857  he 
began  to  carry  on  farms,  and  rented  different 
ones  in  the  county  until  1865,  when  he  perma- 
nently settled  upon  his  fine  place,  Maple  Grove 
farm.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  in  1887  held  the  office  of  assessor  of  this  dis- 
trict. He  has  been  a hard  worker,  and  has  truly 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  Among 
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his  fellow-citizens  he  is  highly  regarded  and  all 
wish  him  well.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  a deacon  in  the  congregation. 

The  first  wTife  of  Mr.  Hearn  was  a Miss  Mary 
Nichols,  who  died  in  1858,  and  of  their  four  chil- 
dren but  one,  William  R.,  survives,  he  being  a 
resident  of  Cambridge.  Eater  he  married  Mrs. 
Esther  Ann  Robinson,  who  was  summoned  to 
her  reward  in  1895,  leaving  a son  and  daughter, 
Charles  B.,  of  Baltimore,  and  Henrietta,  living  at 
home.  The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  our 
subject  was  formerly  Miss  Sophia  Smith,  and 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  July  14,  1896. 


OEEISON  WADDELE  is  a venerable  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  the  fourth  dis- 
trict of  Caroline  County  and  during  his 
almost  four-score  and  ten  years  has  been  a witness 
of  vast  changes  and  improvements  in  this  portion 
of  Maryland.  He  has  been  a very  busy,  active 
man,  and  is  still  sound  in  mind  and  body,  not- 
withstanding his  advanced  age.  His  property, 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  seven  hundred  acres,  was 
amassed  entirely  by  his  own  efforts,  and  speaks 
eloquently  of  howr  he  mastered  the  difficulties  in 
his  pathway  and  won  success  by  persevering  in- 
dustry. It  is  a great  pleasure  to  engage  in  con- 
versation with  this  worthy  man,  for  he  has  wide 
and  varied  experience,  having  traveled  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  and  is  a most  interesting 
speaker.  For  a number  of  years  in  his  young 
manhood  he  sailed  the  high  seas  and  touched  at 
nearly  every  important  point  in  Europe. 

The  Waddell  family  has  been  long  and  promi- 
nently known  in  the  annals  of  Maryland.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Alex- 
ander Waddell,  and  his  parents  were  William  and 
Nancy  Waddell,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Cheezum,  of  this  county.  Collison  Waddell  was 
born  in  this  county  in  1810  and  passed  his  youth 
hereabout.  Then  followed  a number  of  years 
spent  upon  the  briny  deep,  and  in  1841  he  settled 
down  as  an  agriculturist  in  Dorchester  County. 
Four  years  later  he  came  to  Caroline  County,  and 


bought  land  near  Bethlehem,  which  property  he 
has  owned  and  supervised  for  over  half  a century 
with  undoubted  ability. 

In  1841  Mr.  Waddell  chose  as  his  helpmate 
and  life’s  companion  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
James  A.  Mowbray,  of  Dorchester  County,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children:  Will- 
iam Bishop;  James  W.,  of  Cambridge;  Columbus, 
ofHurlock,  Md.;  Victoria,  who  died  when  young; 
David  F.,  of  Felton,  Del.;  Winfield,  M.,  of 
Otterbein,  Ind. ; and  Thomas  Collison  and  Walter 
Scott,  of  the  same  place.  W.  M.  and  T.  C.  are 
prosperous  merchants;  and  W.  S.  is  a farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  that  locality. 

William  Bishop  Waddell,  eldest  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Dorchester  County,  Md.,  in 
1842,  but  was  reared  chiefly  in  this  county.  He 
passed  his  youth  upon  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides  and  received  a liberal  education.  Hav- 
ing inherited  a fancy  for  the  sea,  he  sailed 
for  about  a year  with  Capt.  C.  S.  Carmine,  and 
during  this  time  visited  the  West  Indies.  He 
was  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  while  the  Civil  war  was 
in  progress  and  heard  the  distant  sounds  of  the 
mighty  conflict  that  raged  in  that  unfortunate 
city.  Returning  home,  the  young  man  settled 
upon  a farm,  and  thenceforth  devoted  his  energies 
to  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
beautiful  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  on 
which  is  situated  his  home;  and  another  piece  of 
property  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty -six 
acres  not  far  away.  He  is  quite  independent  in 
his  political  views,  but  has  a leaning  toward  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
served  as  constable  of  the  fourth  district,  but  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  a man  of  good 
general  information  and  has  traveled  extensively 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  In  1891  he  lo- 
cated in  Indiana  and  was  engaged  in  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  packing  business  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Maryland,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  remaining  here  permanently. 

When  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority  W.  B. 
Waddell  married  Ella,  daughter  of  Robert  K. 
Collison,  of  this  county,  but  she  survived  their 
union  little  more  than  a year,  and  their  infant 
son,  William  Elwood,  died  in  babyhood.  For 
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his  second  wife  Mr.  Waddell  married  Miss  Ag- 
nes H.,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Helene 
(Lauder)  Laing;  the  parents  were  born  and  mar- 
ried in  Scotland.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  James  M.,  is 
deceased.  The  others  are:  Ella  B.,  William  B., 
Jr.,  GroverS.,  Agnes  H.,  Ira  S.,  Rose  M.  and 
Walter  Laing. 

- > *-2-0  (0K 1—  < - 

OHN  R.  PATTISON,  attorney-at-law,  of 
Cambridge,  is  local  counselor  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  for  Wicomico  and  Dor- 
chester Counties,  counselor  for  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  Dorchester  County,  for  the 
Cambridge  Gas  Company,  the  Building  and  Loan 
Association  of  Cambridge,  the  Dorchester  Na- 
tional Bank,  Cambridge  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany and  a number  of  smaller  companies. 
Prominent  in  the  Democratic  party,  he  was  in 
1896  named  as  a delegate  to  the  national  con- 
vention and  voted  for  Bryan  on  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  ballots.  During  the  campaign  of  that 
year  he  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  state 
campaign  committee. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  whose  name  was  the 
same  as  his  own,  was  born  near  Cambridge,  Dor- 
chester County,  where  he  afterward  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  a brother  of  Rev.  Robert  H. 
Pattison,  who  had  charges  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  whose  son,  Robert  E.,  was  formerly  governor 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  grandfather,  Samuel  Pat- 
tison, who  was  born  in  Maryland  and  here  spent 
his  entire  life,  was  a son  of  Jeremiah  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob  Pattison,  whose  father,  James,  was 
born  in  England  and  came  to  America  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  and  settled  on 
James  Island,  Dorchester  County,  Md. 

John  R.  Pattison,  Sr.,  died  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  sixty.  His  wife,  Mary  Ann  Burroughs,  died 
in  1863,  when  our  subject  was  but  three  years  of 
age.  She  left  five  children:  Annie  T.,  Hattie 
T.,  SamuelS.,  James  B.  and  John  R.  The  father 
was  a second  time  married,  his  wife  being  Emily 


De  Valin,  sister  of  Charles  De  Valin,  of  the 
United  States  navy.  By  his  second  marriage  he 
had  two  children  that  attained  maturity:  Mary 
Y.  and  Hugh  De  Valin.  Our  subject  was  born 
January  6,  i860,  four  miles  south  of  Cambridge. 
At  the  age  of  eight  he  entered  the  public  schools 
of  Cambridge,  where  he  remained  a student  until 
nineteen.  He  then  began  to  read  law  with  S. 
T.  Milburn,  of  Cambridge,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1882.  Previous  to  this  he  had 
taught  school  and  afterward  he  continued  for  a 
time  in  the  same  occupation,  being  an  instructor 
in  the  Cambridge  Academy  until  the  spring  of 
1887.  Meantime  he  held  the  offices  of  examiner 
in  chancery  and  auditor  of  the  court.  I11  1887 
he  was  elected  state’s  attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  four 
years  was  renominated  by  his  party,  but  was  de- 
feated by  Phillips  Lee  Goldsborough  on  the 
fusion  ticket  by  twenty-three  votes.  Since  that 
time  he  has  not  been  a candidate  for  any  office, 
although  in  the  legislature  of  1896  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  which  was  in  the  minority,  gave 
him  a vote  of  fourteen  for  the  United  States 
senate.  In  1888  Mr.  Pattison  married  Lillian 
Stapleford,  and  they  have  a son,  John  R.,  Jr. 


EAPT.  JOHN  W.  SELBY  is  a retired  sea 
captain  and  a prominent  citizen  of  the  fourth 
district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  having 
made  his  home  in  Kent  Island  for  the  past  seven 
years.  His  has  been  a very  busy,  useful  and 
eventful  life  and  some  of  the  experiences  which 
have  come  to  him  in  the  pursuit  of  duty  were 
certainly  uncommon  and  thoroughly  interesting. 
From  his  twelfth  year  he  was  on  the  high  seas 
and  was  more  or  less  directly  concerned  with 
shipping  affairs  until  his  arrival  here.  He  built, 
was  master  of,  and  finally  sold  a great  many  ves- 
sels, and  has  made  several  fortunes  in  his  day. 

The  captain  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Md. , in  1837,  and  there  received  such  education 
as  he  needed,  chiefly  before  he  was  in  his  teens. 
His  father  and  grandfather  were  both  natives  of 
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Virginia  and  came  from  an  old  family  there, 
hailing  from  England  a few  generations  ago. 
Among  the  ships  commanded  and  owned  by  the 
captain  were  the  schooners  Sarah  Ellen,  S.  B. 
Nelson  and  the  Annie  Lloyd,  all  plying  between 
Snow  Hill  and  Baltimore,  and  among  those  he 
built  and  sailed  were  the  Eureka,  Annie,  Hattie 
Washington,  etc.,  and  these  he  disposed  of  by 
sale.  In  1867  he  retired  from  the  more  arduous 
duties  of  a captain,  and  settling  in  Sharptown, 
Md.,  engaged  in  ship  carpentering  until  1890. 
Since  then  he  has  lived  in  the  fourth  district  and 
has  conducted  a good  business  in  the  building 
and  contracting  line  and  has  run  a sawmill 
besides. 

Captain  Selby  was  first  married  in  Sharptown 
in  1858,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he  became 
acquainted  with  a Miss  Taylor,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  wedlock  in  1861.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them,  but  two  died  in  childhood.  Charles 
W.  is  a flourishing  merchant  of  this  island  and 
John  T.  is  engaged  in  business  in  Baltimore. 
Their  mother  was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond, 
and  some  years  later  the  captain  married  Mar- 
garet Burford.  Their  eldest  child,  Annie,  is  the 
wife  of  James  W.  Crouch,  and  the  others  are 
James  Gordon,  Hattie  Washington,  Mamie  Ellen 
and  Edna.  Fraternally  the  captain  is  a member 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  of  Kent 
Island.  Politically  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat. 


AMES  BENSON  was  for  man)"  years  prior 
to  his  death  a prominent  and  influential 
citizen  of  St.  Michael’s,  Talbot  County, 
where  his  life  began  July  18,  1818,  and  was 
brought  to  a close  August  23,  1890.  His  father, 
Charles  Benson,  who  was  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  this  county,  was  born  in 
1790,  and  devoted  his  entire  active  life  to  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  dying  in  1864.  The  lady  whom  he 
married,  Rachel,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Esgate,  was  a member  of  an  old  family  of 
this  section,  and  died  here  in  1842,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  When  very  young  she  became  a 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
of  that  denomination  remained  a faithful  member 
until  death. 

In  boyhood  our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  home  neighborhood.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the 
store,  but  the  next  year  he  went  to  Baltimore, 
where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  his  uncle, 
Robert  Benson,  in  the  shoe  business.  On  return- 
ing home  he  added  a shoe  department  to  his 
father’s  store  and  this  he  conducted  until  March, 
1841.  He  then  opened  a store  here  for  himself, 
and  was  succeeding  well  when,  in  1843,  he  lost 
his  entire  property  by  fire.  Again  he  started  in 
business  and  again  he  was  beginning  to  succeed, 
when  the  confinement  to  the  store  caused  the  loss 
of  his  health,  and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  another 
otcupation.  He  purchased'  a small  farm  called 
Elberton,  two  miles  from  St.  Michael’s,  where  in 
the  outdoor  exercise  afforded  by  agricultural  pur- 
suits he  soon  regained  his  strength.  To  the 
management  of  the  farm  he  added  the  business  of 
a general  agent  and  collector  in  the  village.  In 
1867  he  purchased  the  estate  known  as  Maiden 
Point,  and  there  resided  until  1875,  when  he  re- 
turned to  St.  Michael’s  and  gave  his  attention  to 
the  sale  of  fertilizers  and  to  the  insurance  busi- 
ness and  general  claims  collections,  in  which  he 
was  assisted  by  his  son,  Ottis  Harper. 

When  fourteen  years  old  our  subject  became 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
From  that  time  onward  he  endeavored  to  live  in 
accordance  with  its  doctrines,  and  his  entire  life 
was  that  of  an  exemplary  Christian  man.  The 
success  which  he  attained  and  the  happiness  he 
enjoyed  he  attributed  to  the  fact  that  he  early  in 
years  entered  upon  a Christian  life.  In  every 
position  that  he  occupied,  whether  as  citizen, 
official,  church  member,  husband  or  father,  he 
lived  in  such  a way  as  to  help  others  and  main- 
tain his  reputation  as  a man  of  integrity  and 
honor. 

For  the  years  1862-63  Mr.  Benson  was  collector 
of  state  and  county  taxes  in  Talbot  County,  and 
was  similarly  engaged  for  three  years  in  election 
districts  Nos.  3 and  5.  I11  the  Methodist  Epis- 

copal Church  he  filled  all  the  offices  and  was 
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largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  erection  of 
the  brick  edifice  which  is  an  ornament  to  the 
town.  I11  1841  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Harrison,  of  this  county, 
her  father  having  been  a large  ship-builder  of 
Baltimore.  Fourteen  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  but  only  four  are  living.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  February,  1861,  and  afterward 
our  subject  married  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of 
Perry  Benson,  of  Royal  Oak,  this  county.  She 
now  survives  him,  making  her  home  with  her 
son,  Ottis  Harper,  who  is  unmarried.  He  was 
born  July  4,  1866,  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  a business  college  of  Balti- 
more, and  after  the  completion  of  his  studies 
assisted  his  father  in  business  until  the  death  of 
the  latter,  since  which  time  he  has  managed  the 
estate.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a large  and 
well-equipped  music  store  in  St.  Michael’s,  and 
is  agent  for  many  of  the  standard  pianos  and 
organs  of  recognized  worth,  and  also  keeps  a full 
line  of  other  musical  instruments  and  supplies. 
He  is  agent  for  the  Montgomery  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  is  the  local  treasurer 
for  the  Baltimore  Building  and  Loan  Association. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  assistant  superintendent  in  the 
Sunday-school.  He  belongs  to  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  and  Granite  Lodge  No.  177, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  St.  Michael’s. 


ILLIAM  G.  QUIMBY,  a prosperous  farmer 
of  the  fourth  district  of  Talbot  County, 
resides  in  the  vicinity  of  Wye  Mills.  He 
is  a native  of  Delaware  and  is  of  the  third  success- 
ive generation  to  bear  this  Christian  name.  As  an 
agriculturist  he  has  met  with  gratifying  success, 
and  is  steadily  laying  up  a goodly  fortune  for  the 
enjoyment  of  his  later  years.  The  farm  called 
Willton,  which  he  rents,  is  a fine  tract  of  land, 
about  one  thousand  acres  in  extent,  and  all  but 
three  hundred  of  this  is  under  cultivation  this 
season.  An  average  crop  of  six  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat  and  three  thousand  baskets  of  peaches 


is  raised  here  annually,  and  the  farm  owned 
by  John  Coppage,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  is 
considered  one  of  the  very  best  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. 

William  Quimby,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Kent 
Count y and  in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  For  many  years  he  was  a very  successful 
teacher  of  music  in  the  Philadelphia  public  schools 
and  later  in  life  he  led  the  singing  in  the  church 
with  which  he  was  connected,  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal. At  one  time  he  was  also  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  and  resided  in  Chapel  about 
four  years.  He  was  appointed  to  a clerkship  in 
Annapolis  in  1872,  and  died  before  his  term  of 
office  had  expired.  He  was  a great  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  Democracy  and  was  a man  who  was 
esteemed  for  his  true  and  upright  character.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  union  being  with 
Mary  E.  Kennard,  whodiedin  1861.  Hisseeond 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Anne  Orrell,  and 
she  is  still  living.  The  seven  children  of  the 
first  marriage  are  as  follows:  William;  John,  of 

Queen  Anne’s  County;  Thomas,  whose  sketch 
may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Sarah 

A. ,  widow  of  George  H.  Tarbutton,  of  Skipton; 
James  and  Charles,  both  of  Queen  Anne’s  County; 
and  one  deceased. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  William  G.  Quimby 
is  February  14,  1845.  In  the  winter  seasons  he 
attended  the  local  district  schools  until  he  was 
about  twelve  years  old,  when  he  commenced  to 
give  his  father  all  of  his  time,  and  this  continued 
up  to  his  twenty-first  year.  He  then  started  out 
on  his  own  account,  and  has  certainly  succeeded 
much  better  than  might  have  been  expected 
under  the  circumstances.  He  early  learned  the 
hard  lessons  of  self  reliance,  perseverance  in 
whatever  he  undertook,  and  that  sturdy  applica- 
tion that  is  sure  to  win,  sooner  or  later.  He 
happily  possesses  good  ability  as  a financier  and 
business  man  and  usually  is  prospered  in  his 
ventures.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  aspired  to  official  distinction. 

January  10,  1872,  Mr.  Quimby  married  Ella 

B. ,  daughter  of  James  Tarbutton,  of  Skipton, 
but  she  was  not  long  permitted  to  share  his  joys 
and  sorrows,  as  death  claimed  her  in  May,  1874. 
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The  lady  who  now  bears  his  name  was  formerly 
Sarah  Smith,  whose  father,  William  C.  Smith,  is 
a native  of  Delaware.  By  this  marriage,  solemn- 
ized January  12,  1882,  there  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: Frank,  Alfred,  Parker,  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy. 


OSEPH  H.  RICHARDSON  is  one  of  the 
respected  citizens  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
his  home  having  been  for  the  past  thirteen 
years  upon  a farm  in  the  sixth  district.  Though 
this  place  is  a rented  one,  he  owns  a valuable 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  the 
sixth  district  in  partnership  with  his  brother. 
This  farm  is  popularly  known  as  the  Klund  farm 
and  is  rented  to  responsible  tenants.  Our  sub- 
ject has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  many  years,  and  has  held  about 
all  of  the  offices  connected  with  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Joseph  Richardson,  Sr. , was  a man  of  exemplary 
life  and  sterling  qualities.  An  earnest  Christian, 
he  carried  into  daily  practice  the  principles  his 
faith  professed,  and  everyone  who  came  within 
the  range  of  his  influence  was  involuntarily  up- 
lifted and  made  better.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  held  several 
offices  in  the  same.  As  a citizen,  neighbor  and 
friend,  as  a father,  husband,  son  and  brother,  he 
was  a model,  and  beloved  by  all  who  were  con- 
nected by  ties  of  kinship.  He  married  Mary 
Stevens,  of  Delaware,  and  twelve  children  came 
to  bless  their  union.  Of  this  large  number,  all 
but  two  have  passed  to  their  reward  in  the  land 
beyond  the  river.  Those  who  remain  are  Joseph 
H.  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  James  T.  Anthony, 
of  this  county.  The  father  was  summoned  to 
his  final  rest  in  1882,  his  wife  having  preceded 
him  to  the  spirit  world  some  nine  years. 

Born  near  the  village  of  Star,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  April  23,  1844,  the  first  recollections  of 
Joseph  H.  Richardson,  of  whom  we  write,  were 
connected  with  farm  life.  He  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  while  a mere  boy  was  of 


great  assistance  to  his  father  upon  the  farm.  He 
continued  to  reside  under  the  parental  roof  until 
1871,  when  he  set  out  to  make  his  own  inde- 
pendent way.  He  was  married  about  that  time 
to  Louisa  Legg,  who  died  in  the  year  1879. 
Later  he  choose  for  his  helpmate  and  compan- 
ion along  life’s  highway  Florence  McCloud, 
who  was  called  from  his  side  by  the  angel  of 
death  February  8,  1897,  leaving  three  daughters, 
Viola,  Inez  and  Agnes.  By  the  first  marriage 
were  born  three  children:  Mary,  Lillie  and  Ray- 
mond. 

— -4 — J < e — f— 

OHN  M.  PERRY  resides  at  Spring  Garden, 
the  old  homestead  that  has  been  in  the 
family  for  many  generations.  It  comprises 
three  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  third  district 
of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  is  devoted  to  gen- 
eral farming  purposes.  Here  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1885,  and  in  addition  to  managing 
the  place  he  is  interested  in  other  enterprises. 
He  deals  in  implements  and  owns  a threshing 
machine,  which  is  kept  busy  during  the  season. 

On  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  our  subject 
was  born  November  1,  1859.  The  family  is  the 
same  as  that  of  which  the  famous  Commodore 
Perry  was  a member,  and  it  has  had  representa- 
tives in  this  section  for  one  hundred  years.  John 
W.,  our  subject’s  father,  and  John,  his  grand- 
father, were  both  born  in  the  third  district  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  engaged  in  farm  pur- 
suits from  early  boyhood.  At  different  times 
John  W.  Perry  has  been  offered  political  positions, 
but  he  has  almost  invariably  declined,  though  at 
one  time  he  served  as  assessor.  He  married 
Emma  C.  Mackey,  of  Easton,  Talbot  County, 
who  died  in  1892.  He  is  still  living  and  is  now 
about  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  twelve  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living, 
namely:  Annie  E.,  wife  of  J.  Elliott,  of  German- 
town, Pa.;  Emma  J.,  Mrs.  John  R.  Cook,  of 
Centreville;  Lillie  A.,  who  married  Theodore 
Tolson,  of  Kent  Island;  John  M.;  Elva,  Ernest 
and  Rose. 

In  the  local  schools  our  subject  laid  the  founda- 


850 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


tion  of  his  education.  Afterwards  he  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  commercial  college  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  V.,  from  which  he  graduatad  in  1887.  On 
his  return  home  he  became  interested  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business,  and  this  he  has 
since  conducted.  January  7,  1883,  he  married 
Miss  Addie  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
Wilkinson,  represented  on  another  page.  She 
died  March  23,  1895,  leaving  six  children:  Ella, 
Emma,  Bessie,  John,  Fannie  and  Isabel.  The 
second  marriage  of  our  subject,  February  18, 
1897,  united  him  with  Emily  Josephine  Staple- 
ford,  of  Cambridge,  member  of  an  old  family  that 
was  connected  with  the  Pattisons.  Politically 
Mr.  Perry  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  and  has 
been  chosen  as  delegate  to  state  conventions  of 
the  party. 


OHN  O.  MILLS  has  been  a life-long  resi- 
dent of  Straits  district,  Dorchester  County, 
as  were  several  generations  of  his  family 
before  him.  Following  in  their  footsteps  in  the 
matter  of  occupation,  he  is  interested  in  the  oyster 
trade,  and  operates  several  boats.  He  has  done 
quite  an  extensive  business  for  the  past  seventeen 
years,  and  has,  moreover,  carried  on  general 
merchandising  for  a part  of  this  time.  He  is 
upright  and  trustworthy  in  his  financial  methods, 
and  has  won  the  respect  and  high  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  ever  had  any  dealings.  His 
residence  is  in  the  town  of  Bishop’s  Head,  and  in 
everything  which  promises  to  accrue  to  the 
betterment  of  the  place  he  takes  a leading  part. 

The  father  of  the  above,  William  R.  Mills,  was 
born  and  reared  in  this  vicinity,  and  in  addition 
to  being  an  oysterman  was  somewhat  concerned 
in  agriculture.  He  was  fairly  successful  from  a 
financial  point  of  view,  and  was  a most  worthy 
Christian  character.  For  years  he  held  member- 
ship with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  a class-leader  and  exhorter,  and  also  served 
as  a local  preacher  on  many  occasions.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  affiliated  with  the  Democracy,  but 
was  not  very  active  in  that  direction,  merely 
doing  his  duty  as  a voter.  He  died  March  2, 


1895,  when  in  his  seventy-third  year.  To  him- 
self and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca 
Dean,  several  children  were  born.  Two  of  the 
number  are  deceased,  and  those  living  are: 
Robert  P.,  Malachi,  John  O.,  William  A.,  Ange- 
line  and  Susan  R.  The  mother  is  now  living 
upon  the  old  homestend. 

John  O.  Mills  was  born  in  this  district  in  1855, 
was  educated  in  our  public  schools  and  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  best  interests  of  this 
community.  He  favors  the  platform  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  has  never  been  desirous  of 
holding  official  positions.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Heptasophs,  and  has  been  an  officer  in  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics. 
In  addition  to  belonging  to  the  societies  already 
mentioned  he  is  connected  with  the  Honga  Tribe 
of  Red  Men.  Religiously  he  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  ad- 
heres to  his  early  teaching,  being  a valued  mem- 
ber of  the  local  congregation,  as  are  also  his  wife 
and  children.  In  1883  Mr.  Mills  married  Jennie, 
daughter  of  Z.  F.  and  Martha  J.  (Bramble) 
Jones,  well-known  citizens  of  Bishop’s  Head. 
Five  sons  and  daughters  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife. 


HON.  THOMAS  R.  GREEN,  sheriff  of 
Caroline  County,  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  December  18,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jonathan  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Reed)  Green,  also 
natives  of  that  county.  He  was  a child  of  two 
years  when  his  father  died,  and  six  years  later 
he  was  orphaned  by  his  mother’s  death.  The 
family  of  which  he  was  a member  consisted  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  youngest. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  our  subject 
made  his  home  with  his  brother,  James,  who  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  the  Maryland  legislature. 
He  attended  the  country  schools  and  the  academy 
at  Newark,  Del.  Afterward  he  was  employed  in 
a store  at  Marydell,  Caroline  County,  that  was 
owned  by  his  brother,  James.  When  he  was 
twenty-two  he  and  his  brother  embarked  in  the 
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phosphate  business,  and  continued  in  it  until 
Thomas  R.  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1887. 
As  a legislator  he  rendered  efficient  service  on  the 
labor  committee  and  the  committee  on  public 
buildings.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  of  sheriff.  He  is  a firm  advocate  of 
Republican  principles,  and  has  been  elected  to  the 
various  positions  he  has  held  upon  the  regular 
party  ticket. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Green,  which  took  place 
in  1884,  united  with  him  Miss  Annie  Smith, 
of  Denton,  daughter  of  James  N.  Smith,  who 
was  a merchant  here  for  many  years.  She 
is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  relig- 
ious belief  and  in  that  faith  is  rearing  her  chil- 
dren: Elsie,  Woodall  and  Thomas.  Aside  from 
his  connection  with  the  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  Mr.  Green  is  not  associated 
with  any  fraternal  organizations.  As  a public 
official  he  is  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  duty, 
possessing  the  determined  will  and  firmness  of 
character  that  especially  fit  him  for  the  position 
of  sheriff  which  he  holds. 


OBERT  DINES  BRADLEY,  inventor  and 
constructing  engineer  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Caroline  County,  has  at- 
tained more  than  local  fame  through  his  success 
as  an  inventor,  and  is  accorded  a high  position  in 
the  scientific  world.  He  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
through  his  mother  traces  his  lineage  to  a French 
ancestor,  who  was  the  sole  representative  of  his 
family  to  make  settlement  in  America.  Born  in 
Federalsburg,  this  county,  in  1842,  he  is  a son  of 
John  and  Chloe  A.  (Dines)  Bradley.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Dorchester  County,  engaged  in 
carpentering  throughout  his  active  life,  and  was 
known  as  an  expert  cabinet  maker.  In  his  fam- 
ily there  were  the  following-named  children: 
Sarah,  wife  of  J.  F.  Hurley,  of  Linchester;  John 
W.,  P.  M.,  also  a resident  of  Linchester;  Hon. 
William  S.,  whose  home  is  in  Hurlock,  Dorches- 
ter County;  Robert  Dines;  Rowena  V.,  who  mar- 
ried S.  B.  Le  Count,  of  Vienna;  and  Walter  M. 

36 


The  foundation  of  his  education  our  subject 
laid  in  the  schools  of  Caroline  County.  But  his 
studies  did  not  cease  when  he  left  the  school  room. 
On  the  contrary  he  has  been  a life-long  student, 
and  as  a result  of  his  investigations  he  has  in- 
vented a number  of  useful  things.  In  hydraulics, 
electricity  and  gas  he  has  been  especially  interest- 
ed, and  the  perfection  of  the  latter  idea  has  been 
perhaps  the  crowning  consummation  of  his  gen- 
ius. By  a “cold  process”  he  has  developed  from 
an  oil  of  great  commercial  cheapness  a system 
which  is  extraordinarily  safe  and  economic,  and 
for  which  he  has  obtained  patents.  It  is  pro- 
nounced by  illuminating  experts  capable  of  revo- 
lutionizing our  modern  system  of  lighting.  The 
flame  is  bright,  clear  and  pure,  and  through  the 
medium  of  an  incandescent  burner  is  second  only 
to  sunlight.  The  inventor  may  be  justly  proud 
of  this  last  creation  of  his  productive  brain. 

A many-sided  man  from  whatever  point  of 
vision  viewed,  Mr.  Bradley  is  well  balanced  and 
liberal.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican  in 
national  issues  and  is  an  eloquent  pleader,  using 
his  talents  generously  on  behalf  of  pure,  unselfish 
patriotism.  From  principle  he  has  always  de- 
clined to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a candi- 
date for  official  recognition  in  any  elective  posi- 
tion, though  he  has  frequently  been  urged  to 
accept  positions  of  responsiblity  and  trust.  He 
deeply  deplores  the  corruption  and  sham  patriot- 
ism that  prevail  in  our  loved  country  to-day  in 
the  great  political  bodies,  and  feels  that  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  our  goverfiment,  that  “all 
men  are  born  free  and  equal,”  is  almost,  if  not 
quite,  ignored.  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  war,  Governor  Hicks  commissioned  Mr. 
Bradley  first  lieutenant  in  the  state  militia,  and 
later  he  served  with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1882, 
congress  having  passed  a law  establishing  a for- 
eign steam  inspection  service,  Mr.  Bradley  was 
appointed  by  Secretary  Folger  to  inaugurate  the 
same  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  and  continued  in 
the  office  until  the  change  of  administration. 

In  Caroline  County  Mr.  Bradley  married  Mary 
C.  Noble,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  four  daughters,  all  refined  and 
cultured,  true  exponentsof  their  parent  stock.  Mr. 
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Bradley  is  still  in  the  prime  of  his  strength,  and 
gives  promise  of  a long  life,  which,  as  heretofore, 
he  intends  to  devote  to  the  service  of  mankind. 

1 1 is  laboratory  has  claimed  the  greater  portion  of 
his  time  for  years,  and  he  hopes  to  make  yet  fur- 
ther valuable  and  useful  inventions,  appliances 
and  discoveries  which  will  assist  in  the  progress 
and  uplifting  of  his  fellow-men  and  be  of  univer- 
sal benefit.  His  talents  have  drawn  to  him  many 
friends,  contradicting  for  once  at  least  that  “a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country  and  in  his  own  house.”  As  in  the  field 
of  science  he  has  sought  to  harness  and  direct 
God's  great  material  forces,  so  in  theology  he 
ever  looks  for  God’s  great  and  eternal  truths  and 
avoids  following  in  the  wake  of  some  petty  fossil- 
ized theologian’s  worn-out  ideas.  To  him  God’s 
truth,  God’s  creation  and  God’s  providence,  like 
the  Divine  nature,  the  eternal  spring  from  which 
they  flow,  are  always  large.  To  his  manner  of 
thinking,  nature  is  not  too  large  a yardstick  by 
which  to  measure  God’s  love  and  purposes;  while 
in  the  Gospel  writings  he  plants  his  faith  like  a 
rock  upon  what  the  Son  of  Man  was  pleased  to 
call  “these  sayings  of  mine.” 


NON.  GEORGE  M.  VANSANT,  whose 
pleasant  home  is  situated  in  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  has 
represented  this  locality  in  the  state  legislature. 
He  was  elected  in  1895  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
to  that  honorable  body,  and  made  a creditable 
record  for  himself  and  party.  In  his  early  prime, 
he  is  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  all  his  ideas  and 
undertakings,  and  brings  into  action  unusual 
executive  ability  and  fixedness  of  purpose  when- 
ever he  starts  in  any  venture. 

Our  subject  is  a son  of  Joshua  L.  Vansant,  a 
native  of  Queen  Anne’s  County.  George  M.  is 
one  of  their  four  children,  who  were  as  follows,  in 
order  of  birth:  George  M. ; Cornelia,  deceased; 
Sadie  E.  and  J.  Frank.  George  M.  was  born  in 
the  first  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  July  1, 
1862,  and  passed  the  following  ten  years  of  liis 


life  under  the  parental  roof.  Then  death  deprived 
him  of  a mother’s  love  and  a father’s  protecting 
care,  for  they  both  died  in  one  year,  and  the  boy 
was  left  alone  to  struggle  along  as  best  he  could. 
His  grandparents  took  him  to  live  with  them, 
but  thej^  could  not  make  up  for  his  great  loss, 
try  as  they  would.  He  dwelt  with  them  scarcely 
four  years,  when  he  set  forth  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  found  employment  with 
neighbors  in  their  farm  work.  His  education 
consequently  was  much  interrupted  and  frag- 
mentary, but  he  was  naturally  gifted,  and  having 
a strong  desire  for  knowledge,  he  made  the  best 
of  every  opportunity,  and  by  private  study  and 
reading  became  well  informed. 

When  he  was  only  eighteen  years  old  Mr.  Van- 
sant passed  the  required  examinations  and  ob- 
tained a teacher’s  certificate.  After  teaching  a 
term  or  so  with  fair  success,  he  went  to  Easton 
and  clerked  in  a store  for  a time.  For  two  years 
he  was  a student  in  Washington  College,  at  Ches- 
tertown,  and  subsequently  he  taught  a graded 
school  for  five  years  with  excellent  success. 

Mr.  Vansant  bought  a valuable  homestead  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  the  second  dis- 
trict, a few  years  ago  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  its  management.  He  was  married  in 
1888,  Miss  Julia  A.  McGinnis  being  the  lady  of  his 
choice.  Three  children  brighten  the  home  by 
their  presence,  and  are  named  respectively:  Mary 
J.,  Edith  A.  and  Ethel  G. 


n AMES  W.  URIE,  M.  D.,  has  engaged  in 
I the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Still  Pond,  in 
( 2 / the  second  district  of  Kent  County,  for  a 
number  of  years  and  has  met  with  success,  hav- 
ing gained  a large  and  valuable  patronage  among 
the  people  of  this  locality.  He  is  an  exponent  of 
the  system  of  homeopathy,  in  the  superiority  of 
which  he  emphatically  believes.  In  addition  to 
his  general  practice  he  has  held  the  position  of 
health  officer  for  the  county  since  1895. 

At  Goose  Hill,  this  county,  Dr.  Urie  was  born 
in  1863.  He  is  a descendant  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
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the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country  being  John 
Urie,  a native  of  Scotland,  who  settled  in  Mary- 
land the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and 
followed  the  cooper’s  trade.  His  descendants 
mostly  followed  farm  pursuits.  However,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  James  Urie,  engaged  in 
the  general  mercantile  business,  being  the  first 
merchant  at  Still  Pond,  but  later  he  removed  to 
the  central  part  of  the  county  and  became  the 
founder  of  what  is  now  known  as  Urieville.  He 
was  a man  of  considerable  local  prominence,  a 
leader  in  public  affairs  and  for  many  years  held 
the  position  of  judge  of  the  orphans’  court. 

James  Urie,  the  doctor’s  father,  was  born  at 
Urieville,  and  from  there  removed  to  Goose  Hill 
with  his  father.  He  established  the  first  nursery 
in  Kent  County,  and  this  he  carried  on  for  many 
years.  In  addition  to  its  management,  he  super- 
intended his  large  farm.  When  a young  man  he 
advocated  Whig  principles,  but  later  he  became 
a Democrat,  and  from  that  time  onward  he  sup- 
ported the  policy  of  that  party.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1866.  By  his  marriage  to  Mary  E. 
Kendall,  he  had  five  children,  namely:  Mollie, 
widow  of  E.  L-  McGinnis;  John  D.;  Helen  E., 
wife  of  J.  Hammond,  of  Florida;  James  W.,  and 
Frank  H.,  who  resides  in  Florida. 

When  only  one  year  of  age  our  subject  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  the  knowledge  there  obtained  was  supple- 
mented by  a course  of  study  in  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College  of  Virginia  and  Washing- 
ton College.  With  a view  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine he  entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
taking  the  complete  course  of  lectures  and  grad- 
uating in  1886.  Immediately  afterward  he  opened 
an  office  at  Still  Pond  and  here  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  attention  to  professional  duties.  He 
does  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  is 
pronounced  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party. 

All  matters  pertaining  to  his  profession  enlist 
the  interest  and  co-operation  of  Dr.  Urie.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Maryland  Homeopathic  Medical  So- 
ciety, also  similar  associations  in  Delaware  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  one  time  was  second  vice- 


president of  the  Maryland  Society.  In  fraternal 
relations  he  is  connected  with  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  His 
sympathy  is  given  to  all  enterprises  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  and  the  advancement  of 
the  people,  and  so  far  as  possible  he  aids  these 
projects  with  his  time  and  means. 


DGAR  A.  P.  JONES,  M.  D.,  a rising  young 
physician  of  Dorchester  County,  has  been 
_ located  in  the  village  of  Crapo,  Lake  dis- 
trict, for  the  past  four  years  and  is  succeeding  in 
building  up  a remunerative  practice.  He  is 
thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times  in  everything 
relating  to  his  chosen  field  of  labor,  and  is  an 
earnest  student  of  modern  discoveries  and  meth- 
ods in  the  treatment  of  the  “ills  that  flesh  is  heir 
to.’’  Though  he  is  enthusiastic  in  his  endorse- 
ment of  certain  well  tested,  though  recent,  meth- 
ods he  is  yet  conservative  enough  to  adhere  to 
most  of  the  true  and  tried  remedies  of  the  past — 
those  known  to  be  without  doubt  thoroughly 
efficacious. 

The  father  of  the  doctor  is  likewise  a medical 
practitioner,  Dr.  Elias  Jones  by  name,  now  of 
Baltimore.  He  was  born  in  Caroline  County, 
Md.,  and  spent  his  youth  in  Federalsburg.  His 
higher  education  was  obtained  in  the  University 
of  Maryland  and  for  twenty  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  medical  profession  in  Lake 
district,  Dorchester  County,  and  also  in  the  ad- 
joining district,  Strait.  He  was  well  and  favora- 
bly esteemed,  not  only  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county,  but  in  remoter  portions  of  the  same, 
and  was  quite  a leader  in  the  Republican  party. 
In  1890  he  removed  to  Baltimore,  having  been 
appointed  store-keeper  in  the  United  States  cus- 
tom-house, and  this  responsible  place  he  still 
holds.  He  is  the  president  of  the  proposed  Cam- 
bridge & Chesapeake  Railroad,  to  run  through 
the  lower  part  of  this  county.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Nichols  in  her  girlhood,  and  was  brought  up 
in  Caroline  County.  They  have  had  six  children; 
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Dr.  A.  C.,  now  deceased;  Harvey,  a druggist 
of  Wingate,  Dorchester  County;  E.  A.  P.;  and 
three  daughters.  The  Jones  family  is  of  English 
descent,  and  has  been  represented  for  several 
generations  in  this  state.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  E.  Jones,  of  Caroline  County. 
He  was  a sailor  and  made  his  home  and  head- 
quarters in  his  native  county  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  later  settling  here. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Edgar  A.  P.  Jones  took  place 
in  Caroline  County  in  1872,  and  as  he  was  but 
three  years  old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to 
this  county  he  is  practically  one  of  its  sons.  His 
elementary  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools,  and  later  he  entered  the  Baltimore  City 
College.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College  in  1893,  and  returned  to  Lake 
district  immediately,  taking  charge  of  the  practice 
of  his  brother  A.  C.  in  Crapo,  owing  to  the  latter's 
serious  illness.  Subsequently  he  succeeded  to 
the  work  and  office  of  his  senior,  and  is  doing 
very  well.  He  is  a member  of  the  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  and  socially  is 
identified  with  the  Heptasophs.  Following  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 


OHN  C.  JONES  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing in  the  third  district  of  Kent  County.  A 
native  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  he  was  born  in 
Caroline  County  in  1844,  and  is  a son  of  Richard 
and  Elizabeth  Jones.  He  is  of  English  descent, 
his  grandfather,  William  Jones,  having  come  to 
Maryland  from  England  and  made  settlement  in 
Caroline  County.  Little  is  known  concerning  his 
life  except  that  he  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
devoted  his  active  life  to  the  improvement  of  a 
homestead.  Upon  this  property,  which  was  sit- 
uated near  Henderson,  his  son,  Richard  Jones, 
engaged  in  general  farming.  He  was  prospered 
in  his  undertakings  and  became  the  owner  of 
large  tracts  of  land  and  many  slaves.  By  his 
marriage  he  became  the  father  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, but  five  are  deceased.  Those  who  survive 
are  Marcellus,  Samuel  T.,  Sarah  Amanda,  Elea- 


nor, John  C.,  Florence,  A.  W.  and  George  M. 
F.  In  politics  a Democrat,  the  father  was  for 
years  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  his  party,  but 
never  aspired  to  office  for  himself,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  private  business  affairs. 
He  passed  away  in  1879,  when  seventy-three 
years  of  age. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were 
passed  in  Caroline  County,  where  he  obtained  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  thinking  that  the  west  might  afford  better 
opportunity  than  his  home  neighborhood,  he  went 
to  Indiana,  but  three  years  of  life  there  were 
sufficient  to  satisfy  him  that  there  is  no  place  like 
old  Maryland.  He  returned  to  Caroline  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years.  In 
1876  he  came  to  Kent  County  and  settled  in 
Galena,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for 
three  years.  For  a similar  period  he  carried  on 
a mercantile  business  in  Baltimore.  In  1885  he 
settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and  to 
the  cultivation  of  which  his  attention  is  given. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  not  active  in 
the  party. 

In  1878  Mr.  Jones  and  Sallie  C.  Rouse  were 
united  in  marriage.  Five  children  came  to  bless 
their  union,  namely:  Caddie,  Elmer,  Daisy, 

Charles  and  Annie.  By  the  first  marriage  of 
our  subject,  which  united  him  with  Mary  E. 
Hynson,  he  had  three  children:  Minnie,  wife  of 
Samuel  Mann;  William,  who  resides  in  Omaha, 
Neb. ; and  Mamie,  whose  home  is  in  Baltimore. 
The  family  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  and  contribute  to  its  support. 


ENJAMIN  J.  LINTHICUM  is  one  of  the 
most  energetic  business  men  of  Church 
Creek,  Dorchester  County,  and  though  yet 
a man  young  in  years,  is  wealthy  and  influential 
in  this  community.  He  is  interested  in  a great 
many  enterprises,  but  is  chiefly  concerned  in 
farming,  lumbering  and  shipbuilding.  He  owns 
large  tracts  of  forest  and  farm  land,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  three  thousand  acres.  For  twenty 
years  he  carried  on  a general  store  here,  only 
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selling  it  out  in  1896  that  he  might  attend  more 
thoroughly  to  his  many  and  varied  investments. 
The  paternal  ancestor  of  the  subject  was  a na- 
tive of  Wales,  and  came  to  America  about  1643, 
settling  in  Anne  Arundel  County.  The  great- 
grandfather of  the  subject,  Richard  Linthicum, 
removed  from  Anne  Arundel  County  to  Dorches- 
ter County  in  1775.  The  grandfather  of  the 
subject,  also  Richard  Linthicum,  was  born  in  Dor- 
chester County,  May  12,  1780.  He  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  building  and  management  of  his 
vessels,  which  were  engaged  in  foreign  and  do- 
mestic trade. 

Josiah,  father  of  B.  J.  Linthicum,  was  born  in 
this  locality,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
in  connection  with  merchandising  at  Church 
Creek  for  a number  of  years.  He  became  very 
well-to-do,  and  was  a life-long  resident  of  this  im- 
mediate vicinity.  He  transacted  an  immense  busi- 
ness in  lumber,  and  never  found  time  in  his  busy 
career  to  be  much  of  a politician  or  officeseeker,  but 
used  his  franchise  in  behalf  of  the  nominees  of 
the  Democracy.  His  death  occurred  in  1895, 
when  he  was  in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Dixon  in  her  girlhood,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children. 

The  date  of  our  subject’s  birth  is  March  18, 
1856.  This  event  took  place  in  the  old  home 
on  the  farm  near  Church  Creek,  and  in  that 
neighborhood  he  passed  his  happy  childhood. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  here  and  in  New 
York  and  the  Dover  Academy,  of  Dover,  Del. 
Returning  home,  he  purchased  the  general  store 
at  Church  Creek  two  years  later  and  operated  the 
same  until  1896,  a period  of  twenty-one  years. 
During  this  time  he  developed  the  excellent  busi- 
ness talents  for  which  he  is  noted,  and  learned  by 
practical  experience  many  of  the  lessons  of  finan- 
ciering which  are  essential  to  pronounced  suc- 
cess. In  1892  he  started  a sawmill  of  his  own, 
has  dealt  especially  in  ship-lumber,  and  has  also 
done  some  building  of  vessels  upon  his  own  ac- 
count. He  is  an  ally  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  nominated  in  the  fall  of  1897  as  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party  to  represent  the 
county  in  the  state  legislature,  to  which  position 
he  was  elected  by  a large  majority. 


In  1890  Mr.  Linthicum  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Greene,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  M.  Greene, 
of  Virginia,  and  four  children  have  come  to 
cheer  their  hearts  and  home.  Their  names, 
in  order  of  birth,  are  as  follows:  Charles,  Josiah, 
William  and  Henry.  They  are  all  bright,  active 
boys,  of  whom  any  parent  might  justly  be  proud, 
and  will  undoubtedly  make  their  mark  in  the 
world  if  they  live  to  mature  years.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  though 
Mrs.  Linthicum  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomination  her 
father  is  a minister. 
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BRAHAM  R.  WRIGHT,  of  Denton,  was 
born  near  Hurlock,  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
May  27,  1845.  His  father,  K.  A.,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  born  in  1797,  and 
throughout  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Upon  his  plantation  were  many  slaves,  and  he, 
not  being  allowed  by  the  law  to  free  them,  but 
wishing  to  give  them  their  liberty,  gave  them 
money  to  pay  their  expenses  to  the  north.  For 
nearly  forty  years  he  was  a local  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  work  of 
that  denomination  was  ever  dear  to  him.  His 
death  occurred  in  Dorchester  County  in  1884. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sella  Lewis,  was  born 
in  Dorchester  County,  of  which  her  father,  Abra- 
ham Lewis,  was  a native.  Like  her  husband  she 
worshipped  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  fourteen  children,  and  two 
of  his  brothers  and  several  sisters  are  residents  of 
the  Eastern  Shore.  The  boyhood  of  Abraham 
R.  Wright  was  spent  on  the  home  farm.  After 
attending  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College 
of  Baltimore  for  a time  he  taught  school,  devot- 
ing two  years  to  this  occupation.  Sixteen  years 
were  spent  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Caroline 
County,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
tobacco  business  in  Baltimore  for  two  years.  In 
1885  he  came  to  Denton,  where  he  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  business.  Financial 
prosperity  has  come  to  him,  though  he  began 
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without  capital.  He  now  owns  a fine  farm  near 
Denton  and  is  a director  in  the  Denton  National 
Bank.  Some  years  ago  he  was  nominated  on  the 
Republican  ticket  for  register  of  wills,  but  was 
defeated  by  one  vote.  I11  harmony  with  the 
religious  belief  of  the  majority  of  his  kinspeople 
he  is  a Methodist.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
church  work  and  is  a steward  of  the  congregation 
and  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Fraternally 
he  is  a blue-lodge  Mason  and  at  one  time  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  lodge. 

In  1869  Mr.  Wright  married  S.  A.  Hitch, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Elijah  Hitch,  a Methodist 
minister  residing  near  Laurel,  Del.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  but  one  child,  a 
son,  died  when  ten  months  old.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Anna  O.,  is  a graduate  of  the  Luther- 
ville Female  Seminary  and  has  taught  success- 
fully in  St.  Mary  College,  in  St.  Mary  County. 
Martha  Maude  studied  in  the  conservatory  of 
music  in  Philadelphia,  graduating  with  high 
honors  and  undoubtedly  possesses  great  talent. 
V.  Grace,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  attending 
school. 


LBERT  T.  LA  VALLETTE,  Jr.  There  are 
few  of  the  leading  dealers  in  sea  food 
throughout  our  country  to  whom  the  name 
of  Mr.  La  Vallette  is  not  familiar.  Since  estab- 
lishing himself  in  business  he  has  built  up  a wide 
reputation  in  his  special  line,  and  has  become 
famous  as  an  epicure,  and  is  familiarly  known  as 
the  “king  terrapin”  dealer  of  the  world,  for 
many  seasons  controlling  the  output  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  its  tributaries.  Recently  he  built 
a beautiful  villa,  called  Ruth-Elie  (named  for 
two  of  his  children),  outside  of  Crisfield  and  over- 
looking Tangier  Sound,  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  water  and  by  the  various  appurtenances  that 
enable  him  to  conduct  his  business  with  system 
and  dispatch.  Here  the  genuine  diamond  backs 
are  hatched  and  grown.  Adjacent  is  a large 
oyster-planting  ground,  also  a factory  where  hard 
crab  meat  is  canned  and  hermetically  sealed, 
and  also  an  artificial  harbor,  where  the  buster  or 


sliedder  crab  is  transformed  into  the  soft-shell. 
Shipments  are  made  from  this  point  to  almost  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Houses  as  famous  as  Del- 
monico’s  and  the  principal  club  houses  through- 
out the  world  invariably  order  their  sea  food 
from  Mr.  La  Vallette,  and  he  also  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  furnishing  the  terrapin  for  the  ban- 
quet given  His  Eminence  Li -Hung- Chang,  the 
celebrated  Chinese  dignitarjq  when  in  New  York 
on  his  tour  around  the  world. 

The  La  Vallette  family  is  one  that  is  honorably 
known  in  American  and  French  history.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Rear-Admiral  Elie 
A.  T.  La  Vallette,  was  born  May  3,  1790,  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  so  prolific  of  great  men.  La 
Vallette,  at  the  tender  age  of  ten  years,  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  in  the  frigate  Philadelphia-, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Stephen  Ducator,  a name 
ever  to  be  held  in  greatful  remembrance,  to  make 
reprisals  on  the  French  commerce.  Under  this 
intrepid  leader  he  learned  many  lessons  of 
bravery.  In  1810  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
a ship.  In  1812  he  was  appointed  an  acting 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy.  During 
the  war  with  England  he  was  conspicuous  for  his 
daring  bravery.  On  September  n,  1814,  the 
memorable  engagement  between  the  British  and 
American  fleets  took  place,  La  Vallette,  who 
was  the  only  lieutenant  on  board  the  flagship 
Saratoga,  surviving  the  action.  It  was  calm 
during  this  engagement  and  most  of  the  Ameri- 
can fleet  was  at  anchor,  and  at  one  moment  the 
contest  had  narrowed  down  to  the  flagships 
Saratoga  and  Eagle,  against  the  Confiance  and 
the  Linnet.  The  Linnet,  at  the  head  of  the 
enemy’s  line,  had  secured  an  admirable  position 
and  was  gallantly  sustaining  the  honor  of  her  flag 
against  the  fire  of  the  Eagle.  The  British  gun- 
boat, with  a gallantry  bordering  on  desperation, 
struggled  for  the  command  of  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  line. 

The  Eagle  soon  after  lost  her  springs  and  was 
prevented  from  bringing  her  unused  battery  to  bear 
when  her  commander  cut  his  cable,  sheeted  home 
his  tops  sails,  cast  the  brig,  and  running  down 
behind  the  Saratoga,  anchored  by  the  stern, 
where,  from  his  larboard  guns,  he  opened  afresh. 
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In  the  meantime  the  entire  starboard  battery 
of  the  Saratoga  had  become  disabled  by  the 
enemy’s  shot  and  she  was  left  in  the  midst  of  her 
opponents  without  the  use  of  a single  available 
gun.  At  this  moment  the  admirable  seamanship  of 
MacDonough  was  displayed  in  all  its  brilliancy  to 
bring  around  her  fresh,  uninjured,  larboard  bat- 
tery to  bear  on  the  enemy.  This  was  accom- 
plished with  the  most  satisfactory  success,  not- 
withstanding the  heavy  raking  fire  which  was 
thrown  by  the  Linnet. 

Commodore  MacDonough  says,  “La  Vallette, 
who  took  command  of  the  two  remaining  divi- 
sions of  guns,  opened  an  exceedingly  effective 
fire  on  the  Confiance,  commencing  with  the  after- 
most gun  and  continuing  it  as  fast  as  the  battery 
could  be  brought  to  bear,  and,  having  struggled 
manfully  against  the  effective  fire  from  the  Ameri- 
can flagship,  she  struck  her  colors,  after  a con- 
test of  about  two  hours  and  a-quarter.  Immedi- 
ately afterwards  the  Saratoga’s  broadside  was 
swung  to  bear  on  the  Linnet,  and  within  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  surrender  of  the  Confiance  she, 
too,  struck  her  colors.  The  triumph  was  com- 
plete, unequivocal,  undeniable.  La  Vallette  had 
taken  possession  of  the  Confiance  and  the  Linnet, 
and  the  former  commanders  of  the  prizes  were 
approaching  to  make  a formal  surrender  of  their 
swords  to  the  victorious  chief.  They  came  under 
convoy  guard  directly  from  the  flagship  Confiance, 
and  their  reception  by  MacDonough,  consider- 
ing the  time,  place,  circumstances,  manner  and 
sentiments  expressed,  was  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful exhibitions  of  moral  sublimity  ever  witnessed. 
As  they  stepped  upon  the  deck  of  the  Saratoga 
they  met  Commodore  MacDonough,  who  kindly 
bowed  to  them,  while  they,  holding  their  caps  in 
their  left  hands  and  their  swords  by  the  blades 
in  their  right,  advanced  toward  him,  and  bowing, 
presented  their  weapons.  The  commodore  bowed 
and  said:  “ Gentlemen,  return  your  swords  into 
their  scabbards,  and  wear  them;  you  are  worthy 
of  them;’’  and  having  obeyed  the  order,  arm  in 
arm,  with  their  swords  by  their  sides,  they 
walked  the  deck  of  the  conqueror.  After  La  Val- 
lette had  recovered  from  a splinter-wound  in  the 
groin,  he  joined  the  illustrious  commodore  and 
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shared  with  this  gallant  officer  the  triumphal 
ovations  of  a generous  and  grateful  people. 

The  state  of  Virginia,  quick  to  recognize  the 
valor  and  bravery  of  her  son,  promptly  voted 
him  a gold  sword,  an  elaborate  and  costly  piece 
of  workmanship,  and  Congress  presented  him  a 
splendid  medal  as  a testimonial  of  the  high 
appreciation  entertained  for  his  noble  and  heroic 
conduct  in  aiding  to  secure  for  our  flag  that 
glorious  and  significant  naval  victory.  He  was 
the  first  civil  and  military  governor  on  the  Pacific 
coast  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  was 
commissioned  rear  admiral  by  President  Lin- 
coln, and  placed  on  the  retired  list  in  1863. 

Admiral  La  Vallette  was  not  only  born  great, 
but  that  he  achieved  greatness  is  well  attested  by 
the  following:  Nearly  four  hundred  years  ago 

his  ancestors  were  distinguished.  Among  them 
history  conspicuously  mentions  Broil  de  foix 
La  Vallette,  duke  of  Espernon  and  colonel-gen- 
eral of  France,  and  Jean  Louis  De  La  Vallette, 
the  famous  grand  master  of  the  Knights  Hospi- 
tallers of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  whose  exploits 
against  the  Turks  in  1565  rendered  his  name  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  of  that  century. 

In  1764  the  admiral’s  grandfather, Elie  A.  T.  La 
Vallette,  held  the  position  of  register  of  the  pre- 
rogative office  of  the  province  of  Maryland.  Dur- 
ing that  year  he  published,  at  Annapolis,  a quaint 
volume  entitled  “A  Treatise  of  the  Deputy  Com- 
missary’s Guide  for  Executors,  Administrators 
and  Guardians,”  which  he  dedicated  to  His 
Excellency,  Robert  Eden,  governor  of  the  prov- 
ince. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  in  1829,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  was  made  a lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  war. 
He  died  in  1894,  in  Florida,  where  he  had  gone 
for  his  health.  He  was  prominent  in  Philadel- 
phia as  a real-estate  speculator  and  was  the 
promoter  of  La  Vallette  City,  N.  J.,  which  place 
was  named  in  compliment  to  the  admiral. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Burlington,  N.  J.,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1864,  and  spent  most  of  his  boyhood 
days  in  Philadelphia,  receiving  his  education  at 
the  State  College  of  Pennsylvania.  Like  the 
rest  of  the  family,  having  a predilection  for  the 
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sea,  lie  applied  for  and  was  granted  a pilot’s 
license  when  he  became  of  age.  He  went  to 
Crisfield  in  1887,  and  embarked  in  a new  industry, 
the  terrapin  and  crab  business,  of  which  he  has 
since  made  such  a remarkable  success,  and  to 
whom  is  due  the  credit  of  having  made  the  crab 
business  a vast  industry  in  the  state  of  Maryland, 
and  a revenue  earner  for  her  people.  He  is  a ge- 
nial, whole-souled  man,  and  has  a host  of  warm 
friends  everywhere.  He  married  Amy  K.  Rick- 
etts, of  London,  England,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Elie  A.  T.  (named 
after  the  admiral),  Ruth  and  Amy. 

The  State  Experimental  Station  for  the  prop- 
agation of  terrapin  is  under  Mr.  La  Vallette’s 
jurisdiction. 


WORTHINGTON  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
of  Cambridge,  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Brice  John 
Goldsborough,  judge  of  the  first  judicial 
district  of  Maryland  for  more  than  thirty  years 
and  afterward  judge  of  the  appellate  court  for 
eight  years,  until  his  death,  in  July,  1867,  at 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
Richard  Goldsborough,  a well-known  physician 
of  Cambridge,  who  practiced  medicine  here  from 
early  manhood  until  his  death,  at  sixty-seven 
years.  His  father,  Hon.  Robert  Goldsborough, 
was  a member  of  the  continental  congress  of  1776 
that  adopted  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  was  appointed  a delegate  by  the  several  con- 
ventions of  Maryland  held  in  Annapolis,  June  22, 
1774,  December  8,  1774,  December  7,  1775,  and 
May  8,  1776.  As  a lawyer,  he  also  attained 
prominence.  He  was  a member  of  the  council  of 
safety  and  the  convention  of  the  province  of  Mary- 
land that  drew  up  the  first  constitution  for  the 
state  of  Maryland,  August  14,  1776.  His  father, 
Charles,  was  the  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Greenbury)  Goldsborough,  and  a grandson  of 
Nicholas  Goldsborough,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Leah,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  James  Goldsborough,  of  Talbot  County,  and 


Aehsah  (Worthington)  Goldsborough,  the  latter 
being  a daughter  of  Col.  Nicholas  Worthington, 
whose  father,  Thomas,  of  Anne  Arundel  County, 
was  a son  of  Capt.  John  Worthington,  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  Worthingtons  in  Maryland.  In 
company  with  his  brother,  Zachariah,  Captain 
Worthington  came  to  America  from  Lancaster 
County,  England,  about  1690.  Reference  to  the 
Worthington  family  appears  on  another  page. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Cam- 
bridge, October  9,  1834,  and  was  educated  in 
Cambridge  Academy.  In  1850,  going  to  Balti- 
more, he  secured  employment  in  a wholesale  dry- 
goods  store,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Cambridge  and  embarked  in 
farming  on  the  estate,  Springfield,  one  mile  south 
of  the  town.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  acting 
assistant  paymaster  of  the  navy  by  the  secretary 
of  navy,  and  in  July,  1864,  was  appointed  assist- 
ant paymaster  by  President  Lincoln.  His  active 
service  commenced  about  October,  1862,  and  con- 
tinued during  the  entire  war.  In  1866  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  paymaster  and  was  made 
pay  inspector  in  1892.  In  1873  he  was  fleet  pay- 
master of  the  South  Pacific  squadron  and  from 
1881  to  1885  he  was  fleet  paymaster  of  the  South 
Atlantic  squadron,  also  served  as  fleet  paymaster 
of  the  Asiatic  station,  the  Pacific  station,  the 
North  Atlantic  station  and  the  naval  review  fleet 
in  1893.  During  the  war  he  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Plymouth  and  Little  Washington,  N. 
C.,  and  took  part  in  many  lesser  engagements 
in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina.  During  his  last 
three  years  of  duty  he  was  stationed  at  Annapolis, 
prior  to  which  time  he  was  at  Washington, 
Annapolis,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Norfolk,  Va.  He  was  fifteen  years  at 
sea  and  the  balance  of  the  time  was  on  shore 
duty,  being  for  thirty-four  years  active  in  the 
navy.  He  is  now  a retired  navy  officer,  with  the 
rank  of  commander  in  navy. 

In  1858  Mr.  Goldsborough  married  Miss  Hen- 
rietta, daughter  of  Samuel  W.  Jones,  of  Somerset 
County,  Md.  They  have  four  children  living: 
Dr.  Brice  W.;  Phillips  Lee,  Dr.  Martin  W.  and 
Robert.  He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  a vestryman,  and  at  one 
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time  lie  was  a trustee  of  the  Cambridge  Academy. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Master  Mason  and  a member 
of  the  Loyal  Legion  and  in  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. While  active  in  the  navy  he  visited 
almost  every  port  in  the  world.  From  1866  to 
1868  he  was  attached  to  the  United  States  ship 
Shamrock;  1872-75,  Pacific  United  States  ship 
Omaha;  1881-84,  Brooklyn;  then  with  the  Savan- 
nah, Macedonia,  Constellation,  Santee  and  United 
States  ship  San  Francisco;  May,  1892,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1892,  United  States  ship  Charleston;  and 
United  States  ship  San  Francisco,  January  1, 
1892,  to  October,  1893. 


EORGE  T.  HOBBY,  Jr.  Everywhere  in 
our  land  are  found  men  who  have  worked 
their  own  way  up  from  humble  beginnings  to 
leadership  in  the  commerce,  the  great  productive 
industries,  the  management  of . financial  affairs, 
and  in  controlling  the  veins  and  arteries  of  the 
traffic  and  exchanges  of  the  country.  It  is  one 
of  the  glories  of  our  nation  that  it  is  so,  and  it 
should  be  the  strongest  incentive  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  youth  of  the  country.  Prominent 
among  the  self-made  men  of  Centreville  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a man  honored,  respected 
and  esteemed  wherever  known,  and  most  of  all 
where  he  is  best  known. 

Mr.  Hobby  was  born  March  24,  1855,  in  Green- 
wich, Conn.,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of  that  state, 
where  it  was  founded  six  generations  ago  by  two 
brothers  who  came  from  England.  There  the 
great-grandfather  engaged  in  farming  through- 
out life.  The  grandfather,  Lewis  H.  Hobby,  a 
colonel  of  the  war  of  1812,  was  also  a native  of 
Greenwich,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  eminent  educators  of  his  day.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale  and  for  thirty  years  was  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  New  York  City,  only 
resigning  when  failing  health  caused  him  to  do 
so.  On  his  retirement  he  located  on  a farm  near 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  where  he  subsequently  died 
of  heart  disease.  By  his  first  marriage  he  has  one 


son,  M.  M.  Hobby,  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  New  York  City,  who  was  a professor  in  that 
institution  during  his  active  life,  but  for  a few 
years  before  his  death  lived  retired  in  Stamford, 
Conn.  For  his  second  wife  Lewis  H.  Hobby 
chose  a Miss  Van  Duser,  who’belonged  to  an  old 
Holland  family  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
George  T.  Hobby,  Sr.,  was  the  only  son  born  of 
this  union. 

George  T.  Hobby,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.,  in  1829,  and  was  educated  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  City,  where  he  was  a classmate 
of  the  Harper  brothers.  For  a time  he  taught  in 
that  institution  and  then  went  to  northwestern 
Ohio,  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Bryan 
for  about  three  years.  He  inherited  his  father’s 
estate,  and  on  leaving  Ohio  he  started  two  stores 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  for  about  two  years  con- 
ducted three  different  stores.  He  then  came  to 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  the  following  decade,  and  on  leav- 
ing here  engaged  in  the  bakery  business  in  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.,  for  a time.  Later  he  was  again  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Northport,  L.  I.. 
and  subsequently  turned  his  attention  to  the 
newspaper  business  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  still 
continues  to  live,  being  the  present  superintend- 
ent of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  building.  His  has 
been  a varied  career,  but  has  been  marked  by  the 
strictest  integrity  and  honor,  and  he  is  to-day  a 
faithful  member  of  Plymouth  Church  in  Brooklyn. 

In  early  manhood  the  father  married  Miss  C. 
Haight,  a native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
who  was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age.  Her 
family  are  still  prominent  in  that  county  and  in 
Brooklyn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobby  have  eight  chil- 
dren: MaryC.;  George  T.;  Howard,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Port  Deposit,  N.  Y.;  Vincent  M.,  who  is 
married  and  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Phil- 
adelphia; Lewis  H.,  a baker  of  New  York  State; 
Alvina;  Edward  B.,  who  is  connected  with  a 
paper  of  Brooklyn,  called  Once  A Week-,  and 
Alice. 

Our  subject  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Ohio,  and  he  completed  his  education  in  the 
Bryan  high  school.  When  thirteen  he  began  his 
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business  career  as  clerk  in  his  father’s  store,  and 
in  1872  entered  the  service  of  a New  York  house, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  after  which 
lie  was  for  the  same  length  of  time  with  William 
McKenny.  In  1878  he  embarked  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  was  later  in  the  commission  busi- 
ness with  his  father  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  and  for  a 
time  carried  on  operations  at  Stanton,  Va.  Coming 
to  Centreville,  Md.,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
firm  of  Goden  & Hall,  afterward  purchased  a 
third  interest,  and  since  August,  1890,  has  been 
alone  in  business.  By  fair  and  honorable  as  well 
as  courteous  treatment  of  his  customers,  he  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and  profitable 
trade,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  thorough- 
ly reliable,  enterprising  and  progressive  business 
men  of  the  place. 

O11  the  6th  of  December,  1876,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hobby  and  Miss  Ada  C. 
Gearhart,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  L.  Gearhart,  who  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  was  living  at  Hillsborough,  Caro- 
line County,  Md.  Eight  children  bless  this 
union:  George  S.,  who  is  now  in  the  store  with 
his  father;  Ada  C.;  Emma;  Edna  H.;  H.  L.; 
Alice  G.;  Arthur  J.;  and  L.  E.  Politically  Mr. 
Hobby  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  socially  affiliates  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  regent. 


SYDNEY  GADD,  proprietor  of  the  Centre- 
ville Creamery,  is  comparatively  a recent  ac- 
quisition to  the  goodly  array  of  progressive 
business  men  in  that  thriving  town,  but  his  abil- 
ity, enterprise  and  upright  methods  have  already 
established  for  him  an  enviable  reputation.  Al- 
though he  is  still  a young  man  his  popularity  is 
established  on  a firm  basis,  that  of  his  own  well- 
tested  merit. 

Mr.  Gadd  was  born  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1861,  in  Hillsborough,  Caroline  County,  Md.,  a 
son  of  A.  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Dixon)  Gadd,  also  na- 
tives of  that  county.  The  father,  who  was  born 
February  27,  1832,  received  but  a common-school 


education,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade.  He  became  quite  an  extensive  con- 
tractor and  builder.  Coming  to  Queen  Anne’s 
County  in  1870,  he  first  located  in  the  town  of 
Queen  Anne,  but  the  following  year  removed  to 
Sudlersville,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1874,  when  in  partnership  with  Dr.  A.  E.  Sudler, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Gadd  & Sudler,  he  em- 
barked in  the  canning  business.  They  have  a 
large  plant,  do  an  extensive  business  and  can  both 
vegetables  and  fruit,  putting  up  a brand  known 
as  “Our  Choice.” 

In  1859  A.  J.  Gadd  removed  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mo.,  where  in  1861  he  organized  a com- 
pany for  the  Confederate  army,  but  did  not  enter 
the  service.  Having  considerable  property  in 
this  state  he  returned  to  Caroline  County  the 
same  year.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influ- 
ential members  of  the  Democracy  in  his  com- 
munity, and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  promot- 
ing the  interests  of  his  party.  About  1883  he 
was  solicited  to  become  a candidate  of  his  party 
for  the  legislature,  in  company  with  W.  A.  Bar- 
ton and  William  H.  Ligg,  and  all  were  elected, 
Mr.  Gadd  leading  the  ticket.  As  a business  man 
and  citizen  he  is  deservedly  popular,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends  throughout  his  adopted 
county.  His  brother,  Luther  H.,  was  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Caroline  County  for  two  terms, 
was  for  four  years  state  librarian  under  Gov. 
Frank  Brown,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the 
Maryland  Hotel  at  Annapolis,  being  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Gadd  & Neviln.  Another  brother, 
Frank  Gadd,  was  in  the  Confederate  army  under 
General  Price,  until  seriously  wounded.  He  died 
of  consumption.  Alexander  Gadd,  the  third 
brother,  was  in  the  blockade  service  during  the 
Civil  war  and  was  later  a farmer  of  Talbot 
County,  Md. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1869,  leaving 
two  sons,  the  other  being  Daniel  L. , who  is  now 
connected  with  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  locomotive 
works.  Her  father,  Capt.  Daniel  Dixon,  was 
for  over  half  a century  a sea  captain  and  died  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty -three  years.  His  only 
son  also  followed  the  water  and  died  in  early 
life.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  A.  J.  Gadd 
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married  Mrs.  E.  H.  Morgan,  widow  of  William 
Morgan,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons:  Rob- 
ert F. , now  a civil  engineer;  and  Luther  L. , an 
electrical  engineer.  Both  are  graduates  of  the 
Lehigh  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Gadd  of 
this  review  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
began  his  business  career  in  the  employ  of  his 
father.  In  1890  he  took  a course  in  Eastman’s 
Business  College,  after  which  he  remained  with 
his  father  for  one  year,  but  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember, 1891,  he  purchased  the  creamery  in 
Centreville.  None  of  the  three  proprietors  pre- 
vious to  this  time  had  made  a success  of  the 
business,  but  with  indomitable  energy  Mr.  Gadd 
soon  built  up  an  excellent  trade.  Though  he 
had  but  $ 60  to  invest  in  the  business  at  the  start, 
his  father  assisted  what  was  necessary  and  he  has 
prospered.  He  has  enlarged  his  plant  and  now 
has  one  of  the  best  equipped  creameries  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of  Centreville. 


ORIN  CLEVELAND  NELSON.  From  an 
early  age  Mr.  Nelson  has  been  a mariner, 
though  of  later  years  he  has  given  his 
attention  especially  to  the  oyster  business  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  an  oyster  house  situated 
about  two  miles  from  Crisfield.  An  energetic, 
capable  business  man,  he  has  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating a competency  and  in  gaining  a rep- 
utation for  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry in  which  he  is  engaged.  In  addition  to 
private  business  affairs  he  has  taken  a warm  in- 
terest in  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
district  and  county  where  he  resides,  and  has 
done  all  within  his  power  for  the  advancement  of 
local  enterprises.  He  is  an  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  but  never  took  an  active  part  in 
politics  until  1895,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  sheriff  of  Somerset  County,  a position 
that  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all. 


At  the  place  where  he  still  resides  the  subject 
of  this  article  was  born  August  2,  1861.  His 
father,  Alonzo  Nelson,  a native  of  the  same  place, 
followed  the  water  for  a number  of  years,  being 
engaged  in  the  bay  trade.  Later,  however,  he 
gave  his  attention  largely  to  farming.  He  is 
now  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  is  practically 
retired  from  active  business  cares.  For  forty 
years  or  more  he  has  been  a local  preacher  and 
exhorter  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  still  preaches  occasionally.  Since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  he  has  upheld  its 
principles,  but  has  never  been  active  in  politics. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Thomas  Nelson, 
was  also  born  in  this  neighborhood  and  here 
spent  his  entire  life  as  farmer  and  merchant,  with 
the  exception  of  a short  period  in  youth  when  he 
followed  the  water.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig 
and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  His  death  occurred  at  seventy 
years  of  age.  His  father,  Thomas,  known  as 
“King”  Nelson,  was  a native  of  England,  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Somerset  County, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  about  one  hundred 
and  four  years.  He  was  a direct  descendant  of 
Lord  Nelson,  of  England. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Sallie,  daughter 
of  John  Sterling.  She  has  spent  her  entire  life 
in  this  locality  and  is  now  seventy -four  years  of 
age.  Of  her  nine  children  we  note  the  follow- 
ing: Henry  W.  is  an  oysterman  here;  Charles 
Edward,  also  a resident  of  Crisfield,  is  a fisher- 
man by  occupation;  and  John  Allen  is  a mer- 
chant; Lorin  C.  died  in  boyhood;  William  Clarke 
is  a mariner,  preacher  and  carpenter,  and  resides 
in  Crisfield;  Clara  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Stewart, 
of  Sussex  County,  Del.;  our  subject  is  seventh  in 
order  of  birth;  and  the  others  are  Martin  Luther 
and  Thomas,  residents  of  this  locality. 

When  a lad  of  twelve  years  our  subject  began 
to  follow  the  water,  and  for  some  years  he  en- 
gaged in  the  bay  trade,  becoming  after  a time 
the  owner  and  master  of  a vessel  of  his  own. 
In  1891  he  commenced  in  the  oyster  business 
near  Crisfield  and  has  since  built  up  a valuable 
and  important  business  in  his  special  line.  He  is 
known  as  one  of  the  reliable  citizens  of  his  town, 
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and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is  shown 
by  his  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff  in  1895. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  connected  with  its  official  board. 

In  1887  L-  C.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  Lawson,  who  was  born  in  Som- 
erset County.  They  have  three  children,  Jannie, 
Alma  Lillian  and  Morrison  Marks,  all  living  and 
at  home.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Nelson,  William 
T.  Lawson,  deceased,  was  a member  of  the  legis- 
lature one  term  and  was  collector  of  customs  for 
the  Government  for  twenty-eight  years  at  differ- 
ent points,  and  was  very  prominent  in  the  church 
and  Sunday-school.  In  politics  he  was  a stal- 
wart Republican.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Nelson  favors 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  county,  and  all  public-spirited 
enterprises  are  sure  of  his  support. 


*V  S.  BENNETT  has  been  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  since  early  manhood.  At 
X the  age  of  nineteen  he  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising at  Dames  Quarter,  Somerset  County, 
where  he  remained  for  a year.  Then  coming  to 
Wicomico  County  he  opened  a store  in  Riverton 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  an  extensive  trade 
among  the  people  of  this  locality.  Believing  a 
similar  undertaking  would  be  profitable  else- 
where, in  1893  he  opened  a store  at  Spring 
Grove,  first  district,  and  in  1896  started  another 
branch  store  at  Sharptown. 

Near  where  he  now  lives  Mr.  Bennett  was 
born  February  16,  1859,  a descendant  of  an 
English  family  that  has  resided  in  Wicomico 
County  for  many  generations.  His  father,  E.  T., 
grandfather,  James,  and  great-grandfather,  Gil- 
lis  Bennett,  were  born  in  about  the  same  locality 
in  Wicomico  County,  and  were  farmers  by  oc- 
cupation. The  father  has  been  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  Barren  Creek  district,  of  which  he 
was  several  times  chosen  collector.  Though  now 
on  account  of  age  (being  seventy-five)  retired 
from  active  participation  in  business  or  public 
affairs,  he  still  maintains  an  interest  in  matters 


pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He 
married  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Levi  Taylor,  of 
the  same  district.  She  is  now  sixty-nine  years 
of  age.  Their  children  are  named  as  follows: 
Sophronia,  wife  of  Levin  Bennett,  of  Mardela 
Springs;  James  L. , who  resides  in  Somerset 
County;  E.  T.,  of  Mardela  Springs;  Thomas  W., 
who  lives  in  the  first  district;  Gillis  E.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Sharptown;  I.  S.;and  Rev. 
Louis  A.,  now  residing  in  Crisfield,  Somerset 
County. 

When  a boy  our  subject  was  a pupil  in  the 
local  district  schools  and  the  grammar  school  at 
Salisbury.  At  an  early  age  he  became  interested 
in  the  business  in  which  he  has  since  engaged, 
and  by  practical  experience  he  has  gained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  merchandising  in  every 
department.  Politically  he  favors  Democratic 
principles.  In  1889  he  served  as  collector  for 
Sharptown  and  the  first  districts,  and  in  1891  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners.  These  positions  he  filled  faith- 
fully and  well.  Fraternally  he  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics. 
February  22,  1890,  he  married  Laura,  daughter 
of  Levin  Cooper,  of  Barren  Creek  district.  Their 
two  children  are  named  James  M.  and  Ruth  H. 


HOMAS  E.  GRACE,  a substantial  agricult- 
urist of  the  second  district  of  Talbot 
County,  owns  a valuable  and  very  desirable 
farm  on  Broad  Creek  Neck.  He  is  a man  of 
quiet,  unassuming  manner,  but  his  many  estim- 
able qualities  are  most  favorably  commented 
upon  by  the  people  amongst  whom  his  whole  life 
has  been  passed.  He  is  known  to  be  a man  of 
strict  integrity,  justice  and  correct  principle,  and 
as  such  deserves  to  have  his  name  handed  down 
to  posterity  as  a worthy  example. 

The  Grace  family  is  noted  for  the  good  old  age 
to  which  most  of  its  members  attain,  as  they  often 
approach  the  nineties.  Our  subject’s  grandfather, 
William  S.  Grace,  was  a native  son  of  this  county 
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and  was  a successful  farmer.  His  son,  Skinner, 
was  not  only  a farmer,  but  a merchant  also,  and 
was  one  of  the  patriots  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
British  soldiers.  He  was  sent  on  a prison  ship 
to  Jamaica,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  en  route  con- 
tracted yellow  fever.  In  spite  of  these  various 
experiences  he  lived  through  it  all  and  passed 
his  old  age  in  restful  ease  at  his  old  home  in  this 
county.  (Further  particulars  of  the  ancestral 
history  may  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  our  sub- 
ject’s brother,  William  S.  Grace,  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.) 

The  birth  of  Thomas  E.  Grace  occurred  Octo- 
ber 17,  1841,  on  a farm  not  far  from  the  one 
which  he  now  carries  on.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  had  reached  man’s  estate,  assisting 
in  the  various  duties  of  the  farm  and  a neighbor- 
ing store.  When  he  was  about  twenty-three 
he  was  married,  and  settled  upon  a tract  of  land 
which  he  rented  from  his  mother.  This  place 
was  situated  in  Bay  Hundred  district,  and  though 
it  was  desirable  from  many  points  of  view,  he 
preferred  the  one  which  he  later  bought  and  now 
resides  upon.  During  the  years  1889-90,  he  was 
engaged  in  the  produce  and  commission  business 
in  Baltimore,  and  during  the  winters  of  1895  and 
1896  he  kept  books  for  a contracting  and  building 
firm  in  that  city.  With  these  exceptions  he  has 
given  his  attention  exclusively  to  agriculture, 
and  with  gratifying  results.  His  place  contains 
about  one  hundred  acres,  and  is  well  improved, 
with  good  buildings,  etc.  Until  1892  he  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  since  then 
has  voted  for  Prohibition  nominees. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  our  subject 
became  his  faithful  and  devoted  wife  in  1864. 
She  was  formerly  Miss  Susan  R.  Preston,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  by  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  six  children.  Elizabeth  L.  died  when 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  regretted  by  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  associates.  Mary  Ella,  a 
bright  little  girl,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
The  others  are:  William  Preston,  a rising  young 
farmer  of  this  district;  Susan  May,  wife  of  G. 
Edward  Wrightson,  of  this  county;  Samuel  S., 
who  is  still  with  his  parents,  as  is  also  Leona  B., 


the  youngest  of  the  family.  When  he  was  but 
fifteen  years  old  our  subject  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  from  that  day 
to  this  has  been  actively  concerned  in  the  cause. 
He  has  held  about  all  the  official  positions  on  the 
board  of  his  own  church,  and  incorporates  in  his 
daily  life  the  Christian  faith  he  professes. 


EV.  JACOB  W.  PORTER,  a retired  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  was 
engaged  in  ministerial  work  for  twenty 
years  or  more  in  connection  with  the  Wisconsin 
division  of  the  north  Illinois  conference  but  in  1876 
gave  up  preaching  on  account  of  a throat  trouble 
and  came  to  Maryland.  Buying  a farm  in  Bay 
Hundred  district,  Talbot  County,  he  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  this  place. 
About  1884  he  bought  a sawmill  and  has  since 
carried  on  an  extensive  lumber  business.  He  is  a 
man  who  keeps  well  posted  concerning  public 
affairs  and  the  issues  before  the  people,  and  in 
politics  he  has  always  worked  with  the  Repub- 
licans. While  residing  in  Wisconsin  he  was 
superintendent  of  public  schools  and  was  also 
chairman  of  the  district  board  of  supervisors  and  a 
member  of  the  county  board. 

The  Porters  are  an  old  family  of  New  York. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Alexander 
Porter,  was  an  army  officer  during  the  Revolution 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  commissary  at  New 
York,  but  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  retired 
from  the  army.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Amasa 
Porter,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. , and 
when  a young  man  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  followed 
his  trade  in  Waterloo,  the  same  state.  The  latter 
part  of  his  life  was  spent  upon  a farm  in  Erie 
County,  but  his  death  occurred  in  Wisconsin 
when  he  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  He 
was  a leader  of  the  latter  party  and  was  always 
influential  in  public  affairs.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  married  Eliza 
Weatherlow,  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  and  eight  chil- 
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dren  were  born  of  their  union,  four  now  living, 
namely:  Erastus  A.;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Bull;  Mrs. 
P.  Drake,  of  Columbia  County,  Wis. ; and  Jacob 
W.,  of  Maryland. 

Born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  Mr. 
Porter  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
Springville  Academy.  For  three  years  he  was 
employed  in  a general  store  in  his  native  county. 
In  1852  he  joined  the  Genesee  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
and  on  his  removal  to  Wisconsin  was  transferred 
to  the  conference  of  that  state.  For  twenty  years 
he  was  engaged  in  ministerial  work  and  in 
superintending  a farm.  In  1876  he  came  to 
Talbot  County,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  sawmill  business.  In  1852  he 
married  Martha  Calkins,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children:  Mrs.  Randolph  Eller;  Mrs.  James  F. 
Flower;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Cummings,  who  reside  in 
Columbia  County,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Fair- 
bank;  Mrs.  W.  O.  Wrightson,  Mark  H.  W. 
now  deceased;  Grace  W.;  a trained  nurse;  and 
Love  C.,  who  reside  in  Maryland. 


FORGE  MULLIKIN,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  in  the  sixth  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  was  born  in  Caroline  County, 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1821.  Both  his  fa- 
ther and  grandfather  bore  the  name  of  Patrick 
Mullikin  and  were  natives  of  Talbot  County, 
while  the  great-grandfather,  a native  of  Ireland, 
became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America, 
establishing  his  home  in  Maryland.  Patrick 
Mullikin,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a carpenter 
by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  his  business  career.  He  died 
in  Caroline  County  in  1843,  and  his  wife,  surviv- 
ing him  many  years,  passed  away  in  1865.  They 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  but  George  is  now 
the  only  surviving  one. 

The  educational  privileges  which  George  Mul- 
likin received  were  very  limited.  He  was  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  has  made 
his  way  in  the  world  unaided,  his  success  being 


due  entirely  to  his  own  perseverance,  industry  and 
well-directed  efforts.  He  worked  as  a farm  hand 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  earning  only  $5 
per  month,  which  sum  went  to  the  support  of 
his  father  and  mother.  In  the  year  1844,  how- 
ever, he  was  married  and  began  farming  on  his 
own  account,  operating  rented  land.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  came  to  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  devoting  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Suc- 
cess has  attended  his  labors  and  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  five  good  farms,  which  yield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  his  care  and  labor. 
Something  of  his  prosperity  may  be  gained  from 
the  statement  that  when  he  came  to  the  county 
his  taxes  were  only  $1.50  and  he  now  annually 
pays  into  the  county  coffers  taxes  amounting  to 
over  $150,  his  property  being  valued  at  $20,000. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1844,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mullikin  and  Miss  Mary 
Elizabeth  Satterfield,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  George  and  John  are  living,  in 
Queen  Anne’s  County.  Mr.  Mullikin  is  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  steward  and  trus- 
tee. He  is  active  in  its  work  and  is  a liberal  con- 
tributor to  its  support.  His  interest  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  public  welfare  is  deep  and 
commendable  and  he  is  accounted  a public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen.  He  has  been 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and  has  builded 
wisely  and  well  and  the  superstructure  of  finan- 
cial success  which  he  has  raised  rests  upon  a firm 
foundation  of  honesty,  industry  and  enterprise. 


ILLIAM  B.  SPARKS  is  the  genial  and 
popular  proprietor  of  a good  hotel  and  liv- 
ery at  Queen  Anne,  in  the  county  of  the 
same  name.  Everything  about  the  place  is 
kept  up  in  a commendable  manner,  and  pleas- 
ant accommodation  is  afforded  the  weary  trav- 
eler. The  hotel  impresses  such  a one  with  a sense, 
of  quiet,  cleanliness  and  the  comforts  of  home, 
rarely  obtained  in  the  great  hotels  of  a metropolis, 
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and  he  is  loath  to  leave  when  business  or  other 
necessary  evils  call  him  elsewhere.  Mr.  Sparks 
endeavors  to  please  his  extensive  patronage,  and 
well  does  he  succeed.  In  May,  1896,  he  was  ap- 
pointed magistrate  by  the  governor,  and  is  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  office  with  ability  and 
faithfulness.  He  is  a strong  worker  in  the  ranks 
of  the  local  Republicans,  and  is  greatly  interested 
in  everything  bearing  upon  the  party’s  prosper- 
ity. 

His  father,  Joseph  B.  Sparks,  is  a native  of  the 
first  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  is  still 
residing  in  that  neighborhood,  now  in  his  seven- 
ty-fourth year.  He  has  led  a very  active  life  and 
has  been  a man  of  prominence.  He  was  in  the 
custom  house  in  Baltimore  for  about  nine  years, 
and  was  at  one  time  a candidate  for  the  position 
of  sheriff  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was  a 
constable  for  many  years.  He  married  Sarah 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Joshua  Walls,  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  she  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health,  though  about  sixty -three  years  of  age. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Annie,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Hill,  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  William  B.; 
John  F. , of  the  first  district;  Carrie  V.,  wife  of 
Andrew  Brown,  Jr.,  of  Baltimore;  Frank  B.,  of 
Philadelphia;  Mary,  who  is  unmarried;  and 
Joseph  B.,  Jr. 

William  B.  Sparks  was  born  in  the  first  district 
of  this  county,  September  15,  1851,  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life  and  received  such  an  educa- 
tion as  he  could  obtain  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinity.  When  he  was  sixteen  he  went  to 
farming  in  earnest,  and  worked  for  his  father  for 
a number  of  years.  He  became  a practical,  indus- 
trious business  man  and  succeeded  in  almost  every- 
thing which  he  undertook.  In  1895  he  bought, 
sold  and  shipped  immense  quantities  of  peaches, 
and  did  very  well  on  the  whole.  The  year  fol- 
lowing he  rented  the  hotel  property  which  he  is 
now  managing,  and  has  since  carried  on  the  bus- 
iness, as  well  as  that  of  the  livery. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Sparks  took  place  in 
Sudlersville,  January  28,  1881,  his  bride  being 
a Miss  Lucy  Crossley.  She  died  in  May,  1887, 
and  left  two  children,  Edith  and  William  Dudley. 
December  19,  1888,  Mr.  Sparks  and  Miss  A.  Le- 


venia  Stevens  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  Sud- 
lersville Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  comes 
of  an  old  and  honored  family  here,  and  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  actively  concerned  in  all  enter- 
prises worthy  of  their  support  which  are  started 
in  this  vicinity.  August  4,  1897,  Mrs.  Sparks 
received  her  commission  as  postmistress  at  Queen 
Anne. 


” LIJAH  FREENY  an  honored  old  resident 
>)  of  the  ninth  district  of  Wicomico  County, 
_ Md. , but  whose  postoffice  address  is  Delmar, 
Del.,  built  the  first  house  ever  put  up  in  that 
flourishing  town,  which  now  has  a population  of 
seventeen  hundred  people.  The  house  was  con- 
structed by  him  nearly  four  decades  ago,  in  1859, 
and  soon  afterward  he  opened  a general  store  at 
the  same  point,  but  sold  out  two  years  later.  By 
strict  attention  to  business  and  the  exercise  of 
good  judgment  and  industry  he  has  become  quite 
well-off  in  this  world’s  goods,  and  owns  consider- 
able property,  a part  of  which  is  located  in  a fine 
farming  section  and  the  remainder  in  town  lots, 
etc. 

The  founder  of  theFreeny  family  in  this  region 
was  one  Peter  Freeny,  who  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land, and  upon  his  arrival  in  America  settled 
upon  a tract  of  land  for  which  he  had  a grant 
from  the  King  of  England.  This  property  lies 
just  across  the  state  line  in  Delaware,  and  here 
several  generations  of  his  descendants  were  born, 
among  others  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
John,  and  grandfather  Joshua  Freeny.  They 
have  been  noted  for  longevity,  many  of  them 
reaching  the  age  of  eighty-five  or  ninety  years. 
John,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  upon  a 
farm  two  miles  from  the  home  of  Elijah  Freeny, 
in  Worcester  County,  adjoining.  He  was  a life- 
long tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  very  prosperous, 
leaving  a valuable  estate  at  his  death.  He  pur- 
chased the  farm  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  our 
subject  in  1810,  and  it  has  always  belonged  to 
the  family  since.  Though  he  was  never  a church 
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member,  he  was  an  upright  and  just  man,  and 
was  generous  in  his  contributions  to  religious 
and  charitable  endeavors.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Mattie,  daughter  of  William  Brewington,  of 
Salisbury,  of  an  old  and  respected  family  there. 
They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  only  one,  Elijah, 
survives. 

The  birth  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
occurred  on  this  homestead  August  7,  1823. 
His  time  was  given  to  his  father  as  a dutiful 
son  in  his  youth.  He  learned  to  be  proficient 
in  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  and  after  he  was 
twenty  his  father  paid  him  a fixed  sum  and 
eventually  left  him  the  old  farm.  He  now  cul- 
tivates about  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  in 
addition  to  this  owns  another  farm  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  in  the  vicinity,  and  several  houses, 
stores  and  town  propertj^. 

Mr.  Freeny  has  never  desired  or  held  public 
office.  For  sixty  years  he  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
the  meantime  having  held  numerous  offices  of 
trust  and  honor  in  the  congregation.  January 
9,  1861,  Mr.  Freeny  married  Maria  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  M.  Fooks,  of  this  county,  who  was  a very 
liberal  and  religious  man  and  built  a church  him- 
self. Seven  of  the  nine  children  born  to  our 
worthy  subject  and  wife  are  still  living,  viz.: 
Rosa  L-,  Matilda  M.,  Mary  E.,  Harry  H.,  of 
Delmar;  James  W. , of  this  locality;  Henry  B.,  of 
Salisbury,  and  Elijah  E. 


AJOR  T.  RUARK  has  been  for  sixty  years, 
or  his  entire  life,  a citizen  of  Straits  dis- 
trict, and  for  two-score  years  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  oyster  business  and  in  farming  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent.  He  commenced  his  com- 
mercial career  without  a dollar,  and  by  the  force 
of  his  will  and  his  unwearying  industry,  not 
only  made  a comfortable  livelihood  for  himself 
and  family,  but  accumulated  a competence  for 
his  declining  years.  He  has  always  been  actively 
concerned  in  whatever  movements  have  been 
instituted  for  the  public  Welfare,  and  for  years 


has  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  \ 
The  only  official  position  he  has  ever  held  was 
that  of  constable,  and  as  such  he  acted  six  years  ' 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

James  Ruark,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na-  ! 
tive  of  England  and  came  to  Maryland  in  com- 
pany with  his  three  brothers,  Thomas,  William 
and  Major.  They  were  probably  among  the  very 
first  settlers  on  Hooper’s  Island,  this  county. 
James  followed  the  sea  during  the  most  of  his 
life  and  died  on  board  a vessel,  at  Washington,  j 
D.  C.,  about  1835.  He  had  located  in  Straits 
district,  taking  up  a tract  of  land  under  date  of 
August  30,  1820,  and  here  he  made  his  home 
and  headquarters.  To  himself  and  wife,  Sarah, 
were  born  several  children,  but  the  only  ones 
now  living  are  Amelia  A.,  widow  of  V.  Cannon, 
and  our  subject. 

The  Major  was  born  April  28,  1837,  in  Straits 
district  and  what  education  he  gained  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  before  he  was  twelve 
years  old.  At  that  age  he  shipped  aboard  a 
vessel  as  a sailor,  at  the  munificent  sum  of 
$2.50  a month.  He  has  been  upon  the  water 
much  of  the  time  since,  and  rapidly  worked 
his  way  up  to  a place  of  prominence  and  a good 
income.  In  1893  he  met  with  an  accident,  his  leg 
being  broken,  and  he  has  been  forced  to  abandon 
the  active  life  he  had  hitherto  led.  In  1861,  when 
the  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 

First  Eastern  Shore  Volunteers,  and  served  his 
country  for  three  years.  He  participated  in  the 
dreadful  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  in  many  lesser 
engagements;  and  was  noted  for  his  bravery  and 
fidelity  to  duty  under  all  circumstances. 

Major  Ruark  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  union  was  with  Miss  Laura  J.  Wingate,  who 
died,  leaving  seven  children,  viz. : Alexander  W. , 
merchant,  of  Caroline  County;  Howard,  of  this 
place;  Mrs.  William  H.  Moore;  Ernest  L-,  of 
this  town;  Frederick  E.  (see  his  sketch,  which 
is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  work),  Richard  and 
Lina,  at  home.  The  lady  who  now  bears  the 
name  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Amanda  A. 
Jones,  and  they  have  one  child,  Wilbur.  Mrs. 
Ruark  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
with  the  other  members  of  the  family. 


E.  R.  TRIPPE,  M.  D. 
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"DWARD  R.  TRIPPE,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
physician  of  Easton,  was  born  on  a farm  six 
miles  from  that  place  in  Talbot  County, 
March  25,  1840,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  a distinguished  and  honored  family  of  Eng- 
land. He  has  in  his  possession  an  ancient  es- 
cutcheon, on  which  is  painted  and  emblazoned 
their  coat  of  arms.  Under  the  shield  is  the  in- 
scription: “This  achievement  was  given  unto  my 
Lord  Howard’s  fifth  son  at  the  siege  of  Boulogne. 
King  Henry  V.  being  there,  asked  how  they  took 
the  town  and  castle.  Howard  answered:  ‘I 

tripp’d  up  the  walls’ ; said  his  majesty:  “Tripp 
shall  be  thy  name  and  no  longer  Howard.’’ 
James  II.  in  his  autobiography  mentions  Mr. 
Trippe  and  Mr.  Howard  conjointly,  aiding  his 
escape  when  Duke  of  York  from  Hampton  Court 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Charles  I. 

That  the  family  resided  in  Somersetshire  and 
had  landed  property  there  for  many  generations 
appears  from  a great  number  of  old  parchment 
deeds  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Trippe.  The  old- 
est which  has  at  present  been  found  is  dated  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  relates  to  the 
estate  of  East  Brent,  which  has  only  lately  been 
sold  and  which  must  therefore  have  been  in  the 
family  from  that  time  at  least  and  perhaps  before. 
Relating  to  the  same  estate  of  East  Brent,  there 
are  several  deeds  in  the  succeeding  reigns  and  a 
marriage  settlement  at  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  in 
which  East  Brent,  Shipham  and  Newburg  are 
mentioned  as  family  property. 

John  Tripp,  Esq.,  of  Shipham  and  Huntshill, 
Somersetshire,  England,  living  in  the  reigns  of 
William  and  Mary  and  Anne,  married  twice,  and 
by  his  first  wife  had  two  children,  John  men- 
tioned below;  and  Mary,  who  died  unmarried. 
From  his  second  marriage  are  derived  the  Tripps 
of  Bristol,  one  of  whom  went  to  Holland  and 
acquired  great  wealth  at  Amsterdam,  where  a 
street  is  still  called  Tripp  street  in  his  honor.  In 
Holland,  his  son  was  created  Baron  Tripp  by  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  one  of  his  descendants  was 
in  the  British  army  and  served  against  Napoleon. 
John  Tripp,  Esq.,  the  son  of  the  first  marriage, 
became  rector  of  Huntshill,  married  and  had  two 
sons,  John,  the  heir;  and  Samuel,  who  married 
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and  had  a large  family.  The  older  son,  John 
Tripp,  Esq.,  barrister  at  law,  deputy  recorder  of 
Taunton  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  counties 
of  Wills,  Dorset,  Gloucester,  Devon  and  Somer- 
set, married  Anne,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Up- 
ton, rector  of  Hills  Bishop,  near  Taunton,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  sons  and  three  daughters: 
John  is  mentioned  below;  James  Upton  married 
Miss  Edsaver,  of  Fibbleworth,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren; James,  who  . married  first  Miss  Ruckle  and 
second  Miss  Harvey;  George;  Charles  Upton; 
Frances  Upton;  and  Sarah  Caroline.  George 
married  Miss  Deacon  and  had  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Anne,  who  married  her  cousin,  Rev. 
Robert  Henry  Tripp.  Robert,  rector  of  Rewe, 
near  Exeter,  married  Miss  Thompson,  of  Kirk 
Deighton,  and  had  eight  children:  Robert  Henry, 
victor  of  Albarnum,  County  Cornwall,  who  mar- 
ried his  cousin  Elizabeth  Anne,  daughter  of 
George  Tripp;  William  Upton;  John;  Charles 
Upton,  captain  in  the  Thirty-sixth  Native  In- 
fantry; Marianne;  Elizabeth;  Anne;  and  Henry, 
an  eminent  lawyer  of  Lincoln  Inn,  who  resided 
at  Orchard  Wyndham  for  fifty  years  and  died 
unmarried.  Mary  died  unmarried.  Anne  mar- 
ried Brig. -Gen.  William  Owen.  Frances  A. 
Deborah  Frederica  Upton  died  unmarried. 

The  oldest  of  the  above-named  family,  Rev. 
John  Tripp,  S.T.D.,  rector  of  Spofforth  and  Cat- 
lin,  County  York,  married  Sarah  Rurchell  and 
died  February  11,  1814.  His  children  were  as 
follows:  George,  captain  of  the  Twenty-fifth 

Regiment  of  Foot,  who  served  in  Egypt  under 
Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  was  in  the  battle  of 
Abonkie,  and  died  unmarried,  August  21,  1804; 
George,  the  present  representative  of  the  family; 
Peter,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Ninety-eighth 
Regiment  of  Foot,  who  married  Frances,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  White,  Esq.,  army  surgeon,  and  had 
a family;  John  Upton,  who  married  his  cousin 
Sarah,  daughter  of  James  Upton  Tripp,  Esq. , and 
had  a family;  Harriet,  who  died  young;  Frances, 
who  married  Henry  Eyre,  Esq.,  of  Robleigh 
Grange,  Hampshire;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
unmarried  in  1845.  Rev.  Charles  Tripp,  D.D., 
rector  of  Silverton,  County  Devon,  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  was  born  April  20,  1784,  and  was  mar- 
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ried  June  15,  1815,  to  Frances  Owen,  second 
daughter  of  Brig. -Gen.  Owen,  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Sixty-first  Regiment.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Henry,  born  April  6,  1816,  graduated 
in  Holy  Orders,  Fellow  of  Worcester  College, 
Oxford;  John,  born  July  21,  1821,  married  No- 
vember 11,  1856,  Eliza,  eldest  daughter  of  Rev. 
James  Gould;  Charles  died  young;  Charles 
George,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  was  born  July  i,  1826; 
William  Owen,  born  May  13,  1828,  married  No- 
vember 27,  1856,  Mary  Georgina,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Dr.  Llewellyn;  Arthur  Sampford  was 
born  January  1,  1831;  Howard  died  April  9,  1857; 
Frances  died  young;  Anne  was  married  October 
5,  1850,  to  Rev.  John  Henry  Wise,  rector  of 
Brendon,  North  Devon;  and  Eliza  was  married 
in  August,  1846,  to  Capt.  Rentley,  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Regiment. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  Trippe  family  in 
Maryland  was  made  by  Capt.  Henry  Trippe  in 
or  about  1663,  in  Dorchester  County,  on  or  near 
Todd’s  Point,  then  called  Sark,  Trippe’s  Neglect 
and  Lindy.  These  tracts  are  now  included  in 
the  Todd’s  Point  farm.  There  was  a tract  of 
fifty  acres  patented  by  Francis  Tripp,  January 
17,  1759,  on  Rush  River,  now  in  Harford  County, 
but  of  him  nothing  is  known.  He  spelled  his 
name  differently  and  does  not  seem  to  have  set- 
tled in  the  colony.  From  what  place  Capt. 
Henry  Trippe  came  is  not  known.  Capt.  Rich- 
ard Trippe,  of  Avonville,  Md.,  believed  that  the 
family  came  from  French  Flanders,  and  though 
one  of  the  Tripps  of  Bristol  emigrated  to  Flan- 
ders, amassed  great  wealth  and  his  son  became 
Baron  Tripp  and  was  a captain  with  Blucher  at 
Waterloo,  by  his  will  and  signature  it  is  thought 
he  was  an  Englishman.  Capt.  Henry  Trippe 
was  a member  of  the  upper  house  of  the  assembly 
of  Maryland,  from  Dorchester  County  in  1671 
and  1674.  He  died  about  1697  or  1698  (his  will 
was  admitted  to  probate  March  28,  1698),  leaving 
a widow,  Elizabeth  Trippe,  and  five  children: 
Henry  died  in  1723  or  1724,  leaving  a widow, 
Susannah  Trippe,  and  six  children:  Henry,  John, 
Elizabeth,  Edward,  Sarah  and  Mary.  John  was 
the  second  son  of  Capt.  Henry  Trippe.  Edward 
(lied  leaving  two  sous,  Edward,  Jr.,  who  died  io 


1756,  leaving  as  his  sole  heiress,  Mary,  who 
married  Col.  Joseph  Ennalls;  and  John.  Will- 
iam married  a Miss  Tate  and  died  April  24, 
1766,  at  a very  advanced  age,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren, who  are  mentioned  below;  and  another, 
Henry,  died  in  1761.  Henrietta  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Capt.  Henry  Trippe. 

The  children  born  to  William  Trippe  and  his 
wife,  Miss  Tate,  were  as  follows:  Henrietta,  Eliza- 
beth, William,  John  and  Edward.  Henrietta 
married  a Mr.  Hughes;  Elizabeth  married  Ed- 
ward Noel,  of  Castle  Haven,  Dorchester  County, 
and  left  one  son  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Edward,  who  married  a Miss  Eccleston,  of  Dor- 
chester County,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter, 
Delia,  who  married  Capt.  Bartholomew  Rogers 
and  died  childless;  Elizabeth,  who  married  the 
Rt.-Rev.  James  Kemp,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  Mary- 
land, and  had  one  son,  Edward  D.  Kemp  (judge 
of  the  orphans’  court  of  Baltimore  City),  who 
married  Sarah  Donnell,  daughter  of  John  Don- 
nell, of  Baltimore,  and  died  leaving  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Eliza,  the  oldest,  died  unmarried, 
and  Sarah,  the  youngest,  married  James  Har- 
wood, of  Baltimore  County,  a purser  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  navy,  and  had  one  son,  Edward;  Sa- 
rah, who  married  Captain  Cox,  and  had  one  son, 
Edward  Noel  Cox,  a first  lieutenant,  afterwards 
a purser  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  whose 
wife  was  a Miss  Lawrence,  sister  of  Capt.  Law- 
rence, of  the  Chesapeake;  Mary  wedded  Will- 
iam, son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Noel)  Trippe 
mentioned  below,  and  she  had  one  son,  John, 
who  distinguished  himself  at  Tripoli;  and  two 
daughters,  Margaret  and  Mary.  William  came 
to  Talbot  County  and  bought  Avonville,  formerly 
called  Marshy  Point,  Canlerbury  Manor.  He 
died  June  1,  1777,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  union  being  with 
a Mrs.  Gibson,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  James, 
who  married  Ann  Dawson  and  died,  leaving  no 
children.  His  widow  afterward  became  the  wife 
of  Levin  Trippe  mentioned  below,  who  was  killed 
in  a fight  at  sea  during  the  Revolution,  and  she 
later  wedded  a Captain  Caulk  or  Cork  and  after 
his  death  married  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  Baltimore. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  William  Trippe 
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married  Elizabeth  Skinner,  of  Talbot  County,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children.  William  died  un- 
married. Richard,  born  January  30,  1763,  died 
January  16,  1849,  and  was  buried  at  Avonville. 
He  was  married  January  5,  1794,  to  Harriett  Ed- 
mondson, who  died  December  13  of  the  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  She  left  one 
son,  William,  who  died  September  n,  1816, 
when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Richard  Trippe 
was  again  married,  May  5,  1799,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mary,  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Heron)  Ennalls,  of  Dorchester  County. 
The  colonel’s  first  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward Trippe,  died,  leaving  six  children:  Will- 
iam, Thomas,  Joseph,  John,  Elizabeth  and  Ann. 
Mrs.  Richard  Trippe  (nee  Mary  Ennalls)  died 
October  14,  1836,  aged  fifty-six  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Avonville.  By  this  union  there  were 
ten  children:  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  September 

17,  1800^  died  July  9,  1879.  She  married  her 
cousin,  Edward  Trippe,  of  Todd’s  Point,  Dor- 
chester County,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son, 
Edward  Richard  Trippe,  M.  D. , whose  name  in- 
troduces this  review.  Richard  John,  born  Aug- 
ust 22,  1805,  died  June  25,  1845.  On  the  20th 
of  November,  1838,  he  married  Sarah  S.  H.  Hay- 
ward, of  Talbot  County,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children.  Thomas  Hayward,  who  was  born 
December  12,  1842,  and  married  Martha  Mason, 
only  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  M.  Mason,  D.  D., 
rector  of  Christ  Church,  Easton,  Md.;  Richard 
John,  who  was  born  August  15,  1844,  and  married 
Annie  R.  Townsend,  of  Talbot  County;  Helen, 
who  was  born  February  3,  1841,  and  married 
Hugh  Hambleton,  of  Easton,  Md.;  and  Mary 
Smythe,  still  living  and  unmarried.  Edward 
Thomas,  born  February  14,  1808,  died  Septem- 
ber 23,  1843.  He  was  married  November  30, 
1841,  to  Catherine  D.  Bowie,  who  died  October 

18,  1856,  aged  thirty-eight,  leaving  one  son, 
Richard  (born  September  5,  1842),  who  married 
Sophia,  daughter  of  Hon.  Philip  Francis  Thomas, 
ex-governor  of  Maryland.  Joseph  Ennalls,  born 
March  6,  1810,  was  married  November  6,  1832, 
to  Elizabeth  H.  Darrow,  of  New  York,  and  had 
five  children:  Richard  Henry;  Frederick  Wright, 
who  married  Mary  Louisa  White,  of  New  York; 


Joseph  Ennalls,  Jr.;  William  H.,  who  married 
Florence  Joy,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  has  two 
children,  William  H.  Jr.;  and  Elsie  Caroline. 
William  James,  born  March  17,  1812,  was  mar- 
ried March  23,  1852,  to  his  cousin,  Elizabeth 
Purnell,  daughter  of  James  Trippe,  and  has  no 
children.  Mary  Harriett,  born  February  22,  1815, 
married,  May  23,  1854,  Barclay  Haskins,  of  Talbot 
County,  who  died  in  1877,  leaving  no  children. 
Robert  H./born  September  6,  1817,  was  married 
June  3,  1846,  to  Eliza  C.  Robinson,  of  Newark,  N. 
J.,  and  has  three  children:  Robert;  Theodore;  and 
Maggie,  wife  of  William  Smith,  of  Orange,  N. 
J.  Margaret  Helen,  born  August  11,  1820,  died 
October  8,  1839.  Nicholas  Hammond  is  the 
next.  Mary  Susannah,  born  February  3,  1803, 
died  October  25,  1804.  John,  the  third  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Skinner)  Trippe,  mar- 
ried Susan  Heron  and  has  five  children.  Will- 
iam Richard  married  Lavinia  Martin,  of  Talbot 
County,  a sister  of  the  late  Gov.  Daniel  Martin. 
She  died  childless  and  he  later  married  Marion 
Chamberlaine,  of  the  same  county,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children:  John,  Henrietta  and  Samuel 
C.  Trippe,  M.  D.  John  Fletcher  married  El- 
eanor Condit,  daughter  of  M.  T.  Silas  Condit,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  has  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. James  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Matthews,  of  New  York,  and  has  seven  sons, 
of  whom  Edward,  the  youngest,  died  young; 
and  Cuthbert.  Mary  Ann  married  Thomas  Old- 
ham Martin,  of  Talbot  County,  and  has  no  chil- 
dren. Edward,  born  August  5,  1765,  died  in 
infancy.  Mary  wedded  a Mr.  Benton,  of  Kent 
Island,  Md.,  and  died  November  21,  1795,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  and  six  months, 
while  on  a visit  to  Avonville  and  was  buried 
there.  She  had  no  children.  Edward,  the  fourth 
child  of  William  Trippe  and  his  wife,  Miss  Tate, 
was  twice  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Sarah  Byas,  widow  of  Joseph  Byas,  and  a sister 
of  Edward  Noel,  of  Castle  Haven.  Edward  had 
a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  James  was  a 
son  by  his  first  wife.  He  first  married  Elizabeth 
Purnell,  who  died  childless,  and  he  then  wedded 
Mary  Purnell,  of  Delaware,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children:  Joseph  Everitt,  Sarah,  Margaret 
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and  Elizabeth.  Joseph  Everitt,  born  July  18,1805, 
married  Sarah  Patterson  Cross,  of  Baltimore 
County,  and  to  them  were  born  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  two  sons,  James  and 
Henry,  died  in  infancy  and  one  daughter  also  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  are  as  follows:  Andrew 

Cross,  born  November  29,  1839,  was  married 
November  7,  1872,  to  Caroline  Augusta  McCon- 
key,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children:  James 
McConkey;  Andrew  Noel;  Sarah  Patterson;  and 
Grafton  Wallace,  deceased.  Joseph  Everitt,  born 
in  1844,  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Holliday,  of  Baltimore,  and  had  one  son,  Holli- 
day, since  deceased.  Mary  Purnell  is  the  wife 
of  William  Bell,  of  Baltimore  City,  and  has  no 
children.  Rachel  Elizabeth  is  unmarried.  Mary 
Purnell  married  John  Smith,  of  Dorchester 
County,  who  afterward  became  a resident  of  Bal- 
timore County.  They  had  two  daughters:  Mary 
Elizabeth;  and  Anne,  who  died  unmarried  in 
1878.  Elizabeth  Purnell  married  her  cousin, 
William  James  Trippe,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
(Ennalls)  Trippe,  and  has  no  children.  John, 
the  fifth  child  of  William  Trippe  and  Miss  Tate, 
was  born  April  17,  1711,  and  died  April  24,  1778. 
In  1743  he  married  Elizabeth  Noel,  who  was 
born  April  25,  1729,  and  to  them  were  born 
twenty-one  children,  of  whom  the  following 
reached  years  of  maturity:  Amelia,  William, 

Henrietta,  Elizabeth,  Levin,  Frances,  James, 
Sarah,  Margaret,  Harriet,  John,  Mary  and  Ed- 
ward. The  father  left  to  his  son  James  Todd’s 
Point,  but  as  he  died  childless  it  became  the  prop- 
erty of  the  youngest  son,  Edward,  who  is  the 
only  male  survivor  of  that  large  family.  Amelia, 
born  March  27,  1744,  died  June  17,  1773.  She 
married  Col.  James  Woolford,  of  Dorchester 
County,  and  left  one  son,  Roger,  who  married  a 
lady  of  that  county;  and  a daughter,  who  also 
married.  William,  born  March  19,  1746,  mar- 
ried his  cousin  Mary  Noel  and  died,  leaving  three 
children:  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1755  and 
married  Capt.  John  Hughes,  of  Somerset  County, 
Md.;  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  October  20,  1791, 
and  married  James  Price,  of  Talbot  County,  by 
w'hom  she  had  one  daughter,  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Hooper,  of  DorcbestertCounty; 


and  John,  a lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy, 
who  distinguished  himself  at  Tripoli,  and  also 
commanded  the  United  States  brig  Siren  at  Ha- 
vana. Henrietta,  born  April  16,  1748,  married 
Colonel  Birkhead,  father  of  the  late  Dr.  Solon 
Birkhead,  and  died  leaving  two  sons:  William, 
who  married,  and  Levin,  who  died  unmarried;  and 
four  daughters.  Elizabeth,  born  February  17, 
1750,  married  her  cousin,  Basil  Noel,  but  had  no 
children.  Levin,  born  March  17,  1752,  married 
the  widow  of  his  cousin  James,  son  of  William, 
and  was  killed  in  a naval  engagement  during  the 
Revolution.  He  left  no  children.  His  widow, 
Nancy  Dawson,  of  Bayside,  Talbot  County,  after- 
ward married  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  Baltimore,  who 
survived  her.  She  was  a famous  beauty,  and  Dr. 
Trippe,  of  this  sketch,  has  her  medallion  likeness. 
She  was  born  at  Avonville  and  died  in  Baltimore. 
Frances,  born  September  4,  1755,  married  John 
E.  Gist,  of  Baltimore  County,  and  had  three 
children:  William,  Henrietta  and  Harriett.  Will- 
iam married  Eliza,  daughter  of  General  Eccles- 
ton,  of  Dorchester  County,  and  had  three  daugh- 
ters: Henrietta,  Valeria  and  Margaret;  and  one 
son,  John  Trippe  Gist,  who  married  a lady  in 
Florida  and  died  not  long  afterward,  leaving  a 
pair  of  twins,  who  have  since  died.  Henrietta 
married  Mr.  Creighton,  of  Cambridge  and  died 
in  1878,  leaving  a family.  Valeria  married  James 
Chaplain,  of  Cambridge,  Dorchester  County,  and 
left  one  daughter,  Henrietta,  who  married  John 
Richard  Keen,  of  Dorchester  County.  Margaret 
married  Solomon  Higgins,  of  Dorchester  County, 
but  had  no  children.  James,  born  September 
28,  1758,  died  June  13,  1826.  He  was  married 
January  29,  1796,  to  his  cousin,  Henrietta  Rogers 
(Hennie  Trippe),  who  was  born  November  7, 
1775,  and  died  May  27,  1858.  They  had  110 chil- 
dren. Sarah,  born  March  19,  1761,  died  Decem- 
ber 18,  1794,  became  the  second  wife  of  Maj. 
Peter  Webb,  of  Talbot  County,  and  had  no  chil- 
dren. Margaret,  born  May  19,  1762,  died  March 
11,  1785.  She  was  the  first  wife  of  Major  Webb, 
and  died  leaving  a daughter,  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried Richard  Thomas,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
Md.,  a lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy,  and 
had  three  daughters:  Margaret,  who  married 
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Judge  Philemon  B.  Hopper,  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  had  three  children,  all  now  deceased; 
Frances  E. , who  married  John  B.  Spencer,  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  died  childless;  and 
Mar}\  who  died  unmarried.  Harriet,  born  March 
18,  1764,  died  August  1,  1800.  She  married 
William  Ennalls,  of  Dorchester  County,  and  left 
one- daughter,  Mary,  who  was  born  May  28, 
1799,  and  married  Samuel  Corner,  of  Dorchester 
County,  and  died  December  2,  1870.  John,  born 
November  21,  1765,  died  March  24,  1778,  unmar- 
ried. Mary,  born  October  23,  1767,  died  June  4, 
1831.  She  was  married  May  10,  1796,  to  Maj. 
Peter  Webb,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Peter 
Webb,  who  married  Elizabeth  Dickinson,  but 
had  no  children.  Mary  afterward  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  Dickinson,  of  Talbot  County, 
an  elder  brother  of  her  son’s  wife,  and  to  them 
was  born  a son,  Samuel  A.,  who  married  Maria 
Goldsborough,  of  Caroline  County,  Md.,  and  had 
five  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  mar- 
ried her  cousin,  William  Thomas,  of  Anne  Arun- 
del County,  Md. 

Edward,  father  of  Dr.  Trippe,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this’ sketch,  was  born  January  29,  1771, 
and  died  February  2,  1846.  He  was  three  times 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth  Barney, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Bond)  Barney,  of 
Baltimore,  and  she  died  leaving  three  daughters: 
Harriet  Choirs,  Mary  Webb  and  Ann.  For  his 
second  wife  he  chose  Anne  Tolly  Towson,  a 
daughter  of  Gen.  William  Towson,  of  Baltimore 
County,  and  she  died  childless.  He  then  wed- 
ded a distant  relative,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Trippe, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Ennalls)  Trippe, 
who  died  leaving  one  son,  Edward  R.,  of  this 
review.  Of  the  children  by  the  first  marriage 
both  Mary  Webb  and  Ann  died  unmarried.  Har- 
riet Choirs  married  William  Palmer,  of  Balti- 
more, and  to  them  were  born  four  children:  Ed- 
ward Trippe,  deceased;  William  Preston;  David 
Keener;  and  Elizabeth  Barney,  who  married  John 
Pole  Fowler,  of  Baltimore,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Mary  Trippe  and  Kate  Palmer.  In  early  life  the 
doctor’s  father  lived  in  Baltimore  and  was  a sea 
captain.  Afterwards  he  was  the  originator  of  a 


line  of  travel  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia, 
via  Frenchtown  and  Newcastle.  He  built  the 
first  steamboat  that  was  built  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, was  part  owner  and  captain  and  run  this 
boat  (and  others  as  the  travel  increased)  for 
many  years  to  Frenchtown,  forming  the  southern 
end  of  that  line.  After  the  P.  W.  & B.  R.  R. 
was  built  these  two  lines  joined,  and  in  after  years 
the  old  line  was  abandoned.  He  later  removed 
to  the  old  homestead  at  Todd’s  Point,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Dr.  Trippe  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  was  provided  with 
excellent  opportunities  for  securing  a good  liter- 
ary education,  first  attending  the  Easton  Acad- 
emy and  later  the  college  of  Burlington,  N.  J. 
He  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
Maryland  University,  where  he  graduated  in  1862, 
and  he  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Easton.  Later 
he  removed  to  the  old  homestead  and  in  connec- 
tion with  its  management  continued  to  prosecute 
his  profession  until  1876,  when  he  returned  to 
Easton,  and  has  since  made  this  place  his  home. 
He  has  been  eminently  successful  in  practice  and 
has  won  a foremost  place  in  the  medical  frater- 
nity of  the  Eastern  Shore. 

In  1864  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
Trippe  and  Miss  Melusina  E.  Schwartze,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Schwartze,  of  Baltimore  County, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  still  living,  namely:  Sophia  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Alexis  G.  Pascault,  of  Easton,  and 
died  leaving  no  children;  Edward,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  coffee  business  in  Mexico;  Melusina,  wife 
of  Henry  Holly  day,  of  Easton;  Fredericka  Ley- 
pold,  at  home;  Augustus  Schwartze;  Henry  S. 
and  Elvino  Dickinson.  The  doctor  is  a Demo- 
crat; he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  Masons  in 
the  state,  having  taken  the  thirty-third  degree.  He 
is  past  master  of  Coats  Lodge  No.  102,  of  Easton; 
past  high  priest  of  Talbot  Chapter  No.  22,  R.  A. 
M.;  past  master  of  Jeshua  Council  No.  8,  R.  & 
S.  M.;  and  eminent  commander  of  Chesapeake 
Commandery  No.  xo,  K.  T.  He  is  also  past 
grand  high  priest  of  Maryland,  and  his  life  has 
ever  beeti  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  this 
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old  and  honorable  fraternity.  With  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  he  and  his  family  hold 
membership  and  the  position  which  they  occupy 
in  social  circles  is  one  of  prominence. 

— — J (0f  1 — — 

EAPT.  C.  C.  FALLIN  resides  in  Strait  dis- 
trict, Dorchester  County,  where  since  1867 
he  has  occupied  a finely  improved  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres.  About  1870  he  repaired  and 
remodeled  a building  at  Bishops  Head  and  opened 
up  a general  store,  where  he  has  since  carried  on 
a mercantile  business.  I11  addition  to  this,  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  post- 
master. An  active  Democrat,  he  has  always  taken 
an  interest  in  political  affairs  and  in  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  He  served  as  county  com- 
missioner for  one  term  and  has  held  other  local 
offices  of  trust. 

Near  his  present  home  Captain  Fallin  was  born 
October  8,  1836,  the  son  of  William  and  Sallie 
(McNamara)  Fallin.  His  grandfather,  William 
Fallin,  Sr. , was  a descendant  of  English  ancestors 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Dorchester  County,  of 
which  he  was  a native.  The  father  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  here.  When  a young  man  he 
followed  the  water  and  was  for  some  time  em- 
ployed as  a captain  on  a vessel  running  between 
Baltimore  and  Havana  and  South  Carolina.  His 
later  days  were  spent  on  the  home  farm,  where 
he  died  at  sixty-four  years  of  age.  Active  in 
political  life  and  stanch  in  his  advocacy  of  Re- 
publican principles,  he  was  elected  on  the  party 
ticket  to  a number  of  offices.  For  some  time  he 
served  as  constable  and  also  held  the  position  of 
deputy  sheriff.  His  wife,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  was  the  mother  of  four  children  now  liv- 
ing: Laura  M.,  wife  of  J.  E.  Wingate;  C.  C.; 
Virginia,  who  married  George  W.  Wingate;  and 
William,  of  Baltimore. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  left  home  and  spent  the  ensuing  ten 
years  upon  the  water  in  the  oyster  business. 
After  carrying  on  a wholesale  business  for  a 


time  he  retired  from  that  work  and  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  later  also  engaging  in  mer- 
chandising. He  is  connected  with  a number  of 
fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Heptasoplis, 
of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  some  time.  At 
this  writing  he  is  interested  in  the  Home  In- 
surance Company,  which  has  a large  patronage 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  and  his  family 
regularly  attend  the  services  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  By  his  marriage  to  Angie, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Edgar,  he  has  three  children, 
Wade  H.,  William  C.  and  Edgar,  all  at  home. 
He  has  been  a hard-working  man,  tireless  in  his 
labors  to  provide  for  his  family  and  surround 
them  with  the  comforts  of  life.  The  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts  is  therefore  justly 
merited. 


H ARLES  W.  BROHAWN,  of  Salem,  Dor- 
chester County,  purchased  the  business  of 
the  Union  Store  Company  here  about  five 
years  ago,  and  has  since  conducted  the  same 
with  gratifying  financial  results.  He  is  a young 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  executive  ability  and 
displays  the  good  judgment  that  is  not  always 
manifested  by  commercial  men  of  twice  his  years. 
If  pluck  and  perseverance  should  win,  then  he 
will  surely  prosper  in  the  battle  of  life,  for  he 
has  indomitable  spirit  and  will  power  and  it  is 
safe  to  predict  a bright  future  for  him.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  whatever  makes  for  the  public 
good  and  in  his  political  convictions  is  a Demo- 
crat. He  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a delegate 
to  county  and  state  conventions  of  his  party, 
and  was  once  a candidate  for  the  legislature. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  came 
to  Maryland  with  his  father  from  Ireland  prior 
to  the  Revolution  here,  and  settled  in  the  'first 
district.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  hold  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  state.  Sam- 
uel, father  of  Charles  W.  Brohawn,  was  born  in 
the  first  district  of  this  county  in  1818,  and  was  a 
life-long  farmer.  He  died  in  1881.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Fluharty  (her 
father  having  been  Garrison  Fluharty,  of  Fred- 
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ericksburg,  Caroline  County)  is  still  living,  aged 
sixty-eight  years.  Three  of  her  children  survive: 
Samuel,  of  Cambridge;  Clara  H.,  wife  of  Stephen 
R.  Le  Compte;  and  C.  W.  The  father  was  a 
pillar  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
held  nearly  all  of  the  official  positions  in  the  con- 
gregation. 

Charles  W.  Brohawn  was  born  on  a place  about 
two  miles  from  Salem,  March  28,  1870.  He  was 
reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  was  a pupil  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood. 
He  was  an  apt  student  and  made  rapid  progress 
in  mastering  the  practical  elements  of  education, 
and  when  in  his  twentieth  year  he  applied  for  a 
school,  and  after  having  passed  the  required 
examinations,  was  placed  in  charge  of  one.  Dur- 
ing the  following  three  years  he  taught  with 
gratifying  success  in  Salem  and  Little  Mills  dis- 
tricts and  at  the  end  of  this  period  he  decided  to 
embark  in  a mercantile  establishment.  Ac- 
cordingly he  bought  out  his  predecessors  in  his 
present  store  and  has  enlarged  the  stock  from 
time  to  time,  replacing  the  old  lines  with  newer 
and  fresher  goods.  He  is  courteous  and  ac- 
commodating, and  his  customers  are  always  his 
friends.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Senior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  is  senior 
councilor  of  the  local  lodge. 

Upon  the  12th  of  July,  1894,  Mr.  Brohawn 
married  Miss  Katie  M.  Wright,  ofHurlock,  Dor- 
chester County,  and  a daughter  of  S.  M.  Wright, 
of  that  place.  They  have  one  little  child,  Oma 
by  name,  the  sunshine  and  delight  of  the  happy 
household. 


ILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  who  was  sum- 
moned to  his  reward  after  a good  and  useful 
life,  May  29,  1889,  was  a highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  the  sixth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County.  He  was  an  earnest  and  zealous  Chris- 
tian, one  who  daily  exemplified  his  lofty  prin- 
ciples, and  nobly  strove  to  follow  the  teaching  of 
the  golden  rule.  For  many  years  he  was  a valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
at  one  time  or  another  held  nearly  every  official 


position  connected  with  the  local  congregation 
with  which  he  was  identified.  He  was  a class- 
leader,  steward  and  trustee,  and  was  the  efficient 
and  popular  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  a long  time.  His  heart  and  sympathies  were 
sure  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed,  and  his  frequent  and  generous  chari- 
ties lightened  the  burdens  of  many  a soul  who 
came  across  his  pathway.  His  right  hand  rarely 
knew  what  his  left  hand  did,  for  he  was  a man 
of  conscience,  one  who  was  not  working  for  the 
commendation  of  the  world,  but  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  heart. 

Joseph  Richardson,  father  of  the  above,  was 
also  a man  of  upright  Christian  life,  and  early 
inculcated  into  his  children  noble  ideals  of  action. 
He  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  born  in  Caro- 
line County,  Md.  For  many  years  he  dwelt 
upon  the  farm  where  the  widow  of  our  subject 
now  resides,  the  place  being  known  as  Maiden 
Hall.  The  homestead  comprises  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres,  and  is  well  improved  with 
substantial  buildings.  He  was  a class-leader  and 
steward  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Richardson  was  born  January  1,  1827, 
near  Denton,  in  Caroline  County,  and  in  boyhood 
was  a student  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  early 
initiated  into  the  arduous  labors  of  agriculture, 
and  after  his  eighteenth  year  gave  all  of  his 
time  to  his  father  for  several  years.  In  1876  he 
bought  the  farm,  but  rented  it  to  suitable  ten- 
ants until  1884,  when  he  moved  upon  it,  and  here 
passed  his  remaining  days.  He  was  a successful 
business  man,  but  did  not  make  the  accumulation 
of  property  or  wealth  his  main  object  in  life,  as 
too  many  do  nowadays.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows’  society,  and  was  not  affiliated 
with  any  other  fraternities.  A Democrat  from  a 
political  point  of  view,  he  would  not  accept  of 
office,  preferring  to  attend  strictly  to  his  own  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  to  devote  his  spare  time  to  his 
family  circle.  He  was  a fond  husband  and  father, 
and  was  a sincere  friend  and  good  neighbor. 

April  17,  1872,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Richard- 
son and  Miss  Malissa  Turner  was  celebrated  at 
Ruthsburg.  Her  father,  Hon.  James  Turner, 
was  a very  prominent  man  in  Caroline  County, 
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Md.,  and  served  in  the  state  legislature  anc\  sen- 
ate with  great  credit  to  himself  and  the  party 
which  elected  him.  Two  children  of  our  worthy 
subject  and  wife  are  living  and  are  respected 
young  people  of  good  attainments,  their  names 
being  respectively  Sarah  M.  and  Francis  A.  Mrs. 
Richardson  is  now  managing  the  farm,  and  has 
displayed  unusual  ability  as  a financier  and  prac- 
tical business  woman. 


(JJTEPHEN  P.  JUMP  is  a very  influential 
farmer  of  the  sixth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
W County,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  magis- 
trate, having  been  appointed  to  that  position  in 
1883,  his  term  expiring  in  1896.  His  record 
was  a most  creditable  one,  and  quite  notable  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  almost  invariably  upheld  by 
the  higher  courts,  as  he  never  had  a case  re- 
versed and  only  three  appealed.  He  stands  high 
in  the  local  Democracy,  and  was  a candidate  for 
the  legislature  in  the  fall  of  1896.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  town  of  Queen  Anne. 

Henry  Jump,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a son 
of  Alanby  Jump,  a hero  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  was  a native  of  Caroline  County,  and 
departed  this  life  in  1856.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  and  his  brother  Robert  went  to  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio,  and  there  they  were  interested  in 
conducting  a cooperage  for  some  time.  In  the 
war  of  1812  he  served  as  an  officer  in  a Maryland 
brigade.  Henry  Jump  was  three  times  married 
and  by  his  last  union  had  five  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  only  survivor.  The  mother, 
who  died  in  1848,  was  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Robert  Baynard,  of  Caroline  County.  By  his 
former  unions  Henry  Jump  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Mrs.  Alaxine 
Hopkins,  of  Annapolis,  mother  of  Deputy  Comp- 
troller Harry  J.  Hopkins. 

Stephen  P.  Jump  was  born  August  28,  1840. 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in  the  sixth  dis- 
trict. His  advantages  in  the  shape  of  an  educa- 
tion were  extremely  meager,  but  he  attended  a 
classical  institute  ten  months.  He  is  therefore 


more  entitled  to  credit,  as  he  is  self-educated  and 
self-made.  His  mind  was  bright  and  receptive, 
and  by  private  study  and  general  reading  he 
made  himself  the  well-informed  man  that  he  is 
to-day.  His  first  venture  in  the  business  world 
was  about  1859,  when  he  obtained  a clerkship 
with  the  late  William  Parrott.  He  continued  in 
the  store  of  that  gentleman  some  three  years, 
then  turning  his  attention  to  agriculture.  Up  to 
1874  he  was  thus  occupied  exclusively,  but  since 
that  date  he  has  also  conducted  a store  here,  and 
has  managed  one  at  Kingston  as  well  for  several 
years.  His  homestead,  Pemberton  Resurvey,  is 
a fine  place  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  acres,  on  which  a general  line  of  products  is 
raised. 

Maj'  26,  1864,  Mr.  Jump  and  Maggie  A.  Lee 
were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  a daughter 
of  William  T.  Lee,  of  Talbot  County,  and  was 
the  mother  of  two  sons,  Harry  L.  and  Fred  P., 
both  intelligent,  active  young  business  men. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  Mr.  Jump  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  official  board  and  an  attendant  at  dis- 
trict conferences.  Mrs.  Jump  died  July  16,  1893. 


NCLAY  DERINGER,  who  is  living  retired  in 
Locust  Grove,  Md. , was  born  in  1855,  in  Del- 
aware, a son  of  M.  and  A.  G.  (Woodland) 
Deringer,  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Kent 
County,  Md.,  respectively.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a native  of  Germany  and  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  the  new  world.  Henry 
C.  Deringer,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Easton, 
Pa.,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Phil- 
adelphia, where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  Deringer  pistol,  of  which  he  was  the  in- 
ventor, and  his  son,  B.  M.,  also  became  interested 
in  that  business.  The  latter  made  his  home  near 
Newcastle,  Del.,  where  he  died  in  1878,  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years.  His  children  are:  Mrs. 
William  P.  Duncan;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kelley;  H.  Clay; 
Mary  N.  and  Woodland. 

In  Philadelphia,  H.  Clay  Deringer  spent  his 
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early  life  and  acquired  his  education  in  its  public 
schools.  For  a number  of  years  after  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  firm  of  J.  James  Clark,  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  Deringer  revolver.  Later  he  engaged  in  the 
commission  business  in  Philadelphia  for  some 
time,  and  was  afterward  confidential  clerk  for 
William  P.  Duncan,  in  Philipsburg,  Pa.,  but 
since  1894  has  lived  retired  in  the  village  of  Locust 
Grove,  Kent  County,  Md.,  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest. 

On  attaining  to  man’s  estate,  Mr.  Deringer 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Hurtt,  a 
daughter  of  W.  W.  Hurtt,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  Estalena  and  William  Dun- 
can. The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  socially  Mr.  Deringer  is  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows’  lodge  of  Philips- 
burg, Pa.  Courteous  and  pleasant  in  manner,  he 
makes  friends  easily,  and  wherever  known  is 
held  in  the  highest  regard. 

— — $ — » • -3-0*  * — * 

LBERT  G.  TOWERS,  a rising  young  at- 
torney-at-law of  Denton,  Caroline  County, 
comes  from  one  of  the  representative  fam- 
ilies of  the  county,  and  has  inherited  talent  and 
patriotism  from  most  worthy  ancestors.  Though 
in  America  we  claim  to  be  and  are  Democratic  in 
one  sense,  we  agree,  nevertheless,  in  the  philos- 
phy  of  heredity  and  acknowledge  that  the  man 
who  is  descended  from  a line  of  upright,  honora- 
ble, just  ancestors  is  to  be  congratulated.  Mr. 
Towers,  of  whom  we  write,  is  fortunate  in  this 
respect,  and  is  a young  man  of  fine  mental  attri- 
butes and  social  qualities,  which  make  him  a 
general  favorite  wherever  he  goes. 

His  great-grandfather,  Curtis  Towers,  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Caroline  County  in  his  later 
years,  and  reached  the  extreme  age  of  ninety- 
eight.  Grandfather  Elijah  Towers  was  born 
and  reared  in  this  county  and  also  owned  large 
estates  which  he  cultivated  with  marked  success. 
He  was  a prominent  man  in  his  community,  and 
at  one  time  acted  in  the  capacity  of  county  com- 


missioner here.  Albert  G.  is  the  second  child  in 
the  family  of  William  F.  and  Mary  A.  (Garey) 
Towers,  both  natives  of  this  locality.  Their  eld- 
est-born was  named  Lawrence  B.,  and  the  young- 
est is  Thomas  F.  The  father  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican and  in  1885  was  elected  by  his  friends 
to  the  responsible  position  of  county  treasurer, 
his  term  running  until  1889.  He  is  universally 
respected  and  made  a good  record  for  himself 
and  constituents  while  officiating  as  a public 
servant. 

Albert  G.  Towers  was  born  August  1,  1873, 
in  this  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  element- 
ary branches  of  learning  in  her  common  schools, 
a part  of  the  time  being  enrolled  as  a student  in 
Denton.  In  1890,  when  but  seventeen,  he  went 
away  from  home  and  attended  the  Maryland 
Agricultural  College  at  College  Park,  Prince 
George’s  County,  for  about  two  years.  Having 
fully  made  up  his  mind  to  adopt  a professional 
career,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Jump  and  for  two  years  put  in  all  his  time  in 
covering  the  required  lines  of  study.  He  then 
presented  himself  for  examination,  was  admitted 
to  practice  before  the  courts  of  his  county,  and 
has  built  up  an  extensive  clientage. 


EV.  THOMAS  F.  WALDRON,  pastor  of 
the  Catholic  Church  of  Easton,  was  born 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  8,  1866,  and 
is  a son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Margaret  (Gillen) 
Waldron,  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and 
made  a brief  sojourn  in  New  York,  but  soon  re- 
moved westward  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness. At  this  writing  he  resides  in  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  where  he  is  living  in  re- 
tirement from  active  business  cares.  When  in 
business  he  was  active,  energetic,  efficient  and 
capable,  and  while  he  never  became  wealthy,  he 
acquired  the  possession  of  a modest  competency, 
sufficient  to  surround  his  family  with  the  com- 
forts of  life. 
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The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  Cincinnati.  After  his  father  removed 
to  Pennsylvania  he  entered  the  high  school  of 
Pottsville,  where  he  was  a student  for  a time. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  a college  situ- 
ated in  the  suburbs  of  Philadelphia,  where  he 
remained  a diligent  student  until  his  graduation 
in  1885.  Wishing  to  prepare  for  the  priesthood, 
he  matriculated  at  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  Balti- 
more, and  there  his  theological  studies  were 
earnestly  prosecuted.  In  Wilmington,  Del.,  he 
was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  July  3,  1892,  and 
at  the  same  time  received  an  assignment  to  St. 
Peter’s  in  that  city.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  however,  he  came  to  Easton,  and  here  he 
has  since  remained,  giving  his  attention  to  the 
spiritual  oversight  of  St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s 
and  having  under  his  immediate  supervision  four 
churches  and  five  mission  stations  in  Talbot  and 
Dorchester  Counties.  Such  is  his  ability  and 
such  his  earnestness  that  already  he  has  attained 
a prominent  place  in  the  priesthood. 


ILLIAM  H.  LOPER  is  the  “village  black- 
smith’’ of  Millington,  Kent  County,  Md., 
and  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  this  place; 
he  is  a young  man  of  many  admirable  qualities, 
and  possesses  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  an  expert  in  his  line  and  has  been  a master 
workman  for  several  years,  understanding  every 
requirement  of  the  trade  and  giving  entire  satis- 
faction to  his  numerous  customers.  Since  his 
father’s  death,  in  1894,  he  has  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness formerly  conducted  by  his  elder,  and  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  the  shop  and  all  its  appliances. 

Charles  P.  Loper,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  anc  in  his  native  place 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  when  a boy.  He 
continued  to  work  in  this  business  there  until 
1 857 , when  he  came  to  Millington  and  was  em- 
ployed by  J.  A.  Edwards  for  several  years.  He 
then  purchased  the  shop  owned  by  that  gentle- 
man and  carried  on  the  trade  until  shortly  before 
his  demise.  That  event  occurred  in  1894,  as 


previously  stated,  when  he  was  in  his  sixtieth 
year.  He  was  much  respected  by  all  with  whom 
he  had  any  dealings,  for  he  was  a man  of  strict 
integrity.  A great  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
local  Democracy,  he  served  as  county  commis- 
sioner for  three  terms,  and  was  president  of  the 
board  two  terms,  making  a most  creditable 
record.  His  father  was  a farmer  near  the  village 
of  Bridgeton,  N.  J.  The  wife  of  C.  P.  Loper  was 
Mary  J.  Huntsman  before  her  marriage.  She 
was  also  reared  in  the  vicinityof  Bridgeton;  is  still 
living  and  has  her  three  younger  children  with 
her  at  her  home  in  Millington.  They  are  named 
respectively,  Mary  E.,  Howard  L.  and  Lindon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  his 
parents  family,  having  been  born  April  8,  1859. 
He  received  a good  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Millington  Academy,  and  has  al- 
ways been  fond  of  reading  and  study.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  his  spare  time  in  the  shop,  and  when 
in  his  seventeenth  year  commenced  to  regularly 
learn  the  trade.  Thus  he  was  able  to  take 
charge  of  the  whole  management  when  his  father 
died,  and  has  held  his  own  ever  since.  He 
bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  is  doing  very 
well.  He  voted  for  the  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  is  not  so  active  a worker  as  was 
his  father.  Though  not  a member  of  the  church 
he  and  his  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Millington,  and  contribute  to  its  sup- 
port. Mr.  Loper  married  Miss  Mary  E. , daugh- 
ter of  Franklin  Taylor,  of  this  place,  and  have 
one  child,  Lillian. 


RICHARD  G.  DUCKETT  is  a retired  busi- 
ness man,  who  is  quietly  engaged  in  the 
routine  of  rural  life,  after  a very  busy,  act- 
ive career  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  His  estate  is 
beautifully  situated  in  the  third  district  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md.,  and  is  fittingly  styled 
Cedarhurst.  Its  broad  acres  number  about  two 
hundred,  and  general  farming  is  carried  on  by 
the  owner.  He  stands  high  among  the  Odd 
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Fellows,  having  joined  their  ranks  forty  years 
ago,  and  since  then  has  been  honored  with  sev- 
eral offices.  His  whole  life  has  been  marked  for 
its  uniform  integrity,  uprightness  and  high  prin- 
ciples of  action. 

The  subject  of  this  article  is  related  to  the 
Ridgeley  family,  so  prominent  in  the  history  of 
Maryland,  and  to  Commodore  Sturett  and  others 
noted  for  one  thing  or  another.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Richard  Giddings,  was  a represent- 
ative old  settler  of  Baltimore  County  and  owned 
a large  tract  of  land.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
and  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  hardware 
dealers  in  Baltimore  City,  and  foremost  in  matters 
of  public  interest.  The  father  of  Richard  G.  was 
Judson  N.  Duckett,  a native  of  Prince  George’s 
County,  Md.  He  always  followed  an  agricult- 
ural life  and  was  but  a boy  when  he  removed  to 
Baltimore  County.  He  promoted  the  industry 
of  the  farmers  by  advocating  and  organizing  fairs 
and  cattle  shows,  and  displayed  unusual  energy 
in  whatever  venture  he  undertook.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Giddings,  and  one  of  their  two  children 
is  deceased. 

Richard  G.  Duckett  was  born  near  Long 
Green,  Baltimore  County,  Md.,  November  9, 
1827,  and  when  he  had  arrived  at  suitable  years 
he  attended  the  Sherwood  Park  school  in  Balti- 
more County.  When  he  was  sixteen  he  obtained 
a clerkship,  and  was  in  different  positions  from 
that  time  until  1864.  He  then  accepted  a place 
as  cashier  in  the  Baltimore  City  collector’s  office, 
and  was  so  faithful  and  expeditious  and  thor- 
oughly trustworthy  in  every  respect  that  he  was 
retained  in  that  position  consecutively  twenty - 
eight  years.  In  1892  his  health  seemed  in  danger 
of  breaking  down  and  he  resigned  his  place  to 
come  to  his  present  home.  This  place  he  has 
owned  for  thirteen  years,  and  the  change  of  occu- 
pation and  the  fresh  air  and  country  living  have 
done  wonders  for  him  already.  He  is  a vestry- 
man in  St.  Luke’s  Church  at  Church  Hill,  and  is 
a valued  worker  in  the  same. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  his  birth, 
November  9,  1853,  Mr.  Duckett  married  Miss 
Josephine  A.  Vickery.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Graham,  Richard  and  Katie  are 


still  at  home.  Mrs.  Duckett  is  a daughter  of 
Stephen  Thomas  Vickery  and  granddaughter  of 
Captain  Vickery,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

— — j — 1 — ■«-—£— — 

*21  WARREN  MUNDY.  Prominent  among 
the  business  men  of  Cambridge  is  Mr. 
Mundy,  who  for  almost  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury has  been  closely  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  city,  while  his  name  has  been  inseparably 
connected  with  its  industrial  and  political  inter- 
ests. He  is  a man  of  keen  discrimination  and 
sound  judgment,  and  his  executive  ability  and 
excellent  management  have  brought  to  the  en- 
terprise with  which  he  is  connected  a high  degree 
of  success. 

Mr.  Mundy  was  born  in  Rahway,  N.  J.,  March 
10,  1855,  but  during  childhood  was  taken  to 
Newark,  that  state,  by  his  parents,  Henry  E.  and 
Fannie  C.  (Crowell)  Mundy,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  New  Jersey,  the  father  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  Of  their  eight  children,  five  reached 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  J.  Crowell,  superin- 
tendent of  public  works  in  Newark,  N.  J.;  Henry 
H.,  a lumberman  of  that  place;  William  B.,  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  the  J.  S.  Mundy  Engine 
Works;  Joseph  S.,  a manufacturer  of  hoisting  and 
stationary  engines  in  Newark;  and  G.  Warren. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  began  his  education,  and  later 
was  a student  in  the  Newark  Military  Academy. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  learning  the 
machine  business,  but  on  account  of  throat 
trouble  was  forced  for  a time  to  travel  in  Florida. 
Having  regained  his  health,  he  returned  to  New- 
ark and  soon  after  came  to  Cambridge,  Md.,  at 
the  request  of  his  uncle,  Ell  wood  Birdsall,  who 
was  financially  interested  in  the  Cambridge 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  was  organized 
by  J.  W.  Crowell  & Co.,  who  failed.  After  as- 
sisting in  re-organizing  the  company,  Mr.  Mundy 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  machinery  de- 
partment, as  it  required  an  expert  machinist,  and 
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he  put  in  all  the  machinery  in  their  extensive 
plant,  which  comprises  a barrel  factory,  sawmill, 
flour  and  hominy  mills. 

Mr.  Mundy  had  previously  come  to  Cambridge 
in  1872  and  1875  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  and 
already  made  many  friends  before  locating  per- 
manently October  26,  1877.  He  continued  to 
serve  as  superintending  machinist  for  the  Cam- 
bridge Manufacturing  Company  until  1890,  when 
he  became  an  incorporator  of  the  Cambridge  Ice 
Company,  whose  capital  stock  was  $30,000,  and 
he  was  also  active  in  reorganizing  that  company 
into  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  in  1893.  It 
has  three  wells  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  feet 
deep,  seven  miles  of  mains,  and  is  now  capitalized 
at  $63,000,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
ice  and  furnishing  water  to  the  city.  Mr.  Mundy 
is  the  superintendent  of  the  Cambridge  Water 
Company,  and  has  been  the  prime  mover  in 
every  enterprise  calculated  for  the  municipal  im- 
provement of  Cambridge.  In  connection  with 
his  brother,  Joseph  S.  Mundy,  he  has  become 
interested  in  the  splendid  water  front  property  at 
Sandy  Hill,  now  called  Clinton  Place,  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty -two  acres,  beau- 
tifully located  on  the  Choptank.  In  the  past  two 
years  they  have  expended  large  sums  of  money 
in  building  up  and  improving  the  place,  and  it 
now  ranks  among  the  first  homes  on  the  Eastern 
Shore. 

In  1881  Mr.  Mundy  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Maggie  K.  Applegarth,  of  Baltimore,  a 
daughter  of  William  Applegarth,  now  deceased, 
and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  Eliza- 
beth, Fannie  and  Catharine. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mundy  is  a Republican,  but  at 
local  elections  votes  independent  of  party  ties, 
and  he  has  ever  taken  an  active  and  commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Cambridge,  and  during  the 
six  years  that  he  most  acceptably  filled  that 
office  the  water  works  were  put  in  and  many 
other  needed  improvements  were  made  in  the 
city.  He  organized  the  first  fire  company, 
known  as  the  Rescue  Fire  Company,  in  1882, 
was  elected  its  first  chief  and  served  as  such  until 
1888.  Its  building  and  engine  house  on  Gay 


street  are  spaciously  appointed  and  fitted  up  in 
the  most  modern  style,  and  the  company  is  pro- 
vided with  a first-class  fire  engine,  a No.  4 Silsby 
Rotary,  manufactured  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. ; 
three  hose  carts  with  twenty-five  hundred  feet  of 
hose;  and  one  hook  and  ladder  truck.  The  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  company  is  worth  $13,000 
and  Clement  T.  Mowbery  is  the  custodian.  Mr. 
Mundy  is  still  a director  in  the  Cambridge  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  in  advancing  his  own 
business  interests  he  has  materially  aided  in  the 
upbuilding  and  development  of  the  city.  He  is 
now  the  oldest  vestryman  in  Christ  Episcopal 
Church  on  High  street,  Cambridge,  having  filled 
that  position  since  1879,  and  was  a member  of 
the  building  committee  that  erected  their  mag- 
nificent new  house  of  worship.  Fraternally  he  is 
a thirty-third-degree  Mason.  The  career  of  Mr. 
Mundy  has  ever  been  such  as  to  warrant  the 
trust  and  confidence  of  the  business  world,  for  he 
has  ever  conducted  all  transactions  on  the  strict- 
est principles  of  honor  and  integrity.  His  devo- 
tion to  the  public  good  is  unquestioned  and  arises 
from  a sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow - 
men. 


NON.  WILLIAM  F.  APPLEGARTH  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  business  men  of 
Dorchester  County,  being  the  owner  of  a 
general  store  at  Golden  Hill,  also  having  valuable 
farming  land  in  Lake  district,  besides  other  in- 
vestments and  important  holdings  in  mortgages. 
A native  of  Lake  district,  born  February  1 1,  1842, 
he  is  a son  of  John  E.  Applegarth,  who  was  born 
on  the  Choptank  River  in  this  county,  and  in  boy- 
hood accompanied  the  family  to  Lake  district, 
settling  on  a farm.  When  he  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age  his  father  died.  On  arriving  at 
man’s  estate  he  embarked  in  farming  pursuits, 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  1850.  From 
that  time  until  1853  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff, 
meantime,  in  1852,  also  holding  the  position  of 
assessor.  In  1854-55  he  was  sheriff  of  Dorchester 
County.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  here 
until  1855,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with  a 
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brother-in-law  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  boot 
and  shoe  business  in  Baltimore,  where  he  resided 
from  1857  until  1859,  devoting  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  the  store.  On  selling 
out  in  1859  he  returned  to  Lake  district.  In 
1865,  with  his  son,  our  subject,  he  engaged  in 
the  business  that  the  latter  still  conducts,  he  hav- 
ing purchased  his  father’s  interest  in  1881. 

On  again  retiring  from  business,  Mr.  Apple- 
garth  removed  to  Virginia  and  purchased  a farm, 
which  he  carried  on  for  a few  years.  He  then 
purchased  a residence  in  Martinsburg,  Va.,  and 
retired  from  active  labors.  His  death  occurred 
in  March,  1887,  when  he  was  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  When  a young  man  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  Whig  party,  and  upon  its  dissolu- 
tion became  a Democrat.  In  1884  he  united 
with  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  he  remained 
a member  until  his  death.  In  business  affairs 
he  was  quite  successful,  possessing  those  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart  so  indispensable  to  the  in- 
telligent prosecution  of  large  interests. 

_ The  Applegarth  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction. 
Our  subject’s  grandfather,  William,  was  born  in 
Neck  district,  Dorchester  County,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  here  engaged  in  farming.  Had  he 
been  spared  to  old  age,  very  probably  he  would 
have  become  wealthy,  but  he  died  when  only 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  Politically  he  was  a 
Whig.  One  of  his  brothers,  Nat  Applegarth, 
served  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  Ann  M.  Tubman,  was  born  in  Hoop- 
er’s Island  district,  and  spent  her  entire  life  in 
Dorchester  County,  dying  here  at  seventy-nine 
years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Twice  married,  by  her  first  husband,  John  Keene, 
she  had  two  daughters:  Allie  and  Emily  A.  Of 
her  second  marriage  there  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: William  F. ; Eleanor,  wife  of  Dr.  S.  A. 
Keene;  and  Alpheus,  who  died  at  seven  years  of 
age. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  Dorchester  County  and  the 
city  of  Baltimore;  in  St.  Charles  College,  of 
Charles  County,  Md.,  where  he  was  a student 
for  about  three  years;  and  in  St.  Mary’s  Acad- 
emy, at  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  he  spent  six 


months.  Afterward  he  remained  on  the  home 
farm  and  assisted  in  its  cultivation  until  1867, 
when  he  became  principal  of  the  school  at  Golden 
Hill,  and  this  position  he  retained  until  1881. 
Meantime  he  had  became  interested  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  in  that  year  retired  from 
teaching  and  turned  his  entire  attention  to  mer- 
chandising and  the  management  of  his  land.  As 
a Democrat  he  is  active  in  local  affairs  and  at  this 
writing  is  a member  of  the  state  central  committee. 
He  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1893  and 
served  in  the  session  of  1894. 

By  his  marriage  to  Miss  E.  A.  Keene,  of  Par- 
sons Creek  district,  daughter  of  Thomas  H. 
Keene,  Mr.  Applegarth  had  nine  children,  but 
three  died  young.  The  others  are:  William  F., 
Anita,  S.  Ubert,  E.  Vivian,  Harold  and  Cecil. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church. 


EROME  A.  DAVIS,  a prosperous  young 
agriculturist  of  the  second  district  of  Caro- 
line County,  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
this  locality  and  is  greatly  interested  in  whatever 
promises  to  benefit  or  advance  its  welfare.  From 
an  early  age  he  has  had  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  be  called  a 
self-made  man,  for  he  owes  his  success  to  his  in- 
dividual efforts  and  self-reliance.  He  is  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
which  is  in  every  respect  desirable,  and  has 
placed  some  good  improvements  upon  the  home- 
stead. He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  behalf 
of  the  Republican  party  and  is  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  which  rest  upon  him  as  a 
loyal  citizen. 

Born  upon  the  8th  of  October,  1854,  in  Caro- 
line County,  as  previously  stated,  J.  A.  Davis  is 
a son  of  Curtis  and  Rebecca  (Price)  Davis,  who 
were  likewise  natives  of  this  county,  and  were 
married  here  upon  arriving  at  mature  years.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  was  only  ten  years  of  age  when 
he  commenced  to  work  for  a commission  firm. 
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For  the  next  thirty  years  or  so  he  was  interested 
in  the  same  business,  in  one  way  or  another,  and 
dealt  extensively  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  supply- 
ing the  large  city  hotels,  restaurants,  etc.  Since 
he  has  come  to  live  upon  his  farm  he  has  raised 
great  quantities  of  grain,  fruit  and  general  pro- 
duce for  the  markets,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful indeed  as  an  agriculturist. 

February  n,  1 88 1 , Mr.  Davis  married  Jennie 
E.  DeRondy,  a native  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.  They 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  valued  workers  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  local  organization.  They 
have  scores  of  sincere  friends  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, and  in  other  places  where  they  have  dwelt 
for  any  length  of  time. 


A.  MORGAN,  whose  postoffice  address  is 
Queen  Anne,  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
respected  citizens  of  the  fourth  district  of 
Talbot  County.  He  is  a great  worker  in  the 
interests  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held 
numerous  important  positions,  the  duties  of  which 
he  discharged  to  the  credit  of  himself  and  friends. 
That  his  ability  and  service  in  the  party’s  cause 
are  recognized  was  shown  quite  plainly  when  he 
was  called  upon  to  act  as  a candidate  for  the 
house  of  delegates,  on  two  occasions,  in  1875  and 
again  in  1887,  and  though  he  was  not  elected, 
his  personal  popularity  among  his  life-long  asso- 
ciates and  neighbors  cannot  be  called  into  ques- 
tion. Under  the  administration  of  President 
Cleveland  he  was  appointed  a special  agent  for 
the  department  of  labor.  Years  ago,  when  he  was 
in  the  commencement  of  his  business  career,  he 
held  the  position  of  state  weigher  of  cattle  in 
Baltimore,  having  received  his  appointment  for  a 
two  years’  term  in  1871  at  the  hands  of  Governor 
Bowie. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman, 
Philip  Morgan,  was  born  near  Denton,  Caroline 
County,  Md.,  and  in  later  years  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  not  only 
carried  on  the  place,  but  was  engaged  in  mer- 


chandising. In  1850  he  returned  to  Caroline 
County  and  passed  his  remaining  days  quietly, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a comfortable  competence 
and  a good  farm.  He  died  January  11,  1856, 
steadfast  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  with  which  he  had  long  been  connected. 
He  had  held  several  of  the  offices  in  the  congre- 
gation and  was  universally  beloved.  In  matters 
of  politics  he  was  loyal  to  the  Whig  party.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Anne  Thawlev,  daughter  of 
William  Thawley,  a worthy  citizen  of  Caroline 
County.  Mrs.  Morgan  departed  this  life  in  1846, 
and  only  three  of  her  six  children  now  survive, 
viz.:  Mary  H.,  wife  of  C.  M.  Jump,  of  Talbot 
County;  P.  A.  and  Anne  L. , wife  of  L.  T. 
Dukes,  of  Cordova,  Talbot  County. 

The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Charles  Morgan,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and 
was  exiled  from  his  country  by  the  British 
government  because  he  was  a Roman  Catholic  in 
religious  faith.  He  came  to  America,  the  land 
of  liberty  and  free  thought,  and  founded  the  family 
here,  which,  strange  to  say,  exemplifies  within 
its  own  ranks,  within  a few  generations,  such 
opposite  types  of  religious  creeds  as  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal.  Following 
the  chain  of  descent  from  Charles,  just  mentioned, 
to  our  subject,  we  find  next,  Jacob,  who  was 
born  in  Talbot  County,  and  then  Charles,  also 
born  in  this  county,  near  Chapel,  and  finally 
Philip,  father  of  P.  A.  The  commanding  officer 
of  the  famous  Morgan  Rifles,  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  one  of  the  ancestors  of  our  subject,  and 
Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  a celebrated  Confederate 
officer  in  the  Civil  war,  was  also  a relative. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  P.  A.  Morgan  is  April 
20,  1840,  and  the  place  of  this  event  his  father’s 
homestead  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  The  boy 
lost  his  fond  mother  when  he  was  a child  of  six 
years,  and  nothing  that  life  has  brought  to  him 
of  success  or  joy  has  made  up  to  him  for  this 
great  deprivation.  He  attended  school  at  West 
River  Institute,  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  and 
upon  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  at  once  en- 
deavored to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Confederacy, 
but  as  he  was  not  of  strong  constitution,  seem- 
ingly, he  was  not  enlisted.  The  next  three 
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years  he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  school- 
teaching, for  which  he  had  special  aptitude,  so 
much  so,  in  fact,  that  later  on  he  was  induced 
to  assume  charge  of  another  school,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  five  years  longer.  For  a like  period 
of  time  he  carried  on  a farm,  and  probably  there 
gained  that  vigorous  health  which  he  has  enjoyed 
of  late  years.  Then  followed  the  various  public 
positions  which  he  filled  so  acceptably,  and 
recently  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Beaven, 
of  Hillsborough.  He  is  a vestryman  in  the  local 
Episcopal  Church,  and  lends  his  support  to  many 
worthy  philanthropies. 


RANCIS  NATHAN  SHEPPARD,  M.  D. 
In  comparison  of  the  relative  value  of  man- 
kind of  the  various  professions  and  pursuits 
it  is  widely  recognized  that  none  is  so  important 
as  the  medical  profession.  From  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  human  destiny  is  largely  in  the  hands  of 
the  physician.  One  of  Kent  and  Queen  Anne’s 
Counties’  representatives  of  this  calling  is  Dr. 
Sheppard,  whose  home  is  in  the  second  district 
of  Kent  County.  The  doctor  comes  of  a family 
that  was  founded  in  this  country  by  three 
brothers:  Jonadab,  Joseph  and  David  Sheppard, 
who  came  from  England  about  1690,  and  settled 
in  New  Jersey.  Jonadab  settled  in  Antucsett, 
and  his  son,  Nathan  Sheppard,  lived  and  died  in 
New  Jersey,  whose  son,  Nathan  Sheppard,  born 
November  13,  1734,  also  a native  of  this  state, 
married  for  the  first  time  Prudence,  second  time 
Martha  Mulford,  and  by  this  marriage  had  the 
following  children:  Nathan,  Nathaniel,  Reed, 
Jonadab,  Cave  Bowen  and  Ruma  Austin. 

Nathan  Sheppard,  born  September  16,  1788, 
married  Rachel  Cook  April  7,  1814,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  as  an  agriculturist  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  long  a leading  member.  He  died 
October  15,  1859,  leaving  a valuable  estate.  His 
children  were:  Joseph  Cook,  Isaac  Mulford, 
Albert  Nathan,  Leander  William,  Maria  Elizabeth 
and  Theodore  Warren. 


Joseph  Cook  Sheppard,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  February  21,  1815,  and  was  also  a 
native  of  Salem,  N.  J.,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1852,  when  he  came  to  Maryland 
and  purchased  a tract  of  about  thirteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
upon  a portion  of  which  he  laid  out  and  founded 
the  village  of  Crumpton.  Through  his  efforts 
the  present  causeway  was  built,  connecting  the 
two  counties,  Kent  and  Queen  Anne’s,  and  other 
permanent  improvements  were  made.  He  con- 
tinued the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his 
land  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  valued  citizens 
of  his  community.  His  political  support  was 
first  given  the  Whig  party  and  later  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  at  no  time  did  he  take  a very 
active  part  in  politics.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Justus  Bonham,  also  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  July  13,  1836,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  Justus  Bonham,  Francis  Nathan,  Joseph 
Henry,  Maria  Elizabeth  and  Isaac  Mulford. 
With  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Crump- 
ton he  held  membership,  and  died  in  that  town- 
ship February  19,  1880. 

Dr.  Francis  Nathan  Sheppard,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  November  1,  1839,  on  the 
old  home  farm,  Salem  County,  N.  J.,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Salem  Academy  and 
Chester  Seminary,  Delaware  County,  Pa.  He 
was  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  and  practiced  this  profession  in 
Philadelphia  for  two  years,  where  he  gained  con- 
siderable notice  from  the  faculty  for  high-class 
work  and  improved  methods.  There  in  1861  he 
met  and  married  Amanda  Freeman,  daughter  of 
William  and  Katherine  Bowker.  Later  he 
studied  medicine  and  graduated  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  in  1865.  He  located  in  Crumpton, 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  in  1866.  In  con- 
nection with  the  doctor’s  early  practice  he  con- 
ducted a drug  store  until  1876,  when  he  purchased 
the  old  H.  B.  Slaughter  homestead,  known  as 
Riverside,  it  being  immediately  adjacent  to 
Crumpton,  in  Kent  County,  and  here  he  has. 
resided  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
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Dr.  Sheppard  is  a man  of  marked  ability  in  his 
profession,  and  by  his  close  attention  to  his  prac- 
tice and  the  constant  reading  of  the  latest  medical 
works,  has  kept  in  touch  with  the  advance  in 
science,  thereby  gaining  a very  enviable  repu- 
tation. The  doctor  has  never  discriminated, 
answering  the  call  of  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  thus 
endearing  himself  to  the  whole  community. 
Apart  from  the  doctor’s  professional  attainments 
he  has  superintended  the  management  of  his 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  where  he  resides, 
and  other  properties;  has  been  a lover  of  out-door 
sports  and  was  the  president  of  the  Hail  Point 
Ducking  Club,  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
finest  duck  shots  of  Maryland.  Politically  Dr. 
Sheppard  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  and 
maintains  his  principles  in  this  regard  with  the 
same  steadfastness  which  has  characterized  him 
in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  of 
Crumpton.  By  his  first  marriage  five  children 
were  born,  but  only  two  are  now  living:  Florence 
Katherine,  wife  of  Samuel  Webb  Merritt,  son  of 
Rev.  James  Black  Merritt,  D.  D.,  of  Maryland; 
and  Albert  Cook,  at  home.  In  1893  he  married 
the  second  time,  Mary  Adelaide,  daughter  of 
Capt.  R.  A.  Gray,  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md., 
and  occupies  a pleasant  social  position  among  the 
people  of  the  community,  by  whom  he  is  re- 
spected for  his  intelligence  and  heartily  liked  for 
his  frank,  open-hearted  hospitality  and  genial, 
kindly  manners. 

— — J — » ■l+Z-i 4— — 

NON.  SAMUEL  W.  WOOLFORD,  formerly 
the  representative  of  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature,  has  for  a number  of  years  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Woolford,  Church  Creek  district,  Dorchester 
County.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a member 
originated  in  England,  where  Col.  Roger  Wool- 
ford was  born  about  1586  and  whence  he  came  to 
Maryland,  settling  in  Dorchester  County.  He 
was  well-to-do,  his  possessions  including  large 
grants  of  land  in  this  and  Somerset  County.  His 


property  in  the  latter  county  he  gave  to  his  son 
John,  while  the  land  in  Dorchester  County  he  be- 
queathed to  his  son  Col.  Thomas,  and  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  these  three  being  his  only  children. 
He  died  in  1668. 

Col.  Thomas  Woolford  had  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  namely:  Roger,  Stephen,  Thomas, 
Battie,  Levin,  James,  John  and  Nancy,  to  each 
of  whom  he  gave  a farm.  Col.  Stephen  Wool- 
ford had  three  sons  and  seven  daughters  born  to 
his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Wliiteley,  sister  of 
Colonel  Wliiteley,  of  Caroline  County.  His  son, 
Stephen,  married  Nellie  Jones,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Stephen,  George  Whitefield,  Hiram,  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Sallie  and  Charlotte.  His  son, 
George  Whitefield,  married  Eliza  B.,  daughter 
of  Col.  John  and  Mary  (Edmondson)  Broughan, 
and  they  had  three  sons  and  ten  daughters. 
Their  eldest  son,  J.  S.  B.,  married  Mollie  Rees, 
of  Newark,  Del.,  and  unto  their  union  were  born 
five  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  oldest  son, 
George  Whitefield,  married  Eva  Skinner  for  his 
first  wife  dnd  after  her  death  was  united  with 
Sallie  Mace.  He  has  three  children,  Mildred, 
Mabel  and  Miles. 

Ellen,  daughter  of  George  Whitefield,  married 
Charles  Jones,  and  they  had  two  children,  but 
both  are  deceased.  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
S.  B.  B.  Woolford,  and  four  children  were  born 
of  their  union.  Stephen  W.  married  Lydia  Lowe, 
of  Salisbury,  Md.,  and  they  have  two  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Ella  is  unmarried;  Frank  White- 
field  passed  away  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Eliz- 
abeth became  Mrs.  Thomas  Mace.  George  A. 
Mace,  son  of  Thomas  Mace,  married  Phoebe  Tub- 
man,  and  they  have  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Mary  married  William  Willis,  of  Church  Creek, 
and  they  have  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
Edwin  Mace  married  Annie  Mills,  and  they  re- 
side in  Cambridge.  Dr.  John  Mace  married 
Della  Briley,  and  they  reside  in  Cambridge. 
Susie  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Keene,  of  Golden 
Hill,  and  they  have  six  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Samuel  Whitefield  died  in  Cambridge.  Eliza  B. 
Mace  is  an  invalid.  Hannah  C.  Woolford  mar- 
ried William  Mace,  and  they  had  five  daughters 
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and  two  sons.  Willie  married  Luther  Martin, 
and  their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Sallie  became  the  wife  of  George 
Woolford.  Irving  Mace  is  an  attorney  in  Cam- 
bridge. Margaret  and  Nettie  are  unmarried; 
Charles  and  Ellen  are  deceased.  Kate  Woolford 
married  John  W.  Mace,  and  they  had  five 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Battie  resides  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  single.  Benjamin,  Harry 
and  John  S.,  also  single,  are  in  Philadelphia. 
Valeria  Mace  married  Charles  B.  Cator,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Benjamin.  Emma  Woolford  mar- 
ried Thomas  Adolphus  Willis,  and  they  had  two 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Edgar  and  Willie 
Woolford  Willis  are  living  in  Vicksburg;  Lillie 
is  with  her  father  in  Cambridge,  and  the  others 
are  deceased. 

Samuel  Whitefield  Woolford  married  Lillie 
Crawford,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Lizzie  V.  married  Ralph  Rees,  of 
Chesapeake  City,  Md.;  Samuel  Whitefield,  Jr.,  is 
a law  student  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  Lillie  Crawford,  his  twin  sister,  is  at  home, 
their  farm  being  part  of  the  property  willed  by 
the  first  Woolford  who  came  to  this  country,  Col. 
Roger  Woolford.  Benjamin  Whiteley  Woolford 
married  Emma  Skinner,  and  they  had  one  son, 
who  is  in  the  drug  business  in  Baltimore.  Al- 
mira Woolford  married  William  Hurlock,  of 
Cambridge,  and  they  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Willie  Woolford  and  Ben  Cator,  twins, 
are  deceased;  Taney  Lee  and  Susie  V.  are  in 
school  in  Cambridge.  Susie  L.  Woolford  resides 
with  her  brother  Samuel  W.,  and  is  unmarried. 
Sallie  and  Willie  are  deceased. 

George  Whitefield  Woolford,  father  of  our 
subject,  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  family  home- 
stead, and  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  of 
Dorchester  County.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature,  where  he  served  for  one  term. 
For  some  time  he  held  office  as  a county  commis- 
sioner. In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  but. later 
became  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
His  death  occurred  in  1874,  when  he  was  eighty- 
four  years  of  age.  Of  his  fourteen  children,  be- 
fore named,  four  are  living,  namely:  Susie;  Kate, 
widow  of  John  A.  Mace,  of  Philadelphia;  Sam- 
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uel  W.;  and  Valeria,  wife  of  William  Hurlock, 
of  Cambridge.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  She  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  old-school  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  her  husband  was  a deacon. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  1856,  our  subject, 
Hon.  S.  W.  Woolford,  went  from  his  native 
county  of  Dorchester  to  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  by  Whitely, 
Stone  & Co.,  for  three  years.  He  then  returned 
to  his  native  county  and  purchased  the  mer- 
cantile business  owned  by  his  brother,  J.  S.  B. 
This  enterprise  he  has  since  carried  on.  In  po- 
litical belief  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  interested 
in  everything  pertaining  to  his  party.  He  at- 
tended the  state  convention  of  1897  ancl  *s  usually 
a delegate  to  the  congressional  conventions.  For 
many  years  he  has  served  as  judge  of  elections, 
and  in  1870-72  he  was  a member  of  the  state 
legislature,  besides  which  he  was  district  col- 
lector for  seven  years.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Heptasophs  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  His  family  attend 
the  old-school  Baptist  Church,  to  the  work  of 
which  he  contributes.  In  addition  to  his  store  he 
is  the  owner  of  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acrest  situated  in  Church  Creek  dis- 
trict. In  1872  he  married  Miss  Lillie  Crawford, 
of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
sister  of  George  L.  Crawford,  an  attorney  of 
Philadelphia.  They  have  three  children:  Lizzie 
V.,  wife  of  Ralph  Rees,  of  Chesapeake  City; 
and  Samuel  W.,  Jr.,  and  Lillie  C.,  twins. 


(JOSEPH  MALLALIEU,  an  honored  and 
I distinguished  agriculturist  residing  in  the 
(*/  seventh  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  10,  1841, 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Mallalieu, 
both  natives  ofSaddlewortli,  Yorkshire,  England. 
In  1839  the  father  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
arriving  in  Philadelphia  August  1,  after  a six 
weeks’  voyage  in  a sailing-vessel,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  joined  by  his  wife.  During  the 
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childhood  of  our  subject  they  located  near  Smyrna, 
Del.,  where  the  father  worked  in  Murphey’s  wool- 
en mills  until  1848,  when  a partnership  was  formed 
between  him  and  his  brother  John,  and  they  op- 
erated the  same  mills  until  1852.  That  year  they, 
Thomas  and  John,  located  in  the  upper  part  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.  .where  they  rented  the 
Unicorn  Woolen  Mills,  which  they  purchased  two 
years  later.  Together  they  successfully  engaged 
in  business  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1869,  after 
which  Mr.  Mallalieu  conducted  the  mill  alone 
until  1887,  when  he  laid  aside  business  cares  and 
lived  retired  in  Millington  until  called  from  this 
life  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  His  faith- 
ful wife,  who  had  for  sixty-two  years  and  a-half 
shared  with  him  all  his  trials  and  hardships  as 
well  as  his  pleasures,  died  on  the  same  day,  aged 
eighty-three  years. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  eleven 
children,  namely:  Samuel,  a resident  of  Millington; 
Esther,  deceased;  Joseph,  of  this  sketch;  James 
M.,  who  died  August  7,  1887;  Mary  R.,  wife  of 
Rev.  R.  H.  Adams;  Sarah;  Ann  J.,  wife  of 
George  M.  Jenkins,  of  Talbot  County,  Md.;Jolin 
T.,  a resident  of  Kearney,  Neb.;  George  H.,  who 
was  drowned  in  1861;  Emily,  who  died  in  1859; 
and  Willie,  who  passed  away  in  1862. 

Our  subject  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  attended  the  public  schools  until  enter- 
ing Dickinson  College,  where  he  pursued  a three 
years’  course.  At  an  early  age  he  had  become 
familiar  with  the  manufacturing  business  under 
the  able  direction  of  his  father,  and  when  his 
school  days  were  over  he  was  employed  in  the 
mill  until  his  father  disposed  of  the  business  in 
1887.  He  then  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  of  rich  and  fertile 
land  in  the  seventh  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  making  a specialty  of  the 
raising  of  peaches,  strawberries  and  other  fruits. 

In  1867  Mr.  Mallalieu  was  married  to  Miss 
Jemima  Fogwell,  of  Sudlersville,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Clara  S. ; Mary  J,  wife  of  Oscar 
Roe;  and  John  F.  She  departed  this  life  Septem- 


ber 30,  1874,  and  Mr.  Mallalieu  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1879,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Sallie  M.  Warner,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  M. 
Warner,  who  belongs  to  the  Wilmington  con- 
ference. Two  children  grace  this  union,  W. 
Warner  and  Nettie. 

Mr.  Mallalieu  is  a recognized  leader  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality,  and 
in  1881  was  the  first  man  ever  elected  011  that 
ticket  to  the  state  legislature.  He  was  also  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  state  senator  in  1894, 
has  served  as  supervisor  of  election,  and  by 
Governor  Brown  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
tax  convention.  He  has  proved  a most  capable 
and  popular  official,  and  possesses  the  sterling 
qualifications  necessary  to  success  in  public  life. 
His  genial,  pleasant  manner  enables  him  to 
make  friends  readily,  and  he  as  easily  retains 
them.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  lodge  of  Centreville. 


ICHARD  D.  HYNSON.  There  are  few  of 
the  residents  of  Kent  County  to  whom  this 
name  is  not  familiar.  It  is  that  of  a man 
who  stood  for  years  as  the  Nestor  of  the  Chester- 
town  bar,  a man  learned  in  the  law,  skilled  in  the 
most  profound  intricacies  of  jurisprudence,  and 
possessing  the  logical  reasoning  faculties  so  im- 
portant in  the  development  of  legal  processes.  A 
life-long  resident  of  the  county,  Mr.  Hynson 
cherished  the  deepest  affection  for  his  native 
home  and  evinced  an  interest  in  every  project  for 
its  advancement.  The  talent  which  he  possessed 
and  the  painstaking  care  he  took  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  knowledge  ultimately  brought  him  a de- 
gree of  eminence  reached  by  few  of  those  who 
compete  for  this  world’s  honors.  Had  he  chosen 
to  seek  political  prominence  it  would  have  been 
his,  but  he  was  not  an  office  seeker,  and  aside 
from  at  one  time  accepting  the  candidacy  for  gov- 
ernor of  Maryland  he  never  came  before  the  peo- 
ple as  an  aspirant  for  their  suffrages. 

At  Poplar  Neck,  eight  miles  below  Chester- 
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town,  in  St.  Paul’s  parish,  Kent  County,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  in  January,  1820. 
He  is  a descendant  of  one  of  three  brothers,  Rich- 
ard, Thomas  and  George,  natives  of  England, 
and  early  settlers  of  Maryland.  His  father,  Maj. 
Thomas  Bowers  Hynson,  was  a son  of  Richard 
Hynson,  and  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
where  his  service  was  most  efficient.  He  was  a 
life-long  citizen  of  Kent  County,  to  which  his 
ancestors  had  removed  from  Kent  Island  in  1659. 
His  wife  was  Ann,  daughter  of  Robert  Dunn. 

In  boyhood,  Richard  D.  Hynson  attended 
the  local  schools  and  an  academy  in  Pennsylvania, 
after  which  he  studied  law  with  Judge  John  B. 
Eccleson,  of  Chest ertown,  a cousin  of  his  father. 
In  1843  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of 
Chestertown,  where  he  at  once  opened  an  office, 
continuing  in  the  management  of  his  legal  inter- 
ests until  his  death,  October  23,  1889.  During 
the  existence  of  the  Whig  party  he  advocated  its 
tenets,  and  upon  its  disintegration  became  a 
Democrat,  but  as  already  stated  he  avoided 
nominations  for  public  office.  In  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member,  he 
held  the  office  of  vestryman,  and  to  all  the  be- 
nevolences of  the  church  he  was  a liberal  con- 
tributor. He  was  interested  in  Washington  Col- 
lege especially  as  one  of  the  board  of  visitors  and 
governors,  though  a friend  of  every  educational 
institution  in  general.  When  the  Kent  National 
Bank  was  founded  he  assisted  in  its  organization 
and  afterward  officiated  as  a director  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  was  a state  director  of  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  Railroad,  a director  of  the  house  of  cor- 
rection, and  treasurer  of  the  Chestertown  Rail- 
road at  the  time  of  the  inception  of  that  enter- 
prise. 

In  1843  Mr.  Hynson  married  C.  L,.  Marsh,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  and  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Mary  L.  (Eccleson)  Marsh.  Her  father,  who 
was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  years  before  his  death. 
Mrs.  Marsh  was  a sister  of  Judge  Eccleson,  under 
whom  our  subject  studied  law;  also  of  Samuel 
Eccleson,  an  archbishop  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hynson  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 


William  L.  Sly;  Caroline  L.  is  unmarried; 
Thomas  C.  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  B.  is  also 
deceased;  Alice  died  in  childhood;  Mariana  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Rogers,  of  Newcastle,  Del., 
and  the  youngest  is  Richard  Dunn.  The  last- 
named  was  born  in  1865,  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington College  in  1883,  later  was  a student  in 
Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College  of  Balti- 
more, and  then  took  a legal  course  in  the  Mary- 
land Law  School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1886.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Baltimore 
and  has  since  engaged  in  practice  at  Chestertown. 
In  February,  1890,  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Jackson  a member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  house  of  correction,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
since  been  retained.  His  marriage,  February  1, 
1892,  united  him  with  Emma  A.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  E.  Gilpin,  of  Kent  County.  They  have 
had  three  children,  Caroline  Marsh,  Helen  Eccle- 
son and  Richard  Hynson. 


OSEPH  HUBBERT  is  one  of  the  sterling  old 
residents  and  farmers  of  East  New  Market 
district,  Dorchester  County,  his  pretty  and 
modern  home,  which  he  erected  in  1896,  being  in 
the  village  of  Hurlock.  He  has  always  lived  in 
this  portion  of  the  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred near  the  boundary  line  between  this  and 
Caroline  Counties  in  1834.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  in  the  adjoining  district  of  Williamsburg, 
and  when  he  settled  down  permanently  as  an 
agriculturist  he  came  to  this  place  and  has  since 
dwelt  hereabout. 

The  Hubberts  came  from  England  a few  gene- 
rations ago,  but  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  this  county,  it  is  supposed.  This 
worthy  man,  whose  Christian  name  was  Michael, 
settled  upon  a farm  near  Williamsburg,  and  there 
the  father  of  James  Hubbert  was  born.  The  lat- 
ter, Thomas,  lived  and  died  within  a mile  of  his 
birthplace,  and  was  very  successful  in  his  busi- 
ness life,  having  accumulated  a large  and  valu- 
able estate  before  his  demise,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years. 
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Joseph  Hubbert  resided  under  the  paternal  roof 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  left 
home  to  try  his  fortunes  upon  the  briny  deep, 
whose  attractions  are  too  great  for  many  of  the 
young  men  of  the  Eastern  Shore  to  entirely  resist, 
as  at  one  time  or  another  they  usually  find  out  by 
experience  what  it  is  to  lead  the  life  of  a sailor.  As 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hubbert,  they  find  that  five 
years,  perhaps,  is  enough,  and  then,  like  him, 
they  conclude  that  the  independent  career  of  the 
farmer  is  preferable.  After  his  marriage  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  has  followed 
this  in  conjunction  with  managing  his  fine  farm, 
which  comprises  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
acres  up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  very  liberal 
in  his  political  views  and  chooses  not  to  be  bound 
to  any  party,  but  to  reserve  his  opinion  and  vote 
for  the  principle  and  candidate  that,  in  his  esti- 
mation, are  best  suited  for  the  occasion. 

For  his  wife  our  subject  chose  Mary,  daughter 
of  Hooper  Hubbert.  He  was  born  in  1805  in 
this  county,  being  a son  of  Michael  Hubbert,  and 
lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  His  three 
sons,  brothers  of  Mrs.  Hubbert,  are  Thomas 
Michael,  Jr.,  Edward  and  Tilghman,  and  the 
only  sister  is  Mrs.  William  Harper,  of  Hurlock. 
The  only  child  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  now  a 
promising  young  man,  Michael  by  name.  Mrs. 
Hubbert  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  and  is  an  amiable,  Christian  lady  whom 
everybody  loves  and  respects. 


ULIUS  A.  JOHNSON,  M.  D.  About  a 
quarter  of  a century  has  rolled  away  since 
this  worthy  citizen  and  practitioner  of  Easton , 
Md.,  settled  here  and  first  opened  an  office.  Year 
by  year  his  reputation  as  a physician  of  marked 
ability  and  skill  grew  apace,  until  his  time  was 
fully  occupied  and  the  demands  upon  him  were 
almost  more  than  he  could  personally  attend  to. 
At  last,  feeling  the  need  of  relaxation  from  his 
too-exacting  duties,  he  removed  to  The  Anchor- 
age, a beautiful  country  seat  about  three  miles 
from  this  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  picturesque 


Miles  River,  and  here  with  his  beloved  family 
around  him  he  thoroughly  enjoys  his  leisure 
hours. 

Julius  A.  Johnson,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  New 
York  City,  as  was  also  his  father  before  him. 
The  last-mentioned  gentleman  was  named  Julius 
Christopher  and  his  wife  was  one  of  the  Rockwell 
family,  whose  ancestors  landed  in  Plymouth  col- 
ony in  1826,  having  sailed  across  the  briny  deep 
in  the  good  ship  Mary  & John.  During  the 
youth  of  our  subject’s  father  he  learned  the  print- 
ing business,  and  coming  to  Easton  at  the  time 
of  attaining  his  majority,  was  married  and  soon 
after  became  the  editor  of  the  Easton  Gazette. 
He  was  postmaster  here  several  years  and  did  not 
leave  the  city  before  1855,  when  he  removed  to 
Baltimore.  Later  he  returned  to  Easton  and 
established  the  Ledger , of  which  he  was  the  effi- 
cient proprietor  ten  years.  In  1881  he  went  to 
Auburn,  N.  Y. , and  purchased  the  newspaper 
which  he  still  conducts,  The  Independent.  He  is 
a man  of  most  sterling  worth  and  an  able  finan- 
cier and  a business  man  of  correct  principles.  He 
is  recognized  as  a leader  of  public  thought  and 
has  never  abused  the  great  trust  which,  as  a 
molder  of  men’s  opinions,  he  has  had  resting 
upon  his  shoulders  these  many  years.  In  both 
the  Odd  Fellows’  and  Knights  of  Pythias’  orders 
he  is  high  in  rank,  and  though  he  is  now  in  his 
seventy-second  year,  he  is  hale  and  hearty  and 
his  mind  is  as  clear  and  active  as  it  ever  was. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a Miss  Christy 
S.  Graham  before  her  marriage,  and  a daughter 
of  Alexander  Graham,  of  Easton.  She  was 
married  in  1847  and  died  in  1889,  when  about 
fifty-two  years  of  age.  Of  the  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 
The  others  are  as  follows:  Jannie  G.,  wife  of 

William  B.  Chisholm,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. ; Evelyn 
M.,  Mrs.  William  Powell,  of  Chicago;  Lucy 
Rockwell;  Dr.  F.  P.  Casey,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.; 
and  Sophia  C.,  wife  of  T.  Eugene  Smith,  of 
Chicago. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Johnson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Easton 
July  15,  1849,  and  attended  the  schools  of  this 
place.  When  he  was  about  eighteen  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Richard  Me- 
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Sherry,  of  Baltimore,  at  the  same  time  taking  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Maryland. 
He  graduated  in  the  class  of  1871,  and  at  once 
located  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  For  several  years 
he  was  United  States  examining  surgeon  on  pen- 
sions. He  is  a thirty-second  degree  Mason  and 
is  past  master  of  Coates  Lodge  No.  102,  and  has 
passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
lodge,  and  is  past  grand  of  the  same  order.  In 
politics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

February  4,  1880,  the  doctor  married  Elizabeth 
T.,  daughter  of  Commodore  Charles  Lowndes,  of 
Easton,  and  two  bright  children  were  born  to 
them,  named  respectively  C.  Lowndes  and  Julius 
G.  The  family  are  attendants  of  the  Miles  River 
Episcopal  Church,  the  doctor  being  one  of  its 
vestrymen. 

— — * — 5 — 

HENRY  ALPHA  TOWERS  was  born  in 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  March  24,  1867.  He 
was  the  fourth  son  of  James  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Deen)  Towers.  When  but  a small  boy  his 
parents  moved  on  a farm  near  the  village  of 
American  Corners,  Caroline  County,  Md.  He 
received  his  education  from  public  and  private 
schools.  In  1887  he  became  a clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  B.  Gootee  Stevens,  Williston,  Caro- 
line County,  Md.,  who  was  at  that  time  the  most 
influential  and  energetic  merchant  of  that  section. 
It  was  under  him  that  Mr.  Towers  gained  his 
first  knowledge  of  mercantile  life,  remaining  in 
his  employ  until  1891,  during  which  time  he 
carefully  studied  out  the  perplexing  problems 
and  details  of  the  business,  then  deciding  to  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  mercantile 
life,  and  looking  about  for  awhile,  he  found  that 
the  town  of  Trappe,  situated  in  the  third  district 
of  Talbot  County,  Md.,  offered  the  desired  open- 
ing for  his  vocation.  In  1891  he  moved  to  that 
town  and  began  the  pursuit  of  his  business  life. 

When  first  embarking  in  business  he  did  not 
receive  the  assistance  of  a financial  helping  hand, 
but  by  the  strictest  economy  and  the  exercise  at 
all  times  of  that  good  judgment  and  foresight 


which  are  so  necessary  for  the  success  of  business 
enterprises,  and  also  by  the  use  of  that  greatest 
quality  of  the  mind,  common  sense,  and  the  power 
to  think  and  reason  out  these  financial  problems 
for  one’s  self,  he  has  steadily  increased  in  wealth 
and  prosperity,  until  to-day  he  occupies  a promi- 
nent position  among  the  most  influential  men  of 
his  section. 

He  keeps  a general  store,  his  stock  comprising 
dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps,  carpets, 
groceries,  building  materials,  farm  implements 
and  fishing  outfits.  He  also  handles  a good  line 
of  furniture  and  stoves.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  held  a political  office.  He 
attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  lends 
his  influence  to  all  charitable  enterprises  worthy 
of  assistance. 


APT.  SAMUEL  A.  LAWSON,  who  is  a 
very  prominent  old  resident  of  the  eleventh 
district  of  Dorchester  County,  was  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  responsible  office 
of  county  commissioner  in  1888  and  acceptably 
filled  that  position  for  four  years.  I11  1876  he 
purchased  the  farm  known  as  Fullersville,  a tract 
of  two  hundred  acres,  and  here  he  has  made  his 
home  for  the  past  twenty-one  years. 

The  captain’s  father,  Samuel  Lawson,  was  a 
sailor  in  his  early  life,  but  for  a few  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  engaged  in  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Leah  Reagan,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
one  since  deceased.  The  father  of  Leah  was  Jere- 
miah Reagan,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  a 
native  of  Ireland.  Samuel  Lawson  departed  this 
life  when  our  subject  was  a young  lad,  and  the 
mother  survived  until  about  1867. 

Captain  Lawson  was  born  in  this  district  Oc- 
tober 9,  1832,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
he  was  sent  to  school  for  at  least  a part  of  each 
year.  When  he  was  fourteen  his  inherited  liking 
for  the  sea  led  him  to  obtain  employment  upon  a 
boat,  and  from  that  time  until  1876  he  sailed 
upon  the  briny  deep  most  of  the  time.  For  many 
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years  he  was  captain  of  a vessel  and  during  the 
war  he  was  in  the  government  service,  engaged 
in  the  transportation  of  troops  from  one  point  to 
another.  He  now  owns  a fleet  of  boats  which  are 
kept  for  the  oyster  fisheries  hereabout.  In  both 
of  his  occupations,  upon  the  land  and  the  sea,  the 
captain  has  met  with  remarkably  good  success 
and  is  now  very  well-off  from  a financial  point  of 
view. 

In  April,  1857,  Captain  Lawson  married  Miss 
Mary  Marshall,  daughter  of  Bond  P.  Marshall, 
of  this  county.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
their  union,  but  only  three  survive,  viz.:  Octavia 
E.,  married  and  living  in  this  county;  Thomas  H., 
of  this  community;  and  Sarah  F.,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  at  home  with  her  parents.  The  captain 
is  a genial,  whole-souled  man,  cheerful  and  opti- 
mistic in  his  manner  of  surveying  life,  and  re- 
joices in  the  sincere  friendship  of  a large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


RANCIS  B.  PHELPS,  M.  D.  Somewhat 
east  of  Cambridge,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Choptank  River,  in  Cambridge  district, 
Dorchester  County,  lies  the  beautiful  country 
home  of  Dr.  Phelps.  Within  its  boundaries  are 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  as  fine  as  may  be 
found  for  miles  around,  and  valuable  improve- 
ments in  the  way  of  fine  buildings  are  on  the 
place.  The  present  owner  has  resided  here  since 
retiring  from  the  army  in  1863  and  in  the  years 
that  have  intervened  he  has  given  his  attention 
largely  to  the  supervision  of  his  property,  not 
having  engaged  in  active  practice. 

Near  Federalsburg,  in  Caroline  County,  Md., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  August  30, 
1836.  His  father,  Dr.  Francis  Phelps,  was  born 
near  Milford,  Del.,  and  in  youth  read  medicine 
and  became  a physician,  which  profession  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years.  At  one  time  he  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  house  of  delegates.  He 
died  in  Cambridge  in  November,  1886,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  that 
place.  When  six  years  of  age  our  subject  was 


brought  to  Cambridge  and  there  his  years  of 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed.  Fora  time  he 
was  a student  in  the  academy  at  Cambridge,  and 
later,  for  three  years,  conducted  his  literary 
studies  in  Wyoming  Seminary,  in  Luzerne 
County,  .Pa.  In  1850  he  matriculated  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  and  was  graduated  from 
its  medical  department  three  years  later.  Open- 
ing an  office  in  Preston,  Caroline  County,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
1858,  when  he  purchased  a farm  formerly  owned 
by  Governor  Hicks. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  in  1861  Dr.  Phelps 
enlisted  in  the  army  and  was  commissioned  sur- 
geon of  the  First  Regiment  of  Eastern  Shore 
Volunteers,  with  which  he  remained  until  ill 
health  forced  him  to  resign  from  the  service, 
which  he  did  in  December,  1863.  He  has  been 
twice  married.  In  1853  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Mary  R.  Springer,  who  bore  him  three 
children,  namely:  Florence,  the  widow  of  Wilson 
Lowe;  Nancy,  wife  of  Roy  Haj^es;  and  John, 
who  resides  in  Cambridge.  In  1862  Dr.  Phelps 
married  M.  T.  Houston,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry 
H.  Houston,  of  East  New  Market.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Lewes,  Del.,  in  1809,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  Maryland  in  1834, 
after  which  he  practiced  his  profession  at  Fed- 
eralsburg for  a year.  He  then  removed  to  East 
New  Market,  where  he  continued  to  practice  until 
a few  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1887.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a Methodist. 
By  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  T.  M.  LeCompte  he  had 
four  children,  as  follows:  Francis  H.,  a journalist 
and  well-known  literary  man  residing  in  New 
York  City;  Samuel,  a banker,  also  of  that  city; 
Susan  L-,  wife  of  J.  Kent  Dukes,  of  Philadelphia; 
and  Mrs.  Phelps. 

By  his  second  marriage  Dr.  Phelps  had  seven 
children,  namely:  Frances  P.,  M.  D. , who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Cambridge; 
Agnes,  wife  of  H.  S.  Todd;  Tryphena,  Mrs.  R. 
V.  Todd,  of  Berlin;  Joseph  W. , who  is  with  his 
parents;  W.  Wallace,  of  Baltimore;  May  and 
Elsie.  The  family  were  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  to  the  maintenance  of  which 
Dr.  Phelps  contributes.  He  is  well  informed 
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concerning  public  affairs  and  takes  an  interest 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
the  house  of  delegates  in  1893,  was  elected  and 
served  one  term  with  efficiency.  He  was  again 
his  party’s  choice  for  the  position  in  1896,  but 
failed  to  secure  the  election.  He  is  a man  who 
is  loyal  to  the  interests  of  Maryland  and  devoted 
to  her  welfare,  and  the  good  old  state  has  no  citi- 
zen more  patriotic  than  he. 


AMES  W.  HURTT.  Among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  second  district,  Kent 
County,  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 
He  was  born  in  1828  upon  a farm  adjoining  his 
present  place,  and  is  a son  of  Edward  Hurtt,  also 
a native  of  Kent  County,  who  spent  his  entire 
life  upon  the  farm  where  Charles  Hill  now  resides. 
He  was  a successful  business  man  and  prominent 
citizen  of  his  community.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  first  union  being  with  Miss  Rebecca  Merritt, 
a sister  of  Benjamin  Merritt,  and  to  them  were 
born  twelve  children,  but  all  are  now  deceased. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  his 
second  cousin,  Martha  A.  Hurtt,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children,  James  W.,  and  Dr.  Edward  D. , 
of  Prince  George  County,  Md.  The  father  died 
in  1831,  when  about  fifty-four  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  father’s  death,  and  spent  his  early  life 
in  Galena,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  an  academy.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
took  charge  of  the  old  homestead  and  two  years 
later  purchased  that  place,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  for  eleven  years.  He  then  bought  the 
Marsh  Point  farm,  which  he  made  his  home  for 
nine  years,  but  in  1868  purchased  the  J.  F.  Wood- 
land farm,  where  he  still  lives.  Being  a thorough 
and  systematic  agriculturist,  he  has  placed  the 
land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming  and  fruit 
raising.  In  addition  to  his  home  farm,  compris- 
ing three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  he  owns 
a tract  of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  near  Ken- 


nedy ville  and  still  has  the  Marsh  Point  farm. 
The  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance of  his  places  indicate  the  supervision  of  a 
careful,  painstaking  owner,  of  progressive  ideas. 

Mr.  Hurtt  wasjoined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
E.,  only  daughter  of  James  Freeman  Woodland, 
and  to  them  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  still  living:  Lizzie,  now  the  wife  of 
E.  T.  Comegys;  Alice,  wife  of  H.  C.  Deringer; 
Florence,  wife  of  Woodland  Deringer,  of  Spang- 
ler, Pa.;  Woodland;  Clifton;  Dr.  Harry,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.;  and  Edwin  S.  Julia  died  July  28, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years.  Woodland 
Hurtt,  the  oldest  son,  now  resides  at  Woodland 
Hall,  the  late  residence  of  James  Freeman  Wood- 
land, his  maternal  grandfather.  He  married 
Miss  Woodland,  a daughter  of  James  F.  M.  and 
Emma  A.  Woodland,  and  they  now  have  one 
child,  James  Freeman. 

The  family,  which  is  one  of  prominence  in 
social  circles,  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Hurtt  has  ever  taken  a prominent 
and  influential  part  in  political  affairs,  first  as  a 
Whig  and  later  as  a Democrat.  His  fellow-citi- 
zens, appreciating  his  worth  and  ability,  elected 
him  a member  of  the  state  legislature  in  1872, 
and  while  a member  of  that  body  he  served  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  committee.  Whether  in 
public  or  private  life  he  has  ever  been  found  true 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him  and  has  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


AMES  H.  McNEAL,  member  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  of  Talbot  County 
and  also  a member  of  the  Shannahan  & 
Wrightson  Hardware  Company,  of  Easton,  Md., 
was  born  near  this  city,  October  ix,  1846,  being 
a son  of  Hon.  James  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Benny) 
McNeal,  also  natives  of  Talbot  County.  The 
family  of  which  he  is  a member  is  of  Scotch- Irish 
lineage,  belonging  to  that  class  whose  descend- 
ants are  among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to-day.  Hector  McNeal,  a 11a- 
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tive  of  Scotland,,  removed  to  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where  in  1725  his  son,  Archibald,  was 
born.  In  1747  the  latter  came  to  Talbot  Coun- 
ty, and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

James,  son  of  Archibald,  had  a son,  James 
Hector,  who  was  born  near  Easton,  January  20, 
1807,  and  grew  to  manhood  here.  Being  one  of 
nine  children  whose  parents  were  poor  he  met 
with  many  obstacles  in  his  attempt  to  secure  an 
education;  but  his  evenings  were  devoted  to  study 
and  as  he  possessed  a retentive  memory  he  stored 
in  his  mind  a valuable  fund  of  knowledge.  In 
1822  his  father  died,  and  being  the  eldest  son  he 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the 
family,  whom  he  in  a large  measure  supported. 
Going  to  Baltimore  he  was  employed  in  a shoe 
store  for  a time,  but  the  failing  health  of  his 
mother  caused  him  to  return  home,  and  soon 
afterward  she  died. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Benny,  James  Hector  Mc- 
Neal  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Easton,  where  by  economy,  good  management 
and  close  attention  to  business  he  became  suc- 
cessful. At  the  same  time  he  carried  on  his 
large  farm  near  town  where  the  family  resided. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican  and  during  the 
war  was  a strong  Union  man.  In  1864  he  was 
elected  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  of  which 
body  he  was  a useful  member.  In  1865  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  was  re-elected,  filling  the  position 
with  marked  ability.  For  two  years  he  was  col- 
lector of  state  and  county  charges,  after  which 
he  retired  from  public  life. 

James  Hector  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
lipiscopal  Church  and  held  the  office  of  trustee. 
His  life  was  brought  to  a close  on  Christmas  day, 
1868,  and  his  wife  passed  away  November  16, 
1870.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  P.  S. 
Reed,  of  Philadelphia;  Martha  V.,  wife  of  Gervas 
Hall,  of  Easton;  James  Hector,  of  this  sketch; 
Gertrude,  widow  of  Edwin  Ball,  of  Philadelphia; 
M.  Louisa,  wife  of  William  E.  Shannahan,  of 
Easton;  and  Annie  R.,  wife  of  Charles  T. 
Wriglitson,  of  Easton.  Three  of  the  children 


died  in  infancy.  Jonathan  Benny,  the  eldest 
son,  who  married  Mary  C.  Valliant,  of  Baltimore, 
died  in  June,  1895. 

After  graduating  at  the  Easton  Academy  our 
subject,  in  1864,  secured  employment  as  clerk  in 
a hardware  store  in  Easton,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.  For  four  years  he  was  employed 
in  a dry-goods  store.  In  1869  he  was  appointed 
deputy  United  States  marshal  under  Maj.  Ed- 
ward Y.  Goldsborougli,  at  Baltimore,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office  for  ten  years.  In 
the  meantime,  however,  he  did  not  neglect  his 
interests  in  Talbot  County,  but  continued  the 
management  of  his  farm  here.  In  1884  he  bought 
an  interest  in  the  hardware  firm  of  Shannahan 
& Wrightson,  of  Easton,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  connected. 

Politically  a Republican,  in  1879  our  subject 
was  nominated  for  the  legislature,  but  was  de- 
feated. In  November,  1895,  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  for  the  six-year  term.  He 
is  a director  of  the  Easton  Gas  and  Electric 
Light  Company  and  takes  an  interest  in  all  local 
enterprises  calculated  to  improve  the  place  and 
benefit  the  people. 

In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  is  a 
steward  and  the  secretary  of  the  official  board. 
August  23,  1893,  he  married  Caroline  K.  Budd, 
daughter  of  Henry  G.  Budd,  of  Smyrna,  Del. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  James 
Hector  and  Heijry  G.  Budd. 

- >•  > - — *—4— — 

FRANK  HEARN  has  been  the  proprietor 
of  a store  at  Bishop’s  Head,  Strait  district, 
Dorchester  County,  for  about  nine  years  and 
is  doing  well  from  a financial  point  of  view.  He 
is  genial,  cheerful  and  generous  in  disposition, 
and  readily  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes.  In 
addition  to  managing  his  store  he  is  interested 
to  some  extent  in  oyster  dredging  and  planting. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democracy,  and  was  a magis- 
trate for  several  years. 

Born  in  Drawbridge  district,  the  one  adjoining 
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Strait,  Mr.  Hearn  is  a son  of  Benjamin  B.  and 
Charlotte  A.  (Smith)  Hearn,  whose  history  will 
be  given  below.  He  was  born  in  1864,  and  is 
next  to  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living.  His  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  old 
homestead  near  Cambridge,  Dorchester  County. 
His  education  was  that  of  the  public  schools, 
supplemented  by  a course  in  practical  commercial 
training  in  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  College 
of  Baltimore.  Leaving  home  when  he  had 'ob- 
tained his  majority,  he  went  to  Wicomico  County, 
and  followed  merchandising  there  for  four  years. 
In  1888  he  came  to  this  place  and  opened  a store. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs  and  holds  the 
office  of  archon  with  the  local  lodge.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  valued  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
was  married  in  1893  to  Miss  Henrietta  G.  Pritch- 
ett, daughter  of  J.  N.  Pritchett,  and  their  only 
child  is  named  Omro. 

Benjamin  B.  Hearn,  father  of  the  above-named 
gentleman,  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  in 
1823,  a son  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Lowe)  Hearn. 
They  had  seven  children,  but  now  he  and 
his  brother,  William  W.,  of  Vienna,  Dorches- 
ter County,  are  the  only  ones  left.  The  father, 
Josiah,  was  a native  of  Sussex  County  also,  as 
were  his  ancestors  back  to  about  1700.  He  oper- 
ated a portion  of  the  old  family  estate  near  Laurel, 
Del.,  and  died  when  he  was  but  thirty-five  years 
old.  His  father  was  William,  a farmer,  and  most 
of  the  family  seem  to  have  followed  the  quiet, 
peaceful  life  of  tillers  of  the  soil.  Benjamin  B. 
Hearn  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about 
seventeen,  when  he  went  to  Laurel,  Del.,  and  a 
few  years  later,  in  1845,  became  associated  in  the 
manufacture  of  furniture  with  his  brother.  They 
did  business  together  up  to  1856,  when  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved  and  Benjamin  *Hearn  con- 
tinued there  until  i860,  when  he  commenced  cul- 
tivating a farm  near  Vienna.  He  stayed  there 
some  fourteen  years,  and  then,  from  the  fall  of 
1874  to  1896,  leased  a homestead  near  Cam- 
bridge. The  past  year  he  has  been  living  re- 
tired, in  the  enjoyment  of  the  results  of  his  for- 
mer years  of  toil,  his  home  being  in  Cambridge. 
For  three  years  he  has  been  a deacon  in  the 


Baptist  Church,  to  which  denomination  both  him- 
self and  wife  are  adherents.  She  is  Charlotte  A., 
daughter  of  Samuel  Smith.  The  surviving  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hearn  are:  Olevia,  Mrs. 
George  A.  Thompson;  Annie,  Mrs.  John  O. 
Weeden;  William  C.  and  George  E. , twins;  J.  F. 
and  Herbert,  a merchant  at  Lloyds,  this  county 


RANK  M.  ECCLES,  M.  D.,  is  a successful 
physician  of  Oxford,  Talbot  County,  where 
he  succeeded  in  practice  Dr.  Eugene  Doug- 
las, now  of  Baltimore.  He  is  a careful,  diligent 
student  of  his  profession,  and  by  study  in  college 
wTork  and  practical  experience  in  hospitals  and 
asylums  has  gained  a fund  of  knowledge  that  is 
of  inestimable  value  to  him.  In  practice  he  is 
accurate  in  diagnosis  and  skillful  in  treatment. 
He  is  interested  in  the  various  organizations  of 
the  medical  fraternity  and  holds  membership  in 
both  local  and  state  associations. 

Born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  January,  1858, 
the  doctor  is  a son  of  Perry  Eccles,  a native  of 
the  vicinity  of  Royal  Oak,  Talbot  County.  One 
of  our  subject’s  ancestors,  Perry  Benson,  served 
as  a captain  in  the  Revolution  and  was  made  a 
general  in  the  American  army  during  the  war  of 
1812.  The  Benson  family  settled  near  Royal 
Oak  some  time  in  the  seventeenth  century  and 
became  very  prominent  in  that  locality.  Our  sub- 
ject was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Baltimore  when  a 
small  child,  and  there  he  attended  college.  Later 
he  took  a classical  course  in  Swarthmore,  Dela- 
ware County,  Pa.,  where  his  literary  education 
was  completed.  He  read  medicine  for  two  vears, 
and  later  he  attended  lectures  and  graduated  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Balti- 
more. In  the  same  year,  1881,  he  was  made  hos- 
pital assistant,  a position  that  enabled  him  to  ex- 
tend his  medical  knowledge  by  broad  practical 
experience.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he 
was  made  resident  physician  of  Bay  View  Asylum, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then  took 
up  private  practice  in  Caroline  County,  and  from 
there  came  to  Oxford. 
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September  30,  1886,  the  doctor  married  Miss 
May  C.,  daughter  of  Major  Sanders,  of  Maryland. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Wilson  C. 
and  Frank  M.  Fraternally  the  doctor  is  con- 
nected with  several  prominent  orders,  and  while 
he  has  never  been  active  as  a partisan  politician, 
nevertheless  he  is  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
keeps  himself  posted  concerning  the  issues  before 
the  people.  His  franchise  is  used  on  behalf  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party. 
As  a citizen,  he  gives  his  support  to  measures  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  and  for  the  advancement 
of  village  and  county.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 


E.  McKNETT  has  carried  on  his  valuable 
homestead  known  as  Middletown  for  the  past 
thirty-three  years,  as  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion by  purchase  in  1864,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  been  much  interested  in  making  improve- 
ments upon  the  place.  It  is  a tract  of  land  situ- 
ated in  the  third  district  ol  Dorchester  County, 
comprising  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the  raising  of  grain 
and  staple  products.  The  owner  is  a practical 
agriculturist  and  has  made  a good  livelihood  for 
himself  and  family.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  reared  their  large  family  to  be  good  and 
useful  men  and  women  in  the  busy  world,  and 
have  trained  them  in  habits  of  industry  and  self- 
reliance  that  are  better  than  wealth  as  an  inherit- 
ance. 

The  McKnett  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction, 
but  as  the  father  of  our  subject  died  when  the 
latter  was  but  three  years  old,  the  history  of  his 
ancestors  on  the  paternal  side  is  wanting.  The 
father,  Thomas  McKnett,  was  a native  of  Har- 
rington, Del.,  and  was  a millwright  by  trade. 
He  removed  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  1837,  and 
there  held  an  office  by  appointment  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Maryland.  He  died  when  in  the  prime 
of  life  in  1839  with  that  dread  pestilence,  Asiatic 
cholera,  it  having  come  to  these  shores  upon 


trans-Atlantic  sailing  vessels.  He  was  a Whig 
politically,  and  was  a man  whom  all  respected 
and  admired  for  his  sterling  qualities.  He  mar- 
ried Josephine,  daughter  of  J.  Ennalls,  who  was 
of  English  descent.  She  was  born  and  brought 
up  in  Dorchester  County  and  died  in  1856,  after 
having  survived  her  husband  many  years.  Of 
their  seven  children  J,  E.  is  the  only  survivor. 
His  great-grandfather,  J.  Ennalls,  was  a colonel 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  received  a very 
large  grant  of  land  in  Dorchester  County  from 
the  king  of  England. 

J.  E.  McKnett  was  born  in  the  city  of  Balti 
more,  June  6,  1839,  and  was  taken  by  his  mother 
to  New  Market  district,  Dorchester  County,  and 
there  reared  upon  a farm.  He  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities, 
becoming  well  informed  on  general  subjects.  He 
obtained  and  taught  a school  from  his  twentieth 
to  his  twenty-eighth  year,  and  wras  a good  man 
for  the  calling.  He  has  always  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  since  reaching  his  majority. 

December  1,  1863,  he  married  Sarah  Vincent, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Vincent,  of  this 
county.  Ten  children  came  to  bless  their  union, 
and  only  one  of  the  number  has  been  called  from 
their  circle  by  death.  John,  the  eldest  son,  is  at 
home,  and  helps  in  the  management  of  the  farm; 
Rose  is  the  wife  of  Augustus  LeCompte,  the 
overseer  of  the  county  almshouse  near  by;  Thomas 
is  a resident  of  Big  Mills,  Md.;  Robert  A.  is  the 
next;  May  nnrriedjohn  Bassett,  of  this  vicinity ; 
and  Josephine,  Charles,  Maggie  and  Joseph  are 
at  home. 


RUFUS  S.  NOBLE,  commissioner  of  Dorches- 
ter County,  is  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  Taylor’s  Island,  of  which  village  he 
has  been  postmaster.  He  is  extensively  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  is  also  interested  in  the 
oyster  business,  being  the  owner  of  six  oyster 
boats,  three  of  which  are  dredgers.  In  local 
affairs  he  has  wielded  considerable  influence,  giv- 
ing his  support  to  the  Republican  party  and  its 
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candidates,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  in  1895  to  serve  for  a term 
of  six  years. 

Near  Preston,  Caroline  County,  Mr.  Noble  was 
born  December  3,  1851.  His  grandfather,  J. 
Noble,  was  a native  of  Sussex  County,  Del., 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying  at  the  age  of  about 
sixty  years.  He  was  a man  of  very  firm  con- 
victions and  when  once  resolved  that  a certain 
course  of  action  was  right,  nothing  could  swerve 
him  from  it.  Withal,  he  was  always  cool-headed 
and  in  the  face  of  any  emergency  never  became 
excited  and  never  acted  recklessly  or  with  im- 
petuosity. It  is  thought  that  his  father  was  born 
in  England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Maryland. 

Twiford  S.  Noble,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  and  from  there  in 
early  manhood  he  removed  to  Caroline  County, 
Md. , where  he  remained  until  his  death,  at  sixty- 
two  years  of  age.  In  the  local  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party  he  was  active.  He  served  as 
delegate  to  the  state  constitutional  convention 
and  at  one  time  was  commissioner  of  Caroline 
County.  In  religious  connections  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
married  Ruth  Leverton,  who  was  born  near 
Preston,  Caroline  County,  and  died  in  Dorchester 
County  when  only  twenty  years  of  age.  She 
was  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith  and  was  a member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Her  father,  Jacob 
Leverton,  was  a native  of  Caroline  County  and  a 
very  prosperous  farmer  there;  her  mother,  Ruth 
(Hannah)  Leverton,  was  a very  active  Abolition- 
ist in  the  days  when  slavery  excitement  ran  high. 
At  her  death  Mrs.  Noble  left  two  children,  the 
older  of  whom,  J.  L.  Noble,  M.  D.,  is  a physican 
at  Preston,  Md. 

At  the  time  of  his  mother’s  death  our  subject 
was  an  infant.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
in  boyhood  and  also  studied  in  Preston  Academy. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  employed  as 
teacher  of  a district  school  in  Caroline  County 
and  later  was  similarly  engaged  in  Dorchester 
County,  following  the  occupation  about  eight 
years.  On  his  marriage  he  settled  down  as  a 
farmer  near  Preston,  where  he  remained  for  two 


years.  He  then  removed  to  Solomon’s  Island, 
on  the  western  shore  of  Maryland,  where  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  about  three  years,  and 
then  came  to  Taylor’s  Island  and  opened  the 
store  that  he  has  since  conducted. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Noble  united  him  with 
Katie  B.  Dewell,  of  Baltimore,  daughter  of  Col. 
Thomas  Dewell,  who  owned  a tannery  in  Balti- 
more, served  as  a member  of  the  city  council 
there  and  during  the  war  held  rank  as  a colonel 
in  the  Union  army.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noble  consists  of  three  children:  Twiford  Sewell, 
who  is  a student  in  Dover  Academy,  at  Dover, 
Del.;  Fannie  L.  and  Marie,  who  are  at  home. 
The  family  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  Mr.  Noble  has  been  a 
steward  for  several  years. 


HE  GOLDSBOROUGH  FAMILY.  Nich- 
olas Goldsborough,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Goldsborough  family  of  Maryland,  was 
born  1640-1641,  at  Malcon  Regis,  near  Wey- 
mouth, in  the  County  of  Dorset,  England,  and 
married,  1659,  Margaret  Howes,  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  Howes,  son  of  William  Howes,  of 
Newbury,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  England.  He 
had  three  children,  viz.:  Robert,  born  Advent 
Sunday,  1660,  at  Blandford,  Dorset  County, 
England,  and  died  Christmas  day,  1746;  Nicho- 
las, who  died  in  1705;  and  Judith.  The  first- 
named,  Nicholas  Goldsborough,  left  England  in 
1669  and  went  to  Barbadoes,  thence  to  New 
England,  and  finally,  early  in  1670,  settled  on 
Kent  Island,  where  he  died.  He  was  buried  on 
the  plantation  of  Tobias  Wells.  His  wife  survived 
him  and  married  in  1672  George  Robins,  of  Tal- 
bot County,  and  had  a son,  Thomas  , who  married 
twice.  He  married  first  February  3,  1696,  Su- 
sannah Vaughan,  and  had  a son,  George.  His 
second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Standley  and  their 
children  are:  Thomas,  born  October  11,  1705; 
William  and  John,  twins,  born  December  22, 
1709;  Elizabeth;  Lambert;  and  Standley,  who 
married  January  6,  1742,  Sarah  Goldsborough. 
Thomas  Robins  died  December  29,  1721. 
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Robert  Goldsborough  of  Ashby,  Talbot  County, 
Md.  (son  of  Nicholas  and  Margaret  Howes 
Goldsborough),  came  to  Maryland  in  1678  and 
married  September  2,  1697,  Elizabeth  Greenbury, 
daughter  of  Col.  Nicholas  and  Ann  Greenbury, 
of  Greenbury  Point,  near  Annapolis.  She  was 
born  September  23,  1678,  in  Anne  Arundel 
County,  died  March  2,  1719,  and  had  children, 
viz.:  Ann,  born  July  13,  1698,  died  February  24, 
1708;  Elizabeth,  born  February  13,  1700,  died 
January  17,  1708:  Mary,  born  December  14, 
1702,  died  January  15,  1742;  Robert,  born  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1704,  died  April  30,  1777;  Nicholas, 
twin  brother  of  Robert,  born  February  17,  1704, 
died  November  14,  1757;  Charles,  born  June  26, 
1707,  died  July  4,  1767;  William,  born  July  6, 
1709,  died  in  September,  1760;  John,  born  Oc- 
tober 12,  1 7 1 1 , died  January  18,  1778;  Green- 
bury, born  November  16,  1713,  died  February  2, 
1715;  Howes,  born  November  14,  1715,  died 
March  30,  1746;  a second  Greenbury,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1717,  died  November  20,  1717;  a 
third  Greenbury,  born  November  19,  1718,  died 
three  hours  after  birth. 

Mary  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  Greenbury  Goldsborough,  married 
M.  Mooney,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Mary,  Eliza- 
beth and  Anna  Keziah.  Mary  Mooney,  daugh- 
ter of  Mary  Goldsborough  Mooney,  married 
June  16,  1751,  Thomas  Sherwood,  and  had  a 
son,  Maj.  Hugh,  who  married  December  10, 
1795,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Tilghman. 
Ann  Keziah  Mooney,  daughter  of  Mary  Golds- 
borough Mooney,  married  December  8,  1763, 
Daniel  Feddeman,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Mary, 
born  June  29,  1766;  Annie,  born  April  19, 
1768;  and  Daniel,  born  January  9,  1770,  and  died 
February  25,  1832.  Daniel  Feddeman,  son  of 
Daniel  and  Ann  Keziah  Mooney  Feddeman,  mar- 
ried March  16,  1794,  Rebecca  Sherwood  Wright- 
son,  who  died  October  15,  1842,  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary  Mooney;  born  February  3, 
1795;  Ann  Keziah,  born  February  13,  1797; 
Richard,  born  May  8,  1800;  Elizabeth,  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1805;  Mary,  born  May  8,  1807;  Jane 
Maynadier,  born  May  27,  1809;  Emma,  born 
December  18,  1811;  Philemon  Henry,  born  Au- 


gust 3,  1814;  Daniel  Maynadier,  born  January 
24,  1817,  who  married  April  27,  1865,  Alice  Col- 
bert; and  Dorothy,  born  February  4,  1819. 

Ann  Keziah  Feddeman,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Rebecca  Sherwood  Wrightson  Feddeman, 
married  November  25,  1813,  Philemon  William- 
son Hemsley,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Philemon 
Feddeman,  born  September  8,  1814,  died  young; 
Martha  Ann,  born  December  23,  1815,  who  mar- 
ried Alexander  Lackey;  Philemon  Feddeman, 
born  October  1,  1817,  who  married  Mary  Ham- 
bleton;  and  Richard  Feddeman,  born  July  19, 
1819,  died  in  April,  1854.  Philemon  (Philip) 
Henry  Feddeman,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca 
Wrightson  Feddeman,  married  November  25, 
1840,  Ann  Matilda  Groome,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Deborah  Morris  Groome,  and  had  one  son, 
Morris  Groome.  Samuel  Groome  was  a son  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  Kennard  Groome.  Charles 
Groome,  the  register  of  Chester  Parish,  Kent 
County,  Md.,  was  a son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
Groome.  The  last-named  Samuel  Groome  was 
a church  warden  in  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  Kent 
County,  Md. , in  the  year  1726. 

Robert  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth Greenbury  Goldsborough,  married  twice. 
He  was  married  November  5,  1739,  to  Sarah 
Nicols,  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  Nicols,  rector  of 
St.  Michael’s  Parish,  Talbot  County,  and  had 
one  son,  Robert,  born  November  8,  1740,  died 
1798.  Mrs.  Sarah  Nicols  Goldsborough  died 
Saturday,  November  15,  1740.  He  married  again 
July  8,  1742,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Turbutt  Robins, 
widow  of  John  Robins,  attorney-at-law,  who  died 
in  1739,  and  the  daughter  of  Foster  and  Bridget 
Turbutt;  she  died  August  29,  1794. 

Robert  Goldsborough  and  his  second  wife  had 
children,  viz.:  Elizabeth,  born  April  29,  1745, 
died  April  29,  1748;  Howes,  born  September  14, 
1747,  died  January  30,  1797;  William,  born 
March  17,  1750,  died  January  23,  1801;  and 
Mary  Ann  Turbutt,  born  October  21,  1752,  died 
unmarried  April  r 8 , 1811. 

Robert  Goldsborough  of  Myrtle  Grove,  son  of 
Robert  and  his  first  wife,  married  September  22, 
1768,  Mary  Emerson  Trippe,  youngest  daughter 
of  Henry  Trippe,  of  Dorchester  County,  and  had 
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children,  viz.:  Robert,  born  March  21,  1771,  died 
April  1 following;  Robert  Henry,  born  Febru- 
ary 17,  1774,  died  September  18,  1777;  Eliza- 
beth, born  July  30,  1776,  died  August  14,  1798, 
and  a second  Robert  Henry,  born  January  4, 
1779,  died  October  5,  1836. 

Elizabeth  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  Emerson  Trippe  Goldsborough,  married 
September  22,  1793,  Gov.  Charles  Goldsborough, 
and  had  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth  Greenbury  and 
Ann  Maria. 

Hon.  Robert  Henry  Goldsborough,  son  of 
Robert  and  Mary  Emerson  Trippe  Goldsborough, 
United  States  Senator  from  May  21,  1813,  to  De- 
cember 21,  1819,  married  January  16,  1800, 
Henrietta  Maria  Nicols,  daughter  of  Col.  Robert 
Lloyd  Nicols  and  his  wife,  Susannah  Robins 
Chamberlaine  Nicols,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Robert  William,  born  October  18,  1800;  William, 
born  April  20,  1802;  Charles  Henry,  born  April 
12,  1804;  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  January  4,  1806, 
who  married  Mr.  Coolidge  of  Boston,  and  died 
January  14,  1838;  Mary  Caroline,  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1808;  Henrietta  Maria,  born  January  31 , 
18 1 1 ; John  McDowell,  born  October  4,  1813; 
Mary  McDowell;  Eliza,  born  September  19,  1815; 
and  George  Robins,  born  April  11,  1821.  Col. 
Robert  Lloyd  Nicols  was  the  son  of  Jeremiah 
Nicols  and  Deborah  Lloyd.  Deborah  Lloyd  was 
the  daughter  of  James  Lloyd  and  Ann  Grundy. 
Susannah  Robins  Chamberlaine,  when  she  mar- 
ried, in  August,  1775,  Col.  Robert  Lloyd  Nicols, 
was  the  widow  of  Thomas  Chamberlaine.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Robins  and  Henri- 
etta Maria  Tilghman,  who  married  April  22, 
1721.  Henrietta  Maria  Tilghman  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Ann  Maria  Lloyd  Tilghman 
of  the  Hermitage. 

Howes  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and  his 
second  wife,  Mary  Ann  Turbutt  Robins  Golds- 
borough, married  November  16,  1773,  Rebecca 
Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
Yerbury  Goldsborough,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Sarah,  born  October  5,  1774;  Robert,  born  March 
6,  1776,  died  December  5,  1777;  Mary  Ann,  born 
February  23,  1778;  Charles,  born  June  4,  1779, 
died  August  13,  1824;  Robert  Yerbury,  born 


January  24,  1782;  Henry  Turbutt,  born  Decem- 
ber 11,  1783,  died  February  2,  1785;  William 
Henry,  born  May  6,  1785,  died  August  14,  1842; 
Ann,  born  May  11,  1787,  who  married  May  30, 
1810,  Charles  Louis  Pascault,  of  Baltimore,  and 
died  December  24,  1855;  Howes,  born  March  n, 
1789,  who  married  Maria  Ward;  Rebecca,  born 
November  25,  1790,  died  in  September,  1792; 
Elizabeth,  born  February  8,  1791,  died  February 
19,  1791;  and  Henry,  born  February  16,  1792, 
died  1832. 

Sarah  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Howes  and 
Rebecca  Goldsborough,  married  March  25,  1802, 
Dr.  Samuel  Y.  Keene,  and  had  children,  viz.: 

John  Henry  and  Mary  Ann,  who  married  

Hollingsworth. 

Mary  Ann  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Howes 
and  Rebecca  Goldsborough,  married  March  4, 
1804,  Dr.  Tristram  Thomas,  of  Easton,  Md.,  and 
had  children,  viz.:  Juliana,  born  December  20, 
1804;  and  Robert  T.  Goldsborough,  who  married 
in  March,  1831,  Mary  Isabella  Willson,  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  Jacob  Willson. 

Charles  Goldsborough,  son  of  Howes  and  Re- 
becca Goldsborough,  married  November  2,  1802, 
Sarah  Keene,  born  December  16,  1789,  died  No- 
vember 26,  1819,  the  daughter  of  Vachel  Keene, 
who  was  a brother  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Keene,  of 
Talbot,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Howes,  Eleanor; 
Charles,  born  June  1,  1807;  Samuel  and  Sarah. 

Henry  Goldsborough,  son  of  Howes  and  Re- 
becca Goldsborough,  married  four  times,  viz.: 
first,  April  24,  1817,  Eliza  Ann  Thomas,  of 
Queen  Anne’s,  who  died  August  24,  1817;  sec- 
ond, Susannah  Shippley,  and  had  two  sons  and 
a daughter;  third,  May  18,  1823,  Annie  Keene, 
who  died  June  9,  1824;  and  fourth,  November 
15,  1825,  Margaret  Tilghman,  daughter  of  James 
Tilghman,  son  of  James  Tilghman,  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Tilghman  Goldsborough  sur- 
vived her  husband,  and  married  June  22,  1817, 
John  Goldsborough,  son  of  John  and  Caroline 
Goldsborough,  of  Four  Square. 

Nicholas  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and  Eliz- 
abeth Greenbury  Goldsborough,  and  twin  brother 
of  Robert,  married  April  7,  1746,  Mrs.  Jane  Ban- 
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ning,  widow  of  James  Banning,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 14,  1756.  Having  no  children  of  his  own  he 
adopted  those  of  his  wife,  and  in  his  will,  dated 
October  20,  1756,  left  to  them  his  property.  The 
names  of  his  adopted  children  were  Jeremiah, 
Henry  and  Anthony  Banning. 

Charles  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth Greenbury  Goldsborough,  married  twice. 
He  married  July  18,  1730,  Elizabeth  Ennalls, 
sister  of  Col.  Joseph  Ennalls,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Elizabeth  Greenbury,  born  July  4, 
1731,  who  married  William  Ennalls,  son  of  the 
said  Col.  Joseph  Ennalls;  and  Robert,  born  De- 
cember 3,  1733,  died  December  20,  1788.  He 
married  again,  August  2,  1739,  Elizabeth  Dickin- 
son, half  sister  of  John  Dickinson  of  Philadelphia, 
and  had  one  son,  Charles,  born  April  2,  1740. 

Hon.  Robert  Goldsborough,  barrister,  son  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  Ennalls  Goldsborough, 
was  a very  distinguished  gentleman.  He  was 
appointed  a delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress 
by  the  several  conventions  of  Maryland,  which 
were  held  in  Annapolis  June  22,  1774,  December 
8,  1774,  December  7,  1775,  and  May  8,  1776. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
and  also  of  the  Convention  of  the  Province  of 
Maryland,  held  at  Annapolis,  August  14,  1776, 
to  form  a constitution  for  the  state  of  Maryland. 
He  married  in  England,  March  27,  1755,  Sarah 
Yerbury,  daughter  of  Richard  Yerbury,  of  Bass- 
ing-Hall  street,  London,  who  died  December  20, 
1788,  in  Cambridge,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Charles,  born  December  19,  1755,  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1758;  Rebecca,  born  July  4,  1757,  died 
June  26,  1802,  who  married  November  16,  1773, 
Howes  Goldsborough;  Sarah,  born  October  11, 
1758,  who  married  Henry  Ennalls  of  Dorchester 
County,  and  died  April  21,  1822,  sine  prole; 
Elizabeth,  born  June  3,  1760,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1827;  Charles,  born  November  21,  1761, 
died  in  June,  1801;  William,  born  August  5, 
1762,  died  May  22,  1826;  John,  born  December 
16,  1763,  died  May  10,  1767;  Robert,  born  in 
1766,  and  drowned  in  1791;  Richard,  born  Au- 
gust 13,  1768;  Rachael,  born  December  10,  1769, 
who  married  Horatio  Ridout  of  Ann  Arundel 
County,  and  left  a son,  John  Ridout;  John,  born 


October  28,  1772,  died  in  October,  1788;  and 
Howes,  born  P'ebruary  18,  1775,  who  married 
Mary  Rogers. 

Elizabeth  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Robert  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried Dr.  James  Sykes  of  Delaware  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  James,  born  in  1794;  William,  born 
in  1798;  Alfred,  born  in  1801,  and  Anna  Matilda, 
born  in  1805,  died  in  1812. 

Charles  Goldsborough  of  Horn’s  Point,  son  of 
Hon.  Robert  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough, 
married  thrice.  His  first  wife  was  Williamima 
Smith,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Smith  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  had  children,  viz. : Robert,  born  in 
1785,  died  in  1817;  William,  born  in  1787,  died 
in  1812,  and  Sarah  Yerbury,  born  in  1789,  who 
married  Gov.  Charles  Goldsborough.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Elizabeth  Greenbury  Goldsborough, 
daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  Goldsborough, 
who  died  April  7,  1797.  His  third  wife  was  Mrs. 
Anna  McKeel  Stevens,  and  had  a son,  Charles, 
of  Lewistown,  Del.  She  survived  him  and  married 
Dr.  Alward  White  of  Cambridge,  Md.,  and  had 
children,  viz.:  John  and  Dr.  Alward  McKeel. 

Rev.  William  Smith,  D.  D.,  was  the  last  prin- 
cipal of  a celebrated  free  school  at  Chestertown. 
He  wTas  afterward  the  first  principal  of  Washing- 
ton College  near  Chestertown,  and  subsequent- 
ly provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Washington  College,  the  cornerstone  of  which 
was  laid  May  15,  1783,  had  the  honor  during  the 
administration  of  Dr.  Smith  of  conferring  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  upon  George  Washington,  who 
it  is  recorded  upon  one  of  his  visits  to  Chester- 
town, by  invitation  took  the  chair  and  presided 
at  a meeting  of  the  visitors  and  governors  of  the 
college. 

Robert  Goldsborough,  son  of  Charles  and 
Williamima  Smith  Goldsborough,  married  Mary 
Nixon  of  Dover,  Del.,  who  survived  him  and 
married  Gardiner  Bailey  of  Cambridge. 

William  Goldsborough,  son  of  Hon.  Robert 
and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  married  No- 
vember 8,  1792,  Sarah  Worthington,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Worthington  of  Anne  Arundel  County, 
and  in  1795  removed  to  Frederick  County  and 
purchased  an  estate  called  Richfield.  Several 
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years  before  his  death  he  resided  in  Frederick 
City  and  died  May  26,  1826,  in  the  sixty-third 
year  of  his  age.  He  had  children,  viz.:  William, 
born  in  1793,  died  in  1813;  Nicholas  Worthing- 
ton, born  in  1795;  Dr.  Edward  Yerbury,  born 
December  5,  1797,  died  November  14,  1850;  Dr. 
Charles  Henry,  born  February  14,  1800,  died 
August  17,  1862;  Dr.  Leander  W.,  born  May  21, 
1804;  and  Catherine,  born  March  25,  1807,  who 
married  November  15,  1827,  Thomas  Duckett  of 
Prince  George,  and  had  children,  viz.,  Richard 
and  Allen  Buoy. 

Dr.  Edward  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  son  of 
William  and  Sarah  Worthington  Goldsborough, 
married  November  21,  1826,  Margaret  Schley, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Schley,  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary  Catherine;  William,  born  No- 
vember 29,  1830,  died  May  14,  1853;  Eliza  Mar- 
garet, born  February  25,  1833,  died  August  25, 
1834;  John;  Edward,  born  February  28,  183-, 
died  March  18,  1839;  Edward  Yerbury;  Robert 
Henry;  and  a second  Eliza  Margaret,  born  April 
10,  1845,  died  August  15,  1845.  Mrs.  Margaret 
Schley  Goldsborough  died  December  28,  1876,  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  her  age. 

Dr.  John  Goldsborough,  son  of  Dr.  Edward 
Yerbury  and  Margaret  Schley  Goldsborough, 
married  in  December,  1863,  Julianna  Strider,  and 
had  children,  viz.:  John  Schley  and  Edward  Yer- 
bury, twins,  and  Julianna. 

Edward  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  United  States 
marshal  (1876)  in  Baltimore,  son  of  Dr.  Edward 
Yerbury  and  Margaret  Schley  Goldsborough, 
married  June  10,  1874,  Amy  Ralston  Auld  (a 
grand-niece  of  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  late 
United  States  chief  justice)  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Jane  Chase  Auld  of  Ohio. 

Dr.  Charles  Henry  Goldsborough,  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  Worthington  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried November  24,  1836,  Amelia  Poe,  and  had 
children,  viz. : Catherine  Duckett,  who  married 
December  27,  1866,  Prof.  Alfred  M.  Mayer,  the 
distinguished  chemist,  and  died  May  2,  1868; 
Charles  Worthington;  Sarah  Worthington,  born 
April  6,  1848,  died  December  10,  1868;  Joseph- 
ine, who  married  January  17,  1871,  Lewis  Trail, 
and  died  November  17,  1871;  and  Amelia. 


Dr.  Charles  Worthington  Goldsborough,  son 
of  Dr.  Charles  Henry  and  Amelia  Poe  Golds- 
borough, married  November  9,  1866,  Henrietta 
Bedinger  Lee,  daughter  of  Edmond  J.  Lee  of 
Virginia,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Charles,  Ed- 
mond Lee,  Catherine  Duckett,  Edward  Lee  and 
Nelson  Poe. 

Dr.  Leander  W.  Goldsborough,  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  Worthington  Goldsborough,  married 
in  1830,  Sarah  Duncan,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Maj.  William  (C.  S.  A.),  Dr.  Charles,  Leander, 
Lewis,  Eugene  and  Alice. 

Catherine  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Worthington  Goldsborough,  married 
November  15,  1827,  Thomas  Duckett  of  Prince 
George  County,  Md.,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Sarah;  Richard,  who  married  Miss  Warring;  and 
Allen  Bowie. 

Dr.  Richard  Goldsborough,  son  of  Hon.  Robert 
and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  married  Ach- 
sah  Worthington,  and  had  children,  viz. : Cath- 
erine, born  in  1794,  who  married  James  B.  Pat- 
terson and  afterward  Lisle  R.  Robinson  of 
Winchester,  Va.;  Richard  Yerbury,  born  in 
1796;  Robert,  born  in  1797,  died  in  1809;  Sarah, 
born  in  1799,  who  married  Ephraim  Gaither  of 
Montgomery  County;  Nicholas,  born  in  1800, 
who  married  Jane  Edelin;  Brice  John,  born  in 
1803,  who  married  Leah  Goldsborough,  daughter 
of  James  Goldsborough,  and  had  two  sons,  Rich- 
ard and  Worthington;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1805; 
Charles  and  William,  twins,  born  in  1808;  and 
Matilda. 

Charles  Goldsborough  of  Horn’s  Point,  son  of 
Charles  and  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Dickinson 
Goldsborough,  married  Anna  Maria  Tilglunan, 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Lloyd  Tilgh- 
man  of  Groces  and  had  children,  viz.:  Charles, 
born  July  15,  1765;  and  William  Tilghman,  born 
in  December,  1766,  and  died  in  1787,  sine  prole. 

Hon.  Charles  Goldsborough,  born  July  15, 
1765,  died  December  13,  1834,  of  Hunting  Creek, 
son  of  Charles  and  Anna  Maria  Tilghman  Golds- 
borough, was  governor  of  Maryland  in  1818, 
married  twice.  He  married  first  September  22, 
1793,  Elizabeth  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Judge 
Robert  Goldsborough  of  Myrtle  Grove,  Talbot 
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County,  Md.,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth 
Greenbury,  born  in  1794,  and  Anna  Maria  Sarah, 
born  November  15,  1796,  who  married  January 
10,  1814,  William  Henry  Fitzhugh,  of  Virginia. 
He  married  a second  time,  May  22,  1804,  Sarah 
Yerburv  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Charles 
Goldsborough  of  Horn’s  Point,  the  eldest  son  of 
Charles  Goldsborough  of  Cambridge. 

Gov.  Charles  Goldsborough  and  his  second 
wife,  Sarah  Yerburv  Goldsborough,  had  children, 
viz.:  Charles  Yerbury,  born  in  February,  1805, 
died  in  1807;  John  McDowell,  born  August  22, 
1806,  died  August  24,  1807;  William  Tilghman, 
born  March  5,  1808,  died  January  23,  1876; 
George  Washington,  born  January  20,  1810,  died 
September  27,  1812;  Charles  McDowell,  born  Oc- 
tober 27,  1 8 1 1 , died  May  24,  1815;  Williamina 
Elizabeth  Cadwalader,  born  March  30,  1813,  died 
February  9,  1865;  Robert  Henry,  born  Decem- 
ber 31,  1814,  died  September  9,  1819;  Mary 
Tilghman;  William  Henry  Fitzhugh,  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1818,  died  October  9,  1819;  Caroline; 
Robert  Fitzhugh,  born  August  28,  1822,  died 
September  20,  1824;  Sarah  Yerbury,  born  Au- 
gust 31,  1824,  died  July  26,  1825;  Richard  Tilgh- 
man and  Henrietta  Maria,  born  August  29,  1828, 
died;  and  Charles  Fitzhugh. 

Elizabeth  Greenbury  Goldsborough,  daughter 
of  Gov.  Charles  and  his  first  wife,  married  Octo- 
ber 30,  1828,  Hon.  John  Leeds  Kerr  of  Easton, 
Md.  She  married  in  Baltimore  in  1870,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  She  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874.  They  had  children,  viz. : Elizabeth 
Goldsborough,  Charles  Goldsborough  and  Ed- 
ward Leeds. 

Hon.  Charles  Goldsborough  Kerr  of  Baltimore, 
son  of  the  Hon.  John  Leeds  and  Elizabeth  Green- 
bur)’  Goldsborough  Kerr,  with  whom  the  writer 
was  a fellow-student  at  Dame  Hall  University  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1853,  married  April  25, 
1867,  Ella  Johnson,  daughter  of  Hon.  Reverdy 
Johnson,  the  eminent  lawyer  and  distinguished 
statesman  and  diplomatist,  and  had  children,  viz. : 
Mary  Bowie,  Ella  Johnson  and  Charles  Golds- 
borough. 

Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson  of  Baltimore,  born  at 
Annapolis,  May  21,  1796,  was  the  son  of  Chan- 


cellor John  Johnson.  His  first  public  position 
was  deputy  of  the  attorney-general  of  Prince 
George  County,  Md.  In  November,  1817,  he 
removed  to  Baltimore.  I11  1821  he  was  elected 
to  the  senate  of  Maryland  and,  serving  with  dis- 
tinction and  ability,  was  re-elected.  In  1845  he 
was  sent  to  the  United  States  senate,  but  resigned 
in  1849  to  accept  the  position  of  attorney-general 
tendered  him  by  President  Taylor.  I11  the  winter 
of  1 860-1 86 1 he  was  a member  of  the  peace  con- 
vention. In  1861  he  again  was  in  the  state  sen- 
ate for  Baltimore  County,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1862-1863  was  elected  a second  time  to  the  senate 
of  the  United  States. 

In  1868  he  was  appointed  minister  to  the  court 
of  St.  James  and  was  so  warmly  received  and  en- 
tertained by  the  English  people  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions,  that  Lord  Clarendon,  writing  to  a 
friend  in  America,  said  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  the 
only  diplomatic  representative  that  had  ever 
brought  out  the  true  friendly  feeling  of  the  Brit- 
ish people  for  those  of  the  United  States.  Hon. 
Reverdy  Johnson  died  suddenly  February  10, 
1876,  from  the  effects  of  an  accidental  fall  received 
while  walking  in  the  dusk  of  evening  in  the 
grounds  of  the  executive  mansion,  Annapolis. 
The  sad  event  was  communicated  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  then  in  session,  by  the  governor 
with  the  following  special  message: 

STATE  OF  MARYLAND,  EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  February  1 x , 1876. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates: 

The  melancholy  duty  devolves  on  me  of  in- 
forming you  by  an  official  communication  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson.  This  sad 
event  occurred  last  evening  at  the  executive 
mansion,  from  an  unaccountable  and  unwitnessed 
accident.  The  distinguished  abilities  of  Mr. 
Johnson  as  a jurist  and  statesman  have  long  made 
him  the  pride  of  his  native  state,  and  on  this 
most  sad  occasion  the  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  deem  it  proper  to  pay  to  his  memory 
that  tribute  of  respect  to  which  his  faithful  serv- 
ices of  his  state  and  his  country  so  justly  entitle 
him.  John  Lee  Carroll. 
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Hon.  John  Leeds  Kerr,  father  of  Hon.  Charles 
Goldsborough  Kerr,  was  the  son  of  David  Kerr, 
who  came  from  Scotland  while  yet  a young  man 
and  settled  first  in  Falmouth,  Va.,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock River.  From  thence  he  came  to 
Maryland  and  married  in  Annapolis  Mrs.  Ham- 
mond, who  soon  died,  leaving  no  child.  He  subse- 
quently settled  in  Talbot  County,  Md.,  and  mar- 
ried Rachael  Leeds  Bozman,  a sister  of  John 
Leeds  Bozman,  the  historian  of  Maryland,  and 
had  several  children,  one  of  whom  was  Hon. 
John  Leeds  Kerr.  David  Kerr  held  many  prom- 
inent positions,  and  was  a member  of  the  Mary- 
land legislature  in  1793. 

Hon.  John  Leeds  Kerr  represented  his  county 
in  the  house  of  delegates  and  senate  of  Maryland, 
was  three  times  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  a member  of  the  United  States  senate  from 
January  5,  1841,  to  March  4,  1843.  His  first 
wife  (April  8,  1801)  was  Sarah  Hollyday  Cham- 
berlaine,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Henrietta 
Maria  Hollyday  Chamberlaine  of  Talbot  and  had 
children,  viz.:  John  Bozman,  Rev.  Samuel  C., 
David;  Sophia,  who  married  Mr.  Leigh;  Henri- 
etta Maria,  who  married  Gen.  Trench  Tilghman; 
and  Rachael  Ann,  who  married  William  H.  Done. 
His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Greenbury  Golds- 
borough. 

Hon.  William  Tilghman  Goldsborough  (born 
March  5,  1808,  died  January  23,  1876),  of  Horn’s 
Point,  Dorchester  County,  son  of  Gov.  Charles 
and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  married  Oc- 
tober 26,  1837,  Mary  Ellen  Lloyd,  daughter  of 
Col.  Edward  Lloyd,  of  Wye  House,  Talbot, 
and  Sarah  Scott  Murray  Lloyd,  and  had  children, 
viz.:  Charles,  William  Tilghman;  Edward  Lloyd, 
born  December  15,  1843,  died  March  29,  1861; 
Ellen  Lloyd,  Fitzhugh,  Nannie  Lloyd;  Sallie 
Murray,  born  January  27,  1855,  died  December 
6,  1856;  Richard  Tilghman,  Alice  Lloyd  and 
Mary  Lee. 

Hon.  William  Tilghman  Goldsborough  died  at 
his  late  residence,  No.  130  Cathedral  street, 
Baltimore,  Sunday,  January  23,  1876,  and  was 
buried  at  eleven  o’clock  January  26,  1876,  in 
Greenmount  Cemetery.  He  was  physically  a 
splendid  specimen  of  a man  six  feet,  four  inches 


in  height,  and  in  other  respects  a superb  type  of 
the  gentry  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  of 
the  olden  times.  He  early  distinguished  himself 
in  the  senate  of  Maryland,  and  in  1847  he  was  a 
candidate  of  the  Whig  party  for  governor,  but  was 
defeated  by  a small  majority  by  Hon.  Philip 
Francis  Thomas.  In  1850  he  was  again  elected 
to  the  state  senate.  In  1860-61  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  peace  convention  which  met  in  Wash- 
ington. In  1867  he  represented  his  county  in 
the  constitutional  convention  of  Maryland.  As 
a director  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company  he  was  identified  with  the  great  public 
works  of  the  state. 

Charles  Goldsborough,  son  of  Hon.  William 
Tilghman  and  Mary  Ellen  Lloyd  Goldsborough, 
married  November  7,  1865,  Mary  C.  Galt  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  had  children,  viz.:  Mary  C.,  Ellen 
Lloyd,  Charles,  William  Fitzhugh  and  Robert 
Galt. 

Williamina  Elizabeth  Cadwalader  Goldsbor- 
ough, daughter  of  Gov.  Charles  and  Sarah  Yer- 
bury Goldsborough,  married  in  June,  1837,  Will- 
iam Laird,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Winder,  born 
in  October,  1838,  who  died  a soldier  in  the  Con- 
federate army;  William  Henry,  who  married 
Miss  Packard;  Martha,  who  married  Washington 
Elwell  Goldsborough;  and  Philip. 

Mary  Tilghman  Goldsborough,  daughter  of 
Gov.  Charles  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough, 
married  William  Goldsborough  of  Myrtle  Grove, 
and  had  children,  viz.:  Susan,  Robert,  William, 
Charles  and  Mary. 

Caroline  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Gov. 
Charles  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried Philip  Pembleton  Dandridge  of  Virginia, 
and  had  children,  viz.:  Mary  Lee,  Nannie, 

Lillie,  Philip,  Charles,  William  and  Caroline. 

Henrietta  Maria  Goldsborough,  daughter  of 
Gov.  Charles  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough, 
married  Daniel  Henry  of  Dorchester  County. 

Richard  Tilghman  Goldsborough,  son  of  Gov. 
Charles  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried Mary  Henry,  sister  of  Daniel  Henry. 

Charles  Fitzhugh  Goldsborough,  son  of  Gov. 
Charles  and  Sarah  Yerbury  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried Charlotte  Henry,  sister  of  Daniel  Henry, 
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and  had  children,  viz.:  Charlotte,  Charles, 
Daniel  and  Sterling. 

William  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  Greenbury  Goldsborough,  married  in 
1734  Elizabeth  Robins,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Robins,  who  died  December  29,  1721,  the  son  of 
George  Robins,  who  died  May  12,  1677. 

The  last-named,  George  Robins,  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Talbot  County,  Md.,  in  1670, 
upon  a tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  origi- 
nally patented  to  Job  Nutt,  and  called  “Job’s 
Content,”  adjacent  to  Capt.  Miles  Cook’s  patent 
for  “Cook’s  Hope.”  This  homestead  was  sub- 
sequently called  “Peach  Blossom”  because  of 
the  number  of  peach  and  other  trees  planted 
there  by  George  Robins,  son  of  Thomas,  who  be- 
ing sent  to  England  for  commercial  training, 
formed  a life-long  friendship  with  Peter  Collison, 
then  world-renowned  as  a naturalist  and  botanist. 
Many  fruits  and  flowers  were  here  first  intro- 
duced into  America,  having  been  sent  by  Collison, 
who  procured  them  from  Prussia  and  the  east. 
The  peach  tree  was  cultivated  in  Kent  County, 
Md.,  as  early  as  1650.'  • 

William  and  Elizabeth  .Robins  Goldsborough 
had  children,  viz.:  Greenbury,  Henrietta  Maria, 
William;  and  Elizabeth,  born  July  28,  1743. 
William  Goldsborough  married  again  September 
2,  1747,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Maria  Tilghman  Robins, 
widow  of  George  Robins,  who  died  December  6, 
1742.  She  was  born  August  18,  1707,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Tilghman,  second  of  the 
Hermitage,  and  died  November  7,  1771.  William 
Goldsborough  died  in  1760. 

John  Goldsborough  of  Four  Square,  Talbot, 
son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Greenbury  Golds- 
borough, married  October  31,  1733,  Ann  Turbutt, 
born  April  29,  1715,  daughter  of  Foster  Turbutt 
and  Bridget,  his  wife.  Foster  Turbutt,  for  many 
years  clerk  of  Talbot  County,  born  November  15, 
1679,  was  the  son  of  Michael  Turbutt  and  Sarah, 
his  wife.  Michael  Turbutt  was  one  of  the  jus- 
ticesof  Talbot  in  1688  and  died  in  1696.  Foster 
Turbutt  died  February  21,  1720.  Bridget  Tur- 
butt died  October  18,  1719. 

John  and  Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Elizabeth,  born  January  22, $ 1735; 


Robert,  born  in  February,  1735,  died  January  2, 
1770;  John,  born  March  26,  1740,  died  Novem- 
ber 18,  1803;  Greenbury,  born  April  22,  1742, 
died  February  19,  1829;  Charles,  born  June  16, 
1744,  married  Ann  Tilghman,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward Tilghman,  and  was  accidentally  killed  by  a 
gun  in  1774;  Anna,  born  January  2,  1751,  mar- 
ried Vincent  Loockerman  of  Dover,  Del. , and  died 
May  15,  1781,  leaving  a daughter,  Susan  Hall 
Loockerman,  who  married  Mr.  Stoops;  Henrietta 
Maria,  born  December  6,  1752;  Mary,  born  Oc- 
tober 19,  1755,  died  March  20,  1796;  and  Capt. 
William  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  was 
born  June  2,  1759,  and  died  December  22,  1794, 
sine  prole.  Mrs.  Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough 
died  November  n,  1766,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

John  Goldsborough  married  secondly  Mrs. 
Mary  Skinner  Loockerman,  widow  of  John,  son 
of  Jacob  Loockerman,  who  died  in  1732  and  had 
two  children,  viz.:  Ann,  who  married  Arthur 
Emory  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  who  left  a 
daughter  Mary,  who  married  Perry  Wilmer;  and 
Robert. 

Elizabeth  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  John 
and  Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married  three 
times.  Her  first  husband  was  John  Campbell, 
and  had  children,  viz.:  Ann,  who  died  young; 
and  Margaret.  Her  second  husband  was  Benton 
Staunton  of  Caroline  County.  Her  third  hus- 
band was  Richard  Kennard,  who  died  in  1796. 
She  died  March  20,  1796. 

Margaret  Campbell,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Goldsborough  Campbell,  married  Hon. 
John  Henry,  governor  of  Maryland  in  1797,  and 
died  in  1789,  leaving  two  sons,  John  Campbell, 
who  married  Miss  Steele;  and  Francis  Jenkings. 

John  Goldsborough  of  Four  Square,  son  of 
John  and  Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  who  mar- 
ried October  26,  1762,  Caroline  Goldsborough, 
daughter  of  Howes  and  Rosanna  Piper  Goldsbor- 
ough, and  had  children,  viz.:  John,  born  May  7, 
1767,  died  August  12,  1840;  Howes,  born  No- 
vember 20,  1771,  died  October  20,  1804;  Robert, 
born  April  5,  1775,  who  married  Sarah  Potter  of 
Philadelphia,  and  died  April  16,  1811;  Elizabeth 
Greenbury,  born  April  5,  1775,  who  married 
Charles,  son  of  Hon.  Robert  and  Sarah  Yerbury 
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Goldsborough,  who  died  April  7,  1797;  Charles 
Washington,  born  April  18,  1777,  died  Decem- 
ber 14,  1843;  Horatio,  born  December  26,  1788, 
died  December  16,  1812;  and  Matthew  and  Sam- 
uel, twins,  born  June  1,  1784,  died  in  infancy. 
John  Goldsborough  was  deputy  commissary  of 
Dorchester  County  under  the  provincial  govern- 
ment and  after  the  Revolution  was  for  many 
years  register  of  wills. 

John  Goldsborough,  son  of  John  and  Caroline 
Goldsborough  of  Four  Square,  married  January 
24,  1797 , Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine,  and  had 
children,  viz.:  John,  born  in  1797;  Henrietta 
Maria,  born  October  16,  1798,  died  October  13, 
1799;  John  Chamberlaine,  born  September  22, 
1800;  and  a second  Henrietta  Maria,  born  No- 
vember 2,  1805,  died  August  17,  1826;  Samuel 
Chamberlaine,  born  in  1807,  died  September  17, 
1828;  Elizabeth  Greenbury,  born  January  1, 
1803,  died  December  1,  i860;  Robert  Lloyd, 
born  August  26,  1810;  James  Kemp,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1813,  drowned  in  Treadavon  Creek 
and  buried  April  21,  1864;  Marion  Caroline,  born 
January  31,  1815;  and  Henry  Hollyday,  born 
June  22,  1817.  He  married  secondly  November 
28,  1837,  Mrs.  Margaret  Goldsborough,  the 

widow  and  fourth  wife  of  Henry,  the  son  of 
Howes  and  Rebeeca  Goldsborough. 

Samuel  Chamberlaine, who  married  January  15, 

1772,  Henrietta  Maria  Hollyday,  the  father  of 
Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine  above  mentioned,  was 
born  August  23,  1742,  the  son  of  Samuel  Cham- 
berlaine of  Plain  Dealing,  Talbot  County,  who 
was  born  May  17,  1697,  settled  at  Oxford,  Tal- 
bot, in  1814,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas  Chamber- 
laine, born  in  1658,  and  his  first  wife,  Ann  Pen- 
keth,  who  had  five  children,  viz.:  Thomas,  John, 
Samuel,  Mary  and  Esther. 

Samuel  Chamberlaine,  of  Plain  Dealing  married 
twice.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Ungle,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Ungle,  who  died  sine  prole,  and  he 
married  January  22,  1729,  Henrietta  Maria  Lloyd, 
daughter  of  Col.  James  Lloyd  and  Ann  Grundy, 
daughter  of  Robert  Grundy.  He  died  April  30, 

1773,  and  his  wife  died  March  29,  1748.  They 
had  children,  viz.:  Thomas,  born  May  25,  1731, 
who  married  October  1,  1761,  Susannah  Robins, 


daughter  of  George  Robins  and  Henrietta  Maria 
Tilghman;  James  Lloyd,  born  October  11,  1732, 
who  married  April  16,  1757,  Henrietta  Maria 
Robins,  sister  of  his  brother  Thomas’  wife;  Ann, 
born  October  23,  1734,  who  married  Richard 
Tilghman  Earle,  of  Queen  Anne;  Henrietta 
Maria,  born  March  21,  1736,  died  May  17,  1737; 
a second  Henrietta  Maria,  born  October  28,  1739, 
who  married  May  21,  1760,  William  Nicols; 
Samuel,  born  August  23,  1742,  and  Robert 
Lloyd,  born  September  14,  1745,  died  July  27, 
1756. 

Samuel  Chamberlaine,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hen- 
rietta Maria  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  married  Janu- 
ary 15,  1772,  Henrietta  Maria  Hollyday,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Anna  Maria  Robins  Hollyday, 
and  had  children,  viz. : Anna  Maria,  who  married 
January  24,  1797;  John  Goldsborough  of  Easton; 
Lloyd;  May;  Sarah  Hollyday,  who  married  Hon. 
John  Leeds  Kerr  on  April  8,  1801;  Harriett 
Rebecca,  who  married  Hon.  Levin  Gale  of  Cecil 
County;  Samuel;  James  Lloyd  of  Bondfield,  who 
married  Anna  Maria  Hammond,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Hammond,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
Talbot  County,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Hollyday, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Maria  Robins  Holly- 
day; and  Henry,  of  Richmond  Hill,  who  married 
Henrietta  Gale,  daughter  of  Hon.  George  Gale, 
who  was  a member  of  the  first  congress  held 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Henry  Chamberlaine,  a true  Christian  gentle- 
man, departed  this  life  on  December  30,  1863, 
while  on  a visit  to  his  nephew,  James  Lloyd 
Chamberlaine,  of  Island  Creek  Neck,  in  Talbot, 
respected  and  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  Chamberlaine  Goldsborough,  son  of  John 
and  Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine  Goldsborough, 
married  April  3,  1827,  Eliza  Bishop  Emory, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Frances  Bishop  Emory. 
Frances  Bishop  Emory  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Bishop  of  Greenbury  Point  farm,  near  An- 
napolis. They  had  children,  viz. : John,  Charles 
Emory;  Henrietta  Maria,  born  March  7,  1833, 
died  April  11,  1847;  Henry  Chamberlaine;  Sam- 
uel Chamberlaine,  born  June  15,  1839,  died  July 
2,  1844,  and  Francis  Emory,  born  July  5,  1843. 

Robert  Lloyd  Goldsborough,  son  of  John  and 
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Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried in  October,  1836,  Fannie  Miller,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Miller  of  Philadelphia,  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Alexander  Miller,  John,  Alfred,  Will- 
iam Miller  and  Henry  Chamberlaine. 

Marion  Caroline  Goldsborough,  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine  Goldsbor- 
ough, married  June  6,  1837,  Dr.  Alward  McKell 
White  (sou  of  Alward  White  and  Mrs.  Anna 
McKell  Goldsborough  White,  who  was  the  widow 
and  third  wife  of  Charles  Goldsborough  of  Horn’s 
Point,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  McKell,  and 
whose  first  husband  was  John  Stevens,  and  was 
the  second  wife  of  Dr.  Alward  McKell  White.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Warfield,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Lot  Warfield  of  Easton)  and  had  children, 
viz.:  Anna  Maria,  born  March  31,  1838,  died 
September  29,  1839;  Henrietta  Maria,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Chamberlaine;  Sally' , John  Goldsbor- 
ough, Alward,  Anna  Maria,  Fannie  and  Charles. 

Hon.  Henry  Hollyday  Goldsborough,  son  of 
John  and  Anna  Maria  Chamberlaine  Goldsbor- 
ough, has  been  a prominent  politician.  In  1841 
and  1845  he  was  a defeated  Whig  candidate  for 
the  legislature.  In  1851  he  was  defeated  in  one 
of  the  electoral  tickets  for  Scott  and  Graham.  In 

1855  he  was  a Democratic  candidate  for  commis- 
sioner of  public  works  and  was  defeated.  In 

1856  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Democratic  electors 
for  Buchanan  and  Breckenridge.  In  1857  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democrats  to  the  house  of  delegates 
of  Maryland,  and  in  1859  by  the  same  party  to 
the  senate  of  Maryland,  and  in  1861  was  made 
president  of  that  honorable  body.  In  1862  he 
was  commandant  of  the  military  post  near  Easton, 
Md.,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  had 
command  of  the  militia  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  In  1863  he  was  comptroller  of  the  treas- 
ury of  Maryland.  In  1864  he  was  president  of  a 
convention  which  formed  the  constitution  for  the 
state,  and  was  elected  elector-at-large  for  Lincoln 
and  Johnson,  and  in  the  same  year  was  made 
judge  (Vice-Judge  Carmichael  removed  by  the 
military)  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial  Circuit,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Talbot  and  Caroline,  and 
served  three  years.  In  1867  he  was  a defeated 


candidate  for  attorney-general,  and  in  1868  was  a 
defeated  elector  for  Grant  and  Colfax.  In  1874 
he  was  appointed  United  States  appraiser  of  mer- 
chandise at  and  for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  which 
position  he  now,  1876,  holds. 

He  married  January  25,  1853,  Anna  Maria 
Kennard,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Thomas  Kennard  (Elizabeth  Thomas 
Kennard  was  the  daughter  of  William  Dorson 
Thomas)  and  had  children,  viz.:  Henry  Holly- 
day,  born  November  8,  1853,  died  July  20, 
1854;  Samuel  Kennard,  born  October  31,  1855; 
died  July  30,  1866;  Louis  Piper,  Anna  Maria, 
Elizabeth  Kennard,  Mary  Hammond,  Charles 
Carroll  and  John  Whittingliam,  born  July  15, 
1868,  died  July  31,  1868.  His  first  wife  died 
July  31,  1868,  and  he  married  a second  time 
June  1,  1871,  Kate  Haley  Cadwell  of  Lynn, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Lord  Cad- 
well (Mary  Lord  Cadwell  was  the  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  Lord  and  his  wife,  Lucy  Perkins  of 
Ipswich,  Mass.)  and  had  children,  viz.:  Kate; 
Henry  Cadwell,  born  August  3,  1873,  died  Au- 
gust 30,  1874;  and  Anita. 

Howes  Goldsborough,  son  of  John  and  Caro- 
line Goldsborough,  married  Mary  McCallmont  of 
Newcastle,  Del.,  who  was  born  in  1774,  and  died 
March  14,  1821,  had  children,  viz.:  Francis  Mc- 
Callmont, died;  Robert,  died;  Ann  Caroline  (who 
married  in  May,  1824,  Dr.  Nicholas  Hammond, 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Rebecca  Hammond,  died 
leaving  children,  viz.:  Nicholas,  Charles,  James 
and  Mary  G.)  and  Charles  Howes. 

Charles  Washington  Goldsborough,  son  of  John 
and  Caroline  Goldsborough,  married  August  28, 
1802,  Catherine  Roberts  of  Philadelphia,  and  had 
children,  viz. : Caroline,  born  January  9,  1804; 
Louis  Maledhardes,  born  February  18,  1805; 
Charles  Henry,  born  December  22,  1806;  John 
Roberts,  born  July  2,  1809,  who  married  Mary 
Pennington  of  Philadelphia;  and  Hugh  Allen, 
born  August  17,  1813,  who  married  Mrs.  Ellen 
K.  Leslie. 

Caroline  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Charles 
Washington  and  Catherine  Roberts  Goldsbor- 
ough, married  October  6,  1825,  John  Lane  Gard- 
ner, U.  S,  A.,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth 
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Greenbury,  Caroline  Goldsborough,  Catherine 
Frances  and  Henry  W. 

Admiral  Malesherbes  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N., 
son  of  Charles  Washington  and  Catherine  Rob- 
erts Goldsborough,  married  November  i,  1831, 
Elizabeth  G.  Wirt,  daughter  of  Hon.  William 
and  Elizabeth  Wirt,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Will- 
iam Wirt,  Louis  Malesherbes  and  Elizabeth  Wirt. 

Henrietta  Maria  Goldsborough,  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
Philip  Francis,  son  of  Tench  Francis  (clerk  of 
Talbot  County  from  1726  to  1734)  and  Elizabeth 
Turbutt,  and  had  children,  viz.:  John,  who  was 
lost  at  sea,  and  Maria. 

Foster  Turbutt  and  Bridget,  his  wife,  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary,  born  January  15,  1703;  Sarah, 
born  December  2,  1706,  who  married  Nicholas 
Goldsborough;  Elizabeth,  born  March  17,  1708, 
who  married  December  29,  1724,  Tench  Francis; 
Mary  Anne,  born  July  13,  1711,  who  married 
February  9,  1730,  John  Robins  and  afterward 
Robert  Goldsborough;  Mary,  born  September  9, 
1713,  who  married  Edward  Tilghman;  Ann,  born 
April  29,  1715,  who  married  October  31,  1733, 
John  Goldsborough;  Rachel,  born  in  1718,  who 
married  May  8,  1735,  Thomas  Bullen. 

Maria  Francis,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Henri- 
etta Maria  Goldsborough  Francis,  married  in 
1809  Dr.  Tristram  Thomas  and  had  children, 
viz.:  Philip  Francis,  born  September  24,  1810; 
Charles,  born  November  30,  1812;  Henrietta 
Maria,  born  July  8,  1815;  Ellen  Francis,  born 
May  25,  1817;  Mary  Moore  and  Ann. 

Hon.  Philip  Francis  Thomas,  son  of  Dr.  Tris- 
tram and  Maria  Francis  Thomas,  succeeded  Hon. 
Thomas  G.  Pratt  as  governor  of  Maryland  in 
1847  and  was  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Buchanan. 

Mary  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married  in  January 
1775,  Benedict  Brice,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
Frisby  Brice,  and  had  a daughter,  Sarah  Goldsbor- 
ough, born  August  10,  1776,  who  married  An- 
drew Price.  Benedict  Brice  died  in  1786  and  she 
married  Dr.  James  Cooke,  died  March  20,  1796, 
leaving  two  children,  viz.:  Sarah  Loockerman, 
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born  December  28,  1790,  and  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  March  1,  1793.  Dr.  James  Cooke  died  in 
1794. 

Susan  Loockerman  Cooke,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  and  Mary  Goldsborough  Brice  Cooke, 
married  Greenbury  Turbutt,  and  had  children, 
viz.:  James  Edward,  Anna  Maria  and  Samuel. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Cooke,  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
and  Mary  Goldsborough  Brice  Cooke,  married 
in  January,  1828,  Jeremiah  Mulliken  and  had  a 
son,  Arthur  Cooke.' 

Dr.  Robert  Goldsborough  of  Centreville,  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md. , son  of  John  and  Mary 
Skinner  Loockerman  Goldsborough,  married 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Nicholson  Bracco,  widow  of  Dr. 
John  Bracco,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Nich- 
olson of  Kent,  and  left  one  son,  Robert. 

Robert  Goldsborough,  son  of  Dr.  Robert  and 
Henrietta  Nicholson  Bracco  Goldsborough,  mar- 
ried Eleanora  Dali  Lux,  daughter  of  Darby  and 
Mary  Lux,  and  had  children,  viz.:  Robert,  John, 
Joseph  Nicholson;  Henrietta,  who  married  Phile- 
mon Hopper;  Ellen  Ridgley,  Edward  Ridgley, 
Mary  Nicholson,  Jacob  Loockerman,  William 
Lux,  Thomas  Henry,  Mary  Rebecca,  Anna  Maria 
and  Francis  Spencer. 

Howes  Goldsborough,  son  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  Greenbury  Goldsborough,  married 
Rosanna  Piper,  daughter  of  a Protestant  Episco- 
pal clergyman,  the  Rev.  Michael  Piper  and  Ros- 
anna B.  Piper,  and  had  a daughter,  Caroline, 
who  married  October  26,  1762,  her  cousin, 
John  Goldsborough,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Tur- 
butt Goldsborough,  and  died  March  10,  1816. 
Howes  Goldsborough  died  March  30,  1746,  his 
widow,  Rosanna  Piper  Goldsborough,  married  in 
1747  James  Auld.  In  1765  they  removed  to 
Halifax,  in  Halifax  County,  N.  C.  They  had 
children,  viz.:  James,  born  October  14,  1747, 
died  June  30,  1851;  Anne,  born  December  26, 
1749,  died  unmarried  March  1,  1822;  John,  born 
May  30,  1752  (who  married  August  17,  1775, 
Elizabeth  Shurlock,  died  December  28,  1796,  and 
had  eight  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth,  born  May  29, 
1776;  James  Sherwood,  born  January  15,  1778, 
died  in  Alabama  in  1827;  Henry  W.,  born  in  1781; 
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Elizabeth,  born  March  1,  1783,  married  James 
Graves  and  died  in  1803;  Sarah,  born  in  1785,  died 
in  1788;  Charles,  born  December  13,  1787,  died 
January  30,  1797;  Alexander,  born  September  6, 

1789,  died  in  1822;  Sarah  Sluirlock,  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1792,  married  in  May,  1811,  Dr.  James 
Bogle);  Rosanna,  born  December  2,  1754  (who 
married  July  31,  1776,  an  Englishman,  Henry 
William  Harrington  of  South  Carolina,  died  Oc- 
tober 13,  1828,  and  had  nine  children,  viz.: 
Rosanna,  born  February  2,  1778,  married  Janu- 
ary 21,  1800,  Robert  Troy  and  died  March  30, 
1838;  Henrietta,  born  October  29,  1779,  died 
September  16,  1780;  Henry  W.,  born  March  14, 
1782,  died  March  23,  1792;  James  Auld,  born 
August  11,  1785,  married  December  28,  1808, 
Eleanor  Willson,  daughter  of  John  Willson;  she 
died  September  12,  1843;  he  died  March  21, 
1834;  Henrietta,  born  January -24,  1788,  died 
October  2,  1791;  Michael,  born  December  5, 

1790,  died  January  3,  1794;  Henry  Williams, 
born  July  5,  1793;  Harriett,  born  November  22, 
1795,  married  February  15,  1815,  Beld  William 
String,  killed  in  a duel  May  27,  1815;  and  Caro- 
line, born  November  8,  1798,  married  December 
2,  1821,  Otter  Chambers,  and  died  April  10, 
1829);  Michael  Auld,  born  March  3,  1757,  died 
September  18,  1788  (he  married  Sidney  Fields  and 
left  a son  John  Fields,  who  married  Mary  Jack- 
son  and  had  children,  viz.:  Rosamond,  Elizabeth, 
Michael,  Susan,  James  and  Sidney);  Mary,  born 
October  14,  1761,  died  October  25,  1837  (who 
married  twice,  first  May  22,  1794,  Hartwell  Ayre 
and  had  two  children,  viz.:  Michael,  born  in 
1795,  died  in  1796  and  Henry  William,  born 
May  6,  1797,  died  August  4,  1839;  secondly, 
James  Blakeney) ; Elizabeth,  born  November  11, 
1764,  died  December  30,  1847;  and  James,  born 
in  North  Carolina  November  30,  1766,  and  died 
January  21,  1770.  All  the  children  of  James  and 
Rosanna  Piper  Goldsborough  Auld,  except  the 
last,  were  born  in  Dorchester  County. 

Nicholas  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Margaret  Howes  Goldsborough,  was  deputy 
sheriff  of  Talbot  County  in  1689,  under  Samuel 
Withers,  and  was  a justice  of  the  county  court 
for  several  years  prior  to  his  death  in  1705.  His 


first  wife,  Ann  Goldsborough  had  three  children, 
viz.:  Nicholas,  born  in  1687,  died  in  September, 
1766;  Rachel,  who  married  March  30,  1712, 
Samuel  Turbutt,  and  Robert.  His  second  wife, 
Elizabeth,  in  her  will  dated  December  6,  1708, 
mentions  her  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  appear  to  have  been  the  children  of 
her  former  husband. 

Nicholas  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Ann  Goldsborough,  married  January  25,  1721, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt,  widow  of  Samuel  Tur- 
butt, and  daughter  of  Peter  Jolly  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Ann,  born  February  8,  1722,  who 
married  Edward  Oldham,  son  of  John  Oldham, 
who  was  grandfather  of  the  late  Gen.  Daniel 
Martin  and  the  late  Edward  Martin;  Sarah,  born 
December  26,  1724,  married  January  6,  1742, 
Staudley  Robins,  who  died  in  1749,  leaving  a son 
Standley,  who  married  Mary  Greene;  Nicholas, 
born  January  3,  1726;  Thomas  born  February 

24,  1728,  died  in  March,  1793;  Rachel,  Robert, 
Foster,  Elizabeth,  Bridget  and  Mary,  born  May 

I,  1741,  died  October  11,  1812. 

Nicholas  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
Mary  Thomas  (daughter  of  William  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Allen,  who  were  married  May 

II,  1732),  died  May  31,  1777,  and  had  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Nicholas,  born  February  25,  1759, 
who  married  in  1787  Sarah  Harrison,  and  died 
May  6,  1788,  leaving  a son,  Col.  Nicholas,  of 
Otwell,  born  June  30,  1787,  married  April  25, 
1801;  Elizabeth  Tench  Tilghman,  daughter  of 
Col.  Tench  Tilghman;  James;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Thomas  Coward;  Mary,  who  died  un- 
married in  1821;  Anna,  who  married  February 

25,  1765,  and  became  the  second  wife  of  John 
Singleton,  whose  first  wife  was  Bridget  Golds- 
borough. John  Singleton  died  March  15,  1819. 

Col.  Nicholas  Goldsborough  of  Otwell,  Talbot, 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Thomas  Goldsborough, 
married  April  25,  1801,  Elizabeth  Tench  Tilgh- 
man, daughter  of  Col.  Tench  Tilghman  (see 
Tilghman)  and  had  children,  viz.:  Matthew 
Tilghman  (who  married  Eleanor  Sarah  Tilgh- 
man, daughter  of  Edward  and  Anna  Maria 
Tilghman) ; James  Nicholas;  Tench;  Richard 
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Henry;  Ann  Margaretta  (who  married  Henry 
Hollyday);  Anna  Maria;  Sally;  Clara  (who  mar- 
ried Dr.  John  Charles  Earle)  and  Mary. 

James  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Mary  Thomas  Goldsborough,  lived  at  a place 
called  “Boston”  in  Talbot.  His  first  wife  was 
Miss  Elbert.  He  married  secondly  June  20, 
1789,  Ann  Martin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Ennalls  Martin,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Mary,  born  June  27,  1790,  died  September  3, 
1828;  Jane,  born  August  1,  1799,  who  married 
Nicholas  Thomas,  and  died  in  May,  1856;  Ann, 
born  February  17,  1804,  died  May  15,  1856; 
Leah,  born  June  26,  1806,  who  married  Bruce 
John  Goldsborough;  Martin,  born  January  20, 
1808,  who  married  Ann  Hayward  of  Cambridge, 
Md.;  Elizabeth,  born  June  5,  1812,  who  married 
William  F.  Rudestine;  and  Tench.  His  third 
wife  was  Margaret  Patterson,  and  died  March  1, 
1827. 

Thomas  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
Catherine  Fauntleroy  of  Virginia,  a niece  of  Gen. 
George  Washington,  and  had  children,  viz.: 
Thomas,  who  married  October  2,  1801,  Maria 
Thomas,  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Thomas  of  An- 
napolis; Sarah  Fauntleroy,  who  married  in  1808, 
Dr.  John  Barnett;  Griffin;  and  Catherine,  who 
married  June  3,  1798,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Potter  of 
Baltimore.  Thomas  Goldsborough  died  in  March, 
t-193- 

Rachel  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
May  4,  1768,  the  Rev.  John  Barclay,  rector  of 
St.  Peter’s  Church,  Talbot,  who  died  September 
13,  1772,  the  son  of  David  and  Christina  Bar- 
clay of  King-card  County,  Scotland,  and  had 
a daughter  Sarah,  born  August  1,  1771,  who 
married  October  23,  1788,  Joseph  Haskins,  for 
many  years  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  of  the 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Maryland  at  Easton,  Md.,  and 
had  children,  viz.:  Barclay,  who  married  in  1842, 
Elizabeth  Robins  Hayward,  and  secondly,  Mary 
Trippe,  daughter  of  Richard  Trippe  of  Baylies 
Neck;  Anna,  who  married  John  Bowie,  and  had 
children,  viz.:  Joseph  Haskins;  Louisa  Emily, 
who  married  Charles  P.  Craig;  Isabell  Dallas, 
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and  Josephine  Haskins,  who  married  in  1854 
Thomas  Smyth  Hayward  (she  was  his  second 
wife)  and  had  children,  viz.:  Henrietta  Maria 
Robins,  Elizabeth  Haskins,  William,  Thomas 
Smyth  and  Dallas  Bowie. 

Thomas  Smyth  Hayward  was  the  son  of 
Thomas  Hayward,  who  was  born  October  8, 
1771,  and  married  May  12,  1795,  Mary  Smyth  of 
Kent  County,  died  in  July,  1838,  the  son  of  Will- 
iam Hayward  of  Locust  Grove,  in  Baylies  Neck, 
Talbot,  who  married  November  29,  1760,  Mar- 
garet Robins,  daughter  of  George  and  Henrietta 
Maria  Tilghman  Robins.  Joseph  Haskins  was 
the  son  of  Capt.  William  Haskins  and  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Airey. 

Foster  Goldsborough,  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
Rachel  Bruff  of  Caroline  County,  and  had  a son 
Foster,  who  married  Miss  Potter,  sister  of  Col. 
William  Potter,  and  had  two  children,  viz.: 
Thomas  and  Sophia. 

Bridget  Goldsborough,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Sarah  Jolly  Turbutt  Goldsborough,  married 
February  14,  1774,  and  was  the  first  wife  of  John 
Singleton,  who  was  born  December  28,  1750,  at 
Whitehaven,  England. 

— —? — a — — -c — 

AMES  H.  PHILLIPS,  an  enterprising  young 
merchant  of  Crapo,  Dorchester  County,  owns 
a general  store  at  this  point,  and  keeps  a full 
line  of  supplies  for  the  country  trade  and  more 
especially  for  the  boatmen  of  the  vicinity.  It 
was  in  1894  that  he  established  a store  here,  and 
two  years  later  he  added  a sail-loft,  where  he 
manufactures  and  repairs  sails,  etc.,  and  is 
building  up  a fine  trade  in  this  direction.  He 
has  always  been  more  or  less  interested  in 
boating  ventures  and  has  made  a goodly  sum 
from  this  source  alone. 

James  H.  Phillips  was  born  in  Lake  district  in 
November,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  T. 
Phillips,  also  a native  of  this  locality.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  oyster  dredging 
ever  since  his  boyhood  and  for  thirty  years  was  a 
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sailor.  He  is  now  living  near  Crapo  upon  a farm 
and  is  in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  He  enjoys  excel- 
lent health  and  is  as  active  as  when  in  his  prime. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  His  father,  who 
bore  the  name  of  Gabriel  Phillips,  was  of  English 
origin.  Samuel  T.  Phillips  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. To  himself  and  first  wife,  Eliza  E.,  were 
born  twelve  children.  Six  of  the  number  are  now 
living,  viz.:  Benjamin  T.,  William  F. , James  H., 
Charles  W.,  Samuel  Edward  and  Rufus.  The 
mother  was  a very  lovable,  kind-hearted  woman, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  second  wife  of  our  subject’s  father, 
formerly  Emeline  Harper,  is  still  living. 

Until  he  was  thirteen  years  old  J.  H.  Phillips 
lived  quietly  upon  the  parental  homestead,  going 
to  school  for  a few  terms.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  a sailor  upon  a sailing-vessel  on  the 
waters  of  the  bay,  and  when  only  sixteen  he 
bought  a boat  for  himself,  and  up  to  1894  he 
sailed  it  upon  the  numerous  bays  and  rivers  of 
this  shore.  He  is  now  prospering  in  his  new 
enterprises,  and  his  many  friends  wish  him  all 
success.  In  political  matters  he  is  not  much 
concerned,  though  he  votes  for  Democratic 
nominees.  He  is  examiner  for  the  Senior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics,  and  is  a member  of 
Honga  Tribe  No.  89,  Order  of  Red  Men.  In 
1889  he  married  Cora  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Wroten,  of  Wroten’s  Island,  and  their  only  child 
is  Lula  E. 


“ DWIN  P.  SPARKS,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
C)  ing  citizens  of  St.  Michael’s,  Talbot  County, 
__  has  always  resided  here  and  enjoys  the 
respect  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. He  holds  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  faithful  and 
conscientious  in  his  daily  life.  In  1888  he  was 
appointed  justice  of  the  peace  and  held  that  posi- 
tion most  acceptably  to  all  concerned  for  eight 
years.  He  has  been  quite  active  in  the  Democratic 
party  and  wTas  appointed  constable  on  that  ticket 
in  1884,  his  term  expiring  at  the  end  of  two  years. 


Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  local  lodge 
of  the  Masonic  order  and  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  a house 
which  formerly  stood  upon  the  piece  of  property 
where  his  own  home  is  now  located,  the  date  of 
the  event  being  September  12,  1849.  His  father 
was  Oliver  P.  Sparks,  a native  of  the  same 
place,  born  July  31,  1821.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  here,  and  was  still  but  a mere  lad  when 
he  commenced  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
the  art  of  cabinet  making.  For  years  he  was 
employed  in  these  lines,  later  combining  the 
undertaker’s  business  with  the  other.  He  was 
actively  concerned  in  these  business  affairs  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  frequently  hon- 
ored with  various  official  positions  and  among 
others  was  sheriff  in  1858-59  and  again  in  1864- 
65,  and  was  once  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  to  a place  in  the  state  legislature.  For  a 
great  many  years  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  was  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Ma- 
sonic societies.  He  was  also  identified  with 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  He  was  of 
English  extraction,  but  his  father,  Walter  Sparks, 
was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Md.,  and  located 
in  this  town  when  he  was  a young  man.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  A.  Kemp.  Her  father,  Joseph  Kemp, 
was  a native  of  St.  Michael’s  and  was  a ship 
builder  by  trade.  He  won  the  title  of  colonel 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a reliable 
citizen  at  all  times.  Mrs.  Sparks,  now  in  her 
seventy-fourth  year,  has  always  made  her  home 
here.  Her  family  comprised  the  following  chil- 
dren: Marion  J.,  Edwin,  Isabella,  Louisa,  Alice, 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Edwin  P.  Sparks  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  attending  school  in  the  village  and  giving 
his  father  such  assistance  as  was  in  his  power. 
From  the  time  he  was  fourteen  he  worked  in  the 
shop  regularly  and  thoroughly  learned  the  busi- 
ness. When  he  had  reached  his  majority  he 
went  into  partnership  with  his  father  and  to- 
gether they  continued  harmoniously  until  the 
death  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm . Then 
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our  subject  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  and  has  since  managed  his  own  affairs 
alone.  He  works  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  more 
or  less  and  is  an  expert  at  the  calling.  I11  1861 
he  married  Miss  Kate,  daughter  of  William 
Harrison,  of  this  place,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Lillian,  who  is  at  home. 


ROBERT  G.  NICHOLSON.  Situated  in  the 
third  district  of  Kent  County  are  the  Little 
Grove  nurseries,  comprising  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable 
land.  The  location  is  exceptionally  good,  being 
only  about  two  miles  from  Chestertown,  so  that 
the  facilities  offered  by  close  proximity  with  the 
city  are  combined  with  the  advantages  of  the 
country.  Forty  acres  are  planted  to  peaches, 
and  about  twenty-five  hundred  trees  are  in  bear- 
ing condition.  Formerly  it  was  impossible  to 
supply  the  local  demand,  but  of  recent  years 
shipments  have  been  made  to  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Nebraska,  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  New  York. 

This  farm  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Nicholson  in 
1877,  and  since  then  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
its  improvement.  While  in  the  main  he  has  been 
successful,  yet  he  has  had  his  share  of  reverses, 
and  might  have  become  discouraged  had  he  been 
a man  easily  daunted  by  hardships.  His  resi- 
dence was  burned  to  the  ground  in  1892.  Two 
years  afterwards  the  creamery  and  ice  plant  that 
he  owned  and  operated  in  Chestertown  were  also 
burned  down,  entailing  a total  loss  of  about 
$ 16,000 , but  he  has  since  rebuilt  the  ice  plant, 
which  he  carries  on. 

The  history  of  the  Nicholson  family  appears  in 
the  sketch  of  John  P.  Nicholson,  upon  another 
page.  Our  subject  was  born  in  the  third  district 
of  Kent  County  November  5,  1846,  and  spent  the 
years  of  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  parental  home, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  embarked  in  the 
nursery  business  with  his  father,  making  a 
specialty  of  peaches.  After  six  years  his  father 
retired  from  the  business,  and  he  continued  on  the 


home  farm  for  four  years.  In  1877  lie  bought 
his  present  farm  and  planted  the  trees  that  have 
since  borne  large  harvests  of  fruit. 

Though  an  active  Democrat,  Mr.  Nicholson 
has  alwrays  refused  to  accept  official  position. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Heptasophs. 
In  the  Methodist  Church  he  has  been  steward  for 
twenty  years  or  more  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  advancing  the  cause  of  religion  in  his  com- 
munity. His  wife,  who  like  himself  was  active 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  was  born 
February  26,  1853,  and  died  November  28,  1890. 
She  was  Laura  A.  Lusby,  daughter  of  Josiah 
Lusby,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Kent  County.  Of 
her  marriage  eight  children  were  born,  namely: 
Robert  Josiah,  who  is  a law  student  of  Baltimore; 
Harry  Bates,  Horace  W.,  Bessie  Morton,  Mary, 
Walter  Lusby,  Charles  Burgess  and  Nellie. 


T.  POTTS.  In  the  village  of  Hope,  which 
lies  in  the  sixth  district  of  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  Mr.  Potts  has  for  many  years 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  business,  and,  in 
addition,  since  1893  he  has  officiated  as  postmaster 
of  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  of  his  community  and  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous as  well,  owning  among  other  possessions 
two  valuable  farms  which  he  rents  to  tenants.  A 
Democrat  in  political  belief,  he  has  been  elected 
upon  the  party  ticket  to  numerous  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  In  1894  and  in  1896  he 
was  magistrate;  in  the  year  last  mentioned  he 
was  district  assessor,  and  he  has  also  been  tax 
collector. 

In  Roe,  a village  near  Hope,  in  the  same  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Potts  was  born  December  21,  1844,  to 
the  union  of  John  and  Emily  (Courcey)  Potts, 
natives  of  the  sixth  district.  His  father,  who 
was  a son  of  John  Potts,  Sr. , a native  of  England, 
engaged  in  farm  pursuits  in  this  locality  and  was 
known  and  respected  as  a man  of  energy,  honesty 
and  perseverance.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  an  early 
age  until  his  death  in  1880.  His  wife  had  passed 
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away  in  1846.  Of  their  five  children  four  at- 
tained mature  years,  namely:  James  W.,  of 
Crumpton,  this  county;  P.  T.;  Mary  E.,  who  is 
single  and  resides  in  Philadelphia;  and  John  E. 
The  second  wife  of  John  Potts  was  Mary  Embert, 
of  Caroline  County,  who  died  in  1870;  of  her  two 
children,  one  survives,  George  W.,  now’  a resi- 
dent of  New’  Jersey. 

When  a boy  our  subject  w’as  a pupil  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  dis- 
continued his  studies  and  began  to  work  on  the 
farm  for  his  father.  Later  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  for  six  years. 
In  1872  he  opened  at  Hope  the  general  store 
which  he  has  since  conducted,  having,  during  the 
years  of  his  active  business  life  built  up  a large 
trade  among  the  people  of  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  denomination  and  for  years  has 
officiated  as  a trustee  of  the  church.  January  6, 
1880,  he  married  Margaret  M. , daughter  of 
Warren  Busteed,  of  an  old  family  of  Caroline 
County.  Five  children  were  born  to  their  union, 
but  tw'o  alone  survive,  Mifflin  G.  and  Robert  H. 


C.  KIRBY  owns  and  carries  on  a general 
store  in  the  village  of  Trappe,  Talbot 
County.  In  his  large  establishment  may  be 
found  a varied  line  of  provisions,  boots  and 
shoes,  dry  goods,  hardware,  and  farm  machinery 
and  fertilizers.  He  aims  to  keep  his  stock  re- 
plenished from  time  to  time  with  fresh  merchan- 
dise and  enjoys  a very  fair  share  of  the  trade  that 
comes  from  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 
He  is  pleasant  and  accommodating  to  those  who 
choose  to  give  him  their  custom  and  has  hosts 
of  friends  in  this  community. 

D.  C.  Kirby  is  in  the  early  prime  of  vigorous 
manhood,  as  his  birth  took  place  May  28,  1868. 
He  was  born  and  reared  upon  a farm  in  Trappe 
district,  near  what  was  termed  Kirby’s  wharf. 
Here  he  dwelt  until  he  wras  in  his  sixteenth  year, 
his  time  being  occupied  in  attending  the  district 
schools  and  in  lending  what  assistance  he  could 


to  his  father  in  his  work.  Then  for  two  years  fie 
was  a student  in  the  Maryland  Military  School  at 
Oxford,  obtaining  the  discipline  which  is  of  great 
benefit  to  a young  man  starting  out  upon  a use- 
ful career.  Going  next  to  Birmingham,  Ala., 
he  succeeded  in  getting  a position  in  a whole- 
sale grocery  house  and  continued  in  the  employ 
of  the  same  firm  about  seven  years.  A few  years 
ago  lie  entered  into  partnership  with  J.  F.  Clark 
of  this  place,  and  has  since  been  in  business  here. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  his  political  convictions  is  to  be 
found  on  the  side  of  the  Democracy. 

— —? — J I e — f— — 

^jEORGE  L.  BRYAN  is  a substantial  farmer 
and  much-respected  citizen  of  the  fifth  dis- 
trict of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  in  which 
locality  his  ancestors  for  nearly  a century  have 
had  their  dwelling  places.  He  is  a successful 
farmer  and  in  nearly  all  of  his  financial  ventures 
has  met  With  gratifying  results.  In  his  early 
manhood,  before  settling  down  to  the  routine  of 
life,  he  traveled  extensively  in  the  west,  and  at 
one  time  thought  seriously  of  the  advisability  of 
locating  in  the  newer  country,  but  his  affections 
still  clung  to  the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  j’outh, 
and  he  eventually  returned  to  become  a perma- 
nent resident  here. 

Valentine,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  George 
L.  Bryan,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  was  a 
man  of  unusual  ability,  energy  and  ambition. 
He  came  to  this  region  in  the  prime  of  his  early 
manhood,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1848, 
he  left  an  estate  consisting  of  four  thousand 
acres  of  land,  situated  on  Wye  Island,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  that  valuable  property  owned  at  least 
two  hundred  slaves.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  was  a very  wealthy  man  for  those  days,  and 
consequently  much  looked  up  to  in  the  commu- 
nity. Nor  did  the  regard  in  which  be  was  held 
depend  solely  upon  his  substantial  possessions,  for 
he  was  actively  connected  with  many  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  of  his  time.  He  W’as  very  liberal 
with  his  means  and  furnished  a large  share  of 
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the  money  which  went  into  the  building  of  St. 
Peter’s  Catholic  Church  at  Queenstown,  Md. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  represented 
his  county  in  the  state  legislature  during  the 
40’s.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first 
union  had  four  children:  John  C.,  William  I., 
Elizabeth  and  Arthur.  Later  he  married  a Miss 
Ford,  who  became  the  mother  of  Charles  J., 
Edward  and  Alfred.  Charles  J.  was  born  in 
January,  1816,  and  died  in  September,  1850.  He 
married  Lucretia  Emory,  and  their  eldest  child, 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1837;  Charles  Carroll, 
born  in  1839,  died  in  1872,  leaving  a wife  and 
two  children:  Edward  K.  and  Lulu,  all  residents 
of  Baltimore. 

George  L-  Bryan  was  reared  to  mature  years 
in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  was  twenty-six 
years  of  age  when  he  decided  to  seek  a helpmate 
to  share  with  him  his  joys  and  sorrows,  as  no  one 
but  a good  wife  can.  The  lady  of  his  choice,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1863,  was  Mary  H., 
daughter  of  John  Charles  and  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Smyth  Willson,  from  the  oldest 
families  of  Kent  County,  Md.  They  began  their 
happy  wedded  life  together  upon  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  one  still  owned  and 
cultivated  by  our  subject,  and  here  in  course  of 
time  he  erected  substantial  buildings.  His  family 
comprised  the  following-named  children:  Kate  B. , 
Mary  C.,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Oscar,  George  H., 
Daniel  Carroll,  Florence,  James  B.,  Edna  A. 
and  Leon  O.  Mr.  Bryan  supports  the  Democ- 
racy, but  has  never  sought  public  office. 


OSEPH  M.  PARKER  was  born  upon  the 
identical  farm  where  he  resides,  in  Parsons 
district,  Wicomico  County.  This  place  is  a 
fine  farm  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  the  soil  be- 
ing adapted  for  the  raising  of  cereals,  etc.  For 
ten  years  or  more  Mr.  Parker  has  been  an  agent 
for  the  Davis,  Standard,  and  Wheeler  & Wilson 
sewing  machines,  and  has  sold  a large  number  of 
them  in  the  county,  as  well  as  numerous  pianos 
and  organs.  He  also  handles  fertilizer,  selling 


large  quantities  of  it  to  farmers  hereabout.  In 
business  affairs  he  is  energetic  and  persevering, 
and  richly  deserves  the  success  which  be  has  won. 
Being  ambitious  and  enterprising,  he  prefers  not 
to  sit  around  in  partial  idleness,  as  some  farm- 
ers do  in  the  winter  season,  esteeming  it  their 
privilege  to  “rest  on  their  oars,”  as  it  were, 
after  laborious  harvest  time,  and  it  is  during  that 
bleak  period  that  he  usually  does  his  outside 
agency  work. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Levin  Parker,  a 
son  of  John  W.  Parker,  both  natives  of  this  coun- 
ty. After  a very  busy  and  useful  life,  Levin 
Parker  received  his  summons  to  the  silent  land, 
dying  when  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  He  had 
been  an  agriculturist  and  a very  prosperous  one, 
and  left  a valuable  estate.  To  himself  and  wife, 
who  was  a Miss  Brewington  before  their  marriage, 
there  were  born  six  children,  three  of  whom 
only  survive.  John  W.,  Jr.,  is  a farmer  of  this 
district.  Lizzie  is  the  widow  of  E.  Walston. 

Joseph  M.  Parker  was  born  September  15, 
1847,  and  quietly  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm.  His  education  was  that  of  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood,  supple- 
mented by  a course  of  instruction  in  the  Salisbury 
high  school.  This  was  after  he  had  arrived  at 
his  majority,  however,  but  he  was  so  anxious  to 
avail  himself  of  the  advantages  of  a higher  edu- 
cation that  he  went  for  two  years  to  school  in 
Salisbury  after  the  twenty-first  anniversary  of  his 
birthday.  He  then  passed  the  teacher’s  exam- 
ination and  was  placed  in  charge  of  a school.  He 
continued  to  teach  for  six  years  with  good  re- 
sults, and  to  the  satisfaction  of  parents,  pupils 
and  directors  alike.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
returned  to  the  old  farm,  which  he  has  operated 
ever  since.  He  is  particularly  fond  of  gardening, 
and  few  better  gardens  than  his  can  be  found  in 
any  community.  Ever  since  he  received  the 
right  of  franchise  he  has  voted  the  straight  Dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

In  1877  Mr.  Parker  married  MissR.  A.  Fooks, 
and  eight  children  came  to  grace  their  union; 
seven  of  the  number  are  living,  one  having  died 
in  infancy.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  are  active  in  all  kinds  of 
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good  works.  The  children  are  all  bright,  ambi- 
tious young  people  and  are  rapidly  preparing 
themselves  for  the  battle  of  life,  by  making  the 
best  of  their  educational  advantages. 


HOMAS  Y.  FRANKLIN,  M.  D.,  a leading, 
citizen  of  Berlin,  Worcester  County,  has 
been  frequently  highly  honored  in  being 
chosen  to  represent  his  associates  and  neighbors 
in  public  positions,  and  has  always  acquitted 
himself  with  distinction.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Maryland  legislature 
and  occupied  that  place  for  one  term.  In  1896 
he  was  elected  to  succeed  Calvin  B.  Taylor  in 
the  office  of  county  school  examiner,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Since  becoming  a voter  he  has 
given  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Berlin  numbers  the  doctor  among  her  distin- 
guished native  sons.  He  was  born  here  in  July, 
i860,  his  parents  being  Littleton  Purnell  and 
Sarah  E.  Franklin.  He  is  one  of  five  children, 
of  whom  the  eldest,  Emily  P.,  died  unmarried; 
the  only  other  son,  William  C.,  is  a resident  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  two  surviving  daughters, 
Mary  I.  and  Louisa  R.,  live  with  our  subject  in 
his  charming  home.  After  completing  his  high- 
school  education  in  Berlin  he  entered  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  at- 
tending one  course  of  lectures.  He  then  went  to 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  graduating  therefrom 
with  the  class  of  1883.  Returning  home,  he  pur- 
chased the  drug  store  which  he  has  since  superin- 
tended. His  friends  are  numbered  by  the  scores, 
and  wherever  he  goes  he  is  a universal  favorite. 

Littleton  Purnell  Franklin,  the  doctor’s  father, 
was  a native  of  this  county,  and  besides  being  a 
classical  scholar,  was  exceedingly  well  versed  in 
law.  He  occupied  many  local  positions  of  politi- 
cal or  public  honor,  and  was  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  his  family  are 
yet  identified.  He  was  at  various  times  a mem- 
ber of  the  Maryland  house  of  delegates  and  sen- 
ate, and  was  also  one  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  state  constitutional  convention.  At  the 


time  of  his  death,  in  1888,  he  was  a member  ot 
the  state  central  committee.  The  family  of  which 
he  was  so  worthy  a representative  originated  in 
England.  His  grandfather,  Isaac  Franklin,  mar- 
ried Martha,  daughter  of  William  Iranshire,  of 
England,  who  was  then  residing  in  that  part 
of  Maryland  now  comprised  within  Worcester 
County.  He  was  immensely  wealthy  and  owned 
large  tracts  of  land.  He  left  but  one  child,  the 
daughter  Martha  just  mentioned.  She  became 
the  mother  of  several  children:  Sallie,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Robert  Purnell;  Henry,  our  subject’s 
grandfather;  Mrs.  Amelia  Covington;  Mrs.  Milcah 
Spence;  Louisa,  who  married  John  Richardson 
(and  one  of  whose  children  became  Lady  Cart- 
wright); and  Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  James  Purnell. 
Henry  Franklin  married  Mary  Iranshire  Purnell, 
and  to  them  were  born  Thomas  Isaac  and  Little- 
ton Purnell.  Both  of  these  graduated  from  Yale, 
the  latter  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  the 
youngest  in  his  class. 


qJEORGE  ALFRED  COX  is  a very  progress- 
ive and  enterprising  business  man  of  upper 
Fairmount  district,  Somerset  County.  He 
possesses  a spirit  that  is  not  daunted  by  difficul- 
ties, and  though  the  obstacles  in  his  way  might 
have  made  many  a man  quail,  he  has  always 
bravely  met  every  such  trial  and  has  overcome  ad- 
verse circumstances  in  a manner  deserving  of  the 
success  that  he  has  won. 

A son  of  Elijah  Cox,  who  is  still  living  in  this 
county,  our  subject  was  born  in  Somerset  in 
1854.  He  received  a liberal  education,  supple- 
menting his  public-school  studies  by  a course  in 
an  academy.  From  the  time  that  he  attained 
his  majority  he  has  been  active  in  the  mercan- 
tile world,  though  he  has  been  in  business  upon 
his  own  responsibilities  only  since  1882.  He 
learned  the  various  branches  of  general  mer- 
chandising from  the  firm  of  Miles,  Avery  & Co., 
though  when  he  was  first  connected  with  them 
he  had  no  capital  whatever;  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  he  had  so  well  succeeded  that  he 
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bought  out  the  firm  and  had  paid  off  all  of  his  in- 
debtedness, when  his  store  was  burned  by  an 
incendiary.  His  present  fine  business  building 
was  at  once  begun  by  him,  and  in  every  way  it 
is  superior  to  the  one  that  was  destroyed.  It  is 
a model  of  convenience  and  is  commodious  and 
well  lighted.  He  does  a general  business,  carry- 
ing in  stock  a varied  line  of  supplies  such  as  is 
required  to  meet  the  country  trade.  In  the  mean- 
time he  has  been  more  or  less  interested  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  and  many  substantial  and 
beautiful  structures  throughout  the  county  bear 
witness  of  his  skill  and  workmanship.  Much  of 
the  lumber  that  he  thus  uses  is  sawed  in  his  own 
sawmill. 

Among  the  beautiful  homes  of  the  village  is 
that  of  our  subject,  and  its  fair  hostess  was  for- 
merly Miss  Susie  E.  Miles,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Miles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  married  in  1882 
and  have  two  children:  Richard  Allen  and  Elsie 
Merrill.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Cox  being  a steward 
in  the  same  and  a trustee,  as  well  as  being  a 
member  of  the  conference.  Since  1884  he  has  af- 
filiated with  the  Prohibition  party.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs, 
the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Red 
Men  and  the  Order  of  Columbus. 


“DWIN  W.  SPEAR.  The  milling  industry 
V)  is  not  the  least  important  among  the  busi- 
_ ness  interests  of  Kent  County.  From  an 
early  day  in  the  settlement  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
much  attention  has  been  devoted  to  this  line  of 
labor  and  those  who  have  engaged  in  it  have 
uniformly  met  with  success.  The  Millington 
roller  mills  have  secured  for  their  owner,  Mr. 
Spear,  a reasonable  degree  of  financial  success 
and  have  also  enhanced  the  business  importance 
of  Millington. 

Mr.  Spear  has  been  a life-long  resident  of  this 
village,  where  he  was  born  August  15,  1841. 
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He  is  of  Irish  descent;  his  paternal  grandfather 
having  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  in 
early  manhood  and  made  settlement  probably  in 
Delaware.  Little  is  known  concerning  his  life 
except  that  he  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  and  that 
he  attained  an  advanced  age.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  James  Spear,  was  born  and  reared 
upon  a farm  in  Delaware,  but  removed  to  Kent 
County,  Md.,  when  a young  man,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  spent  upon  a farm  here. 
For  several  years  he  conducted  a general  store 
at  Millington,  in  addition  to  managing  his  farm. 
A prosperous  and  successful  man,  at  his  death 
he  left  a valuable  estate.  Politically  he  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  but  never  desired  office. 
He  was  very  active  mentally  and  physically  until 
a short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  seventy-four.  His  wife,  Elizabeth, 
a native  of  Delaware,  died  at  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  leaving  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
still  survive. 

The  public  schools  of  Millington  furnished 
Mr.  Spear  with  a fair  education  as  a basis  upon 
which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  a business 
life.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a member  of 
the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  under  Colonel 
Brown  and  serving  for  three  years,  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  During  the  most  of  the  time 
he  was  in  Virginia.  He  was  captured  on  the 
Rapidan  River  and  taken  prisoner,  and  as  such 
was  held  about  six  months.  At  another  time, 
while  fighting  at  Beaver  Dam,  his  horse  was  shot 
from  under  him.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Millington,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1887.  That  year  he  rented  his  place  and 
removed  into  the  village,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, having  been  proprietor  of  the  Millington 
roller  mills  since  1892.  As  a member  of  the 
Democratic  party  he  has  been  active  in  local 
politics  and  for  two  terms  he  was  county  tax 
collector.  His  membership  is  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  official 
positions,  having  been  trustee,  steward  and  a 
class-leader  since  1895.  Six  children  came  to 
bless  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Lucy 
Hurtt,  of  Millington:  James  Edwin,  who  is  en- 
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gaged  in  farm  pursuits;  L.  R.;  Franklin  Lee; 
Emily  E.;  Edna  J.  and  Esther,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home. 


OTES  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  WORTH- 
INGTON. The  surname  Worthington, 
like  many  other  family  names,  is  derived 
from  the  locality  where  the  first  known  progeni- 
tor of  the  family  resided.  As  to  its  etymology, 
it  is  generally  agreed  to  be  from  three  Saxon 
words,  viz.,  “Wearthingtonie,”  farm  in  town. 

About  twenty  miles  northeast  of  Liverpool,  in 
the  Hundred  of  Ley  land  and  parish  of  Standish,  is 
the  township  of  Worthington.  Here  or  in  the 
adjacent  manors  resided  for  many  centuries  the 
family  of  Worthington,  “established,”  says  Burke, 
“in  high  reputation  or  repute  from  the  time 
of  the  Plantagenets.”  We  quote  from  Camden’s 
description  of  Lancashire,  and  little  towns,  which 
gave  names  to  considerable  families,  and  are 
to-day  possessed  b)*  persons  of  their  own  names, 
Aston  of  Aston,  Atherton  of  Atherton,  Worth- 
ington of  Worthington.  These  and  such  like 
families  in  these  northern  counties  owe  their  rise 
to  their  valor  and  to  their  frugality,  content  with 
their  own  estates,  etc.  The  family  of  Worthington 
appear  to  have  been  distinguished  rather  for  plain 
living  and  heroical  acting,  rather  than  by  arts  of 
courtiers.  The  main  stock  can  be  traced  in  the 
public  archives  as  far  back  as  Worthington  de 
Worthington,  20th  of  Henry  III.,  1236-37,  the 
progenitor  of  all  the  Lancashire  Worthingtons. 
The  old  hall  of  Worthington,  where  the  family 
resided  for  seven  hundred  years,  was  pulled 
down  not  many  years  since.  The  present  repre- 
sentative of  the  direct  line  is  Edward  Worthing- 
ton, of  the  Bryn  Co.,  Chester.  By  intermarriage, 
about  the  time  of  Henry  VII. , of  William  Worth- 
ington with  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Norreys, 
of  Speke,  the  family  trace  their  descent  to  the 
Norrises,  ancestors  of  the  Earls  of  Abigdon,  the 
Molyneix  of  Sefton,  the  Villers,  senior  branch  of 
the  ducal  stem  of  Buckingham  and  the  baronial 
house  of  Harrington. 


About  the  time  of  Edward  IV. , three  branches 
shot  off  from  the  main  stock,  viz.:  Worthingtons 
of  Cross  Shawe,  of  Blainsco  and  of  Shevington, 
who  by  marriage  became  allied  with  many  of  the 
leading  gentry  of  Lancashire.  The  Ashtons,  the 
Andersons,  Levers,  Owells,  Radcliffes,  Lauren- 
ces, Byrons  and  Standishes,  ancestors  of  stout 
Miles  Standish,  the  captain  of  the  Plymouth 
Band.  The  descendants  of  these  progenitors 
were  very  numerous  in  the  County  of  Lancaster 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I. 

All  those  who  bear  the  name  of  Worthington 
in  this  country,  so  far  as  known,  derive  their 
origin  from  two  sources,  viz.:  first,  from  an  emi- 
grant ancestor  who  settled  in  Maryland,  from 
whom,  among  others,  descended  the  late  Governor 
Worthington  of  Ohio,  and  L.  Worthington,  M. 
D.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  second,  from  Nicholas 
Worthington,  who  came  to  New  England  in 
1650  and  was  the  only  emigrant  who  settled  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  According  to  the 
family  tradition,  Nicholas  Worthington  was  a 
considerable  land  owner  near  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  and  fought  and  was  wounded 
in  the  Cromwellian  wars,  in  which  conflicts  his 
estates  were  confiscated. 

This  tradition,  transmitted  to  the  Rev.  William 
Worthington  of  Saybrook,  grandson  of  Nicholas, 
was  by  him  transmitted  through  his  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Worthington  Chauncey,  to  her  son, 
Worthington  Gallop  Chauncey,  of  Durham, 
Conn.,  an  accurate  preserver  of  historical  facts 
and  traditions,  and  by  him,  prior  to  his  death  in 
1859,  communicated  to  the  present  writer.  The 
rather  uncommon  name  of  Nicholas  was  borne  by 
two  of  the  Shevington  Worthingtons,  viz.: 
Nicholas  W.,  of  Shevington,  time  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  by  his  grandson,  Nicholas  W.,  time  of  Eliza- 
beth and  James  I. 

There  is  now  in  possession  of  William  Chaun- 
cey Fowler,  of  Durham  County,  an  ancient  silver 
tankard  or  pitcher,  which  has  descended  in  the 
family  as  an  heirloom  for  at  least  four  genera- 
tions. Its  massive  mold  and  antique  shape 
would  indicate  an  age  coeval  with  the  settlement 
of  this  country.  Deeply,  though  rudely,  engraven 
on  the  front  is  the  ancient  armor  of  the  Worth- 
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ingtons,  a copy  which  is  attached  to  this,  de- 
scribed in  heraldic  terms  as  follows:  Argent, 

three  dung  forks,  sable  crest,  a goat  statant 
or  passant,  argent  holding  in  the  mouth  an 
oak  branch,  vert,  fructed  or  motto  Virtute, 
Dignus,  Avorum.  These  arms  are  still  borne  by 
-the  Worthingtons  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire. 
The  above  was  extracted  from  articles  by  W. 
Worthington  Fowler,  in  the  Heraldic  Journal  of 
April,  1868.  (So  far  we  have  not  found  any  con- 
firmation of  the  statement  that  Elizabeth  Foote 
was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Elijah  Worthington.)  - 

Captain  Worthington  was  born  at  Hartford, 
June  16,  1710,  and  died  October  13,  1764.  He 
married,  October  4,  1733,  Mary  Willis,  and  we 
find  the  following  children:  Elijah,  born  January 
1,  1736;  Mary,  baptized  June  24,  1759;  Judith, 
baptized  January  24,  1742;  John,  born  February 
17,  1744;  Gad  and  Dan,  twins,  born  June  n, 
1747.  Whether  or  not  Mary  Willis  was  his  only 
wife  we  are  not  able  to  say. 

As  to  your  Worthington  line,  we  beg  to  say, 
so  soon  as  we  found  that  the  first  Elijah  Worth- 
ington did  not  have  a daughter  Elizabeth,  we 
began  to  search  for  the  second  Elijah,  and  are 
able  to  report  gratifying  results.  The  second 
Elijah  married,  April  29,  1756,  Anna  Lovet, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Jos.  Lovet,  an  Episcopal  minis- 
ter, and  by  her  had  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  born 
January  15,  1757.  This  daughter  is  without  doubt 
your  Elizabeth,  and  this  Elijah  is  described 
on  his  grave  stone  at  Colchester  as  captain. 
The  stone  notes  his  death  on  July  15,  1797,  in  his 
sixty-second  year.  Anna  died  March  19,  1814, 
in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  These  facts  show  you 
have  both  Willis  and  Lovet  blood.  We  find 
that  the  second  Elijah  Worthington  was  a lieu- 
tenant in  Capt.  Amos  Jones’  company,  from  Col- 
chester, and  was  among  those  who  responded 
to  the  Lexington  alarm,  April  19,  1775.  He 
served  ten  days.  His  title  of  captain  prob- 
ably arose  from  his  holding  such  position  in  the 
Connecticut  militia  after  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Capt.  Elijah  Worthington  was  in  the  military 
service  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  by 
virtue  of  the  following  appointment  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Connecticut: 


“May,  1755 

“This  assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr. 
Elijah  Worthington  to  be  a captain  of  the 
second  company  or  train  band  in  the  town  of 
Colchester,  Conn.” 

Capt.  John  Worthington  (was  living  in  Mary- 
land, 1675)  born  1650,  died  April  9,  1701; 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Matthew  Howard, 
of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.  Her  mother 
was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col.  Edward  D’Arcy, 
or  Dorsey,  who  died  in  the  same  county  in  1659. 
Issue  of  John  and  Sarah  Worthington:  Thomas, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Ridgely.  He  was  born 
January  8,  1691;  married  July  23,  1711,  and 
died  in  March,  1753.  His  wife  died  December 
10,  1734. 

Issue  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Worthington: 
Nicholas,  born  March  29,  1733-34;  married  Tues- 
day, October  1,  1751  (Catherine  Griffith,  born 
May  31,  1732;  died  1793).  Col.  Nicholas  W. 
died  in  1793. 


AMES  E.  McDANIEL,  who  formerly  was 
engaged  in  the  drug  business,  is  now  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a farm  in  Talbot 
County,  to  the  management  of  which  much  of 
his  time  is  given.  The  place  lies  in  Bay  Hun- 
dred district  and  comprises  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  acres,  bearing  the  improvements 
that  characterize  a model  estate.  As  a Democrat, 
he  has  been  prominent  in  local  matters  and  has 
been  a delegate  to  state  Democratic  conventions 
several  times.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  county  school  commissioners, 
and  for  six  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners.  In  1896  he  was 
general  assessor  of  the  county. 

I11  Chapel  district,  this  county,  Mr.  McDaniel 
was  born  October  14,  1834.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  origin.  His  grandfather,  James  M. , a 
native  of  Bay  Hundred  district,  carried  on  a 
wheelwright’s  and  blacksmith’s  shop  and  owned 
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several  farms  around  McDanieltown,  a town  that 
was  named  in  his  honor.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  W.  S.  McDaniel,  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  as  a merchant 
and  farmer  at  McDanieltown.  Politically  a Dem- 
ocrat, he  was  on  that  ticket  elected  judge  of  the 
orphans’  court.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
and  here  he  died  in  1863,  at  fifty-six  years  of 
age.  He  was  a man  well  known  throughout  his 
locality  and  had  many  friends  among  the  best 
citizens  of  the  county.  His  first  wife,  Sarah,  was 
a daughter  of  James  Wriglitson,  and  by  her  he 
had  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are:  James  E.;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Bunsfield, 
of  Royal  Oak;  and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Booth,  living  near 
Matthews.  The  second  wife  was  Ann  Wriglitson, 
a sister  of  the  first,  and  eight  children  were  born 
of  that  union,  namely:  Lewis  A.,  who  is  en- 

gaged in  the  dairy  business  in  Baltimore  County; 
Dorcas  E.,  wife  of  Col.  J.  M.  Lowe;  Anna,  who 
married  J.  H.  Caulk;  Mary  M. , deceased,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Captain  Collison;  Alice,  living  in  St. 
Michael’s,  this  county;  Mary  V.,  wife  of  J..E. 
Wadkins;  William  R. , a professor  in  Westmin- 
ster (Md.)  College;  and  Frank  W.,  who  was 
killed  on  a railroad  in  West  Virginia  when  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  McDaniel- 
town, our  subject  commenced  to  teach  school  in 
Talbot  County  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
continued  in  the  occupation  for  six  years.  He 
then  went  to  St.  Michael’s  and  commenced  to 
stud}'  pharmacy,  after  which  he  went  to  Balti- 
more and  in  1863  graduated  from  the  college  of 
pharmacy  there.  A short  time  was  spent  in 
clerking,  after  which  he  opened  a drug  store  on 
the  corner  of  Charles  and  Mulberry  streets,  Balti- 
more, being  in  partnership  with  another  gentle- 
man. He  remained  there  until  1870,  when  he 
returned  to  Talbot  County  and  settled  on  the 
home  farm,  whose  management  he  has  since  sup- 
erintended. 

February  5,  1873,  Mr.  McDaniel  married  Mary 
C.  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Solomon  S.  Hopkins,  of 
Trappe  district,  Talbot  County.  This  estimable 
lady  died  May  4,  1890,  leaving  a son  and  daugh- 


ter, John  S.  and  Mary  L.  The  family  are  iden- 
tified with  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
McDaniel  was  a vestryman  for  some  time. 


REDERICK  E.  RUARK  is  one  of  the  ener- 
getic, ambitious  young  business  men  of 
Bishop’s  Head,  Strait  district,  Dorchester 
County.  He  is  a very  enthusiastic  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  every  pub- 
lic-spirited manner  strives  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
patriotic  citizen. 

Frederick  Ruark  was  born  in  this  vicinity  in 
1870,  and  is  a son  of  Major  T.  Ruark,  whose  his- 
tory is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  grew 
up  in  this  place  and  was  a student  in  our  public 
schools.  When  he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age 
he  commenced  working  in  the  oyster  banks,  and 
for  eight  years  was  interested  in  this  business. 
He  was  quite  successful  and  was  in  charge  of  an 
oyster  boat  as  captain  much  of  this  time.  In 
1892  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Alexander  W.,  and  opened  a store  fully  stocked 
with  a general  line  of  merchandise,  in  Bishop’s 
Head.  He  took  the  management  of  this  busi- 
ness, while  his  brother  went  to  Hynson,  Caroline 
County,  and  there  established  another  store, 
which  he  runs.  The  style  of  the  firm  is  A.  W. 
Ruark  & Brother,  and  they  are  making  a success 
of  their  endeavors  in  the  commercial  field. 

In  the  social  circles  of  this  town  F.  E.  Ruark 
is  justly  popular,  for  he  is  cheerful,  genial  and 
optimistic,  and  is  one  who  is  in  great  demand  by 
young  and  old.  He  is  a member  of  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  being  honored 
with  the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  council. 
Moreover,  he  holds  a similar  office  in  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs. 


DWARD  THOMAS  WHALEY.  Among 
V)  the  business  men  of  Whaley  ville  this  worthy 
— citizen  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been 
longest  in  the  commercial  world  in  this,  his  nat- 
ive town.  In  fact  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
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in  business  here  for  a period  of  fifty-five  years; 
a record  that  is  rarely  eclipsed  in  any  part  of  this 
country. 

The  father  of  the  above,  Capt.  Peter  Whaley, 
was  born  in  1779,  and  was  a descendant  of  Judge 
Edward  Whaley,  an  early  settler  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland.  The  father  of  Capt.  Peter 
was  Seth  Whaley,  a man  of  influence  in  his  time 
and  community.  The  captain  was  master  on  sail- 
ing vessels  running  from  New  York  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  later  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  enterprises.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Abisha  Davis.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren, James,  the  eldest,  is  deceased;  Hester  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Gillis;  Seth  M.  is  a resident  of 
Virginia ; Mary  married  John  S.  Timmons; 
Maria  K.  married  Zadoc  Purnell,  Edward  Thomas 
is  the  next  of  the  family,  and  Peter  is  the 
youngest. 

Edward  Thomas  Whaley  was  born  in  1829  and 
received  a practical  education,  amply  sufficient  for 
the  exigencies  of  daily  life.  He  inherited,  doubt- 
less, much  of  his  business  talent  from  his  enter- 
prising father,  and  also  genuine  interest  in  what- 
ever goes  toward  the  advancement  of  this  locality. 
Besides  owning  his  general  store,  which  he  has 
managed  for  many  years,  he  has  upwards  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  farm  land  altogether. 

Since  becoming  a voter  he  has  used  his  ballot 
on  behalf  of  the  Democracy.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Presbyterian,  and  has  long  been  a member  of  the 
church  here.  In  1869  he  married  Mary  C. , 
daughter  of  John  W.  Jones,  of  the  vicinity  of 
Snow  Hill,  Md.  They  have  a son,  John  E.,  and 
a daughter,  Florence,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  P. 
Dale,  and  mother  of  twin  girls,  Mary  and  Vir- 
ginia. 


ILLIAM  WYATT  BARBER,  B.  A. 
Among  the  prominent  and  scholarly  men 
that  own  the  pretty  town  of  Cambridge  as 
their  birthplace  is  this  young  man,  who  is  well 
and  favorably  known  here,  and  whose  honored 
father  was  for  a long  period  rector  of  Christ 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Cambridge.  The 
40 


gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  review  is 
senior  master  in  Greek  in  St.  Mark’s  Academy, 
Southboro,  Mass.,  and  has  completed  the  ninth 
year  of  his  service  in  that  institution  of  learning. 

Dr.  Theodore  P.  Barber,  who  was  greatly  be- 
loved and  revered  by  his  people  here  and  by  his 
fellow-citizens  and  the  public  at  large  wherever 
he  went,  was  a native  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.  He 
received  an  excellent  education,  graduating  from 
Yale  College  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1841, 
and  after  teaching  successfully  for  several  years, 
entered  the  ministry.  His  first  charge  was  at 
Laurel,  Md.,  where  he  founded  St.  Philip’s 
Church.  He  accepted  a call  to  the  Cambridge 
Church  in  1850,  then  beginning  a most  happy  and 
profitable  ministry  here,  which  continued  until 
the  close  of  his  life,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  For  years  he  served  as  a delegate  to  the 
general  convention  of  his  denomination,  and  acted 
as  president  of  the  same  during  a period  of  sev- 
eral years,  w’hen  the  office  of  bishop  of  the  diocese 
was  vacant.  Had  it  not  been  that  his  age  and 
health  made  it  unadvisable  he  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  chosen  to  fill  the  position  perma- 
nently. His  loving  wife,  formerly  Miss  Anne  E. 
Hooper,  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Cambridge.  She  is  now  sixty  years  of  age  and 
is  a sweet,  lovable  Christian  lady,  who  is  univer- 
sally beloved. 

Prof.  W.  W.  Barber  was  born  November  5, 
1865,  and  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom,  Philip,  Dora  and  Sidney, 
died  in  childhood.  His  only  surviving  brother, 
Henry  A. , is  first  lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  army  and  is  now  stationed  at  Fort 
Du  Quesne,  Utah.  He  married  Miss  Inez  Smith, 
daughter  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  A. 

The  boyhood  of  Professor  Barber  was  spent  in 
Cambridge,  his  education  being  that  of  the  public 
schools  up  to  his  fifteenth  year.  He  then  en- 
tered St.  James’  grammar  school  near  Hagers- 
town, and  thence  went  to  Trinity  College  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  about  four 
years,  studying  the  higher  branches.  He  gradu- 
ated from  the  classical  course  in  1888  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  was  offered  the  chair  of 
Greek  that  he  now  occupies.  He  is  a vestryman 
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and  warden  of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
Southboro,  Mass.,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  varied  enterprises  of  the  same.  During  the 
summer  season  he  and  his  family  come  to  pass 
the  time  in  beautiful  Cambridge,  which  is  dear 
to  him  from  old  associations  and  on  account  of 
the  numerous  friends  which  he  still  retains  here. 

July  26,  1892,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
W.  W.  Barber  and  Miss  Florence  H.  Harmon, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  Harmon,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Cambridge.  Two  bright,  handsome 
boys  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  and 
are  named  respectively  Theodore  P.  and  George 
Harmon,  in  honor  of  their  two  grandfathers. 


DWARD  B.  EMORY.  On  a peninsula  be- 
tween the  Chester  and  Corsica  Rivers,  in  the 
third  district  of  Queen  Anne’s  County,  lies 
a farm  of  five  hundred  acres  known  for  many 
miles  around  as  the  Poplar  Grove  stock  farm.  Its 
location  is  especially  advantageous,  being  seven 
miles  from  Centreville.  A visitor  to  the  place 
invariably  notices  the  large  number  of  short- 
horn cattle  and  trotting  horses.  The  owner,  Mr. 
Emory,  is  one  of  the  best  known  stock  raisers  in 
the  state,  and  is  also  known  in  many  of  the 
other  states. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Col.  Thomas 
Emory,  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
born  on  Poplar  Grove  farm.  He  was  a very  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  also  had  the  reputation  of 
raising  the  best  trotting  horses  and  short-horn 
cattle  in  Maryland.  At  one  time  he  was  the  rep- 
resentative of  this  district  in  the  state  senate.  At 
another  time  he  was  sent  by  the  state,  with  George 
Peabody,  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  state  bonds.  John  R.  Emory,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  at  Poplar  Grove  farm,  and  for 
many  years  was  a prominent  farmer  of  Queen 
Anne’s  County.  One  of  his  sons,  Gen.  W.  H. 
Emory,  was  very  prominent  during  the  Civil  war 
as  an  officer  in  the  Union  army,  and  had  com- 
mand at  New  Orjeaps  after  General  Butler;  he 


was  retired  as  colonel  of  the  Fifth  United  States 
Cavalry  and  breveted  brigadier  of  the  United 
States  army. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  John  R.  Emory  secured 
an  appointment  in  the  United  States  army,  and 
served  during  the  Florida  war.  Afterward  he 
came  back  to  the  homestead  and  succeeded  to  the 
management  of  the  property,  his  father  having 
meantime  died.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  usual 
occupations  incident  to  life  upon  a plantation,  and 
superintended  his  large  estate.  He  died  in  1880. 
His  wife  was  Alice  G.  Bourke,  and  their  four 
children  were  Edward  B.;  John  R.,  who  resides 
in  Washington,  D.  C.;  Alice  G.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Wilmer.  The  father  was  a trustee  in  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  also  for  many  years  was  a 
trustee  of  the  county  almshouse. 

On  the  place  where  he  now  resides  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  September  29,  1849.  He 
was  educated  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1869.  Returning  home 
he  settled  upon  a farm  owned  by  his  father,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  latter  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  homestead.  June  5,  1877,  he  married 
Miss  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Lloyd  Tilghman,  of 
Centreville.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, Henrietta  T.,  Lloyd  T.  and  Edward  T.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Emory  raised  the  trotting  bred  stallion 
Happy  Russell,  4494,  with  a two-year  record  of 
2:37,  three-year  2:29^2,  and  four-year  2:2ij4. 
Four  of  Happy  Russell’s  colts,  raised  on  Poplar 
Grove  stock  farm,  were  in  one  year  sold  for  flat- 
tering prices:  Happy  Bee,  a four-year  old, 

$10,600;  Happy  Lady,  two-year  old,  $4,000; 
Happy  Kate,  one-year  old,  $1,500;  and  Happy 
Lad,  three-year  old,  $1,200.  In  color  Happy 
Russell  is  a rich  seal  brown,  and  his  colts  are 
mostly  brown  and  bays.  He  carries  the  blood  of 
the  greatest  of  all  trotters,  Nancy  Hanks,  2:04, 
through  his  dam  by  Happy  Medium,  and  the 
blood  of  Maud  S.,  2:08^,  coming  through  the 
dam  of  his  sire,  Mambrino  Russell. 

Another  fine  horse  raised  on  this  farm  is  Hap- 
py George,  18587,  four-year  old  record  2:22,  also 
carrying  the  blood  of  Maud  S.  and  Nancy  Hanks, 
and  of  Kremlin,  2:07^.  He  is  a full  brother  to 
Happy  Lady,  2:16)^,  and  has  shown  quarters  in 
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32^4  seconds,  a 2:10  gait.  He  is  a bay  stallion, 
seventeen  hands  high;  weight,  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty  pounds;  and  combines  size,  speed  and 
rich  breeding.  His  sire  is  Happy  Russell,  men- 
tioned above,  and  his  dam,  Lady  Washington, 
dam  of  General  Washington  1161,  and  Kitty 
Puss.  All  the  horses  on  the  farm  are  of  the 
finest  breed  and  in  the  markets  can  command  the 
highest  prices. 


LONZO  R.  TODD,  M.  D.,  is  a comparatively 
recent  addition  to  the  medical  profession  of 
Cambridge,  Md.,  but  much  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  this  pretty  and  historic  town,  and  he 
looks  upon  it  as  his  home.  He  has  built  up  a 
good  practice,  and  stands  well  with  the  citizens 
in  general,  as  well  as  with  his  clients. 

A native  of  Talbot  County,  born  in  Easton  in 
1852,  the  doctor  is  a son  of  Peter  Todd,  who  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  he  reached  the 
prime  of  life,  at  his  home  in  Talbot  County. 
Later  he  removed  to  Cambridge,  and  here  was 
occupied  as  a contractor  and  builder  during  the 
rest  of  his  career.  His  life  was  a busy  and  useful 
one,  and  closed  in  1876,  when  he  was  in  his  sixty  - 
sixth  year.  Fraternalfy  he  was  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows’  society.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  having  been  a Miss  Fairbanks, 
who  died,  leaving  five  children.  Afterwards  he 
married  Miss  Sallie  Coon,  daughter  of  Henry 
Coon,  of  Hill’s  Point.  Of  the  several  children 
born  to  this  couple,  the  doctor  alone  survives. 
Peter  Todd  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

The  boyhood  of  Dr.  A.  R.  Todd  was  passed 
upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Talbot  County,  and  in 
Cambridge.  Here  he  was  a pupil  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy,  and  laid  the  basis  of 
knowledge  to  which  he  has  since  added  by  obser- 
vation and  experience  and  by  special  study  in  the 
field  of  medicine.  His  initial  step  in  this  direc- 
tion was  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  to  learn  the  drug  business.  For  six 
years  following  he  gave  his  whole  time  and  at- 


tention to  that  calling,  then  matriculating  in  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  of  the  Quaker  City. 
He  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1879  from  that 
well-known  institution,  and  first  opened  an  office 
for  practice  in  the  town  of  Millington,  Kent 
County.  He  remained  at  that  point  for  some 
twelve  years  or  more,  going  thence  to  Baltimore 
in  1892,  where  he  was  engaged  in  regular  prac- 
tice until  he  came  to  this  place,  with  the  intention 
of  making  it  his  permanent  home.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics, and  has  filled  many  of  the  chairs  in  his 
lodge.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  its  many  de- 
partments of  activity.  The  doctor’s  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Margaret  Hazzard,  ofSeaford,  Del., 
and  they  have  a son  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Lucinda  H.,  Anna  R.  and  Alonzo  E. 


RANCIS  A.  PORTER  is  a retired  farmer  of 
Caroline  County,  his  home  being  in  the 
third  district,  near  Burrsville.  He  has  been 
very  active  and  progressive  as  a business  man, 
and  has  been  blessed  with  success  in  reward  for 
his  years  of  energetic,  determined  labor.  He  is 
a strong  defender  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  During  the  late  Civil  war  he  went 
into  the  Union  service  and  was  actively  engaged 
in  many  of  the  important  campaigns  of  the  con- 
flict, including  the  famous  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
He  enlisted  September  n,  1861,  at  Cambridge, 
Md.,  and  was  assigned  to  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  of  Eastern  Shore  Volunteers.  From 
that  time  until  December  23,  1864,  when  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  in  Baltimore  City, 
he  was  on  constant  duty  of  one  kind  or  another. 

Francis  A.  Porter  was  born  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore. Md.,  April  14,  1840,  and  is  a son  of 
Francis  A.,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  B.  (Terrell)  Por- 
ter, both  natives  of  this  state.  Their  other  chil- 
dren were  named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows: 
Mary  E. , Margaret  B.,  George  C.,  Theophilis 
W.  ^Richard  C.  and  Arlington  T.  The  paternal 
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grandfather  of  these  children  was  John  Porter,  a 
native  of  Delaware  and  a farmer  by  calling. 
Francis  A.  Porter,  Sr.,  was  a merchant  in  the 
town  of  Milford,  Del.,  and  later  in  Burrsville, 
Md.,  for  many  years. 

Our  subject  was  a mere  child  when  his  parents 
brought  him  from  his  birthplace  to  Caroline 
County,  and  here  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
Having  inherited  a taste  for  a mercantile  career, 
he  started  in  business  in  Burrsville  in  i860,  and 
had  just  gotten  fairly  started  when  the  dark  days 
of  the  war  overshadowed  all  enterprises  of  a com- 
mercial nature.  Afterward  he  again  engaged  in 
operating  a general  store  for  some  four  years  or 
more,  but  since  1868  has  been  concerned  in 
farming.  He  purchased  a good  homestead  at 
that  time,  it  being  situated  in  the  third  district, 
and  many  substantial  improvements  were  placed 
thereon  by  him. 

May  6,  1867,  Mr.  Porter  and  Mary  F.  Thaw- 
ley  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  born  and 
grew  to  womanhood  in  Caroline  County,  and 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  When  she  was  in  her  thirty-second 
year  she  was  summoned  to  the  home  beyond,  and 
of  her  four  children,  only  one,  Mary  A.,  sur- 
vives. Subsequently  Mr.  Porter  married  Mary 
L.  Raughley,  also  a native  of  this  county,  and 
five  children  have  been  born  to  then,  viz.:  Lida, 
Nettie  M.,  Lyman  R.  and  two  deceased. 

J — J ♦•2-0-  (|!|)  c — : 

QjAMUEL  E.  JUMP  succeeded  his  father  in 
business  in  the  town  of  Matthews,  Talbot 
Vjy  County,  a few  years  ago,  and  has  been 
prospered  in  his  commercial  ventures.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  great  natural  ability,  possessing 
just  those  qualities  of  mind  and  disposition  that 
insure  success  sooner  or  later.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  public  affairs,  is  an  ardent  Republican 
and  his  name  was  brought  forward  as  a candi- 
date for  the  position  of  register  of  wills  for  Tal- 
bot County  by  his  numerous  friends  and  ad- 
mirers. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  near  Mount 


Vernon,  Somerset  County,  July  16,  1869.  He 
was  educated  chiefly  in  the  public  schools,  but 
when  he  arrived  at  a suitable  age  he  attended 
the  Philadelphia  Business  College  for  a time. 
Before  he  was  twenty  he  had  secured  a good 
position  as  a bookkeeper  in  a commission  house 
in  the  Quaker  City,  but,  on  account  of  illness, 
was  obliged  to  resign  and  return  home  in  1888. 
The  following  year  he  took  a civil-service  exami- 
nation, with  a view  to  obtaining  a position  in 
the  Baltimore  custom  house,  and  passed  the  re- 
quirements, being  given  a clerkship  in  the  statis- 
tical department.  Later  he  passed  the  examina- 
tion for  the  inspectorship  of  customs  at  the  same 
port,  and  was  appointed  December  1,  1890,  serv- 
ing throughout  President  Harrison’s  administra- 
tion, at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  gave 
up  his  position.  Coming  to  Matthews  he  had  a 
substantial  building  put  up,  and  started  in  busi- 
ness, following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  He 
is  very  popular  with  all  classes,  and  has  promise 
of  a brilliant  future. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  the  Jump  family  to 
which  our  subject  belongs,  it  is  found  that  three 
brothers  of  the  name  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land, one  locating  in  Delaware,  and  the  other 
two  in  Kent  and  Caroline  Counties,  Md.,  respect- 
ively. The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Maj.  John  Jump,  won  his  title  during  his  service 
in  the  war  of  1812.  His  son  bore  the  same 
Christian  name  as  himself.  He  resided  in  Caro- 
line County,  Md.,  as  also  did  his  son,  Ed  P.,  in 
his  turn.  The  latter,  however,  was  for  some 
years  engaged  in  the  commission  business  in 
Baltimore,  and  after  the  Civil  war  was  for  years 
deputy  internal  revenue  collector  for  Queen 
Anne’s  County,  Md.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  holding  various 
offices  in  the  same.  He  died  in  July,  1885.  His 
wife,  whose  death  had  occurred  but  three  or  four 
months  previously,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis, 
of  Delaware,  before  their  marriage.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  F.  Lewis  and  a niece  of  Governor 
Thorpe,  and  related  to  Governor  Flemming  of 
West  Virginia  as  well. 

John  Jump,  the  father  of  the  young  man  whose 
name  is  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  was  born 
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December  20,  1844,  and  after  he  had  completed 
his  school  days  began  teaching.  Subsequently 
he  operated  a farm  in  Delaware  for  about  three 
years.  The  next  seven  years  he  was  in  the  com- 
mission business  in  partnership  with  his  father 
in  Baltimore.  Then  for  twenty  years  he  car- 
ried on  a store  in  Matthews,  after  buying  out 
C.  P.  Matthews,  the  original  owner.  He  was 
tax  collector  for  two  years;  is  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  county  almshouse,  and 
has  always  been  very  active  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  joined  it  just  as  soon  as 
it  was  established,  and  has  served  on  the,  state 
central  committee.  July  28,  1867,  he  married 
Mary  E. , daughter  of  Samuel  Graham,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  of  their  four  children  but  two  survive, 
viz.:  Samuel  E.  and  Mary  E. 


HOMAS  L.  COULBORN.  The  family  of 
which  this  gentleman  is  a most  worthy 
scion  dates  back  to  one  Col.  William  Coul- 
burne  (as  the  name  was  then  spelled)  , who  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  to  found  a new  home  for 
himself  and  children  on  the  hospitable  shores  of 
Maryland.  He  took  up  a tract  of  about  seven- 
teen hundred  acres  of  land  known  as  Pomford’s 
tract,  and  this  property  passed  into  the  hands  of 
his  posterity.  Thomas  L.,  of  this  sketch,  is  a 
native  of  Somerset  County,  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Hopewell  in  1826,  being  a son  of 
James  C.,  who  was  likewise  born  and  reared  on 
that  same  farm. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  such  as 
could  be  gained  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
youth.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
until  the  death  of  the  senior  in  1837,  after  which 
he  was  under  the  care  of  a guardian  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  His  father  had  left  him  a 
half-interest  in  the  farm  situated  in  Brinkley’s 
district,  where  he  now  lives,  and  he  proceeded  to 
purchase  the  remainder  as  soon  as  he  was  of  age. 
As  it  now  stands  the  farm  comprises  two  hun- 
dred acres,  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  gen- 
eral farming,  and  especially  fine  for  fruit  and 


vegetables.  The  proprietor  was  one  of  the  pion- 
eers in  the  trucking  business  in  this  locality,  and 
has  made  a financial  success  of  the  enterprise.  In 
the  line  of  fruit  growing  he  has  also  been  par- 
ticularly successful.  In  addition  to  the  forego- 
ing enterprises  he  has  investments  in  the  oyster 
business  and  owns  several  boats.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat  of  somewhat  independent  stamp. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Heptasophs, 
and  has  passed  through  the  chairs  of  the  local 
lodge. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Coulborn  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Adams.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sampson  Adams,  and  died  in  young 
womanhood,  leaving  no  children.  The  next 
wife  of  our  subject  was  Caroline  A.,  daughter  of 
James  Briggs,  of  West  Virginia.  She  died  about 
1877.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Coulborn  married 
S.  Elizabeth  Connor,  of  this  vicinity,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  C.  Connor.  Three  sons  and  a 
daughter  have  been  born  of  this  union,  viz.; 
Harry  B.,  Thomas  P.,  George  C.  and  Carrie. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  quite  active  in  its 
various  departments  of  usefulness.  For  some 
time  our  subject  has  been  a trustee  and  steward 
of  the  congregation. 


HILIP  ADDISON  MORGAN,  whose  post- 
office  address  is  Queen  Anne,  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
fourth  district  of  Talbot  County.  He  is  a great 
worker  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  held  numerous  important  positions,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  to  the  credit  of 
himself  and  friends.  His  ability  and  service  in 
the  party  cause  was  signified  quite  plainly  when 
he  was  called  upon  to  act  as  a candidate  for  the 
house  of  delegates  on  two  occasions,  in  1875  and 
again  in  1887,  and  though  he  was  not  elected, 
his  personal  popularity  among  his  life-long  asso- 
ciates and  neighbors  cannot  be  called  into  ques- 
tion. Under  the  administration  of  President 
Cleveland  he  was  appointed  a special  agent  for 
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the  department  of  labor.  Years  ago,  when  he 
was  in  the  commencement  of  his  business  career, 
he  held  the  position  of  state  weigher  of  cattle,  in 
Baltimore,  having  received  his  appointment  for 
a two  years’  term  at  the  hands  of  Governor 
Bowie. 

The  father  of  the  above-named  gentleman, 
Philip  Morgan,  was  born  near  Denton,  Caroline 
County,  Md.,  and  in  later  years  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  and  not  only  car- 
ried on  the  place,  but  also  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising. In  1850  he  returned  to  Caroline  County 
and  passed  his  remaining  days  quietly,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a comfortable  competence  and  a 
good  farm.  He  died  January  11,  1856,  steadfast 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  he  had  long  been  connected.  He  had 
held  several  of  the  offices  in  the  congregation, 
and  was  universally  beloved.  In  matters  of  pol- 
itics he  was  loyal  to  the  Whig  party.  His  wife 
was  a Miss  Anne  Thawley,  daughter  of  William 
Thawley,  a worthy  citizen  of  Caroline  County. 
Mrs.  Morgan  departed  this  life  in  1846,  and  only 
three  of  her  six  children  now  survive,  namely: 
Mary  H.,  wife  of  C.  M.  Jump,  of  Talbot  County; 
P.  A.,  and  Anne  L-,  wife  of  L.  T.  Dukes,  of 
Cordova,  Talbot  County. 

The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Charles  Morgan,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and 
was  exiled  from  his  country  by  the  intolerant 
British  government  because  he  was  a Roman 
Catholic  in  religious  faith.  He  came  to  America, 
the  land  of  liberty  and  free  thought,  and  founded 
the  family  here,  which,  strange  to  say,  exempli- 
fied within  its  own  ranks  within  a few  genera- 
tions such  opposite  types  of  religious  creeds  as 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Following  the  chain  of  descent  from  Charles, 
just  mentioned,  to  our  subject,  we  find  next, 
Jacob,  who  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  and  then 
Charles,  born  near  Chapel,  also  in  this  county, 
and  finally  Philip,  father  of  P.  A.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  the  famous  Morgan  Rifles,  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  was  one  of  the  ancestors 
of  our  subject,  and  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  a 
celebrated  Confederate  officer  in  the  Civil  war, 
was  also  a relative. 


The  date  of  the  birth  of  P.  A.  Morgan  is  April 
20,  1840,  and  the  place  of  this  event  his  father’s 
pretty  homestead  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  The 
boy  lost  his  fond  mother  when  he  was  a mere 
child  of  six  years,  and  nothing  that  life  has 
brought  to  him  of  success  or  joy  has  made  up  to 
him  for  this  great  deprivation.  He  attended 
school  at  West  River  institute,  in  Anne  Arundel 
County,  and  the  war  coming  on  about  this  time 
he  at  once  endeavored  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the 
Confederacy,  but  as  he  was  not  of  strong  constitu- 
tion, seemingly,  he  was  not  enlisted.  The  next 
three  years  he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to 
school  teaching,  for  which  he  had  special  aptitude, 
so  much  so  in  fact  that  later  on  he  was  induced 
to  assume  charge  of  another  school,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  five  years  longer.  For  a like  per- 
iod of  time  he  carried  on  a farm,  and  probably 
here  gained  that  vigorous  and  splendid  health 
which  he  has  enjoyed  of  late  years.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  various  public  positions  which  he  filled 
so  acceptably,  and  recently  he  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Beaven,  of  Hillsborough,  in  his  store 
here.  He  is  a vestryman  in  the  local  Episcopal 
Church,  and  lends  his  support  to  many  worthy 
philanthropies.  He  married  Mrs.  Josephine  A. 
Jones,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  L.  H.  Beatty,  of 
Queen  Anne’s  County,  Md.,  December  8,  1897. 


ERNARD  J.  McCAULEY,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  the  second  district,  Kent  County, 
is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  to 
whose  energy  and  foresight  the  locality  is 
indebted  for  many  improvements.  While  Mr. 
McCauley,  as  a prosperous  business  man,  has 
given  close  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  he  has 
never  forgotten  or  ignored  that  bond  of  common 
interest  which  should  unite  the  people  of  every 
community  and  he  has  always  been  ready  to  pro- 
mote progress  in  every  line. 

He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1843,  a son  of 
Dennis  McCauley,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The  great-grand- 
father, Dennis  McCauley,  Sr.,  spent  his  whole  life 
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on  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  the  grandfather,  Bernard 
McCauley,  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  an  early  day  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  in  1816. 
His  son  Dennis,  our  subject’s  father,  was  about 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America. 
He  grew  to  manhood  and  continued  to  reside  in 
the  Quaker  City  until  1851,  being  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  and  lime  business  on  the  Chest- 
nut street  wharf.  On  selling  out  in  that  city  he 
came  to  Kent  County,  Md. , where  he  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Palmer  farm, 
and  also  became  the  owner  of  other  valuable 
property.  Subsequently,  however,  he  returned 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  engaged  in  shipping 
flour  to  South  America  until  1880,  when  he 
again  came  to  Kent  County.  At  one  time  he 
owned  seven  farms  in  this  locality,  which  he 
greatly  improved,  and  here  spent  his  remaining 
days,  dying  on  Christmas  day,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years.  In  politics  he  was  a pro- 
nounced Democrat,  but  was  a strong  Union  man 
during  the  war.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Gallagher, 
also  a native  of  Ireland,  who  had  come  to 
America  when  a young  girl,  and  she  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  seven ty- 
four.  Only  two  of  their  five  children  are  now 
living,  namely;  Bernard  J.,  of  this  sketch;  and 
Edwin  D.,  bookkeeper  for  the  Camden  Iron 
Works  at  Camden,  N.  J., 

Mr.  McCauley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Philadelphia,  and  after  coming  to  Kent  County, 
Md.,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  here  for  a time.  In  1856  he  entered 
Mount  St.  Mary’s  College,  of  Frederick  County, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  i860.  Three 
years  later  he  took  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  and 
has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  being  interested  in  the  raising 
of  cereals  of  all  kinds  and  also  the  dairy  business. 
He  has  five  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  improved  in  such  a manner  as  to  add 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1864,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  McCauley  and  Miss  Ella  A., 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Ann  Woodall,  of  George- 


town, Md.,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Dennis  J.,  who  married  Eva  Jarman,  daughter  of 
J.  W.  Jarman,  and  has  four  children,  Nellie  E., 
Lester  B.,  Agnes  and  Granville;  Francis  A.,  who 
married  Nannie  Laney  and  has  two  children; 
Bernard  R.,  who  married  Alice  M.  Holmes,  of 
JBoyden,  W.  Va. , and  has  three  children,  Jerome 
H.,  M.  Augustus  and  George  H.;  and  Cecelia, 
Francis  A.,  Holle  Genevieve,  Theresa,  Andrew 
W.  and  Simon  H.,  all  at  home.  The  family  are 
all  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
McCauley  is  an  intelligent,  well-informed  man  of 
sound  judgment,  and  is  a valuable  member  of 
his  community.  He  has  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, is  an  independent  thinker  and  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


ILGHMAN  E.  KELLEY,  one  of  the  reliable 
and  substantial  citizens  and  energetic  farm- 
ers of  the  fourth  district  of  Caroline  County, 
was  one  of  the  soldier  boys  who,  under  Provi- 
dence, helped  to  preserve  our  country  as  a united 
nation  in  the  great  civil  conflict.  He  was  in  his 
eighteenth  year  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth 
Maryland  Infantry,  at  Baltimore,  in  1862, and  was 
placed  in  Company  E.  His  division  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  partici- 
pated in  the  many  and  notable  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign in  which  they  were  engaged,  including  the 
Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor  and  Appomattox,  when 
Lee  surrendered.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  the  close  of  the  hostilities  and  has  long 
been  a member  of  Watkins  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Federalsburg.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  and 
has  rendered  that  party  his  earnest  allegiance 
since  its  organization.  During  1896  he  served 
upon  the  board  of  general  assessors  of  Caroline 
County,  and  in  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  county  commissioner,  serving  acceptably 
as  such  for  one  term.  He  is  well  and  favorably 
known  along  the  entire  Eastern  Shore. 

Tilghman  Kelley  never  has  known  what  it 
means  to  a boy  to  have  the  kind  and  watchful 
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care  of  a loving  father,  as  death  deprived  him  of 
that  parent  when  he  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
He  was  born  in  1844  to  Dennis  and  Mary  (Har- 
rison) Kelley,  both  natives  of  this  county,  and 
the  latter  a daughter  of  James  Harrison,  also  of 
Caroline  County.  He  was  reared  upon  a farm 
and  obtained  a common-school  education.  After 
he  had  returned  from  southern  battlefields  he 
settled  for  a time  in  Queenstown,  Queen  Anne’s 
County,  and  in  1867  came  to  this  county,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  operations.  He  bought  his 
present  farm  in  1885  and  has  transformed  it  into 
a model  homestead.  He  raises  a general  line  of 
produce,  and  for  many  years  has  dealt  very  suc- 
cessfully in  live  stock,  buying,  selling  and  ship- 
ping to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  principally. 

In  1868  Mr.  Kelley  married  Miss  C.  I.  Hollis, 
daughter  of  Charles  Hollis,  of  Delaware,  and 
they  have  four  fine,  manly  sons,  of  whom  they 
may  well  be  proud.  The  eldest,  Glencoe  K., 
has  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  and  is 
a thrifty  young  farmer  of  this  county;  he  mar- 
ried Leona  Patchett  and  they  have  two  children, 
Edith  I.  and  Elmer.  Our  subject’s  other  chil- 
dren are:  Everett  C.,  Orlan  T.  and  Charles  H. 

— : — s »•>*;•  '10  1— •<  — 

{cj  AMUEL  S.  C.  BARNES  has  been  a resident 
of  the  first  district  of  Somerset  County  since 
y*y  1892,  at  which  time  he  became  the  owner  of 
a tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  It 


was  then  in  a very  poor  condition,  but  by  his  in- 
dustry and  untiring  efforts  our  subject  has  made 
great  changes  for  the  better  in  the  place,  and  now 
is  enabled  to  raise  fine  crops,  particularly  of  corn. 
In  fact  some  of  his  spring  corn  will  weigh  from  a 
pound  to  a pound  and  a-half  per  ear.  In  addi- 
tion to  discharging  his  farm  duties  he  runs  two 
steam  threshers  and  a hay  baler  during  the  sea- 
son. 

A son  of  Isaac  T.  Barnes,  Samuel  S.  C.  was 
born  in  Green  Hill,  Md.,  in  1852  and  grew  up 
in  that  locality.  Up  to  the  time  that  he  was 
thirty-two  years  old  he  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  exclusively  to  agriculture,  but  in  1884 
he  opened  a general  store  in  his  native  town,  and 
continued  to  conduct  a mercantile  business  with 
success  for  a period  of  twelve  years.  A few  years 
ago  he  bought  a part  of  the  Beverly  farm  in  this 
district  and  has  resided  upon  the  place  ever  since. 
Sixty  acres  have  been  brought  under  good  cultiva- 
tion, a new  set  of  farm  buildings  has  been  put 
up  or  improved  and  everything  about  the  home- 
stead is  in  a thrifty  condition.  The  owner  has 
always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  been 
a candidate  for  the  positions  of  sheriff  and  county 
commissioner.  He  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men, 
has  occupied  all  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge  and 
was  once  a member  of  the  grand  lodge.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a Presbyterian,  and  a member  of 
the  church.  His  good  wife  was  formerly  Mollie 
E.,  a daughter  of  George  Howith,  of  Brinkley’s 
district.  Two  sons,  Samuel  S.  and  Joshua  E., 
grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife. 
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